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MET E 0 R 0 LOG I CAL

ORGANIZATION

SEVENTH CONGRESS
Geneva, 28 April-23 May 1975
MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING
28 April 1975 at 11.03 a.m.

The meeting opened at 11.03 a.m.
1.

Opening of the session (Agenda item 1.1)

The President of the Organization, Mr. M.F. Taho, declared open the
Seventh Congress of the World Meteorological Organization.

Were present two of

the three Vice-Presidents of HMO, Dr. W. J. Gibbs and f1r. J. Bessemoulin, and
representatives of the Swiss Federal Governnent, the Geneva authorities, Members and
Non-Members and international organizations, Presidents of Technical Commissions and
invited experts.
The President welcomed the following guests of honour seated on the platform
as well as all participants and invited the representative of the Swiss Federal Government, Mr. H. HUrlimannn, to address the meeting.
H. HUrlimann

Conseiller federal and representative of the Conseil
federal sui sse

A. Chovanne

President of the Cnnseil d'Etat of the Republic and
Canton of Geneva

P. Raisin

Mayor of Geneva

R. Vieux

Chef du Protocoteet de l'Information of the Republic
and Canton of Ge"neva

P. Coidan

"
of the Secretory-General
of the United
Represent"a l~1ve
...
I'btions

H. 11ahler

Director-General of the World Health Orgoniz{1tion

M.1. Sobhi

Director-General of the Universal Postal Union
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PLE~RY

MEETING

Speech by Mr. H. HUrlimann, Federal Councillor, representing the Swiss

FederoI-CouncII------------------------------------------------------"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, the distinguished representatives of

the United Nations specialized agencies, Mr. President of the Government of the
Republic and Canton of Geneva, the distinguished representatives of the Geneva
authorities, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
"It is a great pleasure and privilege for me to speak at the opening of the
Seventh Congress of your Organization.

On behalf of the Federal authorities and of

those of the Canton and City of Geneva, may I welcome you to this beautiful town
where you have convened for the past 20 years and express the hope that your work,
during your four weeks of deliberations, will be extremely fruitful.
"The Gongress we are opening today is the first Congress in the second century
of the existence of the world meteorological community.

It is, in fact, the first

Congress since the celebrations of the WOrld Meteorological Organization's
centenary held in Vienna and in Geneva in September 1973.

Since its foundation,

your organization has convincingly shown that, in the field of atmospheric science
and its applications, there can be no national frontiers, because the only way to
advance "and develop in meteorology is to collaborate in the exchange of information
and knowledge.
"Meteorology offers on extremely rich and varied field of activity.

In the

first place, it is a physical science with broad openings for research because
many atmospheric processes are still insufficiently known.

Meteorology is a factor
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wllich cannot be ignored in tile study and formulation of solutions to problems of
such consequence to mankind as:
- Hunger in tile world;
- Limited resources of raw materials;
- Man's considerable energy needs; and
- The protection of the environment.

"At the United Nations Environment Conference, at the

Special Session on

energy organized by the United Nations, and at the World Food Conference, the
importance of your Organization was referred to time and again.

"In addition, many of the problems with which you deal- for example, weather
modification and climatic variations _ are also of concern to politicians and
economists.

"So for as Switzerland is concerned, need I soy how useful, indeed essential,
meteorological information is for agriculture, tourism and hydro-electric power,
and many other activities.

Again, there are the difficult problems of environmental

protection and land development, the solution of which also calls for the help of
meteorology.
"The very numerous subjects with which you are going to deol during the next
30 days should enable you to make headway with the great programmes of observation,
research, training and application which you are putting into effect.

Those

programmes, of course, have considerable financial implications, ar,d one of the
most difficult questions which you will have to discuss will undoubtedly be the
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preparation of the budget for the next financial period, because the economic
difficulties which the world is now experiencing will compel you to choose, to
fix

priori ties.

"I very much hope that, despite everything, you will be able, in 1978/1979,

to launch the First Global Experiment of the
Programme,

Global Atmospheric Research

in which all the Stotes of the world should be able to participate, and

that your massive programme of vocational training, specially intended for the
meteorological services of the developing countries, will continue to expand,
wi thout forgetting that to be able to analyse and forecast climatic fluctuations

several decades ahead means having at one's disposal long series of reliable
observations which must be constantly maintained and improved.
"In conclusion, Mr. President, ladies and

gentlemen~

I wish to express the

sincere hope that through your meeting in this country in which you are welcome,
you will find new stimuli to your activity so that meteorology will be able to
make new advances throughout the world."
The President thanked Mr. HUrlimann for his interesting and encouraging
st.o-tement.

He then called upon Mr. P. Coidan, the representative of the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, to address the meeting.
1.2

Speech by Mr. P. Coidan, representative of the Secretory-General of the

OnIted-NatIons---------------------------------------------------------

"Moy I say, on behalf ol the Secretary-General of the United Nations, how
happy I am to be present at the inaugural meeting of the Seventh Congress of the
Horld Meteorological Organization.

I would also like to convey the regrets of

5
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the Director-General of the Geneva Office of the United Notions/ who is presently
on an official visit to Japan/ that he could not be present here today.

In the

absence of the Secretary-General and the Director-General/there fore , it is my
pleasure to eXpress the good friendship of the United Nations to its sister
organization with which it has always maintained the closest and friendliest of
relations.

I do not intend to make a speech as the Director-General might have

done since the Secretary-General, Dr. Waldheim, will be here next week and will
address you personally.

I sholl, therefore, limit myself to expressing the good

wishes of the United Notions for the full success of your Congress.

Thank you."

The President thanked Mr. Coidan for his statement and reminded delegates
that Dr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General of the United Nations, would address
Congress on the morning of 6 May.

"In my report to Congress and in other documents presented to Congress I the
progress and the achievements of the past four years have been recorded and I will
not take your time in repeating this information.
indeed on impressive record.

Suffice i t to soy that it is

I will instead content myself with some remarks of a

more general character, with the future rather than the past particularly in mind.

"In WMO t sessions of Congress are held at four-yearly intervals and at each
Congress the programme and budget for the subsequent four-year period are established.
I will not comment on the advantages and disadvantages of such a quadrennial budgetary system but one thing is clear - namely that each such Congress constitutes

0

major event in the course of international meteorology and of those aspects of hydro-
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logy, oceanography and the human environment with which WHO is concerned.

Each

Congress is called upon to establish policies and programmes which will apply for
the subsequent four years as well as the budget and resources to implement them over
the same period.

"The Congress which opens today is, however, of particular importance.

This

is because in recent years there hos been on increasing realization, on the international level, of the relevance of weather and climate, water resources, ocean
gffairs and envh'onmental questions to many of the major problems which now beset

the notions of the world and this increasing realization manifests itself in
increasing requests and references to activities of concern to

W~10

in decisions of

the United Nations and other international bodies.

IlThust following the World Food Conference, the United Nations has called on
WMO to undertake specific measures in the great effort now being mode to increase
world food production and to ensure world food security.

A proposal for a new

~~MO

World Agrometeorological Programme has therefore been submitted to Congresso

"The recent disastrous droughts in the Sahel and other regions of Africa
have likewise provided a stimulus to further activities by WMO in this field.
tremendous destruction and loss of life which follow

The

in the wake of tropical

cyclones and other extreme meteorologicrd phenomena each year have resulted in calls
to WMO to increase its efforts in the Tropical Cyclone Project.
ting floods in many countries have had a similar effect.

The no less devasta-

The increasing world

interest in environmental questions has likewise had its effect on WMO's responsibilities,especially in such fields as atmospheric and ocean pollution.
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"Many of the problems I have mentioned have raised interest in possible

changes in the world's climate and have raised hopes of some measures of control

over weather conditions.

WHO's activities in these two fields must therefore be

increased.

"Even in the traditional applications of meteorology <;uch as aviation and
merchant shipping new problems have to be faced.

"But if the future presents many new opportunities for WMO to serve the

nations of the world, important developments in the science and practice of meteorology and the associated disciplines have fortunately presented the scientific and
technological kno\declge for the future to be faced with confidence.

Thanks to

certain far-sighted decisions of previous Congresses and thanks also to encouragement from the United Nations itself,

0

new and modernized basic operational system

called World Weather Watch has been introduced and is operating smoothly.

This

involves such modern techniques as meteorological satellites, high-speed electronic
computers and new telecommunications systems, and plans for improved systems

~Iithin

World Weather Watch are reaching an advanced stage, including a greatly improved
global meteorological satellite system.
nThe Global Atmospheric Research Programme being conducted in conjunction
with the non-governmental International Council of Scientific Unions has made a good
beginning.

"To ensure that the developing countries ploy their full role in these
activities, the Organization participates in the United Nations Development Programme
and has a very successful Voluntary Assistance Programme of its own.

8
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"It will fall to this Congress to ensure that these programmes and the

scienti fie and teclmological progress they represent are approprio.tely applied to

meet the growing needs.

In other words, this Congress will need to adopt policies

and programmes which are realistic and which will enable the Organization to meet
fully its responsibilities,

old and new.

The Organization has always exercised

great restraint in approving its financial resources and at the present time the
international financial climate can hardly be considered very favourable.

But in

view of the gravity of the world problems which WMO can help significantly in
solving, Members will, I hope, avoid a policy of false economy.

The United Nations

itself hos made known what it expects of WMD, and WMO has a duty to respond fully
and effectively to the responsibility placed upon it.

The Member

countries should

not ask themselves whether they can afford the resources which WMO needs to meet its
responsibilities:

they should rather reflect on the consequences of these responsi-

bilities not being met.
"It is therefore my earnest hope that when these matters are discussed in
full detail in the coming weeks and when the final decisions are being token,
delegates will bear in mind the words I hove just spoken and will approve constructive
and reali$tic programmes as well as the budgetary resources required for their full
implementation.

All countries of the world, developing and developed, will reap the

benefits of such a course and the effectiveness of WMD as an Organization, which aims
to serve well all its Member countries, will be enhanced.
"That is 011_ I wish to say at this time on the tasks and responsibilities
which face this

Congr~ss.

make some acknowledgements.

Before concluding these remarks, however, I would like to
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now finds itself in a good position to face the future with confi-

dence! it is because many have rendered great services to the Organization in the
post.

To acknowledge at this time all these post services is on impossible task

since the history of our Organization goes back over a

century~

As you will all

doubtless recall, it was in fact two years ogo, in 1973, that we celebrated our
Centenary by appropriate ceremonies both in Vienno t where the first International
Meteorological Congress wos held in 1873,ond in Geneva, the present home of

WMO~

I would like to take this opportunity of expressing our great appreciation of the
whole-hearted support and co-operation which the Governments of Austria and
Switzerland gave on that occasion and also our appreciation of the support and
interest shown by the other Member-countries in innumerable ways.

"Regarding other acknowledgements and referring to the period since Sixth
Congress, I would like to express my appreciation to all who have served the
Organization in that period.

In particular I wish to mention the Vice-Presidents

of the Organization and the other members of the Executive Committee, all of wham
have carried out their duties in an exemplary fashion.

The presidents and Members

of the regional associations and technical commissions as well as the members of the
many individual groups and panels
Behind the efforts of such as these

have all made important contributions to our

~ork.

has been the full and enthusiastic support of

the Member countries themselves, for it is basically here that the strength of our
Organization lies.

And I do not mean support solely in the form of the normol

financial contributions to the WMO budget, for the success of the WMO programmes
depends upon support by the Members in many other ways such as by enabling highly
skilled scientists and technicians to serve on the various constituent bodies and
groups;

by the provision of facilities and services which serve international as

FIRST PLENARY MEETING

10

well as purely national purposes, with the global meteorological satellite system
05

perhaps the most spectacular example;

by participation in the vast exchange of

meteorological data which takes place on a continuous basis throughout the whole
world;

by the provision of training facilities for m"eteorologists from other

countries;

by providing host facilities for meetings sponsored by the Organization;

and so ono

It is support in ways such as these which the Organization needs and

receives from its Members.

"Lost, but by no means least, I wish to acknowledge the high standard of

the work of the WMO Secretariat during this period.

As your President over the past

four years, I hove hod the opportunity of observing the vital role which the
Secretariat plays in our affairs and I have been greatly impressed.
fortunate to have a body of men and women
devotion.

We are indeed

serving our cause with such skill and

I would like here to pay tribute to the work of the Secretary-General,

Dr. Davies t who has spared neither time nor effort in assisting the President in
the successful performance of his duties.

I wish to place on record my gratitude

to him for his unfailing collaboration and to express very high esteem for the
services he renders to our Organization.

"In conclusion t may I wish you, the delegates to Seventh Congress, the best
of success in the deliberations you will hove in the coming weeks.

The futUre of

WHO will depend- upon the decisions you reach and the policies you approve."

The President then called upon Dr. H. Mohler, Director-General of the World
Health Organization/to make his statement.
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"Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen,

"It is a great honour you do the World Health Organization J Mr. President,

in inviting me to address the Seventh World Meteorological Congress.

I do so with

very real pleasure, as it affords me an opportunity of paying public tribute to the

harmonious and most effective colloboration WHO has enjoyed over the years with the
World Meteorological Organization and its Secretory-Generol f Dr. Davies.
"Much -

environment;

perhaps too much -

has been said and written recently about man's

but the fact remains that hardly any country, regardless of its state

of development, can offord to neglect the need to improve its quality or to be
concerned about the effects of its pollution on man's health and his well-being.

We

in WHO hove no doubt about the importance of this l nor about the importance of the
role of meteorology in the environmental field_I particularly when it comes to the
problem of monitoring.

It is to the meteorological services, with their long and

vast experience in observing natural phenomena in the atmosphere and in applying the
knowledge gained thereby to the practical problems of weather and climate and their
influence on man and its resources, it is to these that we must turn for advice on
practical aspects of environmental surveillance.
"It is also essential I I believe, that we toke into account meteorological
aspects in the establishment of effective air pollution control measures in urban
areas.

In other

word~

in addition to providing information on dispersion phenomena

ond on the prevention of pollution episodes I meteorologists can do much to ensure a
clean environment by working hand-in-hand with town planners and public health
authorities.

This I am sure they do and will increasingly do.
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"I will not weary this august assembly with numerous other examples of

collgborotion of meteorologists ond public health warkers in efforts to better man's
environment, nor shall I expatiate on the dependence of medicine on meteorology.
That r Mr. President, wos beautifully summed up by Hippocrates more than 2 000 years

ogo when he

w~ote:

"Whoever wishes to investigate medicine properly should proceed thus:

in the first place to consider the seasons of the year, and whot
effects each of them produces... •

Then the winds, the hot-and

the cold, especially such as ore common to all countries, and then
such as are peculiar to each locality .ow.

These things one ought

to consider most attentively, and concerning the waters •••

~II

"Well, Mr. President, if Hippocrotes could see today the excitingly
innovative Onchocerciasis Control Programme in the Volta RiVer Basin he would
certainly rejoice at the way it is being developed in co-operation with the World
Meteorological Organization.
"Thank you Mr. President. 1I

The President thanked Dr. Mahler for his kind words.

He called -upon

Dr. J, M. Harrison, Assistant Director-General of Unesco to address the meeting.

1.5

~e:~~~_~r_~E!_~~~!_~~EE~~~~L_~=eE:~:~!~!~~:_~!_!~:_~!E:~!~E=~:~::~!_~f_!~:
~~~!:~_~~!~~~~_~~~~g!~~~g!L_~~~:~!~!~:_g~~_~~!!~Eg!_~:~g~~~g!!~~
"Mr. President, distinguished representatives of the Government of

Switzerland, Secretary-General, ladies and gentlemen,
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"The Director-General of Unesco, Hr. H' Bow, regrets that preparations for

the forthcoming session of our Executive Board and its current meeting of the Special
Committee prevent him from being present at the opening of the Seventh Meteorological
Congress.

He asked me to convey to you his best wishes for a successful meeting.

"If I may be permitted, Mr. President, I would like to interject a personal

note here.

This is the second time in the lost two years that I have had the

privilege of representing Unesco at WMO assemblies.

This gives me special satisfac-

tion because long before I joined Unesco I endorsed, on behalf of the International
Council of Scientific Unions, a joint arrangement with WMO for the Global Atmospheric
Research Progromme;

that was about ten years ago.

Now, since joining Unesco, I

have come across many aspects of co-operation between our two organizations and I
would like to emphasize their importance.

Without such co-operation we will

inevitably be less effective and since science and technology are paramount for
development! at least in my view, it seems to me that organizations like Unesco and
WHO and others must co-operate.

This we have been doing in several different fields

of endeavour, but especially in the field of ecology, the field of hydrology and in
marine science.

WMO is heavily involved in the Unesco programme, Man and the Bio-

sphere.
"1974 was the last year of the International Hydrological Decade.

Beginning

with the programme I s inception in 1965, WMO has been, participati!lg and has made
valuable contributions.
"Nevertheless, I think it is worth noting that Unesco/WMO co-operation in
the field of water resources, good as it has

bee~

took a particularly favourable

turn in 1973 when the two Secretariats concluded a working agreement that I think
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can serve as a model for inter-ogency arrangements.

One direct consequence of this

agreement was the joint convening of the International Hydrology Conference in

September 1974, which reviewed the results of the IHO (International Hydrological
Decade) and discussed the future programmes of Unesco and WMO in hydrology.

I am

sure you will be hearing about these in more detail in the course of your own
discussions.
"The agreement resulted also in the establishment of a joint Unesco/WMO
liaison committee to review periodically the development of their hydrological
programmes and to propose appropriate measures to harmonize themo

The second session

of this committee will be held next week in Geneva.
"Obviously also there is intense and close co-operation in the field of
marine sciences, particularly through the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
under the so-called ICSPRO agreement, that is the Inter-Secretariat Committee on
Scientific

Programme~

relating to Oceanography.

I am not going to tell yw that

this committee works all that well, but i t is improving steadily ond -1 think will
reap its proper function as a co-ordinating body for inter-agency programmes.
"Several of the other programmes with which we are co-operating with the
World Meteorological Organization could be mentioned but I will not toke your time
now.

We do note, however, in the budget that you will be asked to approve, that the

Secretory-General has proposed to establish a permanent position to second a
World Meteorological Organization Scientific Officer to the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission's Secretariat.

I would like to express my hope that this

Congress will see its way to approve this measure, as by building up this Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Secretariat os a multi-agency scheme, day-to-day
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co-ordination of marine programmes will be considerably enhanced.

I am pleased to

acknowledge l however; that we have had much support from WMO in the past.
"There are many other activities which I could have mentioned, but I took
the trouble to do this because we hear so much in this day and age of the fact that
the UN system does not co-operate properly and I think that in the case of WMO and
Unesco that the portents are very good for the future.

The implementation of your

programme and of our related programmes will require new joint efforts and I look
forward to the strengthening of this collaboration with a greater benefit of all
Member States and the best of SUccess, Mr. President, in your deliberations.

Thank

you."

The President thanked Dr. Harrison for his statement remarking that WMO
looked forward to continued close collaooration with Unesco in the future.

He then

invited Mr. F. D. Massoni representative of the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organizationl to take the floor.

"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, ladies and gentlemen,

"On behalf of the Secretory-General of the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization I have pleasure in conveying warm greetings and best wishes to
the distinguished delegates of this Congress.

"I would like to toke this opportunity to refer to the excellent co-ordination
between our two organizations on matters of common interest.
a few examples:

I sholl state only

the Conference on a new Joint Financing Agreement on North Atlantic
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Ocean Stations,_ the world-wide Radio Navigation Worning System, the Commission for

Marine Meteorology and the co-operation in the work for the International Conference
on the Establishment of on International Maritime Satellite System which is now being
held in London under the auspices of

rHea.

"Mr. President, distinguished delegates, I wish you every success in the
accomplishment of the difficult task before you.

Thank you, Mr. President."

The President thanked Mr. Masson for his statement.

He then called upon

Mr. F. Albani, the repre_sentative of the Food and Agricultural Organization, to

address the session.

"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-Generol, His Excellency the representative of
the Government of Switzerland, the representatives of the Canton of Geneva,
distinguished representatives of the United Nations, distinguished: representatives
and colleagues' of the speciolized agencies of the United Notions, distinguished
delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
"I wish to thank WMO for the invitation extended to FAD to attend its
Seventh Congress.
nln the light of the recent developments of the world food situation our
two

organiz~tions

have

re~ched

a point where, moxe than ever before, active and

operational co-operation at headquarters and at field level is absolutely necessary.
As you know, the recent World Food Conference has through many resolutions greatly

17

FIRST PLENARY MEETING

emphasized the necessity for improving the world capability of forecasting on as long
Q

range as possible the production of the various main crops in order to facilitate

their distribution aiming in this way at the better economic and social situation

throughout the world.
"In particular, the World Food Conference has entrusted to FAD the creation
of a global eorly_warning and information system for food and agriculture and has
recommended as one of the ways of implementing this system the estimation of crop

yields based on the assessment of meteorological and other data related to the
biosphere to be carried out jointly by FAO and WHO.

FAQ would like to congratulate

WMO for the work devoted recently to the preparation of the hydrometeorological
programme in aid of world food production.

This document is so important in

regard to the futUre of world food production that I wish to comment on its various
components.

"The preparation of models for the estimation of crop yields in relation to
meteorological fluctuations referred to under the heading of research and investigation is a major component of the future collaboration between FAD and WHO.

This

section must take into account many other factors such as the physical and chemical
characteristics of the soil and form management levels.

This, of course, may have

to be repeated for each ecological zone and each main crop, while in some advanced
countries such models have been developed already and are used by the national
authorities.

We must keep in mind that in many developing countries information in

both meteorological and agricultural sectors is still very scarce and most inadequate
for the requirements of agriculture.

For this reason as recommended by the World

Food Conference both our Organizations have to reach joint applied research projects.
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These projects could be located in several places hut still proceed within the
unified programme of work.

"Passing now to the use of the models previously established for the

operation of prediction of actual yields on real-time data, I think that we must
keep in mind that the objectives of the global areO and information system on food
and agriculture aim

at providing early and simultaneous information on the character-

istics of food producti on.

In this respect, gentlemen, while \Ie completely agree wi th the

necessity to double up the operational capability at notional level

as

expressed in

paragraph 14 of Document Cg-VII/Doc. 42, we in fAO strongly feel that international
assessment of crop yields and food production based on agrometeorolOJical data and
utilized in various approaches must be established" in a centralized way. This should be
done by a joint unit with a specialist provided by FAO and WHO which would also be in
contact with all the other segments of the food information system.

This position

is justified in my opinion by the fact that the production data for which the global
early-warning and information system will take the overall responsibility must be
independently prepared and protected until the moment of its official dissemination
to avoid misuse of this data for speculative or other harmful purposes.

All the

other points of the agrometeorological programme have of course a direct or indirect
part in agriculture and are supported by FAD.

I

wish,howeve~

to refer more specifi-

cally to some of these proposals.
"The improvement of agro-weather forecasts will help in facilitating the
planning of agricultural operations and is certainly welcome mostly in countries
where agriculture has reached a high technical level.

From our long experience in

agricultural development it appears also that in many instances development of new
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land and the introduction of new crops or improved cultures have overlooked the
ecological aspects of these introductions.

This has often resulted in poor yields or

lack of adaptation of the introduced crops and even the damaging of the environmental
conditions and balance.

The numerous inquiries about the agrometeorologicol survey

previously carried out by the inter-agency group (which is composed of WMO t FAD and
Unesco)on agricultural biometeorology show the interest of these studies.

Such work

has been very useful and I strongly favour the continuation of these inter-agency
studies.

I welcome in particular the provision appearing in this respect in the

agrometeorologicol programme.

In any case the start of the global information

system and of the agrometeorological programme will no doubt accelerate the pace of
the agrometeorologicol surface and ecological studies in general.
"As regards the agrometeorological data component we support of course all
efforts made to improve the standard of agrometeorological networks ond would particularly welcome the possibility of including in the international observation

systems

some data on meteorological factors directly relevant to agriculture, as for instance
sunshine or total radiation.
"Regarding the national synoptic station network, we would like the observation networks in the future to take the needs of agriculture into consideration in
addition to the requirements of civil aviation so as to arrive progressively at the
synoptic network which could also be useful for the agricultural requirements.

A

great effort will also have to be made mainly in the developing countries to bring
the meteorological networks up to the desired standards and to promote in each country
the capabilities of exploitation and interpretation of the data to provide better
meteorological advice to agriculture.
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"As regards training, these remain of utmost importance.

I think, however,

that in the futUre great care should be exercised at national levels to combine
training and agrometeorology with training in other sectors of agriculture.

In my

opinion this is the best way to ensure the appropriate training for people who intend
to become real ogrometeorologists.
"As regards implementation of the ogrometeorological programme, the finance

proposed may seem considerable but it is certainly far from being excessive in the
perspective of a whole undertakin90

I could even odd the joint unit to which I

referred above, and would like to invite WMO

t~

consider the establishment of a new

post of a staff member to be physically posted to FAQ to work with a team who will
be responsible for the whole global early-warning- and information system for food
and agriculture.

The creation of this WHO post will be the implementation of an idea

that has already been envisaged in the past

~ut

which so for has never been achieved.

In fact, the co-operation between our agencies has now taken on a new operational
dimension which renders this kind of collaboration indispensable.
IIThese then IJre the comments I have to offer regarding the agrometeorological
programme.

We think that as soon as the WHO Congress is over arrangements should be

made by our two organizations to formulate on effective start on the question of
world food production assessment.

We know of course that a perfect programme will

only result from several years of hard co-operative work but concerning the world
food programmes we cannot delay.

At least we have to show our firm determination to

progress and to solve the problem in a rational way as new tools and resources become
available.
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"On behalf of the Director-General of FAD I should like to offer our best

wishes for the success of the Seventh WMO Congress that I personally add in my
two capacities as a former expert of WMO and, Sir, as you know, as Director
of the Production Planning of FAD.

Thank you very much."

The President thanked Mr. Albani for his statement.
The meeting rose at 11.55 a.m.

22

MINUTES OF THE SECOND PLENARY MEETING
28 April 1975 at 3.45 p.m.
The meeting opened at 3.45 p.m.
2.

Establishment of a Credentials Committee (Agenda item l.~)
The ~~ pointed out that in accordance with General Regulatio~ 21 it

would be necessary now to establish a Credentials Committee.

He had consulted the

Vice-Presidents on this matter and with their agreement he wished to propose from
the choir that the Credentials Committee should hove the same geographical
representation as for Sixth Congress and that the membership should be
For Regional Association I

follows:

Algeria, Ghana, Upper Volta

I!

Burma, Japan

II!

Colombia

IV

U.S.A.

"

V

New Zealand

"

VI

German Democratic Republic, Spain, Sweden

"

"

"

05

The President stated that the heads of delegations concerned had been consulted and all had accepted nomination.
It was so agreed.
The President requested members of the committee to meet immediately after
the plenary meeting in Room 8 to elect their chairman.

b

Approval of the Agenda (Agenda item 1.3) (Cg-VII/Oo.cs. 1, 1 ADD. 1)
Referring to General Regulations132 and 133, the President submitted the

provisional agenda with its addendum for approval, recalling that the former had
been approved by the Executive Committee prior to its distribution to the Members
of the Organization.
The Dgenda was approved.
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Establishment of committees (Agenda item 1.4) (Cg-VII/Doc. 2,

Cg-VII/INF. 1, REV. 1)
Referring to General Regulation 23, the President proposed to establish the
following committees:

In accordance with General Regulations 24 and 25, the President proposed
that the Nomination Committee be composed of twelve principal delegates and hove the
same geographical representation as for Sixth Congress, each Region being represented

as follows:

For Regional Association I

"

"

Cameroon (United Rep. of), Sudan, Nigeria

II

Afghanistan, Mongolia

III

Brazil

IV

Jamaica, Mexico

V

Malaysia

VI

Hungary, Ireland, Norway

He also stated that all the principal delegates concerned hod been consulted
and all of them had accepted nomination.
It was so agreed.

The President said that, as experience hod shown, there was no need for a
Drafting Committee.

He therefore proposed that Congress should not establish one.

It was so decided.

The President proposed the establishment of a Co-ordination Committee in
accordance with General Regulation 27.
This proposal was accepted.
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~o£kin~ ~o~mitie~

The President stated that in Document Cg-VII/Doc. 2, the proposal was made
that two working committees, A and B, be established and that these should work
simultaneously.

The proposal regarding the allocation of ogenda items to

Committees A and B was mode in Document Cg-VII/INF. 1, REV. 1.
These proposals

were agreed to.

(The meeting was then suspended for ten minutes during which the chairmen of
the working committees were elected.)
4. 5

~o!.kin£l. .b.o~r.§.

The President proposed that the working hours be as follows:
Mondoy to Friday

9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m., and 2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.

Saturday

9.00 a,m. - 11.00 a,m.

It was so agreed.

The President introduced the report which, he stated l contained a consolidated account of the work of the Organization including the activities of Members, the
Executive Committee I regional associations, technical commissions, the many panels
and working groups and the Secretariot.

All of the important questions referred to

in the report formed part of other Congress documents which would be considered by
the working committees.

He acknowledged that the sixth financial period had been

marked by continued progress in WMO's activities.

He expressed his deep and sincere

appreciation to all those who had cont;ibuted to the progress achieved.
Mr. Tsou Ching-meng (China) made the following statement:
l1We have listened to the report made by you, Mr. President and have gone
over the document concerned.

This report enables us to understand in a more

25

SECOND PLENARY MEETING
comprehensive way the activities carried out by WMO and their development during
the past four years.

It is within this period that the People's Republic of

Chino has resumed her lawful seat in Wf>10.

Now, I would like to toke this

opportunity to express our hearty thanks to those friendly countries and
personages who l over {] long period of time, upheld justice and adhered to
principles, and hove mode their positive efforts in the restoration of the lawful

seat to the People's Republic of China in WMO.
"Chino is a developing socialist country, belonging to the Third World.

Like the peoples in most countries in Asia, Africa and Lotin Americo/ China was
subjected to oppression and plunder by imperialism and colonialism for quite a
long time.

As known to all, meteorology has a long history in China.

But under

the reactionary rule of the old China l meteorological service remained in a backward state for many years.
country there were only

0

Before liberation, on the vast territory of our
few meteorological observatories and stations which

mainly served the imperialists and reactionary ruling classes.

The broad masses

of our people fully experienced the great bitterness caused by naturol calamities.
Since the founding of the People's Republic of Chino l under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China and Chairman Moo Tse-tung r our Meteorological Service
has been developed greatly.

We have set up a comparatively complete Meteoro-

logical Service from the National Weather Centre down to the meteorological
observatories of the provinces, municipalities, autonomous regions and districts,
the meteorological stations in the counties, and the weather posts and groups in
the rural areas.

In different parts of our countrYI including some of those high

mountains, deserts and islands, we have set up a relatively dense network of
surface and upper-air stations.
personnel.

We have trained a large number of meteorological

We have built up our own industry for the manufacturing of the meteo-
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rological equipment and attained self-sufficiency in this respect.
also been a big development in meteorological research.

There has

Following Chairman Moo's

teaching "To serve the people whole-heartedly", our meteorological workers go

down to the production front, combine the modern scientific technique with the
weather experiences of the labouring people, make weather forecasts and render
other services bearing in mind the demand of production, so as to make their
contribution to the socialist construction of our country and protect the lives
and properties of the people.
masses.

Therefore, they are warmly welcomed by the broad

Of course, what we hove succeeded is only the beginning.

Our meteoro-

logical work still falls sHort of the demand of our socialist construction and
the need of the broad masses.

Continuous efforts must be made in this field.

hold that any country, big or small, has
meteorological work.

it~

We

own experiences in developing its

While summing up our own experience from time to time, we

should learn with modesty the good experiences from other countries in their
meteorological work as well.
"From -the experience of our own practice in developing China's meteorologicol
work, we realize that only when a country shakes off the aggression and plunder
by imperialism- as well as the old and neo-colonialism, opposes the super-power's
bullying and control and wins complete political and economic independence,
can it be possible for her to open up a brood road to develop the meteorological
work.

The construction of the meteorological work must proceed from the interests

of the people, integrate with the brood mosses, do according to the specific
situation and condition of its own country and take the road of self-reliance.
Only then can the meteorological work

be prosperously developed.

Of course,

self-reliance does not mean the rejection of equitable and necessary technical
co-operation and mutual assistance.
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Mr. President,

"At present, countries want independence r nations wont liberation, peoples
want revolution -

this has become the irresistible historical trend.

The inter-

national situation is developing in the direction favourable to the people of
the world.

We ore happy to note that many countrie~ after freeing themselves

from the colonialist rule and winning independence, have developed their own
meteorological work and joined WHO, thus

providing a new force to it.

"We have always maintained that countries r big or small, should be equal.

The affairs of a country must be handled by its own people.

While the affairs

of WMO must be handled jointly by all the Members of the Organization.
members from the Third World have constituted the majority of WMO.

Today,

They have

made a great contribution to the co-operation in the world meteorological work
and will play an even greater role.

Therefore,

national meteorological work can have a

~e

hold that whether the inter-

universal and healthy development or

not is inseparable from the meteorological development of the Third World countries.
We hope that WHO will act in line with the world trend, reflect the eager aspiration
and demand of the peoples allover the world, those of the Third World in particular, and make contributions to the development of the international meteorological
work, particularly that of the Third World.

Mr. President,
"The Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nom have sent in to the Seventh Congress their application for Membership
of WMO.

This is an importont question to be solved by this Congress.

Delegation firmly supports their rightful demands.

The Chinese
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"For many years, peoples of Koree and Viet-Nam like other peoples from the

Third World hove scored great Success in their heroic struggles to free themselves
from the colonial rule, safeguard notional independence and s t a t e

.

sovere~gnty.

They hove made important contributions to the couse of unity against imperialism,
and: have won

pro found

sympathy

upholding countries and peoples-.

and

res pee t f rom th e peace-loving justice_

They en joy increasingly high international

prestige.

"The Korean peoplerdeveloping the spirit of self-reliance and hard struggle,

hove achieved great success in the building up of their country, transforming the
once poor and backward country into a prosperous socialist one.
logical work likewise has' scored a great development.
Democratic People's Republic of Korea has joined

U~

Their meteoro-

In recent years, the

specialized agencies

such

as Unesco, WHO and UPU and has further contributed to promoting the friendly
co-operation omong peoples of all countries.

The Chinese Delegation holds that

WHO should oct in accorcl'ance with, the developing situotion, ond accept the genuine
representative of the Korean people - the Democratic People I s Republic of Koreato be a Member of the Organization.
"The Vietnamese' people, after their great victory in fighting against the
colonialist and imperialist agression, have continuously corried forword their
glorious. tradition of hard strugg.le, and have recorded outstanding success in
healing the wounds of war ond in building up a socialist country.
logical service has stood the severe test of wor.

The meteoro-

Some observatories and stations

were ruined; however, they have rebuilt and developed their meteorological network within these two years and have ployed an active role in their domestic
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construction, in the protection of lives and properties of their people as well

as in international

meteorological

work.

The Chinese

Del~gotion

holds that

the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom is fully entitled to be a Member of WMO.
"We maintain that according to the Convention of WMO, the application of the

Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom
for Membership of WMO is reasonable.
application without delay.

The present Congress should approve their

We believe that

~Iith

their participation, they will

surely make a positive contribution to WMO and international meteoro199ica1
co-operation and we believe that their application will certainly be supported
by Member States and personages of the Organization who uphold justice.
"Under the leadership of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Viet-Nam r the people in South Viet-Nom have waged a heroic struggle
to safeguard national rights J to realize national harmony and to maintain the Paris
agreement and have won brilliant victories.

We hold that the Provisional Revo-

lutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nom which is the genuine
representative of the people in South Viet-Nom is fully entitled to join WMO.
Mr. President,
"This is the first time for the Chinese Delegation to attend the Congress of
WHO.

We have participated in very few activities sponsored by WHO up to now.

There are still many things we have to learn and get acquainted with.

We would

like to make our contribution to strive for a positive outcome of this Congress
and to further promote the friendship among the meteorologists of all countries."
The President thanked the Delegate of

China and stated that the question

of Membership would be discussed under ogenda item 10.4.
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Dr. Bohme (German Democratic Republic) stated that in reading the President's
report and list_ening to the introductory remarks concerning WHO's activities, special

appreciation should be paid to the progress made in the World Weather Watch ond in
other fields such as the Global Atmospheric Research Programme, the technical cooperation programme, the operational hydrology and publications programmes.

He felt

that world-wide co-operation to collect, exchange and use meteorological information
and knowledge was necessary to achieve the moin ·oim of WMO.

He stressed that by all its activities WHO essentially contributed to the
progress and consolidation of d6tente and peaceful co-operation.
Congress of the victory of the U.S.S.R.

~nd

Reminding the

the other powers of the Anti-Hilter

Coali tion 30 years ago and referring to the foundation of the Unitsd Nations
Organization which aimed at maintaining peace and security, at establishing

friendly

relations between the peoples and at promoting international co-operation, he
s-tated that WHO as a Specialized Agency of the UN was following these principles.
He stated that the comprehensive WHO programme for the seventh financial
period was positive ond contained a variety of progressive ideas.

He however

expressed his concern that the resources and means would not be sufficiently concentrated on such problems as the WWW, environmental monitoring and technical co-operation.
He expressed the view that by concentrating the resources of the Organization an
the priorities and guaranteeing a high efficiency of its work, Q smaller budget than
the proposed one would suffice.
He stated the necessity to adopt the applications for Membership of the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and of the Democratic People' s Republic of KoreQ.
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Mr. Grishchenko (Ukrainian S.S.R.) said that the Seventh Congress of the World
Meteorological Organization was taking place at a time when throughout the world
processes of relaxation and easing of tensions were taking place, and that peaceful
coexistence was being put into practice.

He thought that this was a favourable

atmosphere for the efficient cnd fruitful activities of WHO in the field of international co-operation.
He stated that the fact that WMO was not yet a universal organization was a
handicap, and that access to Membership should be extended to the Korean Democratic
Peoplds Republic and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom.

Their Membership would be

in the interests of the development of international co-operation within the sphere
of WHO and under its convention.
He attached great value to the World Weather Watch,which was the basic
programme of the Organization, but he was of the view that it was not developing
fast enough.

He stressed

that

the

WWW

programme

met

the

needs of all countries including the small and developing ones.

requirements

and

Great importance

was also attached to the First Global Experiment of GARP and the major tasks of
meteorology in the long-term programme as well as the matters of man-made actions
on the climate.
expediency

He stressed that the success of every programme depended on the

ond its place in the

present time in all its aspects.

In connexion with the agrometeorological programme, he thought that there
was little evidence that positive results could be obtained at the present stage,
as there were insufficient links between the meteorological work and that relating
to the

production of crops.

He felt that this programme could be fulfilled only

after the complete implementation of the WWW.
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Commenting on the

budge~

he stated that the proposed increases were not fully

substantiated nor very clear.
His delegation could not agree with the proposed budget.

He pointed out

that in May the 30th Anniversary of victory over fascism would be celebrated.
This great victory made possible

the

development of the fruitful co-operation

between States and people in particular in the field of meteorology.
Finally, he stated that WMO was effectively contributing to the continued
development of fruitful co-operation omong the people and he wished it further
success,

Mr. ~ (Lesotho) thanked WMQ for inviting his country as on observer to
the Congress.

He informed the Congress of the urgent need to develop meteorological

services in his country.

He stated that with WMO and UNDP technical assistance

since 1973 on encouroging progress had been achieved in the development of an
organized notional Meteorological Service and in training meteorolosical personnel.
He informed the Congress that the question of his country's Membership in WMO was
under active considerotion.
Mr.Samiullah (Pakistan)

expressed the view that because of the vital

problem of food shortage in the world, WHO should, in the coming financial period,
strengthen its role in agricultural meteorology.
role in operational hydrology

~ad

He then stated that the WHO's

been discussed at length at Sixth Congress and by

the Executive Committee, and strongly recommended that Congress should not hesitate
to accept its responsibility in this field.
Finally, he stressed that technical assistance should be given a greater share
in the regular budget of WMO.

This he considered absolutely essential for the devel-

oping countries to catch up with and ploy their legitimate part in the WWW programme.
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Mr. Al Sultan (Iraq) informed the Congress that the meteorological department
in Iraq had developed and enlarged its services to civil aviation, agricultural,

hydrological and industrial sectors and scientific research, as well as its training
programme in which WMO technical assistonce and YAP had proved useful.

Further

expansion of services and observation network stations was envisaged in the national

five-year development plan (1976-1980).

The plan also included the establishment of

a training centre for which he requested WMO assistance.

He then thanked WMO for

its great achievement in meteorology.
Dr. Pechola (Czechoslovakia) stated that the present Congress marked a significant milestone in the development of international co-operation in meteorology.
The use of existing methods and technical possibilities in the broad field of practical applications would facilitate the further rapid development of meteorological
services throughout the world.
He was of the view that the implementation of the WWW had made it possible
to process large amounts of meteorological data and had considerably improved the
quality of data.

The WWW had also a high scientific importance.

He considered it

necessary to have a more concentrated endeavour by Members in all WMO programmes so
that national resources were used more efficiently.
He then informed the Congress of

t~e

rapid progress

in the hydrometeorological science and services.

T~e

m~de

in Czechoslovakia

RTH at Prague, he said, was a

good example of combination of national endeavour and general support from WHO for
which he expressed his appreciation and thanks.
Noting the large number of projects in the WHO programme, and considering the
limited resources available in the countries, he suggested that priority should be
given to completing or improving the projects already approved taking into account
the social and economic aspects.
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He heartily supported the applicution for Membership by the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom and the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea.
Mr. Petrossiantl(U.S.S.R.) stated thot the conditions for the development of
meteorology in the world had greatly improved recently on account of lessening of

tension.

He said that the deep-rooted meteorological world science had developed

through international co-operation which was mode possible by the victory of peoples
who overcame fascism.

He informed the Congress that on 9 Moy 1975, the 30th anniver-

sary of that victory would be celebrated.
He welcomed the representatives of new

Membe~of

WMD.

He supported the

request for Membership by the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom and the Democratic
People's Republic of

Kore~

who have regular Meteorological

S~rvices.

He expressed his satisfaction with the fundamental WWW programme of WHO but
he considered that WWW hod not developed as fast as it should have according to the
nriginol plan.

He was of the opinion that

developmen~

of WWW facilities in all

developing countries and regions was needed not only for weather forecasting, but
0150

for such tragic disasters as the drought in Sahelian regions.

He gave high

priority to WMO assistance to developing countries for setting up Meteorological
Services.
He also expressed satisfaction with the co-operation shown in the GATE, which
sought to establish scientific methods of weather forecasting and modelling of climate.
In connexion with the future programme he confirmed his support to the
programme of

WWW~

research, man and his environment and technical co-operation.

He

was of the opinion that the WHO success in the IHD and GATE was the result of careful
pl_anning and that some of the new proposed projects hod not been sufficiently worked
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He acknowledged the important role of meteorology in agriculture but he thought

that it was necessary to strengthen the relevant national Services without which the
proposed WHO agrometeorological project could not be carried out.
project needed to be studied in depth.
subsequent documents,

Therefore

this

He stated that in Document Cg-VII/Doc. 3 and

the Secretary-General proposed a budget which exceeded the

budget for the previous financial period by more thon 100 per cent.
growth rate of more than ten per cent per year.

That meant a

The Soviet Delegation could not agree

with the proposed budget.
The President thanked all the speakers for their statements.

He expressed

the hope that in its participation in building a programme for the seventh financial
period the U.S.S.R. delegation would not restrict itself to aten per cent increase.
It was important that Congress should approve a successful programme and he felt that
the increase would be within the limits of the ability of Members of WMO.
There being no further comments, the report by the President of WMO was
referred to the working committees.

6.

Re orts of the residents of re ionol associations (Agenda item 5.1)
(Cg_VII Docs. ~ 33, 35, 39, 43, and 60

6.1

Re~o£t_b~!h~ £r~sld~n! ~f_R~glo~al As~o£i~tlo~ ~I_(Iu£oRel (Cg-VII/Ooc. 21)

Mr. Schneider (president of Regional Association VI) introduced his report.
There being no

comment~

the report was referred to the working committees.

Mr. Abayomi (president of Regional Association I) introduced his report,

inviting Congress to take note of the document and examine it in the working
committees, particularly the proposals by the sixth session of the Association.
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Regarding the new decolonization policy of Portugal, he expressed a special word of
appreciation to Mr. de Sousa, the Director of the Portuguese Meteorological Service
whose maturity, understanding and co-operation

prevailed overthe years despite

the much criticized colonial policies of the previous government of his country.
There being no comments, the report was referred to the working committees.

Mr. Novai (president of Regional Association II) introduced his report.
There being no comments, the report was referred to the working committees.

6.4
Mr. Veneronclo Pereira (president of Regional Association III) introduced his
report.

There being no comments, the report was referred to the working commit·tees.

6.5

The President proposed that in view of the fact that the presidents
Regional Associations IV and V were not present, their reports be

~eferred

of
to the

working committees.
This proposol was accepted.
The President then thanked the presidents of the regional associations for
their reports

and the excellent manner in which they had conducted the work of

their respective associations.
The meeting rose at 5.42 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE THIRD PLENARY MEETING
29 April 1975 at 9.45 a,m.
The meeting opened at 9.45 a.m.

L

Reports by the presidents of technical commissions

(Agenda item 2.2)

Dr. Lonngvist (president of the Commission for Basic Systems) presented his
report contained in Document Cg-VII/Doc. 23.

He pointed to the major achievement of

the Commission in the elaboration of the draft WWW plan for 1976-1979 which is submitted to the Congress by the Executive Committee in Document Cg-VII/Doc. 12.
Recalling some of the important decisions by the sixth session of CBS the previous

year concerning the GOS, GDPS, GTS and the Codes, he mentioned in particular the proposal to develop a Guide on the GOS and the completion of Volume I of the Guide on the
GDflS which would contain numerical and manual methods used in real-time analysis and
predictions including a special chapter devoted to the tropics.

He called for con-

tinued efforts by Members in implementing the GTS especially to meet the needs of the
First Global Experiment.
He drew attention to the revised terms of reference proposed for the Commission
in Document Cg-VII/Doc. 34, with the additional responsibilities in the field of
meteorological satellites and monitoring of the performance of WWW as a whole, both
of which are very important in the development period ahead.
He paid a warm tribute to Dr. Leonov, his predecessor.
Explaining his proposal for on extraordinary

session of the Commission, he

said that meetings once in every four years as before would not allow the Commission
to contribute effectively to the operational activities typical of CBS.
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There being no

comment~

the report was referred to the working committees.

The President recalled the similar view expressed by the president of RA VI
the previous day on the four-year intervals between sessions of constituent bodies.

Ke£oEt_by !h£ Rr~sid~n! £f_t~e_C£m~i~sio~ iOE
Qb~eEv£tio~ (eg-VII/Doc. 16)

!n~tEu~errt~ ~n~ ~e!h£d~ ~f

Mr. Treussart (president of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of
Observation) submitted his report contained in the above-mentioned document.

His

report reviewed the activities of the Commission since the previous Congress.

He

summarized some of the importont aspects of the activities of the Commission's
worki~g

groups and rapporteurs.

He drew attention ta the fact that the new respon-

sibility added to the Commission relating to monitoring of background pollution called
for devetopment of extremely sensitive sensors to measure very accurately the pollution elements contained in the air.
He stated further. that the work of the Commission would Qe oriented according
to three broad guidelines, namely, improvement of instrumentation, information availability and training of personnel.

Moreover, CIMO planned to pursue developments on

a regional basis, as was the case of the technical conference in London (1971) for
Regions I and VI on the use of meteorological radar;

a similar conference had been

planned in Kuala Lumpur next month for Regions II and V.
There being no comments/the report was referred to the working committees.

In the absence of the president of the Commission for Atmospheric Sciences,
Dr. ~ (vice-president of the Commission for Atmospheric Sciences) introduced
the report contained in Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 47.
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He highlighted some of the important activities of the Commission in the field
of tropical meteorology, air pollution, weather modification and satellite meteorology.
He mentioned in particular that the present advanced state of development of numerical
models of the general circulation would lead to the possibilities of research on the
causative factors of droughts as well as on the physical causes of wet and dry spells
of long duration_ studies of potential economic benefit.

As the focal point of all

research activities in WMO, CAS co-ordinated with the GARP programmes and would also
be involved in the planning, execution and evaluation of the research component of the
WMO Tropical Cyclone_Project.
l.,ith regard to the meetings of working groups, he drew attention to the CAS
view that instead of authorizing a certain number of meetings of the groups every year,
the Executive Committee should allocate a global sum of money to each Commission for
each year and authorize the president of the Commission to decide, in consultation
with the Secretary-General, on which working groups should hold their sessions.
There being no

comment~

the report was referred to the working committees.

Mr. Duverge (president of the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology) presen ted his report contained in the above-mentioned document.

He pointed to the

special character of the Commission in dealing with, on an equal footing, activities
wi thin two international organizations - WMD and rCAD - which explained the fact that
conjoint meetings of the Commission with appropriate bodies of rCAD became essential
especially for the adoption of common regulatory material or whenever modifications
to such material became

~ecessary.
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He gave a brief account of the twa major sessions of the Commission held conjointly with reAD bodies and' the important results achieved.

In particular he

mentioned the revision of the regulations at the joint session in 1974.

A procedural

problem with regard to the date of introduction of the new regulations remained to be
solved t since

reAO planned to implement them from August 1976 whereas a nine_month

notice to Members would be required under WMO procedures.
He made special mention of the excellent colloboration that existed between
WMO and lCAO which, in fact, enabled the Executive Committee to dissolve the Panel on

WHO/reAD Relations;

the co-operation between WMO and leAD had since then continued

very satisfactorily.
He wished that the next session of CAsM be held at the time of ICAO 9th AN
Conference in April 1976.
There being no comments, the report was referred to the working committees.
The President expressed his great satisfaction at the close and fruitful
co-operation between the two organizations, WMO and ICAO.

In the absence of both the president and the vice-president of the Commission
for Agricultural Meteorology, the President stated that the report would be directly
referred to the working committees.

Mr. Dury (president of the Commission for Marine Meteorology) presented his
report contained in Document Cg-VII/boc. 24.

He mentioned that,pursuing a vigorous

programme of applications, the Commission had given great attention to a number of
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practical aspects concerning seD

and ship weather routeing.
tory

co-operation

ieel sea-surface temperature, waves, ocean currents

CMM was also aware of the need for strengthening the volun-

of ships, which constitute the major source of marine observations

and training of marine observers, to ensure high quality of their meteorological work.
CMM laid great emphasis on the importance of survey missions for organizing
marine meteorological services where such assistance was needed.

Recognizing the

need for transfer of technology as means of increasing the capabilities of countries,
in particular the developing countries, a number of technical reports had either been
published or were under preparation.

He mentioned that the Guide to the Marine

Meteorological Services System to be published soon would be of great use to countries in this respect.
He also pointed to the intimate interrelation between the marine meteorological
and oceanographic work and the combined efforts needed for various applications.

In

this relation he mentioned the role of CMM in IGOSS and its projects, which were being
developed jointly by WMO and IOC.
There being no comments/the report was referred to the working committees.

Mr. Popov (president of the Commission for Hydrology) presented his report
contained in the above-mentioned document.

Recdlling that the Sixth Congress reso-

lutions concerning the field of hydrology had strengthened the Commission's activities,
he specially mentioned that the adoption of the Technical Regulations on operational
hydrology constituted on extremely important step.

The Sixth Congress decisions had

also enabled the Commission to contribute significantly to the IHD programme.

The

role of WMO in international hydrology, through its Commission for Hydrology, had been
highly appreciated by the Joint Conference of Unesco and WHO the previous year.
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He drew attention to the major tasks

fo~

the future work of the Commission,

listed in the appendix to Document-Cg-VII/Doc. 18, and explained the importan~e and

implications of some of them.

He Itreesed that iMplementation ~f the work programme

as planned and the effective participation of WMQ in programmes of other international
organizations such as Unesco and FAQ would depend on the decisions of the Seventh
Congress.

There being no comments, the report was referred to the working committees.

In the absence of the president of the Commission for Special Applications
of Meteorology and Climatology, the report was referred directly to the working committees.
The President noted that consideration of agenda item 2.2 had been concluded.
He expressed his appreciation to the presidents of the technical commissions for the
work accomplished by them.
The Secretary-General thankfully acknowledged the expressions of appreciation
for the assistance of the Secretariat made by the presidents of the technical commissions as well as of the regional associations in their reports considered under agenda
items 2.2 and 5.1.

He further thanked the President for the understanding and con-

sideration shown by him not only towards himself but to the Secretariat as a whole.

ll.

Programme and budget (Agenda item 8)
(Cg_VII/Oocs. 3, 4, 49, 63, 63 ADD. 1, 76, 79, 93)
Opening the discussion on agenda item 8, the President reminded delegotes

that the detailed -discussion of this item would be undertaken by Committee B.

The
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present discussions in plenary were intended to offer guidance to the Committee and,
in view of this, speakers were asked to confine their remarks to general aspects.

Presenting the proposed programme and budget for the next four-year period the
Secretary-General referred to Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 3.

He said that

0$

the document

had been distributed several months previously a detailed account seemed unnecessary
but that he would like to make some general comments and to underline the most important

features of the proposals.

The document was in the form of the proposed programme,

on the one hand, and the budget required to implement it, on the other.

This was

because the programme-budget approach was now a well-established basis for planning
and decision making in the United Nations system, hut also because of marked fluctua_
tions in currency exchange rates and widespread inflation, the cost of implementing
a programme might vary widely within a financial period.

He therefore suggested that

Congress might also wish to consider the procedure to be followed if the period until
next Congress should present the same external financial difficulties as the present
financial period did.
At Sixth Congress a new system had been adopted in which the activi ties of WMO were
approved under four headings:

World Weather Watch; Research, Education and Training;

Interaction of Man and his Environmenti

Technical Co-operation.

This innovation had

been successful and the proposals for the next financial period followed the same system.

Some adjustments to the number and scope of the programmes were however pro-

posed.
The World Weather Wotch was the basic programme on which 011 other activities
depended and would therefore need to continue and develop further.

He mentioned the

need to take account of the improved meteorological satellite system, the need for a
moni toring system for the I"hole programme, the need for assistance to Member countries
in co-ordinating implementation on a regional and sub-regional basis.

THIRD PLENARY MEETING

44

With regard to research, education and training the Secretary-General said that
although there were good reasons for combining

t~esel

the increasing importance of edu-

cation and training now justified a neW I separate programme.

Research must of course

continue, and he mentioned the success of GATE and other developments.

It was

This programme

therefore ·proposed to create a Research and Development Programme.

would comprise WMO support to GARP, and activities at present falling within the terms
of reference of CAS and elMO.

particular importance:

In the

latter category there were two developments of

the Tropical Cyclone Project and weather modification.

He

mentioned the wisdom of creating the former as events had shown, but that a cautious
approach had hitherto been taken to the latter.

Nevertheless, the Executive Commit-

tee at its l-ast session had taken the view that WMO should become more acti ve in this field
and requested the Secretary-General to submit to this Congress a proposed weather modi Hcaticn programm~ which had been done in Document Cg-Vn/Doc. 19.
Three changes were proposed in the Interaction of Man and his Environment Programme.

The first was the revision of the title to "Meteorological Applications and

Environment Prpgramme".

The second was to take hydrological activities from this

programme and to establish a ne\o{ "Hydrology and Water Resources Develo.pment Programme".
The third concerned an agrometeorological programme to assist in the immensely important question of world food production.
Stressing the importance of the Technical Co-operation

Programm~

that the main sources of assistance were UNDP and WHO's own YAP.

he mentioned

At the same time the

system of funds in trust was expanding while the regular budget included provision for
training fellowships. All these forms of co-operation should continue in the next period
and be developed to the maximum possible extent. At present YAP was intended to give
ossistance in implementing WWW only but Congress might wish to consider whether its
scope should be widened.

Closely linked with technical co-oper~tion were regional
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activities which/when grouped
programme.

togethe~

mignt be considered as constituting a regional

The activities of the six regional associations constituted the backbone

of this programme and no change seemed necessary.
The Secretary-General stated that proposals for the WMO Secretariat followed
the programme pattern.

Two new prograrnrnes had however been proposed subsequent to

the preparation of Document Cg-VII/boc. 3, namely weather-modification and ogrometeorological programmes.
grammes

would

Decisions would have to be taken as to how all the pro-

be given the necessary Secretariat supportr and proposals were

contained in Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 3.

Regarding the weather-modification programme,

in the interests of economy it was proposed that responsibility be allocated to the
Research and Development Deportment.

In the case of the agrometeorological programme,

which impinged upon several other programmes, it was proposed that responsibility
be given to a small new unit in the Secretory-General's Office.
programme,s

d.

For other

separate department for' each was proposed.

The Secretariat could not function without the normal supporting services and,
as at present/ an Administration Department and a Conference and Publications Department were therefore necessory.
The Secretary-General pointed out that Sixth Congress had approved a post of
Assistant Secretary-General.

Unfortunately, the financial resources approved hod not

permitted this post, and several others, to be filled.

If, however, the new system

of programmes and departments were to work successfully he considered it would be
necessary to have two Assistant Secretaries-General.

He stressed that it was not in-

tended that they should become a kind of "barrier" between the regional offices and
heads of departments, on the one hand, and the Secretary-General's Office, on the other.
Lastly, he referred to the Secretariat arrangements for the Research and Development Programme, comprising GARP, on the one hand, and other research and development
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activities l on the other.
very different lines.

The methods for dealing with these separate posts followed

GARP activities were the responsibility of the GARP Activities

Office, which functioned separately from the Research Department itself.

This

inevi tably -raised some complication but no change was proposed for the next period.

The

Secretary-G~neral

then turned to the budget.

He expressed the view that

the proposed increase was reasonable and perhaps unduly modest. He pointed Qut,. however,
that since Document Cg ... VII/Doc. 3 hod been prepared, there had bee.n many develop-

rnents which required changes in the figures given.

In addition there were relatively

small increases due to the w;eather-modi fication and agrometeorologicol programmes.
Thus, the budget now showed a substantial increase, but when expressed as a percentage

" should be seen in their
increase in the actual programme t he suggested that the proposals
t~ue

perspective.

Having regard to present-day circumstances he said that it was

difficult to see how the Organization could fulfil its responsibilities without a
programme increase of this ord'er.
The Secretary-General then turned to the need for flexibility.

He mentioned

that with the present flexibility given to the Executive Committee, many of the financial difficulties could be met wi thout convening an extraordinary session of
Congress.

But some difficulties could not be overcome and it was therefore felt

necessary to submit to Congress under another agenda item a supplementary estimate for
the present financial period.

To avoid similar difficulties in the future it wos pro-

posed that an additional measure of flexibility be given to the Executive Committee.
The Secretary-General mentioned the increasing recognition by international
organizations and other bodies of the importance of the work of WMO and its relevance
to the problems now facing all nations I such as world food production, water resources,
droughts and flooas ond environmentql problems.

To demonstrate this he quoted- from

a resolution adopted by the UN Economic and Social Council after an in-depth study of

THIRD PLENARY MEETING

WMO's activities.

47

He then concluded by referring to the remarks of the President in

his address delivered on the previous day, namely that Member countries should not ask
themselves whether they could-afford the resources which WMO needed to meet its responsi-

bilities; they should rather reflect on the consequences of these responsibilities not
being met.

The President expressed his thanks to the Secretary-General for the excellent
manner in which he presented his proposals, and then gave the floor to the Delegate
of Egypt.

Mr. Khalil (Egypt) stressed the importance ~f the agenda item and said that
he wished only to draw attention to what was essential to meet the pressing needs of
the notions of the world, particularly the developing countries.

He stated that his

delegation considered that the proposals constituted a sound and reasonable basis for
discussion, and that the budget was balanced and reasonable, and in some respects
modest.

He pointed out that careful attention must be given not only to the way in

which the budget could be reduced, but also to the need, in some cases, to increase
the programme without fearing the consequent increase in the budget.
Mr. Khalil added that the Executive Committee had examined the proposals/
recognized the balanced and constructive approach, and given some indication as to
where economies might be effected and where greater financial provision might be
contemplated.

He said that his delegation felt that Congress should accept the broad

lines of the proposals and should then address its attention to areas where decreases
or increases might be necessary.
He stated that RA I and RA IV had indicated the special provisions which
should be included in the budget.

He acknowledged that a vote of thanks was due to

the presidents and Members of these two regional associations, since this was the
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first time that attention had been drawn to the requirements on a regional level.

He

said that his delegation strongly felt that Congress should endeavour to meet the
pressing needs of these Regions, not only in the interests of the developing countries
but because meteorology as a whole woufd reap the benefit.

There was no doubt that

the developed countries should agree to the provision of the necessary resources

which would enable the developing countries to promote and develop their Meteorological Services in order to obtain a better understanding of weather with the consequent practical benefits.
He stated that the proposals for adjustments to the technical programmes

were acceptable.

He said that the proposals for increased financial provision for

WWW were acceptable and might be even somewhat modest.
He then mentioned the
production.

~.grometeorological

programme in oid of world food

He expressed the view that the programme hod been very ably elaborated.

While the programme would be of great help in alleviating the acute food shortage in
many parts of the world, it would be of special importance to the developing countries in which agriculture continued to be the basis of the notional economy.
should here be

s~ressed

It

that co-operation between WMD and FAD should be strengthened.

For these reasons, his delegation fully supported the proposals for this programme.
He went on

t~

say that his delegation also fully supported the proposals for

the Education and Training programme.

It was, however, recognized that neither UNDP

nor YAP were likely to be the means of fully meeting training requirements.

The

Secretary-General had wisely proposed the continuation of the long-term fellowships
under the regular budget and, for the first time,
training seminars and· technical conferences.
pr~posed

financi~l

provisions for regional

'He said the only doubt was whether the

increased provisions for long-term fellowships and the new provisions for

training seminars and technical conferences were adequate.

He expressed the hope
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that Congress would be able to go beyond the Secretary-General's proposal.

Experience

had shown that there was a pressing need to expand the training activities of the
Organization and to include short-term fellowships in the regular budget.
fellowships were of great importance to the developing countries.

Short-term

Explaining the

need for these fellowships,he expressed the hope that Congress would seriously
consider making sufficient provisions for short-term fellowships in the regular

budget.
In connexion with the structure of the Secretariat, it hod to be admitted
that, in spite of the inevitable increase in the activities of the Organization,
Congress had always followed the philosophy of expecting an efficient functioning
of the Secretariat without considering the need to augment the staff.

In order to

build up a well-balanced and competent Secretariat, his delegation fully supported
the Secretary-General's proposals.

He concluded by expressing the view that the

resources should be available to meet the tasks which lay ahead, in the knowledge
that the work of WMO was so essential and vital that if it were not able to meet the
needs of the world, other organizations would attempt to do so, but much less
effectively than WMO.

He therefore urged that the consideration of the budget should

be undertaken with the feeling that the work of WMO was important to all countries,
developed and developing, and that it was in the interests of all the delegations
that this Congress should approve a programme and budget commensurate with the
responsibilities facing the Organization.
The President thanked the Delegate of Egypt and gave the floor to the
Delegate of the U.S.A.
Mr. White (U.S.A.) said that the last four years had been noteworthy for the
great strides in improving weather services, through the implementation of WWW and
through programmes of education, training and technical assistance.

He also
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mentioned the achievement a f WMO and IGSU in successfully planning and implementing GATE.

He then mentioned that in the last four years there had been great changes in technological means and in the nature of world problems the solution of which could be
assisted by the applications of meteorology.

It was to these problems that attention

must be turned in deciding the programme for the next four years.
The Secretary-General had prepared proposals for new programmes and the task
of this Congress was to choose which of these could be supported within the limits

of the available budget.
differing views.

This would require compromises among delegations with

Congress would have to deal with pressing world needs through the

applications of meteorology and hydrology.

He said that in the context of these

global needs he would like to set forth some of the views of his government.
With regard to WWW he said that the foremost priority continued to be the
coll~ction

and exchange of meteorological

inform~tion,

forecasts and warnings to protect life and property.

to meet national needs for
This meant continued imple-

mentation of WWW, and the U.S.A. was prepared to support this.

He said that his

cauhtry would do so through VAP, to meet the needs of developing countries;

through

the development of meteorological satellites; through developing the WMC and the RMCs
for which the U.S.A. was responsible. He added that he hoped that Congress would take
steps to remedy deficiencies in WWW, and mentioned that the U.S.A. felt some concern
ot the pace of implementation of the GOS.
He mentioned that the last four yeors had seen the emergence of on old
problem in a new form., namely world food shortages.

It was essential that Congress

should take steps to ollevlote sucli shortages, and many proposals before the Congress
relot~d

to this problem.

Some of the programmes such as GARP and FGGE were

at extending the time-range of forecasts end understanding climate.

dire~ted

Success in these
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programmes would lead to incalculable benefits to agriculture and the U.S.A. urged
all nations to participate in such programmes.
There were also new proposals before the Congress.

The World Food Conference

had proposed that WMO should establish an early warning system.

The U.S.A. hoped

that WMO would collaborate with FAD to implement this proposal by making appropriate
use of the existing WMCs and RMCs under the WWW plan.
Then there was the proposal for an international weather-modification experiment/which he believed had a sound basis/and the U.S.A. urged favourable action by
Congress on this programme.
He went on to mention that the maintenance of environmental quality was of
deep concern to all notions.

WMO hod a central role in this effort and had ongoing

activities within GARP and studies related to climate.
Food r energy, economic development and protection against disasters were
closely related to water resources.

He said that he believed that WHO had an oppor-

tunity at this Congress to expand its efforts in hydrology to provide the notions of
the world with hydrological services essential to provision of water resource informotion.

The U.S.A. hoped that the proposed changes in the Convention of WHO related to

activities in hydrology would be adopted by this Congress.
With regard to technical assistance he said thot, while much had been achieved,
technical assistance and education and training were still important but unfinished
tasks.

He hoped that Congress would take decisions, enabling WMO to meet the needs

in developing countries.

He said that the U.S.A. would continue its high level of

support of YAP and expand it to include short-term training needs and hydrological
aspects of WWW.

Help would also be provided to developing countries to use meteoro-

logical information available through new technology such as satellites.

He believed
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that technical assistance and education and training were best provided under voluntary programmes and hoped that technical assistance in the regular budget could be
kept to a minimum.
He then passed on to the budget and said that the most difficult question was
its level and the purposes for which funds would be spent.

The U.S.A. would support

substantial increases but believed that the budget proposed by the Secretary-General
was excessive.

The U.S.A. believed that a reduction of as much as 20 per cent was

possible while still providing for significant new efforts and-retention of essential
programmeS.

Each programme must be examined very carefully and large staff increases

in the Secretariat should not be supported.

Some agreement on a target figure for

the budget prior to detailed discussions was important.
Turning to the future, he said that WMO was one of the most successful international organizations within the UN system.

Basically this was because Members of

WHO had much to gain by mutual co-operation, but also because the Organization had
not been diverted by political issues.

Furthermor~

the permanent representatives

were directors of weather services and hence technically knowledgeable persons.
Success had also been due to the insistence that WMO should work as an internationol
co-ordinating body rather than os an operating body.

Finally success was due to

paying attention to the needs of developing as well as the developed nations.
He said that he hoped that past traditions and procedures would be observed,
but recognized that the Organization faced a rapidly changing world and hoped
therefore that its Members would n'at be so bound by tradition as not to be able to
respond to new challenges.
The President thanked the Delegate of the U.S.A. and called upon the Delegate
of Japan to take the floor.
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Mr. Mohri (Japan) commenced by reviewing what had been achieved in the past
four years.

He mentioned the progress made in the implementation of WWW and its

three components on which all other programmes depend.
Turning to the present proposals, he said that the programmes were much more
logically developed thon before.

Technical co-operation and regional training should

be expanded so that developing countries CQuid ploy their part in the implementation
of various programmes.
to GOS of the WWW and to

He said that Japon could assist in severol ways.
GAR~

With regard

Jopon would launch a geostationary satellite and the

resulting improvement in data coverage

~ould

enable studies to be undertaken of the

general circulation, droughts in the tropics, tropical cyclones, monsoons, heavy

rainfall, etc.

With regard to the GDPS, Japan would assist particularly in the field

of numerical weather prediction.

As regards the GTS, there were alternative proposals

to closing the Main Trunk Circuit in which the RTH Tokyo was directly involved.

Japan

could accept either of these proposals.
He said that programmes

other than the WWW

would actively participate in their implementotion.

were also important and Japan
He mentioned the Tropical Cyclone

Project to which Japan had been contributing and said that it would continue to do so.
He said that technical co-operation and training should receive particular attention.
With regard to the Secretary-General's proposals, he considered that they
described in a satisfactory manner the programme to be followed, but he appreciated
the difficulties due to the monetary situation and inflation.

Japon was prepared to

discuss the details of the budget to ensure efficient use of the limited resources.

The President thanked the Delegate of Japan and asked the Delegate of the
U.K. to take the floor.
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Mr. Mason (U.K.) said he wished to make a few general remarks about the scale
and scope of the programme and to_ soya few special \~ords about priorities.

The importance of meteorology was becoming more and more widely recognized,
and demands for meteorological information were increasing rapidly.

Unfortunately,

due to economic problems, it was highly unlikely that resources would be mode
available at the some rote.

It wos consequently important to consider priorities.

He

said- that the U.K. would like to see Congress try to distinguish between the central

core of the programme and other projects which, however desirable they might be,
could in- the lost resort be sacrificed, if necessary.

Among the essential projects

were WWW, GARP, the Education and Training Programme, Hydrological and Water Resources
Programme and some of the proposed new programmes.

Despite financial difficulties

it was always_ important for a dynamic Organization like WMO to have new pro jects-,
but Congress should also endeavour to find out what could be discontinued.
Much had been achieved in WWW but nevertheless, even in Europe, the- quality
and number of obseorvations was a matter for some concern, since the situation had
recently actually deteriO-rated.
as computers and

sQtellites~

There was a danger that, even with developments such

lock of an adequate number of essential observations

would hinder their best utilization, since good observations were essential for good
forecasts even when the best computer was available.

Thus one was led back to the

WWW and especially the GOS and GTS components, for producing good forecasts on which,
in turn I the reputation of Meteorological Services depended.
He referred to GARP and FGGE which would provide answers to questions rego-rding the predictability of weather.

For Ulis, a system of satellites had- been

organized, but sufficient thought had not been given to bow the system should be
managed- during the post-experiment

period~

This was one of the most important
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problems facing the Congress and it would not be too early to think about this at
this Congress or at the Executive Committee.
He said that while he would say nothing further about the Education and
Training Programme, the vitol importance of which was well known r he would like to
say a few words about two of the proposed new programmes.

He supported the principle

that WMO should try to design a weather-modification experiment to provide on answer
to this controversial question.

Congress might approve arranging such an experiment 1

but much more would remain to be done before such an experiment could toke place.

He

stressed that it was absolutely essential that the experiment should be a success.
Passing on to the World Food Progromme he soid that WHO must do what it cauld to
alleviate the problems of food shortage, hut conferences and reports would not he
enough.

The best expertise must be available and callab9ration with agriculturists

at the national level was essential.
With regard to the budget he said that the U.K. had always token the view
that the budget must be commensurate with the task.

He believed that the

Secretary-General had produced a well-thought-out budget, but that did not mean that
there was not any room for some economies.

He thought, however, that it would be

impossible to carry out the core of the programme with a budget of less than
40 million dollars or a little more.
In conclusion he said that during the next four years there would be many
challenges.

An unprecedented awareness of the importance of meteorology existed and

in order to obtain the necessary support from the governments it was essential that
WMO should not be deflected from its main objectives.
The President thanked the Delegate of the U.K. for his encouraging remarks
and gave the floor to the . Delegate of Pakistan.
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Mr. Scmiulloh (Pakistan) said that under the Research and Development Programme, Pakistan would like increased involvement of WMO in the field of weather and
climate modification and a more positive approach to the Tropical Cyclone Project.
Another important matter concerned meteorological applications, particularly the
provision of services for economic and social development.

The national planning

and financial authorities were apt to demand maximum utilization of meteorological
information in the economic growth of the country.

In foct this had become the

raison d'etre of national Meteorological Services.

WHO should accept the responsi-

bilities placed on it by the World Food Conference.

Also WHO's role in operational

hydrology should be increased.

As· for the technical co-operation programmG he

wished to emphasize that for developing countries this was one of the most vital
programmes.

The very objectives of WWW ,,'ould be defeated if certain regions of the

world were to remain meteorologically undeveloped.

He said that his country

\~as

aware of the importance of VAP and UNDP and expressed gratitude for a direct reference
being made to the needs of developing countries.

One way to assist them would be to

make increased provision in the budget for 10n9- and short-term fellowships.

He said

that he would like strongly to recommend that the Education and Training Programme
be placed on an equal footing with other WHO programmes and he fully supported the
proposals for education and training.
Regarding the budget proposals relating to the Secretariat, he said he would
offer his comments in the working committee.
The President thanked the Delegate of Pakistan and called on the Delegate
of Uganda to take the floor.
Mr. Tewungwa (Uganda) said that he was a firm believer in the participation
by all Members in WHO programmes.

He said he would like to comment on this concept
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os related to the budget.

The most spectacular recent event was GATE, the

succe~s

which illustrated the importance of large and small nations working together.
was now embarking on a large experiment,

nam~ly

of

WMO

the FGGE, and the concept of small and

large nations pooling their resources must be adhered to.

His country would support

the Secretary-General's proposals that developing and developed countries should
participate in such a programme.

He also said that his country would support the

proposals for the strengthening of the Technical Co-operation Programme, the Regional

Programmes and the Education and Training Programme.

It did
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because, unless these

programmes were strengthened, some Member-countries would merely be spectator.s when
big experIments were being conducted.

He also supported the programmes for weather

modification, agrometeorology, operational hydrology and the World Food Programme
because he believed their success would lead to accelerated development of the national
Meteorological Service.
He considered that a financially crippled WMO Secretariat was likely to cause
much embarrassment to Members and therefore supported any proposals to put the
Secretariat on a sound financial footing.

He concluded by saying that he would not

support any proposal for an arbitrary ceiling on the budget, but each programme must
be examined and priorities assigned.
The President thanked the Delegate of Uganda and called on the Delegate of
Romania.
Mr. Bacinschi (Romania) opened his remarks by saying that in the present times
one of the most important problems was the setting up of a new economic and political
order based on principles of equality, creating a favourable climate for international
co-operotion for social and economic progress in all States, and particularly in
developing countries.

Wl-l0 could and should effectively assist in the achievement of

58

THIRD PLENARY MEETING

this and in the view of Romania, WHO should orientate its activities towards fields
which hod the widest practical applications.

He therefore thought thot WHO should

increase its participation in the solution of food, environmental and water-resources

problems.

This involved following up the resolutions adopted by the WOrld Food

Conference and those of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which asked WHO

for concrete action in these fields.

The Romanian Delegation appreciated that the

programme and the budget should toke these necessities into consideration.

The maIn

part of expenditure should be allocated to operational programmes such as WWW

other programmes.

and

Attention should also be paid to new programmes l one of special

interest being the Dgrometeorological programme for food production.

The implementa-

tion of such a programme called for increased finoncial resources and great professional responsibility.

It was therefore necessary that other programmes such as GARP

should assist and WMO should collaborate closely with other specialized agencies such
as FAO.

Romania, as a socialist developing country, had always considered, and

would do so increasingly-, that WMO hod and would have on ever-increasing role to play
in international co-operation.
In conclusion he said that the Romanian Delegation was animated with a sincere
desire to participate actively in the work of Congress and would support all constructive proposals, the implementation of which would effectively meet the requirements
of all countries.
The President, after thanking the Delegate of Romania, called on members of
the Nomination Committee to meet immediately in SolIe No.8 for the purpose of
electing the chairman of the committee.

The meeting was adjourned ot 1.00 p.m. until 2.30 p.m.

L.
.,.•..
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In the unavoidable absence of the President and as requested by him the

First Vice-President (Mr. Gibbs) xe-opened the meeting at 2.30 p.m.
Mr. SUssenberger (Federal Republic of Germany), expressing his general support
of the proposals, stated that all the activities of WMO depended essentially on
further implementation of the WWW.
tion and Training Programme.
ular

Of equally fundamental importance was the Educa-

Second priority should be given to GARP, and in partic-

to the First GARP Global Experiment.

r.MO hod also to continue to ploy on

importont role in meteorological applications, in the environmental programmes and
in the field of hydrology.

He went on to make more detailed remarks on the two supplementary programmes
proposed for the coming financial period.

He doubted whether the planned assistance

by WHO on a global scale in the field of -food production, though welcome in principle,
could be realized in its present form.

There was an insufficient network of agro-

meteorological services in those countries which needed them most.

Agrometeorological

services should also be further developed in arid and semi-arid countries while
advisory programmes should be started where such services already existed.

On this

basis he believed less budgetary provision would be required for this programme.
His government supported the

\.,eat~er-modi fication

programme as presented in

Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 19, and the plan for the rain-enhancement programme wos therefor~

to be supported.

It should however be borne in mind that other large projects

had also to be financed.
His government's viewpoint was that the budget for the coming financial
period should be carefully considered and the aim should be to remain as far as
possible below the original budget proposal.

The flexibility clause should remain

in its present original form, which would mean a very substantial budgetary increase
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continued in the way they were going.

not f however, be accepted.

The

s~cond

flexibility clause could

His government considered as unrealistic the requests

contained in Documents Cg-VII/Docs. 76 and 79, since they meant an increase of more
thon 100 per cent as compared with the preceding financial period.

An annual increase

of four per cent to five per cent for new programmes and the creation of 38

could not be accepted by his government.

n811

posts

In the present financial crisis, governments

were even more careful thon before in how they spent their money, no matter how justifiable the requests.

He said his country would do its best to find a goo-d solution

to this problem.

The Chairman thanked the Delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany for his
s-totement and gave the floor to the Delegate ·of Indio.
Mr. Roo (Indio) began by pointing out that mormally the programme preceded
the budget; then the budget was framed to meet the programme.
financial crisis

Q

In the present

policy of strict economy was ne-cessar-y especially because of

factors beyond the control of WHO.

It was also to be borne in mind that the budget

was likely to go up still further because of the currency exchange rates and inflation.

Since such on increase would be a great burden on the developing countries,

expenditures should be curtailed as much as possible.

It was of co-urse understood

that certain programmes were to the advantage of the developing countries themselves,
as for example training, to which Indio attached great importance.
tinue to extend co-operation in this field.

India would con-

Nevertheless, without affecting the prog-

ress of the developing countries/ it would be necessary to trim the budget to the
essential services.

The spiralling increase of the budget yearly by eight per cent

or ten per cent could not be expected to continue indefinitely.
He then went on to comment on the weather-modification programme; a deviation
from the general practice of WMO was being mode in that WHO always co-ordinated, but
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did not underake research programmes itself.
from WMO as severol nations hod to contribute.

For example, GARP needed co-ordination
But the weather-modification programme

was going to be sponsored by WMO itself and the expense shored by all its Members.
All research efforts should come from the countries themselves and WMO should coordinate and encourage them, but not meet their costs.

Financing of research by

WMO would set a dangerous precedent.
In the post, WHO had always been able to sove something over from the budget,
thus. showing great discipline.

He therefore ended with the plea that WMO should

exercise extreme economy in framing the budget and its related programmes, and that

it should not get involved in a neW practice of financing research programmes except
for co-ordination.
The Chairman thanked the Delegate of India for his statement and gave the
floor to the Delegate of Ghona.
Mr. AC9uaoh (Ghana) selected a few areas in the programme and budget which
called for emphasis, namely the Research and Development Programme, hydrology and
water resources development, the Agrometearological Programme in the Aid of Food Production, and the Meteorological Applications and Environment Programme. There was a growing
awareness in almost all the developing countries of the contribution which meteorological services could make.

These programmes were essential for the economic and

social development of each nation.

Developing countries were therefore willing to

give sufficient financial support to programmes aimed at assisting their social and
economic development.

Consequently, the Delegation of Ghana expressed its support

for these proposals.
He pointed out that almost all countries r and especially the developing
countries, had benefited from the Technical Co-operation Programme and conveyed the
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gratitude of his delegation to all those countries which provided technical assistance
to Ghana.

It was evident that developing countries would continue to need such valu-

able assistance in terms of fellowshipsl equipment, etc.

If adequate facilities for

training meteorological personnel were provided by the Organization and the donor

countries, then it could be expected that they would live to see effective and fruitful collaboration between the developed and developing countries-,

He therefore

expEessed his full support for this p·rogramme.
He u-rged Congress to support the Secretary-General'-s proposals relating to

the Secretariat so that it could corry out its tasks efficiently.
It was evident that the budget would need to be increased and that delegates
were naturally greatly concerned.

He recommended that Congress should- set the

priorities- in their right perspective and then provide reasonable and- adequa-te financial support to the Secretary-General '-s proposals.
He appealed to Congress to avoid taking retrograde measures- that might impair
the efficiency o,r the· Secretariat and hamper the successful planning, and implementation o-f the various programmes",
He expressed the hope and belief that delegates wo_uld give serious, and' careful consideratio_n to the Secretary-General' s proposals.
Finally, he sb:ess_ed that developing countries would continue in their efforts
to imflrove international co-operation- in meteorology to serve mankind.
The Chairman- thanked: the_ Delegate of Ghana for his. statement and called upon
the D'e-Iegate of the German Democratic Republic.
Mr. SCihme (Ge-rman- Democra-tic Republic) be£lan by saying that

0-

ba-lance mus-t

pe fo,und between the programmes WMO would like to promote and implement according
to the given needs' and the scientific and financial means WMO had, and would have,

THIRD PLENARY MEETING
at

its

disposal.

63

His delegation was however concerned at the excessive increase

in the proposed budget which was in fact more than 100%.

When one

co~sidered

that

the average yearly increase of the national income was 5% to 6% or 20% to 30% over
four years, the budget increase

\~OS

much too high.

It was obvious to all of them,

he soid,_ that the budget increase was largely due to the progressive inflation and
the currency crisis.

The Germon Democratic Republic and other socialist countries,

and many other countries, were unwilling to accept fully the consequences of such
developments.

The following principles should be used, he soid, when dealing with the
different programmes and projects:

high priority should be given to projects directed

towards the further implementation of WWW.This was the basis for steadily improving the efficiency of the Meteorological Services in assisting the various branches
of the national economy.
All the present projects should continue if they aimed towards a substantial
concrete result beneficial to Members, especially the developing countries.

Any new

project should be launched only after a thorough examination in order to decide
whether its scientific basis was sound enough not only to start an international
project in which WHO would be strongly involved, but also to ensure that serious
difficulties would not arise during its implementation.
He then commented on the procedure for dealing with the problems of the
budget.

There were special kinds of questions connected with the proposed budget

which referred simultaneously to different ports of the budget and to all the different projects.

Examples of such questions were the provisions made for consultants,

and publications, the raising of salary grades for some posts, proposals for additional stoff, etc.

These questions should not arise repeatedly during the technical
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discussions in Committees A and B.

He proposed that one of these committees should

create a sub-committee to deal with these questions.
The Chairman thanked the Delegate

0

f the German Democratic Republic and gave

the floor to the D.elegate of the U,S.S.R.

Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.) expressed the view that the WWW was the basic
programme of the Organization, since without it the Organization would have no reason
to ex-ist.

For short-term forecasts the present WWW was already sufficient but for

long-term forecasts, which had greater 'economic value as for example in food production,
further efforts were necessary.

Meteorologists understood better than anyone else

that the atmosphere acted in a vni Hed way for the entire world and therefore great
importance was attached to World Weather Watch.
supported all scientific researches and

For this reason, the U.S.S.R.

in particular

provide th-e scientific basis of forecasting methods.

GAR?, which was expected t9
In order that the WWW should

wo-rk efficiently the level of meteorological education hod to be raised in all
Gountries, both developed and developing ones.

The programme of technical

assis,ttln"ce and co-operation had therefore the full support of the U.S.S.R.
As regards the agrometeorological programme, it should be understood that
meteorologists were not produdng foods themselves.
~eople

casts.

They could only assist those

engaged in this activity and what they required were long-term weather foreThis brought the

~1

eteorological S arvices back once again to the WWW programme I

because in o_rder to set up an agrometeorologicol service a very good national Me,teorological Service was required.

The proposed agrometeoro-logical programme contained

a pro_posal to set up a world-wide agrometeorologicol service but he -felt that i t would
not achieve i tSI purpose for the time being.

This was because there were no appropriate

and generally accepted and worked out methods for every point on the Earth.

Therefore,
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His delegation was however concerned at the excessive increase

in the proposed budget which was in fact more than 100%.

When one considered that

the average yearly increase of the national income was 5% to 6% or 20% to 30% over
four years, the budget increase was much too high.

It was obvious to all of them,

he said" that the budget increase was largely due to the progressive inflation and
the currency crisis.

The German Democratic Republic and other socialist countries,

and many other countries,' were unwilling to accept fully the consequences of such

developments.
The following principles should be used, he said, when dealing with the
different programmes and projects:

high priority should be given to projects directed

towards the further implementation of WWW.This was the basis for steadily improving the efficiency of the Meteorological Services in assisting the various branches
of the notional economy.
All the present projects should continue if they aimed towards a substantial
concrete result beneficial to Members, especially the developing countries.

Any new

project should be launched only after a thorough examination in order to decide
whether its scientific basis was sound enough not only to start an- international
project in which WMO would be strongly involved, but also to ensure that serious
difficulties would not arise during its implementation.
He then commented on the procedure for daaling with the problems of the
budget.

There were special kinds of questions connected with the proposed budget

which referred simultaneously to different parts of the budget and to all the different projects.

Examples of such questions were the provisions mode for consultants,

and publications, the raising of salary grades for some posts, proposals for additional staff, etc.

These questions should not orise repeatedly during the technical
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discussions in Committees A and B.

He proposed that one of these committees should

create a sub-committee to deal with these questions.

The Chairman thanked the Delegate of the German Democratic Republic and gave
the floor '"to the Delegate of the U.S.S.R.

Mr. Petro$siants (U.S.S.R.) expressed the view that the WWW was the basic
.programme of the Organization, since without it the Organization would have no reason
to exist.

For short-term fo_recQsts the present WWW wos already sufficient but for

Io-ng_term forecasts, which hod greater economic value as for example in foo.d production,
further efforts we're nec_easary.

Meteorologists understood better than anyone else

that the otmo-sphere ec-ted in a unified way for the entire world and therefore great
importence was attached to Horld Weather Watch.
supported all _scientific researches and

For this reason, the U.S.S.R.

in particular

p,rovide the sci-enti fic basis of forecasting methods-.

GARp, which was expected tp
In order thot the Wl-/W should

work efficiently the leveI of meteorological education had to be raised in all
countries, both deve-Ioped and developing ones.

The programme of technic,al

assistance and co-operation had therefore the full support of the U.S.S.R.
As regards th.e agromeieorological programme, it 'should be understood that
meteurologists were not pro-ducing foods themselves.

They could only assist those

people engaged in this activity and wha_t they required were -long-term weather forecosts.

This brought the Meteorological Services back once again to the WWW programme,

becau-se in order to set up an agrometeorological service (] very good national Meteorologicai Service was required.

The p-ro:posed agrolrleteorological pr_ogramme contai-ned

a propo-sal to set up a world-wide agrometeo-rolo-gical service but he felt that it would
not achieve itsl purpose for the time being,

This was because there were no appropriate

and generally accepted and worked out metllOds for every point on the Eadh.

Therefore,

THIRD PLENARY MEETING

65

though the ideo was good, it was impracticable at the moment.

The programme also contained suggestions for carrying out very important
weather-modification experiments which until now hod been conducted on a notional

level;

all the successes and failures hod been the responsibility of the national

Meteorological Services.

Now the WMO, which was an international organization, was

going into the field of scientific research, in

weather modification, not merely

furnishing recommendations but carrying out field experiments itself.

These ideas

had the full support of U,S.S.R. but he warned Congress to think what would happen

if these experiments were unsuccessful.
future or not?

Would it help the authority of WHO in the

This was a very serious matter indeed.

As regards the budget, a 100% increase for the next financial period could
not be economically justified while the notional income was growing at the rate of
6% per year.
The budget increase for the scie-nti fic and technical programmes (things
which were worth while) was only 7-l-%; for technical conferences, symposia, etc. i t
was l8%i for personnel, salaries and additional posts it was 80%.

When one compared

the latter with the 7!-% for scientific programmes the discrepancy was ludicrous.
Such a budget could not be accepted and should be severely cut back.
The meeting rose at 3.30 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE FOURTH PLENARY MEETING
30 April 1975 at 2.35 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.35 p.m.
~

First report of the Credentials Committee

(Agenda item 1.5)(Cg_VII/PINK 1)

The President called upon Mr. Nyberg, chairman of the Credentials Committee,
to present his report.
Mr. Nyberg explained that his committee was not unanimous in accepting all

of the credentials Dnd that the Delegates of Algeric, the German Democratic Republic
and Sweden hod mode statements which were included in Document Cg-VII/PINK 1.

He

pointed out that the situation of the Saigon Administration was chonging rapidly and

that many delegates might therefore not have hod the time to consult with their
governments on the motter.

He accordingly proposed the deletion of "Viet-Nom

(Republic of)" in paragraph 4 of the report ond the reconsiderotion of this question
by his committee at a loter dote.
Mr. He Joong Choi (Republic of Ko~ea) made the following statement:
"The reference to my Government in the report of the Credentials Committee
obliges my delegation to exercise its right of reply.

I know of your wish, Sir,

that the time of this Congress should not be wasted on polemlcs that have no
relevance to the substantive issues before it.

I sholl therefore try to make

my reply as brief as possible.

"It is very surprising to note the remark of the representative of Algeria
that my Government does not represent the people of Korea ond it cannot speak in
the name of Korea.

Such a statement violates the basic code of conduct among the

members of the international community.

Moreover, such a statement constitutes
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very serious interference in the internal affairs of other Member States.

My

Government has been representing the people of the Republic of Korea in all the
international organizations and it has been so recognized by them r including WMO,
This being a fact, I do not see the need to dwell upon this question any further.

My delegation understands that the Credentials Commmittee is requested to examine
whether the credentials submitted by the delegations present in this Congress ore
in order or not.

It is not the forum to discuss whether one Member State recog-

nizes another or not.

Therefore, the statement of the representative of Algeria

concerning my Government is utterly out of order and my delegation rejects such a
statement.

I respectfully request you 1 Sir, that my remarks be fully. reflected

in our record.

Thank you."

Mr. Vi Su-chih (People's Republic of China) stated that after the
liberation of Saigon and the overthrow of the reactionary Saigon Administration, the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nom was the sale
legal government in South

Viet~Nam.

He asserted that the representative of the

former Saigon Administration present at Congress did not represent the South
Vietnamese people.

He added moreover that, with the fall of the treacherous

Lon Nol clique, the Royal Government of Notional Union had become the sole lawful
government of Cambodia and that its place in WMO should therefore be immediately
restored.

He then mentioned that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the

South Korea Administration had in principle reached agreement on Korean reunification
and national unity.

In view of this agreement, he found it unreasonable that the

South Korea Administration be represented in Congress.

He finally stated that the

colonial and racist regime of South Africa had been imposed on the South African
people and could in no way represent them in Congress.
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The President explained that the credentials of the Republic of Viet-Nom
would be reconsidered by the Credentials Committee and resubmitted to Congress for
consideration during a later plenary session.
Mr. Pojoni Petrog (Albania) stated that in view of the heroic struggle of the
liberation forces of the people of South Viet-Nom against U.S. imperialism and their
tools in South

Viet~Nam

and the historic victories of recent days, his delegation

considered that it wos quite clear that there was no room in Congress; nor in other

international organizations, for the representatives of the Saigon Administration.
The true representatives of the people of South Viet-Nom were the representatives of
the P1"ovisional Revmlutionary Government.

He mointained that the victories achieved

recently by the Cambodian people under the leadership of the United Front of Cambodia
culminating in the overthrow of the puppet regime of Lon Nol had more than ever
before necessitated the re-establishment of the legitimate rights of the Royal
Government of National Union of Cambodia in WMO and in other international organizations.

He stressed that his delegation did not recognize the credentials of the

South Korea clique and considered that the Government of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea was the only legol representative of the Korean people. His delegation supported the stand taken by the African and other sovereign States in
connexion with the legitimate representation of South Africa.
The President felt compelled to repeat his explanation that the credentials
of the Republic of Viet-Nom were not under discussion since lhe Credentials Committee
hod postponed its recommendation on this matter.
Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.) supported the proposal made by the chairman of
the Credentials Committee that his committee reconsider at its nexl meeting the
credentials issued by the Saigon Administration for participation in Congress.
further stated that his delegation fully supported the stalemenl made by the
Delegate of the German Democratic Republic regarding the Saigon Administration.

He
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Mr. Rodriguez-Ramirez (Cub.a) expressed the profound satisfaction of his nation

at the triumph of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet_Nom and the
overthrow of the Saigon Administration.

He stated that, for that reason, his delega-

tion deemed it indispensable that the representation of the Government of South
Viet-Nom in WMO, which had long been assumed by the Saigon regime, should be token
over by the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nom.
Mr. Nyberg

(chairman of the Credentials Committee) stated that the

credentials of the Organizotion of African Unity (OAU) hod been presented to him
after the meeting of the Credentials Committee. He found them in order and therefore
requested the inclusion of the Organization of African Unity in paragraph 5 of
Document Cg_Vn/PINK 1 after "Council of Europe" in the fifth line from the bottom
of the paragraph.
It was so agreed.
There being no further objections. and on the understanding that all statements would be included in the Minutes. tne report was adopted. with the exception
of the credentials of the Republic of

Viet~Nam.

whicn were referred to the Credentials

Committee for reconsideration.

Re uests for
Agenda item

the Or anization
ocs. 57, 81, 98 and 98, ADD. 1)

The President introduced Document Cg-VII/Docs. 57, 81, 98 ond 98, ADD. 1
concerning the requests for admission of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom and of
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to Membership of the Organization.
Mr. Boudjakdij (Algeria) suggested that, in view of recent developments, consideration of this agenda item be postponed until a later plenary.
The President considered that this proposal was acceptable and agreed to
arrange for this agenda item to be discussed at a subsequent plenary.
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Mr. ~ (U.S.A.) pointed out that there were two somewhat separate but
related items concerning this question, namely, the draft resolution and the appli-

cation for Membership of the Organization of the two countries under discussion. He
therefore requested clorification of what was being postponed and the conditions of

that postponement.
The President interpreted the- proposal made by the Delegate of Algeria as

pertaining to both items mentioned by Mr. White.

There being no further comments, it was agreed to postpone discussion of this
i tern to a later plenary meeting.•
~

Co-o eroticn with United Notions and other or anizations

(Agenda item 7

Cg-VII Docs. 64, 65, 69, 72, 72, ADD. 1, 80,

96, 96, ADD. 1, 96, ADD. 2, 97, 97, ADD. land 97, ADD. 2)
The President noted that there were several documents relating to this agenda
item, the majority of which would be considered by the relevant working committees.
However, he felt that it would be appropriate to discuss DocumentsCg_VII/Doc. 96 and
97 at this plenary.
Mr. Abayomi (Nigeria) introduced Document Cg-VII/Doc. 96 and pointed out that
it was submitted by the delegations of 41 Members.
graph 9 (c) of Document Cg-VII/Doc. 72.

He also referred to para-

He noted that the United Nations and many

specialized agencies had decided to invite the notional liberation movements reco-gnized by the Organization of African Unity or the League of Arab States to attend,

as observers, those meetings dealing with matters pertaining to their territories.
He finally requested the adoption by Congress of the draft resolution contained in
Document Cg-VII/Ooc •. 96.
Mr. Samiullah (Pakistan) stated th-ot his delegation hod also decided to cosponsor the draft resolution contained in Document Cg-VII/boc. 96, thus bringing the
total number of co-sponsors to 42.
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The President explained that both Cyprus and Pakistan had already decided to
co-sponsor this droft resolution, making the total number of co-sponsors 43 Members,
as indicated in Documents Cg-VII/Doc. 96, 96, ADD. 1 and 96, ADD. 2.

Mr. Ayedi (Tunisia) stated that he was speaking both for Tunisia and also on
behalf of all the other Arab States. He hoped to see WMO proceed as other organiza-

tions in the UN system, such as UN, ILO, lCAD, etc., and adopt by acclamation the draft
resolution under discussion.

He recalled that during past sessions of Congress and

regional associations it hod been pointed out that WMO was not the proper forum for
discussing non-technical matters, which should be dealt with by other organizations
such as the General Assembly of the United Notions, but the situation had changed in
this respect.

He finally hoped that a spirit of friendship and understanding would

prevail among all peoples.
Mr. White (U.S.A.) noted the large number of Members supporting the draft
resolution under discussion.

He pointed out some implications to the resolution

which were not political issues, but fundamental issues which concerned procedures
normally followed in WMO.

He stoted thot the first difficulty with the

resolution

was the combination of two separate issues on which some of the delegates might wish
to vote separately.

The first issue related to the invitation of the UN Council for

Namibia to WHO meetings.

He noted that no application hod been received from the

UN Council for Namibia for observer status with WMO.

The second issue concerned the

phrasing in the section of the draft resolution dealing with the invitation of the
national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity or the
League of Arab States.

If this section were approved, Congress would be giving

corte blanche to these two organizations to invite to WMO meetings any liberation
groups they might choose.

He therefore suggested that the draft resolution be

referred to the working committee concerned for further clarification.
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The President expressed his satisfaction that Mr. White did not refer to the
political implications of the draft resolution and that he was satisfied with the
part of the text concerning the UN Council for Namibia.
With respect to the national liberation movements, the Presid~nt explained
that it was his understanding that the co-sponsors of this resolution were referring
to those liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity or the

Leugue of Arab States as of that doy.

He felt sure that with this clarification in-

cluded in the Congress Proceedings as well as in the general summary of its abridged
report, the Secretory-General would hove no difficulty in identifying the liberation
movements to be invited to future WMO meetings.
Mr. Skripnik (Ukrainian S.S.R.)

noted that the draft resolution conta-ined in

Document Cg-VII/Doc. 96 was in full agreement with the UN General Assembly Resolutions 1514 (XV) and 3111 (XXVIII) and therefore felt that the request of the Delegate
of the U.S.A. that the consideration of the draft resolution be postponed was unjustified.

He recalled that while Sixth Congress had agreed to implement the

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, its
relevant decisions hod not been fully implemented.

He considered that this draft

resolution was a step in the right direction and urged all Members to adopt it.

He

also mentioned that Namibia should be given observer status at all meetings, as
should the representatives of national liberation movements recognized by the OAU.
Postponement of a decision on the subject under discussion would mean nonimplementation of the United Nations resolution.
The President proposed that a decision he token by a snclw of hands.
Mr.

~

(U.S.A.) requested a formal vote by secret ballot on the adoption

of the draft resolution.
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Mr. Steinitz (Israel) seconded Mr. White's proposal.
The President announced that, in accord once with General Regulation 59, a

secret ballot would be carried out.
The Secretory-General explained the voting procedures and added that two
tellers would be nominated to scrutinize the votes.
The President invited the Delegates of Austria and Sudan to act as scrutineers.

On being requested to clarify the question being put to the vote, the
Secretary-General said that, as he understood it , the resolution as it stood was
being put to the vote on the understanding, and with the assurance which the President

hod himself given, that it would be made clear in the report of Congress and in the
Minutes of Congress that it would apply only to those liberation movements recognized
by the OAU and the League of Arab States at that time.
The President announced the results of the vote as follows:
In favour

81

Against

14

Abstentions and blank

13

Invalid
Total votes

1
109

The required two-thirds majority having been obtained. the droft resolution
contained in Document Cg-VII/Doc. 96 was adopted.
The President then opened discussion on the proposed suspension of
South Africa from Membership of the Organization.
Mr. Abayomi (Nigeria) recalled that this subject, dealt with in Document
Cg-VII/Doc. 97 and Document Cg_VII/Doc. 97, ADD. 1, had already been debated at
Sixth Congress and at the sixth session'of Regional Association I.

Sixth Congress
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had condemned the policies followed by the Government of the Republic of South Africa
cnd Resolution 38 (VI-RA 1) also treated tile question of excluding South Africa and-

Portugal from participation in the work of the Organization unless they changed their
policies.

The views of the Executive Committee on the matter were ex_pressed in

Document Cg-VII/Doc. 72.

The Members of Regional Association I no lon_ger insisted

on the suspension of Portugal, -he said, but still considered that, in accordance ,wi·th
the line taken by the United Notions and mony specialized agencies, South Africa
should be suspended until it discontinued its policy of apartheid.

He indicated

thot by Resolution 3151 (XXVIII) the UN General Assembly requested all specialized
.agencies to deny Membership -or privileges of Membership to the South Af,r·ican r€gime.
Furthermore, the Assembly r-ecommended by its Resolution 3324E -<XXIX) that the South
African regime should be excluded from participation in all international organizations and conferences un-der the auspices
-practise np-uxtheid.

of the UN as long as it continued to

These were elear indications that South Africa should :be

suspended fram -exercising its rights and enjoying privile_ges as a Member of WHO
until i t renounced its ·policy of apartheid. He finally mentioned that the Delegate
-of Turkey :hod requested that his country be withdrawn from the list of forty cosponsors of the draft resolution in 'Document c~-vII/Doc. 97, ADD. 1 but had .confirmed
that 'he would vote for -the draft resolution.
Mr4 Pet:halo (Cze-chosiovokio) stated that Czet:hoslovakio also wished to be
added to the list of co-sponsers given in Document Cg-vn/ooc. 97.
Mr. Somi-uUch (Pakis'tan) declared that Pakistan also wished to be associated
with the co-..-sponsors -of -the craft :r-esoluti-on contoained- i-n Document- Cg-VII-/Doc-..- 97&
Mr. Li figa (Tanzania) made tile following -statement:
"Janzen-ia notes wit-h deep -concern that in the -second century of the ·existence
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to do with the Membership

of the most rocie! and highly oppressive regime in the world, namely South Africa.
"Tanzania notes with concern that the racial, colonial and oppressive
policies of South Africa are still continuing although that country has tried to
deceive the world opinion through the so-called policy of

~

and separate

development.
"Since WMO is an Organization primarily aimed at assisting Members in the

development of their natural resources for the economic and social development of
all their peoples, no one here can say that the development of these resources in

South Africa is for the good of all her peoples.
"Let WMO not appear that it is a party to a tool of the most vicious oppression in the world.
"Tanzania further notes with deep concern and surprise that while South
Africa has been suspended by all other UN s-pecialized agencies, WMO is still to
take positive action to suspend South Africa.

Mr. President, the continued

presence of South Africa in WMO is a source of great embarrassment to other Members.
"In

con~lusion,

Tanzania wishes to request and urge all the Membera of the

Organization, and in particular those whose delegations ore present here in this
distinguished assembly, to vote in the affirmative far the resolution so that South
Africa is immediately suspended.

The issue should be resolved by acclamation."

Mr. 9aynor (Irelandh speaking on behalf of the nine countries of the European Economic Community, stated that these countries would vote against adoption of
the draft resolution, but that it should not be interpreted as approval of the policy
followed by South Africa. The nine countries vehemently rejected, and would continue
to reject, the policy of apartheid.

However, the action proposed in the draft
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resolution was contrary to the principle of universal Members-hip which was essential

to the World Meteorological Organization and it was solely on that basis that the
resolution was being opposed.

Political matters should be dealt with by the United

Nations and not in a technical conference of WMO.

If South Africa were excluded from

Membership, a serious gap would result, with detrimental effects on navigation,
agriculture, etc.
Mr. Czelnai (Hungary) said that, despite the reason given by the previous
speaker, his delegation wished to be included as a co-sponsor

of the draft resolu-

tion.
Mr.

Cheng Wen-to

in South Africa.

(China)

deplored the regime imposed by white racialists

His delegation con.sidered that the proposal to suspend South Africa

from Membership was right and

prop~r.

He stressed the sympathy of the Chinese people

towards those struggling against colonialism and racialism in South Africa.

The

United Nations hod already adopted a numbe-r of resolutions against colonialism; Chino
felt tnat WHO should follow this policy and suspend South Africa from Membership. The
people of South Africa should be supported in their just struggle.
Mr. Lukyanovich (Byelorussian S.S.R.) stated that his country fully supported
the ideas expressed in the draft resolution and wished to be added to the list of
co-sponsors.
Mr. Aden Bile Jama (Somalia) expressed his country's support of the request
of Tanzania regarding the suspension of South Africa as a Member of the Organization
and was in favour of a decision by acclamation.
Mr. Amestoy Pereira- (Uruguay) poi-nted out the highly pol-itiGal nature of this
proposal which, he felt, was alien to the objectives of the Organization.
Mr. Kashala Mbayabo (Zaire)

felt that this was a delicate matter.

He
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considered that Namibia and other South African countries should be able to prepare
themselves for international co-operation by participating at meetings in order to
avoid being insufficiently informed when they receive their independence.

He noted

that mony countries had associated themselves with the European Economic Community

and regretted sincerely that apartheid was being maintained.

He hoped that the nine

member countries of the European Economic Community would adopt (] more human attitude despite the economic aspects involved.

The problem was political; no-one was

asking that war be waged against South Africo, merely that South Africo be excluded
from participation in meetings. He realized that European interests were being
defended but felt that it was possible for these to be compatible with human rights.
(Applause)
Mr. Gaynor intervened again on behalf of the nine countries of the European
Economic Community and stated that, in order to avoid any further misunderstanding
of his previous statement, he wished to repeat what he had said, that the votes of
the nine countries against the draft resolution should on no account be regarded as
a change of attitude of the governments he represented and that, on the contrary,
the policy of apartheid would continue to be rejected by the countries on behalf of
which he was speaking.
Mr. Tewunswa (Ugonda) associated himself strongly with the delegates supporting the draft resolution in Document Cg_Vlljbac. 97, and particularly with the
Delegates of Nigeria and Tanzania.

He referred to the remark of the lotter that the

Membership of South Africa in WMO caused embarrassment to the Organization ond added
tllat South African Membership would also result in a loss of confidence in the
Organization's ability to carry out its responsibilities.

By contrast with other

United Notions agencies, WMO gave the impression of being indifferent to human
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suffering,

Continued Membership of South Africa, justified by the "argument that WHO

is purely a scientific and technical Organization, would, he felt, have a detrimental
effect

on

meteorology

in

Africa.

A larger

gop

would

result

from

retaining

South Africa as a Member thon from expelling it.
Mr. Seck (Senegal) soid that the Sixth Congress hod defined its position vise-vis the policies of South Africa and Port~gol and regarding the application of

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2555 (XXIV).

Since the previous year,

however, the Government of Portugal had completely modified its policy and politics.
He congratulated the new Portugal on granting independence to Guinea-Bissau and
Angola.

At its sixth session, the Regional Association for Africa had adopted Resolution 38 (VI-RA I) on this difficult problem.

If another meeting of Regional Associa-

tion I had been held prior to Seventh Congress, special mention would have been mode
of the success of the Portuguese Government in creating new diplomatic relations with
the African countries and achieving world-wide prestige.

The example of Portugal

should be followed by the Government of South Africa, which he considered to be an
even more tragic case.

The Organization of African Unity hod systematically condemned

apartheid as practised in South Africa, as proved by the decisions taken at its lost
extraordinary session in Dar es Salaam.

The Delegation of Senegal had, in conformity

with the policy of the United Notions, denounced

S~uth

African representation at the

Unesco General Conference in October-November 1974.
Although the statutes of WHO did not include specific provisions for a case
such as that under discussion, he considered it the duty of the African- countries to
carry out the decision

taken at the lost session of the Regional A.ssociation for
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He concluded by stating that his delegation would support all measures com-

pelling South Africa to abandon its policy of apartheid.

Mr. Dasafu (Ethiopia) expressed his delegationls condemnation of the
South African policy against non-white Africans as well as of that country1s occupation of Namibia.

Despite repeated condemnations, South Africa hod not renounced its

policy of rocial discrimination.

Ethiopia strongly supported the applicotion of

pressure on South Africa until it changed its policy.

FAD, Unesco, WHO, lCAD, UPU, ITU and

IHea

The specialized agencies ILO,

had token measures to suspend the Member-

ship of South Africa and the Organization should follow suit.

He concluded by

commending the new Portuguese policies regarding African countries.
Mr. Boudjakdij (Algeria) stated that, after hearing the views of the representative of the European Economic Community, he had difficulty in accepting the
curious interpretation of the technical and apolitical nature of the Organization.
The matter under consideration was a question of meteorological benefits balanced
against the future of millions of people on the continent of Africa.
Mr. Gibbs (Australia) explained that his delegation would vote against the
expulsion of South Africa from Membership and joined with the Delegation of Ireland
in requesting a vote on the matter.

The views of his Government on the question of

the Republic of South Africa and the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples were l by now, well known.
The Australian Government had consistently and emphatically expressed its support of
the right of peoples, particularly those of Africa, to self-determination and independence as a necessary prerequisite for the effective guarantee and observance of
their human rights.

It had sought to give practical expression to its declarations

both through the framework of the United Nations l its bodies and specialized agencies
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and other institutions, where appropriate, as well as by its own unilateral oction-consistent with the hope that change can only be brought about by concerted international and bilateral pressure on those governments which persistently deny the
right of peoples to self-determination and independence.

He stated that the Australian vote that day on that question reflected no
change in that consistent policy.
The Australian Government believed that in the WHO Congress itwCls inappropriate to reiterate in detail the Australian position on questions in South Africa.
The Australian Government repudiated the practice of apartheid; Congress was reminded

that the Australian Government had mode clear its views in other UN bodies such
the Security Council and the General Assembly.

0$

The Australian Government believed

that those bodies provided the most appropriate forums for discussion of such questions
and believed that Congress should not be deflected from its substantive business by
such discussions.
The Australian Government believed that meteorology provided one of the best
examples of a field of endeavour which depended on international co-operation. It was
pleased that

WMO

had

provided

such an outstanding vehicle for the realization of

that co-operation and had been able to welcome so many new M.embers to the Seventh
Congress in the furtherance of the ideal of universal Membership which could only but
improve the efficiency of the Organization and the science of meteorology.
T~e

Australian Government did not believe that attempts to suspend Members

contributed in any way to that goal and indeed, they would seem to detract substantially from

effo~t~

to

~eali_ze

it a.nd i..!!!Raix

th~ te.~hllicql ~.f fid.e.nc_y

'.!'hic.h

~Qli:

be.ing. SQ!.Ight~

The Australian Oelegation did not believe that the objectives of the WMO as
expressed in Article 2 of the Convention represented obligations of Member States in
the sense contemplated in Article 31 and the provision for suspension of Member
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States in this article would therefore not be applicable where they were based on such
a definition of obligotions __ leaving aside the question of whether any particular
Member State was promoting the fulfilment of the objectives of the Organization.
Mr. Gibbs stated that for these reasons, the Australian Delegation, while

it supported the legitimate aspirations of oppressed peoples and shored the strong
feelings on apartheid expressed by other delegations, could not support the reso-

lution which was before the Congress.

Mr. Noble (Canado)/ emphasizing that Canada neither accepted nor condoned the
racist policies of South Africa, endorsed the principle of universality of Membership.

He was strongly opposed to attempts to limit or suspend South African partici-

pation in meetings and added thot, by participating, South Africa in foct exposed itself to criticism.
at Congress.

He agreed with the view that political debates were inappropriate

In conclusion, he requested a formal vote on the subject and stated

that his vote would be against adoption of the draft resolution.
Mr. de Lisle (New Zealand) also stated his intention to vote against adoption
of

the

draft

resolution

South African policies.

and

added

that

it

in

no

way

implied

approval

of

He was not persuaded, however, that South Africa had con-

travened its obligations to the Organization and considered that the United Nations
General Assembly and the Security Council were the proper organizations to take
action.
Mr. Kamba (Organization of African Unity) expressed his amazement at the
reasons advanced by the Delegate of Ireland in justification of the negative stand
taken by the members of the European Economic Community on this important and highly
political matter.

He conceded that WMO wos a technical Organization but pointed out

that ITU, UPU, ICAO and IMCO, which were equally technical organizations, hod not
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been prevented by this fact from complying with the request of the United' Notions
General Assembly to exclude South Africa on account of its policy of apartheid; this

example ~hould be followed by WMD.

He concluded by quoting

(1

passage from the

Declaration on Southern Africa mode at a meeting held in Dar es Salaam under the
auspices

of the Organization of African Unity.

Mr. ~ (buine-a) asked. that his delegation be added to the list of cosponsors of' the d'ra-ft res'olution· figuring in Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 97.

Condemning· the

Government of Soutn Africa- as irIagel, he protested against South- African participation in' work of the United Nations community based on the Uni ted- Nations ci'lorter andodde.d; that- he' failed to unde-rst-and the statement of the representative of the
pe.on Economic Community count.r:ies.

The technical nature' of WMO· should not prevent it

fro_m fuX.fflling.- its- political dutias-; it would b_e
eon-t-.i:nue as

0,

EUIO-

0-

serious error for South: Africa: to

Member:- of the Organization·.

Mr. l?oTc:mi._ {'A-Ibania) announced llis full support of the' pr.oposal to suspend
the Membership- af South- Africa.

He deplored: the aid- given by imperialistic pm"ers-

which enabled: the_ Sou.th- Afd_can r~gJme to continue and considered_ the proposed
e-xpulsion. of Soutil AfI'ica- to be· a- lust demand'..

He was confid'ent· that the- suspenS'ion

o_f SOl,.Lth Africa would: be c-onsidered: a vote against neo-colonialism.
Mr. ~_ (Nige-rio.); spenking on behalf of Mr. Abayomi, inquired: whetlier Cong_ress
woufd decide on; E1ocument, Cg-VII!Do,c. 97 by acclamot-ion (as proposed: by the- Delega_tio_ns. of- Tanzan-ia, and Somalia} or- I>y a' vate (os- propos_ed' by the- representatives
of- tlia European Economic Communftx countrIes-,_ Australia, and Canada).

Since- time: was

limited;,_ and' because he- felt that this- was an occas.ion- on which all dele'gations sh-ould
speak, the, Ni_ge,dan Delegation- proposed- tho-t the- vote
secret ballot.

be. liy roll-con ratner. than by:-
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Mr. Ayadi (Tunisial speaking as tne representative of both on African country
and also the countries of the League of Arab States, mentioned -the possibility of
politics hindering technical activities i in the case in question 1 it was meteorology
which was being hampered.

During recent years, he noted, meetings of RA I hod token place

in Geneva on account of the statutes concerning recognition of the participating

countries by the host country.
meetings of RA I within Africa.

Ways and means should be found of holding the
Those countries planning to vote against the draft

resolution were not rendering any service to the continent of Africa.
however, be undesirable to exclude South Africa

It would,

from Membership without trying to

provide full coverage of the African continent, and this could be achieved only if
meteorological services were adequately developed throughout Africa.
Mr. Fonseca (Portugal) stressed that the democratic country he represented
had nothing in common with the Portugal of before April 1974, which had been a
colonial and fascist one.

His Government severely condemned all forms of oppression,

discrimination and inhuman treatment.

He regret"ted that none of the documents made

any mention of the new Portugal, which would have contributed towards the rehabilitotion of his country.

The President announced that, in accordance with the wish expressed by the
Delegation of Nigeria, voting would be by roll-call.

The result of this vote was as

follows:
Votes in favour:

66

Afghanistan

Bangladesh

Albania

Bulgaria

China (People' 5 Republic of)

Algeria

Burundi

Costa Rica

Argentino

Byelorussian S.S.R.

Cuba

Cameroon (United Rep. of)
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Cyprus

Malaysia

Senegal

Czechoslovakia

Mali

Singapore

Egypt

Mauritania

Somalia

Ethiopia

Mauritius

Sri Lanka

Gabon

Mexico

Sudan

German Democratic Republic

Mongolia

Syrian Arab Republic

Ghana

Morocco

Tanzania

Guinea

Niger

Thailand

Guyana

Nigeria

Togo

Hungary

Oman

Tunisia

Indio

Pakistan

Turkey

Indonesia

Panama

Uganda

Iraq

Peru

Ukrainian 5.S.R.

Jamaica

Philippines

Jordon

Poland

Kenya

Romanio

Kuwait

Rwanda

Lebanon

Saudi Arabia

Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
Upper Volta
Yugoslavia
Zaire

Libyan Arab Republic

Votes against:

25

Australia

Germany (Federal

Nicaragua

Austria

Republic of)

Norway

Bahamas
Barbados
Belgium

Botswana
Canada

Chile
Denmark
France

Iceland
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Luxembourg

Malawi
Netherlands

New Zealand

Sweden
Switzerland
United Kingdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
United_ States of America

B5
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Abstentions:

14

Brazil

Honduras

Nepal

Colombia

Iran

Portugal

Ecuador

Ivory Coast

Spain

Finland

Japan

Uruguay

Greece

Laos

The draft resolution on the suspension of the Government of the Republic of
South Africa from Membership of the World Meteorological Organization (contained in
Document Cg_VlljOoc. 97) was therefore adopted.
Mr. Nyberg (Sweden) requested that the following statement be recorded in

the Minutes:
"The Delegates of Denmark, Iceland, Norway and Sweden have voted against

the exclusion of South Africa from the WHO as this would be in conflict with our
traditional stand as regards the principle of universality.

This in no way

reflects an indifference on the part of our Governments and public opinion in
our countries as regords the situation in South Africa.

Our abhorrence for and

unequivocal condemnation of the racist policy of the South African regime are
well known."
Mr. Kamer (Switzerland)

stated that his delegation

considered that the con-

ditions for application of Article 31 of the Convention had not been met.

Following

a constant line, the Swiss Delegation had consequently voted against the resolution
submitted to Congress.
That vote was based solely on respect of the Convention.

The Swiss Govern-

ment, which had always approved the universal Declaration on Human Rights, was
unable to remain indifferent to a deliberate and constant violation of those rights,
wherever it should occur.

Thus the Swiss Delegate ot the United Nations Conference
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on Human Rights had declared that the democratic and humanitarian tradition of
Switzerland rejected the image- of a society as created by apartheid.

authQrities could not but morally condemn that system.

The Swiss·

Their stand on this subject

remained unchanged.

The President

confirmed that the stotement would be included in the

Minutes.

Mr. White stated that his delegation's vote against the draft resolution
should not be interpreted

as approval of the abhorrent policy of South Africa. In

meteorology! however t all countries needed each other and he felt that the exclusion
of South Africa would seriously compromise the ability of many other countries to
provide the weather services they required.

Mr. ~ (Finland) declared that the Delegation of Finland abstained in
the vote on draft resolution- in Document 97.

As an explanation, he made the following

statement:
"The Government of Finland firmly upholds the principle of universality.
At the same time we resolutely reject the policy of apartheid of the Government
of South Africa.

The abstention reflects our strong opposition to the policy

of apartheid and racial discrimination."

Mr. Abayomi

(Nigeria~ on behalf of the African Region, thanked all

countries who had voted for the suspension of South Africa from Membership. He added
that he also fully understood that delegations who had not voted for adoption of the
resolution were against apartheid.
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Mr. Rumeli (Turkey) also stressed his disapproval of the apartheid policy.
He explained that the reason why Turkey hod not co-sponsored the draft resolution
concerning the suspension of South Africa from Membership was that his delegation
hod not received the necessary instructions.
Mr. Echeverri Ossa (Colombia) stoted thot his country had always been opposed
to the violation of human rightsi at the some time, his delegation believed in
universolity of Membership and had therefore abstained from voting.
The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m.

BB

MINUTES OF THE FIFTH PLENARY MEETING
6 May 1975 at 9.30 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.30 a.m.

Before turning to the first item on the agendo/ the President said that he
had pleasure in announcing that Qatar had become a new Member of WHO on 4 May 1975 1

thus making the totol number of Members 141.

He indicated that there had been a

representative of Qatar present at Congress in an observer capacity.

He now welcomed

him in his new status, and hoped that his country would ploy an active and construc-

tive role in the work of the Organization.

He then invited the Representative of

Qator to address the meeting.

Mr. AI-Melki (Qatar) thanked Congress for the warm welcome his country had
received as

Q

new Member of WMO.

He expressed his country's readiness to participate

in the activities of WMO and indicated special interest in the programme of education
and training.

He stated that his country already had a Meteorological Service cover-

ing the requirements of aviation, shipping, agriculture and water resources, ond that
the possibility of widening the range of the existing services was under study.

It

was for this reason that Qatar was particularly glad to share the spirit of collective
co-operation that existed in the Organization.
The President thanked Mr. AI_Malki for his statement and then turned to the
first item on the agenda of the meeting.
12.

Appointment of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 11.3) (eg-VII/Doc. 103, PINK 2)
At the request of the President.. M_r. P. f1.

Au~tiIJ_

B_ourke, Chahll)an of thl';1

Nomination Committee, presented his committee's report as contained in Document
Cg-VIljPINK 2.

He stated that the committee had taken into account the unanimous
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recommendation of the Executive Committee contained_in Document Cg-VII/boc. 103, that
the present Secretary-General be re_oppointed for the next financial period.

He

added that there hod been no nominations for the post but that, fortunatelYI the
present Secretary-General, Dr. D. A. Davies, was willing to accept re-oppointment.
The Nomination Committee, therefore, in view of his excellent services rendered during
the past years had no hesitation in submitting the name of Dr. D. A. Davies for reelection.

The report was adopted unanimously.
The President

thereupon

declared Dr. D. A. Davies re-appointed as the

Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization for the seventh financial
period.
The Secretary-General made the following statement:
"It was at Second Congress, almost exactly 20 years ago that 1 first stood
before this august body, the Congress of

WM~

in similar circumstances.

I have

done so at four-yearly intervals since then and now at Seventh Congress, I stond.
before you, once again.
"As on the previous occasions, I wish to express to you,

and to the govern-

ments you represent, my sincere thanks and my deep appreciation of the renewal of
confidence in me which the decision you have just taken

implies.

"I count it, for many reasons, a great privilege to serve the Organization
in the capacity of Secretory-General.
"In the first place, it presents the opportunity of serving the science of
meteorology
few;

in a way which, by the very nature of things I con be afforded to but

and to do so, moreover, at a time when new and important developments are

taking place - developments which are placing meteorologYI

and hence WMO,

in a
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prominent place in programmes and activities relating to many world problems and
in the endeavours of the countries of the world to solve

the~e

problems.

"This, of course, is not .the time to discuss these developments in detoil-

but I have only to mention such things as the world food problems and the calls
4

being addressed to WMO for a greater effort in agrometeorologYi

the devastation

caused each year by droughts in some regions, by floods in others by that most
devastating of all natural phenomena:

the tropical cyclone;

the greater attention

to possible weather and climate modification, which such problems call for;

the

vost problems relating to environmental monitoring and protection-- and so on,
for you, the delegates to Seventh Congress, to know what I mean, when I soy that
WHO is playing an increasingly important role in world affairs.
ments confirm the need to continue with,

All these develop-

and to develop still further,

the

various programmes of WMO, World Weather Watch, Technical Co-operation, Research,
Applications, etc.

To serve WMO as Secretory-General, or indeed in any capacity,

at such a time, must surely be_ counted a privilege.
"In a more general sense, I feel very privileged also to be able to continue
to serve the 141 countries which at present comprise the Membership of WMO and
thus to encourage and foster friendly international collaboration in our specialized field

and, by so doing, possibly to help in some small measure international

understanding and goodwill in a broader context.
"To have some port in assisting the many young and developing countries to
establish their notional Meteorological and Hydrological Services and so to help
the economic development dnd the social progress for which they are striving, is
yet another reason why I shall be glad to continue in office.
"I referred a few moments ago to He renewal of confidence in me which my
re-appointment as Secretory-General implies.

I trust that I may interpret this
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as being also a renewal of confidence in the Secretariat as a whole.
"In this connexion, it seems appropriate to recall that the very small

Secretariat, established in the early doys of WMO

under my distinguished pre-

decessor, Dr. Gustave Swoboda, marked the beginning of a long tradition of
Today, I am happy to say, the same spirit of loyaltYr

efficiency and loyal service.
efficiency and devotion to duty

prevails within the Secretariat.

Let me recall

that the Secretariat comprises stoff members of many nationalities, races,
colours, creeds, traditions and cultural backgrounds -

stoff members who,

nev~rthe

less, are able to work together in harmony and friendly co-operation for the good
of the Organization,

and hence for the good of meteorology and its many applica-

tions to human affairs.
Secretariat.

I am

happ~

and indeed proud, to be the leader of such a

A few members of the staff have in fact served with me continuously

during the whole period of the past twenty years.
"Turning now to the events of the post four years, I would like to take this
opportunity of expressing my gratitude to you, Mr. President, and to the
Vice-Presidents for the support and assistance and understanding which have been
extended to me and to the Secretariat as a whole during the past four years.

I

would also like to express my gratitude to the members of the Executive Committee
as well as to the presidents of the regional associations and technical commissions
for their co-operation during the some period.
"I avail myself olso of this opportunity - when I oddress so many directors
of Meteorological Services-- to acknowledge the innumerable kindnesses and
courtesies which the directors and the staff of Meteorological Services and
institutes
visits

have shown to me in the many countries to which I have made official

in the course of the lost four years.

I have found such visits extremely

informative and beneficial from an official point of view,

and also excellent
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demonstrations of the spirit of co-operation which exists in meteorology throughout the- world.

pleasant

I

I might add that in all cases, these visits have also been very

very happy,

personal experiences.

"In conclusion, Mr. President, may I once again express my appreciation of

your renewal of confidence in me which, as I hove said, I interpret as a renewal
of confidence in the Secretariat as

0

~hole.

I sholl, as in the past, do all

within my power to be worthy of this honour and this privilege."

The President thanked Dr. Davies for his stat,ment.
Mr. Samiulloh (Pakistan) indicated his country's pleasure at the reappointment of Dr. D. A. Davies as Secretory-General and stated that his successive
ze-election at each Congress since he was first appointed at the Second Congress in
1955 was, an indication of the high esteem he enjoyed both within

l~MO

and among the

Governments of the Members of the Organization.
Mr. Abayomi (Nigeria) congratulated Dr. Davies on his re-appointment.

He

had found him to be a very efficient person with a concern for developing countries.
He added that Africa would always remember him for his contributions to the meteorology of that continent.

He was confident that Dr. Davies would continue to serve

the science of meteorology as efficiently as he hod done in the post.
The President thereupon offered' his warm congratulations and his best wishes
to Dr. Davies and recalled' that during the ceremonies for the IMO/WMO Centenary
calebrations in 1973 he hod had the opportuni ty of acknowledging the services of

Q.

very

high order which Dr. Davies rendered to the Organization and had at the same time
express'ed- tne hope that his services would long continue to be available for the
benefit of the Organization.

He was therefore very happy that his hope had come true.

The President thereupon suspended the meeting.
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The President resumed the meeting at 11.00 c.m. and on behalf_of the delegates
welcomed Dr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General of the United Notions, with the
following words:
"I have the honour and pleasure to welcome to Seventh Congress of the World

Meteorological Organization Dr. Kurt Waldheim r Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

Dr. Waldheim is such a well-known figure in world affairs that a long

introductory statement on my part is unnecessary.

Let me simply recall that he

has held his high office for three years and has done so with great distinction
and much ability.

Moreover this has been at a time when many grave problems face

the world and when the role of the United Nations in solving these problems is
increasing.

Many of these problems are of great political significance, others

relate to economic 1 social and humanitarian questions, but all have their repercussions on the United Nations and on the responsibilities and activities of its
Secretary-General.

Despite Dr. Waldheim's preoccupation with such affairs, he

still finds time to come to oddress us.

His presence here today and his willing-

ness to speak to us demonstrates his interest in our work which is, I om sure,
source of great encouragement to all of us.

Mr. Secretary-General, I welcome

you most warmly and invite you to address Congress."

Dr. Kurt WQldheim, Secretary-General of the United Nations l then delivered
the following address:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretory-General, distinguished delegates, ladies and
gentlemen,"First of all let me thank you warmly, Mr. President, for your very kind
words of-introduction.

I feel deeply touched by your kindness, and be assured

that I greatly appreciate the possibility of speaking to this distinguished
gathering.

By a happy coincidence, Congress only this morning has taken the

Q
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decision to extend for a further term of office your distinguished
Secretary_General and my valued colleague, Dr. Davies.

This gives me a welcome

opportunity to congratulate Dr. Davies and to say how much I look forward to
continuing the excellent collaboration which we have always hod in the past.

I

wish you all the best, Dr. Davies.
IILadies and gentlemen, it is now more thon a century since the f lrst Inter-

national

M~teorological

Congress was held in Vienna in 1873, and compared with

this record the United Notions is a relatively young

or90nization~

This- year we

celebrate our thirtieth anniversary, and the occasion provides us with the
opportunity of reflecting upon the achievements we have made and the disappointments we "ave experienced since 1945.

But it is also important that we use this

oeeasion to look towards the future, that we resolve to learn from our experience,
and while aware of the fact thot there is still a large gul f between au-X" goals and
their aehievelllent,- be convinced that this gulf can and must be bridged.
the United Nations has cbanged greatly

~ince

Although

its inception, reflecting as it does

a greatly changed wodd,_ the dominant principles set forth in the Charter remain.
r"e problems we face have- become much larger, more complex and more intense than
was anticipated in 1945, but increasingly we appreciate the vision of the founders
of tbe United Nations that the great problems which confront mankind can only be
understood and be resolved tl1rough collective international action.

In crea-ting

this unique- new fromework for international oction_, the founders- of tl1e United
Notions drew upon the experience of those organizations which hod been pioneers
in --this field.

The tnfernofiorHH Meteorological Organization was among- those

pioneers" and had demonstrated tl1at practical international co-opera-tion on
motters of concern to all notions was not only desirable but was essential.

The
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record of the International Meteorological Organization and of its successor, the
World Meteorological Organization, stands as an outstanding example of reol,
concrete, and invaluable international co-operation and service.
"As the Congress is the quadrennial meeting of all Member countries of the
World Meteorological Organization, each Congress is an event of major significance.
But this one is particularly important as there is now a much wider recognition of
the Organization's role in resolving many of the major world problems which
currently dominate the debates at the United Notions.
"The decisions of the recent World Food Conference refer directly, and also
by implication, to the World Meteorological Organization.

In response to these,

the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization has presented to
this Congress a proposed new World Meteorological Organization agrometeorological
programme of aid to food production.

The recent disaster in the Sudano-Sahelian

area of Africa has drawn attention to the need for increased studies in the
climate of arid regions, and the World Meteorological Organization is responding
to this need.

The heavy toll of death and destruction resulting from tropical

cyclones in recent years calls for an increased effort in this field.

Hurricane

Fifi, which recently destroyed large areas of Honduras, is only one example, and
I am glad to see that the World Meteorological Organization is strengthening its
efforts in its Tropical Cyclone Project.

Natural disasters due to flooding have

made it necessary for the World Meteorological Organization to give great attention
to flood-forecasting techniques and to related hydrological activities.

Increasing

interest in the preservation and enhancement of the environment, and the need for
environmental protection, have expanded greatly the calls on the World Meteorological Organization, with particular reference to matters affecting the pollution
of the atmosphere, rivers and oceans.
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"The Secretory-General of the World Meteorological Organization has put

forward proposals to Congress concerning these growing responsibilities.

Many

of these point.s are related to the proposed international economic order on which

the Secretory-General of the World Meteorological Organization hos submitted a
special document.
"Additional to these activities are what might be called the normal or

traditional activities of the World Meteorological Organization, such as the
vital assistance given to aviation, merchant shipping, and services to the
general public.

"Fortunately, the possibilities of giving improved services have increased
with the demands.

For several years an operational meteorological satellite

system hos been functioning, ond plans exist for a greatly improved and fully
co-ordinated meteorological satellite system.

Furthermore, high-speed electronic

computers are now used for meteorological purposes in many countries of the world.
Also, on the research side the outlook is very promising.

The Global Atmospheric

Research Programme which the World Meteorological Organization is sponsoring
jointly- with the International Council of Scientific Unions has mode on encouraging beginning with the highly successful Atlantic Tropical Experiment in 1974.
In this experiment alone some 40 scientific research ships from ten countries
took port - the largest international fleet of ships ever assembled for peaceful
purposes.

There were also satellites and aircraft involved.

"In all its activities the World Meteorological Organization collaborates
fully and

close~y

with the United Notions cnd with other speciolized ogencies.

From our point of view, I should like to draw special attention to the excellent
co-operation between your Organization and the Regional Economic Commissions of
the United Nations os well as with the Office of the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator
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and the United Notions Environment Programme.

To ensure that Congress is mode

fully aware of such activities and of the various requests emanating from the
General Assembly and other United Notions bodies t a special item appears on the
agenda entitled "Co-operation with United Notions and other organizations".
"Which leads me to speak briefly of developments at the United Nations.

In

1974, we saw the development of on international search for a new, more efficient,
and _ above all - more equitable international economic order.

"The United Nations World Conferences on Food, Population, and the Low of
the Sea, and the Sixth Special Session of the General Assembly, must be seen in
the context of a much wider and more profound concern about devising global
strategies for global problems.

The Charter of the Economic Rights and Duties of

States adopted by the General Assembly last December represented a notable advance,
but we are all aware of the fact that several important nations either opposed it
or abstained.

If we are to achieve a new international economic order, it is

imperative that all nations be involved in its creation and effective working.
We have the choice between co-operation and confrontation.

I am sure you will

agree which alternative is the most productive and effective one, but that the
achievement of agreement is going to be a difficult process.
"But it is in addressing itself to such tasks thot the United Nations system
demonstrates its unique strength.

The notion-state is, and will remain for the

foreseeable future, the principal executive instrument for putting policies into
effect.

The concerns and circumstances of all nations vary, but we can see that

the really great questions affect all nations to some degree, and are incapable
of solution by individ-ual nations or even groups of nations.

The general reali-

zation of the need to devise global strategies to resolve these problems was
perhaps the most heartening and promising aspect of the work of the United Nations
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in 1974.

But it is crucial that this realization be translated into action

at

the global, regional, and national levels, and for this we need real co-operation
and the spirit of shared interest and concern which has always characterized the
work and activities of the World Meteorological Organization.
"We recognize, on our thirtieth anniversary, the limitations of the United

Nations family of organizations.
its

\~ork

We are all very conscious of the need to keep

closely attuned to new problems and new priorities.

We must never be

afraid to change, nor of admitting past mistakes, but we should also never underestimate the enormous contributions which this system has made to improving the
lives and expectations of tens of millions of our fellow citizens of this planet.
The concept of international service, which has always been the foundation of
your organization, also exists throughout the United Nations family.
"Let us make it an objective, on our thirtieth anniversary, to ensure that
this spirit continues to dominate our work on behalf of all humanity.

I thank

you.'·
The President replied as follows:
"lam sure that you will all wish to express to Dr. Woldheim our deep
appreciation of the statement he has just made.

His remarks touched upon all the

moin issues facing WMO and which we have been discussing together at this session
of Congress.

His speech demonstrated very clearly that in connexion with many of

the new initiatives that the United Nations is now undertaking such as the new
international economic order, the new World Food Council and the United Nations
Environment Programme, WMO has important responsibilities.

I wish to assure our

dis,tinguished visitor that we are very mindful of our responsibilities and in
spite of the cold financial wind which is blowing through our

deliberotions~

I
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am confident that WMO will be able to face up to these responsibilities, both in
respect of activities of direct assistance to Members of WMO and in respect of
the no less important but perhaps less direct assistance afforded to the same
Member countries through active collaboration with the United Nations and other
specialized agencies.

One has only to think of the great assistance which WHO

has been able to give to over one hundred developing countries through its
participation in the -Unit'ad Notions Development Programme to realize the importance

of WMQ's collaboration with the United Notions and its associated programmes.
And this is only one example.

In conclusion, Mr. Secretary-General, let me

repeat that we consider it an honour and a privilege that you have come to the
Seventh World Meteorological Congress.

Your statement shows very clearly your

understanding of the role WMO has to play in international affairs, and this will
serve as a great source of encouragement to all of us.

In the name of all partici-

pating in this Congress, I thank you most sincerely. II
The Secretary-General af WMO, Dr. Davies, then made the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretory-General of the United Notions,
"As you have said, Mr. President; this is an auspicious occasion for WMO.
!II need hardly soy that I share fully the sentiments of appreciation and
thanks which you have just expressed to our distinguished visitor-- as indeed do
also, I feel sure, all other participants in this meeting.
repeat what you have said,

I will not therefore

ond said so well.

"There are however one or two points to which, I feel, I should refer at
this time.
"The first is that while Dr. Waldheilll will be known to you, and indeed to
the whole world, as the Secretary-General of the United Notions, to mer and to
011 the other executive heads of the specialized agencies of the United Nations,

100

FIFTH PLENARY flEETING

he is not only the Secretary-General of the United Nations, he is also the

Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination or the ACe as we
usually colI it.
IIThis is the committee on which all the executive heads serv131 its purpose
being to ensure the co-ordination of the work of all the organizations in the
United Nations system and thereby to render their activities
to ovoid duplication of effort.
of co-ordinating bodies;

~ore

effective and

The ACe is in fact, the apex of a lorge system

a system which functions smoothly and well.

It is

therefore a highly important committee.
"With the increasing complexity of the problems to be dealt with, the role

of the ACe hos inevitably increased in recent years and I would like to take this
opportunity

~f

expressing my appreciation and admiration at the skilled and

effective manner in which Dr. Waldheim, as our chairman f guides the work of the
committee.
IlNot only does he bring to bear the high qualities of on experienced and
polished diplomat f but also a deep understanding of the relevance of the work
of the specialized agencies, and hence of the ACC, in their endeavours, to serve
better the nations of the world.
"I count it a pleasure and an honour to participate in the work of the ACe
under Dr. Waldheim's chairmanship.
"1 felt it necessary to say these words at this time f in order to ensure
that this little-known aspect of the many and varied services which Dr. Waldheim
renders to the -world community _should not pass unnotice-d and unacknm'lle-dge-d.
"1 would olso like to thank him for the congratulations he has addressed to
me on my re-appointment.

I hove already explained earlier this morning how
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greatly I appreciate the honour and privilege which WMO has once again conferred

on me, and I will not repeat myself.
"May I simply add on this occasion tl10t on additional reason for pleasure
and satisfaction is that my re-appointment gives the opportunity of serving for

yet another period on the ACe under the chairmanship of our distinguished visitor,
Dr. Waldheim.

Thank you."

The President thanked Dr. Davies and renewed his thanks to Dr.

his address.

\~aldheim

for

He then announced the arrangements for meetings in the afternoon and

declared the fifth plenary meeting

cl~sed

at 11.25 a,m.
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MINUTES OF THE SIXTH PLENARY MEETING
7 May 1975 at 11.00 c.m.
The meeting opened at 11,00 a.m.

13.

Second xc art of the Credentials Committee
Agenda item 1.5
The Chairman of the Credentials Committee, Dr. A. Nyberg, presented his

second report as contained in Document Cg-VIljPINK 4 and recommended approval of the
credentials of the Delegations of Democratic Yemen, El Salvador and Peru.

,

There being no objections, the second report of the Credentials Committee as
contained in Document Ca-VII/PINK 4 was approved.

14.

Re vests for Membershi
Agenda item 10.4

of the Or anization

The President informed the session that two requests for Membership of the
Organization had to be considered r the first one being from the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, details of which were contained in Document Cg-VII/Docs. 81, 98,
98 ADD. I, 98 ADD. I, CORR. 11 98 ADD. I, CORR. 2, 98 ADD. 1, CORR. 3, 98 ADD. 2, ADD. 3,
ADD;

4. The second request was from the Democratic Reoublic of Viet-Nom, details of

which were contained in Document Cg-VII/Doc. 57.

He suggested that the request from

the Democratic People's Republic of Korea be dealt with first.
It was so agreed.
The President then outlined the procedure for approving requests for
Membership.

In accordance with Articles 3 and 11 of the WMO Convention approval by

two-thirds of Member States of the Organization was required.

There were 129 Member

States, hence approval by at least 86 Member States would be necessary.

Each Member

State would therefore be required to express its opproval or otherwise by registering
Yes, or No or Abstention l although of course, in the final count only the "Yes"
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He added that if 86 or more Members expressed approval

of the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the draft resolution
contained in Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 98 would also be considered approved.
Dr. White (U.S.A.) requested thatl in view of the importance of the provision
of Article 3 of the Convention that the request be approved by two-thirds of Member
States, a formal vote should be token.

He suggested however that to save time such a

vote be taken by a show of hands.
Mr. Boudiakdij (Algeria) made the following statement:
"Mr. President,
"Permit me to odd the cordial congratulations of the Algerian delegation to

those which have been addressed to our distinguished Secretary-General, Mr. Davies,
on his more than brilliant re-election as leader of the World Meteorological
Organization.
"The applause which resounded yesterday in this Conference Centre, expressing
the unanimous desire of the Governments to place once again their confidence in our
Secretary-General, constituted the worthiest and best-deserved tribute to his
competence, his professional and personal distinction ahd his eminent services to
the advancement of the international couse.
"Mr. President,
"Conscious of the honour which has fallen to it, the Algerian Delegation is
happy to have the opportunity of presenting the draft resolution on the question of
the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to the World Meteorological Organization.

"By its letter of 10 March 1975 (Document Cg-VII/Doc. 81 of 11 March 1975),
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea requested admission as a Member of the
World Meteorological Organization.
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"Mr. President,
"In submitting this candidature, the Democratic People' 5 Republic of Koreo

found the best possible woy of manifesting its great interest in the activities of
the World Meteorological Organization and its sincere desire to co-operate with all
Member countries in achieving the objectives of our Organization.

"Too request of the Democratic People I s Republic of Korea has been mode in
accordance with Article 3, paragraph (c)/ of the Convention of the World Meteorological Organization, which provides that any State having a Meteorological Service
may become a Member of our Organization.
"In fact, Mr. President, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea not only
possesses a complete and efficient Meteorological Service, it is above all a great
sovereign c-ountry with highly developed facilities for meteorological observations,
which are fully capable of being placed at the service of the whole region and of
being integrated into the global observing system.

These facilities and their

opera.tions are described at length in the memorandum submitted by the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea and, annexed to Document Cg-VII/Doc. 81 of 11 Harch 1975.
"Tod'a)", Mr. President, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea is offering
us its collaboration in the field of meteorology.

For our port, we warmly welcome

this initiative and we are convinced that the considerable experience acquired by
that country will make on important contribution to improving the efficiency of the
WHO's- work.

This ottitud-e of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea corresponds

to the 'principles of its policy of peace, understanding between peoples and
international solidarity, principles oJ which the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea has given many convincing examples during its more thon 30 years of existence
as

0

sovereign State'.
"With regard to its international relations, which it conducts on a basis of

independence, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea mointains political, economic
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end cultural 'relations with more than 100 countries of Europe, Africa, Asia and

America.

Moreover, it is a full Member of WHO, UPU, Unesco, WIPO, IAEA and UNCTAD

and has permanent representatives having the status of observers to the United
Nations in New York and Geneva.
"It has been pointed out sufficiently often, Mr. President, that meteorological
phenomena know no frontiers;

and that the participation of all in our Organization

is the prerequisite for success in this vost undertaking, where the interest and

safety of each truly depend on the solidarity of all.
"Another fundamental principle which our Organization seeks to apply consis-

tently is the principle of universality.

By agreeing to welcome the Democratic

People's Republic of Korea into the family of the World Meteorological Organization,
we shall have seized the opportunity offered us of odding one further stone to this
edifice of international co-operation which we are patiently, but surely, building
up.

"It is quite certain that the admission of the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea will contribute in the most constructive possible way to the Organizotion's
activities and that the Organization will thus be in a better position to promote
additional foctors of progress and hence the consolidation of peace in the world.
Such a decision would be in line with the principles of the Convention, would
correspond to the interests of mony Member States, and would increose the sphere of
activity and the international authority of the World Meteorological Organization.
"It hardly needs repeating that the World Meteorological Organization and the
Members who compose it must act exclusively in the light of the terms of the
Convention, that is to say, they must consider themselves obliged to base all their
actions on the purposes and objectives of the Organization and on the declored
adherence to principles such as that of universality.
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IIHowever, despite the fact that nearly 30 years have elapsed since our

Organization began the activities aimed at achieving the purposes it hos set
itself in the Convention _ activities in the course of which some remarkable
successes have undoubtedly been achieved -

it does not reflect all the realities

of the contemporary world and does not yet give expression to the principle _of
universality~

"During the first week of this Cotigress we have heard many professions of

faith with respect to that important principle and hove also witnessed undertakings
so fraught with certainty that we have no doubts with regard to the outcome of our
debate on the admission of the Democratic People ~ s ReJlublie of Korea.
U<Mr. President, with a view '1:0 facilitating the work of the Congress, my

-Clelegation has the honour to submit, on behalf of its co-sponsors, the draft
resol-uti-on contained in Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 98 of 24 April 1975, which has been
co-"Sponsored by 53 countries.

The list has been added to and is to be found in

-Documents Cg-VII/Doc. 98 and 98 ADD.

1, 2, 3 and 4.

The names of Burma and the

'Kingdom of Jordan should be deleted from this list in which they were included os
a result of a regrettable misunderstanding on our part .
.f1:Tf'le Algerian "Delegation renews its appeal to all Member States to give their
-su.pport to the admission of the "Democratic People' s Republic of Korea to t-he World
Meteor-olo.gical Organization and to demonstrate in the clearest possible fas'hion
their ·desire to "broaden international collaboration in 9 field which is so
important for 'human life and survival.
"·Mr. President, ·our conviction that Congress as a whole will pronounce in
f·oV0ur of this candidature is unshaken.
the considerations

r

We hope., moreover 1 that in the light of

have just outlined and of the ·spirit of co-operatio.n and
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friendship which characterizes our work, Congress will decide to admit the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea by a gesture which has become traditional on
similar occasions in international organizations because it is full of dignity and
faith in international co-operation, I mean, by acclamation.
"Mr. President, the acclamations of Congress ore a ringing response to the
requests of prospective Members for admission to our Organization.

It would be a

welcome consonant with the best traditions of the international community, and in
particular of the great family of the United Nations and the specialized agencies
and of the great international gatherings which they organize.
"To the extent that it would appear indispensable to harmonize traaitions with
the requirements of the regulations the application of which, after all, is at all
times subject to the sovereign decisions of the Congress--and in this connexion,
each of the delegations present here has the right to propose the adoption of the
procedure-- my delegation, Mr. President, has formally submitted a motion requesting
Congress to approve the procedure of admission by acclamation or to reject it, which
would certainly not be in accordance with the wishes of Congress.
"If it should happen that an objection is raised, we should be grateful,
Mr. President, if you would first of all ask Congress to make known its feelings
with regard to such an objection, that is to

saYI

to take a decision, by upholding

or rejecting the objection, on the question of admission by acclamation."
The President thanked the Delegate

af Algeria and apologized for not having

given the floor to Algeria first on behalf of the sponsors of the draft resolution.
He added that since the U.S.A. had requested a vote to be taken, approval by acclamation was not possible.
Mr. Bacinschi (Romania) stated that his delegation was happy to be among the
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co-sponsors of the draft resolution contained in Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 98.

He pointed

out that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea was a sovereign stote responsible
for an efficient and well-equipped Meteorological Service.
other Organizations of the United Notions system.

It was also a Member of

He therefore supported Algeria's

request that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea's request for admission be
approved by acclamation.
The President asked the Delegate of the U.S.A. whether he maintained his request

for a formal vote.
Dr. White (U.S.A.) explained that ~is request hod not been mode lightly.

He

stated that the WMO Convention required approval by two-thirds of Member States and
this provision must be adhered to.
The President thereupon confirmed that a vote would be taken and that approval
of the request by acclamation would not be permitted.
Dr. Seck (Senegal) supported opproval by acclamation but, since this was not
now possible, requested that the vote be taken by secret ballot.
Mr. Tsou Ching-mens (China) stoted his delegation's support of what hod been
said by Algeria concerning the adoption of the draft resolution.

Under the leadership

of President Kim II Sung the Korean people hod mode tremendous achievements in
building up the Democratic People's Republic of Koreo as a prosperous and strong
socialist country which already enjoyed considerable international prestige.
Democ~otic

The

People's Republic of Korea also operated a functional Meteorological

Service which could contribute significantly to the work and aims bf WMO.

Moreover

the Demot-rcftic People's RepuBlic of Korea was a Member of other organIzations ot the
United Nations.

The Chinese Delegation, he said, fully supported acceptance of the

Democratic People's Republic of Korea's request, by acclamation.
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Mr. Lifigo (Tanzania) mode the following statement:
"The Tanzanian Delegation to the Seventh Congress of WMO is particularly

pleased to have been given the opportunity to address this distinguished assembly
on this very importont subject concerning the admission of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea to the WHO.
nThe Democratic People's Republic of Korea is on industrially developed
socialist stote which strongly believes in the spirit of international co-operation
and peaceful coexistence.
"Members of this distinguished body will be pleased to note that the Democratic

People's Republic of Korea, after a very short time since its liberation, hos
d~veloped

a highly viable Hydrometeorological Service.

"During the 30 years of freedom,

its

network of observing stations has

grown from a meagre 13 stotions to the present 200 stations.
of

0

This is on equivalent

2
network density of an overage of one observing station per 500 km , which is

one of the highest in the world.

Their observational programme includes surface,

upper-air, agrometeorological-, hydrometeorological, marine, seismic and other
geophysical observations.
"It

also has

a viable telecommunications network for both notional and

international purposes.

It conducts on a routine basis

forecasting for short term, medium term and long
techniques.

In instruments,

of meteorological instruments.

it

has

ter~

data processing and

employing the latest

a manufacturing capability of a voriety

In the research and training field, the Democratic

People's Republic of Korea has established five hydrometeorological institutes
for research and training.

llO
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"Furthermore, Mr. President, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea hos

established political, economic and cultural relations with more than 100 countries
throughout the world, including my own country, Tonzania.

It is a member and

actively participates in the activities of six internationol organizations,

namely, WHO, UPU, Unesco, UNClAD, WIPD and IAEA.
"In view of the foregoing, Tanzania notes that the Democratic Peoplets

Republic of Korea fully meets the objectives of our Organization and through its
activities in hydrometeorology ond in other interno-tional organizations, it
upholds the principle of international co-operation for the welfare of all mankind.

As the benefits accrued from the application of hydrometeorology would be for
the social and economic advancement of all her people and the world, Tanzania
believes that the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to WHO
on 'the principle of universality is right and just.
~IIn

conclusion, the Tanzanian

Delegation urges this distinguished assembly

to admit the People's Democratic Republic of Korea to WHO.

-We would have

preferred admi_ssion by acclamation but whatever is the mode of choice, please
vote 'Yes'."

Mr. Radinovic (Yugoslavia) said that he wished, on behalf of the Yugoslav
Government, to support the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to
the World Meteorological Organization.

The Yugoslav Government understood that the

Democrptic People's Republic of Korea had a well-developed Meteorological Service with
ab,o_ut 2_QQ observing stations w_orking in accordance_ with WMo. principles and regulations.

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea fulfilled all the necessary requirements
for admission to the Organization.
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Mr.

Samiullah

(Pakistan)

endorsed

what

had

been

said

by

previous

speakers with regard to the Hydrometeorological Service of the Democratic People'p
Republic of Korea.

His delegation strongly believed that the admission of the

Democratic People's Republic of Korea would make on important contribution to the
Global Observing System of the World Weather Watch.

It supported the draft resolution

in Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 98; of which it was a co-sponsor, and the proposal by the
representative of Senegal that the vote should be taken by secret ballot.
Mr. Sadowski (Poland) soid that Poland strongly supported the draft resolution
(Document

Cg~VII/Doc.

98).

Poland was a long way from Koreo, but it maintained close

contact with the Meteorological Service of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
which was a modern and well-equipped service r and which conducted a great deal of
interesting research work.

The admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

would be very fruitful for the Organization.

He too supported the proposal of the

representative of Senegal.
Mr. Khabarov (U. S.S.R.) declared that, as one of the co-sponsors, the U. S. S.R.
fully supported the draft resolution (Document Cg-VII/Doc. 98).

The Meteorological

Service of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea had been set up in 1946;

it

performed all the duties of a Meteorological Service under the guidance of WHO.
There was no reason whatever why that Service r or the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea, should remain outside the Organization.

The correct method of admitting

it would be by acclamation, i.e. by the unanimous vote of all Members of the
Organization.
Mr. Navai (Iron) said that, as a co-sponsor of the draft resolution, the
Delegation of Iran supported the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea.

It also supported the proposal that the vote should be taken by secret ballot.
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Mr. Ecneverri Ossa (Colombia) stated that his Government's polic;' was that all

nations in the world should be represented in WMO, which was a highly technical
organization working in a field nature universal.

the Earth' 5 atmosphere _ which was by its very

His delegation would vote in favour of the admission of the

Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
Mr. Rodriguez-Ramirez (Cuba) recalled that, since the Sixth ~/or1d Congress,

WMO had taken a number of importont steps forward, including the admission of the
People's Republic of China and the German Democratic Republic.

Speaking on behalf

of his Government, he urged WMO Members to continue and to accelerate that advance by
granting admission to the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and to the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom, both of which were fully entitled to be represented.
Mr. Gibbs (Australia) indicated that Australia supported the resolution before
Congress because it believed that the admission of the_ Democratic People's Republic
of Korea to Membership of the Organization would make an important contribution· to the
world-wide WWW system of the World Meteorological Organization.
Australia welcomed this evidence of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea's
willingness to take its part in international co-operation and to extend its relations
with other Member countries of the WMO in the field of meteorology.

Australia hoped

that the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to WMO would make
some modest contribution towards reducing tension in the Korean Peninsula and lead to
the reconciliation between the ROK and DPRK,to which Australia attached great importance.
Mr. Tuvdendorj (Mongolia) said that r as

0

co-sponsor of the draft resolution r

Mongolia supported the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to
WHO.

The Hydrometeorological Service of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

operoted an extensive network of stations.

His delegation hooped that the Congress
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would unanimously support the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
in a spirit of co-operation and universality, which was the true spirit of the WMO
Convention.
Mr. ~ (Yemen), noting
Seventh Congress,

wish"ed

to

that it was the first time he had spoken at the

take the opportunity of congratulating the Secretary-

General on .his re-election.
His delegation had been glad to co-sponsor the draft resolution.

There were

two fields in which neither frontiers nor ideologies nor political regimes could
influence the relations between peoples and States.
health.

One of those fields was that of

Microbes and bacteria, as everybody knew, were no respecters of frontiers,

and the World Health Organization had realistically and far-seeingly taken that fact
into account by admitting the

Democ~atic

People1s Republic of Korea to Membership.

The other such field was meteorology, and for that reason his delegation fully
supported the candidature of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

He would

have preferred the admission to have been granted by acclamation or consensus, but
the rules of procedure had to be followed, and he accordingly supported the Senegalese
proposal of a secret ballot.
Mr. ~ (Guinea) said that he endorsed what hod been said by the representative of Algeria.

His delegation supported the admission of the Democratic People's

Republic of Korea, which was a member of the "third world", which was making on ever
greater contribution to the welfare of mankind.

The Democratic People's Republic of

Korea, under its President, Kim II Sung, worked consistently for a world of peace and
justice and for the liberty and independence of peoples r so that ever more newly
independent countries could join the community of notions.
vote in favour of the draft resolution.

He urged the Congress to
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Mr. Petrcq (Albania) expressed his delegation's strong support of the just
request of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea for Membership of the WHO.

The

Democratic People' 5 Republic of Korea should occupy_i ts rightful place in the Organization

as an independent and sovereign country whose Government represented the true interests
of the whole Koreon people

and was its only legitimate representative in inter-

national relations and organizations, including WMO.
Mr. Piccone (~IU) congratulated Dr. Davies on his re-election as SecretoryGenera!.

He

stated

that

there were at least three good reasons for supporting the

admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to WMO;
of WHO's interests and functions;

the universality

the fact that the Democratic People's Republic

of Korea was already a member of other international organizations;
it possessed an efficient Meteorological Service.

and the fact that

He supported Senegal's proposal

for a secret ballot.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) said that the Argentine Republic maintained full
diplomatic relations with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and would vote
for its admission to WMO.
Mr. Ho Joong Choi (Republic of Korea) said that his Government represented a
sovereign State of 35 million inhabitants and had been a Member of WHO since 1956.
The statement of the Albanian representative, therefore, was totally groundless.
Mr. de Medeiros (Dahomey) also congratulated the Secretary-General on his
re--ele-ction.
He regretted that, owing to its late arrival, his delegation had not been
able to sponsor the draft resolution in Document Cg-VIIjOoc. 98 which it supported
for the reasons stated by the representatives of Algeria and Tanzania.

The
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would

have

particular significance ot a time when the world was in need of peace, justice and

a reduction of tension.
The President invited Congress to vote, by secret ballot, on the question

whether the Democratic People's Republic of Korea should be admitted to full Membership of the World Meteorological Organization.
At the request of the President, the Secretory-General explained the procedure
of vote by secret ballot and said that each Member-Stote delegation would receive a
voting slip on which it should write "Yes" if i t were in favour of the admission of

the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, "No" if it were against, or "Abstention"J
if it wished to abstain.

Heads of delegations would then be invited J in French alpha-

betical order, to come to the rostrum and to place their voting slips in the ballot
box.

The motion for admission would be carried if two-thirds of the Members of the

Organization - i.e. 86 delegotions - voted IIVes"r irrespective of the number of
"No" or other votes.
The President said that, if the motion were carried, the draft resolution in
Document Cg-VII/Doc. 98 would be considered to be adopted.
He invited the representatives of New Zealand and Yugoslavia to oct as
tellers.
The motion to admit the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to

Members~

of the World Meteorological Organization was carried by 96 votes to none, with 17
abstentions and 2

bla~k

voting slips.

The draft resolution in Document Cg-VII/Doc. 98 was adopted.
The President congratulated the representatives of the Democratic People l s
Republic of Korea, which was now eligible to become a Member of the Organization.
He explained that the Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea would
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be formally notified of the decision and invited to deposit on instrument of accession
to the Convention of the Horld Meteorological Organization.

It would become (] Member

of the Organization 30 days ofter the deposit of that document.

Dr. White (U.S.A.) said that, now that the vote hod been taken, the United
States Oelegation wished to welcome the representatives of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea and looked forward to working closely with them in the World

Meteorological Organization.

Mr. Ojin Tchoung-Gouk (Democratic People's Republic of KQrea) expressed
his appreciation of the decision of the Seventh World Meteorological Congress to
admit the Democratic People's Republic of Korea as a full Member of the World
Meteorological Organization.

He thanked the President and the friendly delegations

of all countries which had actively supported its admission.

The Democratic People's

Republic of Korea had always respected the statutes and objectives of WHO and had
decided to apply for Membership,in order to develop further its co-operation with the
peace-loving peoples of the world in the field of hydrometeorology.

He particularly

welcomed the unanimous vote for the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, which indicated the wide support for the principle of universality, constituted
a victory for the progressive forces and was a vindication of the correctness of the
independent policy of the Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
which, under the wise leadership of President Kim II Sung, Respected and Beloved
Leader of the Korean People, was becoming more prosperous every day.
Mr. Ho Joong Choi (Republic of Korea) made the following statement:
"North Korea is now to become a new Member of the World Meteorological
Organization.

In admitting North Korea into this Organization, we all expect that

it will do its share of contribution in co-ordinating, standardizing and improving
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world meteorological activities and exchanging meteorological information in
the aid of human activities.

"Mr. President,
"As has been made clear in its foreign policy declaration of 23 June 1973,

the Government of the Republic of Korea is, in principle, not opposed to the
participation of North Korea in the international organizations, including
WHO, where the Republic of Korea hos long been a Member.
"My Government believes that participation of both the South and the North

of Korea in the international organizations of the universal character facilitates
the contacts and exchanges between the two divided parts of Korea and contributes
to restoring mutual trust and confidence which is vital in the process of
national reconciliation.

"It was in this belief that my Government advanced the view that the
Republic of Korea and North Korea should both become Members of the United Nations.
"North Korea has long sought to take part in the United Nations system
including the United Nations itself, and it has now joined various UN organizations.
"Seeing North Korea joining this Organization, my Government once again
expresses its hope that both the South and the North of Korea also join the United
Notions, as on interim step for the transitional period until peaceful notional
unification is achieved.

It shall never be a hindrance to the eventual achievement

of our goal to unify our divided land through peaceful means.
"Today, in support of North Korea's admission to this Organization, all of
the speakers emphasized

that this will meet with the principle of universality.

"I hope that such strong support by many countries of the principle of
universality will influence North Kor-ea to accept the call of my Government to
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join the United Nations together where the principle of universality is required
more than in any other international organizations.
"Mr. President,
"Before concluding my remarks, I would like to soy that my delegation is

happy to hear thot North Korea will act in

0

responsable and co-operative manner

and will contribute to the promotion of world-wide co-operation in the field of
meteorology. "

The meeting rose at 1.20 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
7 Moy 1975 at 3.05 p.m.
The meeting opened at 3.05 p.m.

~~~CT.~~~~~~~~~~a~n~i~za~t~,~·o,"n (continued) (Agenda item 10.4)
I, 98 ADD. 1, CORR. I, 98 ADD. 11
The President proposed that the procedure to be adopted for the consideration

of the request for Membership of WHO by the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom should be
the same as that used for a similar request by the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea - namely by secret ballot.

Dr. Bohme (Germon Democratic Republic), however,

proposed that the roll-call method should be used instead of secret hallot.

The pro-

posol was supported by Algeria.

The latter proposal was accepted.

Mr. Tran Von An (Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom) stated:
"On behalf of the Meteorological ·Service of the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nom, our delegation has the honour to extend warm greetings to all present.
Our delegation takes this opportunity of offedng its hearty congratulations to
Dr. D.A. Davies on his re-election to the post of Secretary-General of WHO.
"We hail the Seventh WHO Congress as on important event in the task which has
been assigned to it, viz.: "co_ordinate, standardize and improve meteorological
activities throughout the world and encourage an efficient exchange of mete orological information between countries in the interest of various human activities."
"It is in the realization of the significance of the noble purpose of WMO

and the effective scope of its task that the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom, in
accordance with Article 3 of the WMO Convention, has the honour to request this
Congress for admission to Membership of the Organization.
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"Since i t was established in 1945, the Meteorological Service of the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nom has continuously expanded and shown its worth, in spite of
the enormous difficulties which it has had to overcome due to the almost continuous
state of war in Viet-Nom for three decades.
nAt the present time, the Meteorological Service of the Democratic Republic of

Viet-Nom, under the Council of

Minister~

has organized a complex network of stations

extending to all regions of the country.

The main task is to forecast typhoons and

flooding and the centrol office and first-order stations regularly supply meteorological information and weather forecasts.

Even under war conditions, the Meteoro-

logical Service of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nem has given
scientific research and training of staff in various classes.

atte~tion

to

Meteorological tele-

communications within the country and with the outside world are provided by means
of equipment

which in certain respects

is relatively up to date.

Throughout the

many years of its activities, the Meteorological Service of the Democratic Republic
of Viet-Nom has received technical assistance from the Meteorological Services of
friendly countries. We have also received the documents which the WMO Secretariat
has been kind enough to send us.
"The Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom participated in the International Geophysical Year and in the International Quiet Sun Vears.
"We take this opportunity of expressing oui' sincere thanks for this friendly
co-operation and valuable assistance.
"We are firmly convinced that with the increasing and continuous development
of -avia-tion and shipping throughout the world, the activities of the Meteorological
Service of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom, in this region of our plonet-region

~jhich

0

has the special features of a tropical monsoon. climate and is often

affected by typhoons--will be able to make a useful contribution to world meteorology.
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"With this in mind, it is to be hoped that the Provisional Revolutionary

Government of the Republic of Viet-Nom, which has-regained full sovereignty oyer
the whole of South Viet-Nom, will soon be legitimately represented in this assembly.
"Mr. President,
"Ladies and gentlemen,
"In thanking all those delegations who may be kind enough to support our

request for admission to Membership, the Delegation of the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nam wishes to express its best wishes for the success of the Seventh Congress
which will indeed hove contr·ibuted to the betterment of conditions for mankind. II

Mr. ~ (German Democratic Republic) stated that in accordance with the
principle of universality his delegation whole-heartedly supported the application
of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and that
woald be in line with the WMO Convention.

-0

positive decision on its admission

He appealed to all Members to support the

application.

Mr. Boudiakdij (Algeria) stated that the application of the Democrotic
Republic of Viet-Nom brought to mind that the history of mankind was in transformation
and that some systems were disappearing and others were coming forward.

It would be

necessary to face the facts squarely and in as responsible a way as possible.

In

order to achieve success the Congress must grasp this opportunity to admit the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom in pursuance of the basic principle of universality.
He went on to relate the difficult war conditions that the applicant hod hod to face
during the past thirty years in order to fight imperialism, and how the small country
had emerged victorious against a big power.

He asserted that it would take several

generations to correct the ecological imbalance caused by war, to alleviate humon
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suffering and to reclaim land for agriculture.

He further stated that if the applica-

tion were successful t WHO would be the first international organization to register
the Membership of the Democratic Republic of

~iet-Nom

and he hoped that Congress

would vote massively for its admission.
Mr. Tuvdendori (Mongolia) firmly supported the application of the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom and stated that all Meteorological Services on the planat should
co-operate.

He emphasized thot the significant geographical position of that country

had important meteorological implications not only for the country itself but also
for the whole of Asio, and in particular for Mongolia.
Mr. Bocinschi (Romania) stated that WMO must assist all countries of the
world so that each one of them would be able to develop meteorology at the international level.

This could only be accomplished if each country were able to

participate in the activities of WMO.

He therefore emphasized that the admission

of the Democratic·Republic of Viet-Nom was in accordance with the Convention and
would considerably benefit WMO.
The President welcomed the arrival of Mr. Izrael (U.S.S.R.) and gave the
floor to him.
Mr. Izrael

~U.S.S.R.)

his late arrival in Geneva.
Secretary-General of WMO.

greeted all delegations and explained the reasons for
He congratulated Dr. Davies an his re-election as

He then expressed his satisfaction that the Democratic

People's Republic of Korea had been admitted to WMO.

In supporting the application

of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom he confirmed that the applicant hod a fullfledged modern Meteorological Service which should be able to make real substantive
contributions to the work of WMO.

The Soviet specialists who had visited that Ser-

vice had gained an excellent impression of its progress.

He also hoped that the new

SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING

123

Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nom would take its place omongst

the Members of WMO in the very near future.

Mr. Radinovlc (Yugoslavia) stated that his support to the application was
based on the foct that the Meteorological Service of the Democratic Republic of VietNam which had been a sovereign Stote was organized in accordance with WMO principles
and had effectively participated in international exchange of meteorological data.

Mr. T50U Ching-meng (China) mode the following statement:
liThe valiant North Vietnamese people/ under the leadership of the Government
of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom, have safeguarded national independence and

state sovereignty and have scored great achievements in socialist construction by
developing their strong will and the spirit of hard work.

It has also made

remarkable achievements in healing the wounds of war and in rehabilitation and
development of economy.

It enjoys increasingly high international prestige. The

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom has a complete network of meteorological stations
and a Meteorological Service.

It has entirely met the requirement of Membership

stipulated in the Convention of WMO.

The Chinese Delegation firmly supports the

rightful demand of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam to apply for Membership of

WMO."

Mr. Rodriguez-Ramirez (Cuba) referred to the arguments highlighted by the
preceding speake·rs and appealed to all Members to support the application of the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom in order to contribute to justice, to the strengthening
of international collaboration and to the future development of WHO.
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Mr. Camara (Guinea) congratulated the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom on its

victory after thirty years of strenuous war.

justice to admit

t~e

He considered it \",ovld be a triumph of

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom to WMO and it would be a victory

for principles over brutal force.

Supporting the application, he stated that the

country deserved the esteem and assistance of WMO.
Mr. Navai (Iran) advocated admission of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom
on behalf of his Government as well as in his capacity as president of Regional
Association II.

He also welcomed the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to

Regional Association II.
Mr. Po-joni (Albania) firmly supported the just request of the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom and

went

on to state thot this sovereign State fully repre-

sented its people and would make significant contributions to the meteorological
commuf.lity~

In e.xpressing his fraternal and heartfelt feelings towards the Vietnamese

people, he stated that their heroic struggle and their victory had destroyed the myth
of invincibility of the U-. S. imperialism.

He confirmed that the application for

Membership fully- conformed_ to the principle of universality and hoped that i t would
meet with· the wide approval of Congress.
Mr. Pechala (Czechoslovakia) associat~d himself with the countries which had
s.tJpported tlie application of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom.

He confirmed that

the geo9_rophical location of this country was very important for international
meteorology

especially in- cannexion wiHt monitoring· of dangerous meteorolog-ical

phenomen.a.
Mr~ Lifigo (Tanzania r United Republic of) considered

it important to admit

the Oemocratic: Republic oJ Viet-Nom to WHO because in that way it would be able to
make signifi~ant contributions to the meteorological community.

He stated that many
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of the facts which applied to the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea applied equally to the Democratic Republic of

Viet~Nam.

He therefore appealed

to the delegates to vote also in favour of the latter applicant.
Mr. Czelnai (Hungary) strongly supported the admission of the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom to WMO and informed Congress that the Meteorological Service
of the applicant fully satisfied all the conditions to be a Member.

His country had

close contacts with the Meteorological Service of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom
and many members of its stoff hod been trained in the Hungarian universities.

He

confirmed that, in spite of unfavourable and sod conditions, the Meteorological
Service of this country had made a great effort towards progress.
Mr. Gbashah (Nigeria) also associated his country with those which had
supported full Membership of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom.

In extending his

congratulations to the Democratic People's Republic of Korea he stated that with the
admission of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom a new era would start in the history
of WMO.

Indicating that his country was friendly to all governments, he hoped all

governments would co-operate in admitting the applicant.
The President concluded the discussion and directed that a vote be token by
roll-call of Member States.

The result of the vote as regards the admission of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom to WMO was as follows:
Votes in favour:
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Afghanistan

Austria

Albania

Bahamas

Algeria

Bangladesh

Argentina

Barbados

Australia

Belgium
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Bolivia

Gabon

Botswana

German Democratic Republic

Brazil

Germany (Federal Republic of)

Bulgaria

Ghana

Burma

Greece

Burundi

Guinea

Byelorussian 5.S.R.

Guyana

Cameroon (United Republic of)

Honduras

Canada

Hungary

Central African Republic

Iceland

China

India

Colombia

Indonesia

Congo

Iran

Costo Rica

Iraq

Cuba

Ireland

Czechoslovakia

Italy

Dahomey

Ivory Coast

Denmark

Jamaica

Democratic Yemen

Japan

Ecuador

Kenya

Egypt

Kuwait

El Salvador

Laos

Ethiopia

Libyan An:!b

Finland

Luxembourg

France

Malaysia

R~_R1,,!bl.it;;
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Mali

.Sudan

Mauritania

Sweden

Mauritius

Swi tzerland

Mexico

Syrian Arab Republic

Mongolia

Tanzania (United Republic of)

Morocco

Thailand

Nepal

Togo

Netherlands

Tunisia

New Zealand

Turkey

Niger

Uganda

Nigeria

Ukrainian S. S. R.

Norway

U.S.S.R.

Pakistan

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

Panama

Upper Vol to
Peru
Uruguay
Philippin~s

Venezuela

Poland
Yemen

Portugal
Yugoslavia
Qatar

Zaire
Romania

Rwanda
Senegal
Singapore
Somalia

Sri Lanka
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Votes against:
Abstentions:

0
8

Chile

Korea (Republic of)

Cyprus

Saudi Arabia

Guatemala

Spain

Isroel

United States of Americo

The President announced that the proposal had obtained the required twothirds majority of Members which were States and that the Democratic Republic of

Viet-Nom was therefore eligible for Membership of the Organization.

He then con-

gratulated the Observer for the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom and expressed his
appreciation and happiness at the decision of Congress on the question of the admission of that country to WMO.

Mr. Tran Von An (Demo-erotic Republic

0

f Viet-Nam) replied wi th the following words:

"'We wish to express our deep gratitude to all those delegations who have
staunchly supported our request for admission to Membership.
"We also wish to express our thanks to delegations who are behind us in spirit
and in conscience but who have voted in contradiction to their reol

desire~

for

various reasons which we can well understond.
"Now, as

a Member of WMO I whose noble purpose has been demonstrated throughout

its history, the Meteorological Service of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom
solemnly undertakes to do everything within its power- to cont-r-ibute as

fOF

as

possible, not only to the well being of its own people, but in close collaboration
with world meteorology to the betterment of conditions of all mankind."
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Mr. Samiullah (Pakistan) congratulated the Delegation of the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom on its admission to the community of WMO which would promote

international meteorological co-operation in a more effective way, especially·within the tropical and subtropical meteorological regions.
Mr. Philoniotis (Cyprus) made the following statement:"
II

I have asked for the floor in order that I may explain the vote of my delega-

tion for the admission of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom as Member of the WMO,

but first of all let me, Mr. President, congratulate the Democratic Republic .of

Viet-Nom on its admission.
"Our abstention, Mr. President, reflects only the firm policy of the Government
of the Republic of Cyprus, which is by principle and for very good reasons against
the division of nations and must not in any way be interpreted as being negative as
regards the admission of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom.
"The people of Cyprus have followed with admiration the heroic struggle of the
Vietnamese people for freedom and unification of their country and my Government
has already recognized the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nom.
"In this context, Mr. President, we shall be very happy to welcome in the near
future the entrance of

0

uni Hed Viet-Nom in the World Meteorological Organization."

Mr. Ridho (Iraq) congratulated Dr. Davies on his re-election and also expressed
his congratulations to the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and to the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom on their admission to HMO.
The meeting rose ot 4.25 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH PLENARY MEETING
14 May 1975 at 2.35 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.35 p.m.
of the 0

anization

The First Vice-President opened the proceedings by saying that the"meeting
would deal with the first part of the item, namely the election of the President. He
invited the chairman of the Nomination Committee to present the report of his committee.

Mr. Austin Bourke (chairman of the Nomination Committee) said that the
Nomination Committee hod the honour to submit the name of Mr. M. F. Toha for the
office of the President and recommended his re-election.

The First Vice-President thanked the chairman of the Nomination Committee for
its report and in accordance with Regulation 79 asked whether there were any other
nominations from the floor.
There being none, and in accordance with Regulation 80, he declared Mr. Taha
to be re-elected unanimously as President of WMO for the next four-year period.

He

expressed his pleasure and extended his warm congraulations to Mr. Taha.
The President then made the following statement:

"It is difficult for me to find W'ords to express my feelings at this moment.
"May I begin by conveying to you all, very simply- but very sincerely- my
heartfelt thanks for the great honour you have conferred upon me in re-electing
me to the office of President of WMO and for the renewal of confidence in me which
your decision implies.
country,

Egypt.

It is not only on honour to me personally but also to my

In addition, I interpret your decision as an indication of the

continued concern of the Organization as a whole for all the developing countries
in Africa and for that motter, throughout the world.
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"Having thus expressed my heartfel1; gratitude and thanks, I would

now

like to

offer a world of explanation of why I allOhed myself to be a candidate for re-election.
"Four years ago, I expressed the view that in general, the President of our

Organization should serve for one fovr-yeor period only.
original intention not to seek re-election.

It was therefore my

A few months ago, however, I was

approached by severol members of the Executive Committee and by representatives of
other countries -

notably African and Arab countries -

name to go forward for re-election.

and was urged to allow my

The Egyption Government took the view that

these pressing requests from so many friendly countries could not be rejected and
refused.
again -

MoreOVer, I myself had said at the previous Congress-- and I say it
tkat I am ready and willing to serve the Organization in any capacity.

therefore found it impossible not to respond favourably to these requests,

I

with

the result which you hove all witnessed this morning -:- my re-election.
"I felt I should take a few moments of your time to give this explanation and
thereby to avoid any possible misunderstanding on this motter.
"I mentioned earlier that I count it a _great honour to be re-elected to the
high office of President of WMO.

May I add,

howeve~

that I am greatly touched by

the manner in which you have conducted my re-election.

We are a democratic

organization and those who wish to serve the Organization in any office must be
prepared to undergo the selective process of voting, as I have myself on previous
occasions, and, win or lose, to accept the decision of Members readily and without
ill feeling.
"I am therefore deeply touched that you have this afternoon re-elected me
unanimously, especially as this is the first time in the history of our Organization that the President has been appointed in this way.
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"As to the future, I wish to assure you

my power in the coming period
of our Organization.

that I shall do everything within

to strive for the continued success and progress

It is becoming increasingly evident from the debates at this

present Congress that the Organization has important responsibilities before it-responsibilities not only to our science and our services,

but to the world

community as a whole.
"With the hdp of each and every Member, with the help of the Executive
Committee which this Congress, in its wisdom, \dll appoint in a felol doys time,

and with the help of our devoted Secretariat, I feel that I face the future with
confidence.

"To continue in office as President of the Organization in these circumstances will indeed be a privilege and honour and I can only repeat that I shall
spare no effort to work for the good of the Organization and for economic and
social progress in

ill

Member countries,

big and small,

developed and developing."

Mr. Vickers (Jamaica), on behalf of the Jamaican Delegation and of other
delegations

of Members of the Caribbean Meteorological Organization, extended their

warmest congratulations to the President on his re-election.

He said that he was

particularly pleased at his _re-election as they could now look to the future with
confidence and wished him continued success in his very important post.
Mr. Tewungwa (Uganda), on behalf of his delegation and of the president of RA I,
congratulated the President on his re-election, and added that Congress hod made a
very

wis~

decision.

This was not only a reason for pride in the developing countries

but also for all those who recognized the value of meteorology in bringing the
peoples of the world closer.

He said that Mr. Taha's close and long association

with international meteorological activities as well as·his devoted service to
meteorology were well knO\m.

As an illustration, he mentioned that as far back as
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second
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session of the Regional Commission No.1 for Africa of the

in Salisbury, it was on record that Mr. Taha had suggested the establishment of

on International Institute for Meteorological Training and Research on the African
continent, and had even gone so far as to specify the functions of such on institute.
Mr. Taha hod thereby set the pace for the development of meteorology in Africa

already 28 years ogo.

The President had,moreover, been associated with WHO right

from the time of its inception and had gained a wealth of experience, so necessary

for the Organization.

Mr. Tewungwo added that Congress could not have done better

than to re-elect the President and expressed the view that all delegates should feel
proud of having done so.
Mr. ~ (U.S.S.R.) warmly congratulated Mr. Taha on being re-elected to
the post of President.

He said that Mr. Taha hod brought a considerable contribution

to WMD, by fostering a spirit of mutual understanding and co-operation, and wished
him every success in his difficult but noble task.
Mr. ~ (Afghanistan) said that it was particularly agreeable for him,
together with the Delegation of Afghanistan, to associate himself with the congratulations addressed to Mr. Toha.

He stated th(]t his re-election was a reflection of the

quality of _his action during the last four years and mentioned particularly that his
competence, efficiency and friendly authority had ensured progress in spite of the
difficulties of the present time.

He concluded by saying thot his continuance in

office together with Dr. Davies, whom he also congratulated, was an assurance for
the further development of meteorology in the future.
Mr.

~

(Iraq), speaking on behalf of the Iraq Delegation, offered

hearty congratulations to Mr. Taha on his re-election.

He said that he felt sure

that WHO would continue to play a very important role in assisting the developing
countries to establish and develop their national Meteorological and Hydrological
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Services, resulting in economic and social progress.

He express_ed the view that

Mr. Toho's xe-election was an indication of the high esteem he enjoyed.
Mr. Venerando-Pereira. (Brazil) soid that on behalf of the Delegation of Brazil
and of Regional

Association III he hod the privilege and pleasure. of congratl)lating

Mr. Taha and extended to him his best wishes for the exercise of his office-.

Mr-. Rodriguez-Ramirez' (Cuba)~ on behalf of his delegation and his Government,
expressed great sat-isfocti.on at being able to- congratulate I'lr. Toha.

He said that

hiS mandate as the Pres'ident of WMO had- been carried out dudng a period of great
transformot-ionS'f beginning w-Hli the Fi fth Congress with plans for scienti fie develepme_nus.

Such- scientific developments. were also associated with a respect for justice.

Some_ d'eveloping- countries struggling for their independence- would not otherwise- hove
heen able to- be_come Members'_ of" WMO without- these major deve-lopments.

He mentioned the

admission of the German Demo'c-ratic Republic, China, the Democratic People's Rep-uolic

Q,f Korea and-t-lie Democratic ReRublic of Viet-Nom and expressed-the vi-ew that these events
wo_uld- faci-litate-the progres.s ofWMO and scientific development and furthermore would
eoliminate the in-justices- whic_h had' previously prevailed.

He Ipid st:r:ess, on the

imp.o-rtance of! assisti ng countries which Had not- yet d'eveloped their Net_eorological
$3-r.vl.'ce.s ..
Mr,. Sbmiulloh (Pakistan)' express-ad his pleasure and' that of- hi.s' delegation

at Hi-e:-

r:e-s'u~s

of the ele-ct.ion-,_ and- wishe-d' Mr. Taha a ve-ry. successful second tem

o.fi o-f.'f,ic:e-_,
Nt:•. (3,ar.onel Parra

(Venezuela), on behcrlf of Ii-is delegation, warmly. congratulated

Mr.-•. To-lia, on ~ll!s·_ re-e-le.ct"iori-.

He tliCiUght that tllis reH_eEted_ 9,ri:fUtLide for tn-e worK

he: nod, G,unnied out., and also augured well- for the future.

him, every s.uc.ceS-s.

He concluded by wishing
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Mr. Boudiakdij (Algeria) said thai his delegation offered its warmest
congratulations to the President.
to

his

Mr. Toha' s re-election was not only a tribute

country and to his personal qualities, but

prestige of the Organization;

working

for

an

also been the representative of the Third World.
be working for a whole section of humanity.

also

contributed

international
In the

cause,

to the
he

hod

latter capacity he would

He referred tothe President's delicate

task, in years to come, of contributing to the setting up of a new international order

without which it would be vain to think of stabilization and continuing peace in
this world.
The President said that he found it difficult t.o find words to thank all his

colleagues.

He promised thot with their help and kindness he would do everything in

his power to serve the Organization.

In particular he thanked Mr. Tewungwa for

reminding him of his younger d-ays, 28 years ago, and felt that this reminder would
give him greater strength to face his tasks during his second term.

Questions concerning the Convention

(Agenda item 10.1)

(Cg-VII/PINK 5,

Cg-VII/Doc. 109)
The President drew attention to Cg-VII/Doc. 109 by the Australian Delegation
proposing on additional text for inclusion in Appendix A of Cg-Vrr/PINK 5 and requested
the chairman of Working Commi ttee A to comment also on this proposal while presenting the
report to the committee.
Mr. Kintonar (chairman of Working Committee A), after congratUlating the
President on his re-election, on behalf of the Philippines Delegation, presented the
report of his committee on the proposed amendment to Article 13 of the WHO Convention.
He said that his committee had co-nsidered the proposed amendment very thoroughly and
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the highlight of the discussions was contained in the PINK document.

In recommending,

therefore, adoption of the draft Resolution 10.1/2 (Cg-VII) given in Appendix B to
Cg-VII/PINK 5 and also the text in Appendix A for inclusion in the general summary,
his committee would have no objection to the addition of the text proposed in Cg-VII/
Doc. 109 as the latter was only a factual account of what actually occurred in the
committee.

The President stated that if the draft resolution were adopted, the date for

entry into force of the proposed change would accordingly be indicated as 14 May 1975
in paragraph (2) under DECIDES of the resolution.

Mr. Austin Bourke (Ireland), speaking next, first congratulated the President
on his re-election on behalf of his own and many ,other delegations.
He drew attention to paragraph 4 of Cg-Vrr/PINK 5 wherein the fairly substantial opposition which emerged ot the committee stage to further dilution of the
Executive Committee had already been indicated.

He believed that the Congress was

still far from unanimous in approving a 22 per cent increase in the number of elected
members to the Executive Committ.ee.
logic of the argument advanced.

His delegation was not at all happy with the

If the Membership of the Organization meant increased

work for the Executive Committee -

this had- not been made crystal clear- then the

logic of the situation would call for more frequent or more lengthy meetings of the
Executive Committee rather than expansion of the membership of the Committee to on
unwieldy size.

Experience had shown that quick and efficient work hod always been

accomplished ~y small committees.

In spite of the possibility of impro'/ed repre-

sentation of some Members in the Committee, it would be hard to support and Finance
the provision for on enlarged membership.
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He therefore proposed, under Regulation 59 of the General Regulations, that
this important matter should be put to vote by secret ballot.
The proposal was duly seconded.
Mr.

~

(U.S.S.R.) pointed out that the word "hydrological" occurring in

two places in the Russian text of draft Resolution 10.1/2

Ceg-VII)

should read

"hydrometeorological", corresponding to the English text.

The President said that this would be done.
Mr. Bessemoulin (France) stated that in making the proposal for the amendment
his delegation was concerned with the need for a better balance of representation in

the Executive Committee between the developing and developed countries.

While

everyone agreed that the voice of the developing countries should undoubtedly be
heard in the Committee, it was equally important that the voice of the developed
countries should also be heard in the interests of the developing countries themselves for which the proper functioning of the Organization was of the utmost
importance.
Mr. SUssenberger (Federal Republic of Germany) began by warmly congratulating
the President on his re-election.

He expressed his Government's support to the pro-

posed increase of membership of the Executive Committee in view of not only the
increased Membership of the Organization but also the overall development of
programmes and activities of the Organization.

He was of the view that the increase

was justi fied compared wi th similar executi ve bodies of other international organizations Dnd further, the proposed increase would not make the Committee unwieldy in
size.
The President then decided to proceed with the vote and accordingly called
upon the Delegates of Canada and the Netherlands to act as tellers.
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The Secretary-General explained the voting procedure for secret ballot.
The results of the vote were Os follows:
Total votes cost:

106

Votes for:

75

Votes against:

24

Abstentions:

6

Invalid:

1

A discussion then took place in which Dr. White (U.S.A.) and Miss Martin-Sane
(France) took part, as to the interpretation of this vote.
The Secretary-General, quoting Articles 11 and 28, explained that according
to Article 28 (c), amendments other thon those dealt with in sub-paragraph (b) of
that Article come into force upon approval by two-thirds of the Members which were
States; and therefore, to obtain the approval of the amendment in question, the
required number of votes would be 86.
The President stated that he was satisfied that the correct procedure had
been followed in conducting the vote and, in the light of the Secretary-General's
explanation, he declared that the resolution had not been accepted by Congress, since
it had failed to obtain the approval of two-thirds of Members which were States.
The President also ruled that since the draft resolution had not been corried,
there was no point in considering the text Gontained in Appendix A of Cg-VII/PINK 5
or the proposed text in Cg-VII/Doc. 109.
te~

He requested the chairman of Working Commit-

A to prepare a new text for inclusion in the general summary in line with the pre-

sent· decision of the Congress for further consideration.
The meeting rose at 4.45 p.m.
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The meeting opened ot 2.36 p.m.
~

Third and fourth
Agenda item 1.5
The President called upon Mr. Nyberg, chairman of the Credentials Committee,

to present his report.
Mr. Nyberg introduced his committee's third and fourth reports as contained

in Documents Cg-VII/PINK 13 and Cg-VII/PINK 16 respectively.
The reports of the Credentials Committee as contained in Documents

Cg-VII/PINK 13 and Ca-VII/PINK 16 were approved without comment.
Mr. Huynh Con9 Tam (Republic of South Viet-Nom) stated that it was a great
honour for his country to be participating, as on official Member of WMO, in the
work of the Seventh World Meteorological Congress and that such participation signaIled an important step forward for the Meteorological Service of his country in
the field of international co-operation.

He thanked friendly countries for their

efforts which had resulted in his country's assuming its legitimate rights in WMO.
He pointed out that, in spite of a long and cruel war lasting 30 years, and with
the help of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and other friendly countries, encouraging progress had been made in recent years in his country in the organization of
the Meteorological Service and in the smooth operation of the network of stations,
permitting the fairly regular provision of meteorological information and forecasts
of typhoons and floods.

He hoped that as a Member of the large WHO family and with

peace established throughout his country, his Meteorological Service would have the
advantage of valuable assistance from WMO in tackling the enormous tasks ahead.

He
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was convinced thot, hand-In-hand with colleagues over five continents, the Meteorological Service of his country would be able to make a useful contribution to the
activities of the Organization.
Mr.

T50U

Ching-meng (Chino)

welcomed and

congratulated

the Delegation of

the Provisional Revolutionor? Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nom.

He

pointed out that his country had always. maintained that the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nom was the genuine representative
of the

people

in Sovth Viet-Nom.

He asserted that,

reactionary r~gime of Saison and the liberation of the
Viet-Nom,

the Revolutionary Government of the

Republic

after the

collapse of

entire southern

the

port of

of South Viet-Nam

had

become the sole legi timote go'vernment of South Viet-Nom and was therefore entitled
to assume all the legal rights of the southern part of Viet-Nom in WMO.

He felt

convinced that the Republic of South Viet-Nom would certainly make a positive contribution to the activities of WMO.
Mr. Izrael ·(U.S.S.R.) also welcomed the Delegation of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nom and congratulated it on
finally occupying its rightful place in WMO.

It was gratifying that the hope which

he had expressed on 7 May concerning the admissian.of the Republic of South Viet-Nom
to WMO had become real foct.

He wished the Delegation of the Republic of South

Viet-Nom every success in the deliberations of Congress and hoped that that country
would make on importont contribution to the work of the Organization.
Election of the

the Or anization

The President stated that the first port of that agenda item, namely, the
election of the President, had alreody been settled and called upon Mr. Bourke,
Chairman of the Nomination Committee, to present his report concerning the election
of the First, Second and Third Vice_Presidents of the Organization.
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Mr. Bourke presented Document Cg-VII/PINK 6, which contained the names of
four candidates for the three offices as follows:

First Vice-President

Mr. A.H. Parviz Naval

Second Vice-President

Mr. Ju. A. Izrael and Mr. R.L. Kintonar

Third Vice-President

Mr. J.E. Echeveste

The President stated thot in accordance with General Regulation 79, a separate
election wos required for each of the three offices.

Considering first the office

of First Vice_President, he inquired whether there were any further nominations from
the floor.

There being none, he noted that, in accordance with Regulation 80, when

there was only one candidate, he should be elected without a ballot.

He therefore

declared Mr. Naval elected First Vice-President of the Organization.

(Applause) •

He congratulated Mr. Navai on his election and invited him to take the floor.
Mr. Navai (Iran) expressed his pride at the great honour bestowed upon him
in his election to the office of First Vice-President of the Organization and said
that he was fully aware of the great responsibility it entailed.

He felt confident

to accept the duties of that office because of the close contact he had developed
with colleagues during his sixteen years 1 association with WHO and pledged to carry
out his responsibilities to the best of his ability.

He stressed the increasing

need for close co-operation, especially in the field of meteorology, between the
developing and more advanced countries in order to ensure the effective 'implementation of such massive scientific projects as the WWW, GARP and weather modification, all af which required the active participation of all nations.

He congratu-

lated the President on his unanimous re-election and looked forward to working under
his guidance and leadership.
him and pledged to uphold it.

He reiterated his thanks for the confidence shown in
(Applause).
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The President then took up the question of election of the Second VicePresident.
Mr. Kintanar (Philippines) expressed his gratitude for the great honour
bestowed upon himself and his country in being proposed by the Nomination Committee
as a candidate for the office of Second Vice-President of the Organization.
stated that his nomination was of a special significance to him;

He

during the 17 years

that he hod been Permanent Representative of his country with WHO r he hod never
thought that the time would come when he would he considered for possible election
to such a high office.

He pointed Qut that/as President of Region V, he bore the

responsibility of looking after the interests of that Region and recalled that in
that capacity he was also a member of the Executive Committee.

Under the circum-

stances, he felt compelled to decline nomination as a candidate for the office of
Second Vice-President of the Organization and requested that his name be deleted
from the list.

He apologized to the delegates working in Committee A for being

deprived the opportunity of voting for him and assured them that he had been amply_
compensated.

(Applause).

The Presidant asked whether, in addition to the one name remaining on the
list of candidates for the office of Second Vice-President, there were any further
nominations from the floor.

There being none, he declared Mr. Izrael elected

Second Vice-President and congratulated him.

(Applause).

Mr. Izrael (U.S.S.R.) expressed his gratitude to all the delegates for the
confidence and honour they had bestowed upon him in electing him to the office of
Second Vice-President of the Organization.

He congratulated Mr. Novai on his

election and warmly thanked Mr. Kintanar for his noble action and noble words. . He
pointed out that although election to the office of Second Vice-President was based
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on personal merit and capacity, he was greatly satisfied that the representative of

the U.S.S.R. had been elected to that office, thus permitting his country and his
Service to make an even greater contribution to the activities of WHO.

He felt that

his candidature represented Region VI and pledged to devote all his efforts to ensuring that the European Meteorological Services contribute more to the activities of

WMO with a view to improving the well-being of all peoples throughout the world.

He

expressed his joy at being elected to the office which had been occupied for eight
years by Academician Fedorov, his professor and mentor.

He pointed out that the

main task would then be the improvement of the role of WMO and its contribution to
the activities of the other organizations in the United Nations system.
eluded by pledging

t~

spare no effort

He con-

to improve the geophysical universality of

WMO and held that while meteorology would remain in the first rank, hydrology should
not be neglected.

He stated that the U.S.S.R. had always supported, and would con-

tinue to support, the role of hydrology in WMO as well as all efforts to improve the
environment.

He thanked all delegates for their confidence in electing him.

(Applause).
The President announced that Mr. Echeveste was the only candidate for the
office of Third Vice-President.

There being no further proposals from the floor,

Mr. Echeveste was unanimously elected Third Vice-President of the Organization.

(Applause).
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) declared that he was highly honoured to be elected
Third Vice_President of the Organization and gave his assurance that in participating
in the work of the Executive Committee he would remain fully conscious of the importonce of the work of the seventh financial period.

It was necessary to continue

efforts in the field of the World Weather Watch and the GARP First Global Experiment;
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and also to meet the

hydrology.

g~eot

•

needs of the developing countries in both meteorology and

It was not an easy matter to reconcile all the interests at stake and

he was very conscious of the great responsibility involved.

All of the South

American and Latin'American countries of Regional Association III would be sharing
these responsibilities.

Regional Association III was providing a member of the

Bureau for the first time.

The Meteorological Service of his country had been oper-

ating for over a hundred years and would continue to give service to its brother
countries, whose needs it hoped to be able to continue to meet.

Finally, speaking

in the name of the South and Latin American countries, he thanked the Congress for
electing him.

(Applause).

The President declared that the election of the Vice-Presidents of the Organization had been completed and extended his congratulations to those who had just
been elected.
Mr. Rodriguez-Ramirez (Cuba) congratulated the three newly elected VicePresidents.

He remarked particularly on the youthful participation of Mr. Navoi,

Mr. Izrael (the worthy successor of Mr. Fedorov) and Mr. Echeveste, Argentina's
first representative to be elected Vice-President.
Vice-Presidents had worked with WHO for

0

Each of the three newly elected

number of years, and the collaboration of

the representatives of Europe, Asia and South America would undoubtedly be fruitful.

Election of members of the Executive Committee

(Agenda item 11.2) (Cg-VII/PINK 11)
The President called upon the chairman of the Nomination Committee to present
his committee's report concerning the election of members of the Executive Committee.
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Mr. Austin Bourke, chairman of the Nomination Committee, pointed out that

the names of two candidates figuring in the list appended to Document Cg-VII/PINK II,
Messrs. Echeveste and Izrael, should be deleted since they had already been elected
Vice-Presidents.

He requested that the President ascertain whether those on the

list were still willing to stand for election, since the list had been prepared
several days previously.
The President confirmed that the names of Mr. Echeveste and Mr. Izrael
should be deleted from the list appended to Document Cg-VII/PINK 11.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (Cameroon, United Republic of), acknowledging the honour to
himself, his country and his Region that his nome appear as candidate for membership
on the Executive Committee, explained that his candidature had been based on the
assumption that there would be 27 members of the Executive Committee, as proposed by
France. Since the relevant resolution had not been adopted, and in order to increase
the chances of election af his colleagues in Region I, he wished to withdraw his
candidature. Thanking those who had supported his nomination, he requested them to
bear in mind their wish that Africa should have six seats on the Executive.Committee.
Mr. Rumeli (Turkey) stated that, in view of the large number of candidates
presented from Region VI, his delegation wished to withdraw his candidature.

He

expressed his appreciation to those who had supported him.
Mr. ~ (Czechoslovakia), remarking on the complicated situation which
had arisen regarding candidatures from Region VI, also requested that his name be
withdrawn from the list appended to Document Cg-VII/PINK 11.
The President noted that 19 of the original 24 names remained on the list
and declared the list closed after deletion of the five names mentioned.

Referring

to the voting procedure explained in Document Cg-VII/INF. 7, he stated that the
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requirement for two members to be elected from each Region was satisfied except in
the case of Regions IV and V because the President and Vice-Presidents, who had
already been elected,

represen~d

the other four Regions.

Mr. Gibbs, the only

representative of Region V remaining on _the list, was -therefore elected to

on the Executive Committee.

0

seat

(Applouse).

Mr. Gibbs (Australia) expressed his humility at being re-alected and added
that the small representation from Region V was by no means on indication of lock
of talent in that Region;

the valuable work of Mr. Kintonar (Philippines) as chairman

of Committee A was evidence of the contrary.
The President read out the names of Messrs. Noble, Vickers and White,
representing Region IV.
Mr. Noble requested that, in accordance with the provision of General Regulation 84, his candidature be confirmed only in the second stage of the election.
Mr. Vickers felt honoured at being nominated 'for election to the Executive
Committee and expressed his thanks to those who had supported him.

He explained

that his candidature also had been based on the assumption that there would be 27
members and requested that his name be removed from the list.
The President pointed out that Mr. White was the only candidate from Region IV
whose name remained on the list and therefore declared him elected as a member of the
Executive Committee.

(Applause) .

Mr. White said that he was very touched that Messrs. Noble and Vickers hod
withdrawn their candidatures so that he would be the only nominee from Region IV and
also thanked all who had supported his nomination for eleotion to the Executive
-Committee.

147

NINTH PLENARY MEETING

The President reiterated that the names of Messrs. Gibbs and White should be
deleted from the list, since they were

alr~ady

elected, and asked the Secretary-General

to explain the voting procedure.
The Secretary-General repeated the essential features of the procedures

described in Document Cg-VII/INF. 7.

He confirmed the deletion of the names of

Messrs. Echeveste, Gibbs, Izrael, Mbong, Pechalo, Rumeli and Vickers and read out

the final list of candidates in Cg_VII/PINK 11.

He concluded by explaining that,

of the total 12 candidates to be elected, the maximum number of seats per Region which

could be inserted in a voting slip were as follows:
RA IV, 1;

RA V, 0;

RA I: 4;

RA II: 4;

RA IIll 1;

RA VI, 5.

The President invited the Delegates of Sudan and Switzerland to act as tellers.
The President announced the result of the vote as follows:
Number of voting slips:

114

Blanks and abstentions:

0

Invalid:

1

Valid:

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Seck

113

97 votes

Tewungwa

97 votes

Echeverri Ossa

89 votes

Ayadi

79 votes

Padya

75 votes

SUssenberger

72 votes

Mohri

71 votes

Nyberg

65 votes

Noble

64 votes

Bessemoulin

63 votes

Samiu11ah

61 votes

Chang Noi-chao

57 votes
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Mr. Kabakibo

56 votes

Mr. Mason

56 votes

Mr. Cena

45 votes

Mr. Roo

44 votes

The President stated that the majority required for election was 57 votes
and therefore declared the following candidates to be elected to the Executive
Committee:
Mr. Ayodi
Mr. Bessemoulin
Mr. Chang Noi-chao
Mr. Echeverri Ossa
Mr. Gibbs
Mr. Mohri
Mr. Noble
Mr. Nyberg
Mr. Padyo
Mr. Sarniullah
Mr. Seck
Mr. SUssenberger
Mr. Tewungwa
Mr. White

The President congratulated the newly elected members of the Executive
Committee and assured them that he looked forward to collaborating with them in the
coming four-year period.
Mr. Crespin (Senegal) congratulated the President and the Secretory-General

on their xe-election and also the three newly elected Vice-Presidents and members of
the Executive Committee, in whom he stressed his great confidence.

On behalf of

Senegal, where the GATE programme was being carried out, he wished the new Executive
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He was also particularly grateful to those countries

Committee every success.

which had supported the candidature of Mr. Seck.

He expressed his hope that the

well-being.of mankind as a whole would be furthered by international collaboration.

WMO was a symbol of hope in the fight against drought and aridity.

~e

was very

conscious of the efforts mode by the United Nations agencies and had great faith in

the work of the Organization, which he hoped would be of benefit to the poorer
countries in particular.

He wished finally to welcome the countries which hod

recently become Members;

he was convinced that they would make every effort to

contribute to the work of the Organization.
Mr. Torelei (Yemen)
and the new members of the

congratulated the

President,

Executive Committee on

behalf

the
of

Vice-Presidents
the

Arab

countries.
Mr. Sandel (Surinam) also extended his warm congratulations to all who had
been elected.

WMO, he said, was one of the most effective working bodies in the

United Nations system, which was a proof of the wisdom of electing the right person
to the right office.

He made special mention of the officers elected from Region III

who he was sure would make a substantial contribution to the work of the Organization.
The Surinam Delegation wished to associate itself with the historic decision of the
suspension of South Africa from Membership and of the admission of the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

He drew atten-

tion to the fact that Surinam was to become independent the following November and
would therefore become a Member State in place of a Member Territory.

He thanked

WMO and all of the countries which had helped to build up the Surinam Meteorological
Service, mentioning bilateral assistance from the Netherlands and fellowships from
the United Kingdom through VAP in particular.

Further training assistance was still
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required, and he requested donor countries to bear in mind that it was preferable
for it to be implemented somewhere in the Region itself, e.g. in Barbados.

Finally,

he expressed the hope that the regional ·office would be transferred from Geneva to

on appropriate place in the Region.

The meeting rose at 6.45 p.m.

151

MINUTES OF THE TENTH PLENARY MEETING

20 May 1975 at 2.45 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.45 p.m.
~proval

of the Minutes

gendo item 1.6) (Cg-VII/MIN. 1; MIN. 1, CORR. 1; MIN. 2; MIN. 2, CORR. 1
and 2j MIN. 3; MIN. 3, CORR. 1 'and. 2; MIN. 4; MIN. 4, CORR. 1; MIN. 5)

The President referred to the provisional Minutes of the first, second, third,
fourth and fifth plenary meetings, together with corrections issued.
Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.) requested that on amendment submitted by him
relating to Cg-VII/MIN. 2, page 11, be incorporated, and Mr. Aboyomi (Nigeria) also
requested that on amendment submitted by him relating to Cg-VII/MIN. 4, page 10,

be

incorporated.

Subiect to these amendments, the Minutes for the first, second, third, fourth
and fifth plenary meetings were approved.
22.

Questions
Agenda item 10.1
Mr. Kintanar, chairman of Committee A, presented the document which included

in its Appendix B draft Resolution 10.1/1 (Cg-VII) - Amendments to the Convention and
General Regulations needed in connexion with WMO activities in hydrology (containing
in Annex 1 proposed changes in the Convention and in Annex 2 proposed changes in the
Qeneral Regulations), and in Appendix A a draft text for inclusion in the general
summary.

He indicated that Committee A recommended the adoption of the wording of

the changes of the Convention based on proposals submitted in accordance with
Article 28 (a) of the Convention.

He further indicated that the Committee recommended

that the proposed amendments to the Convention should be adopted in accordance with
Article 28 (c) of the Convention and thus come into force upon their approval during
the session of Congress by two-thirds of the Members which are States.
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The President informed Congress that it had been ascertained that more than

86 representatives of Member States were present in the meeting and said that in order
to save the precious time of

Congres~

which was seriously behind schedule, he would

like to ask if there were any objections to the proposed amendments.
Mr. Gimenez (Spoin) referred to the Spanish version of the proposed amendment
in Article 2 (e) and said that the Spanish translation of the English word "further"
by "proseguir" was incorrect and proposed an 01 ternati va translation.

The President gave assurance that an alternative Spanish translation of the
"iOrk "further" would be found.

Considering this as a matter of translation, he os ked

whether there were any objections to the adoption of the proposed amendments to the
Convention.
No objection was raised against any of the amendments to the Convention
contained in Annex 1 to Resolution 10.1/1 (Cg-VII).
The President announced that the absence of any objection signified that the
amendments we-re clearly in accordance with the wish of Congress and had been approved
by the required number of Member States in accordance with the provisions of

Article 28 (c).

He therefore declared that the proposed amendments to the Convention

were adopted and would enter into force on 20 Moy 1975, a date which should be inserted
1n DECIDES (2) of Resolution 10.1/1 (Cg-VII).

He further osked if there were any

objections to or comments on the amendments to the General Regulations contained in
Annex 2 to Resolution 10.1/1 (Cg-VII), the resolution itself and the text to be inserted
in the general summary (Appendix A to Cg-VII/PINK 12).

There being no objections or comments, ResolutiQO 10.1/1 (ea-VII), together
with its annexes and the text for inclusion in the general summary as indicated in
Appendices B and A respectively of Cg-VII/PINK 12, were adopted.
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The President thanked the chairman of Committee A for the lucid and efficient
way in which he had presented this very difficult item to plenary.

23.

anizotion'

Re art b the
Agenda item 2.1

The President introduced the document which consisted of a draft text for
inclusion in the general summary.

There being no comments, the text in the appendix to Document Cg-VII/PINK 7
was approved.

24.

A ointment
Agenda item 11. 3

The President introduced the document which consisted of a draft text for
inclusion in the general summary.

There being no comments, the text in the appendix to Document Ca-VII/PINK 8
was approved.
Re uasts for
Agenda item

anizotion

The President introduced the document which contained in Appendix B Resolution 10.4/1 (Cg-VII) - Admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to
Membership of the World Meteorological Organization - and in Appendix A a draft
text for inclusion in the general summary.

He reminded delegates that the resolution

had already been adopted at the sixth plenary meeting.
Mr. Tewu"ngwa (Uganda), referring to the last sentence of the second paragraph in the draft text/suggested that the names of the countries supporting the
request for Membership be included.
in which the names of
were included.

countr~es

This would be consistent with paragraph 10.1.2

submitting proposals for amendments to the Convention
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The President pointed out that in the case of paragraph 10.1.2 the names of
the countI'ies referred to submitted texts which were actually used as distinct from

other texts submitted.

The names of the countries supporting the request for Member-

ship were included in the relevant Congress document, Cg-VII/Ooc. 98 and its addenda.
Miss_Martin-Sane (France) pointed out that at the sixth plenary meeting there
had been a vote on the admission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, but
not on the resolution.
The President recalled that it had been agreed at that meeting that if the
motion for admission \,.ere corried the resolution would be considered Qutornutically

adopted.

He quoted from the provisional Minutes of the meeting as evidence of this.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) suggested that the number of votes received in

respect of the admission of both the Democratic People's Republic·of Korea and the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom

be included in the general summary.

The President considered that since this information appeared elsewhere in
the documentation for Congress there was no need to include it in the general summary.
There being no further remorks/ the text in Appendix A of Document
Cg-VII/PINK 9 was approved for inclusion in the general summary.
~.

Co-o erotion
Agenda i,tem 7

and other or anizations

Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee B, presented his report on the item
as contained in Document Cg-VII/PINK 10.
Mr. Degefu (Ethiopia) made the following statement:
"Mr. President I
liMy delegation, if possible, would like to know, from the Secretory-General,
the nomes of the liberation movements

recognized by the QAU and the Arab League,
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My delegation would also

like to ask if the movements now known to the Secretory-General ore to be listed

in an annex to Resolution 7/1 (Cg-VII).
"My delegation co-sponsored and supported Resolution 7/1 (Cg-VII) on the
understanding that this resolution refers only to the following liberation
movements:
l. PAIGe

2. MPLA
3. FRELIMO
4. FNLA
5. SWAPO
6. ZANU

7. ZAPU
8. ANC
9. PAC

10. FLCS
1l. MLD

12. SPUP
13. MLSTP
14. MOLINACO
15. PLO"
Upon request by the President, the Secretary-General gave the following information.

In order to be able to comply with the decision of Congress contained in

Resolution 7/1 (Cg-vn), he had contacted the OAU and the Arab League, and had received from

both of them the nameS of the national liberation movements recognized by them.
Telegrams had thereupon been dispatched to all of them inviting them to attend the
present Congress as observers.
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The President

proposed that

0

list of the notional liberation movements to

which the Secretory-General referred be shown in on annex to Resolution 7/1 (Cg-VII).
This was

os~eed

to.

Mr. Steinitz (Israel) then made the following statement:
"It is the task of WMO to work for the progress of meteorology; purely
politicol actions have no place in our Organization.
The admission of bodies which hove no meteorological interests to the meetings
and deliberations of WMO is against the spirit and the aim of our Orgonization.

The PLO, the declared aim of which is to annihilate Israel, itself

0

Member

of the United Nations, is not a genuine liberotion movement.
Furthermore l the terror actions of the PlO, which have been condemned by the
greater part of mankind, deprive them of the moral right to attend meetings of
any international body.
It is for this reason that Israel is opposed to the admission of the PlO as
observer to any meetings of the WMO.
Thank you, Mr. President."
Miss Martin-Sane (France) made the following statement:
"Mr. President t
ItAs the list of organizations has been given by a preceding speakert I wish

it to be recorded that any of the mentioned movements concerned with French territories cannot be considered as representative of the populotion of these territor-ies.
I especially -refer to "MOLINACO II , recalling that on 22 December 1974 the Comores
opted for independence and that in accordance with the commitments token by the
French Government t the French and Comorean authorities are studying, together, the
following up of the results of this vote, and, consequently, the Archipelago of the
Comores will probably become on independent State within a short time.

As for the
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other movements mentioned, I wish it to be noted that the population of the French
Territory of .the Afars and lsaa ho& cleady indicated it does not wish to be separ-

ated from France,

especia~ly

at the consultation of 19 Morch 1967, and in the free

ehctions held thereafter."

Mr. Ayadi (Tunisia) made the following statement:
"Mr. President,
lilt was not my intentioll to deliberate, this afternoon, on the matter we

hove before us but the statement of

0

previous speaker hos forced me so to do.

In the names of the States of the Arab countries present, I declare that the
words he said ore false.
II

We are the lost organization in the family of the United. Nations to adopt

such a resolution.

The whole world must recall a day in October or November 1974

when·the PLO was admitted by a large majority into the Assembly of the United
Nations.

I was, at that moment, in Switzerland and heard like everyone else the

speech by the Leader of the PLO and we heard it, very well, in Geneva.
consider that the position of the representative of the State

~ho

Thus, I

says he does

not agree with the admission, as on observer, of the representative of that
organization, is contrary to the decision which Congress took in the first week.
Finally I consider that we are not here to decide whether or not to approve, we
have already decided and that decision is irrevocable.
"Thank you, Mr. President."
Mr. Ayadi (Tunisia) requested that in paragraph 7.2 of Appendix A,
Cg-Vrr/PINK 10 the words "should be invited" be modified to read "shall be invited".
It was so agreed.
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There being no further comments the text and resolutions of Document

Ca-VII/PINK 10 were approved, subject to the alterations

listed above

being

carried Qut.

27.

IMO Lecture and 8cientific discussions
(Agenda item 12) (Cg-VII/PINK 15)
The President presented the report on this item as contained in Document

CO-VII/PINK 15.
There being no comment. Congress adopted paragraphs 12.1 to 12.2.3 for

inclusion in the general summary.

28.

Reports

of technical commissions

{Agenda

PINK 14, ADD. 1

Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee B, presented the brief report con-

tainad in Document Cg-VII/PINK 14, ADD.l.
There being no comments-, Congress approved the adoption of paragraphs 2.2.1
to 2 •.2.3 in the general summary.

29.

Tropical Cyclone Prolect

(Agenda item 3.2.4)Cg-VII/PINK 17)
Mr. SUssenberger, -choirman of Committee B, presented the report as contoined
in

Document Cg~VII/PINK 17.
Mr.

~

(India) stated that since this project was also referred to in

Resolution 3.2.1/2 (Cg-VII) a c~~ss-reference to the latter resolution should be
included in paragraph 3.2.4.9 for inclusion in the general summary.
It was so agreed.
There being no further discussion the draft Resolution 3.2.4/1 (Cg-VII)
and paragraphs 3.2.4.1 to 3.2.4.9, with correction. were adopted by Congress for
inclusion in the general summary.
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Instruments and methods of observation

(Agenda item 3.2.5) (Cg-VII/PINK 18)
Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee 8, introduced the report as contained
in Document Cg-VII/PINK 18.

There being no comment. Congress adopted draft Resolution 3.2.5/1 (Gg-VII)
and paragraphs 3.2.5.1 to 3.2.5.10 for inclusion in the general summary.
31.

ment

ro rammes

Mr. SUssenberser, chairman of Committee 8, presented the report as contained
in Document Cg-VII/PINK 19.

He proposed the inclusion indraft Resolution 3.4/1 (Cg-VIl)

of a new paragraph (4) under "NOTING" with the words "the report of the president of the
Commission of Hydrology".

Mr. Gena (Italy) stated that, in connexion with the text of paragraph 3.4.3.10,
he wished Congress to note that Italy had a similar International Training Centre to
that of France; it was located in Padua and was currently conducting its tenth course.
He

therefore

wished the name of his country to be included in the text of this para-

graph.
It was

80

agreed.

The President further noted that Italy should be included in the list of
countries contained in paragraph (2) under "WELCOMES" of Resolution 3.4.3/1 (Cg-VII)
and that Czechoslovakia and the Netherlands had been omitted also.

The names of all

these three COuntries should be included therein.
It was so agreed.
There being no further discussion, Congress adopted the draft Resolutions
3.4.1/1 to 3.4.3/1 (Cg-VII) and paragraphs 3,4.1.1 to 3.4.3.11 for inclusion in the
general summary.
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32.
20)

Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Co~mittee 8, presented the report as contained

in Document Cg-VII/PINK 20.

Mr •

.!!!2!!.

(U.S.S.R.) stated that in the text of draft Resolution 3.1/1

eCg-VII) I paragraphs (1) and (2) under "URGES all Members ••• II required some modi Hec-

tion, since some Members would not be able to comply with the IUQSQsted 1979

dea~line.

Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee B, proposed that the wOl.'ds ", as far

-as p05sible.l''' be included after the word "Complete" in paragraph (1) and that the
words "To endeavour to complete the establishment and as far as possible"
at the be_ginning of paragraph (2) before the Wf;Ird

II

be included

upgrade" •

It vas so agreed.
Mr. ~ {Australia} noted that a system Qf monitoring already existed, as
discussed in Committee B.

!'ie proposed that the text under "£:(C1OE5". of draft Resolu-

tion 3.1/2 (Cg-VII) should read:

"DECIDES that the system for monitoring the opera-

tion of the WWW should be upgraded as a matter , •• ".
It was so agreed.
~r.

Stontchev (Bulgaria) stated that, due to an oversight, the Russian text

-of draft Resolution 3.1/3 CCg-VII) did not include the word "Mem_bers" after "URGES".

He suggested this be corrected,
It was so agreed.
Mr. OcampQ (Peru) stated that no indication had beeh given as to the date of
publication of the Manual of Marine Meteorology

or similar WHO publications.

The -President stated that this was outside the matter under discussion but
called upon the chairman of Committee 8 to speak.

TENTH PLENARY MEETING

161

Mr. SUssenberser, chairman of Committee B, said that since no agreement had
been reached on the production of such publicotionsi no date could be given.

There being no further discussion, Congress adopted the draft Resolutions 3.1/1
to 3.1/6 Ceg-VII) and paragraphs 3.1.1.1 to 3.1.3.3 for inclusion in the general summary.

33.

Applications to aviation

(Agenda item 3.3.1) (Cg-VII/PINK 22)
Mr. SUssenberger r chairman of Committee B, introduced his report 6s contained
in Document Cg-VII/PINK 22.

There being no comment. Congress adopted draft Resolution 3.3.1/1 (eg-VII)
and paragraphs 3.3.1.1 to 3.3.1.9 for inclusion in the general summary.
Mr. Schwarz (reAO) made the following statement:
"Mr. President,

elegates,

I would like to use this opportunity of the approval of the Document
~Cg-VII/PINK 22, on application to aviation, to make two brief statements:

"The first is on behalf of ICA0 1 to express their satisfaction at the very
close and fruitful collaboration between our two organizations during the last four
years.

We look forward to similar close relations and joint achievements in the

next four years.

The document which you have just approved reflects! very well, this

post and future co-operation.
"The second, Mr. President, with your kind permission, is to take the liberty
to inform Congress, with regret, of information received today, concerning the death
of Mr. G. J. W. Oddie, an aeronautical meteorologist well known to you and to many
delegates here.
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"Mr. addie represented leAD at mony WMO meetings and was an outstanding authority

on

aeronautical·

meteorology.

Congress may wish to join me in expressing its

sympathy to his family.
"Thank you, Mr. President,"

The President said he was sure that the loss of Mr. Oddie would be widely
felt.

He had knowm Mr. addie personally since the early forties and he was distressed

to hear the news of his death.

He felt sure that Mr. addie would be remembered with

respect and requested the representative of leAD to convey the expression of sym-

pathy of WMO to the family of Mr. addie and to leAO.
He then commended Mr. SUssenberger for the excellent work which had been done
in preparing the documents, as reflected in the speed with which they had been passed.
He declared the session closed at 4.15 p.m. and announced that the two

committees would resume their work after

0

short break.
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MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
21 May 1975 at 2.35 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.35 p.m.

27.

Statement by Mr. Bidi on behalf of national liberation movements
Mr. Bidi (Pan-African Congress), speaking ot the invitation of the President

an behalf of all the national liberation movements, made the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr, Secretary_General, distinguished delegates,

"A few days ago, this august body, the Seventh Congress of the World Meteoro_
logical Organization, adopted a resolution on the question of inviting national
liberation movements to WMO meetings.

"In implementation of that resolution, the liberation movements recognized
by the Organization of African Unity and the League of Arab States have now been
invited to attend this Congress, and representatives of some of the liberation
movements, amongst whom is the Palestine Liberation Organization, are, as a result,
p~esent

here today.

"Whilst these representatives would be happy to address you, on this auspicious occasion, they realize that time is a precious
as this.

co~nodity

at a meeting such

They have therefore asked me to speak in the nome of all of them and I

count it a great honour and privilege to do so.
"First, I would like to express to this Congress, the deep appreciation of
all the liberation movements of the decision which this Congress has taken.
"Second, the national liberation movements are deeply gratified by one other
important decision of this Congress, and that is the decision that "the Government
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of the Republic of South Africa be immediately suspended from exercising its rights
and enjoying privileges as a Member of WHO until it renounces its policy of racial
discrimination and abides by the United Nations resolutions concerning Namibia".
"We ore grateful not only for the recognition of the efforts we are making

towards the achievement of our respective goals, but also because we wish to

make a contribution to the important work which WMO is performing.
"We realize that the Organization has been created primarily to perform

technical functions and services which are essential to all countries df
meteorological knowledge is to be used to the maximum in assisting them in their
economic development and progress.
flWe realize too that meteorological assistance is necessary in overcoming
many of the grave problems which the world now faces - including such questions
as food production, better use of natural water resources, environmental production and so on.
"We are aware of your important responsibilities and we wish to be as
constructive and helpful as possible to you in meeting these responsibilities.
"On the other hand, the liberation movements need your help - now and in
the future.

We trust that you will view our requests for help, especially in

the field of education and training, with sympathy and understanding.
"In conclusion, I wish to thank you again for the recognition you have
given us.

This w111 be a source of encouragement to us in the efforts we are

making in the name of justice, freedom and human dignity.
"We welcome the opportunity of assisting

~

in its important work and

we hope to benefit from your programmes in every appropriate way.
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"I do not wish to leave the rostrum without expressing our heartful congratulations to Cambodian and Vietnamese peoples for their recent: victories and

to them and to all the other States which have joined WHO as its new Members.

"Thank you, Mr. President."
Statement by Mr. Sikoulu on behalf of the United Nations Council for
Namibia
Mr. Sikaulu (United Nations Council for Namibia), speaking at the invitation of the President, made the following s"tatement:
"I am grateful for this ·opportunity to address the Seventh World Meteoro-

logical Congress.

I arrived only two days ogo;

needless to soy, as a result of

the decision the- Congress took to invite the United Nations Council for Namibia
to participate as an observer at every Congress and ot 011 appropriate meetings
of the WMO constituent bodies.
"I understand that the Congress will be concluding its current session in
a few days'time.

Looking at the volume of documentation, it is obvious to me that

this has been a laborious session.
covered.

A lot of ground would appear to have been

Yet, this being the lost week, it is only notural that the Congress should

at this time be preoccupied with the finalization of its report.

I shall therefore,

at this late hour, refrain from making a lengthy statement, although I must admit
I am tempted to do so in the light of the importance the Council for Namibia
attached to your decision.

Indeed, my presence in your midst is ample proof of

the seriousness with which we in the Council for Namibia take your decision and
the importance that we attach to it.

For although it was realized that the

Congress has been in session since 28 April 1975, it was nevertheless decided
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that the Council should be represented at the current session immediately the

telegram of His Excellency, the Secretory-General, Dr. Davies, notifying us of
the decision of the Congress waS received on 14 May 1975.
liMy first and foremost duty on this occasion is to express the sincere
thanks and appreciation of the Council for Namibia and of its President, Ambassador
Rupiah Bonda of Zambia, for the very wise and importont decision the Congress took.
It is on historic decision which is fully in accord with the position of the
United Notions General Assembly and one which is certainly in the best interest
of the people of Namibia.

By this decision of -Congress, WHO is now fully iden-

tified with the United Nations legal position on Namibia and has joined the ranks
of many other specialized agencies which preceded it in this regard.
"Equally important is the decision of the Congress to suspend South
Africa's Mlembership of the World Meteorological Organization.

This decision is

as significant for Namibia as it is for the cause of the majority within South
Africa itself.

For in its efforts to maintain its stranglehold over Namibia,

South Africa hos exported its evil policies of apartheid and embarked on a deliberate and systematic balkanization of the terri tory.
"The Council for Namibia, which is the only legal authority for the territory, is convinced that everything must be done to isolate South Africo.

It is

also determined to discharge all the responsibilities entrusted to it by the
United Notions General Assembly.

Accordingly, the Council has been particularly

active in the following areas:

(1)

Exposing the illegal presence and repressive policies of the South
African regime in Namibia;
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Assisting Namibians by financing education and training programmes, pro-

viding travel and identity documents;

ensuring that Namibians partici-

pate fully in the work of the Council;
(3)

Taking action to ensure compliance of Member States with United Nations

resolutions on Namibia, and with the International Court of Justice advisory opinion of 21 June 1971;

(4)

Exposing the activities of foreign economic interests in Namibia
by showing how these activities support the illegal South African

presence there;
(5)

Consulting with Governments of Member States to determine ways of
increasing pressure for a South African withdrawal;

(6)

Representing Namibia interests in international organizations and
conferences, such as will now be the case in WHO;

(7)

Mobilizing support among international bodies of all kinds;

(8)

Promoting publicity on Namibia;

(9)

Raising funds for and administering the United Nations Fund for

and

Namibia.
"Two significant recent accomplishments of the Council are the creation of
an Institute for Namibia and the enactment of a Decree on the Natural Resources of
that territory.

The institute, which will be temporarily situated in Lusaka, Zambia,

is intended to provide training and education for Namibians who will form the civil
service cadres and administrators of various government departments and public services in an independent Namibia.

The institute will also serve as the planning

centre for the future Government of Namibia.
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"The Decree, which ",as enacted by the Council on 27 September last year,

is designed to protect the natural resources of Namibia from plunder by any person
or corporation

in the period before ~!ldependalloel;·. It also stotes that any person,

entity or corporation contravening its purpose will be held liable in damages to

the future Government of on independent Namibia.
"Currently, the Council for Namibi~ is focusing

its attention on the

debate to begin in the Security Council in a few days' time on the question of
South Africa's illegal occupation in Namibia.

In a resolution unanimously adopt~d

lost year, the Security Council gave on ultimatum to South Africa to quit Namibia
or to solemnly declare its intention to do so by 31 May 1975.
seen no evidence that South Africa intends to quit Namibia.
hope and expectation of the Council for Namibia that the

50 for, we hove
It is therefore the

S~curity

Council will,

faced with South Africa's intransigence, take all necessary measures provided in
the Charter of the United Nations to compel it to withdraw from Namibia.
"Well, Sir, perhaps I have spoken at some length, although I had promised
to be brief.

I believe I should conclude now.

In doing so, I wish to thank the

Congress once again for having decided to accord observer status to the Council
for Namibia in WMO.

I am confident that WHO and the Council for Namibia will co-

operate in every practical way for the benefit of the people of Namibia.

It seems

to me that one immediate and possible area of co-operation relates to the training
of Namibians at all levels in the highly technical meteorological field.

At this

juncture, I must also· express my satisfaction at your decision to grant observer
status to 5WAPO.

I am certain that you will, as we have in the Council for Namibia,

find 5WAPO to be most helpful and co-operative in this and any other areas of
possible assistance to Namibians.
"Thank you."
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The President thanked Mr. Bidi,the representative of the national liberation
movements, and Mr. Sikoulu, the representative of the United Nations Council for Namibio,

for their statements.

He said that the Organization would not foil in providing

assistance and help to overcome the problems they Jaced in the field of meteorology.

Pro ramme

PINK 21,ADD. 1)
Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee B, presented the report contained in

Document Cg-VII/PINK 21.

The problem of climatic changes and their environmental

implications had been discussed at length in Committee B.
cussions were

contain~d

in the annex to the document.

The results of those dis-

He hoped that Congress would

adopt the four draft Res01utions-- 3.3.5/1 on WMO activities in the field of environmental pollution, 3.3.5/2 on participation of WMO in the Unesco Man and Biosphere Programme, 3.3.5/3 on United Nations Environment Programme and 3.3.5/4 on climatic change
- in Appendices B to E.

Draft Resolutions 3.3.5/1. 3.3.5/2, 3.3.5/3 and 3.3.5/4 (Cg-VII) were adopted
without discussion.
The President invited Congress to consider the text for inclusion in the
general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 21 together with the
addition to paragraph 3.3.5.18 contained in the appendix to Document Cg-VII/PINK 21/

ADD. 1.
Mr. Tewungwa (Ugando) proposed that the first line of paragraph 3.3.5.15"
should be
tions ••• ".

amend~d

to read:

"Congress noted with satis faction the excellent rela-
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Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee 8, agreed that the amendment improved

the text.
There being no further discussion, the text for inclusion in the general sum-

mary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 21, with the addition contained
in Document Cg-VII/PINK 21, ADD. 1 and the amendment proposed by the Ugandan representative, was approved.

activities
M:r' Kintanar, chairman of Committee A, said that the discussion of Committee A of
this item hod been exceptionally lively and comprehens-ivej

were contained in Appendix A to the document.

the results of discussion

It also recommended that Congress adopt

the draft Resolutions--4.1/1 o~ co-ordination of technical co-operation at the national
and regional levels, and 4.1/2 on recruitment of experts to serve in technical cooperation- programmes -

contained in Appendices Bond C.

Draft Resolutions 4.1/1 and 4.1/2 CCQ-VII) were adopted without discussion.
The President invited Congress to consider the text for inclusion in the general
summary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 24.

Referring to section 4.1.3,

he added that he thought the developing countries would be particularly pleased, as he
himself was, to see that the scope of VAP was to be extended to include short-term
fellowships in appropriate cases.
Mr. Rodriguez-Ramirez (Cuba), referring to paragraph 4.1.4.2, recalled that
the Cuban Delegation had submitted Document Cg-VII/Doc. 108, which contained a nraft
resolution inviting Congress to request the Executive Committee and the SecretaryGeneral to toke_ appropriate measures as early as possible within WMO and in the -framework of the international organizations to help the people of Indo-Chino, and especially those of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom and the Republic of South Viet-NamI
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in the reconstruction and improvement of their Meteorological Services which hod so
long been deprived of help from the international community and hod suffered so severely

in the course of the war of liberation.

He hod been unavoidably absent from the meet-

ing of Committee A at which Document Cg-VlljDoc. 108 hod been discussed and regretted

that the Committee had not seen fit to adopt the draft resolution.

He was satisfied,

however, to note that the essential points from his draft resolution had been incor-

poroted in paragraph 4.1.4.2 of the text for inclusion in the general summary.

He

thanked Committee A and willingly accepted the solution it had proposed.
There being no further discussion. the text for inclusion in the general summary contained

in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 24 was approved.

Re ort on the WMO
Agenda item 4 .. 3

Pro ramme

Mr. Kintanar, chairman of Committee A, said that Committee A recommended that
Congress adopt the draft resolution on VAP contained in Appendix B and approve the text
for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 25.
Draft Resolution 4.3 (ea-VII) was adopted without discussion.
There being no discussion, the text for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Ca-VII/PIJ'II( 25 h'as approved.

Mr. Kintanar, chairman of Committee A, explained that Committee A hod
thoroughly discussed the needs of the various programmes and hod informed Committee B
of their financial implications.

It recommended that Congress should approve the

text for inclusion in the general summary.
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The President expressed his pleasure to see that, in paragraph 4.4.2.5,

Congress hod decided to include provision for short-term fellowships in the regular
budget for the seventh financial period.
There being no further comments, the text for inclusion in the general summary
contained in the appendix of Document Ca-VII/PINK 23 was approved.
associations
Mr. Kintonar '. chairman of Committee At soid that the committee hod looked into

the reports submitted by the presidents of the regional associations and had noted that
the various matters raised therein would be dealt with under the appropriate agenda
items.

It recommended that Congress adopt paragraph 5.1.1 for inclusion in the

general summary.
There being no discussion. the text for inclusion in the aeneral summary contoined in the appendix of Document Cg-VII/PINK 29 was approved.

Antarctic

(Agenda item 5.3) (Cg-VII/PINK 28)
Mr. Kintanar, chairman of Committee A, submitted his committee's recommendation
that Congress adopt draft Resolution 5.3/1 on artarctic meteorology and approve the
text for inclusion in the general summory contained in Appendix A.
Draft Resolution 5.3/1 (Ca-VII) was adopted without discussion.
There being no further comment, the text for inclusion in the aeneral summary
contained in Appendix A of Document Ca-VII/PINK 28 was also approved.
Polic -makin or
(Agenda item 6.1

mana ement

Mr. Kintanar, chairman of Cammittee A, said that Committee A recommended that
Congress approve the three line$ in Appendix A for inclusion in the general summary.
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There berns no discussion, the text for inclusion in the general summary con-

tained in the appendix of Document Cq-VII/PINK 27 was approved.
ramme

Cg-VII/PINK 26)
Mr. Kintanar, chairman of Committee A, said that Committee A recommended that
Congress adopt draft Resolution 6.3/1 on the Publications Programme for the seventh
financial period and its annex, contained in Appendix B.

Mr. ~ (Peru), referring to Section 3, Technical Publications, of the
annex to draft Resolution 6.3/1, stated that the Peruvian and the other Spanish-speaking

delegations hoped that any technical document containing descriptions of the latest
advances in meteorological science and technology would be produced also in Spanish.
Paragraph 6.3.1 of the text in Appendix A said that it had been agreed that presidents
of regional associations could make specific proposals to the Executive Committee regarding ,the issue of a technical publication in languages other than the original one,
but such a procedure, in view of the long intervals between meetings of regional ossociations and the fact that the Executive Committee met only once a year, would mean that
it would be a very long time before such topical technical publications became available in Spanish to developing countries which were particularly in need of them.
The President explained that the presidents of regional associotions would not
necessarily be obliged to wait for the sessions af their regional associations to make
a specific proposal.

If they felt that such a proposal would have the support of the

majority of Members in their Regions/they could write directly to the Secretary-General.
If he considered that the matter required the authority of the Executive Committee and
was very urgent, he could refer the matter to the President of the Organization who,
under these circumstances, could act on behal f of the Executive Comm! ttee.

Neither the

Executive Committee nor the Secretory-General nor he himself would foil to give coreful attention to any such requests from their Latin American colleagues.
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Mr. Piccone (Peru) said that he was satisfied by the President's explanation.
There being no further discussion, draft Resolution 6.3/1

Ceg-VII) was adopted.

The President invited Congress to approve the text for inclusion in the general

summary contoined in Appendix A to Document Cg-VII/PINK 26.
There being no discussion, the text for inclusion in the general summary

contained in Appendix A of Document Ca-VII/PINK 26 was approved.

Mr. Kintanar, chairman of Committee A, indicated that several of the proposals in

the document submitted by the- Secretary-General on behalf of the Executive Committee
had not been approved by Committee A for recommendation to Congress for adoption.

The

annex to draft Resolution 10.2/1 contained those proposed new texts on which Committee A hod been able to agree.

The Committee accordingly recommended that Congress

should adopt those texts as well as the draft Resolutions 10.2/1 an the General Regulations of the WMO and 10.2/2 on the use of the Chinese language.
The President invited Congress to consider the proposed new texts of Regulations one by one.
The proposed new texts of Regulations 11 and 15 were adopted without dis_
cussion.
Regulation 16 and Annex 1
Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.) announced that his delegation could not adopt the
proposed addition. The rule that notification af sessions must be given at least 90
days before the opening of the session was
intoct.

0

very good one and should be maintained

If only ten or twelve doys' notice was given, Soviet experts would be pre-

vented from attending meetings, and he imagined that many other delegations would find
themselves in the same position.
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The Secretary-General said that there appeared to be some misunderstanding on
this matter.

The 90-day rule appeared in Regulation 39, which referred to sessions

of working groupst and there was no proposal to amend that regulation.

The proposed

new text under discussion referred to RegUlation 16 which, with Annex 1 of the General
Regulations, laid down a much more elaborate
types of session

p~ocedure

for the holding of certain other

elsewhere than at_the location of the Secretariat.

That procedure

provided that the initiol notification of such meetings should be given 300 days before
the meeting took place, and it was that procedure that it was now proposed that the
Secretary-General might dispense with in certain specific cases.

The amendment would

da nothing to change Regulation 39.
Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.) said that he was satisfied with the SecretaryGeneral's explanation.
The proposed new texts of Regulation 16 and Annex 1 were adopted.
The proposed new texts of Regulations 18. 25, 26. 40 and 51 were adopted without discussion.
Regulation 53
Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.) proposed that the words " ••• subject to approval
by the Executive Committee" should be added at the end of the first sentence of the
proposed new text.

The committees in question were important permanent committees

responsible for decisions concerning financial outlays;

it was appropriate that the

Executive Committee should have a say in the selection of the WMO representative who
was to serve on them.
Mr. Kintanor, chairman of Committee A, said that the WMO representative who
would be nominated to serve on such committees would not be the permanent representative of WHO to the committee in question;

he would merely be asked to represent
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WHO

ai

a

particular

meeting of a committee on which WMO had no permanent repre-

sentative and when it would be impossible to consult the Executive Committee in the
time available.

Mr. Petrossionts (U.S.S.R.) soid that he was satisfied with Mr. Kintanor's
explanation and would withdraw his proposed amendment.

The proposed new text of Regulation 53 was adopted.
The proposed nel-l texts of Regulations 129, 138, 150, 165. 168, 171 (bis), 178,

181, 188 and 190 were adopted without discussion.
The annex to draft Resolution 10.2/1 (eg-VII) was adopted as a whole.
Draft Resolutions 10.2/1 and 10.2/2 were adopted without discussion.
,

The text for inclusion in the generol summary was also approved.

of reference of technical commissions

Revision of General
Agenda item 10.2

Mr. Kintanar l chairman of Committee AI introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 31 / and
recommended adoption of draft Resolution 10.2/3 and its annex/contained in Appendix B/
and the draft text for inclusion in the general

summar~

contained in Appendix A.

He

pointed out however that there were certain discrepancies between the English texts
and the French texts.

He recommended that the French translation be brought into line

with the English text.

The President confirmed that the French translation would be brought into line
with the English version.

He then called for comments on draft Resolution IO.2/~ con-

tained in Appendix B to Document Cg-VII/PINK 31.
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(Peru), said that he felt there was a lack of chronological order

in the terms of reference of CBS contained in the annex to draft Resolution 10.2/3.
He thought there was also some confusion of terms and suggested that the Spanish text
be revised.

The President agreed that the Sp·anish text should be revised and gove his

assurance that this would be done.

Draft Resolution 10.2/3 (eg-VII) and its

annex/as

contained in Appendix 8 to

Document Ca-VII/PINK 31, were adopted without further discussion.
The draft text for inclusion in the general

summar~

contained in Appendix A

to Document Ca-VII/PINK 31, was adopted without discussion.
Mr. Rodriguez-Ramirez (Cuba) then nade the following statement:
"Mr. President, delegates,
"I should like first to apologize to you.

Unfortunately our appeal made

during Sixth Congress, when we dealt with the terms of reference of technical
commissions/was unsuccessful.
reference proper

At that time we discussed not only the terms of

but also, if my

some of these commissions.

memo~y

serves me right, the question of renaming

We considered proposals for revising the Commission for

Climatology, remodelling it and giving it a different name.
in fact done,

~ut

We know that that was

again I am relying on my memory when I say it was done on the

last day and perhaps even during the last quarter-hour of Sixth Congress •
. "Sixth Congress decided that the name

0

f the Commi ssion for Climatology should

be changed to Commission for Special Applications of Meteorology and Climatology.
This was a majority decision, Mr. President, but my delegation was not very happy
with the new name.

For this reason we had wished to bring up this question during

the discussion in Committee A, but Committee A worked at such a tremendous pace
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that we were unable to do so.

It was very difficult to catch the chairman's eye

and indeed I tried to no avail on many occasions.

I must therefore apologize if

I now take up the time of the Plenary.
"The Cuban D'elegation feels that the e'ommission for Special Applications
of Meteorology and Climatology is misnamed.
divided responsibilities.

Why?

Because this Commission has

Our commissions are either operational or technical.

Now, climatology belongs to meteorology, it is port and parcel of it.

Climatology

is a special application of meteorology like aeronautical, maritime or agricultural
meteorology.

Yet if we retain this name as the Commission for Special Applications

of Meteorology and Climatology we put meteorology and climatology on the same level-or in other words, we put the tree and the forest on the same level.

We feel

therefore that we cannot wait another four years before taking up this question
again since if we retain the title as it
bilities be?

therefore

what will this Commission's responsi-

It will be responsible for the special applications of meteorology

and special applications of climatology.
meteorology.

i~

Hence there is duplication,

But climatology is only one part- of
there is an overlap.

My delegation

would like to propose that without reverting to the former name we

rename CoSAMC as the Commission for Climatology and Special Applications of
Meteorology which are not dealt with by other commissions.

In brief it should be

called the Commission for Climatology and Special Applications of Meteorology.
The latter responsibility, that is the s·pecial applications of meteorology, is
those which do not fall within the responsibilities of the other commissions.
Renaming the Commission in this way would then necessitate certain- changes in
the draft resolution.

Under CONSIDERING (4) reference should be mode to the

Commission for Climatology and Special Applications of Meteorology and not CoSAMC.
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Also, if this is accepted, and Congress agrees, DECIDES (1) would also have to be
changed to read as follows:

"DECIDES;
(1)

To continue during the seventh financial period the system of

+'echnical commissions adopted by Sixth Congress, i.e. to retain the following
arrangement of "basic" and "applications" technical commissions with the terms of
reference as giVEln in the annex to this resolution,lI

and.here I would odd the following:
"In chonging the nome of CoSAMC to the Commission for Climatology and

Special Applications of Meteorology the terms of reference of the former Commission
have been modified as indicated in the annex to Draft Resolution 10.2/3."

"As regards the necessary modi fications to the terms of reference of
CoSAMC, the order in which the functions of this Commission are listed should be
changed.

For example paragraphs (e), (f), (9) and (h) would come before existing

paragraphs (0), (b), (c) and (d).
"This is therefore a very specific proposal which I am making which,
I repeat, is to change the name of the Commission for Special Applications of
Meteorology and Climatology to Commission for Climatology and Special Applications
of Meteorology.
IIIn conclusion, Mr. President, allow me to explai!l that my delegation is
raising this

point during Plenary because we feel that the terms of reference of

any commission depend to a large extent on the name of the commission.

For

instance, from the name Commission for Maritime Meteorology it is very clear what
the areas of responsibility of this Commission are.
this question here in

Plenary.

Hence the reason for raising
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"Mr. President, delegates, I have now a very brief and modest request.

I

should like to have my statement recorded in full in the Minutesof this Plenary.
Thank you, Mr. President. 1I

The President confirmed that the statement would be recorded.
The meeting rose at 4.10 p.m.
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~1ay

1975 at 2.40 p.m.

The meeting opened at 2.40 p.m.
~

Financial re art of the Secretor -General (Agenda item 2.3)

Cg-VII PINK 34, PINK 34, CORR. 1
Mr. Kintonor (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 34 and
stated that paragraph 2.3.1 of the general summary in the document should be replaced

by that given in Document Cg-VlljPINK 34, CORR. 1.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) proposed that at the end of paragraph 2.3.3 the
following should be added:

" .•• it being understood that this Resolution 6 (C9-111)

would not apply if the Congress is dealing with decisions which require two-thirds
majority of Member States".

The President stated that such an addition would not be necessary because
Congress had always fallowed such a procedure.
Mr. Mloki (Tanzania) asked the Delegate

of France for clarification of the

addition which to him did not seem appropriate.
There being no support of the proposed amendment the draft Resolution 2.3/1
(Ca-VII) - Supplementary expenditure during the sixth financial period, contained in
Appendix Bf and the text for the general summpr» contained in Appendix A of
Document Cg-VII/PINK 34 and PINK 34. CORR. 1 were adapted.
art an amendmen~to Technical Re ulatians (Agenda item 2.4)
Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 43
and recommended that the word "some" be deleted in paragraph 2.4.4, line 3.
Noting that the annex to draft Resolution 2.4/1 (Cg-VII) would consist of the
text contained in the pages 7-49 of the Document Cg-VII/A/WP 14 with minor editorial
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amendments draft Resolution 2.4/1 (eg-VII) contained in Appendix B and the text for the

general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Ca-VII/PINK 43 were adopted without discussion.
Agenda item

Mr. Kintonar (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 40
and recommended addition of the words "and social" after the word "economic" in the
second URGES of the draft Resolution 4.2/2 (Cg-vn) and the word "better" after the
words lito make" in the third line of paragraph 4.2.2.4,of the draft text.

There being no comments, the draft Resolution 4.2/2 (Cg-VII) contained in
Appendix C

f

draft Resolution. 4.2/1 (eg-VII) contained in Appendix B and the text for

inclusion in the general summary contained in Aependix A of Document Ca-VII/PINK 40
were adopted.
technical co-o erotion activities (Agenda item 4.5)
~1r. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 32

and

suggested

that the first sentence of paragraph 4.5.2.2 after the word "noted"

should read as follows:

". •. that the cost of staff of the YAP management will be

met from the regular budget as in the current period".
There being no

comment~the

draft text for inclusion in the general summary

contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 32 was adopted.
43.

Education and training (Agenda item 4.6) (Cg-VII/PINK 41)
Mr. Kintanor (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 41

and recommended the addition of the words "most of" after the word "that" in the
fourth line of paragraph 4.6.3.2.
Mr. Petrossionts (U.S.S.R.) complained that the documents and the amendments
were being introduced too fast for his delegation to follow.

TWELFTH PLENARY MEETING

183

The President agreed to proceed more slowly and repeated all the proposed
amendments.

Mr. Venerando Pereira (Brazil) proposed thot the name of Brazil should be
included in the list given in paragraph 4.6.3.1 in view of the fact that courses for
Class I meteorologists were available at the Rio de Janeiro University and were
attended by foreign students.
The President, ofter consultation with the Secretariat, pointed out that
only those centres which fulfilled the criteria laid down by the Executive Committee
and had been recognized by it as regional training centres were mentioned in the

document.

To satisfy the Delegate of Brazil he proposed however that the words

"and also in Brazil" be added at the end of the first sentence of the above-mentioned
paragraph.
It

~as

so agreed.

Mr. Rodriguez-Ramirez (Cuba) emphasized that the Congress should give recognition to national efforts in promoting education and training in the field of mete-'
orology.

Quoting the example of his own country in this respect he proposed that a

new paragraph 4.6.3.3 be added with the following text:

liThe Congress noted the

efforts being made by some countries in the field of professional training in
meteorology".
Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) supported this addition.
It was so agreed.
There being no other comments draft Resolution 4.6/1 (Cg-VII) contained in
Appendix B and draft text for inclusion in the general summary contained in
Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 41 were adopted with the amendments as shown above.
~

Conference programme (Agenda item 6.2) (Cg-VII/PINK 44)
Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committ~e A) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 44.
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Mr. Seck (Senegal) referred to the updated programme of sessions and of
invitations for hosting them given under paragraph 5 of the document and confirmed
that Senegal would host the seventh session of Regional Association I proposed to be
held in 1977.

Mr. Rodriguez-Ramirez (Cuba) formal+y extended on invitation to hold in
Havana the extraordinary session of CBS proposed to be held in 1976.
The President thanked the Delegates of Senegal and Cuba for their kind
invitations.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary contained in the appen-

dix to Document Cg-VII/PINK 44 was adopted without discussion.

45.

Public information programme (Agenda item 6.4) CGg-VII/PINK 35)
Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) introduced to Congress Document Cg-VII/

PINK 35.
There being no .comments, draft Resolution 6.4/1 Ceg-VII) contained in Appendix B and the draft text for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A
were adopted •.
~

Revision of the Financial Regulations (Agenda item 9.2) (eg-VII/PINK 36)

Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) introduced to Congress Document Cg-VII/
PINK 36.
There being no comments, the draft text for inclusion in the general summary
contained in appendix to Document Ca-VII/PINK 36 was adopted.
~

IMO Fund (Agenda item 9.5) (Cg-Vn/PINK 37)
Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) introduced to Congress Document Cg-VII/

PINK 37.
There being no comments. the draft text for inclusion in the general summary
contained in the appendix to Document Ca-VII/PINK 37 was adopted.
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Questions concerning the Convention (Agenda item 10.1) (Cg-VII/PINK 38)
Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) introduced to Congress Document Cg-VII/

PINK 38, and recommended that the paragraph contained in the appendix should be split
into two, the second paragraph to start with the words "Severo I Members •.•. "

Mr. ~ (U.S.A.) asked for

clarification of the third sentence of the

paragraph which stated that Congress decided that the proposed amendment to the
Convention concerning the increase in the membership of the Executive Committee which
had not been adopted would be voted again at Eighth Congress.
Mr. Petrossionts (U.S.S.R.) stated that the text in Russian was also not
clear and proposed that the question of amendment of the Convention to increose the
number of elected Directors on the Executive Committee should only be referred to
Eighth Congress.
The President confirmed that the text of the sentence in question was in
order and requested the Secretary-General to give further explanation.
The Secretory-General quoted paragraph 5.1.2 (c) of the abridged report of
Sixth Congress referred to in the text of the paragraph in question, which mode it
clear that the proposed amendment was to be submitted to the next Congress for a new
vote if Cong.ress so decided.
The above explanation was accepted and the draft text for inclusion in the
g~neral

summary was adopted without further discussion.
The President thanked the chairman of Committee A for his assistance.
WMO su ort of research activities (Agenda item 3.2.1)
(Cg-VII PINK 42 and Document Cg-VII/Ooc. 110)
Mr. SUssenberger (chairman of Committee B) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 42

and

proposed

the following corrections:

In Appendix B, annex to Resolution 3.2.1/1

(Cg-VII), seventh paragraph, second sentence, ofter the word "promise" add:
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"

there will be required not only highly sophisticated models but elsa highly

imaginative hypotheses and high-calibre data sets on the anomalies themselves" in
place of the remainder of the sentence;

in paragraph 121 the first sentence should

read "The proceeding discussion can be summarized by setting out the following high
priority fields recommended •. ,II;

and in Appendix C, against studies needed to

answer scientific questions under column (e) of the table the last entry should be
completed by adding the words "flood rovteing.".

Mr. ~ (U,K.) proposed that in paragraph 3.2.1.2 the second sentence
should end after the words "research activities l1.

It was so agreed.
Mr. ~ (Egypt) introduced Document Cg-VII/OQc. 110 proposing that the
WMO Research Awards for young scientists should not be discontinued in spite of an
insufficient number of entries in the post.

As the

award did not involve a major

financial burden on the Organization, he proposed that the draft amendment to paragraph 3.2.1.6 contained in the appendix to Document Cg-VII/boc. 110 should replace
the paragraph 3.2.1.6 in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 42.

He indicated that

in the penultimate sentence of the proposed amendment "Cg_VII" should read "Cg-VIII".
Mr. Rodriguez-Ramirez (Cuba), in supporting the Egyptian proposal, asserted
that Congress should not take a backward step and that the award should be continued
as before, but without any monetary award.
Mr. Abayomi (Nigeria) also supported the proposed amendment and stressed
that the continuation of the award would be a much needed encouragement to young
scientists especially in the developing countries.
Mr. Acguaah (Ghana) also supported the proposed amendment.
Mr. Sussenberger (chairman of Committee B) confirmed that there being no
significant budgetary implications, his committee was not against the proposal.
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The draft amendment to paragraph 3.2.1.6 contained in the appendix to

Document Cg-VII!Ooc. 110 was adopted.
Mr. Byoru90ba (Uganda) proposed that paragraph 3.2.1.11 should end after the
word "Members!!t and the word "these" should be changed to Ilthey".

It was so oereed.
Mr. Seck (Senegal) congratulated the President on his re-election and the
Secretary-General on his re-appointment.

He thanked all those who honoured his

country by electing him as member of the Executive Committee.

In the nome of his

delegation he then made the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, distinguished delegates,
"Ladies and gentlemen,

liThe Government of Senegal, true to its policy of friendly relations with the
outside world through international co-operation and respect for the principle of
universality designed to lead to a happier world by means of progress, particularly
scientific progress, agreed to act as host, at Dakar, to the GARP Atlantic
Tropical Experiment, from 15 June to 30 September 1974.
"The striking success of this operation, on a scale unprecedented in the
history of meteorology, in which over 3 000 research workers and technicians,
13 aircraft and 41 ships took part for a period of about 100 days, was mode
possible, permit me to say, as a result of the following measures:
"By setting up a General Directorate for Science and Research, President
Senghor assigned a very high priority to science in general and to meteorology
in particular, the more especially because, for nearly a decode, the countries of
the Sahel have been facing extreme economic difficulties as a result of the series
of droughts by which, year after year, they have been afflicted.

On 23 July,
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President Senghor presided personally at the opening ceremony of the GATE Operational Control Centre, during which he stressed the importance he attached to
meteorology in Senegal.
"He also drew the attention of the international scieni;.i fie world to the co uses

of drought and the question whether or not drought was a cyclical phenomenon.

On

the subject of drought he said:
"Since independence, the governments concerned have taken all the necessary
measures to assist agriculturej

but now they find themselves helpless before

a problem which is beyond their capacities to solve.

We have therefore

turned to the international scientific community, and we con do so ~dthout

shame because our first endeavour was to help ourselves, by trying to get
organized both within our countries and by collaboration among the Sahel ian
countries."
"Permit me, therefore, Mr. President, distinguished delegates, on benal f of
my government, to act as spokesman for President Senghor, the father of the
Senegalese peoples, and through him, for the countries of the Sahel, by recalling,
before this august assembly, the highly practical ideas of our Head of State, to
whom I wish to pay a particular tribute before this distinguished Congress.
"Furthermore, President Senghor, his Prime Minister and the whole government
supported GATE and gave appropriate instructions to facilitate the implementation
of this project whose benefits for the world need no further demonstration.
Despite the relatively meagre resources available to a developing country

like

Senegal, suffering in addition from the effects of the drought/the following
measures were taken:
Dakar port and airport, of established international reputation, were made
available;
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An adequate technical and scientific infrastructure (telecommunications and

other) was prC?yidedj

The Senegalese people were mobilized;

All GATE material was exempted from duties and taxes;
Customs and police formalities were eased for the participating countries;'

Appropriate reception facilities were provided, etc.
"For all these reasons, Senegal and its brother countries in the Sohel, in

Africa and elsewhere place great hopes in the results of GATE.
"To sum up, I shall again refer to the ideas expressed by President Senghor

at the

G~TE

inaugural ceremony:

"The various numerical forecasting models for tropical regions which will be

tested by your observations during the Experiment and in the months and years
to come will contribute to the progress of science in general and of meteorology in particular."
"Our delegation has, of course, no doubts concerning the concern of the
World Meteorological Organization for the cruel problem of the Sahel.

For this

reason, Senegal looks forward hopefully to the regional WMO/UNDP project for the
creation of a Sahel Training Institute for Agrometeorology and Applied Hydrology
and the seven national WMO/UNDP projects aimed at strengthening our Meteorological
and Hydrological Services.
"The figures which I am about to give are, I think, sufficiently eloquent
to demonstrate the will of our governments and of the WHO, with UNDP assistance,
to find solutions for the terrible effects of this calamity which afflicts the
still fragile economy of our sub-region:
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T:lee of era ject

Government

contributions

A.

B.

lliQE

contribution

.!2!£Il

CUSS)

CUSS)

6 729 000

2 360 000

9 089 000

(Sahel Institute)

1 075 000

1 540 000

2 615 000

Total

7 804 000

3 900 000

11 704 000

National:
(Mauritania, Mali, Gambia,
Upper Volto, Niger, Chad,
and Senegal) 1975-1977
Regional:

"Apart from this assistance from WMO and UNDP, for which we are whole-

heartedly grateful, we are relying on the skill of our experts to provide a
response, albeit a partial one, to President Senghor's suggestion concerning the
improvemen-t of meteorological forecasts, if not positive weather modification, as

a result of the processing of GATE data.
"In this connexion, Mr. President, permit me to express our heartfelt thanks

to all the countries which hove invested, through YAP, in the implementation of
GATE:

France, the United States of America, the United Kingdom, the Federal Rep-

ublic of Germany, to mention only those few.
"I shall, however I toke the opportunity offered by this Congress to launch an
appeal on behalf of all the afflicted countries of the Sahel for assistance from
the national and international sources of financing, despite the present financial
stringencies, in the implementation of our projects.
"I am convinced that you will not be deaf to our appeal.
"I should not wish to conclude, Mr. President, without wishing from this
rostrum, every success to the FGGE (First GARP Global Experiment) - as I did in
1971 in the case of GATE benefit of mankind.

in advancing meteorology throughout the world for the
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"I am sure that, with the help from the developed to the developing countries,

this project will enable our Organization to take a big step forward thanks to the
efficient implementation of our programmes, and in particular, the WWW, our
training programmes and our research programmes.
"With a dynamic and impartial President and a vigilant and experienced

Secretary-General, backed up by a competent stoff, with unwavering international
co-operation as exemplified in the outstanding success of GATE and confirmed by
the very positive achievements of this Congress, many of which require no further

comment I I am sure that we can look forward to the future of our Organization with
a certain confidence.

Let us therefore be optimistic.

Permit mel ladies and

gentlemen, to conclude, in accordance with the policy of our far-seeing guide,
President Senghor, with the words:

Long live international co-operation;

long

live the WMO. II
Draft Resolutions 3.2.1/1 Ceg-VII) and 3.2.1/2 CCg-VII) contained in Appendices Band C along with their respective annexes, as well as the draft text for
inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 42,
were adopted as amended.
~

Co-o eration with United Nations and other or anizations (Agenda item 7)

Cg-vnjPINK 51
Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VIljPINK 51.
Mr. Yi Su-chi, (China) made the following statement:
IIThank you, Mr. President,
"Mr. President,
IIWe agreed in principle that WMO should conclude agreements or make working
arrangements with some non-governmental international organizations and carry out
some activities in co-operation with one another.
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"But it must be solemnly pointed out here that in non-governmental organizations which hove established relevant agreements wi th WHO, such as the International
Council of Scientific Unions (IGSU), there ore still up to now some groups or

individuals who illegally use the nome of Chino and keep contact with the Chiang
Kai-shek clique.

This is absolutely not allowed.

It is known to all, there is

only one China in the world, that is, the People's Republic of China.

The

Chiong Kai-shek clique, which is now entrenched in Taiwan, hos long been repudiated by the Chinese people.

And it has no right at all or in whatever name to

participate in any international organization.

We hope that those non-

governmental international organizations which still maintain membership of any
groups or individuals under the control 0 f the Chiang Kai-shek clique should can form
to the historical trend and take immediate and clear-cut action to sever all the
relations with them according

~o

the spirit af the relevant resolutions of the

United Nations and the World Meteorological Organization.

The World Meteorologi-

cal Organization should urge all those organizations having relevant agreements
with it to expel the groups or individuals which illegally use the nome of China
and keep contact with the Chiang Kai-shek clique.
"I would like to ask you to put on record my statement.
"Thank you Mr. President."
The President stated that the droft of the Co-operation Agreement between
the World Meteorological Organization and the Organization of African Unity contained
in Appendix C of Document Cg-VII/PINK 51 required the approval of two-thirds of

Members which were States, for adoption by Congress.

He also stated that it had

been ascertained that the number of delegations of Member States present was many

more and if there were no objection it would not be necessary to have a formal vote.

TWELFTH PLENARY MEETING

193

There being no objection the draft agreement was adopted.
Draft Resolution 7/3 (eQ-VII) contained in Appendix 8

f

together with the text

of the Agreement contained in its annex and the draft text for inclusion in the

general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII!PINK 51,were then adopted
without discussion.
~

Revision of the Stoff Regulations (Agenda item 9.1) (Gg-VII/PINK 33)
Mr. Kint.onar (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-Vn/PINK 33.
There being no comments, draft Resolution 9.1 (Gg-VII) contained in Appendix B

and the amendments contained in Appendix C, and the draft text for inclusion in the
general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 33 were adopted.
Consideration of the Working Capital Fund (Agenda item 9.3)

(Cg-VII/PINK 48)
Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 48
and recommended that at the end of paragraph 9.3.2 should be added:

"Finally

Resolution 9.3/2 (Cg-VII) was adopted", and that in the same paragraph, fourth line,
"June 1975" should read "May 1975".
Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.) formally stated that his government would not
consider any supplementary advances to the Working Capital Fund.
There being no other comments1the draft Resolution 9.3/1 (Cg-VII) contained
in Appendix B and the draft text for inclusion in the general summary contained in
Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 48 were adopted.
~

Regional offices (Agenda item 5.3) (Cg-VII/PINK 50)
Mr. Kintanar (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 50.
Mr. Mason (U.K.) stated that in paragraph 5.2.3 the title of "Regional

Director" did not seem commensurate with the responsibilities assigned to them in
Appendix B.

Unlike the Directors of Technical and Scientific Departments, in his
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view these Regional Directors would not be directing any activities.

He therefore

proposed thot the Regional Directors should not be given any higher grades and
accordingly proposed thot at the end of paragraph 5.2.3 be added:

"This does

not imply that these officers will have the grade of directors."

Mr. Kintonar (chairman of Committee A) informed the Congress that the
existing text correctly reflected the discussion in the Committee and confirmed that

this would not imply change in grade or salary of the, officers in question.

He

indicated, however, that the Secretory-General was given the authority to deal with
the question of grades as appropriate.

Mr. Mason (U.K.) referred to the chairman's confirmation and stressed that
his proposed amendment be included in the general summary.
The proposal was supported by the Netherlonds and the proposed amendment wos
accepted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A
and the annex to paragraph 5.2.2 of the general summary contained in Appendix D of
Document Cg-VII/PINK 50 were adopted as emended.
of meteorolo

and climatolo

(Agenda item 3.3.4)

Mr. Sussenberger (chairman of Committee B) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 45.
Mr. Ayadi (Tunisia) stated that climatology formed a part of meteorology and
therefore the word "climatology" should be deleted from the titles of paragraph 3.3.4
of the draft text and draft Resolution 3.3.4/1 CCg-VII).
Mr. SUssenberger (chairman of Committee B) said thot the question had been discussed in detail in his committee and that a majority of Members were in favour of
adopting the given title because this reflected the titles of the technical commissions concerned.
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Mr. Ayadi (Tunisia) expressed his concern for the titles of the two resolutions and expressed the view that they should be harmonized by deleting the word
"climatology" in draft Resolution 3.3.4/1 (Cg-VII).

Mr. Rassekh (Iran) stated that the word "climotologytl should be retained.
In the absence of any support the proposal was not accepted.
Mr. Schreaordus (Netherlands) proposed thot the word "climatology" be added

in the title of Resolution 3.3.4/2 (Cg-VII).
As there was no support for the proposal it was not accepted.

Draft Resolutions 3.3.4/1 (eq-VII), 3.3.4/2 (Ca-VII) and the draft text for
inclusion in the general summary of Document Cg-VII/PINK 45 were adopted without
further discussion.
ects of ocean affairs (Agenda item 3.3.2)
Mr. SUssenberger (chairman of Committee B) introduced Document Cg-YII/PINK 46
indicating that in draft Resolution 3.3.2/3 (Cg-YII) under NOTING (1) "(Cg-V)" should
reod n(Cg_VI)".
There being no comment~ draft Resolutions 3.3.2/1 CCg-VII), 3.3.2/2 (Cg_VII),
3.3.2/3 (Cg-VII) contained in Appendices B, C and D respectively, and the draft text
for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/
PINK 46 were adopted.
~.

heric Research Programme (Agenda item 3.2.2)
Mr. Sussenberger (chairman of Committee B) introduced Document Cg-VII/PINK 56.
Mr. Godson (representative of ICSU) made the following statement:
nICSU notes with gratitude the expression of oppreciation for its association
with WMO in GARP as stated in Resolution 3.2.2/1 (Cg-VII) and is pleased to confirm
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its desire to be intimately involved in GARP.

This extends not only to the bvdget-

ary aspects, reflected in the joint and equol contributions of ICSU and WMO to the
GARP Implementation Fund, but also to contributions by the entire academic community
of atmospheric scientists to the planning and execution of GARP, including its

experiments and sub-programmes.

Component bodies of ICSU, both Unions and

Special Scientific Commissions, are eager to participate fully in these activities,
and 1C5U pledges maximum support wherever its contributions con be effective."

The President thanked the representative of ICSU and stated that WHO was
much indebted to ICSU for its active participation in the GARP.
The draft Resolution 3.2.2/1 (Ca-VII) contained in Appendix B and the draft
text for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VIII
PINK 56 were adopted without comment.
The meeting rose at 5.40 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING
23 May 1975 at 10.10 a.m.
The meeting opened at 10.10 a.m.
Approval of the Minutes (Agenda item 1.6)

(Cg VII/MIN. 6, CaRR. 1, CaRR. 2, Cg-VII/MIN. 7, CORR. 1, Cg-VII/MIN. 8)
C9 VII/MIN. 6, as corrected by Cg-VII/MIN. 6, CORR. 1 and Cg-VII/MIN. 6,
CORR. 2, was

approved without comment.

(g-VII/MIN. 7, as corrected by (g-VII/MIN. 7, CORR. 1, was approved without
comment.

Cg-VII/MIN. 8 was approved

58.

without comment.

Organization of the session (Agenda item 1)

(Cg-VII/PINK 54)
The President presented document Cg-VlljPINK 54.
He

stated

that in paragraph 1.6 of the document the number of Minutes

actually approved by Congress in session would be indicated.

The text in the Appendix to Document Cg-VII/PINK 54 was approved without
discussion, for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session.
Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Or anization
Agenda item 11.1
Cg VII PINK 55
Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 11.2)

(Cg-VII/PINK 55)
The President presented the Document Cg-VII/PINK 55 and recommended that the
texts in the appendices be adopted for inclusion in the general summary.
The texts in Appendices A and B of Document Cg VII/PINK 55 were approved
without comment.
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Proportional contributions of Members (Agenda item 9.4)

(Cg-VII/PINK 49, CORR. 1)
Mr. Kintanar, chairman of Committee At presented the report of the committee

contained in Document Cg-VIIjPINK 49 and Cg-VII/PINK 49, CORR. 1.
He said that on page 6 of the annex to draft Resolution 9.4/2 (Cg-VII) the
asterisk appearing against the Member country Qatar and the corresponding footnote
s~ould be deleted.

Referring to Document Cg-VII/PINK 49 1 CORR. 1 he added that in

paragraph 9.4.2 of the appendix the words "already" in the second line and "therefore" in the fourth line should be deleted.

Mr. Choong Gook (Democratic People's Republic of Korea) requested that the
correct name of his country be used in both original texts and translations.

He

proposed accordingly that on page 8 of Appendix C to Document Cg-VII/PINK 49 the
name of his country should read the "Democratic People's Republic of J(orea" and not
"Korea, Democratic People's Republic of".

He also proposed similar corrections in

the Russian, French and Spanish texts.
He also pointed out that in the Russian text of Appendix C the asterisk and
the corresponding footnote were missing and should therefore be inserted.
The President said that the corrections would be carried out in 011 the
languoges and assured that the correct nome of this Member of the Organization would
be used in all references.
Mr. Nguyen Vinh My (Republic of South Viet-Nom) mode the following statement:
"Our delegation has the honour to draw the attention of Congress to the foct
that in the annex to droft Resolution 9.4/2, in the table of the proportional
contributions, the number of units assessed for South Viet-Nom was three, under
the former administration in Saigon.
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"As you are aware, South Viet-Nom nos only just emerged from a devastating

war lasting thirty years.
"In order to re-absorb this heavy legacy it is the bounden duty of our

government to meet the pressing requirements of a population which has experienced
a serious deterioration in living conditions under the former administration.

At

this time our people have to tackle and resolve many difficult problems with a
view to healing the grievous wounds of war, re-establishing the ruined economy
and reconstructing the country.
"The Provisional Revolutionary Government of the South Viet-Nom (Republic of)

which replaces the former administration in Saigon within WMO and other international organizations of the United Nations system, while proclaiming its firm
intention to participate fully in WHO activities, in padicular by assuming its
responsibilities as a Member State, nevertheless requests the Congress to review
the number of units assessed in the proportional contribution as laid down for
South Viet-Nom in the annex and to fix the number of units, taking into account
the special conditions of impoverishment of South Viet-Nom on emerging from such
a long war.
"With this in mind, our delegation requests Congress to fix the proportional
contribution of South Viet-Nom at one unit, as has been done for mony developing
countries where there are special conditions I and in particular the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nom."
Mr. Kintanar in his capacity as chairman of

Committ~e

A said that no request

hod been mode to his committee for reduction of the assessed units for the Republic of
South Viet-Nami

it was therefore a matter for the Congress to decide.

He added,

however, that if the reouest hod been mode to his committee, there would not have
been any objection to it.

THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING

200

The President then asked if there were any objections to reducing the
proportionate contriQution of the Republic of South Viet-Nom from three units to one.

This was agreed to, without any objection.
The President said that the total of units shown at the end of the annex
would alsq accordingly be corrected.
The President then called for comments on draft Resolution 9.4/1

Ceg-VII).

There being no comments, the draft Resolution 9.4/1 (eg-VII)

adopted.

WQI.:!

The President invited comments, if any, on the annex to draft Resolution 9.4/2

(eg-VII) as alJ;ead,y amended' by the proposals of the Democratic People's Republic of

Korea and the Republic of South Viet_Nom.
Mr. Petros:;;ionts (U.S.S.R.) pointed out that in the Russion text there

)IOS

no mention of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom as well as the Republic of South
Viet_Nom.

He said thot the Russian text should be brought in line with the English

text.
The President

announc~d

that all the texts in the other languoges would be

brought into line with the English text which was being adopted.
Th~re being no other remarks, the onne~ to draft Resolution 9.4/2 (Cg-VII~

was adopted OS amended.
The P~esident then called for comments on the text of draft Resolution 9.4/2

(Cg-vn).
The text of draft Re~olutiQn 9.4/2 (Cg-VII) was adopted, without comment.
The President invited comments on the draft text in Cg-VII/PINK 49, CORR. 1
for inclusion in the

gene~al

summory of the work of the session.

He stated that a suitable sentence would be added to the text to the effect
that Congress agreed to the assessment of one unit as the propo:t:tionate contribution
of the Republic of

So~th

Viet-Nom.
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Subject to this editorial· change, the text in the appendix to Document

CO-VII/PINK 49, CORR. 1 was adopted.
62.

Secretary-General's contract (Agend Cl item 9.6) (Cg-VII/PINK 53)

Mr. Kintanar, chairman of Committee A, presented Document Cg-VII/PINK 53
for approval.

The President asked if there were any comments on the annex to draft

Resolution 9.6/1 (Gg-VII) contained in Appendix 8 to Cg-VII/PINK 53.
There being no comments, the annex to draft Resolution 9.6/1 CGg-VII) was
adopted.

The President called for comments on draft Resolution 9.6/1 (Cg-VII).
The draft Resolution 9.6/1

Ceg-VII)

was adopted without comment.

The President called for comments on the text for inclusion in the general
summary, contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-VII/PINK 53.
The text in Appendix A to Document Cg-VII/PINK 53 was adopted without
comment.
(The Secretory-General left the Conference Hall when this agenda item was
being considered.)

63.

Weather and climate modification (Agenda item 3.2.3) (Cg-VII/PINK 47)
Mr. Sussenberger, chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-VII/PINK 4~

recommended adoption by Congress of the draft Resolution 3.2.3/1 CCg-VII) along with
its annex as well as the proposed text in Appendix A to the document.
The President commended the chairman of Committee B for the thorough manner
in which that important subject had been dealt with in his committee.
The President then called for comments on the text of draft Resolution 3.2.3/1
(Cg-VII) and its annex.
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Mr. Rco (India) proposing changes in the annex to the draft resolution,
suggested that the last four words, Le. "the world needs

despe,ratelyr~

in para_

graph 9 be replaced by "is urgently required for conducting experiments on weather
modification",

Also, in paragraph 12 the words "if necessary" in the' fifth line

should be replaced by "when the feasibility is established".

There being no objection, the above amendments were approved.
Paragraphs 1 to 8, 10 and 11 were adopted without comment.
The text of draft Resolution 3.2.3/1 (eg-VII) was adopted without comment.
The President then called for comments on the text contained in Appendix A
to Cg-VII/PINK 47, for inclusion in the general summary.

Mr. Roo (India) proposed that in paragraph 3.2.3.9 the words "courses in
weather modification" in the third and seventh lines should be replaced by "courses
in cloud physics and application to weather modification".
The proposal wos accepted without any objection.
The text contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-VII/PINK 47 was adopted with
paragraph 3.2.3.9 as amended.
64.

Applications to agriculture (Agenda item 3.3.3) (Cg-VII/PINK 57)
Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee B, introducing the document, announced

that his committee, having thoroughly discussed the various aspects of the subject,
recommended to Congress the adoption of the proposals contained in Cg-VII/PINK 57.
He gave a few corrections,namelYI that in Appendix A to the Document, in
the first line of paragraph 3.3.3.8, "Port II" should read "Port III.C";

para_

graphs 3.3.3.9 and 3.3.3.10 should be re-numbered as 3.3.3.10 and 3.3.3.9 respectively
and interchanged in position.

Also, in Appendix B, under REQUESTS of the draft

resolution, the words "expanding the octivi ty in oid of" should read
activities towards the oid of".

"directing the
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The President then invited comments on the annex to draft Resolution 3.3.3/1
(Cg-VII) •

There being no remarks, the annex to draft Resolution 3.3.3/1 (eg-VII) was
adopted.
The President called for comments on the text of draft Resolution 3.3.3/1

.(Cg-VII) as corrected.
There being no remarks, the text of draft Resolution 3.3.3/1 (eg-VII) as
corrected was adopted.
The President then called for comments on the text in Appendix A to
Cg-Vn/PINK 57 as corrected for inclusion .in' the general summary.

Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.), pointing out

Q

misprint, said that in the new

paragraph 3.3.3.10 the word "or" in the seventh line should read "and".

This correction was accepted.
Mr. Novai (Iran) mode the following statement:
"My deleglltion feels that Congress, by approving the agrometeorological

activities in the aid of food production, has taken an important step toward
launching the Member

M~teorological

Services actively in this most important

application of meteorology.
"We were expecting larger commitments of men and resources to this activity
than it was actually made.

However, we feel that it is rational and mature to

respect the wisdom and foresight of the majority.
"The degree of any such commitment would be based on the achievement that
is possible, and the

urg~ncy

of the call for action.

"The possibility of achievements in applying agrameteorology in aid of food
production is amply demonstrated in the most developed countries and, to a lesser
extent, in some other countries.
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"The urgency of the call to WMO for taking steps is the world food crisis

situation, the resolutions of many conferences and governments, and in the toll

which this crisis is claiming.
"We wish to ask the Secretory-General and the Executive Commi ttea to use the

best judgment, the most realistic flexibilities to steer WMO activity in oid of
food production in such

Cl

course that it will live up to its responsibilities and

that we will not find ourselves in emergency situations for the discharge of our

duties,"
The Delegate

of

Ugando, referring to new paragraph 3.3.3.10, said that the

words "Some countries" in the first line 5rlOuld be changed to "Many countries" to
reflect fully the deliberations in Committee B.

Mr, SUssenberger, chairman af Committee B, having no objection to the proposed
change, however, suggested that, in that case, the 'second sentence in the same parograph should begin with the words "Some Members considered"." instead of "They
considered, "n as it stood at present,
Both proposals were accepted.
There being no further remorks, tne text in Appendix A to Document Cg-VII/
PINK 57, as amended, was approved.
~

Consolidated programme and budget (Agenda item 8) (Cg-VII/PINK 52 and PINK 58)
The President called upon Mr. SUssenberger, choirman of Committee B, to

present these documents.
Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee B, said that he would deol first
with Cg-VII/PINK 52.

This contained a draft text and

0

draft resolution.

The first

paragraph of the draft text concerned the proposal that the Executive Committee
should establish a

Finonci~l

Advisory Committee and the draft resolution also
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concerned this.

The second paragraph of the draft text had been adopted by Com-

mittee A, but that committee referred the text to Committee B to bring it to the

attention of the Plenary Meeting,
The President asked if there were any comments concerning paragraph 8.1 of

the draft text and draft Resolution 8/1

Ceg-VII).

Mr. Petro$siants (U.S.S.R.) suggested an amendment to draft Resolution 8/1 (eg-VII).

He said that in Committee B there had been general agreement that the Financial
Advisory Committee should be established;

he

therefore expressed the desire to see

the text following "REQUESTS" amended to indicate that i t would indeed be established.

Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee Bf considered the proposol involved
change of substance.

0

Moreover, the general feeling in the committee had been that the

Executive Committee should first examine the question and the existing text there fore
correctly reflected the feeling of the committee.

The President expressed the view that the existing text was a wiser approach.
M.r. 5chregardus (Netherlands) suggested that the
to a vote but that the

matter should not be put

feelings of Congress should be sounded as perhaps a change

of mood had occurred.
The President wished to ascertain the general opinion without taking a formal
vote and asked for a show of hands by thDse in favour of leaving the text as it was.
The result was a majority in favour.
Continuing, he asked if there were any comments on paragraphs 8.1 and 8.2 of
Appendix A.

There being

Cg-VII/PINK 58.

non~

he called upon Mr. SUssenberger to present Document
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Mr. SUssenberger, chairman of Committee 8, introducing Document Cg-VII/
PINK 58 said that Committee B had hod very long and intensive discussions on the
matter and added that the main point was that Congress should authorize the Executive
Committee to incur a maximum expenditure of US $40 542 000.

The next point was that

tha maximum number of established posts in the Secretariat, excluding the GARP
Activities Office, should be 238 and that

th~

should not exceed one D.2 and seven 0.1.

He then turned to the proposal for the

grades and numbers of senior staff

total contribution of WHO during the next four years to the WMOjIGSU GARP Implementation Fund set at US $400 000 on the understanding ICSU would provide the same amount.
He pointed out the provision for US $1.8 million for other GARP·activities,

~dd-

ing that Congress should authorize the increase ~f the capitol of the Staff Compensation Plan Reserve Fund from US Sl20 000 to US $150 000.

He finally mentioned that it

was recommended that Congress should also decide that the amounts approved in the
budget for WWW, for GARP activities, for agrometeorological activities in aid of
food production and Technical Co-operation Regional and Training Programmes must not
be transferred to other parts and sections of the budget.

The corresponding draft

Resolution 8/2 with an annex sho.wing a breakdown of expenditure was contained in
Appendix B.

Mr. Sussenberger read an amendment to draft Resolution 8/2, under AUTHORIZES
paragraph (4), so that "meet unforeseen aeti vi ties" would read "meet un foreseen
programme ceti vi ties".

The President noted that this was quite an important amendment.
for comments on the annex to draft Resolution 8/2.
comments on the draft resolution itself.

He first asked

There being none, he invited
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Mr. Schregardus (Netherlands) stated that there had been considerable discussion on paragraph (4) under "AUTHORIZES" and that his notes did not agree with the
present text;

he asked for clori fication.

The President gave the floor to Mr. SUssenberger, cha.i.rman of Committee B.

Mr. SUssenberger explained that the text of the paragraph had been drafted in
accordance with the notes made by the

~epresentative

of the Secretary-General and

felt that it reflected what had been decided in the working committee.
Mr. Schneider (Switzerland) said that according to his notes he could not
agree with Mr. Sussenberger.
The President requested

either Mr. Schregardus or Mr. Schneider to give

an amended text.
Mr. Schre90rdus (Netherlands) said that according to his notes the text,
agreed upon by 38 votes in favour and 33 against, should read:

"To incur any neces-

sary expenditure during the seventh financial period additional to those covered by

paragraph, (1), (2) and (3)

............."

Mr. Gibbs (Australio) ~ished to raise a point concerning a matter of procedure rather than substance.

He said that his notes showed that there was indeed

a vote that Mr. Schregardus referred to, but pointed Qut that this dealt with
paragraphs (3) and (4) togetherj moreover, his own notes showed that the final result
was as reported by the Secretariat and as printed in the document.
Mr. Tewungwa (Uganda) stated that/os he recalled the matter, the final
decision was as recorded in the document.
The President asked for a show of hands by those in favour and those against
the text as it stood.

The result was an overwhelming majority in favour.

invited comments on the text for inclusion in the general summary.

He then
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Draft Resolutions 8/1 (eg-VII) and 8/2 (Ca-VII) as well as the draft texts

for the general summary contained in Documents Ca-VII/PINK 52 and CA-VII/PINK 58

were adopted.

Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.) mode the following statement:
"The Delegation of the U.S.S.R. wishes to draw the attention of Congress to
the foct that the increase in the WMO budget for the seventh financial period of

more than 70 per cent

0$

compared with the sixth financial period places many

Members in a difficult situation in carrying out their financial obligations to
the Organization.
"Evidence of this is the sharp rise in the number of Members in arrears with

their contributions.
"We would also like to point out that many items on the budget for 1976-1979
are insufficiently founded and questionable from the point of view of their USefulness.

This concerns the increase in staff of the Secretariat and establishment

of high-ronking posts, etc.
"In this connexion the Delegation of the U.S.S.R. expresses anxiety that such
a situation places many delegations in a difficult situation with their governments
in obtaining additional allocations for contributions to the Organization.
"We draw the attention of the Secretariat to the fact that if strong measures
are not taken to economize and reduce expenditure, the Hydrometeorological Service
of the Soviet Union will not be responsible for any consequences arising from the
financial situation

0

f the Organization."

The President than.ked Mr.- SUssenberger and the Committee B for their
commendable work on this important agenda item.
The meeting rose at 11.45 a.m.
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MINUTES OF THE FOURTEENTH PLENARY MEETING
23 May 1975 at 3.10 p.m.
The meeting opened at 3.10 p.m.

Review of revious
Agenda item 10.3

ress

The President took up the consideration of Document Cg-VII/PINK 39, which was
submitted by rapporteurs, and invited comments thereon.

Mr. Linehan (Ireland) proposed the following amendment to draft Resolution 10.3/1 CCg-VII):

Under "DECIDES (1)", last line:

and 33 the following phrase:

insert between numbers 26

"31 (except the paragraphs under CONSIDERING and

DECIDES)".
It was so agreed.
Mr. Wehner (German Democratic Republic) first proposed the following omendment to draft Resolution 10.3/1 CGg-VII):

Congress:

Under "DECIDES (I)", resolutions of Fifth

insert number 29 between numbers 15 ond 30.

Noting that it was proposed

to retain Resolution 26 (Cg-VI) in draft Resolution 10.3/1 (Cg-VII) under "DECIDES
(1)", lost line, he drew the attention of Congress to the fact that under "DECIDES"
of Resolution 26 (Cg-VI)

it was stipulated that the Financial Regulations, as set

out in the annex to that resolution, should be applied to the sixth financial period
only.

He therefore proposed to mention in the draft text for the general summary of

the abridged report given in Appendix A of Document Cg-VII/PINK 39 that Seventh
Congress decided that the Financial Regulations set out in the annex to Resolution 26
(Cg-VI) should also apply to the seventh financial period.
It was so agreed.
Draft Resolution 10.3/1 (Ca-VII) and the text for inclusion in the general
summary of the work of the session were approved as amended.
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Place and date of Eighth Congress
(Agenda item 13)
The President proposed to follow the same procedure as at the previous
Congress and recommended

th~t

the following text be inserted in the general summary

of the work of the session:
"Congress decided that Eighth Congress would be held in Geneva during 1979
on a date to be arranged later by the Executive Committee."

It was so decided.

~

Closure of the session

The President made the following statement:
"We have now completed the'tong and complicated agenda which we set ourselves
on the opening day of this Congress.

But before formally closing Congress I

\~ould

like to address a few words to you.

"As I mentioned in my statement ot the opening -ceremony, each Congress of WMO
is a major event in the science of meteorology and its many applications to human
affairs; and this Congress has certainly been no exception.
"Each one of us when we leave will take with him his own memories of what he
feels to be the outstanding. events of this Congress.

For me personally, one of

the events which will always remain predominant in my mind
re-election as President of the Organization.

has of course been my

I wish therefore to take this

. opportunity of expressing once again to all of you· my deep and heart-felt thanks
for this renewal of confidence in me.

I am not only grateful for my re-election

but I am grateful for the manner in which Congress took this decision, that is,
by a unanimous decision.
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"I would like to repeat what I said at the time of my re-election -

namely,

that I will do everything ,in my power to serve t1;ie Organization and to spare no

effort to ensure its continued progress and success.
"This Congress will however go down in history for many other reasons.

This

is not the occasion to refer to the innumerable decisions which have been taken

but I would like to mention some of the most outstanding items.
"First, we hove, -the amendment of the Convention to include the science of

hydrology.

This matter has been given careful and deep study by the Organization

over the last 12 years -

and now, in i i;s wisdom, Congress has formally decided to

accept this new and highly important responsibility.
"Another decision which will be long remembered is the resolution adopted by
Congress on the subject of climate and weother modification.

Hitherto WMO has

always adopted a rather cautious attitude to this subject- and rightly so.
now the stage has been reached where

~';'MO

But

can officially consider this subject in

the way described in the resolution.
"Another outstandIng feature of this Congress has been the complete realization of the importance of meteorolo_gical education and training.

I have found

personally the discussions and decisions on this subject most encouraging.
"The reaffirmation of the importance of our other basic programmes _ World
Weather Watch, GARP, the Applications Programme and the Technical Co-operation
Programme must also be mentioned.
"Leaving for the moment the technical aspects of our work, I am sure that
this Congress will be long remembered for its acceptance of the Membership of the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom.
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"The decision taken to invite. representatives of the notional liberation

movements and of the Council of Namibia to appropriate meetings is also noteworthy
and is an example of WMD's response to the requests of the United Nations.

The

suspension of South Africa is another event in this same category.
"Turning now to financial matters I would be less than honest if I did not

soy, and I am sure that many delegations will agree with this, that the budget
provision approved by Congress is significantly lower than we had hoped for.

It

will certainly not be easy to do all the things which Congress would clearly
like us to do, with the approved budget.
"Nevertheless I om sure that, wi th the wisdom of the Executive Committee dnd wi th
the customary advice and assistance from our Secretory-General, we shall by the
time of next Congress

give a good account of ourselves in implementing the wishes

of this Congress.
"Turning now to the election of offices I have already expressed to you my
own appreciation of my re-election as President.

I would however like to extend,

once again, my warm congratulations to the three Vice-Presidents who have been
unanimously elected and to the 12 other members of the new Executive Committee whom
this Congress has· nominated.
"At the some time I would like to express my deep appreciation of the excellent

~,ork

performed by Dr. Gibbs as First Vice-President over the past four years

and to Mr. Bessemoulin and Dr. Kateswaram who have served so ably as Second and
Third Vice-Presidents.

Dr. Koteswaram, as you all know, had retired from his

notional post a few weeks before Congress started.
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"It is of course an honour to each individual and to his country to serve the

Organization, either as an Officer or as a member of the Executive Committee.

It

is however on honour which cannot be extended to all countries and in our usual
democratic way we have to hold elections when necessary.

There must inevitably

be a sense of disappointment on the port of those who have not succeeded but I
feel sure however that in accordance with the customary spirit of co-operation

which prevails in HMO they will not bear any ill-feeling and will continue to

serve and support the Organization in all possible ways.
"Another important decision which Congress has taken has been to re-appoint

our Secretary-General, Dr. David Arthur Davies, for a further period.

This is a

decision which will I am sure benefit all of us, but as President of the Organization I would like to express my particular appreciation for this decision of
Congress.

The President and the Secretary-General hove to work very closely

together and over the last four years I have come to appreciate the high qualities
of the Secretary-General in a much clearer and more profound manner than I had
previously.

And here I may quote from the resolution of the last session of the

Executive Committee on this subject which states that the Secretary-General "has
in particular shown outstanding initiative and skill in meeting his increasingly
important duties and that he has demonstrated at all times high qualities of
understanding, impartiality and sound judgment".

I may add in passing that with

his long service he is already the dean of the executive heads of the specialized
agencies of United Nations.
"I would not wish to conclude this closing statement without a reference to
the excellent work performed by the chairmen of the two Committees A and 8,
Dr. Kintonar and Dr. SUssenberger.

It is a hard and heavy responsibility to choir a
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working committee of Congress and we are indeed grateful to them for the efficient
and thorough manner in which they hove carried out their respective duties.
"I must also soya special work of thanks and appreciation to all the stoff

members of the Secretariat who, in their respective ways, have been providing us
with the advice, guidance ond constant services which are so essential to the
success of our work.

Some of the staff are familiar to us because they have worked

with us in the committees.

Many others, however, have been quietly performing their

duUes with great skill and dev(l)tion behind the scenes and these services hove not

passed unnoticed.

I must also express our deep appreciation to the interpreters

who have given us such excellent service and without whose help a conference of
this kind could not possibly be contemplated.

That is all that I wish to say to

you at this time and it only remains for me to wish you all a safe return back to
your homes.

We have worked together at this Congress as friends and colloagues

and let us part with the wish to maintain and foster the friendly co-operation
between the meteorologists of the world which is essential to the success of the
Organization.
"I \oIish you all a safe journey and I look forward to meeting you all again
at next Congress and hopefully perhaps in the intervening period of four years. 1I
(Applause).
Mr. Petrossiants (U.S.S.R.) stated that it was a great honour to be present
at Seventh Congress, the first to take place after the IMO/WMO Centenary.

Meteorology

was taking an increasingly important place among all the Earth and environmental
sciences; Seventh Congress had been characterized by an increase in the significance
of climatology and of meteorology in the economic and social sphere, of agrometeor-
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ology, food production and other applied sciences.

Another characteristic of

Seventh Congress had been the lively discussion which had taken place
for in dispute, the truth came to light.
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good thing,

In almost all of the business of Congress,

the optimum correct decisions had been reached.

He referred to the broader represen-

tation in the Organization which had been achieved with the acceptance of the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nom as
Members as well as the representation of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of
the Republic of South Viet-Nom and that of national liberation movements, the United
Notions Council for Namibia, and the Organization of African Unity.
Dr. Izrael had unfortunately been obliged to return to the U.S.S.R. before
the end of Seventh Congress, but in his name Mr. Petrossiants welcomed the re-election
of the President and the Secretary-General and expressed his happiness at the election
of the First, Second and Third Vice-Presidents.

He expressed his delegation's appre-

ciation of the excellent guidance by the President throughout the session, and of
the work of the chairmen of Working Committees A and B who had displayed extreme
patience, particularly with his own delegation.

He commended the Secretariat on

the timely issue of documents and the long-suffering linguistic staff for their
comprehension of statements which had not always been entirely clear to the participants themselves.

He finally thanked his colleagues for the confidence they hod

demonstrated in the U.S.S.R. by electing Dr. Izrael as Second Vice-President of the
Organization.

Expressing his good wishes to the delegates for success in the coming

financial period and for a safe return home, he hoped to meet them ogain at Eighth
Congress, which would undoubtedly have

0

still more important port to play in the

peaceful and useful activities of the Organization. (Applause).
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Mr. Acguaah (Ghana) thanked all delegates who hod participated in Seventh

Congress.

All

ho~

actively engaged in the discussions, and it was gratifying that

useful work had been achieved.

Full agreement had not been obtained on all topics;

disagreements, however, also assisted in arriving at decisions.

He was pleased at

the admission of the new Members, and felt convinced thot the Members of Regional
Association I as well as other developing countries would ploy an important part
during the following financial period.
He expressed his gratitude at the decision to provide further training· to
the developing countries, which would enable them to participate more actively in
the work of the Organization, and stressed the importance of the Research and
Development Programme.
Some of the bold and far-reaching decisions taken during the, session bordered
on political matters; the maturity and wisdom of the delegates, however, had produced
.,eacefu.l _and tiound s9lutions.
He congratulated the Pretiident and the Secretary-General on their re-election,
the new Vice-Presidents and Executive Committee members on their election, and the
chairmen of Committees A and B for the patience and fairness with
executed their work.

whi~h

they had

Finally, he thanked the Secretariat staff for their dedication

which he hoped and believed would continue during the new financial period, enabling
the Organization to continue to flourish.

He concluded by wishing all participants

a safe journey home and hoped to meet them agoin at Eighth Congress.

(Applause).

Mr. ~ (Peru) stated that the Delegation of Peru had noted the great
advance mode by meteorology prior
the need to apply all

tO I

m~teorological

and also during/Seventh Congress.

Mentioning

data to the economic and social sphere, he

explained that in Peru there hod previously existed many problems which could be
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solved only by meteorology.

He suggested that,where possible, duplication of the

work with other United Nations agencies should be avoided.
Delegates would be required to inform their governments of the Organization's
budget for the following four-year period.

In accordance with the obligation to use

the contributions correctly, the major port should be spent on scientific development
and as little as possible used for administration.
The working methods in Peru were somewhat different; some activities were
carried out in very close collaboration with the universities, and the emphasis was
on the immediate use of meteorological and hydrological data.

His country suffered

from contamination of the environment, river pollution, etc.

The work being carried

out was not only of scientific importance, it was also necessary to apply the sciences
to economic and social development.
He concluded by

~hanking

all delegates for their co-operation and also the

management, the President and the Secretary-General, under whose administration the
Organization had proved to be one of the most useful organizations in the world.
(Applause).

Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) expressed his appreciation of the courtesy shawn
to his delegation and congratulated the President on the way in which he had guided
the work of Congress, which was indeed a justification of his re-election.

He then

congratulated the chairmen of Committees A and B, the Secretory-General and the
Secretariat officers on their work.

The re-appointment of the Secretary-General, on

whom the Lotin American countries counted greatly, was also fully justified.

He

wished in addition to thank the Regional Officer for Latin America for his work,
particularly in connexion with the World Weather watch and the Global Atmospheric
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Research Programme.

He concluded by stressing the

i~portance

of meteorological train-

ing and the benefits to be obtained from meteorology in economic and social development.

(Applause),

Mr. Schre90rdus (Netherlands) associated himself with the comments of the
previous speoker$.

He mentioned that two senior Secretariat officers, Dr. Lenglo

and Mr. Ashford, were likely to leave the Secretariat; he felt that Seventh Congress
would wish to place on record its gratitude for their excellent work in the service
of the Organization, and oxtended his best wishes to them.

(Applause).

The President thanked all the speakers for their statements which, he soid,
expressed the sentiments of all present.
Meteorological Congress closed at

~.OO

He then declared the Seventh World

p.m.
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Report on agenda item 5.1

5.1

Chairman,
Committee A

30

Rcyision of the Gencral Regulations

10.2

Chairman,
Committee A
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31

Revision of the General Regulations
Terms of reference of technical commissions

10.2

Chairman,
Committee A

32

Organization of technical co-operation
activities
Report to Plenary on agenda item 4.5

4.5

Chairman,
Committee A

33

Revision of the Staff Regulations
Report on agenda item 9.1

9.1

Chairman,
Committee A

l<'inancial report. by the SecretaryGeneral
Report to Plenary 011 agenda item 2.3
Corr. 1_.(English, French, Russian)

2.3

Chairman,
Committee A

35

Public information programme
Report to Plenary on agenda item 6.4

6.4

Chairman,
Committee A

36

Revision of th(} Financial Regulations
Report to Plenary on agenda item 9.2

9.2

Chairman,
Committee A

37

IMO Fund
Report to Plenar~

9.5

Chairman,
Committee A

o~agenda

item 9.5

38

Qucstions·.concerlling the Convention
Amendment to Article 13 of the Convention of the World Meteorological Organization

10.1

Chairman,
Committec A

39

Review of previous. resolutions of Con-gress

10.3

Rapportcurs on
agenda item 10.3

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Report to Plenary on agenda item 4.2

Chairman,
Committee A

41

Education and training
Report to Plenary on agenda item 4.6

4.6

Chairman,
Committee A

42

,VMO support of research activities
Report to Plenary on agenda item 3.2.1

3.2.1

Chairman,
Committee B

43

Consolidated report on amendments to
Technical Regulations
Report to Plenary on agenda item 2.4
Conference prograllllll6
Report to Plenary on agenda item 6.2

Chairman,
Committee A
6.2

Chairman,
CommitLee A

45

Special applications of meteorology and
climatology
Report to Plenary on agenda item 3.3.4

46

Meteorological aspects of ocean affairs
Report to Plenary on agenda item 3.3.2

3.3.2

Chail'lllflll,
Committee B

47

Weather and climate modification
Proposed WMO 'Weather Modification
Programme
Report to Plenary on agenda item 3.2.3

3.2.3

Chairman,
Committee B

Chairman,
Committee B
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48

Consideration of the Working Capital
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9.3

Chairman,
Committee A

Fund
Report to Plenary on agenda item 9.3

49

Proportional contributions of Members
Report to Plenary on agenda item 9.4
Corr. 1

9.4

Chairman,
Committee A

50

Regional offIces
Report to Plenary on agenda item 5.2

5.2

Chairman,
CommitteoA

51

Co~operation with United Nations and
other organizations
Report to Plenary on agenda item 7

7

Chairman,
Committee A

52

Consolidated programme and budget
Heport to Plenary on agenda item 8

8

Chairman,
Committee B

53

Secretary-General's contract
ReporL to Plenary on agenda item 9.6

9.6

Chairman,
Committee A

Organiza:tion of the session

1

President of WMO

11.1

President of WMO

Part I

Election of the President and VicePresidents of the Organization
Election of members of the Executive
Committee

11.2

56

vVMO/ICSU Global Atmospheric Research PrograIUme
Report to Plenary on agenda item 3 .2.2

3.2.2

Chairman,
Committee B

57

Applications to agriculture
Report to Plenary on agenda item 3.3.3

3.3.3

Chairman,
Committee- B

58

Consolidated programme and budget
Report to Plenary on agenda item 8
Part II

8

Chairman.
Committee B

