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WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
THIRTEENTH CONGRESS
Geneva, 4–26 May 1999
MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING
4 May 1999 at 10 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m.
1.

Opening of the session (agenda item 1.1)
The PRESIDENT, Mr John Zillman, declared open the
Thirteenth Congress of the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) and welcomed the guests on the podium: H.E. Mrs
Ruth Dreifuss, President of the Swiss Confederation; Mrs
Martine Brunschwig Graf, President of the State Council of
the Republic and Canton of Geneva; H.E. Mr Walter B. Gyger,
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Switzerland to
International Organizations and Permanent Observer to the
United Nations; and Mr André Hediger, Mayor of the City of
Geneva.
The President asked the participants to observe one
minute’s silence in honour of Mr Zou Jingmeng, former
President of WMO, who died in Beijing in February 1999.
Additional tributes to Mr Zou would be presented during the
afternoon plenary session.
1.1

Statement by H.E. Mrs R. Dreifuss, President of
the Swiss Confederation
H.E. MRS R. DREIFUSS said the recent around-theworld balloon voyage by Bertrand Piccard and Brian Jones
had made millions of people a lot more familiar with the
scientific work of meteorologists, who demonstrated
extraordinary expertise in guiding the balloon through the
upper-air flows. Success would not have been possible without
close collaboration and constant contact with meteorological
stations throughout the world. That was a perfect
demonstration of the two main axes of WMO: the need for
advanced research to improve scientific knowledge of natural
phenomena and the international cooperation between
meteorologists throughout the world.
A global approach to the environment and to
environmental threats was one of the key roles of WMO. The
Organization had two critical missions: ensuring high quality
scientific observation on Earth and by satellite, and warning
both politicians and the public of environmental threats such
as the destruction of the ozone layer, the shortage of drinking
water and climate change. That work was carried out through
scientific programmes such as the World Weather Watch
(WWW), the World Climate Programme (WCP) and the
Atmospheric Research and Environment Programme (AREP).
Meteorology was a field that touched everyone's lives,
mainly through climate, the weather and water. The shortage
of water would be a critical problem for many regions of the
world in the future. Switzerland had experienced disastrous
avalanches during the past winter which had claimed many
lives and caused great damage. That had brought an awareness
of how vulnerable the Alps were to variations in climate and

weather and of the importance of the Mesoscale Alpine
Programme (MAP). It was hoped that the programme would
lead to a greater understanding of the conditions which
sparked off extreme weather conditions in the Alps region,
which would help to develop more effective early warning
systems for ensuring the safety of mountain populations.
Switzerland was ready to support WMO, not only
through fulfilling its own contractual obligations to the
Organization but also by putting forward concrete
management proposals. The Swiss delegation was planning to
put forward a resolution on the introduction of an observer
status on the WMO Executive Council for Members of the
Organization whose Directors of Meteorological or
Hydrometeorological Services were not EC members.
Mrs Dreifuss thanked WMO and Member States for
their work in the field of meteorology. During Congress,
particular attention should be given to the role of National
Meteorological Services (NMSs) in each country and to the
need to make qualified staff and resources available in order
to carry out their work. Switzerland was currently involved in
passing a new law on meteorology and climatology which
would ensure a strong foundation for the country’s
Meteorological Service in the years to come.
1.2

Message from H.E. Mr E. Primakov, Prime
Minister of the Russian Federation
MR A. I. BEDRITSKY, Permanent Representative of the
Russian Federation with WMO, conveyed a message from
H.E. Prime Minister E. Primakov along with his warm
greetings to all participants. With members from all over the
world, WMO had created a unique system of partnership
aimed at forecasting meteorological events. WMO was a key
agency within the United Nations system for implementing
scientific and technical programmes for a better and more
efficient use of hydrological information and for the protection
of the environment. The decisions of Thirteenth Congress
would contribute to furthering constructive cooperation
between the Members of WMO in the twenty-first century.
1.3

Message from H.E. Mr U. Sultanov, Prime
Minister of Uzbekistan
M R V. E. C HUB , Permanent Representative of
Uzbekistan with WMO, conveyed a message from H.E. Prime
Minister U. Sultanov. Global cooperation between
Meteorological Services was essential to further the safe and
stable development of mankind and to ensure the resolution of
global, regional and national environmental problems. That
was a particular concern for the Central Asian region which
had a wealth of natural resources but was suffering from the
adverse effects of unsustainable use of the environment. The
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environmental crisis affecting the Aral Sea, for example, was
having an impact on the climate and on the biological balance
and population of that region. The impact of the environmental
crisis was now being felt not only at the regional level but at
the global level as well. Because the scale and complexity of
the ecological, socio-economic and demographic aspects of
large regions was so great, there was a need to strengthen and
expand international cooperation. Through WMO, Uzbekistan
was working to forge new links with the global community.
Without closer cooperation and the integration of scientific,
technical and cultural activities, further progress would not be
possible. He noted both the high level of cooperation that
existed with WMO as well as the Organization's remarkable
attention paid to Uzbekistan and to the development of
Hydrometeorological Services throughout the Central Asian
region.
1.4

Statement by Mr P. Bernal, Assistant DirectorGeneral of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
and Executive Secretary of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (IOC)
M R P. B ERNAL extended warm greetings from
Dr Federico Mayor, Director-General of UNESCO, for
Thirteenth Congress and drew attention to the constructive,
cooperative and friendly dialogue that now existed between
WMO and IOC. He thanked the WMO Secretariat for
establishing operational links between meteorological and
oceanographic agencies and organizations at the national,
regional and global levels.
During 1998, the International Year of the Ocean
(IYO) and the World Exhibition on the Oceans in Lisbon had
put the global spotlight on oceans and had highlighted
some of the risks that threatened the sustainable use and
enjoyment of its resources. The IYO had helped raise public
awareness of the need to protect the ocean and coastal
environment; that momentum should be retained and extended
in future years.
The implementation of Agenda 21 called for a radical
shift in approach to sustainable development from a sectoral
to an integrated, holistic approach. To achieve that, special
efforts were needed to coordinate the different specialized
agencies within the United Nations system, especially in view
of increasing financial constraints. That called for leadership
in international organizations that would not hesitate to
establish compromises and commitments across institutional
boundaries instead of using those boundaries as a constraint to
action. He urged greater cooperation between IOC and WMO
at the regional, subregional, and national levels. Good
examples of that cooperation were the joint El Niño studies,
the proposed establishment of the Joint WMO/IOC Technical
Committee for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology
(JCOMM) and the development of the storm surges project
proposal for the northern part of the Indian Ocean.
In the future, both IOC and WMO would face new
challenges in helping develop the capacity of all societies to
use the observing system currently under development and in
playing a more active role in the emerging issues of ocean
governance and the global sustainability of the planet’s life
support system.

1.5

Statement by Mr J. W. Zillman, President of the
World Meteorological Organization
The PRESIDENT highlighted some of the outstanding
achievements of national and international meteorology over
the past decade. First, he drew attention to the major advances
in the meteorological and related earth sciences. Not only had
that improved our understanding of the basic workings of the
weather and climate system, but researchers in universities and
government laboratories had built models that clearly
demonstrated the power of the science in improving weather
prediction and in simulating accurately the global patterns of
climate, including phenomena such as El Niño/Southern
Oscillation (ENSO). Meteorological science had become more
interdisciplinary in its approach and, within the earth sciences,
the complementarity of scientific research and technological
development was now more evident and more effective.
Progress in atmospheric technology had been little
short of revolutionary over the past few decades. The
meteorological community had developed high performance
computing skills and had pioneered the use of outer space for
Earth observation. However, since the initiation of the Global
Atmospheric Research Programme (GARP) Global Weather
Experiment which ended in 1979, the meterological and space
communities had drifted apart. Today, as part of the more
integrated approach to observation and monitoring of the
global environment in the twenty-first century, there was a
need to forge new partnerships between the atmospheric
science and satellite communities under the auspices of WMO.
Turning to natural disaster reduction, he said that while
there had been much progress over the past decade under the
auspices of the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction (IDNDR), there was still much to be done. The
world had been shaken by events such as the tsunami which
hit the northern coast of Papua New Guinea and by Hurricane
Mitch which caused devastation in Central America during
1998. The Potsdam Conference on early warning systems in
1998 had highlighted the economic and human impact of early
warning systems and, in particular, the benefit of a single
authoritative official warning service in potential disaster
situations.
One of the most outstanding achievements of recent
years had been the increased focus on provision of weather
services for the general public and the success achieved in
partnership with the mass media. In the event of lifethreatening weather conditions, good communication and
cooperation between Meteorological Services and the media
was of critical importance.
However, he noted with concern that the long-standing
collaboration that existed between the meteorological and civil
aviation communities had suffered from the airlines' need to
keep their operational costs down in order to remain highly
competitive. There was now a need to strengthen the aviationmeteorology partnership in a way that served the interests of
both more effectively in a highly competitive world.
Another key partnership was that between WMO and
IOC of UNESCO. That had resulted in joint efforts in vital
initiatives such as the Global Ocean Observing System
(GOOS) and the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS).
Meanwhile, research scientists and service providers in both
the oceanographic and meteorological communities had been
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involved in efforts to institutionalize better the partnership. The
outcome was a bold initiative involving the restructuring of the
WMO Commission for Marine Meteorology (CMM) as a joint
technical commission of WMO and IOC. For WMO, that
would first require the approval of Congress.
The President said that, despite its complexity, weather
and climate forecasting had now become a skilful scientific
process. The forecasts and warnings provided to society had
great economic, social and environmental value. However, in
view of the need to ensure continued investment in national
and international meteorological infrastructure, the
meteorological community should put more effort into
demonstrating the value of the services provided. Recent
research on the economic value of meteorological services had
produced some impressive findings. That should be a
particular focus for WMO over the next few years.
The establishment of Meteorological and Hydrological
Services had ensured that virtually all Governments were able
to give advance warning of weather-induced natural disasters;
underpin the safety of travel by air, land and sea; enhance the
reliability and productivity of agriculture and the availability
of food and fibre; manage their natural resources in an efficient
way; and take steps to avert or minimize the impact of global
environmental threats such as desertification, acid rain and
depletion of the ozone layer. That had been made possible
through a unique system of cooperation between nations
dating back to the nineteenth century and nurtured by WMO
in the second half of the twentieth century.
One of the greatest challenges today was to maintain
the stability of international cooperation and the free and
unrestricted exchange of data and products, in line with the
spirit of Resolution 40 (Cg-XII). That was essential in view of
the differing views of Governments on the issue of whether
charges should be levied for the use of publicly-funded
meteorological data. He stated his own belief that nothing in
the almost 50-year history of WMO had been as important for
the future of international cooperation as the need for
Thirteenth Congress to reaffirm and strengthen its commitment
to Resolution 40 (Cg-XII).
On climate, the President said that WMO must
collaborate closely with IOC, the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and the International Council for Science
(ICSU) to ensure that the vision of an integrated GCOS
became an operational reality. And on sustainable
development, he noted that IOC and WMO had the scientific
skill and collective will to help those in the political sphere
pave a more sustainable way in the future.
He urged Congress, the last before the new
millennium, to commit the entire WMO community to help
build a world in which nations would continue to work closely
together within the framework of the WMO Convention; the
principle of free and unrestricted international exchange of
basic meteorological data and products would be maintained
and strengthened; nations and scientific institutions and
communities would strengthen their commitment to
collaborative study and monitoring of the Earth’s natural
systems; the potential of meteorological and hydrological
systems in forecasting natural disasters, strengthened through
the activities of the IDNDR, would be fully realized early in
the twenty-first century; collaboration among the geosciences
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would lead to the development and use of effective systems for
seasonal forecasts and climate predictions; increasing
cooperation between the meteorological, oceanographic and
hydrological communities would help establish an integrated
global environmental monitoring and service system based on
the WWW; and WMO would collaborate with other
international agencies to provide an effective forum and voice
for the application of meteorological, hydrological and related
sciences to serve the global community.
The meeting was suspended at 11.15 a.m. and reconvened at 2.40 p.m.
1.6

Statement by Mr Wen Kegang, Administrator of
the China Meteorological Administration
On behalf of the delegation of China, M R W EN
K EGANG expressed gratitude to the President and to all
delegations for their condolences and kind words concerning
Mr Zou Jingmeng.
Mr Zou had been an outstanding Chinese
meteorologist who devoted his life to the Chinese
Meteorological Service and to world meteorological
cooperation. From 1981, he was Permanent Representative of
China to WMO and in that year was elected an acting member
of the Executive Council. In 1983, he became Second VicePresident of WMO and from 1987 to 1995 he served as
President. During those years, Mr Zou Jingmeng contributed
to bridging the gap between developing and developed
countries in the meteorological and hydrological fields, to the
preparation and implementation of WMO Programmes and to
the strengthened role of WMO in global climate change and
environment issues.
Mr Zou’s tragic death brought much sadness to
Chinese meteorologists but they would continue to engage in
the modernization of Chinese meteorological services and in
international meteorological cooperation. In that, they would
have the Chinese Government’s full support. Chinese
meteorologists had made valuable contributions to the
protection of human life and property, for example with the
provision of timely and quality meteorological services at the
time of the floods in 1998.
Mr Wen Kegang pledged to work in the same way as
Mr Zou to support WMO Programmes and activities,
maintaining and encouraging the free and unrestricted
exchange of meteorological data and products, friendly
cooperation between Members and supporting developing
countries.
1.7

Statement by Mr Y. Israel, former Head of the
former USSR State Committee on
Hydrometeorology and Environmental Monitoring
and special guest at the opening ceremony
MR Y. ISRAEL expressed gratitude for the warm words
spoken in memory of Mr Zou Jingmeng by the Administrator
of the China Meteorological Administration and of his activites
as head of the Chinese Meteorological Service. The assembly
knew him very well in the context of WMO as Vice-President
and President, and as a warm and generous human being.
Members could witness his goodwill outside politics.
Developing and developed countries alike worked hand-inhand under his leadership. He was a very good friend and
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would remain in everyone’s memory not only as an
administrator, an outstanding professional and meteorologist
but also as a dear friend.
1.8

Statement by H.E. The Honourable M. Moleleki,
M.P., Minister of Natural Resources of Lesotho
H.E. MR M. MOLELEKI conveyed warm greetings and
best wishes for the success of Thirteenth Congress from
H.M. the King, the Right Honourable Prime Minister and the
entire Basotho nation.
International cooperation in meteorology started in
Vienna in 1873, with the formation of the International
Meteorological Organization (IMO), WMO’s forerunner. In
1884, the historically significant Berlin Conference took place
whereby systematic colonization of the continent of Africa was
formally adopted. Had the politicians that met in Berlin sought
cooperation and dialogue, as did the meteorologists that met
in Vienna, the present century could perhaps have avoided the
conflicts and unprecedented exploitation of land resources that
occurred.
The dawn of the twenty-first century was more
promising, under the banner of Agenda 21 espousing
environmentally-sound and sustainable development
underpinned by democratic principles. It was clear that
humankind acknowledged the importance of scientific advice
as one of the factors in planning for the future. That was
particularly true for the science of meteorology and its
applications.
The Government of Lesotho believed that meteorology
was fundamental to the provision of security of life and
sustainable development. WMO was held in high regard and
its reputation had grown; the provision of aeronautical
meteorological services had made air navigation safer and
more economic; agrometeorological services had made it
easier for nations to feed themselves by harmonizing
agricultural activities with weather and climate;
hydrometeorological services had enabled sound planning and
sustainable exploitation of water resources. Several successful
regional projects illustrated the application of meteorology in
sustainable economic development, addressing basic needs in
the areas of food production and water availability. Those
included the Early Warning System on Food Security, the
Drought Monitoring Centres (DMCs) for southern and eastern
African countries and the Hydrological Cycle Observing
System (HYCOS).
WMO was also to be commended for collaborating with
other organizations so as to ensure a better life for the world’s
population through the creation of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC), established by UNEP and WMO,
and the Inter-Agency Committee on the Climate Agenda
(IACCA).
Climate was the single most important element in
Lesotho in determining the availability of food and water,
disease outbreaks and disaster occurrence. Climate had
influenced migration and settlement patterns, even wars. The
national greeting “Khotso, Pula, Nala” literally meant “Peace,
rain and prosperity”.
Despite the current unfavourable financial situation,
the Government was strengthening meteorological activities,
starting with the Lesotho Meteorological Services whose

1999–2000 budget represented an investment of US$ 0.40 for
every citizen of Lesotho.
The decisions and conclusions of Thirteenth Congress
would have far-reaching implications for the role of
meteorology throughout the globe in the new millennium. The
Government of Lesotho recognized the importance of WWW
and hoped that Congress would reaffirm the importance of the
Programme and ensure that developing countries continued to
have reliable, observational networks. Assistance should be
available particularly to those countries emerging from wars
and internal strife, which might have destroyed meteorological
infrastructure, and efforts should be made to ensure that
developing countries continued to have access to satellitederived data. Congress should also continue to give attention
to the Education and Training (ETR) Programme, particularly
since other programmes depended on the availability of well
trained professional meteorologists at the national level.
The biggest challenge facing the meteorological
community in the next millennium was under the WCP. The
Government of Lesotho believed that meteorologists should
provide not only warnings of evolving situations but also
leadership on how the situation should be handled. Lesotho
was proud to be associated with WMO which it believed
would remain a truly objective and scientific specialized
agency, free from political bias. WMO must jealously guard
against erosion of its tradition of international and interorganizational collaboration and cooperation even in the face
of political differences among Member States.
1.9

Statement by H.E. Mr C. M. A. Rasolonay, Minister
of Transport and Meteorology of Madagascar
H.E. MR C. M. A. RASOLONAY expressed honour and
pleasure in greeting all participants of Thirteenth Congress in
the name of the Government of Madagascar.
Meteorology was a major concern of the Government,
as witnessed by the large delegation to Congress headed for
the first time by a minister and further demonstrated by the
inclusion of the term in the name of the Ministry itself
(Ministry of Transport and Meteorology).
The Meteorological Service began as a small unit with
three technical divisions (meteorology, climatology and
hydrology) under the Civil Aviation Authority; now it was a
parallel organization and the discipline had an increasing
influence on economic and social life.
Madagascar was particularly affected by
meteorological catastrophes (tropical depressions, cyclones,
floods and droughts) which caused serious material damage
and even deaths. Currently, a plague of locusts covered three
quarters of the country. The Government attached much
importance to WMO’s activities and continued to make a great
effort to meet its contributions as a Member. Through WMO,
exchange of information could be assured and transfer of
technology to Madagascar facilitated. Madagascar had
benefited from the Voluntary Cooperation Programme (VCP)
which made possible the acquisition of equipment and training
of personnel. The Government took the opportunity to thank
WMO and those Member countries who had helped
Madagascar in recent years, in particular China and the United
Kingdom. Madagascar would continue to need such
assistance.
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Mr Rasolonay wondered whether WMO could
consider developing emergency programmes as had other
specialized United Nations agencies (for instance, the work
that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) was doing to help with the locust invasion in
Madagascar). After a cyclone, for example, institutional
funders acted to rebuild social and educational infrastructures
(hospitals, schools, even town halls) but rarely meteorological
infrastructures that would help forecast better such natural
disasters and reduce the damage and loss of life in the future.
The Government of Madagascar appealed to WMO
and the international community for assistance in hydrology
as almost no observation stations existed, while floods and
droughts were ever more frequent. Current equipment was so
obsolete as to threaten the collection of national
meteorological data. Madagascar placed great hopes in the
African Centre of Meteorological Applications for
Development (ACMAD).
The Government of Madagascar supported the
candidature of Australia as President of WMO and of France
as first Vice-President. As regarded the Secretary-General, the
country remained faithful to Professor Obasi who had shown
competence and efficiency in the post.
1.10

Statement by H.E. Senator P. M. Dlamini,
Minister for Public Works and Transport of
Swaziland
On behalf of His Majesty’s Government, the people of
Swaziland and himself, H.E. SENATOR P. M. DLAMINI thanked
the WMO Secretariat for providing excellent facilities for
Congress and extended appreciation to the Government of
Switzerland for the support it provided.
Climate was in itself a resource which provided for the
necessities of life. Throughout the ages, human beings had
adapted to that resource by arranging shelter, food production,
energy provision and lifestyles in harmony with climate and
the Earth’s atmospheric environmental conditions. Information
on weather, climate and water-related events provided by
national Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs)
was appreciated by the general public since, when properly
applied, that information not only saved lives and property but
also contributed to economic and social development.
Internationally, the WWW provided valuable contributions.
WMO was commended for the establishment of that and other
cooperative partnerships.
The Kingdom of Swaziland had received much
assistance from WMO through coordinated bilateral and
multilateral programmes, for which it was greatly indebted.
Donor Governments were now urged to consider providing
assistance to developing countries — along the lines of the
Finnish International Development Agency (FINNIDA)/South
African Transport and Communications Commission
(SATCC)/WMO project — to combat the year 2000 (Y2K)
problem. The major technological changes to be addressed
were not affordable by developing countries.
Swaziland’s policies on environmental and related
issues were commensurate with those of Regional
Association I and of the Southern African Development
Community (SADC). With the many challenges and threats
posed by such concerns as global warming, shifts in
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agricultural zones, depletion of the ozone layer, incidence of
droughts and tropical storms, the position of Swaziland and the
region at large was a precarious one. Policies of sustainable
development with atmospheric environmental conservation
could not be fully achieved without collective regional and
international action. The Government of Swaziland
encouraged all forms of relevant support to continue to be
made available to the developing world, given the limited
economic and technical abilities of such countries to address
environmental hazards related to severe weather and
atmospheric activities.
WMO was to be congratulated on the completion of
its new Headquarters building. It was hoped that a better
working environment would facilitate the continued delivery
of the Organization’s services.
1.11

Statement by H.E. Mr M. O. A. Aideed,
Ambassador and Representative of the Minister of
Communication of Oman
H.E. MR M. O. A. AIDEED expressed greetings on
behalf of the Minister of Communication of the Sultanate of
Oman and deep appreciation of the efforts made by WMO in
the interests of the international community.
Meteorology and hydrology in the Sultanate of Oman
benefited right from the start from the keen interest of the
Government. Despite financial constraints, vital projects had
been undertaken in order to promote national meteorology; the
national Service provided services at the national and
international levels, especially within the framework of the
WWW, cooperating with the WMO Secretariat in particular to
replace obsolete observing stations with modern systems.
Cooperation with the technical commissions had borne fruit as
had education and training programmes which were of
paramount importance for developing countries. Such
cooperation had been very beneficial for the national Service,
allowing it to play a very important role in the efforts for
sustainable development. It was only possible to bridge the gap
between developed and developing countries by strengthening
local capacities.
A new century was around the corner and the gap
between developing and developed countries might broaden;
it was therefore vital to tackle certain problems related to
meteorology. WMO had assisted developing countries to
overcome problems related to modernization. Now was the
time to evaluate all national and regional centres and to
consider measures that had been taken so far to solve the
problems.
In 1997–1998, several countries were affected by
El Niño. Once again that phenomenon showed how important
it was to have proper observations and forecasts. Such services
were particularly important for developing countries; it was
vital to follow closely such phenomena in order to make
appropriate economic and social decisions.
None of the countries in the Indian Ocean had
satellites. The countries which did have satellites had shifted
them to 63 degrees east so that the international countries now
needed to modernize their stations to be able to benefit from
those satellites. Satellites were very important because they
provided excellent knowledge of the atmosphere. Thanks were
due to the countries belonging to the European Organization
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The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.
6.

Report by the President of the Organization
(agenda item 2.1) (Cg-XIII/Doc. 2.1(1))
The PRESIDENT, in introducing his report pointed out
that it was structured in accordance with the three formal
requirements of General Regulation 137. Under Regulation
137(a), he highlighted the achievements of WMO and its
constituent bodies since Twelfth Congress. He noted that the
membership of the Organization now comprised 179 States
and six Territories, with seven States and Territories having
acceded to the WMO Convention since Twelfth Congress:
Cook Islands, Macao, Federated States of Micronesia,
Monaco, Niue, Samoa and Tonga.
The President reported that he had attended sessions
of all six regional associations, whose great value, he believed,
was that they provided the opportunity for Permanent
Representatives to address the implications of global issues
within their particular regions.
He commended the WMO technical commissions to
which all countries had been given the opportunity to provide
expert representatives, to pool their efforts, to explore new
concepts and to develop common approaches to the major
scientific and technical issues faced by the global
meteorological and hydrological communities. He believed the
effectiveness of the global programmes of WMO ultimately
depended on the effectiveness of the technical commission
system.
Among the commissions’ key achievements in the past
four years was the work of the Commission for Basic Systems
(CBS) which had improved its response capability and
efficiency, and was focusing on such difficult issues as the role
of the Internet in the operation of the WWW. The President
also noted the Commission for Instruments and Methods of
Observation (CIMO), which focused on instrument
development, training and capacity building with special
reference to the needs of developing countries; also, Regional
Instrument Centres had been established covering all six
WMO Regions; the Commission for Atmospheric Sciences
(CAS) which had made a major input into the development of
the concept of the World Weather Research Programme; the
Commission for Climatology (CCl), one of whose initiatives
was the establishment of the Climate Information and
Prediction Services; the Commission for Aeronautical
Meteorology (CAeM), which focused attention on revised
aeronautical codes and the implementation of the World Area
Forecast System; the Commission for Marine Meteorology
(CMM), which had coordinated the full implementation of the
WMO marine broadcast system for the Global Maritime
Distress and Safety System, and had designed and guided

development of a global Marine Pollution Emergency
Response Support System; the Commission for Agricultural
Meteorology (CAgM), which was refocusing its activities for
the WMO Agricultural Meteorological Programme on regional
solutions; and the Commission for Hydrology (CHy) which
was implementing projects directly involving national
Hydrological Services as a means of assisting countries to
protect life and property and to contribute to their sustainable
development. The development of the World Hydrological
Cycle Observing System was an example of how the
Commission supported the dissemination of hydrological
databases at regional and international levels.
In reporting on the work of the Executive Council, the
President expressed his appreciation for the invaluable support
of the Secretary-General, the Vice-Presidents and the members
of the Council who had served as vice-chairpersons of the
Executive Council Working Committees and in other
important roles in enabling him to preside over its sessions. He
was grateful for the insight, wisdom and hard work of his
Executive Council colleagues during the past four years. He
believed that the Council had carried out all the main
responsibilities entrusted to it by Twelfth Congress. All of the
recommendations put forth by the Council for consideration
by Congress had been achieved by consensus and he
commented briefly on some of those.
Among the difficult tasks dealt with by the Executive
Council since Twelfth Congress were the deliberations over the
Secretary-General’s budget proposals for the thirteenth
financial period. A consensus had been achieved after much
soul-searching, and he commended the spirit of compromise
reached to the present Congress. The Executive Council study
on restructuring of WMO had also involved a number of
compromises. While some of the original proposals were bold
and innovative, it was finally agreed to recommend only
minimal changes, as many Executive Council members were
unconvinced that the proposed changes would represent
improvements. The Executive Council had concluded that
Congress itself would need to consider some of the more
difficult decisions.
The Executive Council had taken up the challenge of
preserving the spirit of Resolution 40 (Cg-XII), strengthening
it where possible, but avoiding reopening the debates of
Twelfth Congress. The President paid tribute to the Executive
Council members for their prevailing sense of goodwill in
ensuring that the spirit of Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) would
continue. Lastly, the Executive Council had devoted its
attention to the problems faced by NMHSs as the
Governments of both developed and developing countries
responded to the pressures of economic globalization. Perhaps
one of the greatest challenges of the Executive Council had
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been to provide guidance to those Members who had sought
advice on how to respond to government policies on
restructuring and alternative services delivery without
jeopardizing the international structure on which all nations
depended.
The President referred briefly to the various matters in
his written report which were required to be reported in
accordance with General Regulation 137(b). Turning to
General Regulation 137(c), he noted that the help of a group
of eminent persons had been sought to chart the future of
meteorology and the related geosciences in the United Nations
system. Their advice included increased integration of the
work of meteorology, oceanography and hydrology; greater
consolidation of dispersed water science activities; and new
initiatives to reduce losses from natural disasters. They also
urged WMO to reach out and more closely involve the social
and biological sciences, so that the Organization might jointly
contribute to assist in the relief of human suffering, the
improvement of economic conditions and the promotion of the
health and well-being of people in all parts of the world.
In closing, the President wished to thank all those who
had assisted him during his term of office, in particular the
Vice-Presidents during the past financial period for their
valuable advice and constant support, members of the
Executive Council with whom he had the honour and pleasure
of working, and all former colleagues. He also thanked the
presidents of the regional associations and the technical
commissions, and the chairpersons, rapporteurs and members
of the many panels and working groups for their dedicated
efforts. He expressed special appreciation to the SecretaryGeneral and the Secretariat for their cooperation and
assistance. Lastly, he paid tribute to those colleagues who had
passed away, in particular the former President of WMO,
Mr Zou Jingmeng.
The DELEGATE OF DENMARK, speaking on behalf of
the Nordic countries, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden and
Denmark, observed that the Nordic countries had always
played, and would continue to play, an active role in the
implementation of WMO Programmes. They attached great
importance to a well-functioning WWW. They found that
observing activities — surface, upper air and space-based
systems — were of crucial concern for the fulfilment of
services related to weather, water and climate, as well as
environmental matters.
Sufficient resources to implement the basic systems
should be available, he said, especially in developing countries.
Functioning basic systems would support the other activities
of the world meteorological community and benefit all the
users of the services, and he noted the Nordic countries
supported basic systems in several countries. For example, in
the past decade, Finnish technical support had amounted to
US $30 million for infrastructure development in the SADC
and Central American isthmus countries as well as bilateral
projects in Sudan, Nicaragua and the Baltic countries.
He affirmed the need for close cooperation in the
functioning of NMHSs, among whose objectives were the
safety and welfare of mankind and efforts to prevent loss of
life and property during severe weather, and in that context he
endorsed the principle of free and unrestricted international
exchange of basic meteorological data.

He had supported the adoption of Resolution 40
(Cg-XII), which was a demonstration of the tradition in
international meteorological and hydrological cooperation
where solutions to difficult problems could be achieved.
Noting that the Nordic countries supported and respected the
letter and spirit of Resolution 40 (Cg-XII), and would continue
to do so, he expressed the hope that a strong commitment
would be forthcoming from Thirteenth Congress.
Of major importance in the future was WMO’s active
role in climate and global climate change questions. The
research needs of the IPCC and the climate-related
conventions, as well as the other components of WCP in the
framework of the Climate Agenda, would be of high value and
the Nordic countries would support the Organization’s
objectives in those fields in its long-term plans.
Lastly, he gave assurances that the Nordic countries
would cooperate to ensure that the Organization was fully
prepared to face the challenges and opportunities of the new
millennium.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT expressed concerns that
the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology, at its twelfth
session, had failed to reach a quorum for its final plenary
meetings. He suspected the reason was that many developing
countries were financially unable to send delegates to
meetings. He said that was particularly unfortunate in the case
of the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology, since many
developing countries had agriculturally-based economies and
would have benefited most from attendance at the meeting. He
called on Thirteenth Congress to address that issue, adding that
it was an area in which WMO could enhance its image with
national Governments. He also praised highly the President for
his efforts over the past four years.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE thanked the President for
his report. She called for increased coordination between the
fields of meteorology and oceanography, and said that France
endorsed the strengthening link between WMO and IOC of
UNESCO. Technical cooperation was an essential component
of WMO activities, she said, especially as regarded developing
countries. She also regretted the lack of availability of
documents in French; at the start of Congress, only
half the documentation available in English had been issued in
French, which hindered the preparatory work of numerous
delegations.
Expressing his heartfelt congratulations for the quality
of the President’s report, the DELEGATE OF M ALI also
commended him for his personal, constant commitment to the
work of WMO. He said that defining the role and functioning
of Meteorological and Hydrological Services was a diverse
problem that must be dealt with by both developing and
developed countries. He would like Thirteenth Congress, in
light of the recommendations of the fiftieth session of the
Executive Council, to have more far-reaching discussions on
WMO support for Meteorological and Hydrological Services,
especially in developing countries.
The DELEGATE OF G EORGIA wished Thirteenth
Congress much success, and thanked WMO and its leadership
under the Secretary-General for the assistance it had been
given through WMO’s VCP. He also thanked the United
Kingdom, Switzerland and France for their assistance. With
the help of those donors, Georgia was able to carry out 11

THIRD PLENARY MEETING

projects that enabled it to update its communication system as
well as its satellite reception and interpretation system. Despite
that assistance, however, the delegate said the economic
situation in his country was causing difficulties in carrying out
meteorological and hydrological services. He said that Georgia
was involved in several large international projects for which
meteorological services would need to work properly, and that
the NMHSs of those countries should work more actively to
coordinate their activities in those projects. He called for an
international conference involving all the countries concerned
in the year 2000 to discuss a project to transport oil from the
Caspian Sea, and expressed Georgia’s willingness to host such
a conference, with the assistance of WMO. He also called on
WMO to participate more actively in the process of technical
study in implementing Kyoto Protocol mechanisms.
Congratulating the President and the SecretaryGeneral for their leadership over the previous four years, the
DELEGATE OF THE R EPUBLIC OF Y EMEN said that current
problems and developments implied there was a need to
reorganize WMO. He mentioned the problem of water scarcity,
and said that the important role of Meteorological Services
was becoming less visible in that area, whereas other national
Services unrelated to meteorology were becoming more so. He
said the role of the Global Telecommunication System (GTS)
was also becoming less visible. He said those problems
showed it was necessary to consider again the restructuring of
WMO, taking into account the needs and obligations of
Agenda 21. That was the reason, he believed, that CBS should
refocus and reexamine its programmes and projects to
eliminate duplication.
The DELEGATE OF KENYA, congratulating the President
for his comprehensive report, believed it was an excellent
reflection of his able leadership, and also that of the SecretaryGeneral. He called for a strengthening of the WWW, the ETR,
the Technical Cooperation (TCO) and the Regional
Programmes. He said that as a member of the committee on
the restructuring of WMO, he felt the efforts in that area had
been worthwhile, and that even though some of the changes
implemented up to that point had been minor, they were
nevertheless what he considered improvements. Mentioning
meeting documentation as one area in which change was
already being implemented, he believed that the restructuring
should be a continuous process.
The DELEGATE OF B OTSWANA congratulated the
President for his work in the twelfth financial period. She also
congratulated the Secretary-General and his staff, the VicePresidents and the Executive Council. She expressed the
gratitude of her delegation to those countries that had
contributed to the Meteorological Services of her country,
specifically the United Kingdom, the United States and the
Nordic countries, both for bilateral support and for their
support through the SADC. With that assistance, her country
was able to strengthen its meteorological infrastructure and
replace some of its equipment. However, she said her country
still had difficulties, especially with upper-air observations
because of the cost of consumables, and thought that perhaps
Thirteenth Congress could convince donor countries, notably
the Nordic countries, to extend their support under VCP to
include such consumables. She encouraged WMO’s
continuous participation in environmental issues, notably the
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UNFCCC, the International Convention to Combat
Desertification (ICCD), the Montreal Protocol on Substances
that Deplete the Ozone Layer and the IPCC. She expected that
WMO’s Climate Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS)
would help in climate prediction and make an impact in that
area. She thanked WMO and Members who were involved in
the Southern Africa Regional Climate Outlook Forum
(SARCOF), and called for more work to be done in that area.
She also requested that Thirteenth Congress provide some
clarification in the interpretation of Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) as
to its implications for satellite and related information, as her
country was under budgetary constraints and could not gather
such information on its own. She expressed the hope that the
current arrangements with operators were maintained. In
addition, she asked WMO to assist her country to address the
Y2K problem and said her delegation supported the
restructuring of WMO.
The DELEGATE OF GERMANY stated that his delegation
had noted the report and wished to thank the President for his
work during the twelfth financial period.
Also wishing to congratulate the President for his
high-quality report, the DELEGATE OF N IGERIA would
intervene during the discussions under the appropriate agenda
items. He expressed satisfaction on the progress of the
Organization under the leadership of the President, the VicePresidents and the Secretary-General. He said that WMO
publications, which he called guidelines in enhancing the
quality of national Meteorological Services, had been
beneficial to many Members in raising funds from their
Governments.
The DELEGATE OF SAMOA requested that his statement
be included in the record of the Third Plenary Meeting.
It was a privilege and honour for him, he said, to
address Congress for the first time in his capacity as
Permanent Representative of the Independent State of Samoa
to WMO, and he wished to extend the warm greetings of His
Highness Malietoa Tanuamafili II, Head of State of Samoa, the
Prime Minister, H.E. Tuilaepa Sailele and all the people of
Samoa.
Reflecting on Samoa’s history, he explained that
Samoa’s first European contacts were with French and Dutch
explorers in the seventeenth century. The western islands,
known as Western Samoa, were annexed by Germany in the
late nineteenth century under the Berlin Treaty while the
United States administered the eastern islands, now known as
American Samoa. From 1920, New Zealand administered the
territory, until independence in 1962. It was under the German
administration that meteorological observations were first
carried out at the Apia Observatory, which was one of the
oldest stations established in the South Pacific island nations,
and which would celebrate its one-hundredth anniversary in
2002.
His Government’s wish to join WMO stemmed from
the recognition of the importance of international collaboration
in meteorology and hydrology. Samoa was one of many small
island countries scattered in the Pacific Ocean and was
dependent on other countries to ensure that its long-term
development plan for meteorology and operational hydrology
was not only nationally but also regionally and globally
compatible, sustained and satisfied.
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Since becoming a Member of WMO in 1996, Samoa
had benefited enormously from WMO’s Programmes and
activities, which had served to improve the Meteorological
Service. He acknowledged with gratitude the assistance
received from the Organization and from Australia, China,
Japan, New Zealand and United Kingdom, as well as the
European Union.
Like a number of other Members, however, Samoa had
endured social and economic problems over the years,
particularly at the peak of the 1990–1992 El Niño event, which
generated tropical cyclones that had a devastating and
crippling effect on the country. With the support of the regional
and global community, his country had recovered and it was
hoped that no future cyclones would find the country
unprepared.
In closing, he wished to thank the Secretary-General
and his staff, and the Director of the Regional Office for Asia
and the Pacific, as well as the former and present presidents of
Regional Association V, and looked forward to cooperating
with other WMO Members to guide the Organization into the
next century.
7.

Report by the Secretary-General (agenda item 2.2)
The PRESIDENT noted that no separate document had
been submitted under agenda item 2.2 because the subjects the
report covered were under the appropriate agenda items. He
therefore proposed that the item be considered as having been
dealt with.
It was so agreed.
8.

Reports of the presidents of regional associations
(agenda item 3.8.0) (Cg-XIII/Docs. 3.8.0(1); (2); (3);
(4); (5) and (6))
8.1
Report by the president of Regional Association I
(Africa) (Cg-XIII/Doc. 3.8.0(1))
The PRESIDENT OF R EGIONAL A SSOCIATION I
introduced his report and described the major activities
undertaken by the Association since Twelfth Congress. He said
that Members of RA I had participated in several regional
meetings and training events organized by WMO.
The Regional Office for Africa was officially located
in Bujumbura, Burundi, but due to the deterioration of the
security situation, the international staff had been reassigned
to the WMO Secretariat in Geneva, where they continued to
perform their duties.
A highlight was the establishment of a Subregional
Office for Western Africa and a Subregional Office for Eastern
and Southern Africa at Lagos, Nigeria in February 1997 and
at Nairobi, Kenya in June 1998, respectively.
Major developments in the Region during the past four
years included improvements in Regional Meteorological
Telecommunication Network (RMTN) point-to-point circuits;
the installation of 14 PDUS/SDUS and 12 SADIS systems as
well as the installation of six television weather presentation
systems; the deployment of 200 data collection platforms; the
automation of National Meteorological Centres at Lagos and
Dar-es-Salaam; the installation and/or upgrading of climate
computing (CLICOM) systems in 19 countries; and the
transformation by several countries of their NMSs to
autonomous/semi-autonomous status. The considerable

decline in UNDP-supported projects over the years had had a
major negative impact in the Region.
The president briefly highlighted the major issues and
concerns raised at the Regional Association’s twelfth session,
inter alia, the low availability of observational data from RA I
at various national, regional and global centres; the strong
support for the CLIPS project; the increased gap between
fellowship requests and actual fellowship resources; and the
need for training in areas such as the Y2K problem,
telecommunications, numerical weather prediction (NWP) and
climate prediction. In addition, many Members of the Region
regarded Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) as being complex with
several areas sensitive to interpretation. Additional guidance
was required to enable Members to understand fully the
implications of Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) and therefore a Task
Group had been established to assist with that issue.
Turning to the challenges ahead for the Association, he
noted that advances in science and technology, especially
space, computers and telecommunications, were changing the
modes of operation of NMHSs. Also, the role of NMHSs
would become increasingly difficult in the face of the
delineation of their mandates, the choice of service delivery
systems and the decreasing financial resources available.
The president defined the priorities of the Association,
among which were enhancing the quality and use of NWP
outputs in developing reliable seasonal and interannual
forecasting; developing an effective and efficient public
weather services to enhance the visibility of NMHSs;
improving the understanding and extent of the potential threat
related to climate variability and change; reviewing the
Regional Basic Synoptic Network; evolving effective and
efficient telecommunications systems; and improving
equipment, facilities and human resources capabilities. He
envisaged that the major WMO Programmes would have to be
strengthened to respond to those priorities.
In closing, he expressed his appreciation to the
Association’s vice-president, chairpersons and rapporteurs, its
previous president and vice-president and all Members who
had assisted him, as well as to those Members outside the
Region who had contributed. Also, he conveyed his
appreciation to the Secretary-General and the Secretariat, in
particular the Regional Office for Africa and the two
Subregional Offices.
8.2

Report by the president of Regional Association II
(Asia) (Cg-XIII/Doc. 3.8.0(2))
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION II thanked
the Government of Mongolia for hosting the eleventh session
of the Association at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia in 1996. He also
expressed his appreciation to the President and SecretaryGeneral for having attended the session.
During the past four years, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan
exercised their right to become Members of the Association
and Macao became a Member of both WMO and the
Association, while Portugal ceased to be a Member of the
Association. The membership of RA II now totalled 34. He
warmly welcomed the new members and thanked Portugal for
its valuable contribution to the work of the Association.
The Association assisted Members in the
implementation of WMO scientific and technical programmes.
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All the scheduled meetings of the working groups were held
and the president reported that sessions of the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)/WMO
Typhoon Committee and the WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical
Cyclones were held annually and contributed greatly to natural
disaster preparedness and reduction. The vast area of RA II
contained a great diversity of topography, climatic zones and
ecosystems. Asia suffered severely from all types of natural
disasters and a number of Member countries were victims of
typhoons, tropical cyclones, storm surges, flooding, drought
and earthquakes. The resulting loss of life and material damage
had serious consequences for the social and economic wellbeing of those Members and could jeopardize their chances of
achieving sustainable development. He recalled that most
Members in the Region were developing countries that faced a
number of challenges and difficulties. All efforts to assist those
Members should be enhanced and in that regard expressed his
deep appreciation to the Secretary-General for his support.
During his travels in the Region the president was
pleased to note the activities of the NMHSs, but conceded that
some Services, particularly in Newly Independent States and
countries such as Lao People’s Democratic Republic and
Nepal, needed strengthening in order to find solutions to
problems of upper-air sounding observations, telecommunications and training. Some Members from the Gulf
Cooperation Council had asked for support to coordinate the
marine meteorological activities in that subregion,
underscoring the importance of regional cooperation.
He expressed his appreciation, in particular to the vicepresident, chairpersons, members and rapporteurs of the
working groups, as well as to the Members who had
contributed to the work of the Association, and to those who
had provided facilities for hosting the various events in the
Region. He also extended his gratitude to the Secretariat, in
particular to the staff of the Regional Office for Asia and the
South-West Pacific for their assistance and advice.
8.3

Report by the president of Regional Association III
(South America) (Cg-XIII/Doc. 3.8.0(3))
On behalf of the PRESIDENT OF R EGIONAL
ASSOCIATION III, who had terminated his responsibilities with
the Paraguay Meteorological Service, the DELEGATE OF
BRAZIL relayed the president’s appreciation to all those who
had collaborated with him during his term, in particular the
President of WMO and the Secretary-General.
In introducing the report, he noted that the
technical highlights of the Region of the past four years were
included in the annex to the report. He would not elaborate on
the report, but wished to mention some of the important
activities for which the Association sought the support of
Congress.
With the conclusion of the feasibility study of the
Ibero-American Climate Project in December 1998, it was
anticipated that WMO, the donor countries and the
international funding agencies would continue collaborating
with the participating countries. The regional seminar held in
Lima, Peru to study the El Niño phenomenon recommended
the creation of a working group comprising members of
Regional Associations III and IV, and he sought support so that
it could carry out its tasks. A recent meeting of experts held in

15

Buenos Aires discussed the setting up of a new network to
modernize telecommunications in the entire Region. The
system, which was important for the WWW, particularly in the
Americas, should be available in the year 2000.
Strengthening the role of regional offices was one of
the activities for which wide support was considered essential.
He stressed that the regional and subregional offices proved to
be an excellent means of enhancing the WMO activities in the
regions, and especially technical cooperation activities among
countries in the Region. Therefore, more support should be
given to those offices as they were vital to the strengthening of
WMO. In that context, the Government of Brazil had
submitted its formal proposal to the president of Regional
Association III to host the Regional Office for the Americas in
Brazil. He invited Congress to consider that proposal.
In conclusion, he thanked the Director of the Regional
Office and the Secretary-General for their constant support and
assistance.
8.4

Report by the president of Regional Association IV
(North and Central America) (Cg-XIII/Doc.
3.8.0(4))
The PRESIDENT OF R EGIONAL A SSOCIATION IV
reported that several training courses had been conducted in
RA IV. Among those were the Technical Conference on the
Enhancement of Management Skills for the Directors of
Meteorological Services held in Nicaragua; the activities of the
Regional Hurricane Committee; the twelfth session of RA IV
in Nassau, Bahamas; the meeting of the Ad Hoc Working
Group on Education and Training; and training courses on
Tropical Meteorology and Tropical Cyclone Tracking and
Forecasting, organized annually in Miami. He thanked WMO
and others, in particular, the United States for their support in
those activities.
Another important development was the
implementation of the new RMTN based on the VSAT/STAR
4 satellite meteorological telecommunication system. That was
done through the strong support of the United States and
FINNIDA.
Some of the important activities during the period
included meetings on climate issues and the El Niño
phenomenon. Studies included a feasibility study on the IberoAmerican Climate Project, a draft of which had been
submitted to the Inter-American Development Bank. Another
feasibility study on the socio-economic impact of El Niño in
Latin America and the Caribbean, carried out by WMO and the
Inter-American Development Bank, was set to begin during
the second half of 1999. Others who would provide support for
that project included the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administation (NOAA), the United States National Weather
Service and the International Research Institute for Climate
Prediction (IRI).
He said that education and training were top priorities
in RA IV because many people would be retiring in the next
few years, and there was a need to fill posts at the Class I and
Class II levels. An ad hoc working group met in Miami last
year to discuss that issue and had requested WMO to prepare a
project document. He put out an appeal to WMO and donor
countries to help with long-term fellowships to help RA IV
deal with that problem.
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Noting that hurricanes had caused a total of more than
US$ 20 billion in damage in the past year, he reported that two
hurricanes, namely Georges and Mitch, had also caused more
than 10 000 deaths, mostly in the Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In January
1999, a meeting was held in San José, Costa Rica, for potential
donors to help with relief operations from those hurricanes.
The result of that meeting was an urgent call for assistance to
help rebuild the meteorological and hydrological infrastructure
of the countries affected by the hurricanes. He asked that in
light of those efforts, WMO grant full support to RA IV’s
Hurricane Committee, whose activities were considered of the
highest priority in the Region. In order to promote awareness
for the coming hurricane season, two hurricane awareness
tours had been successfully conducted in Latin America and
the Caribbean, sponsored by the United States.
He said that over the last decade, meteorology had
made great advances in accuracy of forecasts; research and
development, especially in the areas of climate variability and
seasonal forecasting; possibilities of industry and commerce
to use meteorological information in an appropriate manner;
and the provision of products and services. To further improve
on those achievements, he felt it necessary that Congress
design adequate strategies for the development of NMHSs, to
enhance modernization of the Services and thus their
contribution to the socio-economic development of countries.
A problem his Region faced was a decline in
attendance at sessions of RA IV and at Congress. He said the
major reason for that was financial, giving the example of
Honduras, which was financially devastated by Hurricane
Mitch. He strongly appealed to WMO to provide financial
assistance to Members to allow them to attend those meetings.
The Subregional Office for North America, Central
America and the Caribbean in Costa Rica had been active and
had carried out, inter alia, projects for 12 of the Region’s 25
countries, and was planning projects for 21 countries. It had
also participated in 20 national, regional or international
meetings or events, and had organized three meetings in Costa
Rica on behalf of the WMO Secretariat and IPCC.
He expressed gratitude to the United States for
assistance to the Region’s NMHSs in the fields of education
and training and technological advances. He also thanked the
Director of the Regional Office, the staff of the Subregional
Office in Costa Rica, the Secretary-General and the
International Activities Office of the United States National
Weather Service, who had provided him with substantial
support.
8.5

Report by the president of Regional Association V
(South-West Pacific) (Cg-XIII/Doc. 3.8.0(5))
Introducing his report, the PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL
ASSOCIATION V thanked the Government of Indonesia for
hosting the twelfth session of RA V in Bali in September
1998. Since Twelfth Congress, Cook Islands, Federated States
of Micronesia, Niue, Samoa and Tonga had all become
Members of WMO, increasing the number of Members in the
Region to 21.
He said the Region was composed of many Small
Island Developing States, and was thus vulnerable to
phenomena such as tropical cyclones and ENSO. The

1997–1998 El Niño had a drastic effect on the economies of
many Members, especially those in the South-East Asian
region. Many Members lacked the infrastructure to lessen the
impacts of such natural disasters. The Region was also
extremely vulnerable to climate change, especially as it related
to a rise in sea level. In that respect, the president called for
special emphasis on the Regional Aspects of WWW and on the
Tropical Cyclone Programme (TCP). He also called for
improvements in NMHSs’ interannual and seasonal climate
predictions and technical cooperation between WMO and
regional organizations. He said that Members in the Region
had been encouraged to participate actively in the UNFCCC
Conference of the Parties (COP)-4.
The Association continued to assist Members in
implementing the scientific and technical programmes of
WMO. Although the general level of implementation was
satisfactory, there were still areas that could be improved.
Significant progress had been made in the implementation of
the Emergency Managers Weather Information Network
(EMWIN), which had been extended to 15 countries in the
Region with the support of the United States. The Region
benefited from the Public Weather Services (PWS)
Programme, especially in training workshops and in joint
activities with the TCP and regional bodies such as the South
Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP).
The Association appreciated the efforts of the
Secretary-General in helping the Region establish a
Subregional Office in Samoa. The president expressed his
appreciation to all Members who had contributed to the work
of the Association and who provided facilities for hosting
various events in the Region. He thanked the vice-president of
the Association; the chairpersons of the working groups and
rapporteurs; and the former president and former acting
president of the Association. Lastly, he wished to thank the
Secretary-General and the Secretariat, in particular the staff of
the Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific for their assistance
and advice.
8.6

Report by the president of Regional Association VI
(Europe) (Cg-XIII/Doc. 3.8.0(6))
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION VI, having
been elected in May 1998 at the twelfth session of the
Association, expressed the Association’s gratitude and
appreciation to the former president and vice-president. In that
respect, he also wished to thank the present vice-president for
his continuing support.
Turning to the work of the Association, he said that an
ad hoc group had been developed in the Region to improve
WWW activities and data availability, especially for
economies in transition. Special attention was being paid to the
needs of new Members in the Middle Eastern section of
Region VI.
An important project for the Region, the Regional
Meteorological Data Communication Network (RMDCN), had
entered its planning and implementation phase, with initial
deployment due to start any day. Scheduled to participate in
the initial deployment were 18 Members that were also
members of the European Centre for Medium-range Weather
Forecasts (ECMWF); in addition, 13 non-ECMWF members
were also expected to participate. A workshop to assist
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Members in implementing the RMDCN was organized in
Geneva in January 1999 and a coordinated project was
established to help implement the RMDCN, with cash
contributions received from Germany, the Netherlands and the
United Kingdom.
The Association felt that attention should be given to
the responsibility of Governments with respect to public
warnings of natural disaster. In that regard, 48 participants
attended a technical conference of management of national
Meteorological and Hydrometeorological Services which was
held in Geneva in March 1999. The implementation of the
recommendations of the meeting would be one of the
Association’s main priorities during the thirteenth financial
period.
He called on WMO Members not to renegotiate
Resolution 40 (Cg-XII), but rather to focus on continuing the
monitoring of its implementation. It was important to follow
up on the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
draft Treaty on Intellectual Property in Respect of Databases
to ensure that the protection of databases containing additional
data was consistent with Resolution 40 (Cg-XII).
For the future of the Association, he foresaw
strengthening cooperation between WMO and regional
organizations such as EUMETSAT and ECMWF. The
organizations in the Region could cooperate with WMO to
ensure that the exchange of information remained free of
charge. He also called on increased cooperation in mediumand long-range forecasting between WMO and ECMWF. He
said the Association needed to focus on the full
implementation of all its programmes, which meant that
assistance would be needed for central and eastern European
countries with economies in transition.
He expressed his appreciation to all those who had
contributed towards the functioning of the Association and the
implementation of its activities, especially the chairpersons
and members of the working groups and rapporteurs. He also
thanked those Member countries that supplied host facilities
for meetings, particularly Israel, for hosting the twelfth session
of the Association. He also thanked the President and
Secretary-General as well as the Secretariat for their support.
9.

Fifth WMO Long-term Plan (2000–2009) (agenda
item 6.2) (Cg-XIII/Docs. 6.2(1); 6.2(1), ADD. 1)
At the invitation of the President, the SECRETARYGENERAL introduced the draft Fifth WMO Long-term Plan
covering the period 2000–2009, as contained in Cg-XIII/Docs.
6.2(1) and 6.2(1) ADD. 1. He said the Executive Council had
mandated its format, structure and contents, as well as the
policy and strategy principles to be included, and it was the
basis for the budget for the thirteenth financial period. All
Member countries had contributed in the planning process,
directly or either through the six regional associations or the
eight technical commissions, as had the other WMO
constituent bodies.
The draft provided WMO’s vision for the future in the
medium and long term, and outlined the purposes and overall
WMO objectives, its opportunities and challenges as well as
trends and advances likely to develop in the period 2000–2003
and beyond. The draft Plan spelled out programmes and
activities for WMO in a way that enabled the Organization to
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evaluate its implementation, while the financial resources
required were also identified.
The Secretary-General stated that through the longterm planning process, WMO Members agreed on the criteria
for priority activities, thus the draft Plan provided a broad
overview of relevant political, social, economic and other
factors in addition to pertinent scientific and technological
advances related to WMO interests and relevant issues. Among
those were globalization, market economies and
modernization; alternative service delivery; international
exchange of data and products; integration of the geosciences;
natural disaster mitigation; climate and climate change;
capacity building; and sustainable development.
Congress would touch upon those issues during its
discussions, as they affected the provision of relevant services
and the role of NMHSs and WMO as a whole. Substantial
linkages existed among those issues; globalization and the shift
to a market economy had led to a review of services which had
traditionally been provided as public services in many
countries. In turn, such reviews had led to the examination of
cost-recovery efforts, commercialization and sometimes to
privatization of some NMHSs. There were, therefore,
implications for global cooperation in the international
exchange of meteorological and related data, as well as in the
provision of appropriate weather and climate services.
WMO sought to strengthen the core activities of
NMHSs and their contribution towards sustainable
development. The Plan also provided details of the
implementation components within major WMO Programmes
and individual scientific and technical programmes.
Regional priorities had been identified by each
of the six regional associations which had emphasized
specific areas in their respective Regions, taking into
account the best interests of the Organization as a whole.
National priorities were important and had also been
identified, taking into account the various challenges facing the
NMHSs.
A specific feature of the draft Fifth Long-term Plan
was the WMO vision statement, “World Meteorological
Organization in the service of mankind: A vision for the
twenty-first century”. Built on international cooperation and
scientific achievements, the vision sought to place WMO in a
position to address challenges posed by changing social,
economic and political situations, rapid changes in technology
as well as environmental concerns to benefit humanity. Such
challenges needed to be turned into opportunities.
The WMO vision statement outlined ways in which
WMO would help to build a better world by enabling countries
to work closely together in the field of meteorology; and in
which the principle of free and unrestricted international
exchange of meteorological data and products was maintained;
where countries, institutions and communities strengthened
their commitment to the collaborative study and monitoring of
the planet’s natural systems; a world where the potential of
early warning systems to reduce losses from severe weather,
flood and drought were fully realized; where collaboration
among the geosciences led to successful seasonal forecasts and
climate predictions for such phenomena as El Niño and global
warming; where international cooperation led to an integrated
global environmental monitoring and service system; and
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where weather and climate applications were harnessed to
sustainable development and national capacities were created
for their maximum use.
The Organization sought to exploit fully the unlimited
possibilities opened up by new technology, in particular,
improvements in satellite data collection, communications and
computing, to ensure that weather, water and climate products
were further improved. WMO also sought to play a leading
role in converting twentieth century research activities into
twenty-first century fully operational services; to enhance the
Organization’s role within the United Nations system in the
coordination of the geosciences and their applications; to help
member countries develop new methods of providing weather,
water and climate information and services that were more
user-oriented, responsive and innovative; to encourage national
strategies to build on the framework of international
cooperation, recognizing that essential core weather, water and
climate services were public goods; and to promote an
international environment in which policy and legislation,
institutions, human resources and management systems
could be used to the advantage of national and global
communities.
The Secretary-General said that in looking ahead to
the first decade of the next century covered by the draft Fifth
WMO Long-term Plan, he had confidence that WMO could
meet the challenges. They could be achieved by working
together with its partners in the United Nations system,
through NMHSs and in cooperation with other international
and national institutions. He believed the draft Plan laid out a
positive set of actions that could be achieved by WMO in the
next decade and wished to urge Congress to adopt the draft
Plan and its accompanying draft resolution.
The plenary was suspended at 12.50 p.m. and reconvened at 2.40 p.m.
General discussion resumed on the SecretaryGeneral’s presentation of the draft Fifth WMO Long-term
Plan. The PRESIDENT explained that general comments were
welcome, but that the more detailed discussions were to take
place during Working Committee B. He called upon the
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT, who served as chairperson of the
Executive Council Working Group on Long-term Planning,
who explained that WMO had been working on Long-term
Plans since 1983. The objective of the Plans was to ensure
effective operation and implementation of WMO’s scientific
and technical programmes and to provide a mechanism for
Members to work together to achieve common goals. He said
that many innovations in context, presentation, strategy and
structure had been introduced in the Fifth WMO Long-term
Plan, and that it would be easier to relate programme goals to
budgetary figures. It was an honour to serve as chairperson of
the Executive Council Working Group on Long-term Planning,
and he thanked the members of the working group and the
Executive Council for its guidance.
The PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION FOR AERONAUTICAL METEOROLOGY called the Fifth WMO Long-term Plan
an iterative process with wide participation, which produced a
very good document. He added, however, that since the Plan
was drafted, CAeM had held its eleventh session in Geneva in
March 1999 and had agreed on several minor changes to the

section dealing with aeronautical meteorology. He would
submit those changes to Working Committee B.
Stating that his delegation supported the Plan, the
DELEGATE OF JAPAN added that it should be flexible enough to
reflect and to adapt to the unforeseen changes in the socioeconomic status of various Member countries.
The DELEGATE OF N EW Z EALAND called the Plan
inspiring and a vision for the twenty-first century. He urged,
however, that activities should not be restricted by the Plan, as
some of the text was not necessarily consistent with other
documents submitted by the Secretary-General, for example
Doc. 7.2(1) on the role and operation of NMHSs. He wished
that statements made by the Secretary-General in his general
remarks when introducing the Plan would be reflected in the
existing text, as followed: “The essential core weather, water
and climate services are public goods, and it would be
desirable to ensure that the related basic activities continue
with public sector support.”
The DELEGATE OF COSTA RICA said the part of the
Plan dealing with hydrology seemed somewhat indefinite
regarding the extent to which WMO would be involved in the
issue of water resources. He called for WMO to define clearly
its role regarding that issue, as there were other organizations
ready to take the lead in hydrological issues.
The DELEGATE OF THE PHILIPPINES said the vision laid
forth in the Plan would provide guidance and refinement of
mission statements for NMHSs. His delegation therefore
endorsed the adoption of the Plan. He also called for the
strengthening of the Tropical Meteorology Research
Programme (TMRP), with emphasis on tropical cyclone
forecasting and on the improvement of the accuracy of very
short- to short-term forecasts, especially on daily weather
forecasting in the tropics. He noted that, thanks to WMO and
its constituent bodies, considerable progress had been made in
seasonal forecasting, specifically regarding the El Niño/
La Niña phenomena. He also noted the increased accuracy of
short- to mid-term forecasting of mid-latitude Member
countries. He said that significant improvement in tropical
weather forecasting could be attained through more intensified
and concerted efforts on research activities.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM believed the
Fifth WMO Long-term Plan was a greatly improved Plan. He
called on Thirteenth Congress to identify clearly its priorities
in the Plan; to identify outputs from the designed programmes;
to ensure that the approved objectives, outputs and
programmes were consistent with the approved budget; and
not to be frightened of change or of changing the structure of
WMO if it helped achieve its objectives within its constrained
budgets.
The DELEGATE OF CANADA called it a great pleasure to
work with the chairperson of the Working Group and
congratulated the President on his earlier speech, as it focused
on the hazards that weather-related events posed to humans.
He also welcomed the focus which had been placed on people
in the draft Fifth WMO Long-term Plan. In addition, he said
that WMO should focus more on results, which would help
Members better argue their positions with national
governments and international organizations.
The DELEGATE OF M ALI said that Mali and other
developing countries were still trying to find their places in the
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application of meteorology, and that the Plan was precisely the
framework they needed to accomplish that, and thus his
delegation supported the Plan. At the same time, the Plan shed
light on regional problems, and he called it very consistent,
meriting Members’ full support. He added, however, that it
required the necessary financial support to be properly
implemented.
Pleased with the overall contents of the Plan, the
DELEGATE OF MALAYSIA wished to make an addition. Referring
to regional priorities, in particular Region V (South-West
Pacific) on pages 50 and 51 of the Plan, he noted that there
were no provisions for the implementation of operational
hydrological activities in the Region. He indicated that he
would submit an appropriate text to the Secretariat for inclusion
in the Plan.
The DELEGATE OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA said that
his delegation fully supported the draft Fifth WMO Long-term
Plan which, beginning in the first decade of the twenty-first
century, displayed two major aspects: the first was scientific
development and the other was increased public awareness of
Meteorological and Hydrological Services. Higher priority
should be given to the development of the global observation
system, particularly upper-air observations and enhancement
of use of NWP output. Public weather services should also be
strengthened to heighten public awareness of the national
Services.
The DELEGATE OF JORDAN welcomed the draft Longterm Plan but regretted the anticipated budgetary reductions as
many countries in the Region needed assistance in adapting to
the new communication protocols and satellite services.
National Services had to adapt to those changes and WMO
should be helping developing countries in that respect. He
stressed that countries able to do so should help those countries
that needed assistance, in the interests of mankind. He cited as
an example the Middle East region where rainfall was 40 per
cent less than on average, and where the lack of water created
a critical situation.
The DELEGATE OF S ENEGAL admitted to some
misgivings with the document, as the African continent had
encountered particularly difficult circumstances that had
resulted in the deterioration of Meteorological Services. Some
Services had been reduced to incapacity and could no longer
function; the network in Africa was already scarce and an
increased burden would mean the disappearance of other parts
of the network. WMO had already made tremendous efforts to
help the Region and his delegation appealed to WMO and the
international community to keep supporting and, indeed,
increasing their support to the African countries that greatly
needed help with their Meteorological Services. He wished to
take the opportunity of thanking along with WMO the
individual countries that had already given help under the VCP,
namely France, Kenya, Morocco, Netherlands, United
Kingdom and United States.
The DELEGATE OF THE RUSSIAN F EDERATION
expressed his appreciation of the Long-term Plan which he
found creative and innovative, and he welcomed the manner in
which priorities had been dealt with in the Plan, in particular
the priorities of the regional associations. The proposals would
guide and enable his country to plan the development of its
NMS. The drafting of a special document for decision makers
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that would be distributed to all Members would help
Governments better understand the mechanisms of the
Organization and eventually help the national Services
improve their activities. He proposed that the Plan also be
distributed to international organizations with whom WMO
collaborated, and to name those organizations in paragraph
6.2.10, thus demonstrating the importance of increased interagency coordination.
Concurring with the views expressed by the delegate
of Senegal, the PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION I stated
that developing countries needed more assistance because of
the worsening economic situation. The rapid advances in
science and technology meant that countries could not cope
with the deterioration of their meteorological systems. He
requested that WMO and the donor countries continue or
increase their assistance to developing countries. He fully
agreed with the objectives as stated in the Plan and pointed out
that those for RA I were included in paragraphs 5.5 to 5.7. To
that, he wished to add that capacity-building also needed to be
taken into consideration, especially with respect to climate or
seasonal prediction while help was also needed for services to
give disaster warnings to help in disaster mitigation. He
thanked WMO for its assistance in the Region through the
VCP and in education and training, as well as donors such as
France, the United Kingdom and the United States for helping
in his country, and the United Republic of Tanzania. He added
that the SADC countries in the Region who had benefited from
FINNIDA support looked forward to receiving additional help
in the future.
The DELEGATE OF N IGERIA believed that the
realization of development could only be based on wellarticulated projects and programmes. His delegation was
pleased with the priority accorded to the ETR Programme
which would be useful for enhancing capacity-building in the
developing countries, especially in his Region. His delegation
would comment during the forthcoming deliberations in
Working Committee B.
The DELEGATE OF ECUADOR expressed satisfaction
with the Plan, in particular as it related to the mitigation of
natural disasters. The Plan was a humanitarian document,
going beyond science and technology and taking into account
populations. The Plan showed such conviction, and
consequently addressed his concerns with respect to extreme
weather events. The El Niño phenomenon provided a natural
laboratory that would be of assistance in helping mitigate
natural disasters. The latest El Niño had proved to be
devastating to the economy of his country, among many others
in the Region, causing more than US $400 million in damages.
Therefore, countries had to learn to live with the El Niño
phenomenon and Governments had to be made aware that
WMO could assist. The Plan was a guide that showed that
WMO could be effective in the service of humankind.
In closing the discussion on the draft Fifth WMO
Long-term Plan, the President, on behalf of Congress,
thanked the Secretary-General for introducing the document.
He noted that the previous speakers had been highly
appreciative of the efforts of the Executive Council Working
Group on Long-term Planning and, particularly, its
chairperson, Mr Sen Roy, and joined in thanking them for their
hard work.
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Consolidated programme and budget 2000–2003
(agenda item 8) (Cg-XIII/Docs. 8(1); 8(1), ADD. 1,
8(2) and 8(3))
The PRESIDENT explained that the Long-term Plan and
the programme and budget were inextricably linked and
invited the Secretary-General to present his budget proposals.
Presenting the programme and budget for the
thirteenth financial period, the SECRETARY-GENERAL said that
the budget proposals had been developed in full coordination
with the draft Fifth WMO Long-term Plan, in order to ensure
consistency between those two key documents. An earlier draft
of the budget document had been presented to the fiftieth
session of the Executive Council after examination by the
Financial Advisory Committee. The comments made by the
Executive Council were contained in document Cg-XIII/Doc.
8(2). After analysis by the Secretary-General, his comments
were included in document Cg-XIII/Doc. 8(3). He announced
that the Executive Council had reached a compromise budget
of SFR 257.3 million. That amount was determined by using
the zero-nominal growth figure of SFR 248.8 million
determined by the Executive Council, plus an additional
SFR 5.0 million from Members, plus SFR 3.5 from the sale of
the old WMO building.
With inflation estimates in Switzerland revised
downward to 1.3 per cent from 2 per cent, the recosted zeroreal growth figure stood at SFR 254.1, compared with the
earlier figure of SFR 267.9 million, leading to a recalculation
of the Executive Council’s compromise figure to a figure of
SFR 251.2 million.
He stressed that the responsibility of Thirteenth
Congress was of exceptional importance in adopting the
programme and budget, profoundly affecting WMO’s role in
such growing global issues as climate and climate change,
drought and desertification, mitigation of natural disasters,
water resources assessment, ozone layer depletion and
atmospheric environment, and its effective contribution to
capacity building and sustainable development during the
thirteenth financial period and beyond.
New programme initiatives, the new internal audit
function and other requirements that were not provided for in
the twelfth financial period would need to be funded during
the upcoming financial period and would need to be
accommodated by raising the budgeted staff vacancy factor to
13 per cent from 10 per cent.
He said he formulated his proposals in such a way as
to describe clearly the programme activities and expected
programme outputs. He also said that a new emphasis
had been placed on priorities during preparation of the
programme and budget proposals for ongoing high-priority
programmes.
The Executive Council considered that the WWW was
the basic programme of the Organization. The SecretaryGeneral called it the backbone of virtually all the scientific and
technical programmes, providing the technical and procedural
infrastructure for delivering the basic data, products and
support functions they required. He said WWW would follow
a multidimensional but balanced strategy during the next four
years. One dimension was to emphasize strengthening the
operational capabilities of developing countries in order to
enable them to participate fully in WWW, while another would

continue to focus on the modernization of the WWW system’s
infrastructure and operational procedures. All WWW
component programmes needed to include training and
development of technical guidance, together with engineering
advice, which would be enhanced through the WWW system
support activities (SSA) programme. The WWW programme
and budget proposals identified high-priority activities and
pertained mainly to implementation aspects of the
commercialization issue, new requirements for the
development and implementation of telecommunications and
data management functions, and services for the GCOS.
Some of the high-priority initiatives under the various
WWW subprogrammes included the Global Observing System
(GOS), GTS, the Global Data-processing System (GDPS), the
Instruments and Methods of Observation Programme (IMOP)
and TCP. The redesign of GOS was to continue as the
fundamental prerequisite for WMO to meet, inter alia,
WWW’s increasing NWP activities. He said that continued
efforts were needed to prevent the further erosion of global
surface and upper-air networks, with an emphasis on
conversion of meteorological satellites and the associated
receiving stations from analogue to digital transmission
formats, with a view to ensuring uninterrupted satellite
receiving capabilities for all Members.
The major thrusts for the GTS were to be through
coordinated implementation to take the best advantage of the
advances in telecommunication techniques and services for
attaining a more cost-effective and flexible GTS to support
WWW and other WMO Programmes. The programme also
included activities for the coordination and management of
radio frequencies for meteorology.
The GDPS would continue to work for the provision
of improved forecast products and services from the World and
Regional Specialized Meteorological Centres to the National
Centres, so that NMHSs could meet their national
responsibilities. Improvements were to be made possible
through advances in data-assimilation techniques, further
progress in NWP techniques, longer forecast ranges, enhanced
verification techniques and capacity-building measures to
augment the generation and use of NWP products in
developing countries. The WWW Data Management
(WWWDM) programme would coordinate data-management
activities of NMHSs to ensure the most efficient use of
resources.
The IMOP would continue to promote the use of
observing systems through training and technology transfer to
meet better the needs of developing countries. The Regional
Instrument Centres were to be strengthened and together with
technical conferences invigorate technology transfer activities.
Standardization and calibration of meteorological and
geophysical instruments and methods of observation would
continue to be essential for ensuring the long-term quality of
observations.
The main long-term objective of the TCP was to assist
Members in upgrading the capabilities of NMHSs to provide
better tropical cyclone, flood and storm surge forecasts and
more effective warnings. Outputs were to include coordinated
regional operational plans for the most effective tropical
cyclone warning services, comprehensive plans for enhancing
tropical cyclone disaster mitigation, improved tropical cyclone
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and storm surge forecasting, and assistance to Members in
capacity building of NMHSs, as follow-on activities to the
IDNDR.
The WCP remained the linchpin of WMO’s activities
in climate-related matters, through which the Organization
made its contribution to the Climate Agenda, and through
which CCl was coordinated. The United Nations system
continued to look to WMO for leadership on the climate issue,
in coordinating the science and technological infrastructure
that underpinned the growing number of climate-related
activities of the United Nations programmes and those of its
specialized agencies.
Development of the CLIPS project included the
promotion of CLIPS, the development of technical capabilities
in climate prediction, and improvement of coordination
between forecast producers. The Regional Climate Outlook
Forums, which were conducted during and since the
1997–1998 El Niño event, represented the main method of
progress to date and would continue to lead to improved
effectiveness in communicating climate information, including
forecasts, to user communities. Those forums provided
opportunities for capacity building, both for NMHS providers
and users. Regional training workshops and roving seminars
were also planned to be held.
With the increasing skill of model-based seasonal-tointerannual timescale predictions, there was a need for strong
cooperation between WWW and WCP/CLIPS in the
development of support infrastructure, which would optimize
the mix of capabilities within the existing basic systems of
WMO and the new capabilities emerging from successful
research programmes such as the Tropical Ocean and Global
Atmosphere (TOGA) programme and the Climate Variability
and Predictability (CLIVAR) study. The CCl/CLIVAR Joint
Working Group on Climate Change Detection would
coordinate the Climate Change Detection Project, the initial
results of which were anticipated to be included in the Third
IPCC Assessment. A book on the climate of the twentieth
century was in preparation as part of the WMO fiftieth
anniversary celebrations, and annual statements would
continue throughout the financial period.
The Secretary-General said the continuing success of
the CLICOM project in meeting the diverse climate datamanagement needs of Members would rely on funds
contributed through WMO’s VCP for the provision of
equipment and related training.
He called the World Climate Research Programme
(WCRP) the key international scientific programme aimed at
developing an improved understanding of climate as well as
global and regional climate-change predictions. The
programme, undertaken jointly by WMO, IOC of UNESCO
and ICSU, would follow a broad-based, multidisciplinary
strategy, in which all aspects of the climate system would be
investigated, as outlined in the Fifth WMO Long-term Plan.
The GCOS was to focus on completing the GCOS
Initial Operational System for the atmosphere, oceans and land
surface; continue furthering the Integrated Global Observing
Strategy (IGOS); establish an operational data and information
management system; and complete the first set of
demonstration projects initiated during the twelfth financial
period.
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He said participation in the IPCC thematic and
regional workshops and assessment activities was a direct
method of building up the scientific and technical capacity and
infrastructure of developing countries. He proposed
maintaining provisions for hosting the IPCC Secretariat in
WMO and contributing to the IPCC Trust Fund.
Support would have to be given during the thirteenth
financial period to the Secretariats of IPCC, GCOS, UNFCCC
and UNCCD. He also called on WMO to remain the lead
agency in providing the overall coordination of the WCP.
He called for a new emphasis and considerable
resources for AREP’s GAW, calling it the only worldwide
long-term monitoring programme of the chemical composition
of the atmosphere.
The newly-established World Weather Research
Programme (WWRP), with its focus on high-impact weather,
defined as weather that affected the quality of life, was
economically disruptive or life-threatening, would continue its
emphasis on medium- and long-range forecasting. The TMRP
would promote and coordinate research activities in highpriority areas, with major attention given to the weather system
scale, as well as prediction of monsoons, droughts and other
seasonal events.
As interest in the possibilities of modifying the
weather remained strong, the Eighth International Conference
on Weather Modification was proposed as an international
forum for information exchange.
Under the Applications of Meteorology Programme,
the PWS Programme would continue to develop Members’
capacities to provide the best possible meteorological
information, warnings and forecasts in support of life and
property by, inter alia, assisting Members to become more
user-focused, by improving the dissemination of products, and
by improving Members’ relations with the media.
The Agricultural Meteorology Programme would
continue to assist Members in providing meteorological and
related services to the agricultural community through the
implementation of six projects, which included the promotion
of agrometeorological applications and determination of
agrometeorological adaptation strategies to climate variability
and climate change.
The Aeronautical Meteorology Programme would
focus on the development and implementation of the World
Area Forecast System (WAFS) and on the improvement of
forecasting and warming of meteorological hazards, training
and development of the interface between service providers
and users, and the impact of aviation on the environment.
A major thrust of the Marine Meteorology and
Associated Oceanographic Activities Programme would be the
implementation of an operational oceanographic observing and
data-management system to support enhanced service
provision to marine users, as well as global climate
monitoring, research and prediction. The adoption of the
proposal for JCOMM would result in more effective and
efficient use of resources for programme implementation.
The HWRP would continue to be directed towards
assisting the Hydrological Services of Members to meet
increasing demands for the assessment and development of
water resources and protection from the threat of natural
disasters. In 1999, 22 countries were under water stress, and
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by the year 2025, one-third of the projected global population
of 8.5 billion was expected to be under water stress. The main
thrust of the Programme would continue to be centred on
operational hydrology, with support through the further
development of the World Hydrological Cycle Observing
System (WHYCOS), aimed at improving the availability of
water resources data and information. Further support was to
be provided through the Hydrological Operational
Multipurpose System (HOMS). In addition, the problems of
rapid urbanization, changing hydrological regimes, arid and
semi-arid regions and the over-exploitation of groundwater in
small islands and low-lying coastal areas also needed to be
urgently addressed. To address those problems, two new
component programmes on sustainable development of water
resources and on capacity building in hydrology and water
resources were being proposed.
The ETR Programme was well recognized and
appreciated by Members and therefore deserved high priority.
The proposed budget foresaw continuation of traditional
activities, such as training seminars and workshops. The
increase in WMO Members had also increased the
requirements for fellowships, thus the high priority accorded
to that subprogramme. Thus, high priority would be placed on
all activities that would assist Members in their capacitybuilding efforts, with proposed resources providing assistance
to Regional Meteorological Training Centres (RMTCs) and
new training activities.
The Regional Programme supported the implementation of activities of the regional associations, assisting
Members in strengthening NMHSs through regional training
seminars, workshops and technical conferences, as well as
implementation coordination meetings. Those activities were
carried out through the three Regional Offices for Africa, the
Americas, and for Asia and the South-West Pacific, as well as
through the Subregional Offices for Western Africa, Eastern
and Southern Africa, Northern America, Central America and
the Caribbean, and the South-West Pacific. Additional
Subregional Offices for Asia and for Central Eastern Europe
were being studied for possible implementation during the
thirteenth financial period. The activities of those offices were
harmonized with the TCO Department, resulting in increased
support to Members as the offices evolved into more effective
focal points within the regions.
The TCO Programme aimed at ensuring the
enhancement and development of NMHSs. Their main sources
of funding for the upcoming financial period were expected to
come mainly from trust funds, the VCP, GEF, UNDP, the
World Bank, the United Nations Foundation, regional
development banks and the WMO regular budget, as well as
bilateral and multilateral cooperation arrangements.
Restructuring of the TCO Department and harmonization of
Regional and Subregional Offices with the TCO Department
were two measures the Secretariat took during the twelfth
financial period to adjust expenditures according to revenue.
Budgetary proposals concerning TCO related essentially to the
funding of core Secretariat support to the programme.
Operational activities and projects were funded primarily from
extrabudgetary sources.
Programme Support Services covered such basic
Secretariat functions as servicing, conferences and meetings,

interpretation and documentation services, translation,
reproduction of documents, and editing, design and printing of
publications.
Despite economy measures that included a 30 per cent
reduction in the volume of documentation for constituent body
meetings, the overall increased demand for documentation,
including that associated with the additional requirements for
Arabic and Chinese languages, imposed a net increase on the
demand for services that had required an increase in the use of
temporary staff and of outsourcing. Internal trading for
Languages, Publications and Conferences had been
implemented in order to foster awareness and effectiveness.
WMO publications deemed essential for scientific and
technical programmes were defined by Congress resolutions
as mandatory publications and were funded through the WMO
regular budget and the Publications Fund. The remaining
publications were funded on a case-by-case basis under the
relevant programmes.
Development of information systems, through the
acquisition of hardware and software, and of the Internet — to
provide information to Members — would be major thrusts of
the thirteenth financial period for the Office Automation
System (OAS). The Information and Public Affairs (IPA)
Programme would further contribute to the development of the
WMO Home Page to generate greater public awareness of
WMO.
Drawing attention to document Cg-XIII//Doc. 8(1),
ADD. 1, the Secretary-General requested that Congress
authorize him to revise staffing tables with the same authority
he had been given during the twelfth financial period, so as to
enable him to make the best use of the available resources in
view of increased requirements. Twelfth Congress converted
the maximum number of established posts in the Secretariat
(246) into an overall staff cost ceiling to allow for greater
flexibility. The ceiling of 246 posts as a limit on staff with
permanent and fixed-term contracts had nevertheless been kept
in force.
In order to meet financial obligations, it was found
necessary to maintain a 13 per cent across-the-board vacancy
factor, compared with a 10 per cent vacancy factor for the
twelfth financial period. Budgetary restraints and cash flow
problems resulted in an increased number of long-term
temporary staff, and he was implementing measures to
improve the working conditions of long-term temporary staff,
some of which had already been implemented.
Although operating from the new and larger WMO
Headquarters building would require some increases in
budgetary resources to cover the higher costs of maintenance,
utilities, etc., the loan repayments and higher operating costs
would be offset to the maximum amount possible by rental of
surplus office space, and the impact on WMO Programmes
would be minimal.
The Secretary-General restated his zero-real growth
budget at SFR 254.1 million. Congress had also received the
report of the fiftieth session of the Executive Council in
document Cg-XIII//Doc. 8(2). Adjustment to achieve that
recommended budget level gave a revised figure of SFR 251.2
million. The Executive Council also suggested minimum
percentages to be allocated to certain high-priority
programmes, which were accepted and included in the
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proposal, but were still open to discussion at Thirteenth
Congress.
In concluding, he said that proposals for the thirteenth
financial period included the basic resource requirements for
the provision of meteorological and hydrological services in
all countries and responded to, and anticipated, urgent global
issues. The Secretary-General stressed that the thirteenth
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financial period was a critical time for WMO as it fulfilled its
important role in global issues of the twenty-first century.
Members were therefore urged to extend their full commitment
to the programmes of the Organization, whether financed from
the regular budget or from extrabudgetary sources.
The meeting rose at 4.10 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE FOURTH PLENARY MEETING
6 May 1999 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 2.35 p.m.
11.

Report of the Credentials Committee (agenda
item 1.5) (Cg-XIII/PINKS 1.2(1) and 1.5 (1))
Presenting the first report of the Credentials
Committee, the CHAIRPERSON OF THE C REDENTIALS
COMMITTEE reported that the credentials of 148 Members
were found to be in order.
The delegates of Hungary, Syrian Arab Republic and
Uruguay stated that, although their credentials had been
submitted, the names of their countries did not appear in
Documents Cg-XIII/PINKS 1.2(1) and 1.5(1).
After assurances by the chairperson of the Credentials
Committee that he would examine the matter and report back
to the next Plenary, the P RESIDENT confirmed that the
Credentials Committee would consider credentials throughout
Congress and would issue subsequent reports.
The first report of the Credentials Committee, as contained in Documents Cg-XIII/PINKS 1.2(1) and 1.5(1), was
approved.
12.

Statement by the Observer from Palestine
In the context of agenda item 2.1, the OBSERVER FROM
PALESTINE took the floor at the invitation of the President.
The OBSERVER FROM PALESTINE wished to inform
Congress of the status of meteorology in Palestine. The
Palestine Meteorological Office was established in March
1997. A detailed implementation plan had been prepared,
taking into consideration present and future arrangements
encompassing national, regional and global needs. The
Secretary-General had been informed of the necessity for the
Service as well as the difficulties, be they administrative,
technical or geographical. The various comments of WMO and
the European and neighbouring Arab countries were taken into
consideration in the formulation of the plan.
At present, six synoptic stations as well as
five climate and over 60 rainfall stations were in operation,
among them the station at the Gaza airport. Meteorological
records had been collected and annual forecasts and reports
were being issued. There was great demand for those
data and they had been submitted to national as well as
international bureaux. Past climate records had been collected
in order to build a national data bank and the Office issued
weather forecasts for various purposes, including weather
bulletins disseminated to the media. Information was
exchanged with the Arab countries and with the Israeli
Meteorological Service.
Another objective was to train staff locally, as well as
in the neighbouring Arab countries. Thus far, 24 persons had
been trained in Egypt and had taken up their duties at the

Palestinian Meteorological Office and others were being
trained in Egypt, Morocco and the Russian Federation.
The Office had been exerting tremendous efforts in its
contact with all countries and had requested assistance. All of
the achievements thus far would not have been possible
without outside assistance, for example, the assistance of
Egypt, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates in the operation of the Gaza airport. He wished to
express his appreciation and gratitude to all who had provided
assistance. Various European organizations had assisted in
field missions, and the majority of the instruments at the Gaza
airport had been provided by Spain; Germany and German
institutions had provided various instruments, as had British
organizations. The achievements were also due to the great
moral and material assistance offered by WMO, which had
helped with training, in finalizing the meteorological
programme and in providing publications and training aids.
WMO was also taking effective measures to implement the
Mediterranean Hydrological Cycle Observing System (MEDHYCOS) project.
Wishing to give historical background, he affirmed
that weather and climate had a long history with the
Palestinian people, and records collected in Jerusalem were
used in climate change studies. Prior to 1967, three synoptic
stations — Gaza, Jericho and Jerusalem — were under Egypt
and Jordanian authority. However, at present, the two former
stations formed part of the national Palestinian network, while
the latter remained under Israeli authority. He expressed the
strong desire of the Palestine Meteorological Office to have
that station form part of its network. He expressed the hope of
successfully obtaining that station within the framework of the
peace negotiations.
Noting that he was addressing Congress as an
observer, the observer of Palestine stated that the Palestine
Meteorological Office would apply for full membership in
WMO. In the Palestine Meteorological Office’s first
communication with WMO, an invitation had been extended
to the Secretary-General to inaugurate the Office when it
entered into full operation, and it was hoped that would occur
in the not too distance future.
He concluded his remarks by adding that the
Palestinian people believed in peace and were committed to
work to achieve that end so that peace became a reality in his
region.
The DELEGATE OF I SRAEL said his delegation
welcomed a few aspects of the statement made by the observer
from Palestine, especially his call for peace and cooperation.
He also said his delegation welcomed any assistance given by
WMO or its Members to the Palestinian Authority. His
delegation regretted, however, what he called an attempt to
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politicize the work of Thirteenth Congress. Israel, however,
could not disregard some of the statements without
responding. With respect to Jerusalem, Israel’s position was
absolutely clear that it considered Jerusalem to be the capital
of Israel, undivided under Israeli sovereignty. He stressed that
under Article 17 of the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement,
Jerusalem was a Final Status negotiation issue, and that the
Palestinians had no authority or powers in that city. He said
that Israel objected to raising that issue in any other context
because it might prejudge the outcome of Final Status
negotiations. Agreeing with the statements about cooperation,
he said that the Israeli Meteorological Service cooperated with
the Palestinian Authority under the provisions of the IsraeliPalestinian Interim Agreement, under which both sides agreed
on a wide range of cooperation in the sphere of meteorology,
in particular the update of weather forecasts and transfer of
weather information. Israel had transferred to the Palestinian
Authority synoptic stations and equipment in working order,
with no interruption in their functioning, and that the Israeli
Meteorological Service provided the Palestinians updated 48hour forecasts twice daily. He added that the Palestinians also
supplied the Israelis with similar forecasts, but that the
Palestinian observer had only briefly mentioned that fact. He
said that, while it was true, as the Palestinian observer had
pointed out, that the historical rainfall record of Jerusalem was
used in climate change studies, the longest of those was
produced by the Israeli Meteorological Service. Finally, he
regretted that the Palestinian observer, while calling for peace,
had not used the full name of Israel in his statement.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES welcomed the
cooperation that existed between WMO, the Palestinian
Authority and Israel, and thought it was helpful to the peace
process in the Middle East. He added, however, that as a
matter of policy the United States Government did not wish to
see technical United Nations specialized agencies politicized,
and that Thirteenth Congress was not the appropriate forum in
which to discuss the status of Jerusalem.
Concurring that WMO was a scientific organization
first and foremost, and not a political organization,
the DELEGATE OF EGYPT called for a document stating that
WMO was not a political organization and should not be
politicized.
The delegate of Jordan stated that the Jerusalem station
had Jordanian number 40280, and in that respect a letter had
been submitted to the Secretary-General stating that Israel had
been issuing information from that station bearing a different
number. He requested that the use of the station cease until the
end of peace negotiations as it was considered Jordanian
property. It was important for the station to continue to
operate, but with the appropriate number that appeared in
WMO documentation. With respect to the comment on rainfall
measurement in Jerusalem, he explained that was done by
using information obtained from churches in Jerusalem, which
had been supplying that information for the past 150 years.
Assuring the delegate of Jordan that the Secretariat
would examine the matter, the PRESIDENT said that he believed
all Members would agree that WMO was not a political
organization. He gave assurances that all of the statements
made on the issue would be recorded in the minutes of the
Proceedings.

13.

Consolidated programme and budget 2000–2003
(continued) (agenda item 8) (Cg-XIII/Docs. 8(1),
8(1), ADD. 1, 8(2) and 8(3))
Turning to the Secretary-General’s presentation of his
consolidated programme and budget proposals during the
Third Plenary Meeting, the P RESIDENT invited general
comments on that agenda item. He said the purpose was to
give general guidance to the Programme and Budget
Subcommittee, including guidance on overall priorities, for the
next four years.
The DELEGATE OF F RANCE , stating that budgetary
decisions were becoming more difficult as the majority of
NMHSs in the world were facing funding reductions, said it
was for that reason that some Members supported a zeronominal growth budget. He disputed the arguments in favour
of a zero-nominal growth budget. One was efficiency. While
his delegation supported the idea of a more efficient
organization, he said that WMO could easily benefit from
progress in automation and from the reduction in personnel
costs which that entailed. Another was administrative costs.
Upon examination of the budget proposals, where
administrative costs accounted for 40 per cent of the budget,
those actual costs were in support of programmes, while the
purely administrative costs comprised approximately 18 per
cent of the budget. That was a fair amount taking into
consideration the additional expenditures required for the
administration of the new Headquarters building. France was
in favour of a budget that supported the needs of the
Organization, as WMO had operated for many years under a
very constrained budget. He noted that the budget contained
clear and precise indications of the various expenditures, while
leaving the Secretariat with extremely limited margin on that
matter. He expressed his concern with the budget transfers
between some of the programmes, such as TCO, a programme
dear to his delegation, that had seen its financing cut by more
than a third. In a situation where some Members supported a
zero-real growth budget and others a zero-growth budget,
compromises must be found. His delegation was in favour of
that compromise and during the previous session of the
Executive Council had made some recommendations to that
effect. The Executive Council had recommended to Congress a
budget which he called balanced and which corresponded to
every delegation’s main concerns. Taking into account the new
rate of inflation, realistically-speaking the budget corresponded
exactly to that proposed by the Executive Council. He said his
delegation believed that a zero-nominal growth budget, to
which SFR 2.4 million could be added from the sale of the old
premises, was a good compromise, and reflected consensus
among the Members. Therefore, France supported the budget
without reservations.
The DELEGATE OF U GANDA called the WWW the
lifeblood of WMO and its Members, and thanked WMO and
the Secretary-General for their assistance to the Uganda
Meteorological Service. He also wished to thank MetéoFrance, the United Kingdom Meteorological Office, NOAA,
along with the United States country’s National Weather
Service, the Australian Weather Bureau, and EUMETSAT,
among others for their assistance to Uganda. He added that his
country required further support to deal with the Y2K problem
and Meteosat second generation (MSG). He called the ETR
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Programme crucial, especially for capacity-building in
developing countries. The Regional Programme, which he
believed seemed constrained by inadequate resources that were
felt especially in developing countries, also deserved serious
attention from Thirteenth Congress.
The DELEGATE OF B OTSWANA congratulated the
Secretary-General and expressed appreciation for the WMO
support to her country. She said the emphasis for the next
financial period would rest with WWW, under which she
would be looking for the strengthening of those stations that
contributed to GCOS and problems associated with the GCOS
upper-air network. She said that very little education and
training had been coming from WMO because there was no
provision for it under its regular budget. She said that other
programmes, for instance TCO, also could not be overlooked.
That programme previously received support from UNDP,
support that would no longer be forthcoming as none had been
received during the twelfth financial period. She mentioned
NWP as a new area for developing countries, an area for which
specific training was required to enable her country’s experts
to study and help countries develop their own local products.
She said it was no longer satisfactory to provide only 24-hour
forecasts, and her country needed the resources, in the form of
training and experts, to provide longer forecasts. The budget
should foresee the strengthening of services. Her delegation
supported the proposed budget.
The DELEGATE OF CHINA stated that the SecretaryGeneral’s comprehensive and detailed proposals to adjust the
budget as a result of such factors as inflation were reasonable
and feasible. Continuing development meant that requirements
for meteorological and hydrological services were always
increasing, and WMO and the NMHSs had to explore new
ways to meet the increasing demands and to find appropriate
funding. His delegation supported the proposed budget and
hoped that the WWW Programme would be given the highest
priority, along with the ETR, the Regional and the TCO
Programmes.
It was a known fact that developing countries faced
difficult financial situations and had to live with financial
constraints, said the DELEGATE OF S UDAN . Such countries
needed support from all relevant bodies and programmes,
especially WWW, CLIPS, the Climate Agenda, as well as
others related to West Africa. He thanked WMO and those
countries, particularly the United Kingdom, who had given
assistance in technical cooperation, and Intelsat for its
assistance in the use of satellites, and urged that all continue
their support.
The DELEGATE OF THE NETHERLANDS was encouraged
by the procedure in which there was a relation between the
results of the Organization and the budgeting process, to better
define policies and improve transparency. He pointed out that
not only developing countries but also developed countries had
severe financial problems. For instance, in the Netherlands, the
budget for meteorology had decreased but, in view of the
importance of WMO, his country accepted the proposal for
zero-nominal growth. The proposals relating to priorities were
also acceptable. Outstanding contributions had a negative
effect on programmes and their implementation and he would
be pleased to see the Secretariat provide information in that
respect. Also, with respect to the implementation of the
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programme priorities and the percentages agreed to at Twelfth
Congress, he wished to see what had actually transpired during
the twelfth financial period. Concurring with the delegations
who had spoken during Congress and who all agreed that the
WWW demanded the highest priority, his delegation proposed
that not only the percentage of funds but the nominal amount
be allocated to that Programme.
The DELEGATE OF THE U NITED R EPUBLIC OF
TANZANIA agreed that the proposed budget took into account
most of the major programmes, such as the WWW. He also
expressed his gratitude to WMO for the assistance rendered,
as well as to other countries such as France and the United
Kingdom. Without assistance, however, many countries in his
Region would find it difficult to fulfil the minimum demands
of the WWW Programme and GCOS. Assistance to
developing countries was vitally needed to enable them to
continue their work. Emphasis should be placed on the WWW,
TCO, ETR and Regional Programmes. His delegation
supported the proposed budget.
The DELEGATE OF PHILIPPINES noted the difficulties in
preparing the consolidated programme and budget and in
striking a balance between the amount of money available, on
one hand, and the allocation of such amounts to priority
programmes and projects on the other. His delegation agreed
with the proposal to increase the budget for the WWW and the
ETR Programmes. He expressed concern over the reduction in
the budget for IPA. The Applications of Meteorology
Programme, particularly stressed the value of the Guide to
Public Weather Services Practices (WMO-No. 834). Reducing
financial support for those programmes was a disservice to the
NMHSs of developing countries, he believed, and he was
further disappointed at the reduction in the budget for WCP,
specifically for the development of CLIPS. That reduction
would result in the cancellation of a project he deemed
extremely important — assistance to Members in developing
national climate programmes. NMHSs had gained enhanced
credibility and respect due to improved seasonal forecasts and
service delivery during the latest El Niño event. He believed it
was not the proper time to reduce support for such worthwhile
programmes and projects.
Referring to Cg-XIII/Doc. 8(1), page 204, the
DELEGATE OF M ONGOLIA proposed that Table 168,
Subregional Office for Asia, be amended to indicate either an
International Professional Officer in the P.1 to P.4 column, or
that National Professional Officer be replaced by International
Professional Officer in the following column, and that the
other relevant parts of the budget be aligned, as a matter of
principle. Asia was a continent of great diversity of language
and culture, he stated, and there was a large gap between
developed and developing countries. Therefore, resources for
the Subregional Office should be increased to help overcome
the gap. He also suggested that the text in Cg-XIII/Doc. 8(3),
Appendix C, page 6, paragraph 3162 be amended to include
the words “and new cost-effective observation instruments and
technology” after the word “intercomparisons”. He would
submit the proposed text to the Secretariat.
Noting that the majority of comments on the
programme and budget proposals he had heard thus far had
been favourable, the DELEGATE OF BENIN was in agreement
with those views. The proposed budget was very positive for
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the Organization, he said, and he was certain that when next
Congress met in 2003, the same assessment would be given
when examining the thirteenth financial period’s achievements.
To continue in a positive vein, Members should take due
account of the proposals put forward in the SecretaryGeneral’s budget. His delegation, therefore, supported the
Secretary-General’s proposed budget.
The DELEGATE OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION said that
the Russian Federation supported the key elements in the
budget, and that the WWW should remain WMO’s main
programme and should be accorded appropriate priority. He
stressed that the problem of funding acutely affected both
developing and developed countries, necessitating the move
toward zero-nominal growth. He also addressed four other
points: (a) Members should understand that unless
contributions were paid on a regular basis, it would not be
possible for the Organization to operate in the manner in which
it should. He said that the problem could be more effectively
resolved if the Organization adopted the United Nations
Principle, which assessed countries in a realistic manner
according to their capability to pay; (b) Budgetary constraints
necessitated a search for ways and means to enhance the
effectiveness of WMO activities, such as was done after
Twelfth Congress; (c) Congress needed new ideas on how to
mobilize extrabudgetary funding. For example, other bodies
such as GEF could help with WMO’s environmental
programmes. Better understanding among potential funding
sources of the role of NMHSs could lead to increased funding;
and (d) he welcomed WMO’s beautiful new building, but
expressed concern that expenditures on the building would be
an additional financial burden on the Organization. He
therefore called for a detailed accounting of expenses relating
to the building and what type of resources might be obtained
through leasing parts of the building.
Stating that the considerations during Plenary were
intended to provide guidance to the Programme and Budget
Subcommittee, the F IRST V ICE -P RESIDENT believed that
Members would have been better able to provide that guidance
had they been privy to the discussions and recommendations
of the Financial Advisory Committee (FINAC). Members had
heard reference to FINAC recommendations, but did not know
what those recommendations were. He thought that the
manner in which the agenda was scheduled put many
Members at a distinct disadvantage on a very important issue.
Associating himself with the views of the First VicePresident, the DELEGATE OF MALI expressed his delegation’s
appreciation for the budget, particularly on the new initiatives
and reforms. He said that the budgets of the Meteorological
Services of developing countries comprised the national
budget and the WMO budget, both complementing each other.
The WMO budget comprised the ordinary budget and
extrabudgetary resources. With respect to extrabudgetary
sources, he thanked all those who had assisted his country,
particularly China, France, Italy, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom and the United States, and hoped that he could count
on their continued support. With respect to the WMO regular
budget, he said that the various ways in which figures could be
interpreted could present problems. Also, the setting of
priorities posed some difficulties for his delegation, and the
Organization had to take into account the differing needs and

requirements of Members. His delegation supported the overall
basis of the budget, but asked the Organization to consider that
in some countries, such as Mali, if there was not sufficiently
good information given by the meteorological or
agrometeorological services, then agriculture and, hence, the
country’s growth would be affected.
The DELEGATE OF ALGERIA said the programme and
budget covered all the activities related to meteorological
services as well as the challenges that existed today. He
supported priority being given to WWW, which was the
backbone of the Organization and of NMHSs. The
Applications of Meteorology Programme was a means for
Meteorological Services to improve their status regarding users
of meteorological data. It was important to stress the fact that
the development of all those programmes would be an illusion
for the developing countries if the necessary human and
financial resources were not forthcoming. The ETR and the
TCO Programmes constituted essential support for developing
countries to adjust to new technology and to meet the
challenges that lay ahead. The resources made available by the
Algerian Government were dwindling and consequently the
budget for meteorological services had fallen below what it
should have been in nominal terms. He also wished to take the
opportunity to thank the countries participating in the VCP. He
fully supported the proposals for the Secretary-General’s
programme and budget.
The DELEGATE OF NIGERIA stated that most African
countries found it difficult to rank the projects in the budget
with respect to priorities in order to achieve an ideal
Meteorological Service. The ETR, TCO, WWW and Regional
Programmes were most important. Particular importance
should be placed on the TCO Programme, as funding from
other sources had fallen off sharply, for example from UNDP.
His delegation supported the zero-real growth budget and
would submit their recommendations during the Committee
deliberations.
Supporting the need for strengthening the ETR, TCO
and HWR Programmes, the DELEGATE OF M OROCCO said
those programmes had contributed to capacity building, to
increasing availability of human resources and to improving
NMHSs in many developing countries. It was difficult to adapt
to new equipment and new technologies in the field of
meteorology. For that reason, a large share of his country’s
meteorology budget was devoted to basic training and
professional vocational training. In that respect, his country
had benefited from WMO assistance as well as bilateral
cooperation from countries such as France, Italy, Spain, the
United Kingdom and the United States. Workshops and roving
seminars had been organized with WMO for the benefit of
Morocco and other countries in the region. His delegation
supported the budget proposals.
The DELEGATE OF NORWAY stressed that the highest
priority should be given to the WWW and the basic scientific
and technical programmes. Sufficient resources should be put
aside to enable the Members to implement the basic observing
system and to ensure that observations were made available.
Water resources should also receive high priority. His
delegation gave high priority to the role of WMO in climaterelated issues. Resources should also be available for the
continuing restructuring of WMO. In addition, he expressed
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concern about outstanding contributions and urged Members
to pay their contributions in time, so that the programmes
could be implemented.
The proposed programmes needed an adequate budget
in order to be properly implemented, declared the DELEGATE
OF SENEGAL. Consideration should be given to the fact that
countries were developing at different rates. With respect to
the African region, he wished to express his gratitude with
regard to the voluntary support received and hoped that it
would continue in the thirteenth financial period. His
delegation gave unreserved support to the proposed
programme and budget.
The DELEGATE OF MALAWI wished to place on record
his country’s gratitude and appreciation for the technical
assistance received from WMO and other countries through
the VCP, inter alia, Australia, Egypt, France, Germany, the
United Kingdom and the United States. He was delighted that,
in their reports, the presidents of the regional associations had
recommended that WMO increase funding for its programmes.
The ETR Programme was crucial for his country’s
Meteorological Service, as recently staff turnover in the
NMHS had been high. If assistance in the form of fellowships
was not soon forthcoming, then disruptions in the aeronautical
and public weather services would occur within the next five
years. Aeronautical and public weather services had the
greatest visibility for the NMHS and, as a result, he urged
WMO to increase funding for fellowships during the thirteenth
financial period, His delegation joined with a number of others
in supporting the zero-real growth budget proposal.
Supporting the approach taken of the relation between
the programme and budget, the outcomes and the long-term
plan, the DELEGATE OF CANADA believed it to be a step in the
right direction for the Organization. His delegation supported
the many comments that emphasis should be placed on the
WWW and the ETR Programmes, as those were critical to all
Members. It was of significant importance to examine the
availability of funds from other sources, particularly from
UNDP and GEF. WMO should work with Member States in
convincing the UNDP of the value of assisting all programmes
within the NMHSs, in order to provide better warning and
forecasting systems, to mitigate the loss of life and high socioeconomic costs related to extreme weather events. He reported
that some progress had been made, through IACCA, in
convincing GEF that it was appropriate to invest in climate
observations under the UNFCCC.
The DELEGATE OF ITALY was pleased that the spirit of
the numerous discussions had been taken into account by the
Secretary-General when formulating the budget proposals. He
particularly wished to support the relevance in the programme
and budget given to the WWW and to the ETR Programmes.
The DELEGATE OF ZIMBABWE observed that in most of
the developing countries, there was a high rate of staff turnover
and that the majority of the support to overcome that problem
was provided through the TCO Programme. Therefore, his
delegation would support any consideration that would make
that Programme more effective and hoped that it would be
given important consideration when examining the budget. He
also wished to express his appreciation for the past support of
TCO. Another area of concern was the availability of data
which was affected by the type of equipment and the operating
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environment. He felt that WMO should not stand aside in that
respect as assistance was urgently needed.
A few speakers had voiced their concerns over the
zero-nominal growth budget, but the DELEGATE OF THE
BAHAMAS said that they should be aware that WMO was not a
large corporation making a large profit, but that it simply
provided a budget that supported maintaining the current
programmes and implementing new proposals. The budget
would have an impact on all institutionalized programmes and
his delegation believed it would serve its objectives. He
supported the emphasis placed on the WWW as well as the
increases for the HWR and for the ETR Programmes. The
increase in funds for those three programmes had been very
positive for the NMHSs throughout the world, particularly in
developing countries. The Bahamas therefore strongly
supported the budget proposals.
The DELEGATE OF JAPAN stated that a number of
countries had experienced significant financial difficulties in
their economies during the past few years, and his country was
no exception. He considered it undesirable for WMO’s budget
to continue to increase. His delegation believed that the budget
should be managed on zero-nominal growth. However, if the
new recosted budget was higher than that of zero-nominal
growth and the difference was not dependent on Members’
contributions, then Japan would consider endorsing the
recosted budget.
Reaffirming the importance his country attached to all
WMO programmes, the DELEGATE OF YEMEN nevertheless
recognized the need to set priorities in the implementation of
the various programmes. That was crucial to the successful
operation of the Organization, and it was particularly important
in ensuring the proper flow of data among the regional centres.
He wished to take the opportunity to thank China for the
assistance in improving the surface observation systems and
communication systems in his country.
The DELEGATE OF NEPAL said that his country faced
problems in several phases of meteorology such as
modernizing the Meteorological Service which was over 30
years old. Upper-air observations was an area of operations
that required development. He expressed his appreciation to
the United Kingdom for having recently provided and
established the satellite distribution network, or SADIS,
in Nepal, which greatly assisted aeronautical meteorology in
his country, and to WMO for making such arrangements
possible.
The P RESIDENT observed that during the general
discussion on the consolidated programme and budget
2000–2003, those who had taken the floor commended the
Secretary-General on the excellence, clarity and conciseness
of the document, which reflected the priorities proposed by the
Executive Council. The various remarks on the budget were
comprehensive, wide-ranging and constructive, and the
information would be used as background for the work of the
Committee. With respect to the level of the budget, he said
there was a fair measure of support for the Secretary-General’s
overall proposals. There were diverging views supporting both
a zero-real growth and a zero-nominal growth budget. He
sensed in the delegates’ remarks a willingness to come to a
compromise on the budget in line with what had been
recommended by the fiftieth session of the Executive Council.
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Even though the FINAC report had not yet been formally
presented, he was confident that that report would follow a
similar approach. He noted the numerous interventions on
priorities, with particularly strong reference to the WWW, the
ETR, the TCO and the Regional Programmes, as well as
climate and water issues. He said the many helpful comments

on the budget included exhortations to seek out additional
funding sources and that, overall, the comments provided
sound and clear advice to the Programme and Budget
Subcommittee.
The meeting rose at 4.35 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE FIFTH PLENARY MEETING
7 May 1999 at 9.35 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.35 a.m.
14.

Report of the Credentials Committee (agenda
item 1.5) (Cg-XIII/PINK 1.5(2))
Introducing the second report of the Credentials
Committee as contained in Document Cg-XIII/PINK 1.5(2),
the CHAIRPERSON OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE stated
that credentials for a further eight Member States were in
order, bringing the total to 156 Members with credentials in
order. He reiterated the need for those participants who had not
presented credentials to do so at the earliest opportunity.
The second report of the Credentials Committee, as
contained in Document Cg-XIII/PINK 1.5(2), was approved.
15.

Appointment of the Secretary-General (agenda
item 12.3)
The PRESIDENT announced that, after direct and indirect representations and consultation with various delegations,
he had agreed to convene and chair a meeting outside the formal business of Congress, in which the three candidates for
the post of Secretary-General would have the opportunity to
present their views to the delegations. After consultation with
the chairperson of the Nomination Committee, he would, in
writing, formally invite the candidates who, through informal
consultations, had agreed to participate in such a meeting.
Although aware of the arguments both for and against that
type of meeting, he believed that a meeting with no question
period, in which the candidates would have approximately 20
minutes each to speak to the delegations, would help the
process of the election and would contribute to the delegations’ greater familiarity with the candidates. The date of the
meeting would be announced in the Journal.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION I voiced
some concerns about such a meeting. He questioned the
relevance of holding a meeting, as the candidates had
submitted statements of intent when presenting their
candidatures and, as far as he knew, that was not the practice in
other United Nations organizations. As that had never been
done before, he believed that it would set a precedent and that,
subsequently, candidates for elected posts, including that of
President, Vice-President and members of the Executive
Council, would request the opportunity to be heard. In the
interests of WMO, he believed it best to avoid any political
campaigns and to avoid any polarization within the
Organization. Also, as many Members had to respect the
position of their Governments with regard to the casting of
their ballots, the meeting would not in any manner change their
position.
Concurring with those views, the DELEGATE OF
GHANA stressed that the Organization should not involve itself

in political campaigns. If the candidates wished to hold rallies,
they should do so at their own initiative. He urged the
President to take those views into consideration. Also wishing
to be associated with the views expressed, the DELEGATE OF
BENIN pointed out that it could become a drawn-out process in
the future were there a large number of candidates vying for
the post, and wished to know if the WMO regulations allowed
that type of meeting. The DELEGATE OF GUINEA concurred,
saying that his Government had presented him with a list of
candidates prior to his arrival, and if there was the need for that
type of meeting, it should be delayed until the next Congress,
so that delegates could be prepared. Believing that if it were
done for one post, it would be done for all, the DELEGATE OF
TUNISIA also wished to support the views expressed by the
president of Regional Association I.
The DELEGATE OF THE RUSSIAN F EDERATION also
believed that type of meeting would not prove useful in
determining the positions of the candidates. He was of the
opinion that it was through their active participation during the
daily meetings on various agenda items that the delegates
could better assess the candidates and form an opinion.
To allay the doubts expressed, the PRESIDENT replied
that such a process was not stipulated in the regulations, but
the regulations did not preclude meetings outside the formal
business of Congress. He also shared some of the concerns
voiced and stated that his intent was to consult widely on how
to conduct the meeting in a manner that minimized the risk of
polarization in the Organization, for example by drawing lots
to determine the order of presentation. He had weighed the
concerns and as some delegations were strongly in favour of
holding a presentation, he had concluded it would be best to
hold a meeting, stressing that he envisaged it being confined
to one hour outside the formal business of Congress. There
would be no obligation for delegates to attend, but it would be
an opportunity for delegates who did not know all of the
candidates to familiarize themselves with them.
The DELEGATE OF COSTA RICA considered that the
statements of the candidates would be overall useful to the
voting process. If that had not been done in the past, it was
because there had been only one candidate. Now that there
were three candidates, he felt it very important that delegates
had the opportunity to listen to their statements so that they
would know the views of the candidates and thus be able to
form an opinion. Also, that type of presentation had been
successfully done in other organizations such as WHO and the
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). He urged
the participants to support the presentation, which he believed
would be useful. Concurring with that view, the DELEGATE OF
THE NETHERLANDS ANTILLES AND ARUBA believed that such
an opportunity would enhance the transparency of the

