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1.

OPENING OF THE SESSION

1.1
The second session of the Inter-Agency Committee on the Climate Agenda (IACCA) was
opened by the Secretary-General of WMO, Prof. G.O.P. Obasi, at 10.00 a.m. on 16 April 1997 in the
WMO headquarters. Prof. Obasi warmly welcomed the participants to Geneva. He recalled that
increasing collaboration between climate related programmes of several international organizations
had led to the establishment by WMO of the Co-ordinating Committee for the World Climate
Programme (CCWCP) and the holding of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IGM) on the WCP in
Geneva in April 1993. The Climate Agenda, which had emerged from the IGM, has now received
approval by the governing bodies of the sponsoring organizations as well as the support of the
Commission on Sustainable Development. These positive developments, the Secretary-General
stated, had led to the establishment of this inter-agency committee.
1.2
The Secretary-General urged the Committee to advise on how best to demonstrate to
governments and the general public the value of a coordinated and integrated international approach
to address one of the world's major environmental challenges. He noted that WMO had provided
substantial support to co-ordination activities associated with climate over many years, and would
continue this function to the maximum extent possible in the future. Professor Obasi emphasized
the need for increased focus on research on impacts and adaptation to climate variability and
change. He expressed concern over the lack of resources for work on this important mode of
response to a real or impending climate impact and for the implementation of related capacity
building projects.
1.3
The Chairman of this second session of the IACCA, Prof. G. McBean, also welcomed
participants to the session. He was pleased to note the strong agency presence, which clearly
reflected a broad support for the framework of the Climate Agenda. Prof. McBean stressed that this
second meeting of IACCA should focus on activities that would begin to fulfil specific objectives
under the various thrusts in the Climate Agenda. He also stressed the importance of bringing to the
attention of governments, the importance of the thrusts of the Climate Agenda. The Director of the
World Climate Programme Department in WMO, which has been hosting the Climate Agenda
secretariat on an interim basis, presented a diagram that linked the various consequences of climate
variability to the four thrusts of the Climate Agenda and hence to the many contributing international
programmes (see Annex IV). He hoped that this diagram would help participants in the formulation
of ideas that would lead to a more effective implementation of the Agenda and its various
components.
1.4

The list of participants at the session is given in Annex I.

2.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

2.1
The provisional agenda was amended, with the addition of an item 8) 'THIRD WORLD
CLIMATE CONFERENCE (WCC-III)" and an item 11) "ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN OF IACCA".
The final and approved agenda can be found in Annex II. For practical reasons agenda items were
handled in a different order.

3.

REPORT OF THE FIRST SESSION OF IACCA

3.1
The Committee reviewed the recommendations contained in the report from the first session
of IACCA, noting that several actions had been taken and that other issues would be considered
under special agenda items during this second session. In the light of the rapid developments in the
area covered by the Climate Agenda it was, however, considered necessary to review the future

composition of IACCA. Following a comprehensive discussion and noting that some of the related
issues would be covered under special items in the agenda, the Committee approved the report
from the first session of IACCA and decided that, for ease of reference, the Terms of References
should also be included as an annex (Annex III) to the report of this second session.

4.

REPORT FROM THE STRATEGY MEETING ON IACCA (August 1997)

4.0
The session noted that, as recommended by the first session of IACCA, a Strategy Meeting
on the Climate Agenda was organized in August 1997 in Geneva. This informal meeting made
several specific recommendations which IACCA was asked to consider. Special considerations
were given to the following:
4.1

Preparation of information material on the Climate Agenda

4.1.1 The Committee expressed its appreciation for the work done by the Joint Planning Office for
GCOS in preparing a Climate Agenda Web Home Page and agreed that the most urgent task was
to develop a strategy for the preparation of relevant information to be included in this Web Site. It
was agreed that the responsibility for contributing and maintaining the information at the site should
rest with the respective organizations, but an anticipated future IACCA Secretariat should help coordinate this effort. In the interim, Prof. G. McBean offered the support of Ms J. Masterton of the
Atmospheric Environment Service of Canada to assist in co-ordinating the preparation and exchange
of information.
4.1.2 The Committee recognized that a large number of attractive information booklets and other
materials were being produced by participating organizations and programmes and recommended
that reference to the Climate Agenda should be made in these as appropriate. It was furthermore
recommended that this material be monitored and, as feasible, made available through a future
Climate Agenda Secretariat. In the interim, Agencies and Programmes should ensure that
appropriate material is distributed to other components of the Climate Agenda.
4.2

Review of the membership in IACCA

4.2.1 The Committee agreed that invitations to new formal core members in the Climate Agenda
need to be considered by the sponsoring agencies. It was, however, considered important that, in
particular, UN related programmes and projects with activities of direct relevance to the major
thrusts in the Climate Agenda be invited to IACCA meetings as appropriate. It was, however, agreed
that the present formulation in the Terms of Reference document for IACCA (Annex III) gave
sufficient flexibility in that respect.
4.3

The role of a Climate Agenda Secretariat

4.3.1 The Committee discussed the need for a small secretariat which would serve the
implementation and help monitor progress of projects agreed within the framework of the Climate
Agenda. It was noted with appreciation that some of the sponsoring agencies had provided support
for such a secretarial function, but it was considered necessary to strengthen it in order to assure
efficient follow through of recommendations by IACCA and the monitoring of activities within and
relevant to the Climate Agenda.
4.3.2
At this time, none of the sponsoring agencies were able to make commitments of additional
resources towards the consolidation of the Climate Agenda Secretariat. Hence, it was agreed that
the interim approach should continue with WMO carrying out a limited set of secretarial functions.
The Chairman agreed to bring the matter before the Executive Heads of the sponsoring agencies.

5.

INFORMAL MEETING IN KYOTO (December 1997)

5.0
Mr Babiker, the representative of the UNFCCC Secretariat, and the Chairman informed the
Committee of the deliberations at an Informal Meeting relevant to the Climate Agenda which had
been held in Kyoto in December 1997. The meeting had reviewed the broader implications of the
Kyoto Protocol as well as other issues of interest to the Climate Agenda, including decision 8/CP3
on the "Development of Observational Networks for the Climate System". In particular, it was noted
that all Parties to the Convention would be required to "cooperate in scientific and technical research
and promote the maintenance and the development of systematic observation systems and
development of data archives to reduce uncertainties related to the climate system, the adverse
impacts of climate change and the economic and social consequences of various response
strategies, and promote the development and strengthening of endogenous capacities and
capabilities to participate in international and intergovernmental efforts, programmes and networks
on research and systematic observation, taking into account Article 5 of the Convention". As a
consequence, IACCA further considered the following issues identified by the informal meeting.
5.1

Review of observing systems

5.1.1 The Committee was informed of the progress in the ongoing review of the Adequacy of the
Climate Observing Systems to meet the needs of the UNFCCC, which had been requested by CoP3 in Kyoto. In response to the CoP-3 decision and the informal IACCA meeting (see §5.0), the GCOS
Joint Planning Office (JPO) developed an initial draft document which was circulated in March to the
Committee for its comment. Dr Spence, Director of the JPO, noted the progress in updating the
document through contacts with the GCOS Joint Scientific and Technical Committee, the IPCC,
representatives of research and operational organizations, and numerous other experts. A second
version was provided to the Committee for further comment before the end of May. The Director
invited the members of the Committee to circulate the draft to experts in their respective
organizations and to ensure that the issue of 'systematic observations' receives appropriate support
in future Convention discussions. The final version of the document will be submitted to SBSTA in
the fall and be made available to the CoP-4 session in Argentina.
5.1.2 The Committee further examined the possibility to recommend to the UNFCCC Conference
of the Parties (CoP) to consider establishing a special thrust fund in support of the development of
the observational network of the climate system.
5.2

El Nino 1997/98 retrospective

5.2.1 The Committee was informed of the plans for the preparation of a Scientific and Technical
Retrospective of the 1997/98 ENSO Event by a WMO consultant, W. Kininmonth. The information,
which was presented and edited on the basis of the discussions by IACCA, is attached (Annex V).
5.2.2 Mr Pisano, from the IDNDR Secretariat, informed the Committee of the climate related
activities in the various IDNDR projects and in particular the role of the newly established UN Interagency Task Force on El Nino (ENSO). The United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on El Nino,
coordinated by the Secretariat for the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
(IDNDR), brings together the scientific and technical entities of the UN system with the operational
organisations in the fields of humanitarian assistance and development. The Task Force has
generated a constructive exchange of information among UN organisations and has agreed on an
action plan aimed at bridging the gap between the scientific community and decision-makers. In the
same vein, the UN Administrative Committee on Coordination (ACC) adopted, at its first regular
session of 1998 (27-29 March 1998), a statement on IDNDR and natural disaster reduction which
recognises the importance of concerted international approaches towards disaster reduction in the
21st century, and makes explicit reference to the IDNDR's concluding Programme Forum, in July

1999. Two consolidated press kits on the activities of the UN system with regard to El Nino have
been coordinated by the IDNDR Secretariat. The first one was published on 18 December 1997, and
was posted on ReliefWeb, while the second one, based on country profiles, will be ready for the
Third UN Inter-Agency Task Force meeting on El Nino, scheduled to take place in May 1998.
5.2.3 The Committee strongly supported the proposal for preparing a retrospective of the 1997/98
ENSO Event and agreed that this should be considered a major integrated Climate Agenda activity.
It was agreed that the co-ordination of the work on the scientific and technical aspects of the
retrospective should rest with WMO. However, it was considered important that all organizations
and programmes participating in the Climate Agenda consider providing resources and, to the extent
necessary, special funding to assure that the assessment process is as comprehensive and
complete as possible. The Committee recommended that the scientific and technical retrospective
be combined with the socio-economic analysis as far as possible and that a full report for
governments and the UNGA on this activity be presented before the end of 1998. The report should
also assess the value of seasonal predictions in aiding preparations for El Nino and La Nina events
that minimized their negative aspects and optimized the benefits.
5.3

Co-ordination in contribution to the IPCC TAR

5.3.1 The Committee was informed of the progress in planning for the preparation of the Third
IPCC Assessment Report (TAR), which is expected to be completed in 2001. In this connection
information was also provided on the respective outcomes of the IPCC Workshop on Adaptation to
Climate Variability and Change held in Costa Rica and the IPCC Workshop on Rapid Non-Linear
Climate Change held in the Netherlands, both held in March 1998.
5.3.2 The Committee agreed that the TAR would benefit from greater co-operation between
international programmes and agencies related to the Climate Agenda. It also supported the need
for continuing evaluation of the IPCC process, given its heavy demands on the time and resources
of scientists and others who were involved in the development and implementation of Climate
Agenda activities.

6.

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF CCI ADVISORY WORKING GROUP (AWG)

6.1
The president of the WMO Commission for Climatology (CCI), Mr Boodhoo, informed the
Committee of the deliberations by the 12th Session of CCI (August 1997) and its Advisory Working
Group (February 1998). In particular he pointed to the role that CCI has been given as lead
Commission for the World Climate Applications and Services Programme (WCASP) and the World
Climate Data and Monitoring Programme (WCDMP). The existing advisory committee for these
programmes* has recommended that the CCI AWG subsume this role on scientific and technical
matters with IACCA providing guidance on inter-agency matters.
6.2
The Committee supported these proposals and that, in particular, inter-agency co-ordination
of WCASP and WCDMP could be addressed by IACCA. The Committee also welcomed the offer
by the president of CCI that experts engaged within the framework of the Commission should be
considered for involvement in projects under consideration within the framework of the Climate
Agenda. In particular it was noted that several CCI rapporteurs were involved in the IPCC and
UNFCCC processes.

' Advisory Committee on Climate Applications and Data (ACCAD)
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7.

REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES WITHIN THRUSTS OF THE CLIMATE AGENDA

7.0
The Committee discussed the degree of monitoring and level of advice it needed to provide
on activities under the various thrusts included in the Climate Agenda. It recognised that where
existing inter-agency co-ordination mechanisms were in place and operate effectively, it was
sufficient for IACCA to note this with satisfaction. Only when it was considered necessary would
IACCA recommend changes and in special cases, as appropriate, consider the need for a more
effective approach.
7.1

Thrust 1: New frontiers for climate sciences and prediction

7.1.1 The Committee was informed by the Chairman of the JSC/WCRP, Prof. Gates, and the
Director of the Joint Planning Staff for the WCRP, Dr Grassl, of the deliberations of the meeting of
the Joint Scientific Committee (JSC) for the WCRP in March 1998. Both Prof. Gates and Dr Grassl
noted that, although basic climate research seem to be well coordinated, there is a lack of coordination between climate science and its counterparts related to climate impact, response and
adaptation. In particular, they emphasized that, if climate research is going to continue to progress,
it will be essential for the benefits to be reflected by corresponding progress on research into the
impacts, implications and responses to climate change and variability.
7.1.2 The Committee was satisfied with the existing co-ordination and collaboration mechanisms
in the area of research on the physical climate system and linkages to bio-geo-chemical cycles, and
believed they provide a good basis for the further development and implementation of inter-agency
research in these areas. However, it was agreed that, while there was a growing interest in research
related to climate impacts and methodologies for developing response strategies in terms of both
mitigation and adaptation, the interagency co-ordination and collaboration in these areas was weak.
The Committee therefore urged international organisations and programmes to contribute more
resources to the development and implementation of research projects that focus on methodologies
response strategies to address climate change and variability.
7.2

Thrust 2: Climate services for sustainable development

7.2.1 The Committee was informed of developments in the WMO Climate Information and
Prediction Services (CLIPS) project. The CLIPS project had been very active in ensuring that UN
Agencies had been kept abreast of the development and expected course of the 1997/98 El Nino
event through its regular publication of an El Nino Update and the holding of inter-agency and press
briefings.
7.2.2
Dr Slooff reported on progress on the establishment of an Inter-Agency Network on Climate
and Human Health as a contribution to the Climate Agenda. He noted that, while the proposal had
received strong support from several organizations, including the UNFCCC process, there are still
no firm commitments of funding. Dr Slooff informed the Committee that the proposal included
support for the establishment of a small secretariat and several related, but financially independent,
sub-project proposals in three work areas: country assistance, data and information management
and research promotion. These sub-projects include so-called "Show-Case" projects to demonstrate
the feasibility of health management systems designed to mitigate health risks of extreme climatic
events and to assist in their implementation. These projects could be treated separately and to a
large extent draw on expertise available through WHO Collaborating Centres and the Commission
for Climatology of WMO. The goal is to improve country-level preparedness and to reduce the
impact of climate related risks on human health and well being. It was suggested that, by including
projects of this kind under the Climate Agenda, it will be possible to optimize both resource needs
and benefits.
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7.2.3 The Committee endorsed the proposal to establish a Climate and Human Health Network
secretariat and believed the sub-projects would go a long way towards improving the understanding
of and the methodologies to reduce the impacts of climate related risks on human health and well
being. It was recommended that issues related to climate and human health should be given a very
high priority in projects related to impact and adaptation within the framework of the Climate Agenda.
It was agreed that the Chairman would write a letter to the new Director General of WHO urging that
a higher priority be assigned to climate and health activities within the WHO.
7.2.4 The Committee was informed of activities within "WCP-Water". In particular, reference was
made to the outcome of the Seventh Planning Meeting on WCP-Water, held in Koblenz, Germany,
in May 1997 (WCASP No. 45), which included an agreement that the programme needed to be
restructured to have a broader perspective, with greater attention being given to the user community.
7.2.5 The Committee acknowledged the strong inter-agency character of the various water issues
and agreed that this should be a major area for consideration as a cross-cutting issue for the Climate
Agenda. It was further agreed that the existing co-ordination mechanism could form a basis for
further development of inter-agency projects, and the Committee urged that the appropriate
international organizations and programmes participate in the planned restructuring and contribute
substantially to subsequent implementation activities. It was noted that the forthcoming Second
International Conference on Climate and Water, to be held in Finland in August 1998, would provide
a venue for the first stage in the review and restructuring of WCP-Water. Particular emphasis was
put on the importance of water quality in relation to climate change and this aspect should be
included in a restructured WCP-Water. To this end, it was recommended that WHO and UNEP be
invited to join the discussions on restructuring.
7.2.6 Dr Bemardi informed the Committee of the comprehensive range of climate related activities
within FAO. It was agreed that the Chairman would write to the Director General of FAO urging that
the topic of climate variability and change and its impacts on agriculture, forest and food production
be given more support within the activities of the FAO.
7.2.7 Dr. Sivakumar, Acting Chief of the Agricultural Meteorology Division in WMO, made a
presentation on the impact of climate variability on food and agriculture - some key issues for
IACCA. He spoke about some of the global, regional and national issues for the meteorological
community to play a pro-active role in increasing world food production. This can be done through
strategic planning studies, tactical approaches and long range weather forecasting to help counter
climate-induced variability, especially in the tropical regions, and help agriculture adapt to changing
conditions. He mentioned that policies to deal with climatic variability should receive high priority and
that improved two-way communication between farmers, policy makers and researchers was crucial.
He informed the group about WMO's ongoing collaborative activities with FAO, UNEP,
UNDP/UNSO. The committee agreed that increased inter-agency cooperation is necessary in the
assessment of the impact of climate variability on agricultural production.
7.3

Thrust 3: Studies of climate impact assessments andresponsestrategies to reduce
vulnerability

7.3.1 In considering the implementation of Thrust 3, Mr Usher of UNEP reviewed the activities
under the WCIRP on applying existing climate impact assessment methodologies and conducting
country studies. IACCA was also informed of progress in the compilation of information on climate
impact studies world-wide. Concern was expressed that, despite the activities initiated by UNEP,
there was still no major partner programme undertaking international climate impact studies,
analogous to the major international activities addressing climate research as described under
Thrust 1. It was agreed that partner organizations should be urgently identified to develop the
comprehensive framework of climate impact programmes needed by the climate-related
conventions. Such a framework would identify, in a structured way, what needs to be done, the
resources required and where they might be obtained and an appropriate coordination mechanism.

7.3.2 UNEP acknowledged the need for this development and urged that partner organizations
sponsoring the Climate Agenda and other organizations interested in a climate impact study, which
might be invited to contribute to the Climate Agenda in the future, should take a greater share of the
burden of the needed assessment. UNEP itself had very limited resources for a climate impact study
and there was little prospect of improvement in the immediate future, although it did hope to launch
a showcase programme on climate and economics supported by GEF and aimed at supporting the
implementation of the Kyoto Protocol. The new project, together with UNEP/Riso's existing
programme on least-cost mitigation and related country studies, would be a continuing contribution
to Thrust 3 of the Climate Agenda.
7.4

Thrust 4: Dedicated observations of the climate system

7.4.1 The Committee was pleased to receive a progress report from the Director of the JPO for
GCOS. The two priority issues for climate observations are: 1) seasonal to interannual prediction
(e.g., El Nino) and 2) secular climate change. He reviewed the current status of planning for climate
observations in support of these two priorities through GCOS and its partners. The Committee noted
the close cooperation that has developed among the operational and research communities in
support of climate observations and noted in particular the several networks which are now being
implemented on behalf of Thrust 4 of the Climate Agenda.
7.4.2 The Director again noted the important role of the IACCA and the sponsoring organizations
involved in the development of the global climate, ocean, and terrestrial observing systems. He
informed the Committee about the Sponsors Group for the Global Observing Systems which will
assist in developing and coordinating the systems. He urged the members of the Committee to
ensure their agencies actively support Thrust 4 through their programmes and projects.
7.4.3 Mr Scholefield, Chief of the World Climate Data and Monitoring Division in WMO, informed
the Committee of recent progress within the WCDMP, including the retrieval of a significant amount
of late 19th century surface climate data from the national archives of Mexico. He presented a preprint copy of the 6th Global Climate System Review covering the period December 1993 through
May 1996, which is to be published in May 1998. Mr Scholefield also presented a draft version of a
prospectus for a publication on the Climate of the 20th Century. He suggested that participants in
the Climate Agenda might consider co-sponsoring the publication and informed the Committee that
the involvement of a commercial publisher is being investigated.
7.5

Discussion of Thrusts

7.5.1 The Committee was of the view that it was appropriate to begin discussions on reviewing
the structure and partnerships within the Climate Agenda. Since the Climate Agenda had been
formulated, the Kyoto Protocol of the FCCC has been agreed to and there is a growing list of
activities addressing a wide range of issues related to climate change and variability. At the same
time, climate variability and change remains of critical importance to traditional fields such as
agriculture and human health. This has resulted in FAO and WHO becoming full participants in the
Climate Agenda but not as formal co-sponsors of any thrust. It was also noted that the most
successful components of the Climate Agenda were those with two or more agencies in active
partnership. It was clear that in developing a programme to address the environmental and socioeconomic aspects of mitigation as a response strategy, UNEP would value the establishment of
partnerships with other agencies and programmes having similar interests in this area.
7.5.2 The Committee noted the successful IPCC Workshop on Adaptation to Climate Variability
and Change, held in Costa Rica from 31 March to 2 April 1998. Adaptation to climate change has
become a topic of considerable interest and importance to all countries, and particularly so in
developing countries that will be affected by climate change. In most of these countries, the
emissions of greenhouse gases are very small and reducing them to lower values will have no
significant impact on global greenhouse gas budgets. The Committee agreed that for such
countries, adaptation to climate variability and change was a more practical response strategy than
mitigation and hence adaptation to climate change and variability as a response strategy needed to
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be a more visible and important part of the Climate Agenda. Both mitigation and adaptation
strategies follow from impact studies, however the latter are more linked to applications than to
mitigation strategies (see Annex IV).
7.5.3 It was agreed that the Chairman would write to the sponsoring agencies outlining these
Committee views on the need for some restructuring or realigning of components within the Climate
Agenda, including those within the World Climate Programme, and suggesting further that
discussions might also be initiated on identifying new partnership arrangements.
8.

THIRD WORLD CLIMATE CONFERENCE (WCC-3)

8.1
The Committee discussed the needs and opportunities for a Third World Climate Conference
and it was generally agreed that a future World Climate Conference should focus more on the
impacts of climate change and variability and on appropriate response strategies than on the science
of climate. Members of the Committee agreed to explore the interest in scheduling such a
conference in the timeframe of 2001-2003, i.e. to coincide with or to follow the third assessment
report of the IPCC.
9.

FUTURE ACTIONS

9.1
The Committee requested that agencies sponsoring the Climate Agenda bring the
deliberations and recommendations of IACCA, and other Climate Agenda related matters, to the
attention of governments through their governing bodies and executive councils. To facilitate this
process, the Committee provides the following summary of recommendations:
•

To accelerate progress in identified areas of collaboration, it would be advantageous for
participating agencies and programmes to develop rationale and action plans for specific
projects in which the interests and contributions of each agency is described and the scope
of the inter-agency coordination and collaboration is identified;

•

A more stable and reliable solution than the current arrangements for co-ordinating Climate
Agenda activities is desirable. However, as no specific further commitments have been
made towards the support for a Climate Agenda Secretariat, the offer from WMO to continue
to carry out limited secretarial functions on an interim basis was appreciated;

•

The programmes and sponsoring agencies of the Climate Agenda should work together,
through the UNFCC SBSTA and its other subsidiary bodies, to bring to governments'
attention the need for the development of response strategies for climate change other than
mitigation.

•

It was agreed that the Chairman would write letters to:
all sponsoring agencies of the Climate Agenda noting the Committee discussions
on the need (a) for a restructuring the Climate Agenda and consideration of the
options for new alignments and partnerships, (b) for a more stable and substantial
Climate Agenda Secretariat;
the new Director General of WHO, urging that a higher priority be assigned to
climate and health activities within WHO, encouraging especially the provision of
enhanced funding support for the proposed Network within the framework of the
Climate Agenda;
FAO, encouraging a more active participation in the Climate Agenda;

UNEP, noting the Programme's interest in mitigation as a response strategy to
climate change, and inviting a consideration of appropriate partnerships to address
the broad area of impact assessments for climate change and variability;
the GEF, regarding the need for support of adaptation as an appropriate strategy,
especially in many smaller developing countries and for the support required, also
in developing countries, for the infrastructure necessary for them to observe and
understand their climate and to contribute to the monitoring of global and regional
climate change and variability.
Consideration should be given to the scheduling of a Third World Climate Conference
(WCC-3), which focuses on the impacts of and adaptation to climate variability and change
and with an emphasis on developing countries.

10.

ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN OF IACCA

10.1 Committee members expressed their thanks to Prof. McBean for agreeing to chair this
second session of IACCA. The Committee appreciated the offer from Prof. McBean to serve in this
capacity until its next full session. This would provide the continuity required to ensure an effective
follow through on the first substantial recommendations of IACCA, which would be critical for
establishing it as an effective and valuable body. Prof. McBean noted, however, that action would
be needed to find a new chair-person, as he would not be in a position to continue beyond the next
meeting.

11.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION

11.1 The next full session of IACCA was planned for early 1999 with the exact dates and place
to be determined. The Committee expressed appreciation for the offer made by ICSU to host the
next meeting.

12.

CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

12.1

The meeting was closed at 17h10 on 17 April 1998.
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ANNEX III
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE INTER-AGENCY COMMITTEE
ON THE CLIMATE AGENDA

1.

Terms of Reference

a) provide inter-agency co-ordination of the international climate related activities
included in the Climate Agenda;
b) review, as appropriate, contributions of the participating programmes to the Climate
Agenda and monitor progress towards achievement of the objectives set forth in the Climate
Agenda using identified deliverables;
c) identify priority areas, benefits and their resource requirements, taking into account
plans for international activities and the interests of governments;
d) review overall effectiveness of inter-relationships between the relative programmes
of international organizations contributing to the objectives of the Climate Agenda;
e) prepare co-ordinated plans for actions on implementing of the Climate Agenda;
f) promote development of output-oriented methodologies to evaluate the outcome of
various activities within the Climate Agenda;
g) promote development and application of methodologies for assessing the benefits of,
and resources required in implementing international climate related programmes;
h) report regularly through the Executive Heads of participating organizations to their
governing bodies on the progress towards implementation of the Climate Agenda;
i) promote development of public information materials on programmes of the Climate
Agenda, and its capacity building aspects;
j) promote effective interactions with users of the deliverables of the Climate Agenda.
2.

Membership

a) chairpersons of the scientific committees associates with the Climate Agenda
(including those associated with the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), World
Climate Impact and Response Strategies Programme (WCIRP), World Climate Applications and
Services Programme (WCASP) (including the CLIPS project), World Climate Data and
Monitoring Programme (WCDMP), International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP),
International Human Dimensions Programme (IHDP) and Global Climate Observing System
(GCOS);
b) representatives of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the
secretariats for the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (FCCC) and the International
Convention to Combat Desertification;
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c) senior representatives of the international organizations sponsoring the Climate
Agenda World Meteorological Organization (WMO), United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and its
Intergovernmental Océanographie Commission (IOC), Food and Agricultural Organization
(FAO), World Health Organization (WHO) and International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU);
d) directors/managers of major international climate-related programmes and
institutions (GCOS, WCRP, WCIRP, WCDMP, WCASP, IHDP, IGBP), International Research
Institute (IRI), Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and the WMO
Climate Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS) Project.
Chairpersons and/or representatives from other international bodies such as scientific
advisory bodies for GOOS, GTOS, satellite systems, etc. and individual experts could be invited,
as required, to participate in the sessions of the IACCA.
3.

Operation

The IACCA should normally meet on an annual basis. The chair of the Committee would
be appointed by consensus by the Executive Heads of the sponsoring organizations. The
committee may consider appointing a small (about five persons) Bureau to be agreed upon by
the Executive Heads. The membership of the bureau would include representatives of the four
thrusts and work closely with the senior representatives of sponsoring organizations. The
chairperson of the Committee should invite representatives of the user community such as
governments, industry and international agreements to attend sessions of the IACCA, as
required.

•z
m
x

Framework for the
Climate Agenda

ANNEX V

(Draft Document for IACCA - 23 April 1998)
OPTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF A
WMO SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RETROSPECTIVE OF
THE 1997-98 ENSO EVENT
AS INPUT TO THE UN INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE ON EL NINO
Background
The Second Committee of the UN General Assembly, through Resolution A/C.2/52/L37
of 2 December 1997, has requested action, within the framework of the IDNDR, for the
development of a strategy for the prevention, mitigation and rehabilitation of the
damages caused by the El Nino phenomenon. The IDNDR Secretariat has established
an Inter-Agency Task Force on El Nino that will take a dual approach: scientific on the
one hand; and social, economic and operational development on the other.
WMO has agreed to lead the first part, with respect to the science and technology of
understanding, observing and predicting the El Nino phenomenon and related
meteorological and hydrological impacts. WMO is preparing a scientific and technical
retrospective evaluation of the 1997-98 ENSO event (the S & T Retrospective) that will
provide comprehensive scientific and technical input to the second part of the Task
Force work directed towards social, economic and development aspects at the country
level.
The ENSO
The ENSO (El Nino-Southern Oscillation) is a complex climate phenomenon that
encompasses the El Nino instability of the upper layers of the equatorial Pacific Ocean
and the characteristic Southern Oscillation response of the Asia-Pacific climatic
circulation. The impact of an ENSO event extends beyond the Asia Pacific region and
is registered as disruptions to normal seasonal climatic patterns, such as rainfall and
temperature, that cause stress to sensitive industries, the natural biosphere systems,
and land and water resources. To be comprehensive the S & T Retrospective will need
to include views from the various relevant scientific programmes within the
meteorological and océanographie disciplines, and from the responsible programmes
charged with monitoring and predicting the event and its impacts. The S & T
Retrospective will also need to encompass the views of major users of climate
information and predictions that are responsible for policy development, planning and
industry management.
The ENSO S & T Retrospective Process
To achieve its objectives within the allowed timeframe of calendar year 1998 the
process for producing the ENSO S & T Retrospective will have to be carefully
structured. The Inter-Agency Committee for the Climate Agenda (IACCA) provides an
over-arching forum and can support WMO in identifying the objectives and desired

Annex V, p.2

outcomes from a retrospective. IACCA can provide input into developing a framework
for the S & T Retrospective, and in implementing the processes necessary to achieve
it. In recognition of these roles, IACCA is invited to take an active part in the production
of the 1997-98 ENSO S & T Retrospective.
The partner agencies of IACCA with WIvlO, particularly ICSU and IOC, support a range
of international scientific and technological programmes related to ENSO. These
programmes encompass the knowledge base necessary for the S & T Retrospective.
Over the next few months programme organisers will be specifically asked to ensure
that relevant meetings of scientists devote some time to the issues of the S & T
Retrospective. The deliberations are expected to produce a broad consensus on
specific material and findings of use in preparing the S & T Retrospective.
A number of national and multi-national operational agencies/organisations that
manage component systems of the international climate infrastructure of the World
Climate Programme will be requested to contribute specific material for the S & T
Retrospective, either directly or through programme linkages. These specialised
agencies are in a unique position to comment on technological systems such as the
performance of space-based instruments and large-scale general circulation models
(GCM) under their programme responsibility. Many of the systems are still categorised
as developmental and need to be assessed for operational implementation in the
future; others are classified as operational and it will be necessary to evaluate
performance in the context of providing accurate and timely information during a major
climatological event.
To ensure that the S & T Retrospective process is as open and transparent as possible
it is proposed that nominated experts from scientific and operational programmes will
present material to an open forum. Resources and available venues will govern the
size of the forum. As a minimum the forum must be representative of the scientific and
technological disciplines and of regional impacts. Ideally the meeting would have
intergovernmental status.
A small group with expertise spanning the various disciplines will be formed under the
leadership of the WMO World Climate Programme Department and requested to refine
the framework of the S & T Retrospective and assemble appropriate material. The
group will be assisted by one or more consultants and will co-ordinate review and
integration of contributions from international and multi-national programmes and
organisations, and from national agencies. The objective is to identify findings, issues
and recommendations that are most salient to the needs of the UN Inter-Agency Task
Force and lead to better policies for future management of ENSO events.
Strategic Issues
The overall objectives of the S & T Retrospective are to evaluate how well did the
internationally co-ordinated systems perform during the 1997-98 ENSO, and to identify
priorities and new initiatives for the future. The ability of national governments to take
advantage of available information and mitigate impacts is an important consideration.
The broad approach, therefore, is to document five key issues. These are:
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1.

A unified description of the ENSO phenomenon
•
An instability of the equatorial Pacific Ocean
•
A forcing of the global atmospheric circulation
•
A coupled process linked into the annual climate cycle with
characteristic regional and seasonal impacts
•
Standard terminology and concepts

2.

The major international climate programmes in place relevant to ENSO
•
Routine monitoring of global climate
(GCOS/GOOS/GTOS/VVWW/CBS/CCI/WCDMP/CHy/HWR)
Status of climate prediction capability (CLIVAR/WCRP/CAS)
•
Co-ordinated generation of routine operational climate products
(WMC/IRI/CCI/WCASP/CLIPS)

3.

The performance of monitoring systems during 1997-98
•
Formation, development, strength and duration of the 1997-98 ENSO
•
Impacts of and interactions with other anomaly patterns (NAO.QBO,
monsoon)
•
Identification of regional characteristics of climate anomalies
•
Exchange of climate data and monitoring products

4.

Scientific evaluation of climate predictions during 1997-98
•
Prediction processes and types of ENSO ocean, atmosphere and
coupled predictions (e.g. NIN03, GCM, statistical, Climate Outlook
Fora)
•
Purposes of predictions, e.g. experimental or operational
•
Availability of predictions, including timeliness and accessibility
•
Regional and national scale predictions
•
Verification methods and statistics

5.

Responsibilities taken for authoritative scientific and technical
information and services about ENSO
•
How information was made available for public use, including industry
and individual decision making
•
How governments obtained information for policy, including early
preparedness and emergency response
•
How UN agencies, multi-national NGOs, etc and other
intergovernmental bodies obtained information on extent and likely
future development of regional impacts for development of appropriate
response measures
•
How specification of content, format, time and space scales, etc of
predictions were determined
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Options for IACCA consideration
IACCA is requested:
1.

To comment on the scope of the proposed ENSO Retrospective as given in the
five issues listed above.

2.

To comment on continuing involvement of IACCA members in the organisation
of the Retrospective, including co-sponsorship of the forum and ongoing
interaction with the WMO WCPD Secretariat.

3.

To comment on the proposed Open Forum for providing scientific and
operational input to the S & T Retrospective, including:
•
the timing of the Forum,
•
its size (a meeting of experts, a scientific conference, an
intergovernmental meeting, the use of composite regional meetings, an
on-line Internet forum, etc), and
•
the availability of resources to hold the forum.
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Retrospective Proposal and Timetable - 23 April 1998

PROPOSAL AND TIMETABLE FOR ENSO S & T RETROSPECTIVE
Key Points of Proposal
1.

The S & T Retrospective will be prepared within the framework of the
Climate Agenda and with co-sponsorship by members of IACCA.

2.

A small Scientific Steering Committee (of about 6 members representing
research and operational programme interests) will be established to assist
the WMO World Climate Programme Department co-ordinate development
of the ENSO S & T Retrospective.

3.

A WMO questionnaire will be sent to Members seeking information at the
national level on impacts, the capacity to meet needs, and the views of other
national institutions

4.

An Open Forum on thel 997-98 ENSO will be held during September 1998
to formally receive and provide opportunity to comment upon material
prepared for the S & T Retrospective. The Open Forum will:
•
Be organised by WMO under the Climate Agenda;
•
Be co-sponsored by IACCA members;
•
Have the scientific program directed by the Scientific Steering
Committee; and
•
Have its Proceedings edited and published by WMO.

5.

Immediately following the Open Forum, and based on material of presented
at the Open Forum and in Questionnaire returns the Scientific Steering
Committee will determine issues and the framework of the S & T
Retrospective.

6.

A Consultant/s will be engaged to review and integrate relevant material and
prepare a draft S & T Retrospective in accordance with the previously
established framework.

7.

The Scientific Steering Committee will review and finalise the draft S & T
Retrospective for submission to IACCA.

8.

WMO will publish and distribute the 1997-98 ENSO S & T Retrospective
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Timetable for Completing the ENSO S & T Retrospective
16-17 April 1998

IACCA Meeting will establish:
•
support for producing the 1997-98 ENSO S & T
Retrospective within the framework of the Climate
Agenda
•
support for the WMO timetable and process
•
a process for co-sponsorship and commitment of
funding

Late April 1998

WMO/WCPD Director, in consultation with programme
co-ordinators and operational agencies, to identify
Chair and members of the Scientific Steering
Committee

Late April 1998

WCPD Secretariat preparations, including:
•
liaise with relevant scientific programme groups
and operational agencies
•
establish Forum Organising Committee
•
establish Trust Fund

Early May 1998

Meeting of the Scientific Steering Committee to:
•
develop Conference Agenda
•
identify Lead Speakers
•
consider Internet ENSO Forum page
•
identify potential consultant/s

Mid May 1998

Forum Organising Committee
•
Circulate Questionnaire to WMO Members
•
Set up Internet Forum as necessary
•
Commence Scientific Forum preparations

16-26 June 1998

Inform WMO Executive Council of ENSO S & T
Retrospective proposal, implementation timetable and
resources needed/committed

Mid September
1998

WMO and co-sponsors hold Open Scientific Forum to
review scientific and technological aspects of the 199798 ENSO event

Mid September
1998

Immediately following the Open Forum, a meeting of
the Scientific Steering Committee and consultant/s to:
•
develop a framework for the 1997-98 S & T
Retrospective

Late November
1998

Consultant/s complete draft ENSO S & T Retrospective
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Early December
1998

Meeting of Scientific Steering Committee to:
•
finalise the draft ENSO S & T Retrospective

Mid December
1998

IACCA approve the 1997-98 ENSO S & T
Retrospective

Mid December
1998

WMO Publish the 1997-98 ENSO S & T Retrospective

