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SIXTH CONGRESS
Geneva, 5-30 April 1972
MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING
5 April 1971 at 11.10 a.m.
The meeting opened at 11.10 a.m.
1.

Opening of the session (Agenda item 1.1)
The President of the Organization, Dr. Alf Nyberg, declared the

Sixth Congress of the World Meteorological Organization open.

Were present two

of the three Vice-Presidents of WMO, -Dr. W. J. Gibbs and Mr. F. A. A. Acquaah, and
the representatives of the Swiss Federal Government, the Geneva authorities,
international organizations and delegates and observers, as indicated below.
H. P. Tschudi

Conseiller federal and representative of
the Conseil federal suisse

v.

Director-General of' the United Notions Office
at Geneva as representative of the
Secretory-General of ·the United Nations

Win speare Guicciardi

W. Donze

President of the Conseil d'Etat of the
Republic and Canton of Geneva

P. Raisin

Mayor of Geneva

H. Perrig

President of the Conseil municipal

J. Eger

Procureur General

R. Maheu

Director-General of the United Notions
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

M. Perez-Guerrero

Secretary-General of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development

M. Mili

Secretary-General of the International
Telecommunication Union

M. Rahi

Director-General af the Universal
Postal Union·

P. Dorolle

Deputy Director-General of the World
Health Organization

\
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F. Albani

Representctive of the Director-General of the

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Notions
U. Schwarz

Representative of the Secretory-General of

the International Civil Aviation Organization
B. Bolin

Representative of the Director-General of
the International Labour Office

H. Dittman

Representative of the Secretory-General of
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

C. H. Mace

RepresentatiVe of the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

A. SaveHev

Representotive_of the Secretary-General of
the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization

Eo A. Bernard

Representative of the Director of the
Uni ted Notions Development Programme

H. Beer

Secretary-General of the League of Red
Cross Societies

WMO Members:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Barbados, Belgium, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma,
Byelorussian S.S.R., Canada, Chile, China (Republic on,
Colombia, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Costa Rico, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Denmark, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, Finland, France, Germany (Federal Republic of),
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, HUngary, Iceland, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan,
Kenya, Khmer Republic, Korea (Republic of), Kuwait, Laos,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore,
Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Swadan, Switzerland, Syria,
Tanzania (United Republic of), Thailand, Togo, Trinidad-and
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian S.S.R., Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America,
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet-Nom (Republic of),
Yugoslavia, Zambia.
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British Caribbean Territories, French Polynesia, French Territory
of the Afors and Issa, Hong Kong, Netherlands Antilles,
New Caledonia, Surinam.
Non-Members:

Comoro Islands, Holy See, Monaco, Saint-Pierre et Miquelon,
Swaziland, Western Samoa.

International
Organizations:

Danube Commission (CD), Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Notions (FAO), International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), International Astronautical Federation (IAF),
International Air Transport Association (lATA), International
Astronomical Union (IAU), International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO), International Labour Office (ILO),
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO),
International Telecommunication Union (ITU), International
Society of Biometeorology (1SB), International Organization
for Standardization (ISO), International Scientific Radio
Union ~SRU), International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics
(IUGG), United Notions Conference on Trade ond Development
(UNCTAD), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(Unesco), United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
and World Health Organization (WHO).

and the following:
Presidents of
Technicol
Commissions:

Commission
Commission
Commission
Commission
Commission

Individual
expert:

E. Peters

for
for
for
for
for

Aeronautical Meteorology
Hydrological Meteorology
Instruments and Methods of Observation
Maritime Meteorology
Synoptic Meteorology
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The President welcomed the guests of honour and the delegates and invited

the representative of the Swiss Federal Government, Federal Councillor H. P. Tschudi,
to address the meeting.

"Mr. President, Secretary_General, Representatives of United Nations

Specialized Agencies, Mr. President of the Government of the Canton and Republic
of Genevo, Representatives of the Genevese Authorities, Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
"In 1963 and again in 1967 I hod the very great honour of speaking at the

opening ceremony of your Congress.

Today, after having again met your President,

Dr. Nyberg, the Secretary-General, Dr. Davies, and other eminent personalities
whom I met at the lost Congress, which seems but a short time ago, I feel almost
one of you.

While extending to you on behalf of the Federal Authorities a warm

welcome to Geneva, I should like, therefore, to add a few personal words to tell
you, on the one hand, how much pleasure it gives me to find myself again for a
few hours in the company of meteorologists and, on the other, to express my regret
at not being able to go with you more deeply into certain problems with which you
will be dealing in the forthcoming days.

I have in mind, in particular, the

problems of environmental pollution, artificial weather modification, meteorology
and economic development, and lost but not least, your research and technical cooperation programmes.

As usual, you have a very heavy agenda.

to arrange meetings during the Easter holidays; I

~ope,

You have even hod

nevertheless,

tha~

you will

be able to have a few free hours to enjoy the coming of spring which traditionally
coincides with the holding of your four_yearly Congress, and constitutes a symbol
of the continuous development of your Organization whose renewal we witness at
each of your Congresses.
"Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, in the message I addressed to you in
1963, I alluded to the new building which you had occupied three years before, and
to meteorological satellites, whose initial results appeared to be promising.
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In

1967~

I referred to the World Weather Watch which was then the focus of yaur

discussions and I stressed the importance of maintaining an adequate research
programme parallel to the expansion of your operational and information services.
In

1971~

I am glad to see that the vast project of the World Weather Watch is

being successfully implemented and that a new and extensive research programme is
being studied in close collaboration with the International Council of Scientific
Unions.

I have heard that the practical services rendered by meteorological

satellites have exceeded all expectations, that they provide new data of the
highest accuracy and - what is inevitably of interest to a politician _ they are
economically a ,sound proposition.

I have noted, too, that the basic reason for

the recent enlargement of your Headquarters building is not to be found in the
application of Parkinson's notorious law, but in the new tasks devolvi'ng upon
meteorology in general and in the welcome expansion of the Technical Co-operation
Division, in particular, which reflects your Organization's important work of
assistance to the developing countries.

I have made some inquiries about some of

your major co-operation projects now in course of implementation and I not only
found them extremely interesting, but I was deeply impressed by their scope and by
the important pa'rt played by meteorology.
cant:

Let me mention some of the most signifi_

the joint WMOjECAFE project entitled 'Typhoon Programme in the EGAFE region';

the expansion and improvement of hydrological and hydromete,orological services in
the Central American isthmus;

the Meteorological Institute for Research and

Training in Cairo, with special emphasis on agrometeorology and the training of
personnel;

the hydrometeorological survey of the catchments af Lakes Victoria,

Klaga and Albert in East Africa for planning water conservation and development.

"In the course of your deliberations at this Sixth Congress, you will speak of
hydrology and oceanography, which shows how far your science is bound up with those
which deal with wat-er problems;

I take the view that the study of the water

cycle~

which is so important for life on our planet and for the protection of the human
environment, still needs to be tackled from many angles, with hydrologists, oceanographers, geologists, meteorologists and others working in close collaboration.
This leads me to another item on your agenda to which I have already referred:
interaction of man and his environment, or more preci5ely, the protection of the

the
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environment, which is of particular concern to me.

You will understand my concern

the more readily if I tell you that, within Switzerland's administrative structure,

this problem falls wi thin the competence of the Ministry for which I am responsible
and that a special office will shortly be set up to deal with and co_ordinate it.

Everyone knows, of course, that the atmospheric resources are vital for mankind and

that without air and the water it contains, life on earth would be impossible.

Until a few years ago, the investigotions and
engineers and economists were focused

~nterest

of research workers,

on the exploitation and harnessing of the

resovrces of the soil, the damming and canalization of water, opening up mines, etc.
What happened in the atmosphere was-of interest to people only in so for as it
affected the weather they were having.

The direct or indirect action of man on

the physical environment in which he lived and its reciprocal action on him
interested- practicolly nobody.

Today things have changed, because the rapid in-

crease of the world's population has forced mankind more and more to increase and
rationalize the production of consumer goods in order to ensure man's survival and
has thus required the construction of huge agricultural, industrial and power undertaking"!;.

These can no longer be set up at random on the earth's surface owing, on

the one hand, to economic considerations and, partially at least, to local climatic
conditions and, on the other, to the waste products which they discharge into the
air and the water thus affecting the environment.

Meteorology is thus called upon

to ploy an increasingly important role in this grove and ramified problem of the
interaction of mon and his environment, or, more precisely, the problem of pro_
tecting the living environment, where its task extends not only to the urgent
question of air pollution, but olso to that of the rational planning and organization of

the~environment

natural resources.

in which man lives, and hence to the proper utilization of

This applies particularly to the new countries, whose prime

concern is often the rational development of agricultural production and the
exploitation of economic resources.

In any event, a well-organized meteorological

service, with adequote facilities and based on a well-planned network of observa_
tional stations, can provide indispensable assistance to the planning authorities.
That is why I am able to assure you once again, on behalf of my country, of our
full support within the limit. _ it goes without saying - of our possibilities for
your technical co-operation projects, whether these come within the framework of
the World Meteorological Organization and its Voluntary Assistance Fund, to which
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we are giving all our attention, or within that of the United Nations Development
Programme.
"Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, I cannot conclude these few words of
greeting without conveying to your Organization my very best wishes for its
success an the occasion of its Centenary Celebrations which will be held in 1973
both in Vienna, where government representatives met for the first time, and in
Geneva, where your General Secretariat has had its Headquarters here in SwitJerland
for mare than 30 years.

Moy the work which you do during the next few days bring

forth fruit and may you keep a pleasant memory of your stay in Switzerland.
Thank you."
The President thanked Mr. Tschudi for his kind words of welcome.

He then

called upon Mr. V. Winspeare Guicciardi, Director_General of the United Nations
Office in Geneva, to address the Congress.
1.2

.§.p.=.e£h_ b,l .tlr.!..

.y:._W!n!'p.=.a!.e_G.!!i,£c!a!.db_D!r!.c!o!.-Qe!le!.a! ,2f_the_ U!liie.!!

~aii~n~ Qfii£e_inQe!le~a

"Mr. Chairman,
"The Secretary-General of the United Nations Organization will be in Geneva
at the end of the month.

In accepting the invitation which the Secretary-Generol

of WMO, Dr. Davies, kindly sent him, U Thant will be able not only to express to
you personally at the session on 29 April the best wishes of the United Notions
for success, but also, I am sure, will be able to appraise the decisions taken
meanwhile by Congress with regard to the future programme of WHO.

This programme

will no doubt confirm the very important part which the WHO has always played
within the family of the United Nations in ensuring the success of our common
efforts.
"For my part, in my capacity as Director_General of the Office of the United
Nations at Geneva, I wish to welcome you to the Polo is des Nations.

The Congress

of the World Meteorological Organization is no stranger to this Palois.

The nome

of the WHO is frequently evoked in the conference rooms, and at every meeting
important problems are discussed which should be of interest to the international
community.
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"The scope of WHO activities is indeed very wide:

as an example I have

just read the reports of the work of meetings concerning the environment,
marine science, natural catastrophes and the 'green revolution', and from all
these working documents it "is very apparent that the functions of the World
Meteorological Organization go for beyond what public opinion holds to. be

strictly meteorological fields.

Thus the studies made by the WHO for a world

bie-meteorological programme have direct repercussions on problems of food
production, and studies on the role of the atmosphere in the transport and
diffusion of pollutants ore closely related to the protection of the human
environment.

Likewise, the commissions sponsored by WHO, in co-operation with

the Economic Commission for Asia and the For East, are studying protective and
preventative measures to be taken with regard to the consequences of typhoons
and tropical storms.
"I hove mentioned .only
others.

0

few recent examples and to these I could add many

They bear witness to the co-ordinated and fruitful activities which

are the driving force behind, not only WHO, but the whole system of -the United
Notions.
"Welcome, then, to this Sixth Congress in this Palais, and moy I express
to you my sincere desire that your work may be entirely sUccessful."
The President thanked Mr. Winspeare Guicciardi for his statement.

The

delegates to Congress, he said, looked forward with interest to hearing U Thant,
Secretary-General of the United Nations, when he would address Congress at a later
Plenary.

He then called upon Mr. R. Maheu, Director General af Unesco to address

the Congress.

"Mr. President, M. Ie Conseiller Federol.1 the Secretary_General, Colleagues,
Ladies.and Gentlemen,
"I am extremely pleosed to be attending the opening of the Sixth World
Meteorological Congress, giving me the opportunity of conveying the greetings
of Unesco to its sister institution, the World Meteorological Organization.
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I am particularly happy, Mr. Secretary-General, that this provides me with
an opportunity of returning your visit to Paris in December 1969, when you
honoured us with your presence at the inaugural session of the Unesco
International Conference on the practical and scientific results of the
International Hydrological Decade and on international co_operation in matters
concerning hydrology.

"This exchange of visits is much more than a formal gesture and I regard
it rather as a manifestation of the spirit of co-operation which should constantly be present in the various orgonizations of the United Nations system.
It is obvious that, owing to the fact that the responsibilities of these
organizations cover almost the entire range of human activity and owing, also,
to the fact that the advance of knowledge, particularly in science, brings out
each day more clearly the need for a pluri-disciplinary approach;

it is obvious,

I repeot, that co-ordination problems are bound to arise and they are not always
easy to solve.

However, as you quite rightly mentioned in Paris, Mr. Secretary-

General, the solution of these problems can be found if a spirit of confidence
and mutual understanding, for the good of all, prevails.

Unesco has no inten-

tion of invoking its general competence in scientific matters as an argument
for claiming a monopoly which would in any case be impossible to exercise.
Our Organization thinks, however, that as the aspirations of the international
community materialize in the form of concerted action in any given scientific
field, our scientific competence, which I repeat is of a general nature, should
entitle

JJS

to make proposals with regord to the framework of any such action.

In other words, Unesco's aim is ta help promote the co-ordination of efforts
in

0

process of participation which respects the autonomy and specific responsi-

bilities of all concerned.

This is in fact the trend currently observed in the

natural sciences and which has given the World Meteorological Organization and
Unesco many opportunities to work together in close co_operation.

In the field

of oceanography, where quite recently the United Notions General Assembly
recommended a strengthening of concerted and long-term action by all the competent organizations, Unesco and its Inter-governmental Oceanographic Commission
ore playing a particularly important role.

I am extremely pleased to see the
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very active contribution which WMO is moking to the work of the Commission.
This contribution, and also that of the other agencies concerned, $hould be
facilitated and increased by the new regulations which the Unesco General
Conference adopted for the Commission at its sixteenth session in November last.
Likewise, the establishment of the Inter-Secretariat Committee for Scientific
Programmes relating to Oceanography, provides the United Notions, WMO, FAD,

rMea and Unesco Secretariats with the means of co-ordinoting their participation
in the work of the Commission.

For these reasons, and in this spirit, I om

very pleased to see the creation of the Advisory Coromi ttee on Oceanic

Meteorological Reseorch, which will strengthen the links between meteorologists
and oceanographers.
"Wi th regard to hydrology, co-operation between our organizations has
developed more particularly since the launching of the International Hydrological
Decode by Unesco in 1965.

The purpose of this programme is to improve our know-

ledge of the world water balance, to stimulate hydrological studies and the
training of hydrologists in 011 countries, leading to a rational use of water
resources and it has, as you know, aroused widespread interest in the international community.

At the present time, more thon one hundred countries ond

many international and governmental organizations and scientific non-governmental
organizations ore participating in implementing the programme.

I am happy to

be able to emphasize the very important contribution mode by the WMO to this
programme and its extensive and active participation in the work of the Coordinating

Council

of

the

Internation-al

Hydrological

Decode.

I

am pleased to note, in your Congress documents, that this participation is
expected to continue in the years to come.

Unesco ha's followed with interest

the work of the Technical Conference of Hydrological and Meteorological
Services organized by the HMO in September and October 1970.

The recommenda-

tions of the Conference, while unable to disguise, if I may venture to say so,
the rather arbitrary nature of the distinctions between operational hydrology,
applied hydrology and scientific hydrology, should nevertheless result in a
clearer definition of WMO's responsibilities in hydrological matters, having
regard to the practical experience acquired by your Organizotion in respect of
hydrometeorological networks and the exchange of hydrometeorologicol information
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Clearly, it falls to you, in the World Meteorological

Congress, to toke decisions concerning the future responsibilities of the
Organization in that field.

Noting however, that in the words of the WHO

Convention, one of the purposes of the Organization is to 'further the applications of meteorology to water problems', I sholl merely express the hope that
the widening of the terms of reference so defined will not odd too greatly
to the difficulties of the division of labour ond of co-ordination in the
complex field of water resources which the various interested organizations are
endeovouring to resolve at their respective levels.
of efforts is not only desirable but possible.

A harmonious combination

In addition to the examples

I have already mentioned, I would also refer to the particularly encouraging
co-operation between WMO and Unesco in agrometeorology and in climatology, as
recently demonstrated by the joint publication of the monumental 'Climatic
Atlas of Europe'.
"I hope that the some will apply to the question of the environment which,
as the Conseiller Federal has just stressed, is a matter of such urgency and
importance.

As you are aware, since 1965, Unesco has been suggesting that work

on the rational use and conservation of the resources of the biosphere should
be intensified at the international level.

In 1968, it convened in Paris on

inter-governmental conference of experts on the subject.

That conference asked

Unesco to establish on internotional research programme on Man and the Biosphere
in co-operation with all interested organizations.

This long-term inter-

governmental and inter-disciplinary programme, which was drown up after careful
preporation, including several meetings ~f experts and a series of consultations
with institutions of the United Notions system and international scientific
associations, was approved by the Unesco General Conference in November 1970.
Member States have been invited to set up national committees to ensure their
participation in the programme, and an international co-ordinating council has
been formed for the planning and general supervision of activities on the
international scale.
"Since climate is a decisive factor in ecology, the WHO contribution will
doubtless be of very great importance;

this is, indeed, apparent from the

documents which have been submitted to you.

For my port, I should be extremely
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happy to see this participation materialize, particularly in the form of adequate
representation of meteorological servIces in the notional committees which I men_
tioned just now, by the WHO Secretariat being represented on the Co-ordinoting
Council, and perhaps by WMO taking charge of certoin projects or of certain working
groups wi thin the orbit of the Co-ordinoting Council. This is the kind of ini tic_

tive which will enable WHO and Unesco ond all the organizations concerned to con_
tribute to the full success of the World Conference on the Humon Environment to be

held in Stockholm in 1972 in accordance with the decision of the United Notions
General Assembly.

Moy I be permitted to express to the representatives of these

organizations who are here beside me how much I appreciate their common determina_
tion to strengthen collaboration which has borne valuable fruit.

In this some

spirit, Mr. President, and Secretory-General, may I express the wish that the work
of your Congress may c9ntribute to the progress of both meteorology and of inter_
national co-operation in the service of mankind.

Thank you, Mr. President."

The President thanked Mr. Maheu for his statement and referred to the
increasing co-operation between WHO and Unesco in view of the growing importance of
such fields of common interest as hydrology and oceanography.

"Mr. Chairman, Honouroble Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
"This is the second time that I have had the honour and privilege of
addressing your august· assembly on behalf of the International Telecommunication
Union.

On the first occasion, in 1967, at the opening meeting of your Fifth

Congress, I expressed our satisfaction at seeing our two sister organizations
always

~working

in an atmosphere of mutual co-operation and in obsolute harmony·

and assured you that 'we shall do everything in our power to ensure thot this
co-operation is constantly strengthened and extended in the future ' •
"Four years have passed since then, years during which, I think you will agree,
this will to co-operate has found practical expression on a number of occasions.
It is all the more gratifying to us that the results have been of benefit to both
the WHO and ITU.

13
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"It could z in any easel hardly be otherwise, since we form part of that
group of specialized agencies of the United Notions whose chief purpose it is to
ensure world-wide co-ordination of those national services in which technique
plays a preponderant part.

"With regard to your activities, we all know that man has perpetually been
concerned to know what the weather will be;

however, it was the invention of

telegraphy, heralding the era of modern telecommunications, that gave impetus
to the development of meteorology by making possible the rapid transmission of
the data.

"You have travelled a long way since then and we know how important it is
for you to have telecommunication networks well adapted to your needs.

That is

why the Regional and World Plan Committees of the ITU take all your circuit
requirements into account when planning telecommunication networks.

"Conversely, much of the scientific data amassed by meteorologists is of
great value to us.

As an example, I would mention knowledge of radio wave propaga-

tion phenomena, which are greatly influenced by the structure of the atmosphere,
and the study of atmospheric noise.

These studies, for which the term radio-

meteorology has been coined, are of great topical interest since to a large
extent they condition the choice of the new frequency bands tp ~~e allotted to
space communications.

"-This leads me, quite naturally, to speak of the advent of satellites, which
have given a new dimension to our activities.

"Perhaps I should remind you, first of all, that so for only two categories
of satellite have really become operational:

meteorological satellites and com-

munication satellites.

"As for as WMQ is concerned, the world meteorological watch is a direct application of the immense possibilities offered by meteorological satellites.
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"As for the ITU, you ore aware how much our organization has been interested

in space matters for the past twelve years or so.

The work of our Union in this

sphere is of both a technical and regulatory nature.
"While on this subject, 1 need hardly tell you that on 7 June next the World

Administrative R09io Conference for Space Telecommunications is to open in Geneva;
its moin object will be to prepare regulotions applicable to all the services which
use, or may in futuIe use, space techniques.

The conference will also deal with

the allocation of new frequency bonds to the different services concerned and the
operating conditions of the various systems.
"The deliberations of the conference will largely be based on the technical
data assembled and finalized for the most part within the International Radio
Consultative Committee (CCIR) of the

lTU.

"But I do not believe that technique is the only thing that brings us together.
I am convinced that both our organizations fully realize the role they ploy in the

economic and social fields in helping to promote the constant improvement of systems
for the benefit of mankind.

And the advent of the space age cannot but serve to

strengthen this very active collaboration-, which began more than a century ago.

"I am therefore most grateful to you, Mr. Chairman, and to my colleague and
friend, Dr. Davies, Secretory-General of WMO, for having given me this opportunity
to say a fe .... words and to affirm once more our sincere desire to collaborate in
seeking the best solutions to your telecommunication problems.

"May I conclude by wishing you, on behalf of the ITU, every success in your
work.
"~hank

you .. "
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The President thanked Mr. Mili for his address ond expressed his oppreciation
of the excellent co-operation and assistance received in the past by WMO from the ITU.

'it is due to the absence of Dr. Candau, whose urgent duties necessitate his
presence far from Geneva this week, that I am here to welcome you.

He would, I

am sure, wish to tell you how we look forward to your Congress every four years.
Quite apart from the cordial bonds of friendship which exist between the heads
of the Secretariats of our two organizations, we hove so much in common that it
is only natural that there should be mutual understanding.

Like the HMO, WHO

enjoys a great privilege, namely homogeneity in its personnel, as in the composition of its delegations and also in

t~e

very nature of its programmes.

More-

over, although the matters with which we are concerned are widely separated, our
methods are often the some.

For example, nothing could be more like the World

"leather I-/atch than such I-/HO programmes as the International Epidemiological Watch.
'i spoke of the wide separation between the matters involved in aur programmes.

Nevertheless we do have certain interests in common.
on health springs to mind immediately.

The influence of "weather"

Unfortunately little has been done to

investigate popular beliefs which attribute pathological phenomena to meteorological factors.

Not as much interest has been taken in biometeorology as the

subject merits.

This is not the fault of HMO nor of its Secretary-General who

is particularly interested in this aspectj

we, an the ather hand, are assailed

by problems having high priority, and then, again, biology and medicine still
lack certain basic data which would enable a better understanding to be obtained
of the influence of the atmosphere on the functioning of on organism.

Another

point af cornman interest is a knowledge of large-scale climates which, for us
epidemiologists, is essential in order to forecast, to some extent, the evolution
of epidemics linked with factors such as temperature, atmospheric precipitation,
etc.
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"However, it is particularly in problems concerning the environment and

particularly its pollution that we find the most useful and, I would soy, most
necessary point of contact.

For olmost 15 years WHO has been making on approach

to these problems, with a conference in 1957, while in the some year a ponel of
experts met and drew up a programme.

This programme was concerned with deter-

mining which pollutants should be measured, criteria of the quolity of the air,
the methods themselves for measuring pollutants and micro-pollutants
course, the long-term effects of atmospheric pollution on man.

and, of

Since that time,

all aspects of pollution hove been studied, particularly industrial pollution,
and even more particularly urban atmospheric pollution due to the internal combustion engine.
"All this work is carried out maintaining close contact with the World
Meteorological Organization.

Shortly before your lost conference, our Secretar-

iat had been asked to participate in your Commission for Atmospheric Sciences
and in 1966 we organized a common working group which was to study and slightly
amend the units proposed by the WHO committees for measuring and recording
pollution.

During the four-year period between your two Congresses, colla_

boration has continued. Our WHO colleogues have assisted and participated in
all our committees and symposia in 1968, _1969 and 1970, while my colleagues in
the WHO were invited regularly to meetings of the Executive Committee Panel of
Experts on Meteorological Aspects of Air Pollution.
a number of inter-agency meetings;

We also sit side-by-side at

I will merely mention GE$AMP which is the

study group for aspects of maritime pollution.
"Another meeting which was organized jointly in Brussels in 1968 was the
joint Symposium on Urban Climate and Climatology, and the close collaboration
is evident in the report, consisting of two volumes, published in WMO Technical
Notes;

this report was prepared and issued jointly.

As a result of this there

is a clear divisian af responsibilities between our two organizations, which was
clearly defined a few days ago at the meeting of your Ponel on Meteorological
Aspects of Air Pollution.

I do not wish to deol at length with the details of

the determination of respective responsibilities, but by and large it con be
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said that WMO is proceeding to measurements in areas which are for from any
source of pollution, since the interest is mainly in constituants of the

atmosphere such as CO , in turbidity and in the constituants of precipitation;
2
all these are of no direct interest for health.

WHO, on the other hand, is

mainly interested in high concentrations of pollutants in urban areas.

Your

Executive Committee has recognized that the WMO programme did not interfere
with programme such as ours.

It can thus be said that we have arranged, with

your organization, an excellent system of working together and have defined the
terms of reference in such a way that there is no '1astage of effort.

This may

be a little known state of affairs since our co-operation is discreet and silent
and I would even say inconspicious.

We ore close to one another and matters are

usually arranged on an informal basis.
"We are proud of our good relations with an organization such os yours,
respected for the quality of its activities but also for its seniority at the
international level.

Is it not a fact that in 1973 you will be celebrating the

centenary of world meteorology - the year in which the World Health Organization
will, more modestly, be celebrating its twenty-fifth anniversary?
"Mr. President, on behalf of the Director-General of the World Health
Organization I wish your Sixth Congress all the success that you yourself could
wish for it."
The President thanked Dr. Dorolle and said that collaboration between WMO
and WHO was very important, particulorly in the fields of environmental pollution
and biometeorology.

"Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
"I wish to convey the regrets of the Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Notions, Mr. Boerma, who found himself
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unable to attend this Congress.

Mr. Boermo has also asked me to convey to you

all his best wishes for [] successful and progressive meeting.
"! consider myself very fortunate to have been designated to represent him

here because of myoId associations with the World Meteorological Organization
and my long-standing interest in ogricultural meteorology.

This interest I hove

maintained in spite of the heavy burden for six years of my executive duties at
the United Notions Development Programme Headquarters in New York.

In my present

function as Director of the Plant Production and Protection Division at FAa, the
Division in our Organization most closely concerned with the application of
meteorology to our general aim, which is the production of sufficient food of
the highest quality for everybody on this earth, I have again been able to come
into closer contact with biometeorology and I am very glad indeed to be here to
listen to your deliberations.
"At the last WMO Congress, Mr. B.R. Sen, who was our Director-General at
the time, mode an eloquent appeal for help in the Campaign against Hunger and
Congress (Xlssed Resolution 26 (Cg-V) on Agrometeorological Services in Support
of the World Campaign against Hunger, which gave a valuable stimulus

~o

-the agro-

meteorological activities of the different United Notions agencies concerned in
this work.
"The problem is the same now as it was then, the growth of the world's
papulation remains unabated, and there is as great a need as ever for the technical agencies of the United Notions to close their ranks in support of the
World Campaign against Hunger.
"Mr. Boerma has selected five priority areos within which the efforts of
FAO should be concentrated.

In all these priority areas considerations of agro-

meteorology are of primordial importonce.

The first is the work connected with

the new high-yielding varieties of cereals, the 'Green Revolution' as it is sometimes called.

The successful introduction and adaptation of this plant material

is highly dependent on a proper understanding of the environmentol factors involved, and weather and climate ore foremost amongst these.

I am very glad to

FIRST PLENARY MEETING

19

note that this is mentioned in the draft of the new

reso~ution

on Agrometeoro-

logical Services in Support of the World Campaign against Hunger which is being

proposed to this Congress.
"Great vigilance is needed here, cnd the Global Agricultural Research Pro-

ject in Biometeorologicol Monitoring is specially designed to meet this need.
In this project the regular and methodical type of observing made by well-troined
meteorological observers will be extended to the making of biological observations
with equal regularity and attention to detail.

In this way valuable phenological

observations on the some varieties will be mode in
ments.

Q

wide diversity of environ-

Like the Interagency Agroclimatology Surveys, the preparation of this

project has been a combined effort of FAD, Unesco and WHO, -and one more good
example of interagency collaboration.

These activities are supervised by the

Interagency Co-ordinating Group in Agricultural Biometeorology, which was formed
as a result of Resolution 26 (Cg-V) to which I referred earlier and on which, in
addition to the three agencies of the project, UNDP and WHO are represented.
"A no lesser evil than hunger is malnutrition, and the second area of concentration of the FAD programme is the closing of the protein gap.

Plants are

still by far the main source of food proteins besides animal production and
fisheries and less conventional sources.

Thus an important line of action to

remedy this nutritional disequilibrium is the introduction, selection and intensified production of crops with a high content of the right kjnd of proteins
and consideration of attendant meteorological factors is a major port of this
work.
"The third FAa area of concentration is the war on waste.
parasites and diseases of crops comes within this sector.

The fight against

Some of you may be

aware of the important contribution which, with the assistance of WHO, meteorology
has made to the fight against the desert locust.

Twa WHO Technical Notes have

been published on the subject and we are, ourselves, responsible for another nine
publications.
desert locust.

One of the largest UNDP/FAO projects to dote has been that of the
The project enrolled the help of several specialists in onti-

locust_meteorology, as the secret of the success of these insects seems to be

Q
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thorough exploitation of atmospheric circulation and weather developments at a

scole embracing continents.
"Water is the primary input of agricultural production of which there is the
greatest shortage in the developing world, and yet, at the some time, it is very
easily and frequently wasted.

It is allowed to evaporate, run off or seep through

the ground needlessly and for too much of it is often given to irrigated crops.

To ovoid such waste the physicol reasoning of meteorologists has proved very
helpful indeed.

"At FAD we see with interest the increased involvement of WMO in hydrology.

No Organization, we think, is better placed to guide the operation of regular and
reliable networks of hydrologicol observations.

Whilst Unesco fulfils the role

of promoting and co-ordinating scientific progress of hydrology we, at FAD, are
concerned with its application in the pursuit of our general aim which is to ensure thot everyone will eat sufficiently and well.

The work which WHO proposes

to do in hydrology is on exacting and responsible task and we sincerely hope that
Congress will give the Secretariat the support it needs to discharge it as well
os they certainly wish to, while maintaining the high quality of its service to
meteorology.
"The Interagency Co-ordinating Group in Agricultural Biometeo:!:,ology is also
promoting studies of the fluctuations in y_ield and production due to weather and
climate.

These fluC'tuations, superimposed as they are on, the general progressive

trend due to better plant material and improved techniques, tend to obscure this
trend over short periods and make planning more difficult.

And yet careful plan-

ning there must be, to try and match production during the years to come with
population increase and to the evolution in international movements of commodities.
At FAD we have occumulated over the lost few years, mainly through the early
warning system for food shortages and the operations of the World Food.Programme,
informotion on the occurrence-of food shortages allover the world.

These short-

ages are mostly due to periods of abnormal weather, mainly droughts and sometimes
floods.

In addition to this, the Respective Study far World Agricultural Develop-

ment, which is also 'concerned with the evolution of production .in years to come,
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has organized a considerable moss of dote and reached a stage when introduction
of the fluctuations due to weather and climate in their anolysis would be extremely valuable.
"The WMO Commission for Agricultural Meteorology itself has several groups
working on aspects of this important central theme, and it is sincerely hoped
that it will be possible to intensify co-ordination between the two organizations
in this important and difficult work.

Perhaps the Committee on Programme and

Budget will consider some suitable inclusion to this effect in the new resolution
on Agrometeorological Services in Support of the World Campaign against Hunger.
""lith the financial assistance of UNDP, WMO hos recently held in Dakar a

most successful conference which was a follow-up to one of the FAOjUnescojwMO
Agroclimatology Surveys.

FAD participated octively in this conference which was

attended by agronomists and meteorologists of the countries of tropicol Hest

Africa in equal numbers.

There, the impact of meteorology on agricultural sub-

jects ranging from soil science to forestry was discussed.

The discussions be-

gan with on appraisal of the atmospheric circulation of the area, enriched by
the new knowledge derived from the

fast~growing

collection of satellite cloud

photographs, and it ended with lengthy consideration of the problems of training
in agricultural meteorology.
similar meetings in cannexion

We are glad to note that WMO intends to hold
with subsequent agroclimatology surveys and also

for the purpose of studying the agrometeorology problems of single crops.

WMO

may be assured of the fullest participation of FAD in these meetings.
"In his report the President of the CAgM underlines the importance of giving
due consideration to meteorological factors at FAD projects.

We have some 300

field projects dealing with natural resources and I am glad to be able to say
that this importance is being increasingly recognized in our Technical Departments
and Divisions and acted upon with progressive effect.

All this clearly implies

intensified collaboration between FAD and \lMD through the Interagency Coordinating Group and also with the very valuable assistance of the Commission
for Agricultural Meteorology.
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"With regard to fisheries and marine sciences, we oxe happy to state that

the long-established good relations with your Organization hove continued dUring
the intersessional period between the Fifth and Sixth WHO World Congress.
"From the many contacts which the Deportment of Fisheries hos had with your

,

: Organization I should like to mention in particular our collaboration with the

World Weather Watch (WWW) in the interests of fisheries research.

Particular

mention should be mode of our joint support to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (roc), and our collaboration with regard to the Integrated

Global Ocean Station System (lG05S) and the Long-term and Expanded Programme on
Oceanic Research (LEPOR).
"Furthermore, there is also fruitful co-operation between our two Organi_
zations in the field of marine pollution as co-sponsors of the Group of Experts
on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Pollution (GESAMP).

Further collaboration,

either directly or through IOC, is also envisaged for the future, particularly
with regard to the aspects of monitoring of pollution.
"Mr. President, FAD is very pleased to note the efforts made by WHO through
its Commission for Atmospheric Sciences and other channels to face the very
difficult question of weather modification.

This question must be viewed in the

context not only of the benefits accrued through increase or decrease in weather
elements such as rainfall, temperature and winds, but olso of the social and
ecological side effects which may be touched off.

At FAD we have begun to re_

ceive requests from developing countries for advice in this controversial sector
and .... e look to WMO for assistance in keeping abreast of developments .... hilst maintaining an ecologically sound position.
"Without going as far as the Russian author whom Professor K. Ya Kondratyev
quotes at the beginning of the summary of his IMO lecture as having said:

"Han

would have nothing to demand of God hod he learned to forecast correctly the
weather", we feel at FAD that if we could hove accurate forecasts of short, medium
and long-term weather developments, if we could have advance warning of the gradual
changes in climate, such as may radically alter the agricultu19 of countries where
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We know, however,

that the forecosting of weather fluctuations is just as elusive as that of
economic fluctuations, partly because so many imponderables are involved.
are, nevertheless, conscious

We

of the tremendous efforts and of the great progress

mode recently in this sector of human knowledge through improved ond intensified
observotion networks and satellite sensing at a global scale, and through the
development of numerical analysis and modelling of the phenomena involved;

all

this leading to a better understanding of the lorge-scale processes of weather
making and their multifarious repercussions.
"We wish to congratUlate the World Meteorological Organization, yourself,
Mr. President, and your colleagues from the meteorological services of the world
and also Dr. Davies, the Secretory General, and his stoff for the very fine work
of co-ordination of this scientific advance which is being done through such vast
undertakings as the World Weather Watch and the Global Atmospheric Research Programme.

We look to WMO to provide many of the answers which we need to achieve

our aim of a sufficiency of good food for everybody on this earth.

We wish this

Congress complete success in its task of remustering the forces of the Organization and increasing them to face the new responsibilities, like the problems
of the human environment, which the modern world constantly presses on us."
In thanking Mr. Albani, the President stressed the very fruitful collaboration existing between FAa and WMO, porticularly in the fields of agrometeorology
and agroclimatology.

"Mr. President, Secretory-General, Delegates and Representatives, Ladies
and Gentlemen,
'it is exactly four years ago today that I hod the great honour, as Director
of UNDP, to express my best wishes for the success of your eminent Assembly which
was meeting here for its Fifth Congress and soy how much I admired the work which
had bt;!en achieved over a period of nearly one hundred years.
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"It is a matter for considerable satisfaction to note that during these
four yeaIs, world meteorology has progressed vigourously along fruitful lines
for the future of the developing countries, opened up by the resolutions of your

Fifth Congress.
"Firstly, implementation of the World Weather Watch Plan for the period

1968-1971 has mainly progressed according to plan.
"UM)P takes measure of the whole scope of the very considerable socio-

economic benefits which the developing countries would derive from a more
rational understanding of atmospheric phenomena and more objective short-term
and long-range weather forecasts which would result.
"For the developing countries, it is undoubtedly in the two major fields
of the application of meteorology - agricultural resources and water resources that the greatest potential for socio-enonomic progress to be derived from the
Wor~d

Weather Watch is to be found.

It is thus appropriate to ensure, from

now an, that these countries be placed in
potential when the moment comes.

0

position, to make full use of this

For, vast as your admirable and exemplary

concern is, it covers a field which is necessarily limited and which ends where
the fields of application begin.

Thus, it is perhaps appropriate to enquire

whether the time has not come to consider means of ensuring a more systematic
change of the World Weather Watch to applications to agriculture and water
resources, in developing countries, by making use of systems additional to the
basic system with which you are at present concerned.

Considering everything

whioh would need to be co-ordinoted in respect of collection of special data,
processing or collection of data, training and research, one is led to enquire
whether these systems are not, in fact, true counter-part "Watches" - one for
agrometeorology, the other for hydrometeorology - which would establish the
socia-economic profitability of the basic meteorological watch in the developing
countries.
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"These considerations bear out the interest which UNOP has in the success
of the World Weather Watch.

UNDP will make a contribution to ensuring this

success by studying, together with WHO, the needs of countries which, within the
framework of co-ordinated programmes, will submit requests to UNOP, either to
strengthen their meteorological service, or in respect of matters more specifically
linked to the World Weather Watch.
lOA second line of progress, which UNDP is pleased to stress, is that outlined
by the Fifth Congress in its Resolution 26 on agrometeorology and food production.
The work of the Inter-Agency Co-ordinating Group for Agricultural Biometeorolagy,
in which UNDP participates, with WHO, FAD ond Unesco, has given rise to a request
for a world project for research in agrometeorology;

this is at present being

studied by UNOP.
"It is to be hoped that the meetings each year of the group and implementation of this project may one day lead to the conceptiort of a plan for a World
Agrometeorological Watch - a system for concerted action to maintain a watch and
for research:

in order to increase food production by making the optimum use of

weather and climatic factors, to make better forecasts of yields and reduce to a
minimum the disastrous effects on yields of weather vagaries.
"The Technical Conference of Hydrological ond Meteorological Services held
in September 1970 and attended by Members of WHO is to be congratulated for its
conclusion that there is a third line for progress conforming with the policy
supported by UNOP.

For

the developing countries, with limited meons, can but

benefit from a strengthening of the co-ordination between the operational facilities of meteorological and hydrological services, and even their integration
whenever this is possible.
"A fourth line for progress, adopted by your Fi fth Congress and which,
fortunately, has since been followed, concerns demonstrating the rale of meteorology in socio-economic development.

The UNOP is particularly pleased with this

turn in WHO activities and pleased to have been invited to participate in the
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work_ of your Executive Committee Panel of Experts on Meteorology and Economic

Development.

The seminar at Ibadan held in 1969 for African countries and the

similar one held in Santiago in 1970 for the countries of Lotin Americo were
organized on this theme with the financial support and active participation of
Uf>()P.

"On the same principle, one of the four programmes covering a number of

WHO's activities:

'The interaction of man and his environment' again stresses

the orientation of modern meteorology towards human aspects, which is well
established today as the science of the human environment.
"Without in any way ceding its status as a geophysical science, the science
of meteorology is seen to ploy an essential part, in its applications, by
contributing to a higher standard of living for mankin9, particularly in the
developing countries, where the socia-economic potentialities of meteorology are
both greater and- still the least exploited.
"Your Fifth Congress hod adopted Resolution 13 on
United Nations Development

~rogramme.

~O

participation in the

Due to all the progress which has been

made and trends in your Organization during the last four years, it has been
possible to apply this resolution very succ_essfully, ·thanks to the lively spirit
which prevails in the field of meteorology which has greatly increased the
number and effectiveness of joint projects.
"From 1967 to 1970 the funds transferred by UJII)P to \1-10 represent a total of
15 million dollars, against 8 million for the preceding period from 1963 to 1966.
These funds have thus almost doubled.

From 1967 to 1970 UJII)P annual aid has

increased from 2.3 million dollars to 4.9 million.

This has also doubled, the

annual rate of increase being 25.,t.. The total funds allocated by UIDP to meteorology, from the time of commencement of aid until 1970, amount to 27 million
dollars.

At the present time, 26 projects of the Special Fund component have

been completed, are under way or have been approved for on overall total of
26 million dollars and for a government contribution representing 36 million
dollars.
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"If these figures show some light on the extent of UNDP financial support in
the field of meteorology, we should nevertheless not remain blind to the fact
that, through the evaluation studies which UNDP has to undertake in order to
assess the merits of requests received, the work of building up national meteorological services meeting the needs of socio-economic expansion, is far from having
been completed in many developing countries.
"We may, here, lament the fact that the precise state of affairs in these
services and the state of affairs with regard to future requirements which will
have to be covered, depending on realistic plans for development, in order to
enable us to plan and spread out our aid for building up meteorology, wi th ht10
and the governments, in the developing countries, are all too frequently unknown.
On the other hand phase planning of UNDP oid appears to be more than ever necessary within the framework of reforms in the structure, of which you have been
informed and which we are at present implementing, to increose the volume of aid
for development and to ensure the greatest effectiveness.
reforms have been made known to you.

In broad outline these

What UNDP may in future be able to grant in

the meteorological sector is not yet known.

This volume will increase, depending

on the interest in meteorology of governments enlightened by your resolutions and
on the ability of the Department for

Technical Co-operation of the Secretary-

General to maintain this interest and implement it in the form o-f projects.

It

is of course understood that our resident directors, who will henceforth have
full responsibility for arranging programmes for each country, will be available
to give assistance to all Permanent Representatives and the Secretariat of the
Organization.

Finally it con be stated that the magnitude of requirements will

necessitate a closer link-up between UNDP assistance and assistance provided
under the various bilateral arrangements.

In this connexion UNDP notes with

considerable satisfaction that the WWW Voluntary Assistance Programme reaches
3.9 million dollars in 1970.
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"Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

"Such are the facts regarding WHO participation in the United Nations

Development Programme which we have been authorized to pass on to you at the
beBinning of your new sessions.
"UNDP and WHO ore indeed partners working in close association with one

another.

One, together with the various governments, designs and finances

overall programll)es for development, while the other designs, advises and implements the meteorologj.cal port of these programmes.

It is for this reason

that the wishes for success in its work which we express to the Sixth WHO
Congress, go far beyond the traditional expressions of friendship between
organs of the United Notions family.
"Your Organization will be celebro.ting its centenary in 1973.

We wish to

express our faith in its future, because the weather is a great organizer of
human activities and climates generate civilizations."
The President thanked Professor Bernard for his very interesting statement.

He pointed out that because of the substantial assistance provided by the

UNDP, WMO was, in turn, able to assist mgny Members from the developing countries.

"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, Mr. Federal Councillor, Ladies and
Gentlemen,
"It gives me great pleasure to represent IMCa at this opening session of
the WHO Congress and to convey to the Congress the greetings of the SecretaryGeneral of IMeO, Mr. Golin Goad, and our wishes for a successful session.

It

is not necessary to mention, at this stage, the excellent relations and cooperation between HMO and IMCO - this goes without saying.

I will only briefly

refer to many matters of common interest between the two organizations.

As for

as IMCO is concerned these matters of common interest are mainly centred on the
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work of the Commission·for Maritime Meteorology and including particularly those
aspects of the Commission's activity which are directly or even indirectly
connected with safety at sea and efficiency of navigation.

We had in the past

the -privilege of working together or beiny represented at various bodies of WHO
dealing with marine requirements, radio communications and collection of weather
data from ships or transmission of weather information to ships as well as the
privilege of working with representatives from WMO at meetings of IMCO bodies.
I would of course emphasize that WHO and IMCO, together with other international
organizations are working with inter-agency bodies discussing and deciding upon
questions of common interest to humanity such as human environment problems,
marine pollution, etc.

I am certain thot we sholl have similar opportunities

in the futUre to work together on other topics which affect safety and with a
view to require the collective effort of all concerned - administrations, mariners,
ship-owners and other interest operating in the marine environment.

The concepts

of -weather routeing and facsimile weather transmissions are prominent subjects of
such nature which come to mind.

We in IMCO consider them as being of particular

importance to shipping and fisheries and expect that WHO would give these
problems a high degree of priority in a long list of subjects in its work programme for the coming years.

Without wishing to take up more of your time, in

further elaborating on details, I will permit myself to repeating again our
thanks for your assistance in our work and to ossure your of our

continuouspart~a_

tion in your work whenever this is required and to wish you a successful session.
"Ladies and Gentlemen, as

0

representative of the Maritime Organization,

1 would like to wish a great success and very happy trip to the ship of this
Congress.

Bon voyage, Mesdomes et Messieurs."

In thanking Captain Saviev, the President mentioned that collaboration
between WHO and IMCO hod developed over the post few years and expressed the hope
that this collaboration would increase in years to come.
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"Mr. Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Mr. Federal Councillor, Representatives of the Specialized Agencies, and
Representatives of the Canton and City of Geneva, Delegates and Participants
at Congress, Ladies and Gentlemen,
"I would like first to express again my thanks to all speakers who have
just addressed us.
"We are particularly honoured by the presence of Federal Councillor Tschudi
and very grateful to him for his warm words of welcome to all of us tt'! Switzerland
and Geneva and for his words of encouragement to us in the work which we have
ahead in the coming'weeks.
"The welCoMe which Mr. Winspeare has extended to us to the
is no less·qppreciated.

It has bQcome

~

P~lais

des Nations

tradition to hold sessions of the \MO

Congress in the Palais des- Nations and our special thanks axe due to the
United Nations and to Mr. Winspeare.for the excellent _facilities placed-at our
disposal.
liThe participation at this opening ceremony- of representatives of many of
the specialized agencies of the United Nations, including Mr. Rene Maheu,
Director-General of Unesco,

Mr~

-Mili, Secretary-General of

nu,

Dr. Rahi,

Director-General of UPU, Dr. Dorolle, Depu·ty Director-General of WHO and others
·too numerous to mention, is "also greatly appreciated.
tive attitude shown in their speeches constitute a

The positive and -construc-

g~eat

stimulus to us in our

work and their presence here demonstrates clearly that the activities of the WHO
are beco!,!ing more and more relevant to the overall programme of international
activities of the United Nations system of organizations.
"As Mr. Win speare has already mentioned, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations has kindly agreed to speak to us at a plenary meeting at a later
stage and we look forward with great interest to his visit and to the address
he will make on that occasion.
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"Each Congress is an event -of the highest importance to

int~rnational

meteorology and the very large number of countries which have sent delegations
to this Congress clearly demonstrates that the Sixth Congress
importance and significance.

i~

of particular

Many of you have participated at earlier sessions

of Congress and at sessions of other constituent bodies of the Organization and
therefore you will feel at home in the international community of meteorologists.
By attending this Congress you will once again contribute to the progress of
international meteorology by your knowledge and experience.
newcomers.

Others of you are

I trust nevertheless that you will soon feel at heme in our midst

and will contribute with fresh ideas to our work.

I would like here to mention

specially the delegates of those States which have become Members of the Organiza_
tion since Fifth Congress;
attained independent status.

many of those States have indeed only recently
You are all cordially welcome at this session.

"The Organization is an old one.

As a matter of fact, as you may know, it

is going to celebrate its centenary anniversary during the coming financial
period.
"We have good old traditions of friendly co-operation which may serve as on
example for other international organizations.

This is because we all have the

some real interest in the development of our science.

We are prqud to say that

there is no limit in the sky and if we want to serve our countries giving
meteorological information to the benefit of their economical development we
must depend not only on our own activity but also to on increasing extent on the
meteorological activity of all other countries and especially our neighbouring
countries.

The development of all meteorological services and the promotion of

co-operation between them is therefore the moin purpose of our organization.
We must remember that in the Convention of the World Meteorological Organization
its universality is stressed already in the nome.
logical aspect is also put in the centre.
own

sp~cial

In the Convention the meteoro-

Finally it is an Organization with its

rules and procedures, which in the first place must be followed.

The WMO is by no means subordinate to any other organization although it must
obviously co-operate whenever possible.
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"What are the main problems of tllis session?

There ore many important

items on the agenda and any_priority-or order of importance is a matter of
personal judgement bosed upon experience, knowledge and interest.

With your

permission I would like to toke this opportunity to speak about a few items

which I believe should be given special attention.
"In doing so I shall group the WMO activities into four main programme

fields, which have been introduced by the Executive Committee for use in
technical deliberations.
"The first is World Weather Watch.

As you all know, World Weather Watch

is the new global weather system approved by Fifth Congress incorporating all
modern technological advances including satellites, and electranic computers.
In the four yeors since Fifth Congress, great progress has been made in the
implementation of this ambitious and in many ways, unique international programme.

This present Congress will doubtless wish to take appropriate measures

to ensure that from this encouraging beginning, World Weather Watch shall
continue to develop to the benefit of all countries of the world.
"The second \oMO programme is the Research

Programme~

Here oUr main effort

has been directed- toward's the Global Atmospheric Research Programme, which

WHO,

on the authority of Fifth Congress, has embarked on jointly with the International
Council of Scientific Unions.

This is another unprecedented scientific venture

to which a good beginning has been made.

A first experiment is planned to take

place during the next four-year period.

For the execution of this experiment a

greater responsibility will fallon WMO, whereas the planning for further
experiments, as hitherto, will remain the responsibility of the Joint Organizing
Committee.

Sixth Congress will be invited to provide the guidance and resources

for this important programme to continue.
"The third programme is the WMO Programme on the Interaction of Man and his
Environment.

In addition to the traditional practicol applications of knowledge

of the atmospheric processes to such questions as agricultUre, aviation, shipping,
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year~
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our science has assumed a

greatly extended significance in world affairs, since the atmosphere is an
essential, if not the prime element in the human environment.

Atmospheric pollu-

tion and its relationship to the pollutioQ of the soil, the rivers and oceans of
the world, now place WHO in a position in which it is called upon to playa new
and important role.

In this connexion it is of significance to note that the

Secretory-General of WHO has been nominated as Chairman of the newly created
Functional Group on the Human Environment which is a sub-organ of the permanent
co-ordination committee of all heads of the UN agencies.

This group will

evidently have an important role to ploy in environmental questions in the future.
"The Organization is already playing on important role in hydrology, for
instance by taking part in the IHD programme.

A further intensification of the

work in hydrology has been requested by the Conference of Meteorological and
Hydrological Services which met in Geneva lost autumn.

In order to ovoid mis-

understanding I wont to stress that it is not the question of WHO entering into
all aspects of hydrology, nor is it proposed that the WHO should be transformed
into a meteorological and hydrological Organization.

Many other organizations

are involved in the problems of water resources and the co-operation with FAD,
Unesco and IUGG and others must be continued and strengthened.
"A similar situation exists regarding oceanography.

In this field there is

already a close co-operation between WHO and the Intergovernmental "Oceanographic
Commission of the Unesco and the increasing importance of the oceans calls for an
increased activity of WHO, but ogain it is not the" question of WHO entering into
all aspects of oceanography, nor is it proposed that the WHO should be transformed into a meteorological and oceanographic Organization.
"The terrible disaster in Pakistan last year caused by a tropical cyclone is
another recent development which underlines the relevance of WHO's work in the
context of the human environment.

Indeed, the United Notions itself, in a formal

resolution of the General Assembly, has coIled upon WHO to undertake a programme
for the mitigation of the harmful effects of such storms.

The documents before
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you .make proposals as to the future action of WMO in all such environmental

questions.
liThe fourth programme is the Technical Co-operation Programme.

Thanks

mainly to WHO's participation in the United Nations Development Programme and
WHO's own Voluntary Assistance Programme, a very substantial measure of assistance
is now given every year to many developing countries.

As the Congress documents

clearly reveal, the need" in the future will be still greater and Congress will
doubtless wish to give careful consideration to this important aspect of our
work and activities.
"I do not want to describe in any more detail at this time, the importance

of these four basic programmes.

You will find in the excellent documentation

before you·all the information necessary and the positive proposals of the
Secretary-General for future action.
"For all the many increased activities new contributions will have to be
made by- the Secretariat and new burdens will directly as well as indirectly be
put on the Member$ of the Organization.
"I hope that you will attack the problem$ in a constructive way and arrive
at solutions which will allow the Organization to play effectively its role in
the international co-operation and the economic development of Clll countries .. 11
The

m~eting

rose at 12.47 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE SECOND PLENARY MEETING
5 April 1971 at 3.40 p.m.
The meeting opened at 3.40 p.m.
Before

turning to the main business of Congress, the President gave the

floor to the Honourable J. G. Hoskins, Minister of Works and Communications of

Botswana, who had asked to speak to the meeting.

"Mr. President, Members of the Executive Committee, Mr. Secretory-General,

distinguished representatives and delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
"As the Minister in the Botswana Government with responsibility for meteoro_

logical services, I am delighted to be here today at the meeting of the Sixth
World Meteorological Congress which is being held under the auspices of the

World Meteorological Organization.

I am also appreciative of the opportunity

which has been afforded me of addressing the assembled delegates and representa_
tives of so many fellow Members or Member States of WHO and I hope that in the
course of my short speech and during our stay among you in Geneva you will come
to learn a little more about the country which I represent and the nature and
size of the many problems which still face us and, indeed, the relevance of the
activities of WHO in our finding solutions to these problems.

The principal

feature of Botswana from a climatic point of view is its aridity, so that meteoro_
logy and all aspects of water resources development and utilization are of funda_
mental importance.

Other notable features are the great physical size of the

country and the fact that it is entirely landlocked.

It has therefore no access

to the sea other than through or over the territories of the neighbouring countries.
The population of my country is small cnd poor.

We are faced with unique problems:

lack of independent access to the sea, overshadowed by powerful neighbours whose
policies differ from ours;
the lock of 0 national currenCYi
the inability
to impose our own customs taXi and so on.
This, briefly, is the back-
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ground against which our many problems, both human Dnd material, must be viewed.
As a Member of the World Meteorological Organization, we ore mindful, Sir l of the
long tradition of international co_operation in meteorology which extends back
almost a century and, therefore, long before the emergence of Botswana as a
sovereign, independent Stote.

Nevertheless, it is interesting to note that in a

resolution of the Second Congress of WHO, that is sixteen years ago, it is stated
that one of the primary requirements for the southern port of Africa was the
establishment of an adequate network of synoptic and rainfall stations
Bechualiolond Protectorate, as Botswana was then called.

and
~e

~ith

in the

From a modest beginning

direct aid from the World Meteorological Organization from 1965

on~ards,

have gradually extended the synoptic and rainfall stations to incluQe agro-

meteorological and hydrometeorological networks and ones of stations for special
purposes such as wild life, notional parks, geological survey, veterinary test
herds, bushman research and, finally, as an instructional medium, basic weather
stations at every secondary school in the country. Mr. President, some of this
development would not have been possible without the help of the World Meteorological Organization, which not only continued to make an expert available but
also supplied us with further equipment and the transport necessary to undertake
the establishment and inspection of stations.

I am aware thdt the normal maximum

duration of an expert's mission to a country is five years and we are grateful that
this period has been extended to enable us to continue and complete the scheme of
training local staff which has been started earlier.
tremendously with fellowships.

WHO has also helped us

Botswana's first fellow completed a two-year

diploma scholarship course at Nairobi in Kenya and

~as

then awarded a long-term

fellowship under the Voluntary Assistance Programme through the good offices of
the United Kingdom. -This officer is now studying at the University of Reading in
England where he hos already passed the first_year examination for the Bachelor of
Science degree course.

Two other fellows are at present undertaking Closs II

training at the WHO Regional Training Centre at Nairobi and
at least four more names for consideration later this year.

~e

shall be submitting

Following upon the

resolution of the Fifth Congress in 1967 colling on Member Stotes to implement the
concept of the

~"'orld

Weather Watch, Botswana has tried to the best of its ability

to improve its service and increase its synoptic coverage by introducing the midnight GMT schedule at four of aUr stations ond by improving telecommunications
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We do, of course, appreciate

that our contribution in this sphere cannot compare with that being made by many of
the richer, more developed countries, but, Mr. President, we intend to do our share
with the limited resources available and give full support as best we can to the
World Weather Watch programme.

In order to do this effectively; we shall require a

full meteorological telecommunications system, facsimile and complete data-processing
equipment, weather-tracking radar, at least one fully automatic weather station
and, over the next five years, several fellowships each year. At the moment, as
I mentioned earlier, Sir, Botswana has three fellows studying under the aegis of
the World Meteorological Organization and we hope and expect these officers will
form the nucleus of our forecasting unit.

Mr. President, the main purpose,

therefore of my mission to this Sixth Congress is to express on behalf of my
President and the Government of Botswana and its people OUr sincere appreciation
and thanks to the \-Iorld Meteorological Organization for the very practical way in
which it has assisted us to establish and build up an essential and most useful
meteorological service.

We have also come to Geneva to listen and learn something

about the latest developments in world meteorology and the kind of problems which
are encountered in

mor~

developed countries.

"In conclusion, may I say that whilst we appreciate the aid given to us in
the past, we hope and expect to be able to stand on our own feet in the not too
distant future.

Important developments are about to take place in Botswana,

especially in the mining field, which would enable us to become economically viable.
When this goal is reached Botswana intends and will be in a position to make her
own positive contribution to the affairs and activities of this world-wide
Organization.

Thank you Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen."

The President thanked Mr._ Haskins for his remarks.
Establishment of a Credentials Committee
(Agenda item 1.2) (Cg-VI!Doc. 2)
Ir) accordance with General Regulation 20, the President proposed that a
Credentials Committee be established as at Fifth Congress with the same geographical
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representation as previously.

He therefore proposed the following membership:

For Regional Association I

Ghano, Madagascar f Dahomey

For Regional Association II

Japan, Mongolia

For Regional Association III

Brozil

For Regional Association IV

U.S.A.

For Regional Association V

Australia

For RegionCll Association VI

Ireland, Itoly, Ukrainian S. S. R.

All heads of delegations concerned hod been consulted and all had accepted
nomination.

It was so agreed.

The President asked members of the -committee to meet immediately after the

plenary meeting in Room X to elect their chairman ond start work.
.;)..

Approval of agenda
(,6eenda item 1.3) (Cg .... VI/Docs. 1, 1 ADD. 1)

Referring to the substance of General Regulations 122 and 123, the President
submitted the provisional agenda with its addendum for approval, recalling that it
had already been approved by the Executive Committee for submission to Congress.
The agenda was therefore approved.
Establishment of committees
(Agenda item 1.4) (Cg-VI/Ooc. 2, Cg-VIjINF. 1, REV. 1)
Referring to General Regulation 22, the President proposed to establish the
following committees:

In accordance with General Regulation 23, the President proposed that the
~omination Committee be composed of twelve principal delegates, each Region being

represented as follows:

SECOND PLENARY MEETING
1'or Regional Association

3 representatives

For Regional Association II

2 representatives

For Regional Association III

1 representative

For -Regional Association IV

2 representatives

For Regional Association V

1 representative

For Regional Association VI

3 representatives
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The President suggested that the designation of the individual members of
the committee be left to a later dote.
It was so agreed.

The President said that, as experience had shown, there was no need for a
Drafting Committee.

He therefore proposed that Congress should not establish one.

It was so decided.

The President proposed the establishment of a Co-ordination Committee in
accordance with General Regulation 26.
This proposal was accepted.

The President stated that in Cg-VI/boc. 2, the proposal was made for the
establishment of three working committees:

the Committee on Programme and Budget

(PRO), the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions (ADM) and the Committee on General and Legol Questions (GEN).

The proposal regording the allocation of

agenda items to the working committees was made in Cg-VIjINF. I, REV. 1.
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Mr.

~

into committees.

(Ireland) asked for further information regarding this division

He queried whether the subjects to be discussed fell "naturally"

under the headings of programme and budget, administrative and finone.iol questions

and general and legal questions.

He considered it surprising that mOney motters

should preoccupy two committees, one of which hod replaced the former Committee on
Technical Questions.

Ireland hod in foct long recommended the establishment of a

financial committee composed of members independent of those on the Executive COmmittee to pre-digest these questions and free Congress to a large extent to deal
with the more fundamental questions of technical and scientific aspects.

He also

queried the even distribution of work among these three_ committees.
At this stage, however, he wished merely that the Executive Committee should
note
best.

tho~

at least one delegation Was not convinced that its present system was the

He also recommended that the reasons for the change of system he reviewed and

that the Executive Committee consider whether something like the old approach was
more appropriate.
The Secretary-General explained that the experiences of previous Congresses
had shown that it was difficult to deal in a consistent manner with the Technical
Programme of the Organization in one committee and the fi.nancial and ot.her resources
which were needed to implement that programme in another committee however closely
they tried to co-ordinate their activities.

That was the reason for the change.

It Was recognized that this placed a heavy hurden on the PRO Committee and it was
with a view to easing this burden that ogel'lda item 3.5, which was essentially of an
administrative character, had been referred to the ADM Committee.
The Presidellt stated that agenda item 5.7 which was to have heen discussed
ill the GEN Committee would he referred directly to a plenary meeting.
There being

IlO

comments, the President proposed that the comments of the

delegate of Ireland he passed to the Executive Committee.
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The President proposed that the "working hours be as

follows~

Monday to Friday

9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m., and 2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m1

Saturday

9.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.
It was so agreed.

~.

Report by the President of the Organization
(Cg-vr/'DOc. 62)

(Agenda item 2.1)

Introducing his report, the President made the following statement:
"The President's report consists of a consolidated account of the work. of
the Organization by Members, the Executive Committee, regional associations,
technical commissions, panels, working groups, experts and the Secretariat.

Much

of this account is presented, in parts, in other documents for the session.

Here

it may be said that remarkable progress hos been made during the lost four years
thanks to the hard work and co-operative efforts by all concerned, for which I
wont to express my sincere appreciation and warm thanks to everybody.
"The report also contains on outlook on the sixth financial period but as I
had the opportunity this morning to mention some views on the future development
of the Organization, I sholl now follow the recommendations by the Executive
Committee to be brief.

I sholl therefore stop here, so thot the report may be

referred immediately to the working committees."
Mr. ~ (U.S.S.R.), explaining that Mr. Fedorov hod been unable to
arrive in time for the opentng of Congress, wished to submit Mr. Fedorov's comments
on the President's report and read a speech prepared by him.
The President's report contained valuable material on the Organization's
activities during the period under consideration.

Important scientific and techno-
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logical achievements had taken place and WNO had kept up with scientific progress

and acted accordingly.

Mr. Fedorov pointed out some of the achievements of the

Organization, ment;iQning in particular: its promotion of co-operation among its

Members in aviation and shipping to enable rapid and reliable transmission of shortand long-range informoUon in the framework of the World Weather Watch.

He stressed

the importance to world meteorology of obtoinir9 oceanic dota and t_he role played by

the Organization in scientific research activities, and mentioned the increase in
meetings, seminars and symposia ot which complex scientific problems had been discussed, pointing out that, for the second time, scientific discussions were to be
held at this session of Congress.

Finally, he referred to the expansion of technical

assistance, which hod roughly doubled since the beginning of the ·previous financial
period.
Mr. Fedorov then commented on certain facts which, he felt, did not permit
the Organization to fulfil its role.
of the membership of the Organization.

First, he mentioned the lock of universality
A country's membership of the Organization

was in fact not so much a favour to the country as in the Organization's own interest.
Certain non-Member countries did in fact conform to WMO Regulations, enabling the
preparation of world-wide charts.
If the German Democratic Republic were not to conform to WMO Regulations,
the lack of information would be felt by everyone.

There were other non-Members of

WMO in a similar position and he felt that steps should be taken to incorporate these
countries in the Organization, starting with the request of the Korean People's
Democratic Republic for membership.
He then commented on the bureaucratic activity of the Secretariat and insufficient co-ordination of its work with that of other organizations.

WMO stoff, pro-

jects and plans were constantly increasing but actual implementation was questionable.
He also felt that the various bodies of WMO should playa greater port in scientific
matters.

Action was perhaps too often taken prematurely or unnecessarily. Mr. Fedorov

cited as on example the plan of the Tropical Experiment which was prepared and pub_
lished before the final decision hod been taken on the area in which it was to be
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He disapproved of the tendency to appoint dirBctors for ideas only in the

proposal stage, which had unpleasant budgetary consequences.

He stressed that it

was time to stabilize the budget of the Organization, which had had on unprecedented
growth during recent years, and recommended braking action.

He then turned to the

subject of co-ordination of the Organization's activity with the United Nations.
We were considering technical problems against a background of different political
systems, ideas and visions and consequently the interpretation of the Organization's
decisions as correct, desirable and positive would vary from country to country.
There could, however, be no two opinionsion this paint in cases where implementation
of the resolution of the UNO General Assembly is concerned.

A, a United Nations specialized agency, the Organization should implement
the decisions of the General Assembly, the. highest authority of the United Nations.

Mr. Fedarov wished to inform Congress that certain decisions of the United Nations
had not been implemented oad said that this problem would be considered under the
relevant agenda item.

Referring to the UN General Assembly resolutions concerning

the abolition of colonialism, he felt that the President should have drown attention
to them in his report.
WMO was facing a transitional period in which meteorological services would
have to adapt themselves to the new technological means at their disposal.

The

Organization should as soon as possible put these new means to peaceful use for the
benefit of all mankind.
The President thanked the delegate of the U.S.S.R. and mentioned that
point raised in his statement was contradictory to what was said earlier;
WMO was not subordinate to any other organization,

{I

that is,

as delegates were here to

represent the States and it was the States through the delegates who were toking the
decisions of Congress.
Mr. Mason (U,K.) commented on the importont recent developments taking place
in meteorology which were of great importance for the work of the
sions that this Congress would have to make.

~10

and the deci-
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He mentioned that during last Congress

0"

per-iod of innovation was started

in meteorology, largely centred around the Worl.d Weather Wa-tch and the Global Atmospheric Research Programme.

A great deal of progress had been made in the lost four

years in satellite technology and po+ticuiorly the success of sounding the atmosphere
remotely from satellites which had produced quontitative as opposed to purely qualitative data and the tremendous improvement achieved in numerical weather prediction

ond the numerical simulation of the global atmosphere.

The basic equQtions of motion

hod now -been integrated up to ten ond sometimes up to 60-70 doysl produc.ing very

realistic weather mops if not actual predictions.

Therefore, the atmosphere might

be inherently predictable certainly for at least a week ahead within the next few
years providing sufficient data coverage is available.

The whole science of meteoro-

logy was rapidly moving from being one which was mainly empirical and qualitative to
one which-hod become more quantitative and firmly based on experimental physics and
fluid dynamics.

Other disciplines were quite staggered by the advancement mode in

meteorology in numerical weather prediction.
In the light of these new developments we must now look very closely at the
structure and functioning of our Organization.
organization were called for.

Major changes in our technical

The proposals presented to us in the Secretary-

General 1 s document on the structure and functioning Clf

he Organi_zation should be

carefully considered.
The structure of the Secretariat would also need to be altered in arder to
correspond to the changes we might make in the structure of the technical organization.

This was one of the biggest issues we hod to face before Congress and we

should consider these realistically and with an open mind- in order to produce an
efficient structure.
Turning to the Programme on Man and his Environment, he particularly welcomed the greater role that WHO was playing in operational hydrology, oceanographic
affairs as well as the question of pollution.

He also hoped that WHO would playa

very important role in the UN Conference on "Human Environment" to be held in
Stockholm in 1972.

SECOND PLENARY MEETING

45

At the lost Congress, the 'Global Atmospheric Research Programme wos only
beginning, its outline was rather vague at that time but since then a great amount
of work hod been carried out by the Joint Organizing Committee and other-committees.
He mentioned that the Tropical Experiment scheduled for 1974, would

plac~

on the world community of meteorology a task of a magnitude which had never token
place in any realm of international scientific collaboration and that the eyes of
the entire scientific world would be upon it to see that we make a success of that
very important experiment.

He therefore hoped that the Congress would find it pos-

sible to provide rather modest financial support for this project.
Finally, he assured the President thot the United Kingdom delegation would
do everything it could to help in this matter.
The President thanked Mr. Mason for his positive remarks.
There being no further comments, the report was referred to the working
committees.
Re orts b the residents of re ional associations
Agenda item 2.2
Cg-VI Docs. 25, 32, 36, 45, 51 and 55)

6.1

Mr.

~

(president of Regional Association r) introduced his report,

inviting Congress to take note of the document and examine it in the working committees, particularly the action proposed in paragraph 12.
There being no comments, the report of the president of RA I was referred
to the working committees.
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6.2

Mr. Naval (president of Regional Association II) introduced his report
contained in the above-mentioned document.

He wished in particular to highlight

the fact that in 1970 Southern Vemen hod become a Member of the Association,
bringing its membership to 22.

He also mentioned the fifth session of the Associa-

tion which hod been held in Tokyo in July 1970 ond that five Regional Meteorological
Centres had_heen established in Region II in accordance with the WWW plan for the
period.

He referred to the establishment of the WMO/ECAFE Typhoon Committee in 1968

as well as their joint Meeting of Experts on Tropical Cyclones in the Boy of Bengal
and the Arabian Sea.
Mr. Naval also emphasized the importance of hydrometeorology, hydrology
and water resources.

He then turned ta education and training, pointing out the

urgent need for the establishment of new educational facilities in south-west Asia,
and noted that the Secretary-General had already initiated a survey on this subject.
He concluded by stressing the importance of technical programmes in developing
countries in the Region.
There being no comments, the report of the president of RA II was referred
to the working committees.

6.3

Mr. Bravo Flores (president of Regional Association III) introduced his
report and invited the attention of Congress to the action proposed in paragraph 9
in particular.
There being no comments, the report of the president of RA III was referred
to the working committees.
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6.4

The report of Mr. Noble, president of Regilonol Association IV, who was not
present at the meeting, was introduced on his behalf by the President.
There being no comments, the report of the president of RA IV was referred
to the working committees.

6.5

Mr. Rajendram (president of the Regional Association V) introduced his
report, mentioning in particular the WMO/ECAFE project for minimizing typhoon damage.
There being no comments, the report of the president of RA V was referred
to the working committees.

6.6

Mr. Schneider (president of Regional Association vI) introduced his report,
stating that this document was intended for information only and that no action was
proposed.
There being no comments, the report of the president of Regional Association VI was referred to the working committees.
The meeting rose at 4.50 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE THIRD PLENARY MEETING
6 April 1971, at 9.35 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.35 a.m.
The President announced thot Dr. Austin Bourke (Ireland) had been elected
chairman of the Credentials Committee.

z.

Reports by the presidents of technical commissions with resolutions cnd
recommendations

(Agenda item 2.3)
7.1

Dr. Leonov (president of the Commi:;;sion for Synoptic_ Meteorology) submitted

the report contained in Cg-VI/Doc. 52.

He drew attention to the conclusions of the

report where the proposed measures are listed for consideration during Congress.

There being no comments the report by the president of the CommissIon for

Synoptic Meteorology was referred to the working committees.

7.2

In the absence of the president of the Commission for Climatology the
President

7.3

st~ted

that the report would be referred to the working committees.

Ee~o£t_h~!r~ ~r~sid~n! £f_t~e_C£m~i~sio~ £0£ !n~t£u~e~t~ ~~~ ~e!h2d~ 2f

Observation

\C9-VI7o;;,:- 20)
Mr. Rockney (president of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of
Observation) submitted his report contained in the above-mentioned document.

His

report reviewed the activities of the Commission over the four-year period since
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He summarized some of the most important aspects of the activities

of the twelve working groups and eight rapporteurs.

He drew attention to the fact

that a Technical Conference on Measurements and Observations of Air Pollution is
tentatively planned for 1973.

He also mentioned that the Commission is planning in

co-operation with CMM a Technical Conference on the Means of Acquisition and Communication of Ocean Data during the latter part of 1972.
Mr. Bessemoulin (France) congratulated the president on the clarity and
precision of his report.
since lost Congress.

He also expressed his appreciation of the work performed

He stressed the importance of the role played by the Commission

especially as regards the development of observational networks and the assistance
given for the choice of instruments and methods of observation at a time we are
striving to develop automation in our Meteorological Services.

He therefore drew

attention to the fact that measures should be taken to preserve CIMO in studying
the structure of the Organization.
There being no further comments the report of the president of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation was referred to the working committees.

7.4

In the absence of the president of the Commission for Atmospheric Sciences
the President declared that the report would be referred to the working committees.

7.5

Mr. Lieurance (president of the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology)
presented his report in the above-mentioned document.

He said that he hod no comments

to make on his report and submitted it for consideration.
Mr. Schwarz (ICAO) mode the following statement on behalf of Dr. Kotaite,
Secretory-General of the International Civil Aviation Organization.
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"Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlel1en,
"The Secretary-General of the International Civil Aviation Orgonization,

Dr. Kotoite, is unfortunately unable to attend the opening of your Sixth Congress.
He has therefore asked me to convey to you his best wishes for a successful
meeting and to ossure you that. he looks forward with great int~rest to the pIons

to be laid by this Congress for the next four years.
"There is of

and developments.

CQur!Se

little need to explain leAD's interest in WHO's plans

Meteorology always has been and continues

importance to aviation.

to

be of great

As for as subsonic aircraft operations ore concerned,

the emphasis may hove shifted somewhat from information on en-route weather to
information on weather conditions for the landing and take-off phases of
operations.

Landing during lower visibility conditions, to which the somewhat

hopeful nome of All Weather Operations is often giVen, higher landing speeds of
many aircraft, and other characteristics of modern aviation are calling for the
provision of preCise and timely weather reports and accurate short-period fore_
casts which require preparation by personnel in close touch with weather developments at the aerQdrome.

Although the post few years have seen many improvements

in meteorological services for landing and take-off operations, numerous problems
still need to be solved.

The measurement of low-level vertical wind shear and

turbulence, the forecasting of runway visual range and the assessment of slant
visual range are some examples of outstanding problems in which aeronautical and
meteorological aspects are closely connected.

Furthermore supersonic transport

aircraft may come into service during the period for_which this Congress is laying
plans, which will call for precise pinpointing of high-level pnefjomena that may
not have significant effects on subsonic aircraft but could possibly be hazardous
to supersonic transport aircraft.
"Since the lost Congress, much work has been done on aeronauticol meteorological questions by our two Organizations, each in its own field of responsibility, and olso jointly where our responsibilities overlap.

Two joint ICAO/WMO

meetings have token ploce, oneof which dealt with matters pertaining to toke-off
and landing operations and the other with motters pertaining to the en-route
phose.
sy~tem

The latter meeting resolved successfully mony questions of drea forecast
planning.

It dealt also with other effects of centralization of meteoro-
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techniques in meteorology and

aviation, such as the supply of computer derived meteorological data for input
into flight planning and air traffic control computers.

As further evidence

of close co-operation, leAD participated during the lost four years in some
30 WHD meetings and WHO was represented ot many regional and other meetings
of IeAO.
"I have no doubt thot this co-operation between our two Organizations
will continue also during the next four years.

We are looking forward to in-

creased assistance through WHO's research efforts in connexion with weather
phenomena of importance for toke-off and landing operations, to improved availability of row and processed basic meteorological data through the World Weather
Watch, and better exchanges of meteorological data through co-ordination of ICAD
and WHD meteorological telecommunications arrangements.

On the other hand, leAD

will continue to assist WMO in arrangements for the acquisition of basic data;
to mention only one example in this respect, efforts are now under way in ICAD
to improve aircraft reports so that they become more suitable for direct input
into meteorological computers.
"As usual, the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology will be the Commission with which rCAD will be most closely connected.

I would like to use this

opportunity to thank the president of this Commission, Mr. Newton Lieurance,
whose experience and friendly co-operation have contributed materiolly to the
successful co-ordination of aeronautical meteorological activities of our two
Organiz:ations.
"In closing, may I express ICAO's gratitude for being invited to participate
in your Congress and odd my own to the Secretory-General's wishes' for a very
successful meeting."
The President thanked Mr. Schwarz for his positive remarks and expressed
his appreciation of the excellent spirit of colloboration between WHO and lCAD in
the field of air transport.
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There being no further comments the report of the president of the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology was referred to the working committees.

7.6

Mr. ~ (president of the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology) submitted the report contained in Cg-VI/Doc. 28.
highest scientific value including

0

The CAgM hod produced reports of the

report on micrometeorology which had recently

been completed and was in process of publication, which, he thought, would be of
great value to mony outside the immediate field of agricultural meteorology.

It was

the first attempt to produce a comprehensive review of all the physicol proceSSes
within soil science, plant science, oninol science and the atmospheric sciences and
to show how they fitted into practical problems.

The authors of the report, who

came from seven different nations, were all scientific officers, but none of them
was a member of a meteorologicol service.

The future of ogicultural meteorology

loy in co-operation between scientists in notional Meteorological Services and those
dealing with biological problems in research institutes and universities.

Without

such co-operation, no satisfactory progress could be mode in agricultural meteorology.
There being no comments the report of the president of the Commission for
Agricultural Meteorology was referred to the working committees.

7.7

Mr. Popov (president of the Commission for Hydrometeorology submitted the
report contained in Cg-VI/Doc. 29.

He requested that the document should be token

into account when other WHO activities in the field of hydrology were being considered.
There being no comments the report of the president of the Commission for
Hydrometeorology was referred to the working committees.

53

THIRD PLENARY MEETING
7.8

Mr. Tierney (president of the Commission for Moritime Meteorology) submitted the report contained in Cg-vrjbocs. 39 1 39 ADD. 1.
At its fifth session in 1968 r the Commission for Maritime Meteorology had
been very conscious of the many resolutions passed by the United Nations dealing
with resources of the sea.

It had attached particular importance to the suggestion

by the Secretary-General of the United Nations that there wos

0

need to strength'en

the maritime meteorology component of the WHO and it had consequently invited appropriate international maritime organizations to participate in its work.
to report that there was the fullest collaboration
orgonizations.

He was happy

between the CMM and those

Reciprocally, the GMM provided members to participate in joint

working groups of the WHO, the IOC and other maritime organizations.
He drew attention to Cg-VI/Doc. 39, ADD. I, containing a proposal which had
originated at the first session of the CMM Working Group on Requirements for Maritime Meteorological Services held in November 1970, to the effect that the Sixth
Congress should discuss the desirability of arranging for a WMO expert to visit
maritime developing countries with a view to advising on ways and means of developing
adequate ma;itime meteorological services and assessing the requirements for training
maritime meteorological personnel.
Mr. Nicholls (British Caribbean Territories) said that he had been extremely
interested in the review by the president of the CMM because at the recent meeting
of the International Co-ordinating Group of the Co-operative Investigation of the
Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (GIGAR), held in Trinidad r a recommendation had been
passed colling for the establishment of a training post in maritime meteorology and
physical oceanography at the Caribbean Meteorological Institute in Barbados.
There being no further comments the report of the president of the
Commission for Maritime Meteorology wos reFerred to the working committees.
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In the absence of the presidents of the above two Commissions their reports
were referred directly to the working committees.
The President noted that consideration of agenda item 2.3 hod been concluded.

He expressed his appreciation to the presidents of the Technical Commis-

sions for the work accomplished by them.
The Secretary-General acknowledged the expressions of appreciation for the
assistance of the Secretariat made by the presidents af the Technical Commissions
in their reports.

He further thanked the President for the great understanding and

the consideration shown by him not only towards himself but to the Secretariat as a
whole.
The meeting rose at 10.10 a.m.

ss

NINUTE5 OF THE FOURTH PLENARY MEETING
7 April 1971, at 2.30 p.m.
Tne meeting opened at 2.30 p.m.
Before commencing the order of business, the President announced that the
following persons had been elected chairmen of the Working Committees:

Committee on Programme and Budget

Dr. Mason (principal delegate
for the United Kingdom)

Committee on Administrative and
Financial Questions

Mr. Schneider (principal delegate
for Switzerland)

Committee on General and Legal Questions

Mr. Acquaoh (principal delegate

for Ghana).
8.

Re ort of the Credentials Committee

(Agenda item 1.5) (Cg-VI PINK 1)
The President coIled upon Mr. Bourke, chairman of the Credentials Committee,
to present his report.

Mr. Bourke first drew attention to a proposed change recommended by the
Committee, whereby at next Congress the Credentials Committee would be asked to note
whether the credentials were signed by the appropriate authority without clossifying
the credentials into different categories.

He then mentioned a further suggestion

that when notifications for sessions of Congress are issued in the future, they should
include a current list of authorizations to sign credentials and ask Members that in
those cases where credentials ore first conveyed by telegram or other informal means,
properly signed confirmation should follow immediately.

Credentials from many Members and observers had been received and found to
be in order.

However some further credentials had just been received ond wauld be

considered on the following day.

He said that this concluded the report proper and

the Committee recommended that it should be approved by Congress.

FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

56

Finally, he mentioned minor editorial corrections to the statements appended
to the report, as follows:

In the "Statement by the delegate of Mongolia" in the first paragraph,
delete the words:

"and then supported by the delegate of Italy",

In the "Statement by the delegate of Brazil", delete the first two sentences
and reploce them by a single sentence:

"I would like to soy that we ore not here to

deal with political matters".

The President asked if there were any objections to the report.

Mr. Somiulloh (Pakistan) stated that his delegation did not recognize the
credentials presented by those who style themselves

0$

the representatives of Chino.

He maintained thot the Government of the People's Republic of Chino is the only
authority entitled to represent the Chinese people in the United Nations and elsewhere in the world.
Cornmondante Bravo Flores (Chile) stated that Chile does not accept the
credentials of the Republic of China (Taiwan). The true representative of the
Chinese people is the People's Republic of China. Chile supports the request of
the Democratic Republics of Korea and Viet-Nom to enter.
Mr. Arnotya (Nepal) stated that his delegation has reservations regarding
the credentials of the so-coIled Republic of China, strongly believing that the
People's Republic of Chino is the only legitimate authority representing the entire
Chinese people.

Mr. Sofet Golemi (Albania) mode the following statement:
"The delegation of the People's Republic of Albania strongly protests at the
fact that the place of the Chinese People's Republic at this Congress of the
World Meteorological Organization is illegally ·::ccupied by the Chiang Kai-shek
clique who were once cnd for all thrown out. by the Chinese people and have now
token refuge, as the servants of American imperialism, on the Chinese island of
Taiwan under the protection of American arms.
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"It is absurd and intolerable in the highest degree to deprive the Chinese
People's Republic, representing 700 million Chinese people, of its rightful place
in such internationol gatherings and to allow the Chiang Koi_shek clique, which
represents nobody, to occupy the place of the great people of China.
"As everybody knows, this abnormal and inadmissible situation exists because
the American

imperialis~s

and their hirelings and accomplices impose their Diktat

on various international organizations.

It is obvious that such a situation does

serious harm to the authority and effectiveness of the Organization, which cannot
deal properly with the important problems confronting it without the participation
of the Chinese People's Republic.
"The delegation of the People's Republic of Albania affirms once again that
only the Chinese People's Republic is entitled to speak on behalf of the Chinese
people and that the representatives of the Chiang Kai-shek clique must be expelled
from this gathering.
"We olso consider that the representatives of the so-called Republic of
Viet-Nom are not authorized to represent the people of South Viet-Nom.

The true

representatives of that people can only be the representatives of the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nom.

"Our delegation also believes that the credentials of the representatives of
the bankrupt clique of Lon Nol and Sirik Matak are invalid and considers that the
only valid credentials would be those of the representatives of the Royal Government of the United Notional Front of Cambodia."
Mr. Abayomi (Nigeria) mode the following statement:
"As the principal delegate of Nigeria to Sixth Congress I have been mandated
by the Nigerian Government to make the following statement to the Sixth Congress.
The stotement is as follows:
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"It is customary on account of the world_wide interests in meteorology for

non_Members of the Organization to be invited to the Congress of the Organization
in on observer capacity.

A postal ballot for this purpose had been conducted as

a result of which some controversial candidates like the People's Republic of

Chino, the Germon Democratic Republic, North Korea and North Viet-Nom foiled to

secure the required majority for them to be invited as observers to this Congress.
"Nigeria is in favour of the association of all ports of 'divided countries'
in the work of international organizations, particularly in technical and scientific

fields, without prejudice to the principle of independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the states concerned.

"I have therefore been asked to inform the Sixth Congress that the Nigerian
Delegation should support_ the participation of all 'divided countries' in the
work of the WHO and that efforts should be made in future to achieve this.

In

particular, the Nigerian D·elegation has been asked to stress the need of
associating the PeQple's Republic of Chino with the work of the

Or~Gnization

as it would be useful to associate such a Vast terri tory and its numerous people
with the work of the World Meteorological OrganizCltion, especially in the

~*JW

prQgramme. II

The delegate of the Republic of China protested against the remarks of
previous speakers conc;erning the representation of his country and made the following
statement:

"The

Gove~nment_

legally consti tuted-

which my delegation has the hQnoul;" to represent is the only

GQ.ve~nment

of Chino and has been recognized as su.ch by the

majority of States of the world as well as by the United Nations and all the
specialized agencies including WMO.

The credentials of my delegation hove been

found in good order and accepted by the Credentials Committee.

Consequently, there

are no grounds whatever for questioning the right of my delegation to represent
ChinQ in t_his Congress.

Therefore any statement or reservat_ions made here contrary

to. t_hes_e estqblished rights and facts mus,t be considered entirely out of order.
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I also wish to odd that the Chinese Communist regime is but a group of insurgents
which has imposed its authority on my people on the mainland of Chino by force.
It has deprived my people of every human right to fundamental freedom.

Countless

cases of sabotage and riots hove taken place in every part of the Chinese mainland.
This situation has already demonstrated that the r6gime does not enjoy the support
of the Chinese people.

Such a regime cannot represent the Chinese people in any

international organization."
Mr. Pham Van Trinh (Republic of Viet-NalJl) .i:lade the following statement:
"The representatives of the so-called socialist countries have wished to
take advantage of the Credentials Committee and the discussion of its report in
Plenary to indulge in misleading propaganda.
In so doing, these representatives have failed to observe Regulation 20 of
the General Regulations which stipulates that the Credentials Committee sholl
examine the credentials of delegates and observers - and not that it sholl be
used for making propagandist allegations.
Such propaganda is all the more tendentious since it comes from the representatives of regimes which support a war of communist agression against my country.
As an example of this type of propaganda, these representatives have tried
to raise the question of the representative status of a so-called provisional
government of South Viet-Nom; my delegation challenges these representatives to
prove that this so-called government possesses a meteorological service and to
indicate the location of that service on the territory of the Republic of Viet-Nom,
in accordance with Article 3, sub-paragraph (c), of the Convention, which stipulates
that any State fully responsible for the conduct of its international relations
possessing a meteorological service.
Mr. President, I do not wish to take up more of your time, but would merely
ask you to have my statement included in the summary record of the Congress."
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Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) stated that his delegation would like to

associate itself with the declaration which has been made by the delegate of Pakistan.
The U.A.R. does not recognize the credentials presented by those who style themselves
as the representatives of China in this Orgonization.

We maintain that the People's

Republic of Chino is the only authority entitled to represent the Chinese people
in this Organization.

The delegation of the Khmer Republic

mode the following statement:

"I should like to reply briefly to the distinguished representative of the

People's Republic of Albania who saw fit to make ill-intentioned remarks about the
Khmer Republic_.

Without imposing on your kind attention, we of the Khmer Republic should
like to loy before you and "exploin a number of facts which are often misunderstood,
though rather from lack of information than from any hostile preconception.
Let us remain within the field of meteorology:

the Khmer Republic is at the

present time the victim of aggression by the North Viei-Namese and the Viet-Cong who
have committed crimes of genocide againsi our compatriots.

Despite these barbarous

acts, all OUr meteorological, synoptic arid climatological stations are continuing
to operate normally and a new synoptic station has been established.
told that the Khmers are divided;

Again we

are

but all our meteorologists, who come from the

most varied social classes, have decided to keep within our legality - a legality
which presents no problem except to trouble-makers.
among Khmers, we have no problems.

We are all united because,

Our common objective is, immediately, to rid

ourselves of the aggressors and, in the future, to work for the survival of our
country.
This legality is a fact, a reality.

It is on evident truth.

Without going

into a discussion which would try my hearers' patience, let me state whot are

simply the conclusions of plain logic:
thot set up, in

0

our present Government is none other thon

lawful manner, more than two years ogo by the National Assembly
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which unanimously chose a republican regime because, like the immense aajority of
nations, we thought it more favourable to true democracy and more conducive to the
progress of our people.

Is not that a normal development, and one moreover which

was carried out freely and lawfully?

Have not many other countries chosen the

regime which they thought would suit them best?
In conclusion, let me assure you, distinguished delegates, that the Khmer
Republic is the former Kingdom of Cambodia."
Mr. Mircea (Romania) stated that the Romanian delegation contests the mandate of the representatives of Chiang Kai_Shekj

the Romanian government considers

that the legitimate representatives of Chino can only be representatives of the
authorities in Saigon and in Pnom Penh, it being considered that the legitimate
representatives af South Viet-Nom and Cambodia can only be the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nom and the Royal Government
for National Unity of Cambodia, respectively.

The delegate of Poland

stated that he would like to express full support

for the statements of the delegations of the Ukrainian S.S.R., and Mongolia at the
meeting of the Credentials Committee.

The Polish delegation does not recognize the

credential of the delegations of the

Republic of Chino and the Republic of Viet-Nom

because these have no right to represent the whole Chinese notion and the Viet-Nomese
notion in WHO.
The President

said that he would take it that" on the understanding that

all these statements will be included in full in the minutes, the report wos now
adopted.
The President concluded the discussion on this agenda item by thanking
Dr. BOurke for his excellent report, and olso all members of his Committee.
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2·

Pro~ramme cnd Budget

(Agenda i.tem 3)

(Cg-VI/Docs. 5, 7, 49, 53, 75, 78, 79, 81, 85)
Opening the discussion on item 3, the Pres.iden.-t: reminded delegates that the

detailed consideration of this item would be undertaken by the Committee on Programme
and Budget.

The present discussions in plenary were intended to offer guidance to

the Committee and in view of this, speakers were asked to confine their remarks to

general aspects.

Presenting the proposed budget for the four-year period 1972-1975, the

Secretory-General

referred to Cg-VljOoc. 5, which contains the main proposals.

The

form in which this document had been drown up took into account severol suggestions
cnd he felt that it was a considerable improvement an the corresponding document
presented to previous congresses.

He pointed out that part III, technical programmes

followed the four main programme fields approved by the twenty-first session of the
Executive Committee, the World Weather Watch hos been generally recognized as a very
progressive and far-sighted initiative, and in view of the fact that the concept of
World Weather Watch hod become so well established, it was proposed to create a
deportment for World Weather Watch in the Secretariat.

The Secretary-General noted

the encouraging progress mode in the Global Atmospheric Research Programme and
observed that it was on this programme that the continued advancement of the science
of meteorology and of its many applications to human affairs may well depend.

While

the main effort in GARP must come from Member countries themselves, WHO nevertheless
hod on essential role to ploy.

The Organization's contribution would be of two kinds,

firstly that made to the joint aspects of the programme in the same measure as ICSU,
and secondly direct contributions to GARP activities from the resources controlled by
the Executive Committee.

Since Cg-VI/Doc. 5 had been prepared, some of the require-

ments relating to the GARP Atlantic Tropical Experiment had become crystallized and
the additional contributions proposed from HMO sources were contained in Cg-VI/Ooc. 01.
Tha Secretary-General added that further support in the field of research was allowed
for in the activities of the Commission' for Atmospheric Sciences and other technical
commissions.
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In the field of education and training, still -greater support was ask-ed for
in

UNDP, the Voluntary Assistance Programme, bilateral and national efforts.

The

activities of the Secretariat would also be stepped up, a new department combining
research with education and training being proposed.

The Secretory-Genp.'ol said thot while increased provision hod been mode
for the programme of man and his environment, since Cg-VI/Ooc. 5 had been prepared
events hod token place which showed that the proposed resources would be inadequate
and therefore a supplementary estimate was included in Cg-VI/Doc. 81.

The first of

these events was the resolution passed by the United Notions which called upon WMO
to take action with a view to mitigating the harmful effects af tropical storms,
following the disastrous cyclones in the Boy of Bengal and the Philippines.

The

second was the recommendation of the Executive Committee Panel on Air Pollution for
support in co-ordinating WMO octivities relating to environmental pollution.
Regording technical co-operation, the Secretory-General drew attention to the proposal to expand the Voluntary Assistance Programme to cover 011 activities of the
Organizotion and not only those connected with the World Weather Watch as at present.

Other ports of the proposed budget were largely a consequence of the expanded technical programmes, and the Secretory-General confined his remarks to the
proposed new structure of the Secretoriat.

He observed that the opportunity to make

changes occurs only once every four years which is a long period in the time scale of
the development of meteorology.

The overall stoff increases had been kept to a mi-

nimum, but in wiew of the proposed restructuring of the Secretariat, some increases
in the upper levels were inevitable in order to obtain the effectiveness desired.
He stressed that the senior staff would be required to plan, supervise and co-ordinate
an overall programme which, in financial terms, would be several times greater than
the programmes met from the regular budget.

Referring to the budget proposals themselves, the Secretory-General pointed
out that nearly 80 per cent of the increase over the period 1968-1971 was connected
with technical activities.

The Secretary-General regretted that the supplementary

estimates contained in Cg-VI/Doc. 81 had been available for only a few days;

the
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reasons for this were however explained in the document.

He hoped that members

would nevertheless be able to consult their governmental authorities where necessary.
He drew the attention of the delegates to the revised consolidated statement of the
budget proposals contained in Cg-VI/Doc. 85 and noted that of the average annual
growth rote for the four year period, only a little over hal.f was due to the in-

creased programme activities, the remainder being in the nature of so-called unavoid-

able increases.

The Secretory_General submitted that when viewed in the light of the

responsibilities which WMO would hove to face in the next financial period, his

proposals were reasonable, necessary and perhaps unduly modest in some respects.
The President expressed his appreciation of the Secretary-General's budget
proposals, and soid that he felt sure that delegates would consider the proposals
wi th full understanding of the many needs that would face the Organization during
the coming financial period.
Mr. ~ (United Arab Republic) observed that the programme must reflect
the different levels of development of the Member countries.

Developing countries

were in this position due to the fact that they had been for long periods under exter
external domination, and only started the long and complicated process of development
after they had achieved independence.

The WHO programme should. therefore aiQl in the

first place to bridge this gop between "developed" and "developing countries"i
developing countries should not only obtain the greater benefit from the activities
of the Organization but should also receive unconditionally an increased amount of
aid from donor countries.

Mr. Taha pointed out that ultimately this would be to

the benefit of 011 Members.
Turning to the Secretary-General's proposals, Mr. Taha noted that in recent
years WHO had made outstanding progress in all fields of its responsibility, due in
considerable measure to the unfailing efforts of the Secretary-General and his stoff
under the effective guidance of the President.

His delegation supported any in-

creases in the budget which wauld bring greater benefits to the world meteorological
community, in particular the developing countries.

He also felt that it was important

to strengthen the role of the regional representatives in Africa and Latin-America,
and if any other region wished to establish regional representatives, its request
would be supported by his delegation.
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Mr. Taha called for increased activities in the Held of meteorological
education and training through more frequent training seminars, especially in Africa,
Asia and Latin-America.

Greater resources should be made available for all types of

fellowships and not only long-term fellowships.

The fact that the provision for

long-term fellowships during the current financial period had not been completely
used should not be taken to indicate that the provision had been excessive, he felt
it was due to the fact that the types of fellowships offered had been too restricted.

Mr. Taho expressed the support of his delegation to the proposal of the
Secretary-General to extend YAP to activities outside the World Weather Watch, particularly the ,Programme of the Interaction of Man and his Environment, which is of
vital importance to all countries.

Under the YAP, the developed countries should ex-

tend more generous and more effective and unconditional assistance to developing
countries in all fields.

In selecting

projects

for

attention should be given in the first place to their
countries.

implementation
usefulness

to

under

YAP,

developing

Mr. Taha also supported the proposed increase in the activities of panels

and groups in view of the benefits which accrued to all Members from meetings of such
bodies, and called for provision to be mode for all four official languages to be on
on equal footing in meetings and documentation connected with the activities of these
panels and groups.
Mr. Samiullah (Pakistan)

congratulated the Secretory-General on the pre-

sentation of his budget proposals and said that he would confine his remarks to the
technical programme.

This programme is a bold attempt to come to grips with the

various meteorological problems facing mankind, and it avgurs well for the future.
In spite of the ambitious proposals, the annual rate of increase in the budget remained small compared with the previous financial period and therefore in general he
commended the various proposals for the support of Congress, including the strengthening of the Secretariat.

With regard to tropical meteorology, Mr. Somiullah welcomed

the efforts made in forming an intergovernmental typhoon committee and noted that
beneficial effects hod already

~esulted

from the co-ordinoted activities between WHO

and the Economic Commission for Asia ond the For East;

a simi lor intergovernmental

committee for the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Seo was also urgently needed.
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Mr. Somiullah felt that the technical co-operation programme did not take
sufficiently into account the needs of developing countries.

He regretted that

provisions such as were contained in the regular WMO budget for the fourth and fi fth

financial periods for the new development fund and long-term feilowships respectively
were not included in the present proposals.

He noted that most specialized agencies

of the United Notions do contain such provision in their regular budgets.

He agreed

with the Executive Committee that education and training deserves highest priority
in the technical co-operation programme.

Finally, regarding the new posts in the

Secretariat, Mr. 50miulloh suggested that these remain vacant until

the requirement

becomes inescopable aod that greater participation in the functioning of the Secretariat should be afforded to developing countries.
Mr.

~

(Australia) remarked thot it was important to remember that they

were present at Congress as representatives of their governments and that the budget
proposals should be studied in this light.

As directors of meteorological services

their prime concern was the provision of services within their countries to safeguord
life and property, ensure thewell being of fellow countrymen and assist efficient
development of national economies through industry, resources and commerce.

He said

that WMO existed to improve each notional Meteorological Service, in developing as
well as highly developed countries.

Mr. Gibbs welcomed the Secretary-General's pro-

posals as eminently satisfactory with the odded merit of being exceedingly modest.
He olso paid tribute to the clarity of the document which outlined these proposals.
Turning to the WWW programme, Mr. Gibbs referred to the experience in his
country which operates one World Meteorological Centre and two Regional Meteorological Centres.

He odmitted that in some respects implementation hod not quite come

up to ambitions, since mankind always tends to reach a little further than he can
grasp.

The main problems, he said, have been in scientific fields ond in the field

of automatic data-processing.

He referred also to the serious lack of data in the

southern hemisphere, not only due to absence of observations but also to the failure
to receive observations which have been mode.

Mr. Gibbs felt that it was most im-

portant when considering the WWW plan 1972-1975, not to confuse achievements with
plans, and the new plan should be sufficiently flexible to allow advantage to he
taken of technological advances as they are developed.

As regards GARP, Mr. Gibbs
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was of the opinion that the coming together of "service" meteorologists and meteorologists of the academic fraternity that the programme had engendered was one of the
greatest accomplishments in meteorology for decades.
Noting that much of the loss in life and property due to tropicol cyclones
was not due to lock of meteorological information but rather to lack of proper
understanding of these phenomena by the general public, Mr. Gibbs believed that WHO
should be more ambitious than the Secretory-General's document proposed in the field
of education of the public.

As regards training

of meteorologists, he recalled that

Australia hod always placed great emphasis on this fundamental necessity.
Turning to the interaction of man and his environment, Mr. Gibbs said that
meteorology was in the central core of this problem, and commended the SecretaryGeneral's proposals in this regard.

Referring to technical co-operation, he said

that there was a difficulty due to the fact that each nation has to set its own
priorities and meteorology often comes off badly, in this respect.

The Voluntary

Assistance Progra_mme, he felt, had been a !Rajor achievement and must be maintained
without slackening.

Mr. Gibbs summed· up by saying that the main target for the

sixth financial period should be to bridge the gap between developed and less
developed nations to ensure that the World Weather Watch and other programmes result
in an improvement of meteorological services, not only those of developed countries
but also those services which are relatively .newlY created.
Mr. SUss en berger (Federal Republic of Germany) stated that in principle he
accepted the views of the Secretary-General on the way HMO should function in the
sixth financial period.

It was necessary, he said, to be aware of the rapid rate of

development and to ensure that an adequate growth rate in financial means were available to the Organizations. He quoted the concluding passage of the President's address:
"All activities of the WHO are planned and implemented for peaceful purposes.

They

are, like those of many other specialized agencies, intended to improve the living
conditions -of mankind".

The challenge facing WMO and other organizations,

Mr. SUssenberger said, was to do the utmost to ensure that all people may live a
decent life.

He interpreted this as meaning that countries which were in the posi-

tion to do so should help in building up the meteorological services of developing
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countries since it was in this way that contributions would be mode towards improving
living conditions and economic development throughout the world.
Mr.

SUssenber~eT

suggested three focal points of the activities of WHO in

the sixth financial period:
Research Programme;

ment;

(ii)

(1) World Weather Watch. and the Global Atmospheric
the Programme on the Interaction of Man and his Environ-

and (iii) research, education and training (research being intended as support

for WWW and education and training for the benefit of developing countries).
n~t

He had

mentioned technical co-operation since this is largely financed from United

Nations sources.
While conceding that the proposed programmes would need a strong and efficient secretariat, Mr. SUssenberger expressed the view of his government that the
number of new posts proposed could be reduced

wi~hout

e_ndangering programme priorities,

and that, if approved, these posts should be filled gradually.

Moreover, budgetary

provisions for the activities of technical commissions, and their working groups,
could, it was felt, also be reduced.

However, such reductions should not be allowed

to adversely affect the plans for WWW and GARP (which be regarded as integrated ports
of one large programme), or the programme on the interaction of man and his environment.
Regarding the decisions to be made by Congress relating to the structure and
functioning of the Organization as a whole, Mr. SUssenberger said that this should
allow a more flexible approach to the problems to be faced during the present age of
rapid development.
Hr. Seck (S~negal) congratulated the Secretary-General on the production of
Cg-VI/Ooc. 5, and said that his delegation supported the proposals in principle.

He

confined his remarks to the field of WWW and research.
Referring to the establishment of the GARP Tropical Experiment Council, he
expressed his gratitude to all the countries which had shown their confidence in him
by electing him chairman of the Council, and also on behalf of all countries in
Africa he expressed his appreciation of the resources being put into this great
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research project, which should help to ensure that numerical models will adequately
incorporate tropical atmospheric processes.
He noted that the World Weather Watch would enter the important phase of
implementation during the sixth financial period, J ts elements would become more
concrete and specific;
global meteorology.

and GARP would supplement the WWW by helping to develop

Therefore, he called upon all countries participating in the

GARP Atlantic Tropical Experiment to contribute by all the means at their disposal
to bring the project to a successful conclusion, at the same time thanking the Government of the United Kingdom for offering to accommodate the Scientific Management
Group at Bracknell.

Mr. Seck concluded his remarks with the hope that WWW and the

GATE would open a new era of international co-operation throughout the world.
Mr. Navai (Iran) wished! to associate himself with the remarks made by the
delegates .from the United Arab Republic and Pakistan regarding developed and developing

countries.

He congratulated the Secretary-General on the well thought-out

and lucid presentation of his proposals for the sixth financial period, and said
that the amount of work that Congress would leave for the Secretary-General to do
should be reflected in the facilities they accorded to him.

Mr. Navai noted that the

activities of the Organization in the current financial period exceeded those of the
previous period by about one hundred per cent and there is every indication, he said,
that this trend would continue in the sixth financial period.

He reminded Congress

that decisions taken now should still be feasible and realistic in 1974.
He suppor·ted the

Sec~etary-General'

s proposal to create a new department for

World Weather Watch, and also was in favour of the proposal to support GARP and education and training through another new department.

The aeportment for the programme on

on the Interaction of Man and his Environment as proposed by the Secretory-General
also received his full support.

As regards technical co-operation, whose importance,

he said, needed no emphasis, Mr. Navai suggested that the Executive Committee be requested to-giva this programme adequate attention.

In conclusion he felt the

Secretary-General's proposals were reasonable and asked all delegates to given them
careful attention.
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Mr. ~ (U.S.A.) first expressed the appreciation of his delegation to
the Secretary-General cnd his staff for the very satisfactory arrangements for this

Congress.

Reviewing some of the achievements of WHO during the four yeors1968-1971,

he cited as an example the five hundred automatic picture transmission (APT) read-out
stations installed in over seventy countries which offer a valuable and practical
benefit to meteorological services in both developed and developing countries.

He

also cited the high-speed and other telecommunication circuits which have been brought

into operation and the World and Regional Meteorological Centres which produce useful
processed information.

Although, of a _different nature, the Voluntary Assist.ance

Programme has also been an achievement, ond Mr. White observed that over ninety
countries had received or were currently receiving assistance from the programme.
A further achievement was the successful collaboration between WHO and other organizations which had led to important developments.
Turning to the decisions to be token by Congress, Mr. White felt sure that
these would be wise ones since the problem would be faced in a .spiri t of collaboration, and he hoped that four years hence delegates would be able to look back and
experience the same feeling of success as they now felt for the achievements made in
the period 1968 to _1971.

There were, he pointed out, two kinds of decision to be

taken, those relating to the programme and those relating to the budgetary aspects,
and these cannot be separated.

He suggested that it would be necessary' to decide

upon priorities and was of the opinion that the central focus of activities should
be related to the World Weather Watch.

He mentioned future developments likely in

the realm of space-based observing systems which would be of benefit to all meteoro_
logical services, and he also foresaw new kinds of communications systems by satel_
lite and otherwise in which ways would have to be found to permit developing countries
to participate.

Regarding the proposal to extend VAP"s activities outside the World

Weather Watch, Mr. White drew attention to same dangers;

if VAP were expanded it

would in some measure place it in competition with technical assistance funds from
other international agencies and thus would be liable to be questioned by governments.
The World Weather Watch would also have a role to play in the field of environmental pollution in setting up a global monitoring system for certain types of
pollutants,

~nd

Mr. White felt that WHO could also oct as an international focus for

FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

71

operational aspects of hydrological problems and supported the proposal to

est~blish

an advisory committee to enable the heads of hydrological services of all nations tQ
participate and advise on the policy activities of WHO.

Similarly, he felt that WHO

should expand into the field of oceanography in collaborating with the Inter-governmental Oceanographic Commission since the oceans and atmosphere are _part of the
single fluid envelope covering the earth, and a great degree of similari ~y exists in
the systems for monitoring both oceans and atmosphere.
Mr. White then turned to GARP which, he said, should be a major focus of the
activities of the Organization.

By its research it supported the World Weather Watch,

and would be beneficial to all meteorological services.

He expressed his apprecia-

tion of the remarks by the delegate from Senegal regarding the Global Atlantic Tropical Experiment and suggested that all projects of this kind should receive budgetary support.

Mr. White said, referring to meteorological education and training,

that he regarded it as WHO's responsibility to ensure that every mechanism available
is used to ensure that the needs of Members in this respect are satisfied.
Having thus dealt with the proposed future progromme of activities of WHO,
Mr. White turned to the proposed budget.

He conceded that there was a need for some

increase in funds, but felt that the need for as great an increase as was proposed
had not been demonstrated.

He suggested that the number of meetings could be reduced

without seriously affecting the work of the Organization, and that with effective
management,

there would not be the need for as great an increase as that proposed

in the staff of the Secretariat.
the

regul~r

The Building Fund he thought should form port of

budget.

Mr. White concluded by saying that he felt that he and the other delegates
were very fortunate to be in the World Meteorological Organization both as individuals
and as Member States.
that Congress would

The work was exciting and it was important, and he felt sure
grasp the great opportunity open to it.
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Mr. ~ (United Kingdom) observed that the great merit of the Secretary-

General's proposals was that the programme of work is now more clearly defined and
this should make decisions on priorities easier to reach, and whilst agreeing that

perhaps the number and level of new posts in the Secretariat weve open to question,
he felt that the proposed structural changes also contained great merit.

However,

Mr. Mason warned Congress of the danger of trying to do too much too quickly and
pointed out that the real problem was the shortage of trained personnel;
the case not only in developing but also in developed countries.

this was

He regarded this

as the greatest factor limiting both the rote at which progress could be made, and
the number of programmes which could be undertaken at anyone time.
that WWW should be

the

Mr. Mason agreed

focal centre of WHO activities, and also underlined the

importance of GARP, in particular, its activities in the tropics which region had now
become the centre of interest of meteorologists who endeavour to find out how to
incorporate tropical weather systems in global models of the atmosphere.

In view of

this, he hoped that the proposal supporting the activities of the Global Atlantic
Tropical Experiment would be favourably considered.
Whilst agreeing with the comments of the delegate of the U.S.A. regarding
HMO's activities in the field of oceanography and hydrology, he was not convinced
that pollution on a global scale was as severe a problem as had sometimes been stated,
although he conceded that serious loc91 pollution did exist.

The establishment of a

global network of monitoring stations would be useful in producing data to assess the
degree of the problem.
Summing up, Mr. Mason said he considered the general outlines of the
Secretary-General's proposals were sound and well-based although he had reservations
about the proposed new posts in the Secretariat and the number of committees and
working groups.

In connexion with the latter item he said that it was not only

because of the Gost factor that the proposals

should be carefully looked into but also

on account of the time lost to the meteorological services of Members through attendance at so many meetings.

FOURTH PLENARYMEEfING

73

Mr. Bobinski (Poland) congratulated the Secretary-General for the excellent
preparation and presentation of his budget proposals, and soid he supported in prin-

ciple the proposed technical and environmental programmes.

He stressed tne importance

-of hydrology and oceanography and fully sup.ported the proposals mode by tna Executive

Committee with respect to extending WHO's activity in these fields.

He expressed

some doubt however as to whether the proposals contained in Cg-VI/Doc. 5, represented
the most efficient and effective approach to the problem of achieving the desired
goals.
He pointed out that the increase in expenditure asked for during the period

1972-1975 over that of the current financial period exceeded the

annua~

gross income

of many Member countries, and noting moreover that a major part was accounted for by
the Secretary-General's proposals regarding Secretariat stoff, suggested that the
fifty-one new posts proposed was excessive.

He drew attention to the comments of the

Executive Committee in this respect contained in Cg-VI/Doc. 7.

He also agreed with the

previous speakers who criticized the number of meetings provided for in the

.pr~posols.

In conclusion l he expressed his hope that the Committee on Programme and Budget would
find

'0

satisfactory solution to the problem of the budget for the sixth financial

period.
Mr. Kosenko (U.S.S.R.)

observed that in the proposed budget some twelve

million dollars were allocated to the Secretariat and only half this amount for such
things as symposia, publications and means to carry out the programmes.

He found

the proposed increases in staff and Secretariat departments hardly justified and he
also drew attention to th"e Executive Committee's comments in Cg-VI/Ooc. 7.
clusion, Mr. Kosenko said he considered thot the budget proposals were

~ot

In contechnically

or scientifically justified since it mainly would increase the administrative
~pparatus

of the Organization.
Mr. Bessemoulin (France) stated that the faur programmes of work of WMO were

harmonious and fitted in well with the traditions of the Organization.
delegates that they

He reminded

hod the good fortune to represent a discipline where the efforts

of one are of benefit to all, and gave as on exomple l the benefits to all Members
which accrue from data derived from meteorological satellites or sophisticated

74

FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

computers- bperated by few.

On the o.ther hand, the opening of a new station in a

data-sparse area or an improvement in telecommunicatians permitting speedier dissemination of available data also contribute to improving the services of Membexs and
thereby the economic development of their countries.
Noting that the meteorological services provided by Members had expanded
greatly in recent years, Mr. Bessemoulin said that this had required a very great
effort on the part of all Members.

The Organization, through its various bodies, had

kept Members intormed of the progress made in the field of meteorology.
Again~t

the background of these general considerations, Mr. Bessemoulin

turned to} two specific fields.

The WWW plan and implementation programme, he said,

had undo.v'btedly had a considerable- effect on networks and systems of data processing
and GARP in turn should bring about progress through the collaboration of scientists

in academic and operational fields.

Regarding the environment, WHO must contribute

efficiently to the Stockholm Conference in 1972, both in preparation for and in the
response to decisions token by the Conference, since many of the decisions and recommendations would be within WHO's sphere of competence.

Hoving regard to this, ·the

Executive Committee had created the programme of the interaction of man and his environment.

Referring to the achievements in the field of technical co-operation,

Mr. Bessemoulin soid that although there still remained a lang way to go, we were
going in the right direction.
There were some restrictions which Mr. Bessemaulin Telt should be applied
to the proposed future programme of the Organization's work.

Up to now WHO hod been

the driving force behind various well-defined programmes, and had wisely concentrated
on specific tasks.

But he did not think that a too rapid expansion in stoff and

funds would necessarily result in greater efficiency, and too great a diversity in
responsibility might well make for a lowering of efficiency.
that the budget proposals should be reduced.

Therefore, he felt

ATter all, it was the quality of the

individual rather than the number of posts which would uphold the reputation of WMO
far efficiency and maintain its tradition oT vigour and co-ordination.

It was his

opinion that the present infra-structure of the Organization and its Secretariat
would, with minor adjustments, be adequate for the sixth finoncial period provided
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that the directives given by Congress were carefully studied to produce the
greatest yield.

He concluded thot certain stoff increases might be essential in

view of the new or regrouped activities;

for example, he was prepared to support

the establishment of mechanism leading to on international study of factors connected
with the modification of climate or changes in the environment.
Referring to the criticism by one delegate on the avalanche of surveys
among Members conducted by the Secretariat" Mr. Bessemoulin reminded Congress that
they would need to give careful attention to their directives since such surveys
were generally a result of the instructions given by Congress.

Finally, he indicated

that France would continue to support vigorously the activities of WMO within the
limits of her resources, and would participate actively in the Voluntary Assistance
Programme through supplying equipment where needed and facilities for fellowships.
Mr. Grinda (Monaco) expressed his appreciation at being invited to represent
the smallest State in the world at Sixth Congress, he took this to be in recognition
of the port Monaco had played in the development of oceanography, and in view of the
ties between meteorology and oceanography he felt his presence was amply justified.
He wished to speak only with regard to Cg-VljDoc. 75 - Measures to reduce tropical
storm damage in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea.

On behalf of all mariners, and

especially ships' masters, he expressed gratitude to the meteorological agencies
which broadcast up-to-date information on the movement of tropical cyclones and
typhoons.
Turning to the disastrous cyclone in the Boy of Bengal in November 1970,
Mr. Grinda said that he was now convinced that meteorologists had done their duty,
their forecast of the movement of the cyclone hod been correct.

The disaster was

due to a storm surge of great length and of a height varying from five to nine metres,
and since the average elevation of the land inundated was only to three metres, there
was nothing mankind could do to stop this surge.

He did not believe that the pheno-

menon could be explained by on exceptional tide since it lasted for 36 hours.

The

disaster demonstrated the need for a close liaison between meteorologists and oceanographers and he expressed the hope that such links would be systematically forged
throughout the world, but especially in tropical regions exposed to such devastating
phenomena.
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Mr. Koteswarorn (India) associated himself with the speakers who had commended
the excellent presentation of Cg-VI/Doc. 5.

He agreed that the World Weather Watch

and its Voluntary Assistance Programme should continue to form the essential port of
the budget for the sixth financial period.

He also supported the Global Atmsopheric

Research Programme, the measures to xeduce tropical storm damage. activities relating
to hydrology and oceanography, agricultural meteorology and similar fields.
Mr. Koteswarom observed thot most.of the problems of meteorology were in the
tropics.

In these regions loy most of the developing countries and this is where the

help would be needed through UNDP, YAP and ather forms of assistance to establish new
stations to fill data gaps and to improve telecommunications.
benefit the meteorological services of all Members.

Such measures would

Regarding GARP and the Global

Atlantic Tropical Experiment, he associated himself with the remarks of the delegate
for Senegal

bu~_reminded

Congress that there were also the problems of the Asian

South-West monsoon-which urgently required study.

Besides leaving a gop in scientific

knowledge, the South-West monsoon was a factor of critical importance to many Asian
countries, affecting half the population of the world and he deeply regretted that at
present nothing was being done to improve our knowledge of this feature of the tropical circulation.

Mr. Koteswaram gave examples of the effect on the economy and

food supplies of variations in the monsoon and called for experiments and investigations into the monsoon phenomena.

Drawing attention also to the problem of drought,

Mr. Koteswaram called for further hydrological studies into rain-fed as well as
snaw-fed river flow, in addition to continuing the work being done in ogrometeorology.
He welcomed the proposals mode to improve education and training for personnel from developing countries but thought that even greater emphasis could be laid on
this item offundamentol importance.

Regarding the measures to reduce tropical storm

damage, he only regretted that it hod needed a disaster on the scale of those of
November 1970 to set this machinery in motion.

However, he hoped that the proposed

scheme would not involve a proliferation of meetings of working groups, since he
agreed with those previous speakers who hod called for a reduction in such activities.
Meteorological services simply did not have sufficient qualified personnel to take
port in frequent meetings of numerous groups.
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Turning to the budget proposals, Mr. Koteswaram said that he felt several
governments would have great di fficul ty in meeting the increased contributions, and
agreed with speakers who had expressed doubts as to whether an increase in the staff
of the Secretariat would necessarily result in increased efficiency, recommending
that the Committee on Programme and Budget look very carefully into this aspect.
In conclusion, Mr. Koteswaram soid that he felt that WHO should concentrate
on filling the gaps, data gaps and gaps in scientific knowledge, especially in the
tropics, through
seorch projects.

0

greoter measure of aid to developing countries and through reNevertheless, he felt that it was necessary to find ways of reducing

the overall proposed increase in expenditure.
The meeting was adjourned at 5.45 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE FIFTH PLENARY MEETING
8 April 1971 at 2.33 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.33 p.m.

Establishment of committees
(Agenda item 1.4)
The President proposed that the principal delegates of the following Members
be designated to serve on the Nomination Committee:
Regiontll Association

I

Senegal, Tunisio, Nigeria

Regional Association II

Iron, Nepal

Regional Association III

Chile

Regional Association IV

Conodo, United States of America

Regional Association V

Singapore

Regional Association

VI

Switzerland, Polcncl, Iceland

There being no objections, the Nomination Committee wos constituted in
accordance with the proposal.
Or onizotion
50 and 72)

The President introduced Cg-VI/Ooc, 50 and Cg-VI/Ooc. 72 relating to this
agenda item.

He noted that in accordance ",ith Articles 3 (c) and 11 of the Convention

the request for membership must be approved by two-thirds of the Member States of the
Organization.

There being at present 122 Member States, the approval of 82 Member

States was therefore necessary.
Mr. ~ (Cuba) expressed his government's support for the application of
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea far membership in the Organization.
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realistic approach to the application for

membership of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea on the basis of the need for
a universal nature of the Organization and stated that all countries of the world
have a right to participate in the work of \tIMO.

He expressed his government's support

for the application for membership.
Mr. Tubdendorj (Mongolia)

stated that an increase in membership was one of

the requirements for accomplishing the tasks of the Organization in accordance with
the principles of universality.

He deplored the fact that several countries including

the People's Republic of China and the German Democratic Republic with fully developed
meteorological services ~/ere still outside the Organizatian.~

He pointed out that

the Democratic People's Republic of Korea has a fully operational meteorological service,
and therefore fully meets the requirement of the Convention.
Mr. Kleszky (Hungary)

appealed to the delegates to accord membership to the

Democratic People's Republic of Korea on the basis of the universality of the Organization and the need for all meteorologists to be brought together.
Mr. Boukhary (Niger)

declared the opposition of his government to the admis-

sion of the Democratic Republic of Korea.
Mr. Bobinski (Poland) indicated that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
fulfils the two conditions of the Convention, it is a State fully responsible fo.r the
conduct of its international relations and it has a fully developed meteorological
service.

He stat&d that he saw no objections to these facts.

He supported the

request of the Democratic Republic of Korea.
Mr. Bravo Flores (Chile), on behalf of his government, indicated his strong
support for the request of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

He stated that

the principle of universality requires that all countries become Members of WMO and
guaranteed his support for all democratic and popular countries which are not Members
of the Organization.
Mr. Golemi (Albania)

supported the request of the Demo.cratic People's

Republic of Korea for membership in WMO.

He averred that this government was the only

legal government of Korea which is empowered to represent the people of Korea.

Since

that·government satisfies all the xequirements of the Convention, his government would
vote for its admission.
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~

(Algeria)

stated that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

represented the people of Korea and satisfied the requirements for membership contained in the Basic Documents of the Organization.

He further stated that the granting

of membership would conform to the principle of universality and the Charter of the
United Notions and would help towards implementing the tasks of the Organization.

In

this context, he expressed the strong support of his delegation for the request of
the Democratic Republic of Korea.
Mr. Cheng Pao-nan (Republic of Chino)
Korean regime.

opposed the candidature of the North

He stated that his government recognized the Government of the Repub-

lic of Korea as the only legitimate government for the whole of Korea.

He characterized

the North Korean regime which has illegitimately occupied the territory of the Repub-

lic of Korea as a puppet regime of a foreign authority.

He also drew attention to

the present state of relations between the North Korean authorities and the United
Notions.
Mr. Drevikovsky (Czechoslovakia)

expressed strong support for the request of

the Democratic People's Republic of Korea for membership in the Organization.
Mr. Park (Republic of Korea) stated that he did not feel that this agenda
item required the Congress to spend much time since the issues involved are either
self_evident or too highly political in nature for WHO to act upon.

He pointed out

that it must first be determined whether the application for membership emanated from
a State in the sense of Article 3 of the Convention.

In this connexion, he stated that

the application of the so-called Democratic People's Republic of Korea was politically
motivated to perpetuate the artificial division created in Korea at the end of World
War 2.

He further considered that the absenc~ of the so-called Democratic People's

Republic had done no harm in the past to the promotion of the work of the WHO, and it
was questionable whether it could contribute in any way in the future.

He continued

by drawing attention to the decisions of the United Notions that the Republie of Korea
is the only lawful government in Korea and drew further attention to the point that the
admission of the so-called Democratic People's Republic of Korea would be contradictory
to the well-known position taken by the United Nations which aims to achieve an independent, democratic and unified Korea.

He emphasized that the approval of the applica_

tion under reference would be detrimental to the promotion of the happiness, prosperity
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and security of the Korean nation as a whole in view of their past history and present
aspirations for national unity.

In conclusion, he requested the Congress to reject

the application.
Mr. Yusuf (Somalia)

stated that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

should be a Member of WMO and that the decision should be taken without consideration
of political questions.
Mr. Kahimbiri (Burundi)

supported the request for membership on the basis

of the universality of the science of meteorology.
Mr.

~

(Syrian Arab Republic) stated that the support of his government

for the request of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and further for the
admission of all socialist countries for the sake of the universality of the science
of meteorology.
Mr. Kosenko (U.S.S.R.)

expressed the surprise of his delegation at attempts

to cost doubt on the status of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea as a sovereign
state.

He pointed out that the First Committee of the United Nations General Assembly

has for some time referred to the country by the nome of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea and that the country has diplomotic relations with a large number
of countries.

It has a well-established meteorological service.

For these reasons,

the Democratic People' s Republic of Korea's request for membership is fully in ·accard
with the requirements of Article 3 of the Convention.

He further stated that the lock

of universality hampered the work of the Organization and that the admission of the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea would benefit the Organization.
Mr. White (U.S.A.)

declared that the only question before Congress was

whether the conditions of Article 3 of the Convention are satisfied.

He considered

that the applicant does not satisfy the first -condition that the applicant be recognized as a State by the States who are already Members of the Organization.

He

pointed out that the status of the applicant had not been established in the United
Nations system and that Congress would be acting contrary to the spirit and intent of
the Organization's agreement with the United Notions and would be acting outside its
field of competence if it approved the application before the United Notions did so.
He pointed out that the United Nations General Assembly has specifically requested
that organizations in the United Notions system should toke into account the positions

FIFTH PLENARY MEETING

82

adopted by the General Assembly in this respect.

He drew attention to the successive

rejec-tions by the Members of proposals to invite North Korea to sessions of Congress

as a non-Member country with observer status.

He characterized the present applica-

tion as an attempt to gain politicol recognition as a State using meteorology as an
excuse.

He, therefore, urged that the question be first token up in the proper

political forum which is the General Assembly of the United Nations cnd that no
action be token by the present Congress,
Mr. Mason (United Kingdom) mode the following statement:
"On behalf of the United Kingdom Delegation, I wish to oppose the applica-

tion by the North Korean regime for membership of this Organization.

Our

gro~nds

for doing so are thot this regime was established by procedures of dubious
legality and that it has, over the years, consistently flouted the authority of
the United Notions.

The Government of the Republic of Koreo has, on the other

hand, been recognized by the United Notions os the only lawful government in
Korea.

This government is, therefore, the only Korean government entitled to be

represented in this specialized agency of the United Nations.

My delegation will

therefore vote against the application."

Mr. Stontchev (BUlgaria) declared that there are,
and this truth cannot be ignared.

m fact,

two Korean states

His delegation would therefore vote for the

admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

Mr. Toho (United Arab RepUblic) expressed his disagreement with the points
raised by the delegate of the

U~ited

States.

By virtue af its recognition by a lorge

number of States, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea has the status of a
sovereign state, regardless of the fact thot it is not a member of the United
Notions.

Therefore, the application should be acted upon by the Congress which would

take its decision on the matter.
The President called for a vote on the question by a show of hands.
Mr. ~ (U.S.S.R.)

raised a point of order and proposed a secret ballot.
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Mr. Bogatyr (Ukrainian S.S.R.) supported the proposal for a secret ballot.
The President noted that some other delegations also supported this and
thereupon ordered a secret vote and explained the procedure to

b~7'

follo ....ed.

He desig-

nated the principal delegates of Cuba and Norway to oct as tellers for the vote.
The President annoynced the results of the vote as follo .... s:
In fovour

35

Against

46

Abstentions

18

Total votes

99

The President declared that the application, having foiled to obtain the
necessary two-thirds majority, was rejected.
12.

Programme and Budget
(Agenda Item 3) (Cg.VI/Oocs. 5, 7, 49, 53, 75, 78, 79, 81, 85)
The President re-opened the general discussion on Programme and Budget.
Mr. Doneaud (Romania) extended his greetings to the participants at the Sixth

Congress on behalf of his government and Service, and stated that the WWW programme
had been started at an opportune time when science hod made big advances.

The first

phose of the WWH hod been successfully implemented since the Fifth Congress was held
and that WWW programme had become an integral part of his national Service.
had become a wonderful token of solidarity of Members.

The VAP

He expressed the thanks of

his government for the ossistonce and advice given by WHO and the British Meteorological Office under the VAP.

This assistance had contributed to the successful imple-

mentation of the WWW programme in his country.

He desired, however, that countries

such as the People's Republic of Chino which has an enormous size, Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, and the Democratic Republic of Germany should be admitted to the
Organization because they could immensely contribute to the success of its activities.
He hoped that just as the Fifth Congress hod decided that non-Members of the UN might
participate in WWW programme, the Sixth Congress would do the some.

He considered

FIFTH PLENARY MEETING

84

that

~1

would remain one of the main topics of preoccupation of the Organization

during the next four years.

He stressed the economic importance of the Programme on

Interaction of Man and his Environment.
bility in the field

~f

He thought_ that the increase of HMO responsi-

hydrology enhanced the prestige of the Organization.

He then

indicated the achievements made by his Service particularly in the field of ogrometeorology and climatology, and the recent unification of activities in the field
of hydrology and meteorology in accordance with the notional needs.

He expressed his

special thanks to the HMO Secretariat for the support during the recent flood disaster

in Romania.

He formally expressed his government's support, for all activities pro_

posed by the Secretary-General and welcomed the proposals for the celebration of
IMO/WMO Centenary.
Mr. Covo de Murille (Peru) expressed the view that the budgetary increase
proposed in the Secretariat documents was too steep in relation to the last budget
and that there were possibilities for reducing it.

Such on increase, although neces_

sary, would become a financial burden for those countries having weak currencies, and
sub-ject to frequent devaluations, especially when the contribution had to be made in
US $ bought from the open market.

He said that

0

20

% increase

in staff was too big

and should be readjusted after a critical examination of the programme.
Mr. Bernard (UNDP) stated that the UNDP was concerned with the development
of meteorology because this affected the planning and efficiency of the assistance
given by UNDP to the countries.

He directed his remarks particularly to the Members

and explained the procedures involved in organizing the financial assistance for
meteorology.

He thought that there was a po tho logical case of meteorology in certain

developing countries, which required remedial measures.

He soid that there was no

good meteorology without a good meteorological institution, hence the need of wellorganized and government supported national institutions.

Many of the projects so

for undertaken have mostly been for expanding observing networks rather than for
strengthening the basic structures and means of central meteorological institutions.
Governments should officially recognize meteorological profession and pay appropriate
remuneration to attract good meteorologists.

He mode a statistical analysis of

notional contributions to meteorology and pointed out the enormous gap in this respect
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This gap, he thought, we should try

Harmonization of international programmes with the national capabilities

would considerably assist in this respect.

He

~as

of the opinion that it would be

extremely useful to know the total capitol and forces involved in meteorology in the
world.

He proposed that information for this purpose should be obtoined fram the

Members through a 4-yearly questionnaire.

Such a file or report would indicate the

current status of each notional meteorological service, its personnel and financial
needs and whether the service had access to the highest levels in the government.

The

Organization should also prepare a compendium containing advices on all aspects concerning organization of meteorological services in a developing country and proposing
various optional programmes.

A document of this kind would not only be useful to the

Members themselves but more so to UNDP for planning its programme of assistance.

He

rei terated that a meteorological file for each developing country should be opened and
kept open and thus follow the progress and development of meteorology in the world.
He then spoke about the problem of lock of experts in developed and developing
countries.

Finally he pointed out that it would be very suitable and useful for UNDP

to have detailed information on future requirements of meteorological services in the
developing countries, so that provision for financial assistance could be planned in
advance, not forgetting that it is also sought through twelve other UN specialized
agencies;

and that the Organization should concern itself more with the problem of

integrated organic development of meteorology, thus setting a basis which was still
too fragile in a number of countries.
Mr. Abu Gharbieh (Jordan) supported in general the budgetary proposals and programmes on the assumption that provision would be made in the budget for long-term
fellowships especially to meet the requirements of the developing countries.

Such

provision could be effected in the budget by eliminating the proposal for a Liaison
Officer in the UN, by reducing proposed additional stoff and the number of meetings
of the WHO bodies.
Mr. Tewungwa (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda) expressed his governments' appreciation
for the clarity with which the Secretary-General had presented the programme and
budget, thus enabling the delegates to criticise it more easily.
he said, such criticism would probably not have arisen.

Had it been vague,

His governments, however, had

reservations about the proposed structure of the Secretariat and he indicated that the
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number of proposed staff could be reduced without sign1 ficont adverse effects cmd

thot the proposed grading of sOme of the posts was on the high side.

He considered

of special importance and therefore supported proposals concerning research and
training, technical co-operation and promotion of economic aspects of meteorology.
He also advocated organization of more seminars.

On behalf of the three governments

he expressed their sincere appreciation for the technical assistance in all forms.
Mr. Berridse (Trinidad and Tobago) strongly supported the views expressed
by Jordan that financial provision should be made for long-term fellowships in

continuation of the programme that had been initiated by Fifth Congress.

He stated

that training of personnel for developing countries would solve a number of other
problems.
Mr. Takahashi (Japan) expressed his government IS appreciation of WMO programmes in Asia, in particular those concerning the mitigotion of damage by typhoons.
Forecast of storms did not prevent disasters;

he was of the opinion that the problem

of typhOOriS should be approached from not only meteorological aspect but also from
engineering, economic and political aspects.

Accurate and timely storm warnings

help to save life while the design of buildings could be undertaken on the basis of
the relevant meteorological factors experienced during storms.

He then informed the

Congress about the contributions and proposed programme of Japan within the

~fW

programme.
The President referred this item to the Committee on Programme, and Budget
for detailed examination.
The meeting rose at 5.22 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE SIXTH PLENARY MEETING
20 April 1971, at 9.35 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.35 a.m.

13.

Report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.5)

(Cg-VI!PINK 2 and PINK 9)
Mr. P.M. Austin Bourke, Chairman of the Credentials Committee, presented
his Committee's report as contained in documents Cg-VI/PINK 2 and Cg-VljPINK 9.
He mentioned that the report on the credentials of Iraq \lould be submitted to

Q

later plenary.

The reports of the Credentials Comni ttee as contained in documents

Cg-Vr/PINK 2 and Cg-vrjPINK 9 were approved without comment.
14.

Approval of the Minutes (Agenda item 1.6)
(Gg-VI/MIN. 1 and MIN. 1, CORR. 1)
The Minutes of the first plenary session as contained in

documen~

Cg-VI/HIN. 1 and amended in accordance with document Cg-VljMIN. 1, CORR. 1.
were approved without comment.

Mr. K. Rajendram, Chairman af the Nomination Committee presented his report
as contained in document Cg-VljPINK 8 which recommended unanimously' the re-appointment
of Dr. D.A. Davies.
The report was adopted unanimously.
The President thereupon declored Dr. D.A. Davies re-appointed as the
Secretary-G.eneral of the World Meteorological Organization for the sixth financial
period.
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The Secretary-General made the following statement:
"This is the fifth time that I hove stood before you, on this platform, in

similar circumstances.
"And as before, I wish to express to you - and to the governments you

represent - my sincere thanks and my deep appreciation of the renewal of confidence
in me which the decision you have just taken implies.

"As I have soid on previous occasions, I count it Tor many reasons, a great
privilege to serve the Organization in the capacity of Secretary-General.

"In the first place, it presents the opportunity of serving the science of
meteorology, in
few.

0

way which, by the very nature of things, can be afforded to but

And to do so, moreover, at a time when new and important developments are

taking place _ developments which are placing meteorology, and hence WMO, in a
prominent place in programmes and activities relating to many world problems and in the endeavours of the countries of the world, to solve these problems.

"This, of course, is not the time to discuss these developments in detail _
but I hove only to mention such things as:

_ the World Weather Watch;
- the Global Atmospheric Research Programme;
- the Programme on the Interaction of Man and his Environment, with such
related problems as atmospheric pollution and- the devastation due to
tropicol storms;

_ our octivities in the field of education and training;

- the Technical Co_operation Programme, including the bold new venture - the
Voluntary Assistance Programme - which hos now been successfully launched _
for you, the delegates to Sixth Congress; to know whot I mean when I say that
WHO is playing an increasingly important role in world affairs.
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"To serve WHO as Secretory-General, or indeed in any capacity, at such a time,
must surely be counted a privilege.

"In a more general sense, I feel very privileged also -to be able to continue
to serve the 133 countries which at present comprise the membership of WHO and
thus to encourage and foster friendly international collaboration in our
specialized field - and, by so doing, possibly to help in some small measure
international understanding and goodwill in a brooder context.

"To have some port in assisting the many young and developing countries to
establish their national Meteorologioal and Hydrological -Services and so to help
the economic developments and the social progress for which they are striving, is
yet onother reason why I shall be glad to continue in office.

"I referred a few moments ago to the renewal of confidence in me which my
re-appointment as Secretary-General implies.

I trust that I moy interpret this as

being also a renewal of confidence in the Secretariat os a whole.

"In this connexion,

it seems appropriate to recall that the very small

Secretariat, established _in the early days of WMO, under my distingu.ished predecessor, Dr. Gustave Swoboda, marked the beginning of
and loyal service.

0

long tradition of efficiency

Today, I am happ-y to soy, the same spirit of loyalty,

efficiency and devotion to duty, prevoils within the

Sec~etariat.

"And here let me recall that the Secretariat comprises stoff members of many
nationalities, races, colours, creeds, traditions ond cultural backgrounds _ stoff
members who, nevertheless, are able to work" together in harmony and friendly
co-operation for the good of the Organization - and hence for the good of meteorology and its mony applications ,to human affairs.

"I am happy _ and indeed proud, to be the leader of such a Secretariat, many
members of which have served with me continuously during the whole period of the
post sixteen years.
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My faithful and well-trusted

deputy for so many years, Mr. Rivet, hos recently retired.

While Dr. Sebastian,

whose tremendous services to the cause of technical co-operation over

Q

period of

many years, -will long be retnembered, has also honded over his responsibilities.

Both have rendered great services to the Organization which I om glad to toke this
opportuni ty of ocknowledgin-g.

"Others· have of course token their. places and the Secretariat col], I fee!,

look forward to the future with complete confidence.
"Turning now to the events of the post four years, I would like to toke this

opportunity of expressing my gratitude to you, Mr. President, and to the VicePresidents for the support and assistance and understanding which have been
extended to me and to the Secretariat as a whole during the past four years.
"I would also like to express my gratitude to the members of the ExecutiVe
Committee as well as to the presidents of the Ragional Associations and Technical
Commissions for their co-operation during the some period.
"1 avail mysel f also of this opportunity - when 1 address so many directors
of meteorologicol services - to acknowledge the innumerable kindnesses and courte_
sies which the directors and the staff of meteorological services and institutes,
have shown to me in the many countries to which 1 have mode official visits, in the
course of the last four years.
"I hove found suc" visits extremely inforll)otive and beneficial from an
official point of view - and also excellent demonstrctions of the spirit of
co-operation which exists in meteorology throughout the world.

1 might add that

in all cases, these visits have also been very pleasant _ very-happy _ personal
experiences.
"In conclusiono- Mr. President, may I onCe (]gain express my appreciation of
your renewal of confidence in me which, as 1 have said, 1 interpret as a renewal
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of confidence in the Secretariat as

.0

whole.

I shall, as in the past, do all

within my power to be worthy of this honour and this privilege."
The President congratulated the Secretary-General on his re-appointment
and drew the attention of Congress to the remarks of the twenty-second session of
the Executive Committee which read as follows:
"The Committee considered it necessary to recognize the eminent services
which the Secretory-General at present in office has rendered and continued to
render to the Organization.

Accordingly, it unanimously adopted Resolution 29

(EC-XXII) which recommends to Sixth Congress the renewal of the appointment of
Dr. D.A. Davies as Secretary-General for a further period of four yeors."
He added that in his eight years as President of the Organization it had been
a pleasure for him to co_operate and consult with the Secretary-General on many
matters.

He considered that such co-operation was of vital importance and he wished

to P!lY tribute to the knowledge, wisdom and diplomacy displayed by Dr. Davies in this
respect.
item 5.2)

Mr. F.A.A. Acguaah, Chairman of the Committee on General and Legal Questions,
presented his report as contained in documents Cg-vrjPINK 10, and Cg-VIjPINK 10,
CaRR. 1 and 2.

Mr. M. Ayodi (Tunisia) proposed that in the French text of the amended
General Regulation 61, the words "bulletins bloncs" should be amended to reod
"bulletins vierges".
Mr. p. Lapointe (Canada) stated that the accepted French usage was "bulletins
blancs".
unchanged.

It was decided to leave the French text of the amended General Regulation 61
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Mr. F. Kanyaku90yi (Rwanda) proposed that in the French text of Regulation 55, the word "phrase" be amended to read "expression".

It was so agreed.

Mr. P.M. Austin Bourke (Ireland) then made the following statement:
"There is reference in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the document before us

(Cg_VI/PINK 10) to ~ dissenting delegation whose opinions are briefly summarized.
The dissenting delegation in question is that of Ireland.

I would be grateful

for a few minutes to expand upon the reasons for our dissatisfaction - which,

in fact, goes deeper and is more serious thon the text before you suggests.
Indeed, some time before the present Congress opened, Ireland hod virtually
decided to take no part in the election of members of the Executive Committee if
it were conducted under the old rules.

I do not meon simply to obstain - the

decision was to withdraw completely from any part in the election.
drastic a decision was not lightly takeni

Naturally so

it was the culmination of a growing

dissatisfaction over the years, and of a conviction that reform was long overdue.

"What then - as we saw it - were the defects of the old system, end to whet
extent are they put right in the proposals now before us?

"Firstly, the old machinery was slow and cumbersome.
stilf cumbe:rsame but it should be distinctly less slow.

The new machinery is
The saving of time will

be most welcome.

"The second and - in our view _ more fundamental defect was that the electoral system was basically not democratic - at least in any representational. sense.
What I mean is that - in a procedure where some 120 voters set out to fill 14
seots, any candidate who can command the first support of 9 voters ought, ideolly,
to be entitled to a seat.

In reality, both the old and the new electoral systems

require that each successful candidate be supported by a majority of the voters.
This meons, in the extreme case, that a bare majority composed of just over half
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the electorate could deprive a minority made up of just under half the electorate
of any seat at all on the Executive Committee.
to happen;

This is, I agree, most unlikely

meteorologists do not do such things.

something about what does happen:

But it is important to stress

i.e. that no representative of a minority is,

or can be, elected without the consent and approval of the majority.

Mark it well:-

no representative of a minority is, or can be, elected to a seat on the Executive
Committee without the agreement of the majority - not even if he has the enthusias_
tic support of 49% of Congress.

I have twice spelled out this fundamental fact

because I am g(-"ng to leave it to yourselves to deduce the corollary _ it is
fairly obvious and rather unfortunate.

I will merely say this - there was a

built-in paternalism in the old system _ and it has been carried over to the new.
"The third defect derives in large part from the second one, which we have
been just discussing.

Since large organized groups exercise a disproportionate

influence on the results of the elections, there is a strong and understandable
temptation to try to so arrange things that the actual election is no more than
the final rubberstamping of decisions taken beforehand.

Such manoeuvres may be

unavoidable in the political organs of the United Nations, but surely they are a
little out of place in elections in a quasi-scientific body - in which we insist
that we are choosing our Committee members, not as representatives of States - and
still less, presumably, as representatives of continents or regions, but because
of their personal worth as scientists or organizers or managers.
"Are the new procedures an improvement in this respect on the old?
limited extent I believe they are;

To a

they do not positively invite pre-election

understandings and they could well be operated without them - if only the bigger
Members

would always wield their influence with moderation and understanding,

and if only the smaller Members would more jealously guard their hardwon rights
and their standing as sovereign independent states.
"The day, thank God, is past when the peasantry were driven to the polling
booth to vote for the nominees of the landlords, and none of us would wont it bock.
I believe the new procedures con be used to bring real dignity back to our
elections.

They ot least deserve a triol.
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"But I want to remind delegates that there is available, in foct, opother

solution which is for simpler to operate, much foster, which is fair to all except
the smallest minorities, and which does not readily lend itself to extraneous
influences.

I refer to the system known as proportional representation by a single

transferable vote.

Only one ballot is needed to fill all seats:

the voter simply

puts the figure 1 after the name of the candidate he believes to be best qualified
for a seat on the Executive Committee, 2 opposite his second choice _ and so on
down the list as far as he wishes to go - to the very last candidate, if he

desires.

That's all.

Calculation of the result of the election can be done

manually but it is a tedious chore;

the task is best left to a computer which has

been programmed to transfer votes on the proportional representation system and
instructed on any required restraints (e.g. at least 2 members from each Region
and not more than 7 frarn any).

This -way the composition of the Executive Committee

is known virtually as soon as the votes are cast:

no subsequent ballots, no

drawing of lots.
"I am not suggesting that Congress throw out document Cg_VI/PINK 10 and adopt
this alternative forthwith.

What I do propose at this time is so modest that it

comes almost as an anticlimax.

I am anxious to ovoid that Congress give the

impression that what is now proposed is the last word.
really wont to do this:

I don't think

anyon~

would

indeed the document before us admits (in paragraph 5.2.2)

that there are potential defects in the proposals.

So all the formal action I

suggest now is that we add a further subparagraph to our draft resolution which
should ask the Executive Committee to continue to study possible improvements in
the voting and election procedures of the Organization.

That way, we can still

hope."
The President proposed that a further paragraph be added to draft Resolution 5.2/1 (Cg-VI) requesting the Executive Committee to continue to study possible
improvements in the voting and election procedures of the Organization.
It was
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Miss M.A. Martin-Sane {France} proposed that the date to be inserted under
"DECIDES" in draft Resolution 5.2/1 {Cg-VI} should be 20 April 1971.
It wos so agreed.
Trere being no further comments, the text for inclusion in the general
summary and draft Resolution 5.2/1 (Cg-VI), as amended, were approved.
The meeting rose at 10.15 a.m.
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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
23 April 1971, at 9.35 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.35 a.m.
Membership of St, Pierre and Miguelon and Cornaro Islands
17.

The President announced thot the French Territories of St. Pierre and

Miquelon ond the Cornaro Islands hod received the requisite number of votes for admission to the World Meteorological Organization and that the appropriate steps hod been
token to enable them to become full Members of the Organization.

He was happy to be

the first to congratulate the representatives of the two new Members.
The delegate of St. Pierre and Miquelon thanked the President and the other
Members of the Orgonization and mode the following statement:

"Situated to the south of Newfoundland, the French Territory of St. Pierre and
Miquelon derives a

considerab~

fraction of its resources from fishing activities.

The knowledge and anticipation of weather conditions, particularly variable in that
port of the world, is therefore an important factor in the sofety and profitability of those activities.

Assistance to air navigation is also a necessity.

"Our meteorological service has RTI and facsimile telecommunications equipment
which enable it to receive information transmitted from Halifax, Canada, within
the framework of the World Weather Watch.

It also makes its modest contribution

to the GOS by carrying out surface and upper-air observations.

The installation,

in the near future, of radar equipment for storm observations will substantially
increase its contribution-to the common effort.
"I do not wish to toke up more of your time, but simply to express our satisfaction at being admitted to the Organization.

It is for me, therefore, a great

hanour ta speak for the first time in this forum on behalf of the French Territory
of St. Pierre and Miquelon."
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The delegate of the Cornaro Islands mode the following statement:
"It is with great pleasure that I thank you for the honour done by the WMO

to the Comoro Islands Territory by admitting it to the Organization.
"The Cornaro Archipelago is situated in the Mozambique Channel, frequently
traversed by tropical cyclones which are formed in the area.
"Like many developing countries, its economy is essentially agricultural
and meteorology makes on important contribution to the economic development of
the Territory.

For that reason, the four islands of the archipelago are covered

by a climatological network whilst three synoptic stations provide the informa-

,,-

tion required for assisting air navigation and shipping and; ,taking the necessary
precautions on the approach of cyclones.
"The geographical position of the Territory makes upper-wind observations
particularl~

important within the framework of the World Weather Watch; such

observations are carried out twice a day by radio systems at Moroni.

The Moroni

station also possesses radio teleprinter and facsimile equipment which enables it
to receive data processed and broadcast by the Nairabi RMC in good conditions;
it is plonned to install on APT

s~tion.

"Aware of the scope of the problems confronting the WHO and of the economic
and social importance of solving them, the Cornaro Islands Territory is proud to
participate, within the limits of its modest resources, in the work of the Congress,
which will further increase the benefits af this generous enterprise."

19.

Report of the Credentiais Committee
(Agenda item 1.5) (Cg-VI!PINK 23)
The President called upon Mr. Bourke, chairman of the Credentials Committee,

to present his report.
Mr. Bourke said that at its fourth meeting the Credentials Committee hod
considered the documents submitted on behalf of two further Members:
Iraq.

Guinea and

The Committee hod found the credentials in order and invited Congress to en-

dorse that finding.
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There being no objection. the fourth report of the Credentials Committee
as contained in Cg-VI!PINK 23 was approved.
The President stated that he hod been informed that the delegate of Cuha
wished to make a statement, for record, on the report of the Credentiots Committee

which hod been adopted by Congress at its fourth plenary meeting, since he did not
have on opportunity of doing so at that meeting. He gave the floor to the delegate
of Cuha.

The delegate of Cuba said that the Cuhan delegation rejected the credentials
of the Republic of Chino because it believed that the only representative of the

people of Chino was the Peoples' Republic of Chino, which should occupy the seat in
the WMO at present occupied by the Republic of China.

The Cuban delegation also

rejected the credentials of the representative of the Republic of Viet-Nom because it
held that the only representatives of the Vietnamese people were the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom and the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nom.
He apologized for having been unable to make his statement at the time when
the first report to the Credentials Committee hod been considered, and

~oped

that it

would be included in the Minutes.

20.

Aggrovol of the Minutes
(Agenda item 1.6) (Cg-VI/MIN. 2 and MIN. 2, CORR.
MIN. 3, CaRR. 1)

"

Cg-VI!MIN. 3 and

£lj-VI.1:!IN. 2, as amended b~ £lj-VILMIN. 2, CORR.

"

wa, oeeroved without

Ca-Vr-~IN. 3, as amended b~ £lj-VILMIN. 3, CORR.

"

wa, oeeroved without

~.

~.

onization

21.

Mr. Mason, Chairman of the Committe-e on Programme and Budget, introduced
the report on agenda item 2.1.
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The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary contained in the
appendix to document Cg-VI/PINK 19 was approved without discussion.
22.

Financial re art
Agenda item 2.4

-General

Mr. Schneider, Chairman of the Committee an Administrative and Financial
Questions, introduced the report on agenda item 2.4.
The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary contained in the
appendix to document Cg-VI/PINK 13 was approved without discussion.
23.

ical activities in the Antarctic

Mr. Mason, Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, introduced
the report on agenda item 3.1 and drew attention to the draft resolution in
Appendix B of that report.
The delegate of France, referring to operative paragraph 2, sub-paragraph (a),
of draft Resolution 3.1/1 (eg-VI), said that it might create difficulties if Congress
requested the Executive Committee to maintain its working group with the some membership.

He therefore proposed that the words:

"the same membership and" should be

deleted from sub-paragraph (0).
Mr. Mason, Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, accepted the
amendment proposed by the delegate of France.
The amendment was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.1/1 (Cg-VI), os omended. was adopted.
The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary contained in
Appendix A to document Cg-VI/PINK 18 was approved without discussion.
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Pro rcmme of

MEETING

and Troinin

- Educati.on and Troinin

(Agenda item 3.2

Mr. Mason, Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, introduced
the report on agenda item 3.2 and drew ottention to droft Resolution 3.2/L CCg-vI)

in Appendix B of that report.

Draft Resolution 3.2/1 (Cg-VI) was adopted without discussion.
The delegate of Cuba proposed that the words: "and Spanish" should be inserted after the word "French" in the second line of paragraph 3.2.5 of Appendix A.

The amendment was adopted.
The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary contained in

Appendix A to document Cg-VI/PINK 17. as amended, was approved.

25.

Pro Iomma on the Interaction of
to aviation
Agenda item 3.3.1

- A licotions

Mr. Mason. Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, introduced
the report on item 3.3.1 and drew attention to draft Resolution 3.3.1/1 (Cg-VI) in
Appendix B of thot report.
Dl'aft Resolution 3.3.1tl (Cg-VI) was adopted without discussion.
The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary contained in
Appendix A to document Ca-VI/PINK 16 was approved without discussion.
~

Policy-making organs, executive manogement and supporting services
Conference 1'0 romme and ublications ro ramme for the sixth financial
period
Agenda item 3.5
Cg-VI PINK 20

Mr. Schneider, Chairman of the Committee on Administrative

~nd

Financial
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Ql!esi:ions, introducing the report on item 3.5, pointed out that Appendix ·.C of the
report was submitted to Congress only as a matter of information.

He drew attention

to draft Resolution 3.5/1 (Gg-VI) in Appendix 8.
Draft Resolution .3.5/1 ita-VI}

\fOS

adopted.

With regard t-o Appendix C, the delegates of Chile. the Philippines and
Yugoslavia officially confirmed, on behalf of their Governments, the invitations
issued in respect of the sixth sessions of Regional Associations III, V and VI
respectively.
The President thanked the Governments and delegations of Chile, the
Philippines and Yugoslavia.
The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary contained in
Appendix A to document Cg VI/PINK 20 was approved without discussion.
The delegate of the U.S.S.R. pointed out on editorial omission in the
Russian version, namely that Russian had been omitted in the entry against item (h)
in

Appendix~,

page 4.

Election of President and Vice-Presidents of the Or onizotion
(Agenda item 6.1) (Cg-VI PINK 11)
The President called upon the Chairman of the Nomination Cammi ttee to
present the Committee 1 s report'dealing with the eLection of the President of the
Organization.
Mr. Rajendram, Chairmm of the Nomination Committee, presented the names
of the candidates for President of the Organization:

Dr. W.J. Gibbs (Australia,

Region V) and Mr. M.F. Taha (United Arab Republic, Region I).

The President asked if anyone wished to propose any other candidates for
the post of President of the Organization in accordance with Regulation 76.
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There being no further- proposals r he declared the_ list of candidates closed
and declared that voting for the Pqst of President of the Organization should
proceed in conformity with Regulation 78, which laid down that voting should be by
Secret bollot.

He drew attention to Article 11 of the Convention which stipulates

that only Members of the Organization which ore States sholl

b~

entitled to vote on

the election of the President cnd Vice-Presidents and that the decision sholl be by
simple majority.

He also drew attention to

the amended version of General Regula-

tion 61, adopted at the lost plenary meeting which gave the definition of simple
majority. Before commencing the vote, the President inquired whether every delegate
authorized to vote had received his voting slip. The President then requested the
delegates of Ireland and Poland to act as tellers.
After inquiring that all delegates entitled to vote had done so, the
President declared the voting closed.
The delegate of Indonesia stated that as he had arrived late, he had not
received

Q

voting slip.

The President recalled that before commencing the vote he had asked all
delegates entitled to vote whether they had received their voting slips. No delegation had indicated that they had nat received a voting slip. He ruled that once the
vot-ing had commenced, further voting slips could not be issued.
The delegate of Indonesia stated that as he was under the impression that
the election of the President would take place later in the morning, he did not
arrive in time.

He accepted. however, the President's ruling.

The result of the secret ballot
Number of votes deposited:
For Dr.

~.J.

Gibbs:

For Mr. M.F. Taha:

~as

as follows:

109
54
54

Abstentions:

o

Blank or defective voting paper

1
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by the delegote of

Indonesia and proposed that he should be allowed to vote.
The President stated that he had already given a rUling which the delegate
of Indonesia had accepted.

As regards any further ballots tha delegate of

Indonesia would of course be entitled to vote if he were present.
The President said that since the vote was a tie, in accordance with the
new Regulation 85 adopted at the lost plenary session, the Congress would have to
proceed to a new ballot.

He requested the delegates of Czechoslovakia and Malaysia

to oct as tellers.
The result of a second secret ballot was as follows:
Number of votes deposited:
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For Dr. W.J. Gibbs:

52

For Mr. M.F. Toha:

55

Abstention:

1

Blank or defective voting paper:

1

rhe President declared Mr. Taha elected President of the Organization.
He expressed his congrotulations to Mr. Toha.

(Applause)

Mr. Toha thanked the Members of the Congress for the honour done to himself and to the United Arab Republic; it was also an honour to the African Continent
and to 011 developing countries.

He hod been associated with the WHO since its

foundation in 1951 and, in his new office, would spore no effort for the good of the
Organization.

It

was extremely difficult to follow in the footsteps of a President

so able as Dr. Nyberg and he hoped to receive the guidance and collaboration of
Dr. Nyberg and of all his other colleagues with whom he hod worked for two decodes.
(Applause)
Dr. Gibbs (Australia) also congratulated his old friend, Mr. Toho, and
wished him every success as President of the Organization.
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Revision of the Staff Regulations (Agenda item 4.1)
(Cg-VljPINK 4)
Mr. Schneider, Chairman of the- Committee on Administrative and Financial

QUestions, presented the report of his Committee contoined in Cg-VIjPINK 4.
There being no comments, draft Resolution 4.1 (es-V1) in Appendix B, the
amendments to the Staff Regulations in Appendix C and the proposed text for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session contained in Appendix A were
opproved.
29.

Revision of the Financial Re ulations (Agenda item 4.2)
(Cg-VI PINK 5, REV. I
Mr. Schneider, Chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial

QUestions, presented the report of the Committee contained in Cg-VI/PINK 5, REV. 1.
He proposed that the following amendment be inserted at the end of paragraph 4.2.4
of Appendix A:

"but not later than three months before opening of Congress".

Draft Resolution 4.2/1 (Gg-VI) was adopted without comment.
Mr. A. Gharbieh (Jordan) proposed that the following amendment be made to
the text of the general summary of Appendix A:

at the end of the eighth line of

paragraph 4.2.2, add "to be used for additional fellowships"-.
The President asked Mr. Schneider, Chairman of the Committee, for his views
on this amendment.
Mr. Schneider stated that this question had not been discussed in detail
in his Committee as this point was considered in the Programme and

Budget Committee

and said that it was up to Congress to approve this question or refer it back to
the Working Committee.
It -was agreed to refer the Question to the Committee on Administrative and

Financial

Questions~
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ME~TING

Consideration of the Working Capitol Fund (Agenda item 4.3)

(Cg-VI!PINK 15)
Mr. Schneider, Chairman of the

Co~mittee

on Administrative and Financiol

Questions, presented the report of the Comaittee on this agenda item.
Draft Resolution 4.3/1 (Gg-VI) was adopted without comment.
The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary contained in
Appendix A, Ca-VI/PINK 15 wos approved without comment.
ll.

Pro ortional contribution of Members (Agenda item 4.4)
Cg VI PINK 12 and PINK 14)
Mr. Schneider. Chairman of the Conmittee on Administrative and Financial

Questions, presented the report of the Comaittee contained in Cg-VI/PINK 12
PINK 14.

and

He stated that since Comoro Islands and St. Pierre and Miquelon have just

become Members of WMO, minor editorial changes to that effect would be required in
draft Resolution 4.4/1 (Cg-VI) and in the annex to draft Resolution 4.4/2 (Cg-VI).
Draft Resolution 4.4/1 (Gg-VI) was adopted as amended.
Draft Resolution 4.4/2 (Gg-VI) with its annex was adopted as amended.
The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary. of the work of the
session contained in Appendix A. Cg-VI/PINK 12 and PINK 14 was approved without
~.

32.

Building Fund (Agenda item 4.5) (Cg-Vr/PINK 7)
Mr. Schneider, Chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial

Questions, presented the report of the Committee on this agenda item and proposed
that the text contained in the appendix of Cg-Vr/PINK 7 be approved for inclusion
in the general summary of the work of the session.
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The tsxt was approved without comment.
33.

IHO Fund (Agenda nern 4.6) (eg-VI/PINK 6)

Mr. Schneider, Chairman of the Committee on Administrative

and Financial

Questions, presented the report of the Committee on this item.

There being no comments, the text for inclusion in the general summary
contained in the appendix, ca-VI/pINK 6 was approved.

M.

Re \Jests for

Agenda item
Mr. Sl;hneider, Chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial
Questions, presented- his report

05

contained in document Cg-VIjPINK 3.

There being no comment, the text for inclusion in the general summary of
the work of the session was approved.
The meeting rose at 12.02 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH PLENARY MEETING
27 April 1971, at 9.35 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.35 a.m.
;!li.

Approval of the Minutes (Agenda item 1.6)

(Cg-VI/MIN. 4 and MIN. 4, CaRR. 1)
The President asked if there was any objection to approving the Minutes of
the fourth plenary meeting as amended in document Cg-Vr/MIN. 4, CORR. 1.
Mr. Donneaud (Roiaonio) pointed out that the English amendment to the text

referring to the statement by the Romanian delegation did not correspond exactly to
the French version and that it should be brought into line with the latter.
The President os-sured him that this would be done.

36.

of the Or anization

The President called upon Mr. Rajendram, chairman of the Nomination
Committee, to submit his report concerning the election of the First, Second and
Third Vice-Presidents of the Organization.
Mr. Rajendram presented document Cg-VI/PINK 37, which contained the
names of only three candidates, one for each of the three offices as follows:
First Vice-President

Mr. W. J. Gibbs

Second Vice-President

Mr. J. Bessemoulin

Third Vice-President

Mr. P. Koteswaram

The President stated that, in accordance with the new Regulation 79, a
separate election was required for each of the three offices.

Considering first the
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office of First Vice_President, he inquired in accordance with Regulation 76
whether there were any further nominations from the floor.

There being nono, he

noted that, in accordance with Regulation 77, when there was only one candidate,
he should he elected without

0

ballot.

He therefore declared Mr. Gibbs elected

First Vice-President of the Organization (Applause).

He congratulated Mr. Gibbs on

his re-election and invited him to toke the floor.
Mr.

~

said that he felt conscious of the honour Congress hod bestowed

upon him in re-electing him to the office of First Vice-President and would do his
best to discharge the responsibilities of this office. (Applause),
The President then turned to the office of Second Vice-President and
asked whether in addition to the one name submitted by the Nomination Committee
there were any nominations from the floor.

There being none, he declared

Mr. Bessemoulin elected Second Vice_President and congratulated him. (Applause).
Mr. Bessemoulin thanked the delegates for honouring him by electing him
to the office of Second Vice-President.

He felt that this honour was addressed to

the entire region of Europe and promised to work to the best of his capability.
In his country also, everything possible would be done to foster the development
of meteorology. (Applause).
There being again only one candidate for the office of Third Vice-President,
ond no further naminotions from the floor I the President declared Mr. Koteswarom
elected Third Vice-President and offered him his congratulations. (Applause).
Mr. Koteswarom expressed his appreciation of the great honour conferred
upon him and pledged himself to the service of world meteorology.

He felt that this

honour was not only for himself, but also for his country and continent.

His

country hod been serving meteorology for olmost a hundred years, had been a
founder-member of the International Meteorological Organization as well os of the
World Meteorological Organization

an~

hod tried in its own humble way to add to

the fund of knowledge and the science of meteorology cnd to serve the nations of
the world as best it could. Expressing his hope for future support in discharging
his onerous duties as
ing his thanks.

0

Vice-President of the Organization, he concluded by reiterat-

(Applause).
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The President again extended his congratulations to the newly elected
Vice-Presidents and wished them every success.

.:£:.

residents of re ional associations (Agenda item 2.2)

Mr. ~ (chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget) stated that
the important issues raised in the reports of the presidents of regional associations
were dealt with under other agenda items;

his committee merely recommended that the

small paragraph contained in document Cg_Vr/PINK 30 be included in the general
summary.
Mr; Bravo Flores (Chile) stated that there appeared to be an omission in
the text appended to Cg-vrjPINK 30 concerning the report of the president of RA III.
Since this had already been dealt with in the PRO committee, he proposed that a
second paragraph be added.
Mr.

~

replied that this item was dealt with under the appropriate budget

item and did not therefore need to appear in thi$ particular paper.

It would oppe.or

in the relevant budget document.
Mr. Bravo Flores was in agreement with this.
Document Cg-VI/PINK 30 was adopted without further comment.
38.

Re orts b the
Cg-VI PINK 25

residents of .technical commissions (Agenda item 2.3)

Mr. Mason (chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget), introducing
the above-mentioned document, explained that again all the important points which
arose under the reports of the presidents' of technical commissions appeared under
other agenda items.

The PRO Committee therefore recommended the adoption of the

two paragraphs appended to the document for inclusion in the general summary.
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"I~ere being no comment, do.~ument .Cg-VI/PINK 25 was approved.

22..

Pro ramme on Research

Research Progromme

Atmas heric

Agenda item 3.2.1

Mr. Mason (chairman of the Committee on Programme cnd Budget) submitted
his committee's report in document Cg-VI/PINK 27.

He stressed the importance of

this programme and mentioned that in examining the pIons for the tropical experiment
in the Atlantic and the first global experiment the committee had been greatly
helped by the presence of Professor Bolin, chairman of the Joint Organizing Committee

responsible for the overall planning of GARP.

He stated thot pIons for the tropical

experiment scheduled for 1974 in the eastern Atlantic were fairly well advanced and
a Tropical Experiment Council and a Tropical Experiment Board had already been
established and charged with the detailed planning and implementation of the
experiment.

The proposals of the TEe and TEB had been examined and were in general

recommended for approval.

Under the relevant budget item provision had been made

for the continuing work of the Joint Organizing Committee and its Joint Planning
Staff and it was hoped and indeed seemed probable that equal contribution would be
mode by ICSU.

The TEB had proposed that a Scienti fic and Management Graup should

replace the interim group and deal with the detailed planning and implementation of
the tropical experiment; financial provision for this group had also been mode
under the relevant budget item.
Cg-VIjPINK 27.

These matters were summarized in Appendix A to

Appendix B cont-ained draft Resolution 3.2.1/1 (Cg-VI)- in which he

proposed that the paragraph under DECIDES, page 2, be amended to read:
"DECIDES that the GARP Atlantic Tropical Experiment should be carried
out on the basis of the overall arrangements being approved by the
Executive Committees of WHO and ICSU but the detailed formulation and
implementation of plans to be the full responsibility of the Tropical
Experiment Board."
This would bring it into line
hod already been approved by TEC.

~ith

the regulations of the Board which

III
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Nr. Nicholls (British Caribbean Territories) requested clarification

regarding the precise functions of the Tropical Experiment Council since it appeared
that its function would be shared by the Executive Committees of WMO and ICSU and
the Tropical Experiment Board.
Mr. ~ (chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget) pointed out
that the Board and the Council were independent bodies, both of which reported
directly to the Executive Committees.

The Board did not report to the Council.

The Council's function was largely to co-ordinate the activities of the countries
in the general area of the experiment; it was not concerned with the detailed
planning and implementation of the experiment.
out by the TEB.

The management function was carried

The terms of reference of both bodies were very clear and had been.

approved by the Executive Committee.
Mr.

~

(Senegal) felt that there was no need for concern on this point,

since the chairman of the TEC would also be represented on the GARP TEB.

Moreover,

he considered that the co-ordination at Executive Committee level would be sufficiently
high as to eliminate any need for concern.
There being no comments on either the text in Appendix A or the draft
Resolution 3.2.1/1 (Cg-VI) in Appendix B, as amended by the chairman of the
Committee on Programme and Budget, document Cg:VI/PINK 27 was approved.
The President expressed his appreciation to Professor Bolin, Chairman of
the Joint GARP Organizing Committee, and Dr, Godson, representative of ICSU and
IUGG for their contributions to the discussions of this item in the working committee.

1Q.

Other research activities (Agenda item 3.2.2)
(Cg-VI/PINK 21, PINK 21, CORR. 1)
Mr. Mason (chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget) introduced

his committee's report as given in document Cg-VI/PINK 21, the appendices ta which
dealt with the functions of CAS and contained the draft Resolution 3.2.2/1 (Cg-VI)
to this effect.
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The speaker drew attention to tne fact that during the discussions_on this
and other related agenda items, the committee considered the possibilities that
the Commission for Atmospheric Sciences ploy a more active role in the science of
meteorology.

He also stressed the difficulties encountered in the visiting

scientists programmes in persuading senior scientists to visit developing countries.
He pointed out that in Appendix B, page 4, under "REQUESTS the Executive
Committee", paragraphs (1) (Ind (2) should be replaced by the corresponding two

paragraphs in Corrigendum 1 to the above-mentioned document.
The proposed text and draft Resolution .3.~~_2/1 ,(Cg-VI), as amended, were

a_pprq_ved wi th9ut discussion.
Pro ramme on the Interaction of Man and his Environment
and instrumental support progrommes (Agenda item 3.3.8
Mr. ~ (chairman af the Committee on Programme and Budget) submitted
document Cg-VI/PINK 24, representing his committee's report on the above_mentioned
agenda item.
1b~_

text contained' in the appendix to the document proposed for inclusion

in the general summary was approved without discussion.
The President thanked the chairman 6f the Committee on Programme and Budget
for the presentation of his reports.

£.

Technical co-operation programme (including the Voluntary Assistance
Pro ramme _ General review of technical co-o eration activities
Agenaa item 3.4.1
Cg-VI PINK 33
Mr.

Schneider~hairman

of the Committee on Administrative and Financial

Questions) submitted for approval document Cg-Vr/PINK 33.

The committee, he said,

discussed fruitfully this particular item, and the decisions token were reflected in
the appendices to the above_mentioned document, and in the form of draft
Resolutions 3.4.1/1 (Cg-VI) and 3.4.1/2 (Cg-vr).
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text in the appendix to the above-mentipned document ond draft
(Cg-VI)

and

3.4.1/2 (Cg-VI) were approved without discussion.

Technical ca-o eration
Pro ramme - Voluntar
(Agenda item 3.4.3.1

includin the Voluntar
ramme VAP

Assistance

Mr. Schneider (chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial
Questions) presented the report contained in the above-mentioned document.

The

Committee, he said, studied the document on this item presented by the SecretaryGeneral and noted with satisfaction the success of the Voluntary Assistance
Programme.

He also mentioned that the same procedure would be proposed in order to

pursue the VAP activities.
There being no discussion, the text proposed for inclusion in the general
summary, contained in the appendix to the document, was approved.
44.

Technical co-o eration ro ramme
Pro ramme - New Develo ment Fund
Mr. Schneider (chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial

Questions) introduced his committee's report, contained in document Cg-VI/PINK 26.
The committee, he said, proposed -that the New Development Fund continues its
activities as at present, until the funds were exhausted.
The propo-sed text was adopted without discussion.

45.

Revision of Financial Regulations (Agenda item 4.2) (Cg-VI/PINK 5, REV. 2)
Mr. Schneider (chairmon of the Committee on Administrative and Financial

Questions) drew attention to the fact that the decisions taken in the Committee on
Programme and Budget as regards long-term fellowships hod been considered in the
Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions and summarized the proposed
measures contained in the above-mentioned document.
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The speaker indicated that in paragraph.4.2.2, in the fourth line before

the lost, of document Cg-VI/PINK 5, REV. 2 the word "unliquidated" should read
"unobligated" and "non eng_age" in the French version.
The proposed amendment to the text was approved, and the above-mentioned
document and draft Resolution 4.2/1 (Cg-VI) were adopted without discussion.
~.

Relations with the
Agenda item 5.3

and other or anizations

Mr. Schneider (chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial
Questions) introduced the report of the committee contained in document Cg-VI/PINK 29,
the appendix to which outlined the views of the committee as regards the proposals
submitted by the Secretary-General cnd the Executive Committee.
The text in the appendix to the document Cg-Vr/PINK 29 was adopted wi~hout
discuasion.
The President thanked

~he

chairman of the Committee on Administrative

and Financial Questions for his assistance.
~.

Public information policy (Agenda item 5.4) (Cg-Vr/pINK 28)
Mr. Acguaah (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal Questions)

submitted his committee's report contained in document Cg-vr/PINK 28.

The committee

recommended the adoption of draft Res~lution 5.4/1 (Cg-VI)
Draft Resolution 5.4/1 (Cg-VI) was adopte~ and the text appended to the
report for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session was approved
without discussion.
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'7'~~~~O-;~""'CL~M~O"",Cse~n~t~e~n~or~ (Agenda item 5.5)
PINK 22, CORR. 1)
Mr. AC9uaah (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal Questions)

submitted his committee's report contained in document Cg-VI/PINK 22.
invi ted the attention of Congress to the

The chairman

celebration of IMO/WMO Centenary which will

take place in Geneva and Vienna during 1973.

The speaker indicated an amendment to

the second paragraph of draft Resolution 5.5/1 (Cg-VI), line one, under REQUESTS;
for "President" read "Secretary-General",
He r'ecommended for approval the draft Resolution 5.5/1 (eg-vI) with the
proposed amendment thereto and draft Resolution 5.5/2 (Cg-VI) and a text for
inclusion in the general summary which were appended to the committee's report.
The meeting rose at 10.40 a.m.
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MINUTES OF THE NINTH PLENARY MEETING
28 April 1971, at 2.40 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.40 p. m•.
The Pre5ident welcomed to the meeting Mr. Kutokov, Under Secretory-General

of the United Notions, who has special

responsibil~ty

for matters connected with

outer space and is interested in the work of WMO.
roval of the Minutes

Agenda item 1.6

Cg-VI/MIN. 5, MIN. 51 CORR. 1)

The President then asked Congress if the provisional Minutes of the fifth

plenary meeting held on 8 April, as amended by CORR.I could be approved.
Mr. Ramirez (Cubo) stated that the Minutes did not include the reason for
which he supported the application of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea for
membership of the Organization, which was that by rejecting this application WMO
would abnegate its truly universal character since there could be no "world
meteorology" when certain countries were denied the right of membership.

Mr. Ramirez

indicated that it would be sufficient if this statement appeared in the Minutes of
the ninth plenary meeting.
There being no further commenh, the provisionc;1l Minutes of the fifth
plenary meeting were adapted.
50.

Election of members of the Executive Committee
(Agenda item 6.2) (Cg-VI/PINK 36)
The President then turned to the item dealing with the election of the

members of the Executive Committee and asked the chairman of the Nomination Committee to introduce document Cg-VljPINK 36 containing the list of candidates.
Mr. Rajendram. chairman of the Nomination

Committee, asked delegates to·

amend the word "membership" in the introductory sentence of the document to read
"the fourteen elected members".

He then pointed out that it would be necessary to

NINTH PLENARY MEETING

117

delete from the list the nomes of the First, Second and Third Vice-Presidents elected
the previous day, viz., Messrs. Gibbs, Bessemoulin and Koteswaram, and that there
would therefore be seventeen candidates for the fourteen sects.
The President then asked if there were any further nominations from the
floor;

there being none he declared the list of nominations closed.
Mr. Brovo Flores (Chile) announced that in the first stage of the bollot,

which is to bring the number of members of the Executive Committee from each Region
up to the prescribed minimum of two, from Region III only Dr. Echeverri Ossa would
be standing for election;

the other candidate from Region III, Mr. O. Coronel Porro,

would stand for election in the second stage of the ballot which is to fill the
remaining seats.
Mr. Rajendram, on behalf of the Nomination
to plenary that Dr. Nyberg,

re~iring

Committee, then recommended

President of WM0 1 be elected to the Executive

Committee by acclamation in recognition of his distinguished services to the
Organization.

Dr. Nyberg was thereupon elected member of the Executive COmmittee
by acclamation.
Mr. Lapointe (Canodo) asked for clori Hcotion regarding the statement made
by Mr. Bravo Flores.

In particular, he asked, would a voting slip in the first

stage of the ballot which included the name of Mr. O. Coronel Porro, delegate from
Venezuela, be declared invalid?
The President asked the delegate from Venezuela if he wished his name to
be deleted from the list of candidates in the first stage of the ballot.
Mr. Coronel Porro (Venezuela) confirmed that this was so, and that there_
fore the only candidate from Region III would be Dr. Echeverri Ossa.
The President then explained the new voting procedures.

He pointed out

that since the presidents of regional associations are ex-officio members of the
Committee and since Mr. Toha (Region I), Mr. Gibbs (Region V)/ Mr. 8essemoulin
(Region VI) and Mr. Koteswaram (Region II) had already been elected President,
First Vice-President, Second Vice-President and Third Vice-President respectively,
the minimum of two members hod already been reached in these Regions.

Thus since
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there was only one candidate from each of the other two Regions, he said he had

pleasure in declaring Mr. Echeverri Ossa (Region lIt) and Mr. White (Region IV)
elected members of the Executive Committee.
The first stage of the ballot thus having been completed, the President

asked that the voting slips be handed out.

Mr. Bravo Flores (Chile) reminded Congress that Mr. O. Coronel Porro,
delegate from Venezuela, should be included in the list of candidates on this occasion.
Mr. Lapointe (Canodo) requested that the list of candidates for the second
stage of the ballot be read out.
Mr. Moson (United Kingdom) challenged the procedure adopted by the candi_
dates from Region III.

He felt that while it was perfectly in order for a candidate

to withdraw from the first stage of the ballot, he should not then be permitted to
stand for the second stage since this practice is tantamount to the regional associa_
tion deciding

who should be elected.

He

asked the

President

for a ruling

on

thi$- matter.
The President said that thi& did not reflect a decision by the regiona-l
association but was at the wish of the_candidate himself, and therefore he felt the
procedure was in order.

He went on to read out the names of the fourteen candidates

in the second stage of the ballot, pointing out that the number of nomes on the voting
slip should not exceed eleven, and that by Region the maximum number of names was:
Region I - five, Region II - three, Region III _ one, Region IV _ zero, Region V - zeroand Region VI - four.
Voting_in the second stage of the ballot then took place. At the request of
the President, Mr. Noble (Canada) and Mr. Schneider (Switzerland) octed

08

tellers.

The President announced that the business of the meeting would be continued
during the. counting of votes.
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ment

H drolo
and water
Agenda item 3.3.3

Mr. Mason, chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, introduced
document Cg-VI/PINK 39.

He said that his committee hod had a long discussion on the

future role of WMO in this field, taking account of the outcome of the Technical
Conference of Hydrological and Meteorological Services and the decisions of the
twenty-second session of the Executive Committee, and had agreed that WMO should have
an expanded role in the field of operational hydrology.

In view of this, his com-

mittee had drawn up a definition of the term noperatianal hydrology", and recommended
the establishment of on Advisory Committee on Operational Hydrology.

The committee

also had discussed the contribution to be made by the WHO to the International Hydrological Decade.
Referring to Appendix B of document Cg-VI/PINK 39 containing draft Resolution 3.3.3/1 (Cg-VI) - WMO programme in operational hydrology, Mr. Mason proposed an
amendment to DECIDES (2) in which the phrase "for international basins in particular"
;'be inserted after the word "hydrology", and the phrase "and sub-regions comprising
international basins" be deleted.

He also said that some discrepancies between the

English version of the document and the versions in French, Spanish and Russian,
would be eliminated by the Secretariat.
There being no comments subject to the above amendments, draft Resolution 3.3.3/1 (Cg-VI)

- WHO programme in operational hydrolosy and the annex thereto

were adopted.
Turning to draft Resolution 3.3.3/2 (Cg-VI) - Advisory Committee for Operational Hydrology, contained in Appendix C of Cg-VI/PINK 39, Mr. Mason asked Congress
to delete the word "which" in the second line under CONSIDERING (3).
Mr. Schregardus (Netherlands) said that his delegation considered that the
reasons for establishing the Advisory Committee for Operational Hydrology were not

NINTH PLENARY MEETING

120

convincing, in fact its establishment might even be dangerous, and WQuld certainly
be costly.

It was felt that in view of its limited representation and also in view

of the foct that there would not be adequate funds to ensure that presidents of
regional associations could convey the views of oIL Members in their respective

Regions, the Committee would hardly be able to fulfil its role.

It was the opinion

of his delegation that the existing machinery in WMO, the regional associations and
their working groups, the Commission for Hydrology Qnd its working groups, including
the Commission's own Advisory Working Group, would be adequate to carry out the tasks

now to be confided in the Advisory Committee on Operational Hydrology.
Mr. Schregardus concluded by saying that while he opposed it, he would
accept the Advisory Committee on Operational Hydrology being established as on experiment and asked that the Executive Committee should critically examine the results of
the Advisory Committee and report to Seventh Congress.
Mr. Bravo Flores (Chile) fully supported the statement by the delegate for
the Netherlands.
Mr. Koteswaram (India) referred to DECIDES (4) and said that it had been
understood in the Committee for Programme and Budget that presidents of regional
associations .... ould consult with their Members regarding membership of the Advisory
Committee.

As he hod not been consulted,

h~

was surprised to find names of countries

listed in this paragraph as being represented on the Committee.

He suggested that the

names of the countries be deleted and membership be left open until the necessary
co-n-sultations were I;omple-ted.
Mr. Abu Gharbieh (Jordan) associated- himself with the- remarks made by the
delegate from India.
Mr. ~ said that the Committee on Programme and Budget had invited
presidents of regional associations to nominate members to serve on the Advisory
Committee.

He presumed that the presidents hod taken the opportunity of delegates
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inquire amongst their respective Members, and had then

informed the Secretariat in writing of those desiring to be represented on the
Advisory Committee.
Mr. Mikhail (Syria) olso expressed his support of the proposal made by the
delegate from India.
The President then asked Congress to vote on whether the paragraph as proposed by the Committee on Programme and Budget should remain or whether it should be
amended.
The matter was put to the vote.
There being only a very small majority in favour of retaining the original
text, the President suggested that the proposal by the delegate from India be accepted
and that the question of membership of the Advisory Committee on Operational Hydrology
be accordingly referred back to the presidents of regional associations, who should
inform the Secretariat on membership as soon as possible.
This was agreed to.
Mr. Seck (Senegal) pointed out that the wording of DECIDES (4) would need
to be reworded.
The President, agreeing, said that this would be carried out by the
Secretariat.
There being no further comments, draft Resolution 3.3.3/2 (Cg-VI) _
Advisory Committee for Operational Hydrology and its annex was adopted subject to the
amendments above.
Draft Resolution 3.3.3/3 (Cg-VI) - WHO contribution to the IHD and to a
possible long-term programme contained in Appendix 0 of Cg-VI/PINK 39 was then adopted,
without discussion.
Regarding the text for inclusion in the general summary of the work of
Sixth Congress contained in Appendix A of Cg-VI/PINK 39, Mr. Schregardus (Netherlands)
proposed the addition of the following paragraph:
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Congress further agreed that the Executive Committee should review

the experience gained in applying the decisions of Congress with respect
to operational hydrology and report

its findings to Seventh Congress."

There being no further comments, the text contained in Appendix A of
document Cg-VI/PINK 39 with the oddition of the paragraph above. was approved for
inclusion in the generol summary of the work of Sixth Congress.
The President observed that Congress had taken a very important decision
which would enable the Organizotion to fulfil its proper role in the application of
meteorology to the closely reloted field of hydrology.

He commended the Commission

for Hydrometeorology and its president, Dr. Popov, as well as the Secretory-General
and his staff for the excellent preparation of this matter for Congress.
52.

Applications to agriculture (Agenda item 3.3.4)

(Gg VI/PINK 43)
Congress considered under this item document Cg-Vr/PINK 43.

There being

no comments, droft Resolution 3.3.4/1 (Cg-VI) _ Agrometeorolosical Services in aid
of food production. contained in Appendix B. together with its annex. was adopted,
and the text contained in Appendix A of document PINK 43 was approved for inclusion
in the general summary of the work of Sixth Congress.

21·

Environmental pollution
(Agenda item 3.3.5) (Cg-Vr/PINK 35)
Mr.~,

chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, introduced

Cg-VI/PINK 35, recommending one editorial change in Appendix A, paragraph 3.3.5.6,
line 7, by changing the word "arranged" to "assisted".

He stated that his committee

recommends that Congress should odopt draft Resolution 3.3.5/1 (Cg-VI) and the text
for inclusion in the general summary.
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The President asked if there were any comments on draft Resolution 3.3.5/1
(Cg-VI) contained in Appendix B.
Mr. Kanellopoulos (Greece) suggested that under INVITES paragraph (1)
the words "one or more" should be deleted.
Mr. Geili (Sudan) referred to the lost but one line on the first page of
PINK 35 which reads "Draft Resolution 3.3.5/1 (Cg-VI) as contained in Appendix B",
commenting that draft resolutions are not normally included as appendices.
The President stated thot if the Sudan agrees, the Secretariat will deal
with this point .•
There being no further comments Cg-VI/PINK 35 was approved.

2!'

Weather and climate modification
(Agenda item 3.3.6) (Cg-VI!PINK 40)
Mr. Mason, chairman of the Committee on Pragramme ond Budget, introduced

Cg-VI/PINK 40.

He mentioned that his committee hod reviewed the statement con-

cerning seeding of worm clouds contained in the appendix, paragraph 3.3.6.2, and
decided to expand this statement a little.

He stated that the Committee on

Programme and Budget recommends that Cg-VI/PINK 40 be adopted.
Mr. Ayodi (Tunisia) stated that the French text of the statement at the
end of parograph 3.3.6.2 of the appendix is ambiguous, and that he would like to see
this ambiguity removed.

He olso said that he thought that it was not appropriate to

lay so much emphasis on something which is not conclusive, but rather negative, and
that he considered a fuller statement is required.
Mr. Mason, commenting on this, said that he did in fact recommend in
committee that the full statement should be reproduced.
approvol af the committee as a whale.

This did not meet with the

He said that the intention of the paragraph

is not to encourage or discourage work in this field, but to indicate the present
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He said that the meaning af the English text is quite clear, but it would

be a great improvement if the text of the whole statement were included in the
summary of the Congress.
Mr. Geili (Sudan) suggested that the last sentence of the statement could
be amended to read:

"The results obtained from these experiments have not been

very effective".
The President stated that the matter hod been discussed in Committee and
that the policy has not been changed.

He asked the delegate of Tunisia whether he

could accept the statement at the end of paragraph 3.3.6.2 in the appendix after
having read the previous statement in full.
Mr. Taha (U.A.R.) considered that the statement agreed at EC-XXII should
be given and, in addition, the statement given in paragraph 3.3.6.2.
The President stated that this proposal, made by the chairman of the
Committee on Programme and Budget and seconded by the delegate of the U.A.R., would be
put into effect by the Secretariat, and asked whether the delegate of Tunisia agreed.
Subject to this amendment the appendix to Cg-VI/PINK 40 was approved for
inclusion in the general summary as on annex.
55.

WMO re ular
Agenda item 3.4.3.2
Mr. Mason, chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, introduced

Cg-VI/PINK 42.

He mentioned

0

difficulty in the French text and suggested that this

could be remedied by deleting the word "universitaire" in the appendix, paragraph 3.4.3.2.1, line 5.

He then stated that the Committee on Programme and Budget

recommended the text of the appendix for inclusion in the general summary.
Mr. Taha (U.A.R.) stated that many developing countries have a great need
for short-term fellowships as well, of course, as for long-term fellowships, and that
he thought that WHO should give more help in this respect.

He suggested an additional
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paragraph to the appendix, as follows:
"3.4.3.2.3

Congress, however, recognized the great need of

developing countries for short-term fellowships, and therefore
decided that in exceptional cases due regard should be given
to use the budgetary provisions made under item 3.6 to finance
short-term fellowships for those Members whose UNDP country
target could not cover the expenses of these fellowships."
The President pointed out that the item under discussion is called
"long-term fellowships" and expressed doubt as to whether it was appropriate to
discuss short-term fellowships under this item.
Hr. Mason, chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, stated that
the matter raised by Mr. Taha had been discussed in his committee.
the delegation who made the proposal later withdrew it.

In factI he said,

He then pointed out that

the argument against the proposal was that if the fund for long-term fellowships
could also be used for short-term fellowships, by making provision for this in the
regular budget it would discourage other bodies such as UNDP and Members who contribute
under YAP and bilateral aid from doing so.

He said that it was pointed out that

UNDP, particularly, now seemed to adopt a more liberal attitude towards short-term
fellowships.

He concluded by saying that, after discussion, the consensus of opinion

was that this provision should not be made.
The President then asked Mr. Toho whether, under these circumstances, he
wished to continue his plea for this paragraph.
Mr. Toho (U.A.R.) said he would like to odd on important point that in the
Committee on General and Legal Questions it was agreed unanimously to appeal to the
Committee on Programme and Budget to make provision for short-term fellowships in
the regular budget, these fellowships being intended for refugees.
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The President soid that he would first consider the text proposed by the

Committee on Programme and Budget and then toke up the proposal of the U.A.R.

He

asked whether there were any objections to the texts of paragraphs 3.4.3.2.1 and

3.4.3.2.2.

There being none, he called on the delegote of the U.A.R., Mr. Toha,

to read his new paragraph ot dictation speed.

Mr. Toha (U.A.R.) read again, at dictation speed, the text of the proposed
new paragraph 3.4.3.2.3, as already reproduced above.

The President soid that he noticed that many delegotes wished to speak on
this matter and suggested that the number of speakers should be reduced in view of
the limitation of time.
Mr. Cressman (U.S.A.) stated that his country is strongly in favour of
education in meteorology and hydrology for people from developing countries which need
a trained cadre of meteorologists ond hydrologists, and mentioned the active port
played by the U.S.A.

H~

then proceeded to the proposal mode by the U.A.R.

He said

that the proposal represents on opening wedge in a budgetary situation which can
lead us far down different roads.

He maintoined that if we now open the regular

budget for short-term fellowships we would in foct be establishing a new principle.
He added however that the U.S.A. would always listen sympathetically to any diffi_
culties.

He said that, in his opinion, to adopt the proposal would be a serious

mistake and that he therefore opposed it.
Mr. Doneaud (Romania) wholeheartedly supported the pr?posal made by the
U.A.R., but suggested a slight amendment to the text of the proposed new poragraph,
namely that the word "exceptional" be replaced by "particular" or "special".
Mr. Gibbs (Australia) stated that the matter had been discussed by the
Committee on Programme ond Budget and the consensus of opinion was that it would be
dangerous to apply funds from the regular budget to short-term fellowships.
that he believed that everyone is in great sympathy with the proposal

He soid

made by

NINTH PLENARY MEETING
the delegate of the U.A.R.

127

He went on to say, however, that the machinery by which

it is proposed to accomplish this training must be examined very carefully.

He

expressed the opinion that provision of funds from the regular budget for short-term
training

~ould

be inviting the governments of developing countries to place meteoro-

logy low on the list.

He concluded by saying that, although feeling sympathy for

the objectives of the delegates of the U.A.R. and Romania, Australia cannot support
this amendment.
The President then proposed that a vote by a show of hands be taken, but
first read aloud the text of the proposed new paragraph.

After the show of honds,

he announced that the document would be adopted as it stands.
56.

IMO lecture and scientific discussions
(Agenda item 7) (Cg-VI/PINK 38)
The President introduced Cg-VI/PINK 38.
There being no discussion on the contents, the document wos approved.

57.

Questions concern in
(Agenda item 5.1

Convention

Mr. Acquaah, chairman of the Committee on General and Legal Questions,
before introducing Cg-VI/PINK 34, drew attention to the fallowing omendments:
under References, item I to reod:

"Cg-VI/Doc. 3" (and nat 13);

paragraph 5, the last sentence should read:

on page 2,

"The Committee also took the same view

concerning the proposal that there should be only one category of amendments which
could be made to the Convention".

He then formally introduced the document and

concluded by saying that the Committee on General and Legal Questions proposes that
the text in Appendix A be inserted in the general summary and recommends for
adoption draft Resolution 5.1/1 (Cg-VI) together with the annex.
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Mr. Bessemoulin (France) drew attention to the fact that in connexion with
a correction to the English text, when listening to the French interpretation, he
was given to understond that there was no corresponding correction in the French
text.

He added that he did not think this was so, cnd asked that interpreters

should limit themselves to saying that the delegate says.
Mr. Bobinski (Poland) stated thot Poland would not support the amendment
to Article 3 of the Convention.

He gave as the reason that in the proposed amend-

ment, paragraph 3 (b) is the some as paragraph 3 (e) of the Convention.

The

condition of the two-thirds majority approval for admission to WHO of Stotes which
ore not Members of the United Nations, as it follows from practice, creates a
barrier for several States, such as the Democratic Republic of Germany, for
membership of WHO.

This condition is in contradiction to the principle of the

universality of the Organizotion clearly stated in Article 2 of the Convention.
For this reason the delegation from Poland expressed the opinion, at the Fifth
Congress and Sixth Congress, that the two-thirds majority approval for admission
to WMO should be abandoned.

He concluded by expressing the hope that at the

Seventh Congress progress will be made in finding a solution to this problem.
Mr. Rodriguez Ramirez (Cuba) said thot the Cuban delegation fully endorses
the statement mode by the delegation of Paland.
The President asked if a vote could be taken on this amendment to
Article 3 as it appears in Appendix B.

He said that a show of hands is the normal

method of voting but that there are provisions for other methods of voting.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) expressed the opinion that on such on important
matter a roll-call vote should be token, and considered it essential that the
Secretariat should have in its files the names of the Members who have accepted this
amendment, the names of those who have not accepted it or abstained.
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The President announced that a roll-call vote would be taken.
This was done.
Mr.
vote.

~

(U.S.S.R.) then explained why the U.S.S.R. had abstained in this

He said that the Article is a very important one, and that they had several

times explained to Cangress that from the scientific and technical point of view
our Organization should be as for as possible a universal one, and the proposal
to give our Organization that universal character has been mode known for a long
time, but for one or another reason was always rejected.

He went on to soy that

the proposed amendment is certainly not harmful but, on the other hond, is locking
in substance and that in their view the Convention should not be amended to make
on unsubstantial or minor change.
The result of the vote was as follows:
Votes in favour:

60

Algeria

Ghana

Argentino

Greece

Australia

Guatemala

Belgium

Guyana

Botswana

Iceland

Brazil

Iron

Burundi

Ireland

Canada

Israel

Chad

Italy

Chino, Republic of

Ivory Coast

Cyprus

Jamaica

Ecuador

Japan

Finland

Kenya

France

Korea, Republic of

Goban

Luxembourg

Germany, Federal Republic of

Madagascar
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Malaysia

Sweden

Mali

Switzerland

Mexico

Thailand

Morocco

Togo

Netherlands

Trinidad and Tobago

New Zealand

Turkey

Nicaragua

Uganda

Niger

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

Norway

Philippines

United States of America

Portugal

Upper Volta

Saudi Arabia

Uruguay

Senegal

Venezuela

Singapore

Viet-Nom, Republic of

Spain

Abstentions:

49

Afghanistan

Hungary

Albania

Indio

Austria

Indonesia

Barbados

Iraq

Bulgaria

Jordon

Burma

Khmer Republic

Byelorussian, S. S. R.

Kuwait

Cameroon

Laos

Chile

Lebonon

Colombia

Libyan Arab Republic

Congo, People's Republic of

Mauritania

Cuba

Mauritius

Czechoslovakia

Mongolia

Dahomey

Nepal

Denmark

Nigeria

Ethiopia

Pakistan
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Panama

Tanzania, United Republic of

Peru

Tunisia
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Poland

Ukrainian, S.S.R.

Romania

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Rwanda

United Arab Republic

Somalia

Yemen, People's Democratic
Republic of

South Africa
Sudan

Yugoslavia

Syria

Zambia

The President declared that the proposal was therefore not accepted by
Congress, adding that for approval of such amendment a two thirds majority of Members who ore States is required.
The President then proceeded by asking if there were any comments on
Appendix A.
Mr. Venerando Pereira (Brazil) reiterated opposition to the interpretation of Article 28 giVen under paragraph 5.1.2 (b) of Appendix A, stating that
this interpretation is not acceptable to his government.
Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) supported the statement made by the delegate from
Brazil, believing that it should be left to the country and not to Congress to
solve the problem of whether it would entail financial consequences.
The President asked whether a roll-call vote should be taken, but suggested
that the other items of the document should first be discussed.
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Mr. Ayadi (Tunisia) referring to paragraph 5.1.2 (d) of Appendix A said
that it hod been agreed that whenever an amendment does not obtain a two-thirds
majority of Members which are Stotes but obtains a two_thirds majority of the vote
taken, the amendment is not considered as approved but a new vote sholl take
place at the next Congress.

He asked for clarification regarding the advantage

of postponing a vote from one Congress to another and suggested that a matter
arising at a Congress should be dealt with to its conclusion by that Congress.

The President announced that discussion of this item would be suspended,
in order that the results of the vote for the election of members of the Executive
Committee could be announced.

He then read out the results as follows:

Number of voting slips
Abstentions
Invalid
Valid
Mr. Abayomi

109
0
7
102
47

Mr. Acquaah

62

Mr. Azmy

54

Mr. Bobinski

75

Mr. Coronel Porro

74

Mr. F,a

70

Mr. Fedorov

78

Mr. Mason

73

Mr. Romanisarivo

31

Mr. Samiullah

60

Mr. SUssenberger

80

Mr. Takohashi

61

.Mr. Tchibozo

35

Mr. Tewungwa

62
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He continued by announcing that since the majority required was 52 votes,
the following candidates were elected:
Mr. ·SUssenberger
Mr. Fel1orov
Mr. Bobinski
Mr. Coronel Parra
Mr. Mason
Mr. Feo
Mr. Acquaah
Mr. Tewungwa
Mr. Takahashi
Mr. Samiullah
Mr. Azmy

the President also stated that all the places on the Executive Committee where filled
by this single vote and no further vote was needed.
who had been elected.

He then congratulated all those

Returning to agenda item 5, he said that this was a difficult

matter and suggested that the discussion should be suspended until the next day.

He

reminded delegates that they would then have the pleasure of hearing the SecretoryGeneral of the United Nations, U. Thont.
The meeting was ajourned at 5.30 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE TENTH PLENARY MEETING
29 April 1971, at 9.34 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.34 a.m.
58.

Secretar -General's
Agenda item 4.7

41)

Mr. Schneider (chairman of the COmmittee on Administrative and Financial
Questions} submitted for approval document Cg-VI/PINK 41.
Mr. Cressman (U.S.A.) mode the following statement:
"The United States is highly satisfied with the outstanding performance of

the present Secretory-General, and has voted to continue his contract each time
it was considered from the time of his original appointment.
"However, my Government feels that the proposed salary level of US S 28 700

is too high.

This would unbalance the present salary scale for top executive

officers within the United Nations system, particularly comparable specialized
agencies.

In fact, this salary level would place our Secretary-General at the

same level as an Under_Secretary of the United Nations and well above that of
practically all directors of meteorological services, as the delegates present
are well awore.
We realize, however, that there is a rising trend in salaries, but we do not
believe that the WMO should set the pace.

We believe that, as in the past, the

Executive Committee should review the salary of the Secretary-General periodically
and make appropriate adjustments carrespanding to salaries paid to secretariesgeneral of comparable organizations."
The draft Resolution 4.7/1 was adopted and the text appended to the report
for insertion in the general summary was approved without discussion.

The President presented the document Cg-VI/PINK 50 which contained a pro_
posed text for the general summary, to place on record the decision taken by Congress
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at a previous plenary meeting.
The text was approved.
60.

Consolidated re art on amendments to Technical Re ulations
Agenda item 2.6
Cg-VI PINK 44; PINK 44, CORR. 1
Mr. Mason (chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget) submitted

document Cg-Vr/PINK 44, representing his committee's report on the above-mentioned
agenda item.
Draft Resolution 2.6/1 and the text contained in the appendices to the
document were approved without discussion.

g.

Pro ramme on
Agenda item

and His Environment - A lied Climatolo

Mr. Mason (chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget) submitted
document Cg-Vr/PINK 45 which recommended the adoption of the draft text on this item.
Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) expressed the opinion that, if the Congress wished to
have the Climatic Atlas issued early, the question of its preparation should be
examined by the Executive Committee and not by the Commission for Special Applications
of Meteorology and Climatology which was not going to meet until 1973.
The President agreed with Mr. Fedorov that the matter could be left to the
Executive Committee.

The proposed text in the appendix to the above-mentioned docu-

ment was then approved.
62.

Technical Co-o eration Pro ramme includin the Voluntar Assistance Proramme
Partici ation of the WHO in the United Nations Develo ment
Pro ramme UNDP
Agenda item 3.4.2) (Cg-VI/PINK 32)
Mr. Schneider (chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial

Questions) submitted for approval document Cg-VI/PINK 32 with the deletion in draft
Resolution 3.4.2/1 under REQUESTS the Secretory_General:
the inclusion in their programme requestsi"·

(1) of "and to encourage
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Draft Resolution 3.4.2/1 as amended and the text in the appendices were
approved without discussion.
63.

Revision of General

Agenda item 5.2
Mr. Acguoah (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal Questions)
submitted his committee's second report contained in document Cg-VI/PINK 28 which
recommended the adoption of the draft resolution and the text.
Draft Resolution 5.2/2 and the text appended to the report were approved
without discussion.

64.

Technical Co-o erotion Pro ramme includin the Voluntar Assistance
Pro ramme - or onization of the technical co-o eration activities in
the Secretariat

(Agenda item 3.4.4)

Ceg-VI/PINK 46)

Mr. Schneider (chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial
Questions) submitted document Ca-VI/PINK 46.
The draft text oppended to the document was approved without discussion.
The President suspended the meeting for about 10 minutes.
65.

The President, on behalf of the delegates, welcomed U Thant, Secretary-

General of the United Nations, with the following words:
"Mr. Secretary-General of the United Nations, Delegates to Congress, Ladies
and Gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure to welcome U Thant, the SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations, to the Sixth World Meteorological Congress.
U Thant is indeed such a well known figure in world affairs that a lengthy introduction is, I am sure, unnecessary.

let me simply recall that he has held his

high office for 10 years and has done so with great distinction and high ability.
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"I should like to recall also that almost exactly four years ago on this
some platform, I had the pleasure of welcoming U Thant and inviting him to
address the Fifth Congress.
"Despite his many preoccupations in matters of high political significance,
he has demonstrated in so many ways his realization of the importance of solving
the economic and social problems which beset the world.

We have in this present

Congress discussed the role of WMO in encouraging and fostering economic development and social progress, especially in the developing countries of the world.
"The presence of U Thant here today and his willingness to address us,
demonstrates his interest in our work.
"Mr. Secretory-General, I welcome you most warmly and I invite you to
address us."
U Thant, Secretary-General of the United Notions, then addressed the house
with the following statement:
"First of all, I wont to express my thanks to you, Mr. President, for your
very kind introduction.
"Mr. President, Dr. Davies, distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
it gives me great pleasure to address the present Congress of the World Meteorological Organization, not least because four years have elapsed since I was lost
priviliged, as the President has just stated, to shore my thoughts with this distinguished gathering.
"The thrust of internationol action through the United Notions system in
support of the economic and social goals set forth in the Charter owes its
remorkable development principally to the individual and concerted efforts of a
large number of autonomous organizations, each entrusted with responsibilities in
particular fields.

To this development the WHO, the antecedents of which stretch

bock for more than nine decodes, has made a long series of distinctive contributions.
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"In recent years these contributions have gained momentum as a result of

the wider recognition of the role of meteorology in economic development.

They

have also assumed particular importance in the light of the growing conviction
that the purposeful expansion and systematic application of the resources of
science and technology are essential to the success of the Second Development
Decade.

We in the United Nations toke pride in this achievement as being in no

small measure the fruit of the close and mutually beneficial association that the
WHO and the United Notions, as well as other organizations within the United
Nations family, have evolved among themselves over the years.
"Perhaps the most imaginative af the recent contributions of the WHO, as
the distinguished delegates are aware, is the World Weather Watch plan which, I
would recall, received its initial impetus from a resolution adopted by the
General Assembly in 1961 concerning the world-wide benefits to be derived from
international co-operation in weather research and analysis.

Although the scheme

formally come into force only in 1968, substantial progress has been achieved in
the establishment of arrangements for more comprehensive weather observation,
for world and regional centres to process the wealth of meteorological data thus
gathered, and for a global system of communications to make the data available
to national weather services with a minimum of delay.

The United Nations has,

of course, been kept fully informed of these developments and, bearing in mind
that the WWW was designed from the outset as a dynamic system responsive to
changing conditions and improved techniques, has been following with special
interest the deliberations of this Congress regarding the further development of
the plan.
"Developed in response to the General Assembly resolution to which I have
just referred, and closely allied to the WWW, the WMO Research Programme also
had great significance for future progress in the science ond practice of
meteorology.

In particular, an encouraging start has been mode in defining the

nature and scope of the Global Atmospheric Research Programme and in planning a
number of experiments associoted with it.

It is to be hoped that with a reinforce-

ment of resources the programme will progressively enhance our understanding of
the lorge-scale behaviour of the atmosphere and lead to a clearer definition
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not only of the possibilities of weather forecasting, but even perhaps of
artificial weather and climate modification.

"Of equal concern to the United Nations are the technical assistance activities of WHO which relate not only to the overall development of the science of
meteorology and to the improvement of its application even in the developed
countries, but particularly to the provision of assistance to the developing
countries.

WMO's participation in UNDP has enabled it to extend over a period of

many years substantial meteorological assistance to about one hundred countries.
By way of supplement, the WMO Vol un tory Assistance Progromme, sustained by contributions

fro~

Members mainly in the form of equipment and services, has delivered

much needed help to developing countries in the

i~plementotion

to WWW for which other sources were not readily available.

of projects related

In this, as in other

areas of WHO activity, the UN has on interest in the rational expansion and
development of programmes in the interests especially of the developing countries.

"Nowhere is the cross-sectoral character of the activities of the WHO and
the crucial importance in that regard of effective inter-agency collaboration more
evident than in the WHO Programme on the Interaction of Man and His Environment.
Covering a wide range of technical and scientific activities aimed at applying
knowledge of atmospheric processes for practical purposes, the programme could be
regarded as the major raison d'@tre of the WHO.

The

i~plications

of the programme

extend to fields as diverse as agriculture and food production, water resources,
transportation by air, sea and land, the exploitation of the oceans, atmospheric
pollution, the monitoring and the mitigation of the harmful effects of tropical
storms, and construction techniques as well as building design.

These are but

0

few illustrations of the interest of WHO, together with the other members of the
UN family, in co-operative action to protect ond develop the earth's lifesustaining essentials within the framework of accelerated economy and social
progress.
"In this context may I be permitted to reiterate wy appreciotion of WHO's
contribution to the formulation of the strategy for the SiOcond Development Decade.
I am confident thot the

W~10

will playa full port il1 the collective action inh8rent
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in that strategy including, in particular, the working out of appropriate
mechanisms for review and appraisal.

I am equally gratified to ndte that, given

our common preoccupation with the quality of human life as the overriding purpose
of development, the UN con continue to rely on the vigorous co_operation of the
WMO in the world-wide action now under preparation for the Stockholm Conference
on arotection of the Human Environment.
"My remarks so for will have made it clear that the UN recognizes that
questions of weather and climate have on all-prevailing influence on a wide spec_

trum of international action aimed at improving the quality of life on earth.
Further, a good deal of the work of WHO, as of any other agency, closely affects,
and is either essential to or dependent upon, the activities of other members of
the UN family.

From this consideration stems the concern of the UN, which I know

is shared by WHO, to promote effective co-operation, proper co_ordination and,
wherever necessary, concerted action.
governmental level in the

This concern is reflected at the inter-

ongoing endeavours of the Economic and Social Council

for instance, to discharge more effectively its policy-making and co-ordinating
responsibilities and to promote habits of common planning and common action.

It

is also exemplified at the inter-secretariat level in the continuing rationalization of the network of arrangements for consultation developed by the ACC in
support of the work of ECOSOC.

In the discharge of this and numerous other tasks,

the ACC has had the benefit of the active participation of my valued colleague
and esteemed friend, Mr. Davies, who, I should mention, is also the Convenor of
the ACC Functionol Group on the Human Environment, and to whom I toke this oppOr_
tunity to extend my very warm congratulations on his appointment as SecretaryGeneral of WHO for a fifth term.
"In conclusion, Mr. President, let me stress that the proclamation by the
General

A~sembly

of the Second Development Decade, together with the various pro_

posals for reform flowing from the different evaluation exercises recently under_
taken within the UN system, has added enormously to the range and scope of inter_
nationol work.

These developments underline the urgent need for a closer
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integration of the efforts, the thinking and the functioning of the organizations
of the system.

In expressing the hope that the system will prove equal to this

great challenge, I am encouraged by the ever growing realization on the port of
all the components of the system that, bearing in mind the interaction and mutual
complementarity of their different functions, no significant part of their respective responsibilities can be isolated from the context of other facets of economic
and social development.

In the same context I am also heartened by the mutual

confidence and sense of partnership and also the sense of participation that have
been built up between the various arms of the system over the years and which are
exemplified in the relations between WMO and the UN.

Thank you."

The President thanked U Thant with the following statement:

"I am sure you will wish me to express to U Thant our deep appreciation of
the statement he has just mode.

In his remarks, he hos touched upon all the main

issues which present themselves to WHO and which we have been discussing together
at this Congress in the past weeks.
World

\~eather

Watch;

I refer, of course, to such items as:

the Research Programme;

of Man and His Environment;

the

the Programme on the Interaction

and to the Technical Co-operation Programme.

"I would like to assure our distinguished visitor that we are very mindful
of our responsibilities and, despite the chill financial wind which is blowing
through our present deliberations, I om confident that HMO will be able to face
up to these responsibilities - both as regards activities which are of direct
assistance to the Members of WHO and as regards the no less important but perhaps
less direct assistance which WHO renders to the same Member countries by its
active collaboration with the United Notions and the other specialized agencies.

"In conclusion, let me repeat, Hr. Secretory-General, t'":ot .... e consider it on
honour and a privilege that you have come once again to a

W~10

Congress.

The state-

ment you have made shows very clearly your understanding of the role which WHO hos
to ploy and this will serve as a great source of encouragement to us 011.

"In the name of all participants to CongIes.s

f

1 thank

fOU

most sincerely."
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Agenda item 5.1
Cg-VljPiNK 34)
The President

re-op~ned

the discussion of this ogenda item which had been

suspended at the close of the previous plenary session.

In this connexion, he recalled

that the delegates of Brazil and the U.S.S.R. hod already spoken to parograph 5.1.2 (b)
of the text proposed for inclusion in the general summary and invited further dis-

cussion.
Mr. J. COYO de Murillo (Peru) expressed his support for the positions
enunciated by the delegates from Brazil and the U.S.S.R. and indicated that his
Government could not accept the proposed interpretation of the Convention.
The President noted that there was disagreement as regards the inclusion
of the proposed .text of paragraph 5.1.2 (b) in the generol summary and di~ected that
a vote

bQ

taken

by roll call of Member States.

The results of the vote as

regards the inclusion of the proposed text were:
Votes in favour:

38

Argentina

Greece

BelgiUm

Guatemala

Brazil

Iceland

Bulgaria

Israel

Cameroon

Itoly

Canada

Ivory Coast

Chad

Jamaica

Colombia

Japan

Dahomey

Korea, Republic of

Ecuador

Netherlands

Finland

New Zealand

Gabon

Nicaragua

Germany, Federal Republic of

Niger

Ghana

Norway
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United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

Philippines
Senegal
Sweden

United States of America

Switzerland

Upper Vol to

Trinidad and Tobago

Venezuela

Turkey
Votes against:

20

Byelorussian S,S,R,

Spain

Cuba

Syria

Czechoslovakia

Tunisia

Hungary

Ukrainian S,S.R.

Ireland

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Mongolia

United Arab Republic

Peru

Uruguay

Poland

Yemen, People's Democratic
Republic of

Portugal

Yugoslavia

Romanio
South Africa
Abstentions:

40

Afghani stan

Cyprus

Algeria

Denmark

Australia

Ethiopia

Austria

France

Barbados

Guyana

Botswana

India

Burma

Indonesio

Burundi

Iran

Chile

Iraq

China, Republic of

Kenya

Congo, People's Republic of

Khmer Republic
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Ku"ai t

Pakistan

Laos

Panama

Libyan Arab Republic

Singapore

Madagascar

Tanzania

Mali

Thailand

Mauri tius

Togo

Mexico

Uganda

Morocco

Viet-Nom, Republic of

Nigeria

Zambia

The President announced that the proposal had foiled to obtain the required
two-thirds majority of Members which are States and was therefore lost.

In accordance

with this decision, the text of paragraph 5.1.2 (b) was deleted from the text proposed
for inclusion in the general summary.
The President proposed that the text of sub-paragraph 5.1.2 (c) be amended
by the addition of the words "for or against" at the end of the paragraph.
It was so

agree~_.*..

Mr. M. Ayodi (Tunisia) stated that, as regarded the text of sub_
paragraph 5.1.2 (d), he sow no purpose in providing for the automatic resubmission
to the succeeding Congress of a proposed amendment to the Convention which hod foiled
to be adopted.

Mlle. M. A. Martin Sane (France) stated that she agreed in part with the
comments of the delegate from Tunisia.

She, therefore, proposed that the word

"approved" in the second line of sub-paragraph 5.1.2 (c) be changed to "accepted" and
that the final phrase "unless, for any reason, Congress decides otherwise" be changed
to "if Congress so decides.".
It

was.~o ~reed.
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The President noted that as sub-paragraph 5.1.2 (b) was not
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Qdopt~d,

the first sentence of the proposed text of paragraph 5.1.5 was no longer applicable.
He therefore proposed the deletion of the first sentence with the second

~entence

to

remain as the text of paragraph 5.1.5.
It was so agreed.
There being no further comments tile texts of paragraphs 5.1.1 to 5.1.5 as
amended were approved for inclusion in the general summary.

67.

Relations with the
Agenda item 5.3

and other or anizations
and Cg-VI,PINK 49

Mr. F. A. A. Acguaah, chairman of the Committee on General and Legal Questions, presented his first report on this item as contained in document Cg_VI/PINK 48.
There being no comment. Congress adopted draft Resolution 5.3/1 {~-VI) and
paragraphs 5.3.6 to 5.3.9 for inclusion in the general summa!":}'.

Mr. F. A. A. Acguaah, chairman of the Committee on General and Legal Questions, presented his second report on this item as contained in document Cg-VI/PINK 49.
Academician E. K. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) made the following statement:
(According to translation from Russian to English)
"Thank you, Mr. President.

nThe Soviet delegation supports the draft resolution submitted for the
consideration of Congress by the GEN Committee, but considers that it is necessary
to note in the minutes that our Organization has not so far implemented some of the
important provisions of UN General Assembly Resolution 2555.
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"Paragraph 3 of Resolution 2555 recommends that specialized agencies should

increase the scope of their assistance to refugees from oppressed colonial Territories - not only have we not increased the scope of assistance but, in general,
have not so for given any assistance at all.
"Paragraph 4 of Resolution 2555 recommends that specialized organizations
should develop concrete programmes for giving assistance to peoples struggling
for notional independence against colonial oppression.

We have not developed any

such con rete progrommes.
"Paragraph 5 of Resolution 2555 recommends that specialized agencies should
establish special arrangements with the Organization of African Unity in order to
implement paragraphs 3 and 4.

WHO has no such arrangements with the Organization

of African Unity.
IIParagraph 7 of Resolution 2555 recommends that specialized ogencies should
work out measures aimed at discontinuing any form of collaboration with the governments of a number of countries.

Such measures, not only for discontinuing collabora_

tion/ but also completely feasible measures for decreasing collaboration have not
been worked out.

liThe delegation of the Soviet Union does not intend to resume discussion here
on these questions, such discussions having already token place at meetings of the
committee, but considers that non-implementation of these recommendations is a dis-·
tinct foiling in the work of WHO.

The delegation expresses the hope that the new

members of the Executive Committee and the Bureau will toke the necessary steps for
implementation in the very near futUre.
"Thank you, Sir."
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~lr. S.A. Engelbr~.h! (South Africa) mode the following statement:

"Mr. President, it is not my intention to repeat here what my delegation
said in Committee to explain why the WHO is not unconditionally committed to
implement resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations; nor what the
basis is of our contention that it would be unconstitutional to toke any action,
based on political considerations, against a Member of this organization.
"I merely wish to state for the record that it is regrettable that certain
distinguished delegates have seen fit to inject highly contentious issues of a
political nature into the deliberations of this technical body.

The fact that

my delegation has not reacted to the political accusations levelled at my country
should, however, in no way be construed as acceptance on
dity.

a~r

port of their vali-

We have not replied to these allegations since it is our conviction that a

meeting of this organization is not the proper place for such discussions.
"I sincerely hope, Mr. President, that in future distinguished delegates
will refrain 'from turning technical discussions into a political debate.

It is

essential that the high ideals, enshrined in the Convention, be upheld at all times.
"May I request, Mr. President, that this statement be reflected in the records.
"Thank you Mr. President."

Mr. A. Silva de Sousa (Portugal) node the following statement:
"Mr. President, Sir, the Portuguese delegation followed the debates at the
Committee on General and Legal Question concerning Resolution 2555 (XXV) adopted
by the General Assembly of the United Nations.
"The position of the Portuguese Government ort this matter and its protest
against this resolution were presented to the General Assembly of the United
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Notions which is the appropriate international forum for the consideration of
political issues.

"However, the Portuguese delegotion has to express here its regret for the
foct that the consideration of this subject was used by some delegations for

statements which do not correspond to the reality cnd that involve questions of
a purely politicol nature which are outside the purposes of our Organization
and the functions of Congress.

"For these reasons, the Portuguese delegation did not make any intervention

during the debates on the matter under consideration.

However, on behalf of the

Portuguese Government, it reiterates here, the protest already presented at the

United Notions.

"The Portuguese delegation whishes to use this opportunity to affirm that the
Portuguese administration fully recognizes the interdependence of Meteorological
Services in their efforts to contribute to the safe-guard of human life and property on land, on the sea and in the air and to supply the adequate meteorological
information needed for application by the many other human activities involved in
the fostering of economical and social development of popUlations.
"Therefore, the I"kltional Meteorological Service of Portugal will continue
its efforts in order to meet its obligations and activities within the framework
of the World Weather Watch and other programmes of the World Meteorological
Organization approved by the Sixth Congress and other constituent bodies.
"To terminate, Mr. President, my delegation requests the verbatim insertion
of this statement in the minutes of this plenary meeting.
I sholl supply the Secretariat with the text in writing.
"Thank you, Mr.- President."

For this purpose,
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There being no further comment,

t~e
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texts of Paragraphs

were adopted for inc1u_sion in the general sU_f!1'!1Qry.

The meeting rose at 11.35 a.m.

149

~.~~10

to 5.3.19

150

MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
29 April 1971, at 3.35

p.~.

The meeting opened at 3.35 p.m.

68.

financial

Consolidated Bud
Agenda item 3,6

eried 1972_1975

Dr. B,J. Mason, Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, presented

his Committee's report as contained in document Cg-VIjPINK 51.

He pointed out that

the Secretory-General's original proposed totol budgetary estimate of some

US 820 000 000 hod been reduced by his Committee to US $17 300 000.

This lotter

figure however included allocations of $300 000 for long_term fellowships and

$200 000 for administrative support to the Voluntary Assistance Programme (VAP) which
hod not been foreseen in the Secretory-General's original proposals.

Moreover to

offset any small anomalies which might have resulted from the Committee's procedure
in reducing budgetary provisions covering a wide spectrum of the Organization's activities it had recommended an amendment to Financial RegUlation 4.2. This amendment
provides for a transfer of up to 3

% (as

opposed to 1

% previously)

allocation of anyone section of the budget to another section.

of the budgetary

This provision, the

Committee felt, would allow the Secretory-General some measure of flexibility in
making optimum use of the funds aVoUable under the proposed budget. The chairman also
said that a total of 230 established posts in the Secretariat was recommended and that
within these a limit of one 0.2 post, five D.l posts and ten P.5 posts was suggested.
He therefore recommended that the draft text contained in Appendix A and the draft
Resolution 3.6/1 (Cg-VI) contained in Appendix 8 of Cg-VI/PINK 51 be adopted by
Congress.
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Dr. D.A. Davies, Secretory-General, mode the following statement:
"Thank yoU Hr. President. 1 am sorry to intervene at this stage in the
debate on the programme and budget for the next period. I do so because
believe

would be foiling in my duty if 1 did not express my very real

concern at the proposal which is before you. I realize of course that
Congress is the supreme body and that whatever decision Congress may
ultimately toke this must be followed and it is, I feel sure, hardly necessary
for me to soy that I sholl, as always, do everything within my power to execute
the wishes of Congress.
some.

I know that the Secretariat as a whole will do the

My disquiet arises because it seems clear to me that it will not be

possible fully to implement the programme which you are about to approve with
the financial resources which are proposed.

If this assessment is correct

then it follows that the programme rendered will fall short of your wishes
and the overall progress of the Organization will be impeded and slowed down.
I have no wish Hr. President to go into detail in this plenary meeting, but
it is relevant to point out that on the one hand considerable addi tions have
been made to the programme of the Organization in mony areas such as GARP
and in particular the SMG, operational hydrology, ocean affairs, tropical
storm project, standardization of air pollution measurements, preparation
and follow up of the Stockholm Congress on Human Environment.

New and

additional responsibilities have been given to the Secretariat: New organs
have been created and others have been expanded.
standable and indeed encouraging.

All this is very under-

On the other hand, however, the support

for these activities has been strictly curtailed as regards funds for
meetings, common services and stoff.

For example, the funds for supporting

the work of the Technical Commissions, Regional Associations and Panels of
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the Executive Committee have been reduced to levels which in some cases are

lower than those provided four years ogo, whilst at the same time their
tasks have been increased in mony CDses.
know, costs continue to rise.

And this at

Q

time when os we all

If one looks at the question from the point of

view of staff olone, the proposals authorize me to recruit 20 additional
stoff over a period of four years.
asked for.

This is less than half of what I had

But even with this authority it would he quite impossible to

apply this authority with the financial resources proposed. There is much
more, Mr. President, that I could say in similar vein, but I will not ahuse
the time of Congress by enlarging further.

I recognize that the proposals

provide for much greater flexibility in the utilization of funds and this
will, af course, be of assistance.

But the disparity between programme on

one side and budget on the other, seems to me to be too great to reconcile
simply by a more flexible approach.

r conclude as I began, Mr. President,

by saying that r feel I would be rendering

0

disservice to the Organization i f

I did not make my views known to you at this time. These same views have,
of course, been presented by my representatives in

the working committees.

I repeat also that whatever may be the outcome the Secretariat as a whole
will do its best to execute the wishes of Congress. Thank you Sir."

70.

The President then called for comments on the budget proposals as contained

in document Cg-Vr/PINK 51.

71.

Mr. Seck (Senegal) requested the deletion in the French text of Appendix A,

page 3, of the grades P.5 indicated under the regional offices: Africa and
Lotin

America.

It was so agreed.
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72.

Dr. SUssenberger (Fe-deral Republic of Germany) felt that the arrangements

for discussing both the programme of the Organization and the budget in one committee
had been very satisfactory and recommended that the some procedure be adopted by
future Congresses.

He congratulated the Chairman of the Programme and Budget

Committee on his very able handling of the discussions.

With particular reference

to the programme for the sixth financial period he referred to the new tasks to be
shouldered by the Organization.

He mentioned the new targets for the World Weather

Watch and the Global Atmospheric Research Programme, and the increased responcibilities
in the fields of human environment, hydrology and oceanography. The United Nations
and the governments of Members he pointed out would expect prompt action on the port
of WHO in implementing these programmes. In this light he felt that the present
budget as proposed in Cg-VljPINK 51 was insufficient and intimated that his Government
would be prepared to support the budget of 17.5 million and, indeed, 17.7 million if
this was felt necessary by Congress.

73.

Mr. Novai (Iron) supported the statements made by the Secretory-General and

Mr. Sussenberger and recommended that the budget of the Organization be increased to
17.7 million.

He felt that this was the minimum amount with which the Secretary-

General could be expected to implement the

74.

~ork

of the Organization.

Dr. Gibbs (Australia) soid that there was no doubt everyone recognized that

the next financial period would be a critical one for WHO.

However, he pointed out

that, in a sense, the budget of the Organization comprised not only those of the
Secretariat and the constituent bodies of WMO, but olso those of the individual
national Meteorological

Servic~s.

Tnere wos no question tnat

of the WMO ond WHO Secretariat played

0

th~

constituent bodies

crucial role, but on a global- scole the

national Meteorological Services contributed considerobly to the development of
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meteorology.

For example, many developed countries contribute substantially to the

Voluntary Assistance Programme, including the few who made up the bulk of the regular
budget of the Organization.

He mode special reference to the $200 000 which hod been

allocated for support to the Voluntary Assistance Programme.

He hoped that the

Secretory-General would be given some flexibility in using this amount.

He personally

felt that a large proportion of this sum should be used to provide supporting
personnel for the World Weather Watch activities as a whole. He said that although
Australia made only a modest contribution to the overall budget, he was prepared to
support an increase to 17.5 million.

75.

Dr. Cressman (U.S.A.) pointed out that as the U.S.A. was a major contributor

under both the regular budget and the VAP he would like to reiterate and emphasize
his delegation's position on the budget.

He considered that adequate provision had

been mode in the budget os proposed by the Committee in document Cg-VI/PINK 51. He
pointed out that there was a substontiol increase in the budget as compared to that
of the last financial period.

In this respect he felt that reasonable limits

encouraged efficiency, whereas excessive increases could lead to certain unforeseen
problems.

He wished, therefore, to maintain the budget proposed by the Committee,

and requested that any votes taken on this item be conducted by roll call.

76.

Academician Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) felt that the present discussion would not be

very productive.

This item hod already been discussed for many days and certain

decisions hod been token.

It was

no~

possible to reopen detailed discussions, and

Cg-VI/PINK 51 should only be considered from a general point of view.

He felt that

the present increos? proposed from 12 million to almost 18 million, representing on
annual increase of 8

%was

excessive.

He questioned whether any notional Meteoro-
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logicol Service could justify such an increase in relation to their notional economic
growths.

He felt not.

He referred to Parkinsons Low and soid that already the

Secretariat produced more documents than could be easily assimilated
most notional Services.

o~

even read in

Moreover, despite the foct that his Service employed more

than 10000 people he found it difficult to find sufficient numbers of people to
to the innumerable meetings organized by the Secretariat.

In his view

~end

opti~um se~es

could only be achieved by eliminating excessive bureo.ucracy. For these reasons he
supported the budget contained in Cg-VIJPINK 51, although even this he considered too
high.

He pointed out that the U.S.S.R. mode large contributions to the Voluntary

Assistance Programme and other programmes, and warned that if the' budget of the
Organization become too great these might have to be reduced proportionally.

By this

he did not intend to suggest that the U.S,S.R. was not prepared to assist developing
countries in every way possible.

He suggested that if some Members wished to in-

crease the budget further then they should be prepared to make up the difference. In
conclusion he recommended that the budget as contained in Cg-VIjPINK 51 be adopted.
~.

The President asked the Chairman of the Programme and Budget Committee to

summorize briefly the feelings of his Committee on the budget.
78.
follows.

Dr.

~,

Chairman of the Programme and Budget Committee, explained os

In the first instance the Committe.e agreed that the originol budget of

20 million submitted by the Secretary-General should be reduced to
17 million.

approximat~ly

Subsequent discussions led to cuts which brought the pro,posed budget

down to on omount of 17.2 million.

Following this, additional budget allocations

of $300 000 and $200 000 were added in
ships and VAP support respectively.

resp~ct

of provisions for long-term fellow-

This brought the new proposed total to
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17.7 million.

Unanimous agreement hod not been achieved on this figure and, indeed,

four figures were proposed for the maximum total budget.
17.3 million, 17.5 million and 17.7 milm-n.
procedure.

These were 17 million,

The Committee then adopted the following

The four totals would be put to a vote commencing with that furthest

removed from the figure of 17.7 million orrived ot during the earlier discussions. The
figure adopted would be that achieving a simple majority on the basis of a show of
hands.

On this premise the figure of 17.3 million was adopted, having been supported

by 46 delegations as opposed to 43 against.
79.

The President suggested that one could also start from the figure of

17.7 million and proceed to the lower values.

He suggested that an initial

expression of opinion on this matter be obtained by

!!.Q..

0

show of hands.

Dr. Cressman (U.S.A.) appreciated the Chairman's remarks but said that a

show of hands was an inexact process and insisted on a roll call vote •

.!!!..

Academician

~

(U.S.S.R.)

supported the view of the delegate of the

U.S.A. on a roU call vote and stated that only the figure proposed by the Programme and
Budget Committee should be voted upon.
~.

The President explained that only on initial expression of opinion would be

obtained by a show of hands but that the final vote could be taken by roll call if
necessary.

He then called for a show of hands of those in favour of 17.7 million;

15 votes were recorded.

A similar call for those in favour of 17.5 million produced

36 votes in favour.
~.

Dr. Schregardus (Netherlands) requested clarification on the voting pro-

cedure. His view was that delegates should vote for one figure only,
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~.

The President agreed that this was so and conducted a new vote on

17.5 million; 28 votes of approval were then obtained.
favour of 17.3 million produced 61 votes in favour.

A similar call for those in

In the light of the high majority

in favour of 17.3 million, this figure was adopted as the total buget allocation for
the sixth financial period.
Draft Resolution 3.6/1 CCg-VI) - Maximum expenditures for the sixth financial
period 1972-1975 and its annex contained in Appendix B of Cg-VI/PINK 51 was approved
without further comment,
85.

The president called for comments on the proposed text for inclusion in the

general summary as contained in Appendix A of Cg-VIjPINK 51.
86.

Mr. Bessemoulin (France) referred to the earlier statement by the delegate

of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Without intending to be critical he felt that

the procedure followed during this present Congress of discussing both the programme
and budget in the some Committee was not the best.

It meant that it was not possible

for both aspects to be considered in sufficient detail and as a result more emphasis
had been placed on financial implications than on technical aspects.

He felt that it

would be more efficient to discuss these items in separate Committees.

He then

referred to paragraph 3.6.3 of Appendix A of the French text and suggested that the
word "crees" in line 7, be amended to read "existonts",
of the footnote on page 1 of Appendix A.

He also requested explanation

He understood the inclusion of a reference

to the stoff of the Technical Co-operation Deportment but requested information as to
why the WMOjICSU GARP Joint Plonning Stoff and the Scientific and Management Group far
the GARP Tropical Experiment hod been mentioned.
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Dr. Mason, Chairman of the Programme and Budget Committee, commenting on

the last point, stated that the staff referred to were recruited on a temporary basis·
only and when senior appointments were made it was felt useful to indicate that
these posts did not form a part of the established staff of the Secretariat.
~.

It was agreed that the French text should be amended as requested.

89.

Mr. Reyes Rivera (El Salvador) made the following statement:
"Thank you, Mr. President.

I would like to refer to the text paragraph 3.6J3

of Appendix A, where something is soid about the organic structure of the
Secretariat.

The PRO Committee has decided to establish a post of Assistant

Secretory-General in order to co-ordinate the different technical and
scientific activities of the Organization.

But if we look at the structure

as it is submitted to us in this document, we see that the Assistant
Secretary-General comes after the Deputy Secretary-General, and it gives
the impression that he will have to co-ordinate all the departments under
him.

This was not the intention of the Committee.

On the other hand, this

was one of the concerns of the delegations who asked that the Africa and
Latin America Regional Offices be directly under the Secretary-General, and
also I am much concerned by this document because I do not see anything of
this kind.

I would therefore like the following words to be added to page 2

of Appendix A

'According to the decision that the Secretary-General

provides increasing assistance to Regional Associations and in line with the
terms of reference of the Regional Representatives of WHO for Africa and
Latin America, Congress decided that the offices of these Regional
Representatives should be placed directly under the Secretary-General. I The
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organizational diagram should of course be amended so that these regional
offices are directly under the Secretary-General.

It can then be said that

they truly co-ordinate the scientific and technical activities for which
they are responsible. n
Appendix A as contained in Cg-VI/PINK 51 was approved without further
discussion.
The meeting rose at 4.53. p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE TWELFTH PLENARY MEETING
30 April 1971; at 9.40 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.40 a.m.

2Q.

Organization of the session (Agenda item 1) (eg-VI/PINK 58)
The President presented document Cg-VI/PINK 58.

The text in the appendix to document Cg-VI/PINK 58 was approved without
discus sion for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session.

91.

of the Or anization
Mr. Mason, Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, introducing

the report on item 2.5, said that it might appear that the recommendations in the
report did not lead to any significant change. That was not the case. Major changes
had been made which were reflected in the terms of reference of the new Commissions,
notably the Commission for Basic Systems and the Commission for Special Applications
of Meteorology and Climatology.

The terms of reference of the Commission for Marine

Meteorology had olso been broadened.

In particular, the World Weather Watch had been

closely integrated as a central part of the Organization's activities rather than a
somewhat peripheral one as hitherto.

The new grouping of activities was more logical

and clear-cut than the old and the new structure was more soundly based and less
liable to duplication and overlapping.
He drew attention to draft Resolution 2.5/1 together with its annex containing the structure and terms of reference of the new technical commissions. On behalf
of the Committee on Programme and Budget, he congratulated the members of the special
working group set up to draft those terms of reference on the very hard work they had
done~

He hoped that Congress would adopt the draft resolution.
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Draft Resolution 2.5/1 and its annex were adopted without discussion.
The text for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A of
document Ca-VI/PINK 55 was approved without discussion.

?l.

World Weather Wotch Programme (Agenda item 3.1) CCg-VI/PINK 56)
Mr. Mason, Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Bl!dget, introducing

the report on item 3.1, said that a review of the present status of implementation
of the World Weather Watch Programme revealed much to appreciate the extent to
which the plan had been implemented, but there were still certain deficiencies in the
three major components of the plan.
Since document Cg-VIjboc. 48 containing the poposed WWW plan for the next
four-year period (1972-1975) was long and complex, its detailed examination h.d been
entrusted to

0

small working group.

The amendments to the plan proposed by the work-

ing group were to be found in Appendix B to document Cg-VI/PINK 56.
There had been considerable discussion in the Committee on the importance
of satellites in the GOS, particularly since the principle of remote sounding of the
atmosphere had been approved.

There had also been discussion of the role of weather

ships, and it had been agreed thot, whatever the difficulties of maintaining them
there ought to be no reduction in the number of weather ships now operating in the
Atlantic and other oceans.

It was necessary, therefore, for meteorologists to state

the case for the ships to ensure that they were not disbanded in a period of growing
finoncial stringency.
The proposed new RMCs at Algiers and Brasilia, which conformed to the
accepted criteria, had been included in the list of Regional Meteorological Centres
for 1972-1975.

The Committee, however, hod felt unoble to solve the problem raised

by the request submitted by Morocco and Tunisia and had referred the subject for
further study

to the Executive Committee.
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The Committee on Programme and Budget hoped that Congress would adopt draft

Resolution 3.1/2 and its annex.
Draft Resolution 3.1/2 and its annex were adopted without discussion.
The President invited Congress to discuss the text proposed for inclusion in
the general summary in Appendix A of document Cg-vrjPINK 56.
Mr. Rodriguez Ramirez (Cuba) mode the following statement:
"The Delegation of Cubo, upon studying the contents and draft resolution con-

cerning the World Weather Watch, recognizes the considerable progress which
has been made by the World Weather Watch Programme,

both in connexion with

meteorological equipment and the use of meteorological satellites and
electronic computers, and it supports the

l~test

proposals for intensifying

observotion of, ond research into, otmospheric pollution as a port of the
environmental studies which ore nowadays of decisive importance to human life.
As has quite correctly been said in paragraph 3.1.4.2 of Document 56, there
still remains much to be done bsfore the WWW reaches its full potential.
Our Delegation considers that the rejection of the request for accession to
the WHO mode by socialist countries with organized meteorological services,
and the foct that these countries ore still kept out of the Organization,
thereby denying them, at this stage of scientific development, the universal
right to belong to the Organization, has greatly hindered the aims of the
World Weather Watch which are directed towards a full knowledge of the
te~restrial

atmosphere and which should be of equal benefit to all countries.

Furthermore, this decision contradicts paragraph (2) under REAFFIRMS in the
proposed Resolution 3.1/2.

The World Weather Watch would have more amply
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fulfilled its objectives had the WHO opened its doors to all countries.
Furthermore, our Delegation would draw the attention of this Sixth Congress
to the fact that ot the some time os the World Meteorological Organization
is inviting and

urging

011 its Member countries to work tirelessly for the

development of world meteorology, it is rejecting United Nations agreements
on the peaceful uses of the World Weather Watch, Viet-Nom, in particular and
Indo-China a vast and densely populoted region of the world in general, has
suffered the destruction of nearly half of its meteorological stations, the
loss of the lives of more than 100 scientific and meteorological workers,
terrible destruction of its forest wealth by the use of chemical products
which have altered its ecology and biology and the destruction of hydrological
equipment, all of this at the hands of the armed invasion forces of the
United States and of its allies.
This declaration, Mr. Chairman, has been supported by the socialist countries
of Byelorussia, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania,
Ukraire and the Soviet Union.
I would ask you, Mr. Chairman, to ensure that this statement be noted in the
Minutes of the Plenory session."
He asked that his statement should be inserted in the Minutes.
Mr. Cressman (United States of

America) raised a point of order and stated

that the tribune of the World Meteorological Congress should not be used for political

propaganda •.
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The President ruled that the statement by the delegate of Cuba should be
inserted in the Minutes of the meeting.
Mr. Cressman (United States of America) exercising his right to reply, then
mode the following statement:
"Mr. Choirman, the proper forum for the discussion of such politicol matters
as the one raised by the delegate of Cuba is the United Nations Security

Councilor the General Assembly.

It is not the specialized agencies or sub-

sidiary bodies.

As you will recall since January 1?69, representatives of the United States,
the Republic of Viet-Nom, and the Communists hove been meeting in Paris to
negotiate a peaceful end to the conflict in Viet_Nom.

Raising the question

of Viet-Nam at this meeting therefore serves no purpose other than to interrupt the proceedings with political propaganda.
In accordance with the 1954 Geneva Accords, the basic U.S. purpose in
Viet-Nom is to assist the people of South Viet-Nom to establish conditions
in which they will be able to choose their own way of life, free from armed
coercion, organized terror and subversion directed by North Viet-Nom. The
U.S. interpretation of the still valid principles of the Accords has been
stated clearly, e.g. in Secretary Rusk's address in the General Assembly on
October 2, 1968, and in the draft resolution on which the United States has
consulted members of the Security Council in on effort to enlist the
Council's efforts in the search for peace in Viet-Nom."
The President said that the statement by the United States delegate would be
included in the Minutes.
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Mr. Anh Tuan (Republic of Viet-Nom) ~ade the following statement:
"Mr. President,
Following the statement made by the delegate from Cuba and the motion
tabled by the United States delegate, my delegation strongly objects to
this platform being used by the delegate from Cuba for purposes of insinuative political propaganda.
My delegation firmly supports the motion of order tabled by the

United States delegate and categorically rejects any insinuations regarding or criticisms of, the call for assistance made by -my country to the
United States to combat foreign aggression."
Mr. Mostefa-Kara (Algeria) said that in his delegation.'s view the proposals
contained in document Cg-VI/poc. 92 submitted by Morocco and Tunisia were primarily
of concern to the African Region, which had not yet had the opportunity of considering
them.

He therefore proposed that the lost sentence of paragraph 3.1.4.9 should be

amended to read:

"It was requested that the Executive Committee should study these

proposals after they had been examined by Regional Association 1."
Mr. Ayodi (Tunisia) said that he had not intended to speak on the WWW but now
he felt obliged to do so.

The WWW plan approved by the Fifth Congress had provided

for a joint RMC Tunis/Casablanca having Algiers as its supporting RTH.

Tunisia hod

considered that plan as feasible and as providing on opportunity for technical cooperation between brother countries.

Unfortunately, it had been impossible to reach

agreement with the Algerian meteorologists, because their programme was quite
different from that of Tunisia and Morocco; their ideo was to gain time in order to
establish an RMC at Algiers.

Tunisia supported the proposals for RMCs at Algiers and
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at Brasilia.

It suffered, however, fron an acute penury of telecommunications and

did not possess the means of collecting the SYNOPs and other data from Dakar and Kana,
which i t was the responsibility of the Algiers RTH to rel.ay to Tunisia. The links
existed and the information was available, but it was nat transmitted and letters
addressed to the Algerian meteorological authorities remained unanswered. That caused
very great difficulties for Tunisia in providing protection for international airline
flights out of Tunis.
Tunisia and Morocco had hoped that their request would have been considered
by Congress, but they were prepared to agree that it should be dealt with by the
Executive Committee.
other body.

They could not, however, agree that it should be handled by any

The existing Casablanca/Paris and Tunis/Rome links were inter-regional

links and should be. treated as such.

Nothing that Tunisia and Morocco were proposing

modify in any way the existing regional plans of RA I or RA VI, which therefore had
nothing to say in the matter,

All that they were re.questing was th:rt Casablanca should

be recognized as the supporting RTH of Tunis so that it could transmit the maps prepared in Tunisia, which Algiers refused to do.
Mr. Azmy (Morocco) said thot he fully supported the statement by the delegate
of Tunisia.

He agreed that document Cg-VI/Doc. 92 should be considered by the

Executive Committee.
Mr. Mostefa-Kara (Algeria) said that, in view of Algeria's efforts to
implement the WWW, in particular through the Algiers RTH, the Algerian delegation
wish to make the following statement:
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"The Algiers RTH possesses the human and material resources necessary to
ensure regional and inter-regional links.

It continues, moreover, to carry

out its AFMET VI mission thus meeting the requirements of the Region.

The

regional circuits with CaUn, Dakar, Kano and Tripoli are maintained in
accordance with the technical specifications of Resolution 14 (V-RA I).

In

addition, the Algiers RTH is connected by specialized landline links with
the NHCs at Tunis and Casablanca. Furthermore, the Algiers/Paris inter_
regional circuit is a cable link for data transmission.

The terminal equip-

ment at the Algiers RTH is being completed and fully automated so as to
enable the high speed transmission of data between the Algiers and Paris RTHs.
"Paragraph 3.1.4.9 concerns document Cg-VI/Doc. 92 submitted by the
Delegations of Tunisia and Morocco on 20 April 1971.
been submitted to RA I.

That document has not

The technical implications which might affect the

regional telecommunications plan have not been taken into consideration.
"In his report, approved by Congress, the president of RA I has welcomed
the progress mode by the RTHs in the Region.
"In its Resolution 32 (CSM-V), the CSM has defined the telecommunication
functions of RMCs;
ments.

those functions should be the subject of regional agree-

Algeria is therefore requesting the WHO that

0

telecommunication ex-

pert should be sent to the three Maghreb countries (Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia)
in order to inspect the implementation of the WWW in the field of telecommunications.
"In conclusion, Algeria considers that the question raised by Tunisio and
Morocco should be examined by the appropriate body, namely RA I.
"This statement should be brought to the knowledge of the Executive Committee
at its twenty-third session.

II
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The President said that the whole matter would be discussed by the Executive
Committee.

The President of the Executive Committee was present at and had doubtless

token note of the statements by the delegates of Algeria and Tunisia.
There being no further discussion, the text for inclusion in the general

summary contained in Appendix A of document Cg-VI/PINK 56 was approved.
~.

Mr.

~,

chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, introduced the

report on item 3,3.2.

He hoped that Congress would adopt the three draft Resolu_

tions 3.3.2/1 on Co-ordination of Marine Activities, 3.3.2/2 on WMO's participation in
planning of LEPOR and 3.3.2/3 on WMO's participation in the lOC work of IG055.
Draft Resolutions 3.3.2/1. 3.3.2/2 and 3.3.2/3 were adopted without dis
cussion.

The President invited Congress to consider the text for inclusion in the
general summary contained in Appendix A of document Cg-VI/PINK 53.
Mr. Tierney, president of the Commission for Marine Meteorology, on behalf of
the CMM, expressed his appreciation to the Japanese delegation for their country's
offer to host the technical conference and sixth session of CMM.

The Japanese meteor-

ologicol service possesses a highly developed marine division and participants to the
session would doubtless find in Japan a great deal to interest them.
There being no further discussion. the text for inclusion in the general
summary con"tained in Appendix A of document Cg-VI/pINK 53 was approved.
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21·
Mr.

~,

chairman of the Cammittee on Programme and Budget, introducing the

report on item 3.3.9, said that the last sentence in paragraph 3.3.9.7 should be
deleted.

He hoped that the Congress will adopt the draft Resolution 3.3.9/1.
Resolution 3.3.9/1 was adopted without discussion.
The text for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A of

document C9-VI/PINK 54 was approved without discussion.

2£..

WMO Tropical Cyclone Project
(Agenda item 3.3.10) (Cg-VI!PINK 57)
Mr.

~,

chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, introduced the

report on item 3.3.10.

Although the members of the PRO Committee had felt that they

had not had time to give many of the recommendations in the Secretary-General's report
the consideration they deserved, there was general support for WHO taking a leading
role in co_ordinating activities directed towards the development of tropical cyclone
warning services in conjunction with other United Nations agencies and bodies such as
the UNDP and ECAFE.

He drew attention to the draft Resolution 3.3.10/1, in Appen-

dix B of the document, which should be amended by deleting the first paragraph after
the words: "Noting with satisfaction" and including a similar paragraph, but starting
with the words:

"that considerable improvement can be mode in the observation and

prediction •.• ", after the fourth preambular paragraph.
the annex to the draft resolution and said that paragroph
by the addition of the words:

He also drew attention to

(1)

should be supplemented

"the project should concentrate on the needs of the

cyclone-affected areas of the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea, the Indian Ocean and
the Western Paci fic".
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Mr. Charoen-raiopark (Thailand) proposed that the new passage to be added to

paragraph (1) of the annex to the resolution should also refer to the South China Sea.

Mr. Moson agreed to the proposal by the delegate of Thailand.
Mr. Rodriguez Ramirez (Cuba) ~roposed that the paragraph should also include
a reference to the area of the Caribbean Sea.
Mr. Mason, chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget

said that, while

the PRO Committee hod not wished to exclude any areo, it was felt that the facilities
in the Asian areas referred to were so deficient that special attention should be
drawn to them, whereas the Caribbean was much better provided for in respect of radar,
aerial reconnaissance, satellites, etc.
Mr. Nicholls (British Caribbean Territories) said that while he wished to pay
a special tribute to the splendid work on hurricone detection, tracking and organization done by the United States in the Caribbean area, that area was no better off than
any other when it came to facilities for relief ond reconstruction.

Paragraph (5)

of the annex referred to calling together such international organizations as Unesco,
the World Bank, the Regional Economic Commissions and the League of Red Cross
Societies to loy co-ordinated plans for action.

In view of the fact that it might be

very dangerous for the Caribbean area if it were omitted when such plans were being
considered, he would very much like to have some acknowledgment that any action under
paragraph (5) would embrace the Caribbean area as well.
The President said that there had been no intention of excluding any area.
The matter_ might be taken care of by amending the tex-t of paragraph (5) to refer to
"all the regional economic commissions concerned". Moreover, the statement that the
annex should be interpreted as covering all areas which might be affected by cyclones
would be recorded in the Minutes.
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Mr. Rodriguez Ramirez (Cuba) said that in view of the fact that the seienti fie Ii terature on cyclones was extremely dispersed and often very di ffieul t to
obtain, he wished to propose the addition of another sub-paragraph _
graph (3) of the annex, reading:

(i) _ to

para-

"The preparation of a comprehensive monograph con-

taining the most important current work and that of the last ten years on the genesis,
structure and prognosis of cyclones with contributions from experts from the various.
tropical regions ".

Moreover, since the diffusion of documents from WHO symposia and

seminors often took some time, he wished to propose the addition of a further subparagraph - (j) - reading:

"The organization of a World Cyclone Conference to be

att.nded by experts from all tropical zone countries, with a view to bring_up to
date the latest knowledge on cyclones;

assistance for the conference would be

requested from UNDP and the Voluntary Assistance Fund".
The President said that those matters had not been considered by the PRO
Committee, and therefore suggested that they be referred to the Executive Committee
for consideration.
Mr. Rodriguez Ramirez (Cuba) agreed to that procedure.
Draft Resolution 3.3.10/1 and its annex. as amended. were adopted on the
understandina that no cyclone-affected areas were excluded from the measures proposed.
The text for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A of
document Cg-VI/PINK 57 was approved.

22·
The President presented the report contained in document Cg-VI/PINK 5, REV.2,
ADD. 1.

There

being no comment the text was approved for inclusion in the general

summary of the work of the session.
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Review of previous ~esolutions of Congress (Agenda item 5.6) (Cg-VI/PINK 52)
Mr. AC9uaah, chairman of the CoII',mittee on General and Legal Questions,

presented the report of his committee contained in Cg-VI/PINK 52.
following amendment to draft Resolution 5.6/1 (Cg-VI):

He proposed the

under DECIDE (1), last line:

insert number 15 between number 11 and 25.
Draft Resolution 5.6/1 (Ga-VI) was adopted as amended.
Text for inclusion in the seneral summary of the work of the session was
approved without comment.
~.

of the Or anization
Agenda item 6.1
The President presented the report contained in document Cg-VI/PINK 59 and

mentioned that the word Service should be changed to Deportment in the third line of
paragraph 6.1.1 of the appendix.
The text for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session
was approved as amended.

22..

Election of members of the Executive Committee
(Agenda item 6.2) (Cg-VI!PINK 60)
The President presented the report contained in document Cg-VI/PINK 60 and

recommended that the text in the appendix be inserted in the general summary of the
work of the session.
The text was approved without comments.

lQQ..

Place and Dote of Seventh Congress
(";genda item 8)
The President proposed to follow the same procedures os lost Congress and

recommended the following text be inserted in the general summary of the work of the
session:
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"Congress decided that Seventh Congress would be held in Geneva during
1975 on a date to be arranged later by the Executive Committee".
It was so decided.
The President mentioned that the Secretary-General had received a document
from the U.S.S.R. delegation related to agenda item 5.3 "Relations with the United
Nations and other organizations" and as the document cannot be mode available until
late afternoon, the U.S.S.R. delegation might be agreeable if the document be reproduced and distributed to Members after Congress.
Mr.

~

(U.S.S.R.) explained that the document contained the text of

a statement made by him at the tenth plenary meeting and was meant for inclusion
in the Minutes of that meeting.
It was so agreed.
101.

Closure of the session
(Agenda item 8)
The President then made the following statement:
"We have now come to the end of Congress.

During four weeks we have worked

hard, in order to find solutions to the problems and tasks of the Organization
and to give directives for further \<lark.

Some problems hove been of a pre-

dominantly technical nature and we have done our best to solve them using the
competent expertise at our disposal.

Other questions were more controversial

involving varying, and sometimes diverging, interests of Members representing
all parts of the world, all stages of technical development and varying ways
of life and political systems.

On these questions we have tried to find com-

promises, which, although not giving complete satisfaction to everyvody, it
is hoped will permit all Members to live with them.
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"In this context, I wish again to refer to the good spirit of understanding

and co-operation, based upon conmon interest, which has always prevailed in
our Organization.
"While the future will decide on the wisdom of our decisions, we will all do

our best during the coming four-year period to contribute to a meaningful,

vigorous and concerted implementation of the plans and directives adopted
at this Congress.
"Each and everyone of you has participated in our work.

While expressing

my thanks for this on behalf of the Organization, I should like to make

special mention of those who carried the heaviest burden, thot is, the
chairmen of the working committees:
Dr. Mason, Committee on Programme and Budget;
Mr. Schneider, Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions;
Mr. Acquaah, Committee on General and Legal Questions;
Dr. Bourke, chairing the Credentials Committee;

and

Mr. Rajendram, as chairman of the Nomination Committee,
all assisted in a competent way in the work of Congress.

The chairmen of

working groups should also be mentioned for their voluable contributions.
"Looking bock at the post eight years and the work of WMO during that time,
I should like to quote from the closing speech of my distinguished predecessor, Mr. Viout, given at the end of Fourth Congress in 1963:
'My foremost impression is thot our Organization is at a turning point in its
history:

for the first time we have a programme and budget which will enable

us to assume our rightful place in the United Nations family.

The vast possi-

bilities presented by meteorological satellites have helped us to break the
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all too rigid framework in which we were enclosed and resolutely to cast our
gaze towards wider horizons.

The confidence which the General Assembly of

the United Nations showed in us when it entrusted WMO with the task of

stud~ing

these questions will not have been misplaced.'
"This was indeed a very good forecast.

The Warld Meteorological Organization

is now in the course of a period of rapid and impartant develapment and I am
deeply grateful that I had the privilege to serve as President during the
ini Hal phase of this development and was able to watch closely, and be involved in, the encouraging process of progressing activities.
"In 1963 the WWW concept was adapted by Congress and a considerable part of
the first plan has now been implemented, although much remains to be done.
In order to assist in this implementation, the Voluntary Assistance
Programme was introduced in 1967.

This programme was based on a new and

unique principle of technical co-operation, devised to make maximum use of
the technical and material capacities of both receiving and donor countries
and to ensure efficient assistance without "strings attached" on a worldwide basis.

Due to the novelty of its conception, the first one to two

years of the VAP had to be devoted largely to preparatory activities,
investigations and negotiations with governments.

After thot stage, however,

it gained considerable impact and yielded substantial results, the benefit
of which will increase during the next years.

This success is certainly due

to the very vivid realization af the interdependence of meteorological activities between Members and the spirit of solidarity which has been a
characteristic feature af WHO at all times.
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"As a correlate to the WWW..GARPwasdevised.Itstaskistoascertain.by

concerted and systematical research, the observational requirements of a
maximum efficient world meteorological system and to indicate ways
improving forecasting models.

of

This joint WMOjICSU undertaking hOB begun

to function and the improved co-eperotion between the two organizations
has developed successfully.
"In the course of time new tasks were brought before WHO and it was gratifying

to

follow

closely how the concerned bodies of the Organization reacted.

"One of the most spectacular and important of these tasks was the request for

a strengthened WHO participation in the field of human environment.

Competent

and decisive action was taken by the relevont technical commissions

as well

as by the EC.
"WMO has contributed in an ever increasing degree to the activities of the
International Hydrologicol Decade.

Congress has now taken important steps

in the field of hydrology, steps which, to a large extent, were recommended
although not approved, eight years ago.

In the field of oceanography WMD

has started and will continue to play its role - I hope in full - and as
regards pollution, WMD is also ready to make the contributions requested
from it.
"Co-operation with other international organizations has generally increased
considerably.

In addition to those already mentioned, I should like to refer

to ICAD, FAD and especially the UNDP which is giving us tremendous help and
assistance in our important effarts to train meteorologists in the developing
countries.
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"The technical development since Cg-]V has been enormous. The U.S.A. satellite
systems, which through APT distribute free valuable information allover the
world, have been developed.

The observations of the U.S.S,R. satellites may

also soon become available to all countries and it is expected that the plans
for a French satellite will materialize before long.

It is hoped that new

techniques may soon give regular information on the vertical temperature
distribution in a reliable way.
"The increased capacity of computers has made it possible to develop more
sophisticated and still practicable dynamical models for forecasting weather
change more accurately and for longer periods.

Radiation experts, like

Professor Kondratiev who spoke to us at Congress, prepare studies in order
to include the radiative effects in the dynamical models ond this field of
computation is progressing quickly.
"The problems of automatic observing stations are studied at IIllIny places and
considerable progress has been achieved.
"All this progress depends on the joint efforts of many individuals and institutions.

All Members and all Services of the world have contributed.

Individual experts serving in their home countries or contributing to the
work of our technical commissions, 1\egionol a,ssociotions, panels and working
groups, should also be especially mentioned for their important contributions.
"DUring my eight-year period as President of the Organization, I have had
the great pleasure of meeting many colleagues at Congress, at the EC, at
regional association and technical commission sessions, at meetings of panels
and working groups, at seminars and symposia.

I have had the opportunity of

meeting colleagues from most countries of the world at many different places,
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including their home countries, and I have always encountered friendship
and a generous and kind hospitality for which I am greatly indebted to you.
"The members of the Secretariat have shown an equally positive attitude to-

wards me and I ewe all the staff (] sincere thanks for their ready assistance
given to me during many years.
"Last, hut not least, I want to thank the Secretary-General for his devotion

to the Organization.

This devotion and his ability to handle WHO affairs

entrusted to him are two of the main reasons for the increased standing of

WHO in the world of international co-operation.
"In brief I I would say that WHO has a perfect Secretory-General and I wish

to express my sincere thanks to him for our long and harmonious collaboration
as well as my satisfaction that he will continue his work for WMO for at
least four more years.
"Cangress has elected a new President who is well-known to everybody.

His

ability has been a great asset during many years of devoted work in the EC,
for one four-year period as Vice-President, and his experience and interest
in the affairs of WHO, as well as that of his staff, will be of great value
to the progress of the Organization.

I wish him every success in his new

post and in his efforts to promote the activities of the Organization.
"Finally, I wish ta thank again all those who, in various ways, have contributed to the work of this Congress and I extend to all of you my best wishes
for a safe and happy return to your

hame~'
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the First Vice-President made the fallowing stotement:

"Mr. President and colleagues, I deem it a very great honour to have the
opportunity to poy tribute to our President on the last day of his eight_
year term.

Mr. President, you have

upheld the very fine traditions which

have been established by the Presidents of the International Meteorological
Organization and your predecessors in the World Meteorological Organization.
Under your leadership our Organization has made outstanding progress.

You

have referred, Mr. President, to the World Weather Watch and the Voluntary
Assistance Programme and have referred to the fact that the progress has
been slow but steady but I am sure that this progress has been in a very
great measure due to your own personal inspiration.

During your term,

Mr. President, we have made one of the most important decisions that has
been taken by any Congress and that is the decision with respect to hydro. logy.

But I b':~.~~~!. __~~-" __ ~!~_~~~~~:t:I~_~~_~_!___t~:___~_o~,,C?~~!~~n.~~~~L~~_ievem~!lt_

I::t::;;1:;:~.~:~:~~:-~~~:~::~~;:~J·~:~:~r:::~~~~:~: :::e:::::: meteor".
i :"

!

109ists, and in this_ respect, Mr. President, r believe that your personal

.........--~--- -~----.--.-~-

---------_._--------

~!!-~.~£t~. ~a~~ ~~e~."l?:~~ly responsible far this remarkable achievement.

Mr. ~resi~~.!:l!LyQu.--~.ay~- ~.9!'!. t"~~ _p!§p.e_c~.,o.~ .. the n:~_'!Iber~ 9f t~~e E~ecuti-ve
~_o_m~~!t_:~, __~.~" :hs._Org_?~izotion as a _~hole and o~ t~e"Secr:~ta~ia~_ by your
~~.~~~~~_.~.nd impar,t_iali.ty.,

But, Mr. President, you have also wan their

affection by yaur humility, by your kindness and py your delicious sense of
humour.

And naw I speak for all present and all those meteorologists wha

are not present when I express a deep gratitude for your outstanding contributian for the work of our Organization."
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The newly elected President, Mr. Tohn,then made the following statement:
"Having had the pleasure to serve with Dr. Alf Nyberg for the past sixteen

years in the World Meteorological Organization, I felt that it is my pleasant
duty to soya few words about our President.

We'os Members of the Organization

had entrusted my good friend and colleague, Dr', Nyberg, with the presidency

of the Organization during the last eight years.

I will not repeat what has

been said about the outstanding success which the Organization has achieved
under his able guidance and enthusiasm.

All those who took the floor before

me today and on many previous occasions, made this quite clear to everyone
of us.

Moreover, the results of these achievements, our success, are too

evident to be mentioned.

However, I can say with confidence that all the

increased activities in the field of meteorology at international level
during the terms of office of our President are no doubt due to a great
extent to his leading and intellectual abilities, wisdom and pure impartiality,
patience and devotion in conducting meetings of the Congress and other
committees.

At these last moments of our meeting and as the elected

President of the WHO, I want to thank you sincerely, my dear friend, for
the very kind words which you have just addressed to me.

I must confess

that Dr. Nyberg has made it rather difficult for me to take over my new
assignment.

It will not be easy to keep the same level of quality and ef-

ficiency which he has demonstrated in fulfilling his responsibilities as
President of the Organization; all I can promise him and you, Members of the
Congress, is that I will follow his wise steps and benefit from his experience
and the help of the Vice_Presidents and the elected members of the Executive
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I cannot, however, leave the floor before paying tribute to

Dr. David Arthur Davies and the staff members of the Secretariat for the
very excellent work and job that they have always done for the Organization.
"Thank you."
The President declared the Sixth World Meteorological Congress closed
at 11.35 a.m.
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