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MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING
2 May 1983 at 11.00 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 11.05 a.m.
1.

Opening of the session (Agenda item 1.1)

The President of the Organization, Mr. R. L. Kintanar, declared open
the Ninth Congress-of the World Meteorological Organization and welcomed the
guests on the podium:
Mr. A. Eg1i

Consei1ler federal, Chef du Departement
federal de l'Interieur

Mr. P. We11hauser

President, Consei1 d'Etat de la
Repub1ique et Canton de Geneve

Mr. C. Fischer

President du Grand Consei1 de la
Repub1ique et Canton de Geneve

Mr. C. U1mann

President du Consei1 municipal de la
Ville de Geneve

Mr. G.-O. Segond

Vice-President du Consei1 administratif
de la Vi11e de Geneve

Mr. R. Vieux

Chef du service duProtocole et de
1 'Information de la Republigue et
Canton de Geneve

Mr. E. Suy

Under-Secretary-General,
Director-General of the United Nations
Office at Geneva

Sir Arthur Davies

Secretary-General Emeritus, WMO

He invited Mr. Alphons Egli to address the meeting on behalf of the
Swiss authorities.
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Mr. Egli conveyed the best wishes of the Government of the Swiss
Confederation. Meteorology, he said, enjoyed great prestige and was in the
forefront of technical progress. The vagaries of climate affected everyone's
daily life and in the climatic diversity of a mountainous country like
Switzerland local communities required information adapted to their needs;
however, current accuracy in weather forecasting did not yet enable such
specific needs to be met. The dialogue instituted between users and specialists was particularly stimulating for the latter, since it assisted them not
only in developing their science but also in improving communication with the
public, a key problem of modern times.
Another important aspect of meteorology was the generalized exchange
of information transgressing physical and political frontiers.
Two years
previously the Swiss Meteorological Institute had celebrated its first centenary; it was born almost at the same time -as the national observation network
started to function regularly. The national observation and telecommunication
networks had been progressively interlinked and currently permitted the
uninterrupted collection and exchange of meteorological observations on a
global scale. That remarkable achievement underlined the determination and
the ability of meteorologists to overcome every obstacle, whether linguistic,
technical, economic or political, so as to meet the essential prerequisite for
their activities, namely, free and comprehensive circulation of meteorological
information among all countries.
Challenges still lay ahead.
While meteorological infrastructures
undoubtedly required consolidation arid the incorporation of technical progress, the maximum utilization of meteorological information in order to meet
man's basic needs and to bring about his well-being called for intensive
efforts and long-term undertakings. Agricultural production, water and energy
resources were only some of the problems that had important meteorological and
climatological aspects.
It was up to the world meteorological community to
make a co-ordinated contribution towards the solution of those major problems. Definition of priorities as well as the allocation of personnel and
financial resources were among the questions that would have to be discussed
during Ninth Congress and he concluded by expressing the hope that its work
would have a.successful outcome.

1.2

~p~e~h~by ~r~ ~._S!!y.!.. !!n~e£ ~e~r~t~rY:-Qe!!e£al,_D~r~cto£-Qe!!e£al~f_t~e
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Mr. Suy conveyed the greetings and best wishes of the SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, on the occasion of the
opening of the Ninth. World Meteorological Congress. The Secretary-General had
hoped to be able to address. the meeting personally but the forthcoming special
session of the General Assembly required his presence in New York.
The past decade, and the last four years in particular, had seen
severe economic stress throughout the world in both developed and developing
nations alike.
Development per se had lost much of its earlier promising
momentum and the United Nations and its sister agencies had been. hard-pressed
to halt the erosion of standards of living. Regrettably, too, it was as usual
the poorest nations which bore the consequences of such economic instability.
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In such troubled times, therefore, it was gratifying to note the farreaching developments taking place within the sphere of responsibility of the
World Meteorological Organization.
Weather and climate were among the few
truly natural resources freely available to all nations. They affected nearly
all facets of man I s economic and social development and the proper application of meteorological and hydrological knowledge could bring inestimable
benefits to all countries.
Sectors particularly sensitive to weather and
climate included agriculture, water resources, energy and transport, but
practically all areas of man I s endeavour, from urban development and industrialization to marketing and insurance, were affected.
Without going into detail, he wished to highlight one or two items
figuring prominently on the agenda.
The World Weather Watch of course required no emphasis and the product
of advances in outer space technology remained a shining example of international co-operation.
In this connection too he acknowledged the contribution made by WMO both at the preparatory stage and during the United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE-82)
which had been held in Vienna in 1982.
UNISPACE-82 addressed two specific recommendations to WMO:
(a)

To undertake a study concerning the possibility of setting up an
international structure providing continuous availability of and
access to satellite meteorological data;

(b)

To ensure optimum use of space techniques, in particular, in the
related aspects of facilities for data reception and processing,
data analysis and dissemination.

Both recommendations would be discussed by Congress and he assured delegates
of the support of the United Nations in bringing them to fruition.
Another of the WMO programmes worthy of special mention was the
Tropical Cyclone Programme. It was WMO's response to a number of resolutions
of the United Nations General Assembly requesting international action to
mitigate the harmful effects of tropical cyclones and other natural disasters. The United Nations and its specialized agencies were co-operating in
the execution of the Programme.
It was another good example of steps being
taken within the United Nations family to alleviate human suffering and
promote social and economic development through international co-operation and
the application of advances in science and technology.
The World Climate Programme was yet another major endeavour of
World Meteorological Organiza.tion that deserved full
recognition.
Economic and Social Council had fully acknowledged its importance and
highlighted
the
co-operative
and
inter-disciplinary
nature
of
implementation which involved a number of United Nations agencies
international organizations.

the
The
he
its
and

He also drew attention to the WMO Long-term Plan which was before
Congress for approval. If meteorology and operational hydrology were to play
their full role in human affairs, it was necessary to look ahead, to recognize
emerging new challenges, to foresee economic and social circumstances to the
year 2000 and thereby to mobilize the resources of Member countries so as to
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achieve agreed goals.
achieved.

Only in that way could a

better world for

all

be

Finally, he mentioned the important contribution WMO could make
towards alleviating the plight of the countries suffering from desertification
in the Sudano-Sahelian region.
Following a General Assembly resolution, the
United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office, on behalf of the United Nations
Environment Programme and the United Nations Development Programme, had
elaborated and was implementing a Plan of Action to combat desertification.
1.3

~p~eQh_by ~r~ g._L~ ~i~t~n~r~ ~r~sid~n~ Qf_tQe_WQrld_M~t~o£ologiQal
Qrga~i~a~iQn

The President observed that the quadrennial session of the Congress of
the World Meteorological Organization was the only occasion on which he, as
President of the Organization, had the opportunity to greet all of the key
persons responsible for the proper functioning and, indeed, the very existence
of the Organization.
In particular; he wished to thank the Federal Council of the Confederation of Switzerland for its unceasing support to WMO, and the authorities of
the Canton and City of Geneva for the excellent conference facilities which
they had put at WMO's disposal.
Next, he wished to acknowledge with gratitude the support
encouragement which WMO received from the United Nations and from all
specialized agencies of the United Nations system.

and
the

In the functioning of an organization such as WMO, a key role
played by the permanent missions of Member States to the organizations.
that reason, he wished to thank particularly the distinguished ambassadors
the special role which they played in co-ordinating the activities of
countries and those of the Organization.

was
For
for
the

Finally, he welcomed the delegates of Members of the Organization
represented at Congress, who, for the succeeding four weeks, would work to
ensure the continued progress and success of the Organization for the good of
the nations in the years to come.
Turning to the work
Congress, he said that the
documentation covering all
Meteorological Organization
brief remarks on some of the

of the ninth session of the World Meteorological
participants had been presented with considerable
facets of the activities for which the World
was responsible.
He wished to make one or two
more important points.

The primary task of Congress in the course of the next four weeks
would be to establish the programme and budget for the period 1984-87.
As
could be seen from the programme and budget document submitted by the
Secretary-General, that would not be an easy task.
The economic restraints
imposed by the present world situation demanded careful consideration of the
priority actions open to the Organization, but. at the same time, with the
tremendous scientific and technological advances currently taking place,
meteorological science must not be allowed to stagnate. There must be a careful blend and consolidation of traditional priority activities and fresh
initiatives which would provide optimum benefits for the economic and social
well-being of Member nations.
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The representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations had
already mentioned some of the key areas where important decisions would have
to be made during Congress.
The representatives of other United Nations
organizations and agencies would no doubt mention others. He wished simply to
reiterate the importance of WMO's major programmes: the World Weather Watch,
the World Climate Programme, the Research and Development Programme, the
Hydrology and Water Resources Programme, the Regional Programme, the Education
and Training Programme and, of course, the Technical Co-operation Programme.
The decisions taken during the session would have far-reaching implications on the advancement of meteorological science and on the benefits to be
derived from the proper application of such knowledge. In that connection, he
would mention the importance of the proposed Long-term Plan.
In addition, there were a number of more formal questions affecting
the structure and functioning of the Organization.
He was confident that
Congress would resolve such matters to the satisfaction of all.
1.4

~p~efh_by ~r~ ~._BQu£gQi~,_A~sis~a~t_AQminis~r~tQr_a~d_Dir~c~o£
Qf_tQe
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Mr. Bourgois conveyed the best wishes of Mr. Morse, Administrator of
the United Nations Development Programme. UNDP and WMO had collaborated for
many years in the economic development of developing countries through the
elaboration and implementation of programmes, inter-agency meetings and
Governing Council sessions. At the country level, WMO received UNDP support
both for programming and implementation and for technical co-operation
financed by UNDP or other funds. Co-operation between UNDP and WMO had been a
model of its kind and, as a specialized agency implementing projects under the
Programme, WMO undoubtedly constituted one of the international bodies in
which the standard of services provided was of the highest level. The fact
that many governments provided WMO with funds for projects that could not be
undertaken within the limited resources of UNDP was perhaps the best testimony
to the confidence inspired by WMO.
He expressed concern at the level of resources available to the United
Nations system for assistance to developing countries.
For three years
governmental contributions to UNDP had remained considerably below the level
envisaged for the current period.
Programmes for 1982-86 necessitated an
annual increase in resources of 14 per cent, but despite the efforts of some
governments, including developing countries, only a minimal increase had been
possible. UNDP was of course not the only multilateral programme facing such
difficulties, but since it played a unique central role in the technical cooperation field within the United Nations system the situation was particularly serious.
It did not only constitute the main financing source for
such co-operation, it also facilitated the inter-sectoral approach to development programmes and, more than any other Programme, enabled governments themselves to decide upon their priorities for assistance.
It was essential to
maintain and strengthen the bases of truly multilateral and universal assistance, particularly at a time when resources allowed the implementation of only
55 per cent of the programmes and projects envisaged. The Governing Council
and the Administrator had taken strong measures to give the Programme back its
original dynamism.
An intersessional plenary committee had held three
meetings and had formulated recommendations which, if they received the
concrete support of all donors, should bring about an improvement in UNDP
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resourees. However, such measures could succeed only if organizations of the
United Nations system as a whole gave strong support and he was sure that UNDP
could rely upon WMO. UNDP resources were not simply a UNDP problem, but one
that concerned the multilateral system of technical co-operation and it was
necessary to ensure that the resources were available to enable it to play its
pivotal role and to facilitate the provision of aid financed by all.
In that
common endeavour, WMO played a vital role and, unquestionably, the quality of
services it provided reflected upon the reputation of the United Nations
system. WMO needed resources not only to carry out its projects, but also to
provide technical support for its activities in the field.
An organization I s capability to maintain a high technical level in the
projects entrusted to it was the basis of the tripartite system' of multilateral co-operation comprising government, financing and co-ordination by
UNDP and the executing agency.
Activities in the field were of the utmost
importance and the United Nations system had been the most active instigator
of such development in the technical co-operation field.
UNDP played a
catalytic role, but in the final analysis it was through the efforts of each
specialized agency in its own field that such co-operation would develop.
UNDP was not simply an amalgam of planning figures, but was actively involved
in the administration of funds and programmes and it was up to governments and
specialized agencies to make the best use of it.
For example, the use of
United Nations volunteers enabled economies to be made in the use of available
funds but, above all, it brought about the transfer of knowledge and technology at the local level. Although the proportion of WMO project implementation activities within UNDP was not high compared with other specialized
agencies, their importance in solving problems of agricultural production was
considerable.
Many WMO projects were on a large scale and represented an
indispensable part of efforts towards economic development.

1.5
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Mr. Thacher noted that in 1979 UNEP had made a commitment to the
Eighth World Meteorological Congress to assume responsibility for the
implementation of the World Climate Impact Studies Programme.
He wished at
the Ninth Congress, on behalf of Dr. Tolba, the Executive Director, to
reaffirm that commitment.
Two years had passed since the Governing Council of UNEP had taken
note of the recommendations of the first meeting of the Scientific Advisory
Committee of the World Climate Impact Studies Programme and had called upon
the Executive Director to move ahead as quickly as possible in the implementation of the WCIP. In that time, the circumstances which had prompted UNEP to
offer its expertise and facilities unreservedly in support of the World Climate Programme had changed. The problems which beset UNEP were not unique global inflation and recession had· affected international and national
endeavour alike. WMO and others involved in the World Climate Programme had
not been spared the ravages of fiscal uncertainty.
Changes to the physical
climate were a prospect for the future; the financial climate, however, had
already changed and international science was the poorer for it.
However,
extremely difficult as things were, there was still no impenetrable barrier to
progress.
UNEP recognized the importance of the global climate condition and was
concerned about the socio-economic implications for man of an atmosphere
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which, through having its chemical composition altered by human intervention,
inadvertent or otherwise, could create a climate which would be irreversibly
changed. Thus, UNEP must move ahead as quickly as possible in the implementation of the impact component of the WCP. Circumstances had slowed its beginning; a Plan of Action adopted in good faith had turned out to be much too
ambitious, given the financial constraints on the Environment Programme.
After careful selection, a limited number of projects recommended by the
Scientific Advisory Committee had been initiated.
UNEP was well aware that
the programme was a global one: hence it had made an attempt to address all
the programme areas identified by the Committee as deserving priority.
Efforts had been initiated in the vi tal areas of climate and food and the
development and improvement of methodologies for climate impact studies - the
relationship between CO 2 , climate variability and change and their impacts and in the co-ordination of climate impact studies other than those being
directly implemented by UNEP.
The Scientific Advisory Committee had revised its Plan of Action in
January 1983. The Committee had taken full cognizance of the financial limitations imposed on the programme.
It had proposed a specific programme of work
for the period 1983-85. Although that programme was, by necessity, limited in
scope, it could still be considered a truly global, climate impact studies
programme. Emphasis was placed for the present on three areas: climate and
food, improving the methodology of climate impact studies and the anticipation
of impacts of man-induced climatic change.
The results were already apparent.
At least six project proposals were in the final stage of preparation
and most, if not all of them, would be in operation before the end of 1983. A
comprehensive work programme was also being proposed for the 1984-85 biennium
and there was every expectation that it could be fulfilled.
Later, UNEP would
develop projects to address the impact of climate on water resources and
energy production and use - subjects which had been identified at the first
inter-agency planning meeting as priority elements in the World Climate
Programme.
He wished to assure Congress that UNEP was and would remain a full
partner of WMO and those other organizations responsible for the implementation of the World Climate Programme. UNEP would closely co-operate in WMO 's
own endeavours; it had, for instance, been an active supporter of the Regional
Climate Conferences and there were plans to support similar activities in the
future. UNEP had always been conscious of its responsibilities in respect of
global environmental issues and promised to support and, where necessary, lead
in the effort to understand, mitigate and combat such problems.
For example,
UNEP felt a special responsibility towards the socio-economic assessment of
the impact of CO 2 -induced climate change.
It would arrange, with the
support of WMO, ICSU and other organizations, a series of conferences to
address that problem.
In a complementary area to that of climate change,
UNEP, through its various commJ ttees - the Co-ordinating Committee on the
Ozone Layer and the Ad Hoc Working Group of Legal and Technical Experts for
the Elaboration of a Global Framework Convention for the Protection of the
Ozone Layer - was fully involved in the approach towards a global agreement to
protect that essential element of the· environment.
In that connection he
wished to express his appreciation of the invaluable support given by WMO and
Congress to UNEP over the years.
The ozone-monitoring activities of WMO and
its active participation in the deliberations of the CCOL and the Working
Group had done much to advance the Programme. Mutually supportive effort and
other efforts, such as those in connection with GEMS activities and ~'iith
programmes on tropical cyclones, weather modification, hydrology and water
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resources, underlined the necessity and desirability of co-operation within
the relevant programmes of the international community. UNEP undertook to do
its part in those joint endeavours.
1.6

§p~e~h_by ~r~ §._A~ilL ~nit~d_N~tio~s_FQoQ and ~g£i~ult~r~
Qrqa~i~a~iQn

Mr. Akbil recalled that the Ninth Congress was taking place nine years
after the World Food Conference and four years after the World Climate Conference. The World Food Conference had originated in an adverse meteorological
situation, which had triggered off an unprecedented food crisis in some
African and Asian Countries.
It had been the starting point for increased
co-operation between WMO and FAO, geared to operational applications of meteorology to agriculture.
As a consequence of the Conference, WMO had greatly increased its
activities in the field of training and programmes such as the AGRHYMET for
the strengthening of the agrometeorological and hydrological services of the
Sahel had been established in co-operation with FAO. Other important training
activities had also been started in other parts of the world.
At that time, FAO had also initiated two important activities utilizing meteorological and climatological information. The first was the assessment of present and potential land use for rainfed areas, better known as the
"agro-ecological zones project", and its corollary, the "project on land
resources for the populations of the future". The other activity calling for
meteorological information was the "Global Information and Early Warning
System on Food and Agriculture". That activity aimed at monitoring the conditions of food production, mainly in the developing countries, in order to be
able to detect as early as possible unfavourable conditions for agriculture
which might result in poor harvests and food shortages. The final objective
was to increase food security. The method used had been developed in FAO and
was based on a cumulative assessment of the water available to crops during
their growing cycle.
The World Climate Programme, which had been initiated four years
previously as the result of the World Climate Conference, focused its activities on three main subjects:· food, water and energy. One of its objectives
was to introduce, at national level, with special reference to the developing
countries, the appropriate tools and means of analysis, enabling the countries
themselves to appraise better the influence of the meteorological situation on
their agricultural production. Many missions had been carried out by FAO and
WMO, jointly or separately, with that objective in mind.
Turning to the current food situation, he said that while over the
past eight years the food situation in developing countries had shown signs of
improvement in some areas of Asia and Latin America, it remained disquieting
in many countries and was very often coupled with population increases.
Climatic conditions also continued to jeopardize progress in food
production. While, for example, the harvest of the southern African countries
had been very satisfactory in 1981, it had been poor in 1982 and the prospects
for 1983 were very gloomy.
In the same way, in Australia, 1983 had seen one
of the worst droughts since the beginning of European settlement.
In view of
that situation, every effort should be made by the national Meteorological
Services to collect and broadcast in the most efficient way possible
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the meteorological information necessary for the continuous monitoring of
agricultural production and, more generally, for the improvement of the
world I s agriculture.
In fact, in many countries that kind of service was
being increasingly requested by the national authorities responsible for the
management of agriculture and food stocks and many Meteorological Services
were developing their agrometeorological divisions to respond better to those
needs.

In that connection, it must be recognized that the communication of
meteorological information, while perfectly adapted to the requirements of
aviation and general meteorology, did not so far fulfil the requirements of
agriculture.
Wi th the co-operation of the Italian Meteorological Service, FAO had
tried over the past six years to collect information from the GTS for its
various monitoring activities, such as desert locust control and agrometeorological crop monitoring. That had proved very difficult because:
(a)

Many countries in the areas of interest to FAO were not in a
position for various reasons to transmit the information on the
GTS;

(b)

It was difficult to reconstruct the daily totals of rainfall from
several transmissions during the day, each of them covering a
fraction of the day.
Moreover, the arrangements varied from
region to region.

If it was really desired to use meteorology to improve agriculture in an
operational way at national and regional levels, attention must first be paid
to an exchange of meteorological information specifically tailored to the
needs of agriculture.
Such information should be comprehensive, giving in a
single bulletin the data on all the main parameters of interest to agriculture
and covering a time scale of one day, one week or even a period of ten days.
The information could be collected and disseminated outside the peak periods
on the GTS, since in agriculture the real-time aspect was less important.

Such views might appear novel because the major concern of meteorologists hitherto had been synoptic and real-time information.
In FAO,
however, it had been realized that a wealth of interesting information for
agriculture and food security could be derived from accurate meteorological
information, even if such information were received with a delay of a few days.

In conclusion, he recalled that the co-operation between WMO and FAO
over the past 15 years had been very close and increasingly fruitful, in
particular with the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology, the World Climate
Programme, the Technical Co-operation Department and within the Inter-agency
Group on Agricultural Meteorology. He hoped that, in the future, it would be
even more effective, particularly with regard to the "food" and "water" objectives of the World Climate Programme.
He also hoped that better ways to
improve the communication of meteorological information of interest for agriculture would be found for the benefit of mankind, with special reference to
the developing countries.
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Mr. Kaddoura said that, in view of the mandates of WMO and Unesco, it
was natural that contacts between them should have been established from the
very beginning; they had developed over the years into close collaboration,
covering various aspects related to the human environment and natural
resources.
The launching by the previous Congress of the· World Climate
Programme and a number of developments in Unesco's programmes had given new
ground for such collaboration.
Since it was generally recognized that climate depended largely on the
interactions between the atmosphere and the oceans, he wished to refer first
to Unesco/WMO co-operation in the area of oceanography. Substantial collaboration between the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of Unesco and WMO
went back to 1967, with the creation of the IOC/WMO Integrated Global Ocean
Services
System
(IGOSS),
whose
work dealt with air/sea interaction,
establishment of ocean data stations on the high seas, timely transmission of
oceanographic and meteorological data and the exchange of such data.
That long-standing co-operation currently provided a sound basis for
the implementation of the World Climate Programme, for which IOC had assumed
responsibility for developing and co-ordinating the relevant oceanographic
studies, particularly through its activities in the field of ocean dynamics
and climate. In order to assist with the planning of scientific research, it
co-sponsored, with ICSU's Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR), a
Committee on Climatic Changes and the Ocean (CCCO).
IOC was progressively
developing regional systems of tide-gauges for the measurement of sea-level,
to complement satellite observations of that key parameter. Such activities
aimed at developing the scientific and technical basis for a World Ocean
Watch, analogous and complementary to the World Weather Watch.
Another area of fruitful co-operation between the two Organizations
was hydrology and water resources. Co-operation in that area was based on a
working agreement between the Secretariats of Unesco and WMO concluded in
1973. That agreement had enabled WMO and Unesco over the last ten years to
develop a regular practice of joint planning and harmonization of programmes,
a good example of which had been the joint convening by Unesco and WMO of the
International Conference on Hydrology and the Scientific Bases for the
Rational Management of Water Resources, held at Unesco Headquarters in August
1981, which had permitted Member States of the two Organizations to evaluate
recent achievements and plan future activities under their respective intergovernmental programmes - the International Hydrological Programme (IHP) and
the Operational Hydrology Programme.
Recommendations adopted by the Conference of particular relevance to WMO were conveyed to Congress by the
Secretary-General in Document Cg-IX/Doc .. 28.
As regards the recommendations
addressed to Unesco, most of the·m - in particular those concerning the Outline
Plan for the third phase of the IHP (1984-1989) - had already been incorporated in the second Medium~term Plan of the Organization, approved in November
1982, and in the Draft Programme and Budget for 1984-1985, to be considered by
the General Conference of Unesco at its forthcoming session later in 1983.
Unesco attached great importance to the contribution made by WMO .. to
the execution of the IHP.
In that respect, it was pleased to note that in
Document Cg-IX/Doc. 13 the Secretary-General proposed to continue WMO's
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co-operation with Unesco in the field of water resources and in particular to
support those IHP activities which could benefit from the competence of WMO.
In the broader context of the Mar del Plata Action Plan adopted by the
United Nations Water Conference in 1977, Unesco and WMO were co-operating
closely in the implementation of the section of the Action Plan concerned with
the assessment of water resources. Recognizing the importance of the interrelationship between climate and water resources, the Secretariats of WMO and
Unesco had decided to co-operate in the development of a sub-programme "water"
wi thin the framework of the World Climate Programme.
Two planning meetings
for that sub-programme had been jointly organized in February 1981 in Geneva
and in November 1982 in Paris.
Unesco and WMO had developed long-standing co-operation in the areas
of oceanography and hydrology, but there were also other joint activities such
as those within the framework of the Unesco Man and the Biosphere (MAB)
Programme.
The importance of meteorological factors in the study and
management of ecological systems was well known, but the evolution of
ecosystems might constitute a valuable indicator of climatic change. That was
why the Director of the World Climate Programme Department in the WMO
Secretariat had recently been invited to attend a session of the MAB Bureau at
Unesco Headquarters.
It was agreed at that time that Unesco and WMO would
develop joint activities between MAB and the World Climate Programme.
In conclusion, he said there was good reason to be satisfied with the
present level of Unesco/WMO co-operation. Unesco was determined to continue
and further develop that co-operation for the benefit of the Member States of
both Organizations.
In that spirit, he wished to convey, on behalf of the
Director-General of Unesco, that Organization's most cordial wishes for the
success of the Ninth Congress.
1.8
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Mr. Nancoo apologized for the unavoidable absence of the SecretaryGeneral of the International Civil Aviation Organization from the opening of
the Ninth Congress and conveyed the latter's best wishes for a successful
meeting.
He noted that during the four years since the previous Congress the
traditional co-operation between ICAO and WMO in the field of aeronautical
meteorology had continued - the number of areas of co-operation being far too
great to enumerate. The most important event during that period had been the
conjoint meeting of the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorolgy with the
Communications/Meteorology Divisional Meeting which had taken place in
April/May 1982. At that conjoint meeting the conunon regulatory material of
the two Organizations in the field of aeronautical meteorology had been substantially revised to make provisions for the new World Area Forecast System.
It was hoped that the planning done by the conjoint meeting would serve as a
basis for significant improvements in th~ provision of meteorological services
to modern aviation.
As further evidence of close co-operation during the preceding four
years, ICAO had participated in many WMO meetings, meetings of commissions and
their working groups and of regional associations and their working groups,
while WMO had been represented at many regional and other meetings of ICAO.

12

FIRST PLENARY MEETING

The two Organizations had also conducted a very successful joint regional
seminar on an important aspect of aviation meteorology, namely low-level
forecasting for aviation, which was a service to a significant body of civil
aviation operations.
Co-operation between the two Organizations would undoubtedly continue
during the next four years.
ICAO looked forward to. continued co-operation
with the various technical commissions of WMO: with CBS on matters such as
codes and the World Weather Watch and area forecast system co-ordination, with
CIMO on instruments and methods of observation at aerodromes, with CAS on the
environmental aspects of aviation, and last, but not least, with CAeM on the
many aeronautical meteorology questions that needed to be resolved.
Finally, he wished to thank the president of CAeM and the WMO Secretariat for their close co-operation in the recent review by the ICAO Air Navigation Commission of the regulatory material arising out of the conjoint
meeting.
The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE SECOND PLENARY MEETING
2 May 1983 at 3.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 3.35 p.m.
1.

Opening of the session (Agenda item 1.1) (continued)

1.8
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Telecommunication Union
Mr. Butler said that he saw in the invitation to ITU to participate in
the opening of the Ninth Congress of WMO another manifestation of the excellent collaboration which had existed between the two Organizations for over
100 years. As eminent specialists in meteorology, the participants certainly
did not need to be told that meteorology had been one of the first users of
the electric telegraph; indeed, as long ago as 1849, a telegraph network for
transmi tting storm warnings had been operating in the United States.
That
example was soon followed in other countries, particularly in Europe. It was
useful' to recall those historic facts which underlined the importance of
communications infrastructures and the mutual interests of WMO and ITU.
"The development of communications infrastructures" was, indeed, the
theme of World Communications Year which had been proclaimed for 1983 by the
Uni ted Nations General Assembly.
Infrastructures were a key factor in any
consistent development policy, and such a policy was the essential element to
achieve the all too elusive goal of development in the current United Nations
Development Decade. Co-ordination of the implementation of programmes for the
Year drawn up at the national, regional or world levels, with the involvement
of the organizations within the United Nations system, was clearly a major
responsibility and a challenge.
In accepting that role, ITU was relying on
the co-operation of the entire United Nations family, secure in the knowledge
that it could count on the support of all the organizations concerned, including WMO. Within the framework of the Year the two Organizations were working
together to' set up a hurricane-proof communication system in the Caribbean
region, intended at the same time to improve meteorological forecasting facilities that would help safeguard people. It was a pilot project, financing for
which came from international voluntary contributions.
Such a pilot project
provided a practical demonstration that could serve as a model to other
regions of the world in which similar problems arose. Thus, World Communication Year was not an end in itself but, on the contrary, was designed to act
as a catalyst for promoting the development of communications infrastructures.
There could however be no development without planning and, to understand the full importance of WCY, it was worth while looking at the text of
the United Nations General Assembly Resolution, which was precisely worded and
deserved to be better known.
In Resolution 36/40 of 19 November 1981, the United Nations General
Assembly, "recognizing the fundamental importance of communications infrastructures as an essential element in the economic and social development of
all countries", expressed its conviction that a World Communications Year
would "provide the opportunity for' all countries to undertake an in-depth
review and analysis of their policies on communications development ... ".
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Exercises in in-depth reviews and analyses of national policies had been
carried out in the past - unfortunately without much co-ordination - in a
number of countries, each communications user seeking to develop its . own
infrastructures. The first objective of WCY should therefore be to meet the
vital need for co-operation at the national level which alone could achieve
balanced development by making the best use of the local financial and human
resources available.
Thus, national committees had already been set up in
more than 50 countries. They consisted of representatives of all the sectors
using communications, including Meteorological Services, under the patronage
of over 50 Heads of State.
Meteorology and telecommunications had one thing in common: they were
both services whose world-wide operations depended on development at the
national level for. which the transfer of technological know~how was extremely
important.
In that connection he congratulated WMO on the excellent MeteoHydex exhibition associated with Ninth Congress which would enable all delegates to familiarize themselves with the latest developments in weather forecasting techniques and equipment .
The exhibition highlighted the fact that,
as with his Organization in the telecommunication field, WMO's role was worldwide.
There could be no better illustration of that fact than the World
Weather Watch network.
Ideas on the development of communication infrastructures generated at
the national level had to be reflected at the regional and world levels. That
would involve analysing and integrating the results of the various seminars,
symposia, conferences and the other programmes of the Year, including those of
the different national committees. The technicalities of disseminating to the
world community as a whole information received from each Member country were
well known.
In the context of WCY, however, the task took on a much broader
and more human dimension which went beyond mere technicalities.
Everybody
wanted to communicate, just as everyone wanted to know the weather forecast.
The specialized field of the expert had become the province of the man in the
street. As a result, although the traditional responsibilities and objectives
of WMO and ITU were always present, their fields of activity were broadening.
It was no longer merely a matter of discussions among specialists but also of
strengthening traditional activities through a major information and developmental effort addressed not only to the public at large, but also to the
decision-makers in each Member country on whom depended the development of
services now recognized as essential for economic and social development.
To that end, the ITU Plenipotentiaries meeting in Nairobi at the end
of the previous year had decided to set up an International Independent
Commission for World-wide Telecommunications Development.
The Commission,
consisting of some 20 members of the highest standing, would, after- considering the needs expressed by the world community during WCY, propose positive
solutions to the financial and technical problems involved in the development
of communications infrastructures.
Obviously the key importance of telecommunications for transmitting meteorological information and data vital to
economic .development would be taken into consideration when the Commission
drew up its conclusions.
He recalled the success of theWMO and ITU World Days in 1975, the
theme of which had been "Teiecommunications and Meteorology". They' had been
held at an interval of only a few. weeks,. on 23 March and 17 May, and gave both
the public.and governments an opportunity of witnessing the constant collaboration which existed between the two Organizations and the -interdependence of
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their interests in the modern world.
The word "interdependence" was by no
means an exaggeration since the advent of the space age had enabled meteorological satellites to be developed whose efficiency depended on the proper
operation of, and interaction with, terrestrial telecommunication facilities.
On the other hand, the importance of acquiring a proper knowlege of climatic
conditions, for instance, for the study of radio propagation phenomena in
tropical countries, was well known. Relations between radiocommunications and
meteorology were by no means a one-way affair: the meteorologist needed the
radiocommunication engineer just as much as the latter needed the meteorologist.
There was certainly no expectation on the part of WMO; or of those who
had proclaimed 1983 "World Communications Year", that the waving of a magic
wand could cope with the difficulties currently being faced, for instance, in
establishing the network for the World Weather Watch on an integrated world
telecommunications network.
He thought that the same applied to World
Communications Year. Devised as a dedicated period for thought and action, it
provided an opportunity of laying the groundwork, renovating the rules and
elaborating guidelines better adapted to a more harmonious and efficiently
planned development of communications infrastructures.
In conclusion, on behalf of the ITU Administrative Council and the
Headquarters Organs, he extended his sincere wishes for the success of the
work of Ninth Congress.
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Mr. Lopez-Polo, speaking on behalf of the Executive Secretary, drew
attention to the long and productive working relationship between ECE and WMO,
particularly in matters relating to the improvement of air quality and water
resources.
While both Organizations focused on a number of issues regarding water
problems, they approached them from different angles according to their terms
of reference.
The attention given by WMO to hydrological aspects complemented
the work of the ECE on managerial, socio-economic and institutional issues.
Over the past years close co-operation had been maintained between the two
Secretariats on proj ects of common interest.
There had been exchanges of
reports and studies and the annual inter-secretariat meeting on water problems
in Europe had permitted a broad exchange of information on current and planned
activities.
As a regional contribution to the International Drinking Water Supply
and Sanitation Decade, a Seminar on Groundwater Protection Strategies and
Practices would be convened towards the end of 1983 and it was expected to
provide a forum for the exchange of views between ECE Governments on experience in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of groundwater protection strategies and related practices. Consideration would be given to major
elements of national groundwater activities such as groundwater legislation,
investment policies, socio-economic measures and institutional structures as
well as policies regarding land-use planning and integrated management of surface water and groundwater. The seminar would provide an appropriate occasion
to make an appeal to devote more attention to a resource which, by its very
nature, risked mismanagement.
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The Committee on Water Problems was currently undertaking a study on
measures for flood management in the ECE region with a view to developing an
improved basis for land-use planning and water management. Particular emphasis would be given to non-structural measures of disaster prevention and
preparedness, to administrative and legislative organization of flood control,
as well as to existing methods and trends in the planning of non-structural
flood management.
Another study was being elaborated on techniques and means for drought
management, including the consideration of factors used in the prediction of
drought events, preventive measures and remedial measures for emergency situations. It was the intention of the Committee on Water Problems to concentrate
on managerial, socio-economic and institutional aspects with a view·to promoting the development and correct application of efficient tools by water
management authorities so as to reduce to a minimum the adverse consequences
of drought events.
As in the past, each of the studies would pay due account to relevant
information contained in and findings resulting from complementary studies
carried out under the auspices of other international organizations, in particular WMO.
Although co-operation betweenWMO and ECE on air pollution went back
to 1969 when the ECE Working Party on Air Pollution Problems was created, it
was greatly strengthened in 1978 when the Co-operative Programme for Monitoring and Evaluation of Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe
(EMEP) '. was initiated. . The main objective of the programme was to provide
governments with information on deposition and concentration of air pollutants
and on the quality and. significance of pollutant fluxes across national
boundaries.
EMEP activities were divided into two parts: chemical and meteorological.
A Chemical Co-ordinating Centre, located at the Norwegian Institute
for Air Research, was responsible for the chemical part of the programme. The
main tasks of the centre were: to collect data from national· measurement
programmes in the par.ticipating countries, to check and store· such data and to
issue semi-annual data reports, and to organize inter-laboratory' tests of the
quality of chemical analyses.
The meteorological part of EMEP was co-ordinated by WMO and two
Meteorological Synthesizing Centres had been designated.
The Meteorological
Synthesizing Centre East was located in the Institute of Applied Geophysics' in
Moscow and the Meteorological Synthesizing Centre West was at the Norwegian
Meteorological Institute in Oslo.
The Centres
main tasks were to design,
operate and ~ by. using the measured chemical data - verify meteorological
dispersion models which provided estimates of the quantity of sulphur pollution crossing national boundaries between European countries and of deposition
due to local and remote sources. Through EMEP it was now possible to receive
air-quality dat.a from 75 monitoring stations in 21 countries. The programme
had received substantial financial support from the United Nations Environment
Programme.
I

In November 1979 at the High-level Meeting within the framework of ECE
on the Protection of the Environment, a Convention on Long-range Transboundary
Air Pollution was signed. The Convention represented a basic legal instrument
for negotiating·. equitable solutions to problems posed by transboundary.air
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pollution.
It set forth agreed fundamental principles and established procedures for exchange of information, review of policies and strategies, cooperative research and consultation.
It was the first legal instrument on a
regional level reflecting Principle 21 of the Stockholm Declaration by which
States were responsible for ensuring that activities within their jurisdiction
or control did not give rise to environmental damage in other States or areas
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. WMO had played an important role
in the provisional implementation of the Convention, particularly in the
evaluation of the effects of sulphur compounds and other related pollutants in
the field of visibility. The Convention had been ratified by 25 signatories
and entered into force on 16 March 1983.
The Executive Body established
thereunder would meet for the first time from 7 to 10 June 1983 in Geneva.
In view of the proven important impact of WMO contributions to the
effective implementation of activities of mutual concern it was to be hoped
that the fruitful co-operation between WMO and ECE would not only be maintained, but would be further strengthened.
1.10
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Mr. Kaddoura expressed his pleasure, as a meteorologist of some 40
years I standing , a t representing the PLO in such an august meeting as the
Ninth World Meteorological Congress. All the subjects about to be discussed,
he felt, would contribute to strengthening all the various fields of
meteorology and ultimately to serving the well-being of humanity.
Such
subjects were evidently of world-wide international importance. The Palestine
Liberation Organization was
interested in building up the different
institutions of a Palestinian Arab State on a well-organized and firm basis.
Since meteorology constituted one of those institutions, it received careful
attention from the PLO. Accordingly, experts were sent from time to time to
technical conferences so that they might keep abreast of up-to-date technical
progress in observation and telecommunication systems through the APT and
other telecommunication facilities within the context of the Integrated WWW
System Study. Therefore it was to be hoped that recommendations would be made
and resolutions adopted to enable the PLO to receive fellowships and
scholarships from WMO and WMO Member countries concerning all fields and
levels of meteorology in schools, centres and universities.
The potential
benefi ts of modern technology, including the advances made in meteorology,
were in danger of being invalidated if the legitimate rights of individual
peoples were not respec.ted. The distinguished representatives and experts in
the field of meteorology present at the meeting had chosen their speciality in
order to serve humanity and therefore they had a more global awareness of
international reality.
2.

Establishment of a Credentials Commi Uee (Agenda item 1. 2)

The President proposed, in conformity with General Regulation 21, the
establishment of a Credentials Committee. After consultation with the Bureau
and others, he suggested that the committee should have the same geographical
representation as at Eighth Congress, with the following membership:
For Regional Association 'I:

Angola, Morocco, Togo, United Republic
of Tanzania;
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For Regional Association Il:

India, Japan;

For Regional Association Ill:

Peru;

For Regional Association IV:

Costa Rica, United States of America;

For Regional Association V:

New Zealand;

For Regional Association VI:

Czechoslovakia, Jordan, Norway. -

It

3.

was so agreed.

Approval of the Agenda (Agenda item 1. 3) (Cg-IX/Doc. 1)

In conformity with General Regulations 135 and 136, the President submitted
for approval the agenda for Ninth Congress (Document Cg-IX/Doc. 1).
The. agenda was approved.

4.

Establishment of committees (Agenda item 1.4) (Cg-IX/Doc. 2)

In conformity with General Regulation 23, the President proposed the
establishment of a number of committees:
4.1

Nomination Committee

In accordance with General Regulation 24, the President proposed the
establishment of a Nomination Committee. Considering his prior consultation
with the Bureau and the presidents of the regional associations, he suggested
that it would be useful if the latter served on the committee together with
representatives of Member States to ensure appropriate geographical representation. The suggested composition of the Nomination Committee would therefore
be the. presidents of regional associations and the principal delegates of
Members as follows:
For. Regional Association I:

President

RA

I

-(Ethiopia),

Algeria,

Mali;

-For Regional Association I I :

President RA 11 (Burma), Kuwait;

For Regional Association Ill:

President RA III (Uruguay);

For Regional Association IV:

President RA IV (Mexico), Barbados;-

FOr Regional Association V:

President RA V (Malaysia);

For Regional Association- VI:

President RA VI (Syrian Arab Republic),
German -Democratic Republic, Sweden.

It

was so agreed.
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The President observed that the committee would elect its own chairman
and that since the Secretary-General of WMO had consultative status with it, a
representative of the Secretariat would assist the committee in its work.

The President pointed out that previous Congresses had not felt the
need to establish a Drafting Committee. In the absence of . objection, he would
take it that the Congress likewise decided not to establish such a committee.
It was so agreed.
4.3

Co-ordination Committee

The President proposed the establishment of a Co-ordination Committee
in accordance with General Regulation 27 which prescribed its composition.
It was so agreed.

The President pointed out that the Executive Committee had planned the
work of Congress on the basis of two such committees.
The allocation of
agenda items between the proposed Committees A and B appeared in Document
Cg-IX/INF. 1. If there was no objection, he would take it that the allocation
of agenda items between the committees was approved.
It was so agreed.
The President invited the two committees to elect their chairmen and
vice-chairmen and suspended the work of the plenary meeting.
Sitting as Committee A, the Congress elected Mr. Randrianarison
(Madagascar) to be chairman and Mr. Bruce (Canada) to be. vice-chairman by
acclamation.
Sitting as Committee B, the Congress elected Mr. Jatila (Finland) to
be chairman and Mr. Alaimo (Argentina) to be vice-chairman by acclamation.
The plenary meeting was reconvened.

The President stated that the working hours for previous Congresses
had been:
Monday to Friday: 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.
-2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.
Saturday: 9.00 a.m.

11.00 a.m.
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In the absence of objection, he would take it that those hours were acceptable
to Ninth Congress.
It was so agreed.

5.

Report by the President of the Organization (Agenda item 2.1)
eCg-IX/Does. 37 and 37 ADD. 1)

The President introduced his report (Documents Cg-IX/Docs. 37 and 37
ADD. 1), which covered the period from Eighth to Ninth Congress.
In
accordance with General Regulation 9, it contained a consolidated but
necessarily condensed account of the work of the Organization, the- Executive
Committee, the regional associations, the technical commissions, the many
panels and working groups and the Secretariat. J'urtner details on those subjects, including progress achieved and proposals for future action, were to be
found- in other documents submitted by the Secretary-General under the various
substantive agenda items.
He thanked all those who had assisted him during his _term of office,
in particular, the Vice-Presidents, Mr. Abayomi, Professor Izrael and Mr.
Echeveste, for their able advice and constant support. He particularly wished
to mention Mr. Echeveste, who had recently vacated his _position -as DirectorGeneral of the national Meteorological Service of Argentina. His contribution~
towards furthering the aims and ideals of the Organization both through his
active participation as a member of the Executive Committee and through his
personal initiative was well known. On behalf of all participants he therefore -requested Mr'. Alaimo;Permanent Representative of Argentina, to convey
their deepest gratitude to Mr. Echeveste.
Grati tude was also due to the members of the Execl,ltive COmmittee with
whom he had had the pleasure and honour of working, esp-ecially- those colleagues who were no longer members, and he wished them every su~cess in their
new endeavours. He also expressed gr,atitude to _the presidents of the regional
associations and technical commissions, as well as the chairmen and members of
the many panels and -wor-king groups. The-work ca,rried out by those dedicated
people was the backbone of 'meteorological science. _ Finally, - he paid tribute
to the work of the Secretariat, and particularly of the Secretary-Gerieral, whohad offered every co-operation and assistance during his term of office.
-

6.

Requests for Membership of the Organization (Agenda item 10.4)

The President announced that there'h~d been
of the Organization.

no

request for Membership
.,t

MINUTES OF THE THIRD PLENARY MEETING
3 May 1983 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.35 a.m.

7.

Consolidated programme and budget (Agenda item 8)
(Cg-IX/Docs. 13, 13 ADD. 1, 14, 75)

The President observed that the item before Congress was of paramount
importance.
Delegations had a duty to ensure that their people received maximum benefit from the personnel and science available within the limitations
imposed by resources.
The Secretary-General, introducing the consolidated programme and budget for 1984-1987, explained that the priorities suggested by the Executive
Committee, namely, World Weather Watch, World Climate Programme, and technology transfer, had been emphasized in such a way that adequate resources could
be incorporated for those essential programmes.
In other respects the standard composition of the programme and budget followed the familiar pattern.
In addition to continuing the World Weather Watch Programme along
already established lines, for the forthcoming period emphasis had been laid
on the intensification of the Integrated System Study which it was hoped would
lead to an improvement of the Global Observing System, the Global Telecommunication System and the Global Data-processing System.
Emphasis had also
been laid on the WCP and its application, research and data components. Most
components of WCP should start to give positive results in the near future.
Wi th regard to transfer of technology, he pointed out that it formed
part of the activities in most of the technical departments and in the
specially funded Technical Co-operation Programme.
The proposed budget represented an increase of 1.6% in real terms over
four years or an average of 0.4% annually based on November 1981 prices, but
he strongly emphasized that it did not take into account changes in costs
since November 1981 nor those likely to occur during the ninth financial
period.
The budget was therefore as close as was practically possible to a
zero net real programme growth.
However, if the activities proposed in the
programme were to be maintained it was not possible to propose a programme of
zero growth in monetary terms. Changes since November 1981 had been favourable from the currency exchange point of view but unfavourable from that of
salaries and prices. A new costing had been prepared and he would return to
that question later.
The resolution on the budget customarily adopted by
Congress authorized extra expenditure due to possible increased salaries or
possible changes in currency exchange rates, but it made no allowance for
increases in costs of services such as travel, communications, maintenance and
supplies, which might well arise during the ninth financial period.
Thus
rising costs were to a large extent not provided for and the proposed budget
was in fact one of negative real growth.
In that connection he informed Congress that, according to statistics
published by the Consultative Committee on Administrative Questions, the
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percentage increase in assessed contributions by Member States to WMO between
1975 and 1983 represented little more than half the average increase.
At its thirty-fourth session, the Executive Committee had reviewed the
preliminary draft of the programme and budget and had made a number of comments that had been taken into account in the document under discussion.
Furthermore, the programme and budget had been submitted to other international organizations in the United Nations system and their comments were·
summarized in Document Cg-IX/Doc. 75.
Participants would note the willingness
of many organizations to co-operate with WMO and he pointed out that the
specific comment made by UNDP related to specially funded TCO activities and
was not relevant to the regular programme and budget.
He emphasized that Document Cg-IX/Doc. 13 ADD. 1 contained proposals
submitted by various bodies, some of which deserved favourable consideration
but did not constitute part of the Secretary-General's proposal to Congress;
therefore, if Congress decided to support any of those proposals , either the
financial implications would have to be in addition to the proposed budget of
US $79.5 million or deductions would have to be made.
WWW was the largest programme and he wished to draw particular
attention to the fact that the apparent decrease of 3% was due to the transfer
of some of its activities to regional programmes, education and training.
The
Research and Development Programme had decreased by 2% while the Education and
Training Programme had increased by 2%.
The remaining programmes had stayed
the same.
The reasons for which the Tropical Cyclone Programme had been
listed as a separate programme (3.3.30) were given in paragraph 21.
In his
view the arrangement was both logical and justified but he was fully aware
that there was no general agreement on the question and he would follow any
decision taken by Congress.
In conclusion, he stated that it had been a difficult task to
formulate a programme and budget that was balanced and presented zero growth
in terms of activities.
Resources for proposed activities were very
restricted and it had to be understood that if any activities were increased
resources would have to be made available.
On the other hand, if reductions
were made it was necessary to be as specific as possible with regard to those
activities to be removed from the programme.
The Secretariat had made modest
proposals for reducing costs in connection with external auditing and the WMO
contribution to the Joint Inspection Unit.
The consolidated programme and budget had been recosted on the basis
of prices and exchange rates prevailing at 1 April 1983.
The exchange rate
tended to decrease the budget while the rise in prices increased it. The new
total for the activities included in Document Cg-IX/Doc. 13 would be US $77.9
million rather than US $79.5 million. The cost of the activities proposed in
Document Cg-IX/Doc.13 ADD. 1 could be considered as up-to-date and since the
amount involved was approximately US $1.5 million it could be included within
the original figure of US $79.5 million.
The delegate of the United Kingdom said that the programme and budget
proposals were sensible and realistic. His delegation was prepared to support
them within a total of about US $79 million, including some additional proposals from Document Cg-IX/Doc. 13 ADD. 1.

sun.

He deplored the fact that meteorology had never had its place in the
During the boom years of the fifties and sixties, when the physical
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sciences were expanding apace, technology had not reached the stage to make a
major breakthrough possible in meteorology.
Just as it took off, with the
arrival of satellites and giant computers, the recession began to be felt.
Nevertheless, recent years had seen considerable progress in the accuracy and
range of meteorology as a service and as a science, without any significant
increase in expenditure in real terms.
His own national Meteorological
Service had trebled its output with 25 per cent fewer staff than it had
employed 18 years previously and, as a recent opinion poll showed, it was
generally held in high esteem with regard to weather forecasting, for both the
public and weather-sensitive industries. As far as WMO was concerned, there
need be no zero-growth or stagnation with regard to ideas and it would be
possible to provide for new developments by cutting out some dead wood.
What was required as a target was a well-thought-out long-term programme. The preliminary document must be translated into detailed objectives,
under the three major components - WWW, WCP and Education and Training.
WWW constituted the core of WMO' s operational acti vi ties and there
must be no retrenchment in its regard.
Some aspects of WWW were deteriorating.
Developing countries in particular, on which the world economic situation bore hardly, were finding it difficult to maintain the global observation
and telecommunication systems. Yet data from remote parts of the world were
as indispensable as local data.
Developed countries should appreciate the
very real problems of distant observation centres and provide assistance and
technical training where it was required.
He commended the Secretary-General
for proposing an increase in the budgetary allocation for education and
training.
WWW was also in difficulties in the developed world, where a small
number of countries bore the burden for providing expensive new equipment for
the global system.
He hoped that other countries able to do so would make
their contribution. Otherwise the free exchange of data which constituted the
basis of WMO's work might be increasingly called into question with deplorable
long-term consequences for world meteorology.
Turning to WCP, he said that the research component was working well
but the data and applications components had made a slow start.
There had
been very little progress with the impact studies.
That had been partly a
matter of finance but there had also been the difficulty of finding appropriately qualified personnel and of developing meteorology.
Nevertheless the
credibility of WCP was at stake in the matter: if impact studies could not
convincingly demonstrate the economic and social consequences of climatic
changes, governments would not be prepared to continue their support.
Better
progress must be made over the next four years.
The regional programme brought assistance to the places where problems
arose.
He therefore noted with satisfaction that the Regional Office for
Africa had been successfully launched in Burundi and that Regional Offices in
other parts of the world were working well.
He supported the trend towards
providing technical training on the spot rather than in distant countries
where different conditions prevailed.
The delegate of Egypt said that, as a representative of one of the
developing countries which constituted a considerable proportion of the
membership of WMO, he would stress the importance of pursuing a consistent
policy with regard to the programme and budget and of co-operation between all
Member States to ensure the most effective use of available resources.
The
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proposals in Doctunent Cg-IX/Doc. 13 constituted a sound basis for dialogue
having regard to the current world e.conomic situation but he hoped that the
discussion would focus on the desirability of expanding certain programmes of
interest to Member States rather than on reducing activities.
That approach
would make it possible to determine priorities in the light of resources.
An endeavour must be made to strike a balance in order to avoid
di vergencies bet'Ween developed and developing countries over certain issues.
The technical programmes must continue to be implemented in the . interests of
all, with effective contributions from the developed countries and increased
efforts on the part of developing countries.
In general, his delegation
supported the Secretary-General' s proposals in the scientific and technical
fields, but he would stress the major importance to developing coUntries of
the WWW, training and agrometeorological programmes.
WWW was of universal interest.
There were, however, a number of
gaps.
Developing countries were required to use advanced equipment which
involved an additional financial burden whereas some developed countries did
not contribute to the VCP. There was also a need to allocate in the regular
budget greater resources to supporting technical programmes.
The use of
modern technology in developing countries must be promoted:
some such
countries particularly needed it in view of their geographical location. Only
thus could developing countries discharge their responsibilities in WWW.
Egypt proposed that a plan should be drawn up comprising the following
features: (a) the provision to developing countries of modern technology and
training for technical staff, including the implementation of resolutions
adopted by commissions relating to training seminars, etc.; (b) financial
assistance for education and training in scientific fields, in order to reduce
the pressure on UNDP in future years; and (c) financial support for the
regional programme with a view to increasing the efficiency of Regional
Offices by providing the requisite expertise and equipment and strengthening
the links between them and the WMO Secretariat.
He hoped that Congress would adopt resolutions which provided for the
fundamental needs of developing countries and promoted the long-term objectives of WMO.
The delegate of France congratulated the Secretary-General on his
realistic and comprehensive programme and budget proposals.
His delegation
was ready to support a total expenditure of up to US $79 million, including
supplementary proposals from Doctunent Cg-IX/Doc. 13 ADD. 1, since they mainly
related to WWW.
The Organization had a duty to develop WWW, which not only provided
the data for the daily work of meteorologists but also constituted the potential for the development of research.
His delegation also supported education as a means of enabling techniques to be transferred to all countries where they could be used. However,
education involved the problem of communication; he hoped that every effort
would be made to translate all doctunents of practical use into all the official languages of the Organization. Transfer of technology also involved the
concept of adaptation of technology having regard to the level of development
of the country concerned and the degree of training of its technicians.
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Finally, he endorsed the view that the application of meteorology to agriculture was of fundamental importance in those many parts of the world where
agricultural production had not yet achieved a satisfactory level.
The delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany said that the progress
achieved in meteorology and hydrology over the preceding four years had been
remarkable, bearing in mind economic conditions. That result was due to the
efforts of all Member States, including some of the poorest countries, and to
the activities of WMO.
The Secretary-General had faced very difficult financial constraints
in working out his budget proposals.
The programmes related to work which
must be done; however, some of them might be deferred to facilitate funding.
Other programmes, particularly WWW, must be given high priority.
Developing
countries must be increasingly associated with WWW, since the data base was of
value to all, particularly for three- to seven-day forecasting. The data and
applications components of WCP and education programmes should also be
stressed.
His delegation was of the 0pl.nl.on that there should be a real zerogrowth budget over the forthcoming financial period based on up-to-date
exchange rates and other financial factors.
The delegate of Dominica observed that the low rate of increase in
expenditure on meteorological activities noted by the Secretary-General might
be interpreted as indicative either of good housekeeping or of the low priority internationally accorded to meteorology. Economic difficulties and financial cuts were wreaking havoc with the smaller Meteorological Services, which
would have to turn increasingly to WMO for assistance. He hoped Congress would
bear that fact in mind when it discussed the budget proposals in committee.
The delegate of Australia expressed general approval of the proposed
consolidated programme and budget.
Australia supported a zero real growth
budget despite the fact that Australian national weather services had suffered
a 3% reduction. While he fully appreciated the complexities of exchange rate
fluctations and the fact that there had been no overall increase in staff, he
believed that the Secretary-General's proposals represented an overall real
programme growth of 1-2% and the activities proposed in Document Cg-IX/Doc. 13
ADD. 1 would increase that figure.
Although the Secretary-General's proposals were generally acceptable,
he would like to see higher priority given to WWW, in particular, to completion of ISS, taking into account the experience gained from the Global Experiment. WWW was at a critical stage and it should not be weakened. WMO's contribution to the Joint Climate Research Fund represented three times that of
ICSU and it should be reduced to not more than twice ICSU's contribution. His
delegation also proposed minor reductions in scientific and technical programmes as well as in programme-supporting activities and administration and
it would like to see a larger proportion of funds allocated to the activities
of the technical commissions, which were the key scientific components of WMO.
He urged that Congress adopt an overall total in terms of exchange
rates prevailing at November 1981 and he was in favour of a figure of US $78
million. Furthermore, he proposed that a small budget group should be set up
to assist the Secretariat in finding ways of reducing and re-allocating funds
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along the lines to be drawn up by the conuni ttees.
Subsequently, the budget
could be recosted at current dollar or Swiss franc rates.
The delegate of the German Democratic Republic had been pleased to
note that the Secretariat had made serious efforts to use human and material
resources more effectively and he hoped that that trend would continue in the
future.
The Secretary-General had stated that the budget was based on zero
growth; however, the document revealed that the financial burden on Member
States would increase.
In General Assembly Resolution 37/130 the United
Nations had expressed the view that Member States should not be held responsible for the consequences of inflation; therefore, Congress should adopt a
budget embodying real zero growth and recurrent financial demands on Member
States should cease.
It would not be necessary to curtail progranune objectives, only to implement effectively the structural reconunendations endorsed
by the Executive Conunittee.
With regard to the exchange rate, if it were presently 2.15 Swiss
francs to the dollar, and since 80 per cent of the budget was used in Swiss
francs, the reduction would amount to US $8 million.
In view of the importance of tropical zones, his delegation welcomed
the increased proportion of the budget allocated to them.
To sununarize, it was his delegation's view that substantial savings
could be made by increased rationalization and by using a more realistic
exchange rate.
The delegate of Finland considered that the more national Meteorological Services experienced difficulties, the more international support
should be effective.
Although his delegation was prepared to accept the
proposed budget, it was not entirely satisfied with the distribution of funds
amoung the various activities and progranunes.
In his view priorities should
be defined at all levels and the available resources allocated accordingly.
Congress should ensure that WMO's activities did not overlap with those of
other international organizations. He had been interested to note that at the
opening session several other organizations had expressed an interest in
carrying out meteorology-related progranunes.
The delegate of the United States of America thought that the budget
essentially represented zero growth.
Like many previous speakers, he also
considered that WWW was one of the most important WMO progranunes since it
constituted a basis for the entire scope of applications of meteorology. Zero
growth did not mean that WMO could not fulfil its mandate, but simply involved
re-allocation of resources. A number of proposals made in Document Cg-IX/Doc.
13 ADD. 1 deserved favourable attention - for example, additional resources
for ISS - and it would be necessary to adjust the budget accordingly.
The United States would continue to contribute to the Voluntary Cooperation Progranune, which he hoped had proved beneficial in previous years.

The delegate of Saudi Arabia said that the budget was realistic.
In
his view, some of the most important elements were improvements in GTS, ASDAR,
the drifting buoy progranune and marine meteorology.
His country attached
great importance to meteorology, especially since efficient meteorological
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bulletins constituted the only means of predicting the movement of oil slicks
in the Gulf, and the transfer of technology, training, the weather modification programme and the cloud programme all rendered valuable services to arid
areas.
The delegate of Ethiopia pointed out that global economic difficulties
were particularly severe in developing countries.
While he supported the
principle of zero growth, he considered that the activities of essential
programmes should be increased by curtailing certain operational activities.
Allocations for regional activities were totally inadequate and it
would be difficult to hold the meetings and seminars proposed by regional
groups.
Regional associations could not carry out their work satisfactorily
without adequate resources.
The provision for fellowships under Education and Training was
disappointing, since many developing countries required assistance in meeting
the cost of sending meteorologists for Class I training in developed countries.
In Regional Association I it had become increasingly difficult for
countries with responsibility for training centres to function effectively and
they required support and assistance. He appealed to Congress to be sympathetic to the needs of developing countries and to provide the necessary funds
for regional centres and technical co-operation.
The delegate of Canada pointed out that, despi te a 10% reduction in
staff, the Canadian Meteorological Service was still expected to provide
better services and one way to do so with less resources might be through
better co-operation with WMO.
Hydrology and water resources,
and Phase 11 deserved strong support.

especially HOMS, had been very useful

The three major global environmental issues of the decade involved
atmosphe+ic issues, namely, the long-range transport of air-borne pollutants,
protection of the ozone layer and increased concentration of carbon dioxide
and other gases in the atmosphere.
Consequently, environmental programmes
were particularly important and Congress should give meteorologists the lead
in tackling environmental problems. He also agreed that WCAP was an important
programme.
If weather services were to remain healthy, co-operation in WWW must
be improved and the dependency on a few countries must be reduced. WMO could
play a major role in joint ventures to preserve and enhance the Global Observing System.
In conclusion, he supported a
approximately US $79 million.

budget

of

zero net

real

growth,

of

The delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics agreed that it
was difficult to organize Meteorological Services at both the national and
international levels in times of financial stringency, but felt it was necessary to improve WMO' s acti vi ties and effectiveness and yet cut expenditure.
He did not fully share the Secretary-General's view that the increase in
assessed contributions by Member States to WMO was small, since it amounted to
76%. He considered that resources should mainly be used to improve services
at the national level.
A number of items in the consolidated programme and
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budget had not been realistically evaluated and had been expressed in arbitrary units and he hoped that the Secretariat would make the necessary adjustments. In his view the budget should be accepted on the basis of the previous
financial period and he had been concerned to note that the Secretariat had
not taken into account important recommendations by the Executive Committee
concerning the budget.
He supported previous speakers in affirming that WWW constituted the
very basis of WMO and the Education and Training Programme was an important
link in WWW.
He supported the Long-term Plan, which allowed more detailed
consideration of scientific and technical programmes, but he was strongly
opposed to privatization of activities under satellite and buoy observation.
During the previous financial period, WCP had not made great progress and it
was to be hoped that the situation would improve in the forthcoming period.
He shared the view expressed by the delegate of Australia that the allocation
and distribution of resources were not always in accordance with priorities
and the allocation of funds should be considered within the framework of WWW.
The Soviet Union supported all scientific and technical programmes and was in
favour of maintaining the basic principles underlying WMO.
He agreed that the budget should take into account favourable exchange
rates and endorsed the proposal for a small group to assist the Secretariat in
redrafting the budget.
He supported the views expressed regarding the importance of technical
co-operation, the development of which would have to be taken into account
when planning the future.
The delegate of India expressed satisfaction that the concept of zero
growth had been followed. His delegation agreed that the major proportion of
the budget should be allocated to scientific and technical programmes; however, the increase in the budget figure compared with the previous financial
period might affect Members' contributions and that was of particular concern
to developing countries.
The proposals should be studied carefully in the
light of the rising cost of equipment, services and salaries while at the same
time ensuring that there was no major curtailment of scientific and technical
programmes.
The reduction in UNDP funding caused considerable concern to his delegation and he hoped that education and training programmes would not suffer
thereby. He agreed with previous speakers that plans for observatories had to
be studied carefully.
The development of modern communication systems and
increased demand for data from tropical zones had to be given careful consideration so as not to place undue burdens on developing countries.
He supported the proposal made by the delegate of Australia to set up
a small group on the budget.
With regard to the proposals in Document
Cg-IX/Doc. 13 ADD. 1, his delegation considered that they could be adopted
within the overall ceiling of the budget figure.
The delegate of Norway said that one of WMO' s main problems had been
to ensure a reliable global system of observation and that whatever system was
adopted there were bound to be certain gaps in crucial areas.
To assist in
filling such gaps he proposed the establishment by Congress of a special fund
to be managed by the Executive Committee; in the first instance the sum
involved could be approximately US $1 million to 2 million, which constituted
a reasonable contribution by Members towards a realistic global observation
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system, and it could lead to the establishment of reference stations or ships
for maximum use of satellite vertical temperature profiles in areas where
individual Members were not able to establish stations.
He hoped that the
proposal could be referred to the Executive Committee for study.
He concluded by expressing the wish to see closer dialogue between
developing and developed countries on support for satellite systems, for
instance, in Europe.
The First Vice-President, speaking also as the delegate of Nigeria,
said that the consolidated programme and budget was a balanced one and the sum
of US $79.5 million was realistic.
He agreed with the delegate of the United Kingdom that some longstanding projects could be reduced in scope, but not to the detriment of the
projects themselves, while some peripheral projects should be given greater
emphasis.
He had noted with satisfaction that WWW still received the major
proportion of the budget, but in view of its importance to developing
countries agrometeorology should receive increased resources.
Drought and
desertification and technology transfer were important to many developing
countries and should receive greater emphasis. Education and training should
be financed not only through the regular budget but also through VCP.
Telecommunications still posed major problems in developing countries and should
be studied in detail under technical assistance.
Satellite and micro-wave
systems to supplement the present VHF transmissions should be studied further
and operational hydrology and water resources development should be enhanced
so as to benefit agriculture and other human activities, especially in tropical countries. The results of research into tropical meteorology would be
of great benefit to world science.
The delegate of Colombia said that in view of zero growth it was
important for Congress to define priorities and the way in which resources
were allocated.
Countries, of course, had their own priorities and Colombia
joined other speakers in stressing the importance of agrometeorology, particularly in countries where agriculture and livestock breeding were carried out
in difficult conditions. He considered that Congress should study carefully
the deficiencies in certain programmes and should take the necessary corrective measures. Developing countries often faced insuperable difficulties, for
example, GTS often had gaps which severely affected developing countries. He
emphasized the importance of the data bank since WCP could not be operational
until data bases for all countries were the same and the desired results could
not be achieved until the bank worked.
The meeting was suspended at 12.35 p.m. and resumed at 2.30 p.m.
The delegate of Afghanistan said that, as a developing country which
was a faithful Member of WMO, the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan would
like to see an increase in training programmes and in the provision of fellowships, since lack of trained personnel was a serious problem.
WWW was the basic programme of WMO, but he deplored the increasing use
of sophisticated equipment which developing countries could neither afford nor
maintain.
Since 90% of the population in his country was engaged in agriculture,
he hoped that the allocation to agrometeorology would be reasonably increased
after discussion in Committee.
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of Bulgaria said that WMO had made considerable progress
and technical activities over the preceding financial
his Government I s excellent appreciation of the need to
Meteorological Service, the latter stood ready to contiwith the Organization.

Priority should be given to WWW, which met a basic social need, but
also to WCP and to agrometeorology.
In addition, there were other programmes
of interest to his delegation, such as those dealing with weather modification, particularly hail suppression.

The delegate of Senegal considered that all Member States, even small
developing countries like his own, had a duty to give their views about
problems of general interest to WMO since it was the developing countries
which were most affected by the financial implications of decisions.
He felt that the principle of zero growth had largely been respected
in the programme and budget proposals.
The total allocation to scientific
activities and its distribution between the various programmes were balanced
and in harmony with the Senegalese long-term development plan.
However, the
allocation to technical co-operation was very low, even having regard to the
fact that the activity was largely funded by VCP and UNDP.
He drew attention
to the decreasing assistance provided by the latter source: it had recently
been learned that there was to be a 45% cut in UNDP assistance to CILSS,
including the important agrometeorological programme.
That would jeopardize
the survival of the population in the drought-stricken areas.
WWW constituted the basis for WMO's activities.
Other important
programmes were the data component of WCP and the transfer of technology. In
that connection, he wished to point out the difficulties of studying complex
scientific subjects in a foreign language: Congress should take steps in
conjunction with the Secretariat to ensure that the rules relating to the
translation of documents into the Organization's official languages were
respected.
In short, the budget proposals were reasonable and consonant with the
programme proposals.
However, the important thing was that they should be
faithfully implemented, particularly in the field.
Developing countries
needed practical programmes, especially in agrometeorology.
Observation was fundamental to meteorology.
He therefore welcomed the
choice of the theme "The weather observer" for 1983 World Meteorological Day.
In conclusion, he supported the president of RA 11 in his appeal to
donor countries and international organizations.
In expressing thanks for
their efforts over the preceding four years, he must sound a warning note
about the economic situation in the forthcoming period.

The delegate of Jordan described the programme and budget as objective
and balanced. However, there were some dangerous suggestions, such as reductions in WWW and VCP, which would have unfavourable repercussions on everyone.
The allocation to WWW, particularly to its GTS component, must be
increased.
So must the allocation to training programmes.
His delegation
would support -an increase of 1% to 2% for WWW and training.
On the other
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hand, he would not be in favour of increasing the allocation to Regional
Offices which did not fully discharge their responsibilities although some of
them had received considerable assistance. They must make greater efforts.
The delegate of Turkey said that man was faced with increased problems
in providing adequate supplies of food, water and energy, in addition to
environmental pollution problems and continued to be dependent on the
weather.
Meteorology required international co-operation and all countries
benefited from global observations and the exchange of data.
It was his delegation's view that WMO's major task was to assist Member countries in improving their meteorological infrastructure so as to contribute to national
development.
He considered that the Long-term Plan would be a step towards
achieving WMO's objectives and would give stronger effect to WMO programmes.
An essential part of building an effective global long-term plan was an action
programme to establish the required infrastructure in developing countries.
In addition to transfer of technology,
co-operation among developing
countries, particularly in operational meteorology and hydrology, was very
important.
He emphasized that organized transfer of knowledge and proven
methodology between Member States would be the most important issue in the
coming decade and would be of fundamental significance in the future life of
WMO. Every effort should be made to strengthen the activities of the technical commissions and priority should be given to the further development of
WWW, WCP and the Education and Training Programme.
The future integrated WWW
system should remedy current deficiencies in the system and minimize differing
levels of development among Members, thereby narrowing the gap between developed and developing countries.
VCP had been very effective in providing technical assistance to developing countries and it constituted an important means
of global co-operation, therefore its role should be broadened and its effectiveness increased.
Turkey took an active part in implementation of WMO
programmes and had taken measures to upgrade its contribution to the WWW
system. It would expand the scope of the basic synoptic network by establishing seven new stations in addition to the 36 already existing and two new
upper-air stations would be operational before the end of 1983. Considerable
progress had been made in telecommunication through conversion of low-speed
circuits into medium-speed data links; however, a computerized telecommunication system to collect and disseminate the processed' data was required.
Together with WMO, Turkey was engaged in the automation of the telecommunication centre and in upgrading circuits to handle data-signalling rates.
Turkey considered that agrometeorology was of the utmost importance
and could make a significant contribution to its economic development.
It had
initiated the application of remote sensing techniques and data for operational agrometeorology in agricultural planning and crop-yield monitoring
processes in co-operation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, which
was sponsored by FAO. The project also used data received from LANDSAT and the
experience gained by Turkey could be shared with developing countries. It was
proposed to broaden the scope of application based on information from existing satellites and recent developments in the satellite system were closely
followed.
Existing Meteorological Services were being expanded to take into
account the rapid development in marine activities.
In connection with
BAPl1oN, a station had been set up with the assistance of WMO and had become
operational in August 1982.
Training activities received special attention
and in addition to short-term and medium-term training courses one university
had a Department of Meteorology and there was close co-operation with the
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universities and relevant institutions in the fields of research and application.
In conclusion he stated that there was a growing awareness in Turkey
of the role of meteorology in accelerating social and economic development and
programmes had been formulated to take maximum advantage of new meteorological
and hydrological technologies.
The delegate of Kenya said he fully supported the Secretary-General's
reasonable proposals. He agreed with the delegate of the United Kingdom that
the Organization could grow, without increasing the budget in real terms, if
it cut out dead wood and eliminated waste. There were examples of the latter
in the HWR Department, whose members travelled freely on dubious. missions,
sometimes without informing the Permanent Representatives of the countries
concerned.
Another source of waste was the appointment of officers of
national Services as consultants to the Organization simultaneously with the
secondment of WMO staff members as consultants to particular countries.
He endorsed the view that Meteorological Services were interdependent
and that mutual assistance was necessary if key programmes such as WWW and WCP
were to succeed.
When a donor country assisted an equatorial developing
country like Kenya, it was in turn assisted by the provision of indispensable
data.
He also strongly supported education and training programmes and the
transfer of technology.
More fellowships should be provided.
The regional
programme should be given high priority and Regional Offices should receive
direct assistance.
He wished to thank the donor States for the successful
VCP, which in some cases had taken over from UNDP.
It was an excellent
innovation.
Kenya was submitting two proposals to Congress.
One was to increase
the membership of the Executive Committee to 38 so that it would be more
representative.
The small budgetary implications could be accommodated by
cutting out waste. The other proposal was to amend Article 21 of the Convention so that the Deputy Secretary-General would be appointed by Congress, as a
small step towards the democratization of the Organization.
That proposal
would have no financial implications.

The delegate of Peru asked that consideration be given to the establishment under the budget of an emergency fund to help in cases where natural
disasters had caused considerable material and economic damage, particularly
in developing countries.
Such countries often had budgetary deficits and
their Meteorological Services were ill-equipped to deal with the situation.
He had in mind the case of El Nino, which had caused heavy rains in
northern Peru and southern Ecuador together with high temperatures, resulting
in serious flooding.
There was a need to investigate the nature of such
phenomena in order to reduce the losses they caused. WMO publications should
be translated into the Organization I s official languages· to help national
Meteorological Services.
In conclusion, he \'lished to thank donor governments and nongovernmental organizations for the technical and economic assistance which
they had provided during the El Nino disaster.
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The delegate of Oman urged that WWW be given fresh impetus since it
was the cornerstone of WMO.
In addition, he would like to see higher priority
given to education and training, WCP, hydrology and water resources, an
increase in the number of maritime stations and buoys and satellite observations as well as an integrated study programme for cyclone observations.
He
supported the proposal for a GTS and GOS fund to enable them to carry out
their operations more effectively.
In his view the MONEX programme had been
valuable and should be restored.
There were noticeable gaps in coverage by
meteorological stations, particularly over oceans, and it would not be appropriate to decrease such activities nor to subject them to commercial considerations.
Finally, he agreed with previous speakers that resources should be
distributed according to priorities.
The delegate of Poland said that he had studied the consolidated
programme and budget very carefully and in his opinion it did not represent
zero growth. Because of the present difficult financial situation prevailing
in Poland's national Meteorological Service, his delegation could not accept
any growth.
Congress should seek a balance between the current and future
economic situation on the one hand and the need to maintain WMO operational
programmes on the other.
Economies could be made by using WMO resources more
effectively, especially within WCP and its components, as well as by reviewing
in detail WMO's contribution to inter-organizational programmes.
He had
listened with interest to previous speakers and he fully endorsed the views on
the budget expressed by the delegates of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the German Democratic Republic as well as suggestions regarding WMO's
future programme expressed by other delegates.
Since it was impossible to agree on an overall total for the budget
without agreement on all aspects of programmes, he supported the proposal made
by the delegate of Australia to establish a working group on the budget.
He
also suggested that, when discussing particular components of programmes,
delegates should make reference to the budgetary implications so that they
could be transmitted to the working group.
The delegate of Japan said that, as in other countries, Meteorological
Services in Japan were suffering from budgetary cuts; nevertheless, he was in
favour of strengthening WWW, WCP, education and training and transfer of technology.
He endorsed the remarks made by the delegate of Australia and expressed the view that the overall budget figure should amount to approximately US $78 million.
The delegate of Brazil was in favour of zero growth, even though it
might mean restrictions on certain programmes.
He agreed with previous
speakers that higher priority should be given to WWW, education and training,
science and technology, and technical co-operation, which were indispensable
to developing countries.
The delegate of Uganda underlined the priorities for developing
countries, namely, technical co-operation and education and training.
Uganda
had received aid from bilateral sources, WMO and VCP funds, which had proved
invaluable in encouraging the Government to recognize the importance of
meteorology.
He concluded by expressing gratitude to the donors who had
assisted Uganda.
The delegate of New Zealand thought that the principle of zero growth
had been universally adopted and his delegation could accept an overall total
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of up to US $79 million. However, he drew attention to the fact that the
1984-1987 budget showed an increase of US $10 million over the last financial
period and did not propose any decrease in staff at a time when national
Meteorological Services had had to reduce staff and absorb inflationary costs.
He joined other speakers in urging continuation of WWW, but if it were
to be a viable project other activities would have to be reviewed to see where
savings could be effected. Administrative costs and Secretariat staff numbers
should be scrutinized carefully and the hidden cost of the infrastructure
involved in increasing policy-making bodies and activities would have to be
taken into account.
Finally, he agreed with the delegate of Australia that WMO should
review its contribution to WCRP. It was important to bear in mind that, while
governments funded organizations such as ICSU, if they were not willing to
make a direct contribution, WMO should not appear to fund some activities from
another source.
8.

Regional activities - Reports of presidents of regional associations
(Agenda item 3.6.1) (Cg-IX/Docs. 77, 48, 70, 66, 66 CORR. 1, 49 and 76)

The President said that the regional associations fulfilled one of the
most important functions in WMO and he had been pleased to note that during
his term of office there had been an increasing amount of regional activity.
8.1

ge£o£t_by ~h~ £r~sid~n~
(Cg-IX/Doc. 77)

Qf_R~gio~a! ~s~oQi~tio~ !

lAfric~)

The president of Regional Association I introduced the report of his
Regional Association, highlighting the increase in membership, the activities
of the working groups and the eighth session in Cairo. It was satisfying to
note that regional education and training activities had increased; on the
other hand, the resources available under the various technical co-operation
schemes had not proved sufficient to cater for the needs of countries in the
Region.
One major achievement had been the transfer of the Regional Office
for Africa to the Region.
He requested Congress to study carefully the action proposed in the
report and hoped that it would take positive decisions thereon.
Finally, he expressed the Regional Association I s appreciation to the
former presidents of the Association, in particular Mr. A. C. Abayomi.
He
expressed his gratitude to Members who had hosted meetings and to all those
who had assisted him in carrying out his task, in particular the SecretaryGeneral and his staff.
8.2

ge£o£t_by ~h~ £r~sid~n~
(Cg-IX/Doc. 48)

Qf_R~gio~a! ~s~oQi~tio~ !I_(~sial

The acting president of Regional Association II said that his report
showed that activities under WWW received close attention from Members. He
added that the problem of the unsatisfactory collection of AIREP reports mentioned under paragraph 21 had also been taken up with ICAO.
Every effort was being made to hold the 1984 session of the Association in the Asian Region but the high cost of providing technical facilities
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prevented many countries from acting as host and he therefore urged WMO to
allocate the necessary funds to assist the host country.
With regard to the
future location of the Regional Office, he thought that it could either continue to be at ~7MO Headquarters as at present or could be established in a
host country in the Region.
He concluded by thanking the Secretary-General and Members for their
support.

8.3

geEo£t_by ih~ Qr~sid~ni 2f_R~gio~a! ~s~o~i~tio~ III lS2uth_~e£i~al
(Cg-IX/Doc. 70)

The President of Regional Association Ill, introducing his report,
informed Congress that the Working Group on Telecommunications should be
included in paragraph 6 together with the name of Mr. Goldbrunner.
He emphasized that the financial-difficulties experienced by Members had impeded
activities under WWW and he appealed for increased support from VCP.
Wi th regard to telecommunications, despite the implementation of new
links, the availability of data in the centres was lower than expected.
If marine meteorological services in the Region were to develop, the
following problems would have to be overcome: lack of data in zones where
there was little navigation; lack of access to new systems -(INMARSAT/ARGOS);
scant participation in BATHY/TESAC; establishment of additional stations;
recruitment of additional voluntary observing ships; and improved training.
He laid emphasis on the difficulties inherent in quality control and
stressed the importance of ISS.
Outlining activities under WCP, he drew
particular attention to the Climatic Atlas o£ South America.
Considerable
progress had been made under the Hydrology and Water Resources Programme,
despite institutional and financial difficulties, and Members had given strong
support to the Research and Development Programme, but it was necessary to
develop further research activities in the Region.
He concluded by drawing attention to Recommendation 1
annexed to the report.

8.4

(VIII-RA III)

geQo£t_by ih~ Qr~sid~ni 2f_R~gio~a! ~s~o~i~tio~ !V_(~o£t~ and ge~t£a!
~~ric~) (Cg-IX/Docs. 66 and 66 CORR. 1)

The vice-Qresident of Regional Association IV, introducing the report
by the president of Regional Association IV, said that in paragraph 2 the
figure should be amended to read "three" since Belize had joined the Association.
The total number of Members thus became 23.
I t was hoped that St.
Lucia would also join the Association in the near future.
The Region was a very varied one comprising both highly sophisticated
and rudimentary Meteorological Services. The report was self-explanatory and
he wished merely to stress the increased importance of the space-based
systems.
In general, telecommunications had improved while WCP activities had
increased and the Programme showed every indication of making an important
impact in the area in its various fields. Activity in hydrology was strong in
the Region, while the activities of the RA IV Hurricane Committee had produced
good operational results.
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With regard to the Regional Office, he strongly recommended that at
least two new staff members be recruited, one an expert in the field of telecommunications and the other in hydrology, together with the appropriate
budgetary provisions.
He took the opportunity to thank the Government of Paraguay for having
hosted the Regional Office during the eighth financial period and expressed
gratitude to Members for their invaluable support.
8.5

geEo£t_by ih~ Er~sid~ni Qf_R~gioga! ~s~o~i~tiog V iSQuih=W~si ~a~iii~)
eCg-IX/Doc. 49)
The president of Regional Association V introduced his report.

Under

WWW, he announced that all the planned circuits had been established, includ-

ing the new Manila-Singapore circuit which was operational.
Although the
slight decrease in upper-air observations did not give cause for satisfaction,
it was his view that, in a period of financial stringency, it nevertheless
reflected Members I efforts to ensure that the activities of the national
Meteorological Services at least remained at the current level.
The experience gained from MONEX, in which RA V Members had played an
active role, had resulted in numerous continuing research activities.
Two hundred copies of the Climatological Atlas mentioned in paragraph 39 of the document would shortly be distributed to WMO Members through
the Secretariat and he hoped that WMO would give it wide publicity.
Conferment of the WMO Research Award on Dr. Lim Hock and of the IMO
Prize on Dr. Gibbs, a former Director of the Australian Weather Bureau, had
been two significant events in the Region.
In connection with education and training, he said that in addition to
the Training Centre at the University of the Philippines, Australia had played
an important role in the training of meteorological personnel, not only for
RA V Members but also for Members in other Regions. He hoped that Australia
would continue to provide that valuable service.
Finally, he expressed gratitude to the Secretary-General and his staff
as well as to Members of RA V for their support.
The meeting was
4 May, at 9.30 a.m.
8.6

suspended at

5.40

p.m.

and

resumed

on

Wednesday,

gepo£t_oi ih~ Er~sid~ni Qf_R~gioga! ~s~o~i~tiog ~I_e~u£oEel
eCg-IX/Doc. 76)

The president of Regional Association VI introduced his report.
He
said that the membership of the Association had remained unchanged at 36
Member States.
The eighth session of RA VI had been held in Rome in October
1982. A summary of its decisions would be found in paragraphs 6 and 7 of his
report.
With regard to WWW.oneofthemajoreventshadbeenthelaunching.in
June 1981, of METEOSAT by ESA.
Recognizing the need for geostationary satellites to provide global data coverage, the Association had appealed to its
Members to maintain their satellite systems at their present level to avoid
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gaps in the availability of satellite data.
In connection with Meteorological
Services for marine activities, there was a pressing requirement to provide
training facilities for personnel in the developing countries of the Region in
the eastern Mediterranean.
With regard to aviation meteorology, the World
Area Forecast Centre and the related Regional Area Forecast Centres were ready
to begin operations.
Members had continued to contribute substantially to the WMO research
programmes, including GARP.
Progress was being made with the production of
the Climatic Atlas for Europe.
A survey had revealed that most Members had a satisfactory agrometeorological service, which was indeed in some cases the main raison d'etre
of the national Meteorological Services in the view of the Governments.
However, developing countries in the Region had expressed their need for more
support from WMO in that field.
Members had participated in EMEP and the regional aspects of the HWR
Programme and had expressed their willingness to give priority to WCP provided
they received guidance on their role within WCAP and WCDP.
Members were also
actively involved in WCRP.
Many Members had played an important role in WMO education and
training programmes under both VCP and bilateral arrangements.
He wished to
thank all such Members.
On the other hand, the amount of assistance to
countries in the Region under WMO and particularly under UNDP programmes had
been rather small.
ECE had agreed to give Member States from developing
countries more possibilities of attending seminars and symposia organized by
other regional associations.
The President, in thanking the presidents of the Regional Associations
for their reports, observed that they revealed how much activity at the
regional level was handled through the regional associations.
The delegate of the Dni ted Kingdom reported that at a recent meeting
in Paris, 16 European countries had decided to replace the existing experimental METEOSAT system by a long-term fully operational system.
To that end,
they proposed to build over the period 1987 to 1995 three new satellites
together with the essential components of a fourth satellite for use in an
emergency.
The total cost of the programme would be £220 million. Eighty per
cent of that amount had already been guaranteed and that would be sufficient
to launch the programme.
It was hoped that the balance would shortly be made
available.
There would be a meeting of plenipotentiaries in Geneva in May
1983, at which all participants would be invited to sign the formal agreement.
There might be a short gap between the expiry of the existing METEOSAT
satellites and the launching of the first satellite to be built under the new
programme. It was hoped, however, that it might be minimized by refurbishing
one of the experimental models of the existing satellite and launching it in
1985.
The delegate of India commended the president of RA 11 and the chief
of the Regional Office for an excellent and comprehensive report which also
outlined a constructive approach for future work.
He then went on to provide
some additional information concerning RA 11.
The report did not mention the
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Indian National Geostationary Satellite System (INSAT), perhaps because the
first satellite launched the previous year had failed after one month of
operation. However, that period had been sufficient to test successfully the
ground segment which was now awaiting the launch of a second similar satellite
wi thin three months.
That would enable additional sea areas to be brought
under satellite surveillance and would provide further useful data, especially
for cyclonic storms.
The cut-back in UNDP funding would seriously affect the work of the
WMO/ESCAP Tropical Cyclone Panel, as had become increasingly apparent during
the meeting of the panel held in Dhaka (Bangladesh) in March 1983. His delegation strongly commended to Congress the need to ensure adequate funding to
the panel, at least for its current activities.
His delegation fully endorsed the view that holding an RA II session
within the Region would greatly benefit Members.
Factors which seemed to
obstruct such a session were the non-availability of physical facilities,
financial support and other issues including political matters. Co-ordination
by WMO could perhaps help to find acceptable solutions.
The delegate of the People's Republic of China said that his country
had co-operated in the long-term planning for the next ten years and had
participated in WMO activities to promote international meteorology.
In the
same spirit of co-operation, his delegation was prepared to discuss the tasks
facing Congress with fellow Member States, particularly the developing
countries.
He commended the valuable work done over the preceding four years by
the current and former presidents of RA 11 and by the Director of the Regional
Office.
RA 11 covered a vast, densely populated area. The Region offered a
challenging task to meteorologists as the weather pattern was complicated and
prone to violent disturbances.
He hoped that RA 11 would adopt a positive attitude towards organizing
activities related to the implementation of WWW and to education and training. Regional co-operation should play a more important role. It was also to
be hoped that an RA 11 session would be convened and he trusted that Congress
would be convened and he trusted that Congress would give favourable consideration to the request for financial support for that purpose.
The delegate of Japan announced that his country would launch geostationary meteorological satellite No. 3 in 1984.
Japan was according the
highest priority to the satellite programme in connection with the GOS under
WWW.
There would consequently be no break in satellite observation although
the national Meteorological Service was sUffering from budget and staff cuts.
The delegate of Viet Nam said that his Government was fully aware of
the importance of meteorological studies. After the country's complete liberation in 1975, it had made every effort to rebuild and improve the Service and
to make the best use of bilateral and regional co-operation and assistance
within the framework of WMO.
There had been co-operation with the neighbouring countries of Laos
and Cambodia with regard to the training of administrative and technical
personnel and the sharing of experience about the rebuilding and extension of
networks of meteorological stations. A joint seminar had been held in Ho Chi
Minh City in December 1982.
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Viet Nam was pursuing with the other countries in South-east Asia, in
meteorology, as in other fields, a policy of bilateral and regional cooperation aimed at making the region an area of peace and stability. Vietnamese experts had participated in a number of regional meteorological meetings and in the work of the Secretariat of the Mekong Basin Authority.
Viet Nam had approached Thailand with a view to establishing a direct telecommunications link between Hanoi, the national data transmission centre, and
the regional centre at Bangkok, to facilitate Viet Nam's participation in
WWW. He hoped that with the assistance of WMO the two countries would shortly
reach agreement.
In implementation of the recommendations of Eighth Congress, Vi et Nam
had strengthened the network of observation stations.
In particular, it had
established a station on the Vietnamese Archipelago of Truong Sa which transmitted information four times a day in an area of intense air and shipping
activity.
Viet Nam was actively participating in the TOPEX programme under the
ESCAP/WMO Typhoon Committee.
In March 1980, Viet Nam and the U.S.S.R. had
signed a bilateral agreement of co-operation to study tropical meteorology and
typhoons and a joint laboratory had been set up in Hanoi with appropriate
data-collecting equipment on aircraft and s_hips so that national study programmes and international co-operation might be successfully discharged.
Viet Nam had also established a national HOMS centre in Hanoi and had
recently agreed to set up an environmental monitoring station.
Viet Nam recognized the need for WMO assistance with regard to technical equipment and training for the national Meteorological Service.
At
previous Congresses, it had submitted requests for assistance which had been
fully or partly met.
On 23 March 1983, Vi et Nam had organ1zed a World Meteorological Day in
response to the appeal by WMO. The mass media had given considerable coverage
to WMO's activities and to the part played by the national Meteorological
Service in giving early warning of natural disasters and in assisting agriculture.
In conclusion, he thanked WMO and friendly countries for their generous assistance to the national Meteorological Service and hoped that it would
continue.
In its turn, Viet Nam would co-operate to the utmost in achieving
WMO's objectives.

The meeting rose at 10.20 a.m.

MINUTES OF THE FOURTH PLENARY MEETING
6 May 1983 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.35 a.m.

9.

Opening of the session (continued) (Agenda item 1.1)
§p~e~h_by ~r~ E._M~l~kQu~ QiEe~tQr~~n~r~l_of~h~~g~n~y_fQr_Air_S~f~ty

in Africa

~nQ ~aQaga~c~r_(~S~C~Al

Mr. Malekou said that his Organization was grateful to WMO for having
paid tribute to the important role it had played in the WAMEX Experiment. The
A centre for IIb-level data had functioned satisfactorily.
SYNOP and TEMP
data had been collected, checked and stored on tapes and they currently formed
an integral part of the IIb-level data at the FGGE centres in Moscow and
Washington.
Copies of the tapes were available to researchers in Africa and
elsewhere under the most favourable conditions.
WWW was essential to the meteorological component of ASECNA' s work and
in implementing the Programme in its Member countries ASECNA made use of the
latest technology. Although it was primarily concerned with air navigation,
ASECNA had always co-operated in meteorological development in Member
countries by providing them with up-to-date equipment since modern technology
enabled data to be obtained with greater speed and accuracy. Turning to the
question of satellite pictures, he said that ASECNA had set up its first
station at Dakar in 1968 to receive pictures from the ESSA polar-orbiting
satellite and subsequently another station had been established at Brazzaville
in 1971.
A series of APT stations had been set up and equipped with WEFAX
equipment, thus permitting pictures to be received from METEOSAT.
At present
there were 13 stations receiving information, in particular from NOAA~7 and
METEOSAT-2, and in the near future they would all be equipped to receive
information from METEOR polar-orbiting satellites.
Ten stations were equipped with automatic meteorological observation
systems for airports which measured the wind at ground levd, wet and dry
temperatures, low cloud height, visibility and pressure.
Referring to the
problem of the detection of dangerous phenomena (for example, line-squalls or
storms), he said that ASECNA's scanning radars were being renewed and modernized with up-to-date equipment. Abidjan, Bangui, Libreville and Antananarivo
already had 5 cm radars and Bamako, Brazzaville, Dakar, - Dou,ala and .Lome would
receive equipment of the same type in 1984. - Thirteen stations were equipped
with the latest radarwind equipment and radiosounding was automatic in all the
stations.
At its Dakar headquarters, ASECNA- had a computer centre which inter
alia contained a meteorological data bank the contribution of which had been
invaluable in carrying out the WAMEX Experiment, and at· present it enabled
ASECNA to participate in the WACLIM project.
ASECNA's human and material potential was available to Member
countries and to the international community for meteorological assistance in
other activities essential to the economic and social development of the
region.
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ASECNA had participated in the AGRHYMET programme to combat drought in
the Sahel and had made available training facilities at the civil aviation
training centre in Niamey (EAMAC). Elaboration of the principles for collaboration between ASECNA and the AGRHYMET project would enable those responsible
for ASECNA in the countries concerned to contribute towards implementation of
the project in the field. The project was in its operational phase and ASECNA
and WMO had brought the protocol of agreement up to date so as to strengthen
co-operation between ASECNA and the AGRHYMET centre.
I t would be seen that, in addition to its role in improving airnavigation safety, ASECNA could render services to Member countries and other
African countries in all sectors in which meteorology played a role.

10.

Report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.5) (Cg-IX/PINK

1)

The President introduced the first report of the Credentials Committee, pointing out that the committee had met as early as possible and that it
would meet again before 11 May to consider credentials not available at its
first meeting.
The delegate of Pakistan said that his delegation reserved its position regarding the credentials of Afghanistan for reasons already stated at
the General Assembly of the United Nations.
The first report of the Credentials Committee,· contained J.n Document
Cg-IX/PINK 1, was adopted.
The meeting rose at 9.35 a.m.

MINUTES OF THE FIFTH PLENARY MEETING
11 May 1983 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.45 a.m.
The President informed Congress of the death of Dr. Francis W.
Reichelderfer at Washington, D.e. on 26 January 1983. Dr. Reichelderfer had
been Chief of the United States Weather Bureau for 36 years and had arranged
the Conference of Directors at Washington in 1947 at which the WMO Convention
had been elaborated. He had been the first President of WMO and had remained
a member of the Executive Committee until his retirement in 1963.
Congress observed a minute's silence in memory of Dr. Reichelderfer.
11..

Report of the Credentials Comini ttee (continued) (Agenda item 1. 5)
(Cg-IX/PINK 4)

The· chairman of the Credentials Committee introduced the second report
and stated that the credentials of two additional delegations, namely, the
delegations of Iraq and Bangladesh, had been accepted, making a total of 131
countries and four territories.
The second report of the Credentials Committee was adopted.
12..

Questions concerning the Convention (Agenda item 10.'1) (Cg--'IxipINK 3)

The President called· upon the Secretary~General to
procedure to be followed for amendments to the Convention.

explain

the

The Secretary-General said that under Article 28 a two-thirds majority
of all Members which were States was required; therefore, since the number of
Member countries was 152, any a~endment would have to be adopted by 102 votes.
The President asked whether Congress wished to adopt draft Resolution
10.1/1 (Cg-IX) contained in Appendix B.

The delegate of Tunisia pointed out that the date would have to be
inserted in the last line of the resolution.
The President replied that the date of 11 May 1983 should be inserted.
Draft Resolution' 10.111 (Cg'-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 3, was adopted unanimously.
The delegate of France requested that the number of Members present
and entitled to vote be recorded in the report.
The delegate of Norway proposed that. the last two lines of paragraph
10.1.1 of Appendix A be amended to read " ... more representative of the
Organization as a whole", because regional associations as such were not
r.epresented on the Executive Committee.
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The delegate of the Ivory Coast emphasized that the text of Appendix A
should be in conformity with that of Resolution 10.1/1 (Cg-IX).
The Second Vice-President said that, in adopting Appendix B before
Appendix A, it was important to ensure that they were not contradictory.
The amendment to paragraph 10.1.1 proposed by the delegation of Norway
was adopted.
The delegate of Norway said that the last line of paragraph 10.1.2 was
misleading and, in order to be in conformity with Appendix B, it should be
amended to read " ... better representation of the various regions."
The delegate of Oman asked for clarification since the Convention did
not specify what was meant by regions.
The delegate of Norway replied that members of different regions
participated in the Executive Committee in their personal capacity and they
did not represent regional associations on the Committee.
The President pointed out that on page 81 of the General Regulations
there was a diagram showing the Regions.
The delegate of Spain, replying to the delegate of Oman, said that
Article 18 (a) of the Convention mentioned " ... the Region" and Article 13
(c)( ii) also referred to "Region". There was no doubt that the Region was a
legal entity recognized by WMO.
The delegate of Israel pointed out that if the Norwegian amendment
were adopted, the last word in the second preambular paragraph of Resolution 10.111 (Cg-IX) would have to be amended to read "regions" without a
capital letter.
The amendment to paragraph 10.1.2 proposed by the delegation of Norway
was adopted.
The delegate of Uruguay said that sub-paragraph 10.1.3 (a) of the
Spanish text was not in conformity with the English text and should be amended
to read " ... Directors of Meteorological or Hydrometeorological Services ... ".
The delegate of France said that paragraph 10.1.4 should be amended to
include the number of Member countries present.
The amendment to paragraph 10.1.4 proposed by the delegation of France
was adopted.
The delegate of Colombia, referring to paragraph 10.1.6, expressed the
view that there should be better geographical distribution of seats on the
Executive Committee.
The President explained that paragraph 10.1. 6 did not seek to change
the present system and if the delegation of Colombia wanted to do so the question would have to be taken up in committee.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 3, as amended, was approved.

contained in
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The delegate of Syria said that the presidents of th~ regional associations had agreed to the following regional distribution up until Tenth
Congress, including the President of the Organization, the Vice-Presidents and
the presidents of the regional associations:

13.

Regional Association I

Nine Members

Regional Association H

Six Members

Regional Association HI

Four Members

Regional Association IV

Five Members

Regional Association V

Thr~e

Regional Association VI

Nine Members

Members

Appointment of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 11.3) (Cg-IX/PINK 2)

The President said that he had received the candidatures of
Mr. G.. O. P. Obasi and Mr. A. C. Wiin-Nielsen for the post of SecretaryGeneral.
At the request of the President, the Deputy Secretary~eneral read out
General Regulation 192, which governs the appointment of the Secretary-General.
The Permanent Repres~ntative of Nigeria to' the United Nations underlined the importance of the post of Secretary-General , which called for outstanding qualities of leadership and expertise.
The Federal Government of
Nigeria believed that Mr. G. O. P. Obasi, who was at present Director of the
Education and Training Department in WMO, had the necessary scientific and
administrative qualities and it had the honour to submit his candidature.
The delegate of Australia stated that if the policies <;letermined by
Congress were to be implemented effectively WMO required an efficient Secretariat headed by a Secretary-General with the requisite qualities of leadership. He believed that the period since Eighth Congress had shown the wisdom
of the choice made and he urged delegations to think very carefully 'before
making any changes that would affect future work.
The Permanent Representative of. Denmark to the United Nations said
that the Danish Government had the honour to propose the candidature of Mr .
. Wiin-Nielsen because it believed that it was vital for the Organization that
Mr. Wiin-Nielsen be permitted to continue the task he had commenced.
The President invited the delegates of Brazil and Japan to act as
telle,rs and the delegates of Jamaica and Papua New Guinea to act as assistant
tellers. He suggested that the tellers should count the votes in the pr-esence
of Congress.
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A vote was taken by secret ballot.
Number of ballot papers:
Invalid ballots:
Number of valid ballots:
Abstentions:
Number of Members voting:
Required majority:
Number of votes obtained:
Mr. G. O. P. Obasi
Mr. A. C. Wiin-Nielsen

122

o
122
3
119

80
72

47

The President announced that the candidate who had received
greater number of votes had not obtained the required two-thirds majority.

the

The delegate of Egypt, seconded by the. delegate of l{enya, proposed
that Mr. G. O. P. Obasi, the preferred candidate in the. ballot, should be
appointed Secretary-General.
The delegates of Ethiopia, Iraq, Senegal, Cuba, Sudan, Uganda, India,
Afghanistan, Kuwait, Viet Nam, Tunisia, China, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Jamaica,
Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Maldives, Nicaragua and Botswana spoke in favour of the
proposal.
At the request of the delegate of France, seconded by the delegate of
Belgium, the vote was taken by secret ballot.
Number of ballot papers:
Invalid ballots:
Number of valid ballots:
Abstentions:
Number of Members voting:
Required majority:
In favour of the proposal:
Against the proposal:
Having obtained the

125

o
125

10
115
77

79
36

required two-thirds majority,

the proposal

was

adopted.
Mr. G. O. P. Obasi was declared Secretary-General elect for the ninth
financial period.
Mr. Obasi thanked Congress for giVing him the opportunity to be of
further service to WMO.
He recognized with humility the inunense responsibility he would be undertaking as Secretary-General to ensure that the Organization provided dedicated service to all Member States. In assuming office,
he belonged to all countries, continents and races.
In a rapidly changing world situation, WMO- could expect to face new
challenges which he was confident would spur it on to greater heights and to
increased creativity in responding to demands. It would also help individual
Members to do likewise. Assisted by the wisdom of Congress, the advice of the
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Executive Conunittee and the support of Member States, everyone could look
forward with enthusiasm to fruitful co-operation in achieving the objectives
of the Organization.
He pledged himself to co-operation and service.
Congress had made a historic decision.
Mr. Wiin-Nielsen said that once again the very democratic procedures
for selecting a Secretary-General had made it possible for Congress to decide
upon an incumbent for the following financial period.
He congratulated
Mr. Obasi on his appointment and expressed the hope that the latter would
derive considerable enjoyment from his term of office, as he himself had done.
During his own term of office, he had visited many Members, including
the largest and the smallest, in all climatic zones. He was grateful for the
kindness and hospitality with which he had been everywhere received.
It had heen a pleasure to serve one of the more efficient and hard~
working of the United Nations specialized agencies. He hoped WMO would continue to be as highly ranked as the evidence showed it currently was.
WMO had a dedicated staff.
He greatly appreciated having had the
opportunity to work with it, collectively and individually. He also wished to
thank the members of the Executive Conunittee, particularly the President, with
whom he had worked closely and happily.
In conclusion, he expressed his best
wishes to WMO and the Secretariat.
The delegate of Nigeria described the election of Mr. Obasi as a great
landmark. He took pleasure in the honour to his country.
The Permanent Representative of Nigeria to the United Nations
expressed his profound gratitude for the honour done to one of Nigeria's most
distinguished sons.
Support for Mr. Obasi I s election had come from all
quarters.
He would not be the servant of Nigeria or· Africa but of the whole
world.
The delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics said, that the
election of Mr. Obasi was the best proof of the concern of Member States that
the Organization and Secretariat should perform constructive work.
He was
confident that the Secretary-General elect would do everything within his
power to improve the work of the Secretariat and hence that of the Organization, which was dedicated to the well-being of all its Member States.
The delegate of Australia warmly congratulated Mr. Obasi on his election and pledged his delegation's full support to meet the difficult challenges which would arise in the exciting time ahead.
The delegate of Viet Nam said th<;lt Mr. Obasi had worked very hard for
WMO, particularly in education i:md training matters.
He was convinced that
under Mr. Obasi's leadership; the Secretariat would make a valuable contribution to the work of the Organization, and in particular to the Exec\ltive
Conunittee.
He hoped WMO would strengthen its scientific and technical cooperation with developing countries. At the same time, he wished to thank Mr.
Wiin-Nielsen, an eminent scientist, for his conunendable efforts.
The delegate of the United· States of America recalled that Mr. Obasi
had studied in the United States.
His delegation looked forward to working
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constructively with Mr. Obasi on the problems confronting the Organization and
on advancing its major programmes. He congratulated Mr. Wiin-Nielsen on the
fine job he had done.
The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran expressed his delegation I s satisfaction at the election of Mr. Obasi. It was a wise decision on
the part of Congress to appoint a renowned and experienced scientist from a
developing country.
He hoped that the Organization would devote greater
attention to providing a comprehensive technical co-operation programme, in
addi tion to a viable education and training programme so that developing
countries could play an effective part in current programmes and in long-term
planning.
The delegate of Oman expressed his appreciation of the appointment of
Mr. Obasi, who was familiar with the requirements of developing countries. He
would repeat his request that the allocation to training and education should
be increased. That was a fundamental issue in increasing the effectiveness of
WMO's activities at the regional and local levels. Mr. Obasi had performed a
very commendable task in that field. At the same time, the work of the outgoing Secretary-General was fully appreciated by everyone.
The delegate of the United Kingdom offered his delegation's
lations and good wishes to Mr. Obasi in his important task. He also
thank Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for the great work he had achieved over the
four years.
He was confident that Mr. Wiin-Nielsen would continue
outstanding figure in world meteorology.

congratuwished to
preceding
to be an

The delegate of Tanzania said that Mr. Obasi had devoted considerable
efforts to raising the status of meteorology, particularly in developing
countries. As Secretary-General, Mr. Obasi would no doubt enhance it still
further. He also wished to thank Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for his excellent work.
The
delegate of Dominica
expressed his heartfelt
thanks
to
Mr. Wiin-Nielsen in the performance of what would continue to be an exacting
job. In congratulating Mr. Obasi, he said that too much should not be made of
the fact that the latter came from a developing country. It had been rightly
observed that Mr. Obasi now belonged to the world.
The delegate of Peru said that he trusted in Mr. Obasi's capacity to
assist all the countries in the world in the same way. He wished to thank the
outgoing Secretary-General for the help he had extended to Member States.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia wished Mr. Obasi every· success. He also
thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for the valuable help he had provided during his term
of office.
The delegate of Jordan, speaking also on behalf of the Arab Permanent
Committee for Meteorology, congratulated Mr. Obasi on his election to a very
sensitive and important position. He felt that it was the beginning of a new
path for everyone. He also wished to thank Mr. Wiin-Nielsen: he hoped that
the latter's high scientific qualifications would continue to make a contribution to the work of the Organization.
The delegate of Ethiopia said that, in electing Mr. Obasi, Congress
had made a wise decision at a critical juncture. A confrontation between
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groups and regions, which was quite alien to the Organization, had begun to be
discernible. He would appeal to all to work together to restore the Organization's tradition of true international co-operation. He hoped that the Secretariat would work harmoniously with the Secretary-General elect and that the
developed. world would continue and increase its assistance to developing
countries.
He also wished to pay tribute to the service rendered to WMO by
Mr. Wiin-Nielsen and to wish him every success in the future.
The delegate of Spain expressed his satisfaction at Mr. Obasi's election.
The delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany wished Mr. Obasi
health, strength and wisdom in performing his duties.
He pledged his delegation's assistance when it was needed. He warmly thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen and
expressed his delegation's willingness to work with him and benefit from his
vast experience.
The delegate of France
paid tribute to the excellent
impetus to WMO's activities and
organizations. He proposed that
outgoing Secretary-General.

congratulated Mr. Obasi on his election.
He
work of Mr. Wiin-Nielsen who had given an
increased its importance in relation to other
Congress should pass a vote of thanks to the

The delegate of Maldives assured Mr. Obasi of his full co-operation.
He also expressed his appreciation of
the
excellent
work
done
by
Mr. Wiin-Nielsen.
The delegate of Pakistan joined previous speakers in congratulating
Mr. Obasi and wishing him success~ He also thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for his
wonderful work.
The delegate of Kuwait expressed his thanks to Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for
his contribution to the Organization.
He congratulated Mr. Obasi and prayed
that the latter might be given strength to bear his responsibilities.
The delegate of the German Democratic Republic hoped that in his new
capacity Mr. Obasi would continue his successful work to the benefit of the
Organization.
The latter could rely on the co-operation of the German
Democratic Republic.
At the same time, he wished to thank Mr. Wiin-Nielsen
for his valuable services to WMO and its Members.
The delegate of Colombia expressed satisfaction at the election of
Mr. Obasi. His brilliant services to date were a guarantee of his successful
tenure of office as Secretary-General.
He thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for his
scientific assistance to Member States.
The delegate of Uganda said that, although it had been stated that
Mr. Obasi belonged to the Organization, and not to a developing country or to
Africa, he had indeed come from these groups.
Developing countries were
making an increasing contribution to international co-operation in meteorology. The election of Mr. Obasi was no, reflection on Mr. Wiin-Nielsen, who
had done a very good job.
The delegate ·of the Dominican Republic said that in congratulating
Mr. ObasL he wished also to congratulate Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for his conunendable
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work on behalf of Latin America and of the whole world. Ninth Congress was a
tribute to Mr. Wiin-Nielsen s labours. Congress had made a good choice for
his successor.
I

The delegate of Tunisia congratulated Mr. Obasi on his election and
thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for his work.
The delegate of Botswana congratulated Mr. Obasi on his election to a
challenging job which required great determination.
She also wished to
congratulate Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for his outstanding contribution to WMO which
would long be remembered.
The delegate
Secretaries-General.

of Uruguay congratulated both the present and future

The delegate of Brazil thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for his exceptional
work during his term as Secretary-General. He also congratulated Mr. Obasi on
his election. He was confident that the latter would do a good job and extend
every assistance to developing countries. .
The delegate of Egypt expressed his satisfaction that the spirit of
fraternity and love which had long reigned over WMO continued to prevail. He
was convinced it would do so under Mr. Obasi. He thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for
his commendable efforts.
The delegate of Cameroon joined previous speakers in warmly congratulating Mr. Obasi, whom he had known for many years. He also thanked Mr.
Wiin-Nielsen for his loyal services to all Member States.
The delegate of Senegal said he was personally acquainted with
Mr. Obasi's many fine qualities.
He assured him of his support. He also
thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for the re suI ts achieved over the preceding four
years.
The delegate of India heartily congratulated Mr. Obasi on his election
and
expressed
his
appreciation
of
the
commendable
work
done
by
Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for WMO and international meteorology.
The delegate of Afghanistan said that Mr. Obasi had been known to
Members of WMO for 18 years as an able administrator and scientist. He wished
to draw the attention of the Secretary-General elect to the fact that, in
spite of progress in the application of meteorology to social needs, special
efforts were still required in the fields of professional training and agromefeorology. He paid tribute to the great· work which Mr. Wiin-Nielsen had
done for WMO.
The delegate of Turkey warmly congratulated Mr. Obasi and wished him
every success. He also thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for his valuable work.
The delegate of Argentina joined previous speakers in expressing his
support to Mr. Obasi. He thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for the assistance he had
given to Argentina and to Latin America over the preceding four years.
The delegate of Austria congratulated Mr. Obasi on his election and
thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielsen for his outstanding work.
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The President recalled that he had worked closely and happily with
Mr. Wiin-Nielsen, to whom he extended his best wishes for the future.
He
looked forward to Mr. Obasi's services to the Organization. He congratulated
Congress on its handling of the agenda item, consideration of which had been
completed.

The meeting rose at 1.50 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE SIXTH PLENARY MEETING
13 May 1983 at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting was called
Vice-President in the chair.
14.

to

order

at

2.40

p.m.

with

First

Revision of the General Regulations (Agenda item 10.2) (Cg-IX/PINK 9)

The First Vice-President announced that consideration
item 10.2 would be deferred until the next plenary meeting.
15.

the

of

agenda

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Organization
(Agenda item 11.1) (Cg-IX/PINKs 6 and 7)

The chairman of
the Nomination Committee
introduced Document
Cg-IX/PINK 6.
The committee had submitted the name of one candidate for the
office· of President of the Organization - Mr. Kintanar of Region V.
He
proposed that the President should declare Mr. Kintanar elected.
At the request of the Vice-President, the Secretary-General read out
Article ll(b) of the Convention and General Regulations 79 and 81 relating to
the relevant election procedure.
The Vice-President inquired whether there were any other nominations
for the office of President. in accordance with General Regulation 78.
There being no other nomination, Mr. Kintanar was declared re-elected
as President for the ninth financial period.
Mr. Kintanar thanked Congress for his re-election which bestowed great
honour both on himself and on his country.
He looked forward to working in
close collaboration with the three Vice-Presidents as he had done during his
first term of office.
During that period, the Secretary-General and the
Secretariat had also provided him with unfailing and invaluable assistance.
In particular, he wished to thank Mr. Wiin-Nielsen, who had shown exceptional
dedication and aptitude in carrying out his functions as Secretary-General.
Meteorology and operational hydrology had made considerable scientific and
technical advances over recent years and it had been necessary to adapt the
Organization and the Secretariat to those unprecedented developments.
The
preceding financial period had therefore been characterized by change.
He
congratulated the Secretary-uc:;neral on the way in which he had streamlined
traditional practices to meet the new challenges. The positive efforts of the
Secretary-General would benefit both individual Members and the Organization
as a whole in future years.
The
delegates of Australia, Bahrain, Botswana, Brazil, Burma,
Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominica, ~ , Ethiopia, France, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Guatemala, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Ivory Coast,
Japan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Morocco, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Togo,

52

SIXTH PLENARY MEETING

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, United Republic of
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay,
Venezuela and Viet Nam and the Observer for the Palestine Liberation
Organization congratulated Mr. Kintanar on his well-deserved re-election as
President and wished him every success in his further term of office.
Mr. Kintanar took the chair.

The
chairman of the Nomination Committee,
introducing Document
Cg-IX/PIN'K 7, said that the committee had ensured that the candidatures for
the offices of First, Second and Third Vice-Presidents of the Organization
were in conformity with WMO practice . . He thanked the members of the committee
for the work they had done and the Secretary-General for the assistance he had
given.
The delegate of France requested that her intervention be reproduced
in extenso. Her delegation was not opposed to the election, but it considered
that the WMO Convention did not differentiate among the three Vice-Presidents
of the Organization.
The Vice-Presidency was a single unique office, all
categories being the same.
Only the office of President of the Organization
constituted a different function.
Her delegation therefore wished to state
that the election could in no way constitute a precedent and, in its view, it
was contrary to the letter of theWMO Convention.
Even if the provisions of
the General Regulations were not explicit on the point, the election of the
same person to a Vice-Presidency for more than two consecutive terms was
totally contrary to the spirit of those who had drawn up the Convention.
Her delegation did not wish to open a debate on the question at that
particular stage, but it wished to inform Congress that it would in the future
oppose any wide interpretation of the text of the General Regulations with
regard to the duration of the terms of office of the Vice-Presidents.
The delegate of Egypt also requested that his statement should be
recorded in extenso in the minutes.
He expressed astonishment that the subject had been raised at that particular moment and hoped that the aim was not
to influence the election procedures.
He did not concur with the view expressed in the statement which the French delegation had requested to be
recorded in the Minutes of the meeting because there was absolutely no doubt
that:
(a)

Regulation 11 of the General Regulations of WMO allowed the election of anyone of the three Vice-Presidents, after two successive terms of occupying that office, to occupy another office of
the other Vice-Presidents; i. e., the third Vice-President, for
example, after occupying that office for two terms, had the right
to occupy the office of the First or Second Vice-President.

(b)

The above-mentioned Regulation did not contradict the provisions
of the spirit of the Convention or other Regulations, regardless
of whether some delegates might seek to sow seeds of doubt on the
matter.

He would have preferred, as the subject was a source of concern to the
French Delegation, that it be raised under agenda item 11 concerning
amendments to the Convention and the General Regulations - and before the
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meeting - or better still during the deliberations of the Executive Committee
in previous years.
Mr.
Ju.
A.
Izrael
(U.S.S.R.)
Vice-President of the Organization.

was

unanimously

elected

First

Mr. Izrael thanked Congress for the confidence it had shown in
electing him First Vice-President. He assured delegates that he would spare
no effort in furthering the work of WMO in the interests of all Member
countries, in particular, developing countries. He seized the opportunity to
congratulate Mr. Kintanar on his election as President and thanked the
Secretary-General for the help he had been given in the past. He also wished
to express his gratitude to Mr. Abayomi, outgoing First Vice-President, for
having served the Organization so well.
Mr. Zou Jingmeng (China) was unanimously elected Second Vice-President
of the Organization.
Mr. Zou Jingmeng, congratulating Mr. Kintanar on his election as
President, said that he had made an important contribution to the regional and
global activities of WMO.
He congratulated Mr. Izrael on his election as
First Vice-President.
He was grateful for the honour shown both to himself and to China in
electing him Second Vice-President and he thanked Member countries for the
support given to developing countries. He was confident that the co-operation
between WMO and China initiated in 1972 would continue to develop further in
the future.
Mr. J. P. Bruce (Canada) was unanimously elected Third Vice-President
of the Organization.
Mr. Bruce congratulated Mr. Kintanar on his election as President and
Mr. Izrael and Mr. Zou Jingmeng on their elections as First Vice-President and
Second Vice-President respectively.
He expressed appreciation of the support shown by Congress' in electing him Third Vice-President and emphasized
that he had long held WMO in high esteem due to the hard work accomplished by
the Secretariat and by the delegations.
The delegates of Australia, Brazil, Burma, Chile, Colombia, Dominica,
Ethiopia, France, Guatemala, India, Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Lesotho, Maldives,
Mongolia, Nicaragua, Oman, Poland, Togo, Venezuela and Viet Nam and the
Observer for the Palestine Liberation Organization congratulated Mr. Izrael,
Mr. Zou Jingmeng and Mr. Bruce on their elections as First, Second and Third
Vice-Presidents respecti vely and thanked the outgoing Vice-Presidents,
Mr. Abayomi and Mr.Echeves~, for the valuable services they had rendered WMO
during their terms of office.
The First Vice-President, speaking also as the delegate of Nigeria,
congratulated the three Vice-Presidents on their election.
The President joined previous speakers in extending congratulations to
the three Vice-Presidents on their election. He expressed his gratitude to
Mr. Abayomi and Mr. Echeveste for their support during their terms of office.
The meeting rose at 4.20 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
16 May 1983 at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting was called to order at 2.40 p.m.
16.

Report of the Credentials Committee (continued) (Agenda item 1.5)

The chairman of the Credentials Committee said that there had been no
opportunity to convene a meeting of the Credentials Committee.
In accordance with usual procedures, he had checked the credentials of
Cape Verde, Saint Lucia and Zimbabwe and found them to be in order.

17.

Revision of the General Regulations (continued) (Agenda item 10.2)
(Cg-IX/PINK 9)

The chairman of
considerable discussion
General Regulation 83 to
brief text for inclusion

Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 9.
After
the committee had adopted the simple revision of
be found in Appendix B, while Appendix A contained a
in the general summary.

The revised text of General Regulation 83, contained in Appendix B to
Document Cg-IX/PINK 9, was approved without comment.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 9, was approved without comment.

18.

Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 11.2)
(Cg-IX/PINK 10 REV. 1)

The chairman of the Nomination Committee,
introducing Document
Cg-IX/PINK 10 REV. 1, informed Congress that Mr. F. Bermudez Gomez (Colombia)
had withdrawn his candidature.
He emphasized that the committee had made
every effort to ensure equitable geographical distribution of candidatures.
The Secretary-General read out the Articles of the Convention and the
General Regulations governing the election of members of the Executive Committee.
The President said that in order to satisfy the requirement in accordance with Article 13 (c) (ii) of the Convention, a first election would be held
to . fill those places on the Executive Committee that had to be filled by
candidates from particular Regions.
The places to be filled were the
following:
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Region
Region
Region
Region
Region
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I
2 places
Il
1 place
III - 2 places
IV
1 place
V
1 place
VI
1 place

He asked the presidents of the regional associations if they had proposals to make in connection with the first stage of the election of Members
of the Executive Committee.
The president of Regional Association I said that all other candidates
from Region I except Mr. A. Bensari (Morocco) and Mr. J. K. Murithi (Kenya)
had withdrawn their candidatures for this first stage of the election.
The
president
of
Regional
Association
11
indicated
that
Mr. S. Suyehiro (Japan) was the only candidate from Region II for this stage
of the election.
The president of Regional Association III put forward the candidatures
of Mr. J. Delmar Correa (Peru) and Mr. C. Padi1ha (Brazil) for this stage.
Similarly, the vice-president of Regional Association IV proposed the
name of Mr. R. E. Hallgren (United States of America).
The president of Regional Association V proposed Mr. J. W.
(Australia) as the only candidate from the Region.

Zillman

The president of Regional Association VI put forward one candidate in
the person of Sir John Mason (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) .
The President said that, in accordance with the Regulation, since
there were only as many candidates as the posts to be filled, Mr. A. Bensari
(Morocco), Mr. J. Delmar Correa <Peru), Mr. R. E. Hallgren (United States of
America), Sir John Mason (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland), Mr. J. K. Murithi (Kenya), Mr. C. Padi1ha (Brazil), Mr. S. Suyehiro
(Japan) and Mr. J. W. Zillman (Australia) were unanimously elected members of
the Executive Committee.
The President invited Congress to elect 18 more members of the Executive Committee from the list of candidates contained in Document Cg-IX/PINK 10
REV. 1.
At the invitation of the President, the delegates of Sweden and the
United Republic of Tanzania acted as tellers and the delegates of Costa Rica
and Mongolia acted as assistant tellers.
A vote was taken by secret ballot.
Number of ballot papers:
Invalid ballots:
Number of valid ballots:
Abstentions:
Required majority:

127
11
116

o
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Number of votes obtained:
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Lingelbach
Das
Badran
Alaimo
Jatila
Labrousse
Simango
Berridge
Nania
Ahialegbedzi
Gonzalez Montoto
Dj igbenou
Gonzalez-Haba Gonzalez
Richter
Seck
Romaih
Mankedi
Adhikary
Noorian

111
110
107
104
104
101
95
94
93
91
91
90
90
90
90

89
88
69
30

Having obtained· the required majority, Messrs. Lingelbach, (Germany,
Federal Republic of), Das (India), Badran (Egypt),· Alaimo (Argentina) , Jatila
(Finland), Labrousse (France), Simango (Zambia), Berridge (British Caribbean
Territories), Nania (Italy), Ahialegbedzi (Togo), Gonzalez Montoto (Cuba),
Djigbenou
(Ivory
Coast),
Gonzalez-Haba
Gonzalez
(Spain),
Richter
(Czechoslovakia), Seck (Senegal), Romaih (Saudi Arabia), Mankedi (Congo) and
Adhikary (Nepal) were' declared elected members of the Executive Committee for
the ninth financial period.
The President congratulated the newly elected members of the Executive
Committee and said that he looked forward to working closely with them.
Messrs. Adhikary (Nepal), Ahialegbedzi (Togo), Alaimo (Argentina),
Badran (Egypt), Bensari (Morocco), Das (India), Delmar Correa
(Peru),
Gonzalez-Haba Gonzalez (Spain), Gonzalez Montoto (Cuba), Hallgren (United
States of America), Jatila (Finland), Labrousse (France), Lingelbach (Germany,
Federal Republic of), Mankedi (Congo), Mason (United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland), Murithi (Kenya), Nania (Italy), Padilha (Brazil),
Richter (Czechoslovakia) Romaih (Saudi Arabia), Seck (Senegal), Simango
(Zambia), Suyehiro (Japan) and Zillman (Australia) expressed their gratitude
for their election to the Executive Committee and promised to serve the
Organization with dedication.
The delegates of Bangl~desh, Burma, China, Maldives, Syrian Arab
Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics congratulated the members
of the Executive Committee on their election and expressed their appreciation
of the work of the' Nomination Committee and its chairman.
The President announced that consideration. of Agenda item 11 had been
concluded.
The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH PLENARY MEETING
23 May 1983 at 9.30 a.m.
The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.
19.

Approval of the Minutes (Agenda item 1.6)

(Cg~IX/MIN.

1, 2, 3, 4)

The President noted that delegations had already had an opportunity to
send in corrections to the minutes which were now before Congress.
In response to an enquiry from the delegate of Australia,
President confirmed that such corrections would be incorporated in
proceedings of Ninth Congress.

the
the

Cg-IX/MIN. 1 and Cg-IX/MIN. 2 were approved.
The delegate of China said that in Cg-IX/MIN. 3, a certain delegation
had again referred to Chinese territory in the South China Sea. When that had
occurred on previous occasions at WMO meetings, his delegation had been compe£led to expound China's principled stand in order to clarify the ~matter. He
would not do so on the present occasion, in order to save time, but he wished
it to be recorded in the minutes that his delegation's previous statements
remained valid.
The delegate of Viet Nam said that he would make a declaration with
regard to the sovereignty of Viet Nam at a later date. He had sent in some
corrections to the minutes which he hoped would be inserted.
The delegate of Senegal said that he would also send in some written
corrections.
The delegate of Iran said that the delegate of Saudi Arabia had made
reference to an unknown place described as "the Gulf". He requested that the
official United Nations terminology for that place should be used.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia observed that ,in WMO , it was customary
to refer to the place as "the Gulf region". It was so described in fact in
two conventions: one to protect the Gulf region against pollution and the
other related to meteorology.
The delegate of Oman requested. that, in his comments on the
consolidated
programme
and
budget,
the
words
"especially
satellite
observations" be inserted at the end of the penultimate sentence, after the
words "commercial considerations".
The· delegate of Afghanistan observed that the last sentence of his own
statement regarding the budget should read "Since.,· 80 per cent of the
population ... ".

Cg-IX/MIN. 3, as amended, was approved.
Cg-IX/MIN. 4 was approved.
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Revision of the General Regulations (Agenda item 10.2) (Cg-IX/PINK 25)

The President announced that Documents Cg-IX/PINKs 16, 17, and 24 were
undergoing revision and would be submitted to Congress at a later date.
The delegate of Canada, speaking as vice-chairman of Committee A,
introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 25, which was the report on a proposal by
several countries with regard to the terms of office of the SecretaryGeneraL
Committee A had reached the conclusion that the matter need not be
taken further.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 25, was approved.

2L

Public Information Programme (Agenda item 5.4) (Cg-IX/PINK 20)

The delegate of Madagascar ,speaking
introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 20.

as

chairman

of

Committee A,

The delegate of Italy proposed that the following sentence should be
added to the end of paragraph 5.4.6 in the appendix to that document:
"Congress also felt that consideration should be given to the
possibility of issuing a list of postage stamps devoted to meteorology
and relatE:!d subj.ects, based on the information provided by Member
countries" .
The amendment was adopted.
The delegate of Peru observed that, in the last line of the Spanish
text of paragraph 5.4.6, the word "popularizar" did not accurately translate
the English phrase "bring to the attention of".
The President said :that the comment of the delegate of. Peru would. be
noted.
The delegate of France proposed. that an additional paragraph should be
added to the text along the lines of paragraph 7.4.8 in the general summary of
. the Abridged Report of Eighth Congress, expressing satisfaction at the proposal to organize at Tenth Congress an exhibition similar to that organized
for Ninth Congress.
The delegates of Senegal and Spain supported the French proposal.
The French amendment was adopted.
The delegate of· Spain noted that the text contained no reference to
the proposal to request the United Nations to declare. a World Meteorological
Year.
Possibly the matter could best be dealt with in a further additional
paragraph - 5.4.8.
He would also request the Secretariat to change the order of .the paragraphs in the text; for example, paragraph _5.4. 5, which contained the only
clear decision made by Congress on the agenda item, mainly. that Resolution 41
(Cg~VIIT)
should be maintained in force, should logically become para-
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graph 5.4.2, and paragraph 5.4.6 would be more suitably placed immediately
after paragraph 5.4.2 since it referred to philatelic activities.
The President said that the Secretariat would be requested to revise
the order of paragraphs.
The delegate of Sweden said that there had been no reaction in Commi ttee A when the subject of instituting a World Meteorological Year had been
raised. He was against such a proposal since it took much time and effort to
organize such a year if it were to have the desired impact.
The President suggested, subject to the agreement of the delegate of
Spain, that the matter might be referred to the Executive Committee to consider its feasibility.
The delegate of Spain concurred.
The delegate of Senegal was in favour of the Spanish proposal and
endorsed its referral to the ,Executive Committee.
The delegate of Bangladesh also supported the idea of holding a World
Meteorological Year, which would help to make the general public, especially
in the developing countries, more aware of the need for meteorological activities.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 20, as amended, was approved.
22.

Publications Programme (Agenda item 5.3) (Cg-IX/PINK 27)

The delegate of Madagascar,
introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 27.

speaking

as

chairman of Committee A,

Draft Resolution 5.3/1 (Cg-IX) and its annex, contained in Appendix B
to that document, were adopted.
The delegate of France proposed that in paragraph 5.3.1 of the text in
Appendix A the last two sentences should be replaced by the following text:
"Their publication in the official languages of the Organization
should be regarded as having priority in or.der to facilitate the
transfer of technology".
The delegate of the United Kingdom, referring to the third sentence of
paragraph 5. 3~6, said that it had been agreed in committee that the reprinting
in a separate volume of interviews with eminent meteorologists which had
appeared in the WMO Bulletin should be at no cost to the Organization. He
therefore proposed that the words "at no cost to the Organization" be added to
the sentence concerned.
The delegate of Spain endorsed the proposed French amendment to paragraph 5.3.1, which he hoped would be widely supported.
The annex to the
resolution which Congress had just adopted made no reference to technical
publications, but they were of great assistance to training centres and other
bodies.
Some directive as to their priority should at least appear in the
general summary.
He also supported the amendment proposed by the United
Kingdom to paragraph 5.3.6. The suggested reprinting was really a luxury.
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The delegate of Cameroon supported the French proposal, which had been
discussed and agreed upon in Committee A. In his view, technical and training
publications should be given the highest priority.
The French and United Kingdom amendments were adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general stunmary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-'IX/PINK 27, as amended, was approved.

23.

contained in

eo-operation with the United Nations and other organizations (Agenda
item 6) (Cg~IX/PINK 8)

The delegate of Canada, speaking as vice-chairman of Committee A,
introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 8. He observed that in paragraph 6.1.5, "the
Meteorological Satellite Programme" should be amended to read "meteorological
satellite activities" since Congress had not established a programme in that
field.
The delegate of the U.S.S.R. proposed that the Research and Development Programme, in which WMO co-operated extensively with other specialized
agencies, should be added to the list in the second sentence of paragraph
6.1.5.
The delegate of Israel proposed the addition of the Agricultural
Meteorology Programme to the list of programmes wherein WMO co-operated with
the UN and its specialized agencies.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia suggested that a reference to the possibility of WMO jointly undertaking a Programme on the Protection of the En,vironment with UNEP should be mentioned either in paragraph 6.1.5 or elsewhere
if that was deemed more appropriate.
The amendments to the second sentence of paragraph 6.1.5.were adopted.
The delegate of Spain proposed that in the last sentence of paragraph
6.1. 5, the words "the Executive Committee and" should be inlilerted between the
words "It invited" and "the Secretary-General". In paragraph 6 .1. 7, in -order
to give greater freedom of action to the Secretary~eneral, the word "maximum"
in the second sentence-should be deleted. The Secretary~enera1 and his staff
should dedicate their efforts primarily to the work of WMOin furthering the
progress of meteorology.
The Spanish amendments were adopted.
The draft - text for inch~sion in the general stunmary, contail1ed in the
_appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 8, as amended, was approved.

24.

Proportional contributions of Members (Agenda item 9'.3)
(Cg-IX/PINKS 5 and 23)

The delegate of Madagascar, speaking as chairman of Committee A.
introduced· Document. Cg-IX/PINK 5, which dealt with the settlement of longoutstanding contributions.

61

EIGHTH PLENARY MEETING

Draft Resolution 9.3/3
Cg-IX/PINK 5, was adopted.

(Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document

The President pointed out that the paragraphs in Appendix A would be
numbered as appropriate when the general summary was edited.
The delegate of Spain proposed that where the word "defaulting" was
used to describe Members with long-outstanding contributions, it should be
replaced by the word "concerned". That would be more elegant and less aggressive. The Spanish word "morosos" had echoes of the penal code.
The delegate of Canada disagreed.
fact that those Members were defaulting.

Congress was concerned about

the

The President asked the delegate of Spain, in view of the importance
of the subject, if he would agree to maintaining the word "defaulting".
The delegate of Spain agreed, but asked that his proposal be recorded
in the minutes.
The draft text for inclusion in the general
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 5, was approved.

summary,

contained

in

The delegate of Madagascar, speaking as chairman of Committee A,
introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 23, which dealt with the proportional contributions of Members.
Draft Resolution 9.3/1
Cg-IX/PINK 23, was adopted.

(Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document

The draft text for inclusion in the general
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 23, was approved.

25.

summary,

contained in

Financial matters (Agenda item 9.2) (Cg-IX/PINKs 22 and 29)

The delegate of Madagascar, speaking as chairman of Committee
introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 22, which dealt with the WMO building.

A,

The delegate of Spain proposed adding, in paragraph 9.2.9, after the
words "took note of", the words "the information provided by· the SecretaryGeneral on", as Congress had not made a spec i f ic study of the procedures of
other international organizations.
That amendI'nentwCl.sadopted.
The delegate of the Netherlands proposed that the first sentence of
paragraph 9.2.10 should be reworded to read, after "accurate forecasting of",
"emergency repairs and the related costs well in advance of the incidence is
not possible, Congress decided that such costs and costs related to major
repairs are to be met from the General Fund within the limits ... ".
The delegate of Jordan and the delegate of Spain supported that amendment.
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The delegate of Senegal also supported that amendment,
whether "Executive Council" was the correct name to use.

but wondered

The President said that the term "Executive Council" should be corrected to read "Executive Committee".
The Netherlands amendment was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 22, was approved as amended.
The delegate of Madagascar, speaking as chairman of Committee A,
introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 29, which concerned the establishment of the
Financial Regulations for the Ninth Financial Period.
The delegate of Spain said that he would not comment on the document,
since neither Appendix B nor the draft text in Appendix A contained any reference to the numbers of the Regulations amended.
The annex to draft Resolution 9.2/1 (Cg~IX), Financial Regulations of
the World Meteorological Organization, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 9.2/1 (Cg-IX), as contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 29, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg~IX/PINK 29, was approved.

contained in

The delegate of Spain expressed a formal reservation as regards subparagraph (d) of Article 8 of the Convention of the World Meteorological
Organization.
26.

Financial Report of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 9.1)
(Cg-IX/PINK 21)

The delegate of Madagascar, speaking as chairman of Committee A,
introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 21, which dealt with the Financial Report of
the Secretary~eneral.
The President pointed out that the tables in Appendix A were given for
information only and would not be included in the general summary.
The delegate of Spain regretted that there would be no brief account
in the general summary of the discussion in Committee A concerning the" drawing
up of the table in Appendix A (submitted for information only to Congress at
the reguestof several delegations) which set "out a statement. of contributions
and advances to the Working Capital Fund outstanding as.at 20 May 1983.
,"

The delegate of Togo" said that the figures
should be updated.

in the table for Togo

The President said that due note would be taken of those comments.
The draft text for inclusion· in the general summary,
Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 21, was approved.

contained in
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Questions concerning the Convention (Agenda item 10.1)
(Cg-IX/PINKs 13 and 14)

The President proposed that discussion of Document Cg-IX/PINK 13 be
postponed until the next plenary meeting.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of Madagascar, speaking as chairman of Committee A,
introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 14, which referred to an amendment to the
English version of Article 14 (f) of the Convention.
The delegate of France enquired whether the requisite number of delegates, namely 102, were present.
The President said that due note would be taken of this enquiry and
the fact that the number had been verified would be recorded in the minutes.
The annex to draft Resolution 10.1/3 (Cg-IX) was adopted.
Draft Resolution 10.1/3 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 14, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 14, was approved.

28.

summary,

contained in

Instruments and methods of observation (Agenda item 3.1.8)
(Cg-IX/PINK 34)

The delegate of Finland, speaking as chairman of Committee B, introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 34.
The delegate of Spain suggested the the word "co-operate", in paragraph 2 (d) of the annex to draft Resolution 3.1.8/1 (Cg~IX), be replaced by a
more suitable word.
The delegate of Senegal suggested the word "co-ordinate".
The delegate of Cameroon agreed with that suggestion.
That suggestion was adopted.
The annex to draft Resolution 3.1.8/1 (Cg-IX) was adoeted as amended.
The delegate of Spain said that, in the draft resolution, the paragraph beginning with the word "INVITES" appeared to be redundant, as the
amended Article 14 of the Convention gave the Executive Committee the authority and duty to establish the work programme of CIMO.
He thought the
paragraph should be deleted.
The delegate of Finland, speaking as chairman of Committee B, said
that it was customary for the president of CIMO to be invited to report to the
Executive Committee.
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The delegate of Jordan protested that it was difficult to keep up with
all the amendments being submitted. He thought that they should first have
been considered at committee level.
The President agreed,
decide on the final- form.

but pointed out that it was for Congress to

The delegate of Canada said that the paragraph concerned was consistent with earlier practice. The president of CIMO would submit his programme
and the Executive Committee would review its progress.
Draft Resolution 3.1.8/1 eCg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 34, was adopted.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia W'ondered whether a reference to ASDARs
could be added at the end of paragraph 3.1.8.6.
The delegate of the United Kingdom said that, while the United Kingdom
was certainly enthusiastic about ASDARs, he felt. it would be more appropriate
to refer to ASDARs at a later stage when discussing the World Weather Watch
Programme.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia said that he could agree to that suggestion.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK34, was approved.

The meeting rose at.11.20 a.m.

contained in

MINUTES OF THE NINTH PLENARY MEETING
24 May at 9.30 a,m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.
29.

Questions concerning the Convention (continued) (Agenda item 10.1)
(Cg-IX/PINKs 13 REV. 1, 15 REV. 1 and 12)

The President proposed that discussion on the item should be deferred
to allow the Secretariat to ensure that the quorum of 102 Members was present.
30.

Revision of the General Regulations (continued) (Agenda item 10.2)
(Cg-IX/PINKs 16 and 17 REV. 1)

The vice-chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINI< 16
concerning the use of Arabic.
The proposed revised texts of Regulations 117 and 119 of the General
Regulations, contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 16, were adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 16, was approved.

contained in

The vice-chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINI<

17

REV. 1.
The proposed revised text for the southern and northern geographical
limits of Region 11 (Asia) and Region V (South-West Pacific) respectively in
Annex II to the General Regulations, contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 17 REV. 1, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 17 REV. 1, was approved.
31.

contained in

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Organization
(continued) (Agenda item 11.1) (Cg-IX/PINK 18 REV. 1)

The President introduced the proposed text on the election of the
President and Vice-Presidents.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 18 REV. 1, was approved.
32.

Conference Programme (Agenda item 5.2) (Cg-IX/PINK 32)

The chairman of Committee A, introducing the proposed text for the
general summary, said that the word "April" should be deleted under the
Commission for Hydrology (seventh session) on page 2 of the appendix, i.e. the
annex to paragraph 5.2.1 of the general summary.
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The delegate of Israel proposed that at the end of the second line of
paragraph 5.2.2 the words "Members and" should be added.
The amendment was adopted.
The text for inclusion in the general summary, contained
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 32, as amended, was approved.
33.

in the

Consolidated report on amendments to Technical Regulations
(Agenda item 2.3) (Cg-IX/PINK 30)

The vice-chairman of Committee· A introduced the document which contained Committee A I S recommendations in Appendix A, a draft resolution in
Appendix B, proposed amendments to the general section of the Technical Regulations in Appendix C and amendments to the Manual on the Global Observing
System in Appendix D.
The amendments to the Manual on the Global Observing System, contained
in Appendix D to Document Cg-IX/PINK 30, were adopted.
The draft general section of the· Technical Regulations, contained in
Appendix C to Document Cg-IX/PINK 30, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 2.3/1 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 30, was adopted.
The delegate of the United Kingdom observed that, in view of the text
contained in paragraph 2.3.3 of Appendix A, the last sentence of paragraph
2.3.4 was redundant and should be deleted.
The amendment was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK30, as amended, was approved.
34.

contained in

Marine meteorology, IGbSS and other ocean-related activities
(Agenda item 3.1.6) (Cg-IX/PINK 31)

The delegate of France proposed that discussion on the item should be
postponed until the French text of the document was available.
It was so decided.
35.

Aeronautical meteorology (Agenda item 3.1.7) (Cg-IX/PINK 35)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing the' document, said that
following lengthy discussion in the committee it had been decided to submit a
draft resolution to Congress in addition to the draft text for inclusion in
the general summary.
The delegate of Oman said that there had been a consensus in Committee B to amend the title "Aviation meteorology" to "Aeronautical meteorology" •.
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The chairman of Committee B agreed that a majority of members had
favoured "Aeronautical meteorology", but he had been· informed that the subject
had been discussed at Eighth Congress and the word "Aviation" had been preferred.
The delegate of the Netherlands said that, although there had
strong majority in favour of the word "Aeronautical", the committee had
to refrain from changing the title of the draft text for inclusion
general summary because the word "Aviation" had been used in the
adopted by Congress.

been a
agreed
in the
agenda

The delegate of Oman said that it would be inconsistent not to use
"Aeronautical" throughout.
The delegate of Senegal pointed out that the amendment did not apply
to the French text.
The President said that if Congress wished to change the title 1n the
agenda item it had the authority to do so.
It was agreed that
"Aviation".

the word "Aeronautical" should replace the word

Draft Resolution 3.1.7 / l (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 35, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 35, was approved.

36.

summary,

contained in

World Climate Applications Programme (Agenda item 3.2.1)
(Cg-IX/PINK 39)

It was agreed to postpone discussion of the item until all delegates
had had time to study the document.

37.

Antarctic meteorology (Agenda item 3.6. 2), (Cg-IX/PINK 33)
The chairman of Committee A introduced the document.

The delegate of Argentina, referring to the draft resolution contained
in Appendix B, proposed that the words "Parties to the Antarctic Treaty"
should be amended to read "Signatories of the Antarctic Treaty".
The delegate of Brazil could not endorse Argentina I s proposal because,
although a signatory was necessarily a party, a party was not necessarily a
signatory.
The delegate of Argentina said that it was a problem of interpretation
of the Treaty, but in the Spanish version .at least the word should be
"Signatories".
The delegate of Chile said that i t was important to ensure that the
Spanish version was aligned with the English version.
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The delegate of India proposed that the words "where appropriate" in
the third line of substantive paragraph (a) be deleted.
The amendment was adopted.
The delegate of Australia queried the reference to the "Global
Atmospheric Research Programme" under "CONSIDERING (1)" since the GARP as such
no longer existed.
The Secretary-General agreed that GARP no longer formally existed and
that it would be more appropriate to delete the reference.
The delegate of New Zealand said that since the World Climate
Programme was in a certain sense the successor to GARP, it should be included.
The delegate of Senegal endorsed the proposal made by the previous
speaker.
The delegate of the German Democratic Republic thought that the
problem could be solved by inserting the words "and for the World Climate
Programme" after the words "World Weather Watch".
The amendment proposed by the German Democratic Republic was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.6.2/1 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 33, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 33, was approved.

contained in

The President said that since more than 107 Members . were present,
Congress could return to agenda item 10.1.
38.

Questions concerning the Convention (continued) (Agenda item10.l>
(Cg-IX/PINKs 13 REV. 1, 15 REV. 1, and 12)
The chairman of Committee A introduced DocumentCg-IX/PINK 13 REV. 1.

The delegate of Jordan, referring to Appendix B, said that substantive
paragraph (1) (a) under "DECIDES" omitted to mention references to the
"Executive Committee" in the contents pages of the Convention.
The delegate of Senegal, supported by the ~d~e_l~e~g~a~t~e_ _~o_f__~F~r~a~n~c~e,
considered that there had been no omission or error in the text. The contents
pages would be drawn up on the basis of t~e pages in the text.
The delegate of Uganda pointed out that Congress would still be
working on 27 May 1983 and he therefore proposed that the date in substantive
paragraph (2) under "DECIDES" be changed to read "28 May 1983".
The amendment was adopted.
Draft Resolution 10.112 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 13 REV. 1, as amended, was adopted.
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The delegate of France said that the draft text for inclusion in the
general summary should mention the number of delegations present when
amendments to the Convention were adopted.
The President said that the fact that 107 Members were present would
be included in the text.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained ln
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 13 REV. 1, as amended, was approved.
The delegate of Australia hoped that adoption of the text and the
draft resolution did not mean that there was a tendency to depart from the
provisions of Article 6 (b) of the Convention.
The delegate of France, supported by the delegates of
Colombia, Dominica, Ecuador, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Malaysia, New Zealand, Portugal, Uganda, the United Kingdom
States of America, endorsed the views expressed by the delegate
The vice-chairman
pointed out that only a
recommended the adoption
being a "decision" rather

Brazil, Canada,
Israel, Kenya,
and the United
of Australia.

of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 12 and
very small majority of the Executive Committee had
of the interpretation of the term "designated" as
than an "election".

The President reminded Congress that the Executive Commi tteehad in
the past interpreted the term "designated" as meaning "elected"· and that
Eighth Congress had decided to let that practice continue until Ninth Congress.
The delegate of France pointed out that if the proposal contained in
Document Cg-IX/PINK 12 were not adopted, an amendment to Article 16 of the
Convention as proposed in Document Cg-IX/Doc. 11 would be essential so as to
provide for a simple-majority vote in the case of an election.
The delegate of Israel wondered whether Congress needed
the matter or whether the situation could not be left as it stood.

to

consider

The delegate of Egypt agreed with the previous speaker.
Eighth
Congress had already studied the matter and decided not to amend the
Convention. He advocated that Ninth Congress should do the same.
The delegate of Ghana said that Congress was being asked to choose
between two options: to decide either that Regulation 142 meant "election", in
which case Article 16 of the Convention and Regulation 142 of the General
Regulations would have to be amended, or decide that "designation" meant
"decision", in which case no amendment was required to the Convention or the
General Regulations.
In any event, the simplest course was to admit that the question was
very complex and to refer it again to the Executive Committee for a decision
at Tenth Congress, meanwhile continuing with present practice.
The delegate of Oman suggested that Congress abide by the decision of
Eighth Congress that "designated" meant "elected".
The delegate of Israel urged that a precise wording
interpretation should be chosen, whatever action was taken.

not

requiring
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The delegate of Egypt agreed with the delegates of Oman, Ghana and
Israel that Ninth Congress should simply endorse the decision made by Eighth
Congress.
The delegate of France pointed out that Eighth Congress had not taken
a final decision but only decided that "designated" should continue to mean
"elected" until Ninth Congress.
The President said that Congress could either take a new decision or
abide by the decision of Eighth Congress.
The delegate of the United Kingdom
alternative suggested by the President.

strongly

supported

the

second

The President said that the Secretariat would draft an appropriate
paragraph to show that Ninth Congress endorsed the decision of Eighth Congress.
It was so agreed.
The vice-chairman of Committee A, introducing Document Cg-IX/PINK 15
REV. 1, said that Committee A, knowing that the matter would be discussed
thoroughly in Congress, had referred the issue to plenary without comments.
The delegate of Ethiopia pointed out that all Members should have the
opportunity to vote on the important issue before Congress and that some
delegations had already left. He therefore proposed that the item be deferred
and examined by the Executive Committee.
If possible, it could then be
amended by correspondence; otherwise it could be submitted to Tenth Congress.
The delegate of Zambia supported that proposal.
The delegate of France held the opinion that the Convention could not
be amended by correspondence.
The President asked whether any delegation could recall a precedent
for an amendment by correspondence.
The delegate of Egypt thought that he could remember such an instance
but could not recall the precise circumstances.
The delegate of France said that only three possibilities for approval
of amendments to the Convention were envisaged in Articles 28 and 29: they
were approval by Congress, settlement of disputes regarding interpretation by
an independent arbitrator, and settlement of disputes by negotiation between
the part~es concerned.
The delegate of New Zealand expressed uneasiness about the procedure
which was being proposed. It was the responsibility of Congress to consider
proposals for amending the Convention and if the practice of Members voting by
correspondence on such questions were started, the justification for Congress
to meet in session would be greatly weakened.
The delegate of Egypt suggested that, if the Secretary-General was not
in a position to answer immediately the question which he had raised in his
last intervention, it would be preferable to suspend discussion on the item
until he could give a reply in the afternoon.
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The Secretary-General said he did not know whether a vote had ever
taken place by correspondence on a matter within the competence of Congress
itself.
It might be of help, however, if he were to quote certain provisions
which appeared relevant.
Regulation 64 (a) stated that a vote by correspondence by Members should be taken only on matters which were not reserved for
decision by Congress in session and Articles 11 and 12 should apply in any
such vote.
Article 5 of the Convention reinforced Regulation 64 (a) in providing for decisions by correspondence but excluded use of the procedure "on
matters reserved in the Convention for decision by Congress". Such votes were
to be taken at the request of a majority of the Members or when so decided by
the Executive Committee.
The question, therefore, was whether the issue of
Namibia was reserved for decision by Congress in session.
Further guidance
was to be found in Article 8 of the Convention describing the primary duties
of Congress.
The President suggested that further interpretation of the Convention
need not occupy the time of Congress if it were decided to remit the question
to the next session of the Executive Committee.
The delegate of Ethiopia said that a vote by correspondence was desirable in the circumstances which he had already explained and therefore reiterated his proposal.
The delegate of Egypt pointed out that Article 5 of the Convention
appeared to distinguish between decisions "by Congress" and "by Congress in
session", the latter being the normal procedure.
The delegate of the Netherlands, recalling that he was the rapporteur
for the review of the previous resolutions of Congress, pointed out that
amendments were effected by the adoption of resolutions.· He had come across
no example of Congress voting by correspondence.
In his view, Article 5 (a)
and (b) should be read in conjunction with Article 28 and the words "by
Congress" meant "by Congress in session", whether explicitly stated or not.

The delegate of the United Kingdom pointed out that Article 5 (b)
provided for decisions by correspondence "when urgent action was required
between sessions of Congress". If action were deferable until Tenth Congress,
it could not be described as urgent and should therefore be left for the next
Congress.
The delegate of Ethiopia stated that i t was evident from the authorities cited that voting by correspondence was permissible and once again he
reiterated his proposal.
The delegate of the United States endorsed the views of the delegate
of the United Kingdom. He also agreed with the delegate of New Zealand that
it was desirable to make very sparing use of voting by correspondence.
The delegate of Senegal said that in any exercise of interpretation it
was of great importance to be objective. Congress had taken an objective view
earlier in the meeting when interpreting the term "designated" in its discussion of agenda item 10.1.
The fact was that there had been a delay of more
than ten years in dealing with the problems posed by apartheid.
That in
itself was more than enough to give urgency to the matter and he approved
asking the Executive Committee to take the initiative at its next session.
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The delegate of Ethiopia formally proposed that the Executive Committee be asked to proceed to a vote by correspondence.
The President, noting that the proposal had been seconded,
that Congress should vote by a show of hands.

suggested

The delegate of the United Kingdom said that the question was one of
considerable importance and requested a secret ballot in accordance with Regulation 59.
The delegate of Uruguay seconded the request by the delegate of the
United Kingdom.
The President declared that, in accordance with the provisions of
Regulation 59, a secret ballot was necessary. At his invitation the delegates
of the Federal Republic of Germany and Senegal acted as tellers.

The delegate of New Zealand pointed out that the latest formulation by
the delegate of Ethiopia of his proposal was significantly different from the
original one, in that the Executive Committee would not be asked to consider
whether it was appropriate to proceed to a vote by correspondence rather than
leave the question for consideration at Tenth Congress.
The delegate of Kenya said that, if the delegate of Ethiopia would
agree, he would like the proposal to be voted on in the following terms:
"Congress directs the Executive Committee to arrange voting by correspondence
to amend Articles 3 and 34 as proposed in Document Cg-IX/PINK 15 REV. 1."
The delegate of Ireland said he fully endorsed the remarks by the
delegate of Kenya regarding the importance for Namibia of the matter under
discussion. Nevertheless, he would like to have a considered legal opinion on
the Ethiopian proposal before voting.
The delegate of Nigeria pointed out that the Executive Committee had
had a full debate on the subject but, since it was believed at the time that
independence for Namibia was imminent, pressure to take early action abated.
That was some time ago and the matter must now be considered urgent.
Delegates should proceed to a vote.
The delegate of Egypt supported the previous speaker, stating that
voting appeared to have started and there should be no more speeches.
The delegate of the United Kingdom enquired what majority was needed
to carry the proposal of the delegation of Ethiopia. He presumed that Article
11 (b) would be applicable.
The Secretary-General said that seemed to be so, which meant that a
two-thirds majority of the votes cast for and against the proposal would be
required.
The delegate of Ethiopia expressed disagreement with that view; the
vote would be on a matter of procedure, not a decision, and therefore required
only a simple majority.
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The delegate of the U.S.S.R. also considered the matter procedural and
joined the delegate of Egypt in requesting that no further debate take place
before voting.
The delegate of Kenya supported the views of the delegates of Egypt
and the U.S.S.R. on the latter point.
The delegate of France stated that to give an instruction to the
Executive Committee to take a certain action was a decision.
Secondly, she
enquired where the provision was to be found that matters of procedure called
for a simple majority.
The delegate of Egypt said that where a two-thirds majority was not
explicitly required it must be assumed that a simple majority sufficed. The
settlement of procedural questions by simple majority had been the practice
throughout the life of the Organization and could hardly be called in question.
The delegate of Syria suggested that Congress
whether the matter was one of substance or procedure.

itself

should say

The delegate of Hong Kong explained that he did not know whether he
ought to vote or not since he was entitled to vote only on matters of
procedure.
After further brief interventions by the delegates of Egypt, Kenya,
Uganda and the U.S.S.R. calling for an immediate vote, and by the delegates of
Canada, Ireland and New Zealand favouring an adjournment while awaiting a
legal opinion, the President ruled that voting should begin without a decision
being first taken on the type of majority required.
A vote was taken by secret ballot.
No. of ballot papers:
Abstentions:
No. of Members voting:
Reguired majority:
(a) if two-thirds:
(b) if simple:
No. ·of votes for:
No. of votes against:
Having obtained more

than a

adopted.
The meeting rose at 1.20 p.m.

109
12
97
65
49

74
23

two-thirds majority,

the proposal was

MINUTES OF THE TENTH PLENARY MEETING

25 May 1983 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.45 a.m.

39.

Organization of the session (Agenda item 1) (Cg-IX/PINK 45)

The President, introducing Document Cg-IX/PINK 45, referr.ed to the
considerable work already completed by Plenary, but noted that if all the
agenda items were covered during the morning, roughly half the work still
remained.
He informed the delegates that certain editorial matters would be
dealt with by the Secretariat.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 45, was approved.

40.

Report by the President of the Organization (Agenda item 2.1)
(Cg-IX/PINK 19)

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 19, was approved.

41.

World Weather Watch Programme (Agenda item 3.1) (Cg-IX/PINK 44)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-IX/PINK 44,
stressed the fundamental importance of the programme and said that after
thorough discussion of the subject, Committee B submitted for approval by
Congress four draft resolutions and the draft text to be included in the
general summary.
He suggested a minor amendment to the text of paragraph
3.1.1.21, on page 6 of the document.
The phrase "urged all Members to find
appropriate means for an increased participation as donors in the Voluntary
Co-operation Programme" would be more appropriately worded as "urged a larger
number of Members".
Draft Resolution 3.1.3/1 (Cg-IX) , contained in Appendix E to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 44, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.1.2/1 (Cg-IX) , contained in Appendix D to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 44, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.1.1/2 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix C to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 44, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.1.1/1 (Cg-IX) and its annex,
dix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 44, were adopted.

contained in Appen-

The delegate of the Netherlands, with regard to the amendment proposed
by the chairman of Committee B to paragraph 3.1.1. 21 of the draft text for
inclusion in the general summary, pointed out that the amendment "urged a
larger number of Members" might give rise to uncertainty as to which Members
were being referred to; some developing countries were not in a position to
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contribute to the Voluntary Co-operation Progranune. He therefore suggested
the suppression of the word "all", so that the proposed text should read:
"urged Members to find appropriate means for an increased participation as
donors in the Voluntary Co-operation Progranune".
The delegate of Senegal supported the previous proposal which brought
the English text into line with the French text.
The delegate of the Netherlands, with regard to Appendix A to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 44, felt some reference should be made to the North Atlantic Ocean
Stations system (NAOS) and that more Members should be encouraged to become
Contracting Parties.
The President said a PINK document would be issued to include a reference to NAOS.
The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 44, as amended, was approved.
42.

contained in

Marine meteorology, IGOSS and other ocean-related activities
(Agenda item 3.1.6) (Cg-IX/PINK 31 and Cg-IX/PINK 31 CORR. 1)

The chairman of Conunittee B, introducing Document Cg-IX/PINK 31,
informed the delegates that Cg-IX/PINK 31 CORR. 1 was simply the corrected
version of the cover page to the document.
The delegate of Viet Nam, requesting that his statement be recorded in
extenso, said that, since the WMO list of station networks still contained
foreign stations illegally registered within Vietnamese national territory,
his delegation wished to define its Government's position.
The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam reaffirmed once again that all
meteorological stations which were the responsibility of a foreign power,
installed on any island of the Vietnamese Archipelago of Hoimg Sa (Paracel)
and also on any island of the Vietnamese Archipelago of Truong Sa (Spratley)
without the consent of the Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam,
under whatever denomination, were illegal, since the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam must be respected.
So as not to take up too much of Congress s time the Vietnamese
delegation had already provided the Secretary-General with a clear outline of
their views.
I

There had been a request from the Vietnamese meteorological station,
installed on the Truong Sa (Spri3.t1ey) Archipeli3.gortQ be included in the WMO
list of network stations. The request had been submitted in the correct way
in 1980 by the Permanent Representative of Vi et Nam to WMO.
To date, the
station was still not included in the list. Consequently, Viet Nam expressly
proposed, once more, to the World Meteorological Organization that the station
be included as soon as possible in the WMO list of basic synoptic stations,
with a view to advancing the shared interests of Meteorological Services as a
whole and in the region in particular.
The delegate of China reserved the right to make a statement regarding
territory in the South China Sea in due course.
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Draft Resolution 3.1.6/4 (Cg-IX) , contained in Appendix E to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 31, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.1.6/3 (Cg-IX) , contained in Appendix D to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 31, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.1.6/2 (Cg-IX) , contained in Appendix C to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 31, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.1.6/1 (Cg-IX) , contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 31, was adopted.
The delegate of Norway suggested an amendment to paragraph 3.1.6.11 of
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 31.
An additional sentence should be
inserted after the first sentence to read: "Such work should be carried out in
close consultation with Members operating INMARSAT earth stations".
The delegate of Saudi Arabia asked if that meant that countries which
did not have INMARSAT earth stations would hitherto be unable to have access
to the information provided by the stations established in other countries.
The delegate of Norway said that it did not imply any restriction on
the use of INMARSAT.
The deleqate of France, with regard to paragraph 3.1.6.20, pointed out
that in the French version the second sentence was not complete and did not
correspond to the English version. She also suggested deleting the words "on
the Law of the Sea" from the phrase "the United Nations Secretariat on the Law
of the Sea".
She suggested the same amendment to Resolution 3.1.6/4, subparagraph (a).
The draft text for inclusion in the general stunrnary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 31, was approved as amended.
43.

contained in

Tropical Cyclone Programme (Agenda item 3.1.9) (Cg-IX/PINK 46)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing
stressed the importance of the Programme.

Document

Cg-IX/PINK

46,

The delegate of Sri Lanka suggested amending the last four words in
the paragraph under "REAFFIRMS" in draft Resolution 3.1.9/1 (Cg-IX) , as
contained in Appendix B, to read: "resulting from them".
Draft Resolution 3.1.9/1 (Cg-IX), .contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 46, was adopted as amended.
The draft text for inclusion in the general
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 46, was approved.
44.

stunrnary,

contained in

WMO satellite activities (Agenda item 3.1.10) (Cg-IX/PINK 43)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-IX/PINK 43, said
that the committee considered the expression "WMO satellite activities"
preferable
to
"the
Environmental
Satellite
Activities
Programme".
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No such programme existed.
Consequently, the words should be altered where
they occurred in the title of Appendix B.
The delegate of Spain urged that mention be made in the general summary of the signing on 24 May 1983 of a high-level convention concerning the
establishment of a European meteorological satellite system - an initiative
which could certainly be considered a historic event.
The delegate of the United Kingdom said that the principal delegate of
his country, who was the chairman of both the Intergovernmental Conference for
EUMETSAT and the Plenipotentiary Conference for signing the EUMETSAT Convention, would make a statement on the subject at a later plenary meeting.

The President stated that the Secretariat would draft a
include that subject.

sentence to

It was so decided.

The delegate of Israel believed it had been agreed in corrunittee that
the opening words of paragraph 3.1.10.10 sub-paragraph (i) should read "To
formulate the WMO requirements ... ". Furthermore, he had noted that there was
no reference to working papers in the documents cited in Cg-IX/PINK 43.
He
wondered whether that omission was intentional, as working papers were cited
in other PINK documents.
The chairman of Committee B explained that the majority of the committee had supported the use of the word "co-ordinate" in paragraph 3.1.10.10 (i).
The delegate of Senegal agreed that such had been the case.
The delegate of Spain said that, in the reports of previous Congresses, reference had been made only to documents in the series Doc. or
PINK. Working papers were not part of the official documentation and readers
of the report would not have access to them.
He would therefore propose that
references to working papers should be deleted form all PINK documents.

The President observed that such references occurred only on the cover
pages of PINK documents. They were intended for internal use by Congress to
assist it in its consideration of the contents.
No reference to working
papers was made in the draft text for inclusion in the report, as they had no
official standing.
The delegate of· the·· Islamic Republic of Iran referred to the last
sentence of paragraph 3.1.10.6, relating to the planned positioning over the
Indian Ocean of geostationary satellites by the U.S.S.R. and India.
That step
would fill an important gap in the data and he regretted ·that Resolution
3.1.19/1 (Cg-IX) made only an indirect reference to it in the "URGING" paragraphs (2) and (3).
He suggested that the latter paragraph should mention
that particular plan.
The President said that the text of the resolution had' been approved
in committee.
The intervention of the delegate of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, as recorded in the minutes, would draw attention to the point.
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Draft Resolution 3.1.10/1
Cg-IX/PINK43, was adopted.

(Cg-IX),

contained

in

Appendix

B

to

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in
Appendix A to Cg-IX/PINK 43, as amended, was approved.

43.

World Climate Programme (Agenda item 3.2) (Cg-IX/PINK 42)
The vice-chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 42.

The delegate of Israel, pointing out that in the preamble to draft
Resolution 3.2/1 (Cg-IX) there were two separate paragraphs starting with the
word "RECOGNIZING", suggested that on the second occasion it would be editorially more correct to state "RECOGNIZING FURTHER".
He had also understood that the list of bodies in operative paragraph
5 (b)(ii) would be adjusted after resolutions concerning the structure of the
Organization had been adopted, as those bodies might no longer be in existence
or might have their names changed.
The vice-chairman of Committee B said that the delegate of Israel was
correct. The matter had been raised in committee and it was due to an oversight that the list of bodies had been included in paragraph 5 (b)(ii).
The delegate of Spain said that the bodies should not be named in
paragraph 5 (b)(ii). In addition, he proposed that sub-paragraph (c) of the
same paragraph be deleted, as a department of the Secretariat should not be
singled out for specific mention in a Congress resolution. It was left to the
discretion of the Secretary-General under the Convention to organize the work
of the Secretariat as he saw fit.
The delegate of Canada said that the question of how the World Climate
Programme should be co-ordinated had been debated at length in the Executive
committee and in Committee B. Operative paragraph 5 of .the draft resolution
was a carefully balanced proposal and it would be unwise to undo it.
The delegate of Tanzania supported that view.
The President agreed that it would be better not to alter the draft
resolution too much.
Obviously, the text represented a compromise and it
would be impossible to accommodate every single individual preference as
regards the wording.
The delegate of Spain said that he had not been expressing a personal
opinion, but that of his delegation.
The delegate of Kenya ,supported by the delegates of Australia and the
U.S.S.R., proposed that, in operative paragraph 5 (c), the words "World
Climate Programme Department" be replaced by "WMO Secretariat". Consequently,
in Appendix A, in the sixth line from the bottom, the words "WCP Department of
the" should be deleted.
The proposal was adopted.
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The delegate of the U.S.S.R. proposed that, in order to harmonize the
Russian and English texts, in operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution
the words "a major programme" be replaced by "one of the major programmes".
The same amendment should then be made in Appendix A, in the third line from
the end.
Those amendments were adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.2/1 (Cg-IX),
Cg-IX/PINK 42, was adopted as amended.

contained 1n Appendix B to Document

The delegate of Ethiopia expressed the hope that the WMO Advisory
Committee for the World Climate Applications and Data Programmes (ACCAD) would
have regional representation.
If Congress agreed to that idea in principle,
perhaps his delegation could take it up with the Secretariat.
The delegate of Australia said that the criterion for membership
should be technical competence, but regional representation should be borne in
mind.
The President said that in the absence of any objections, he took it
that the Secretariat would bear the Ethiopian view in mind .
. The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 42; was approved as amended.

contained in

46.
World Climate Applications Programme (including the reports
presidents of CCAM and CAgM (Agenda item 3.2.1) (Cg-IX/PINK 39)

of

the

The vice-chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 39.
The delegate of the U.S.S.R. observed that WMO's long-term plan envisaged three main components for the basic programme on applied meteorology,
namely, agricultural meteorology, aeronautical meteorology and marine meteorology.
Congress had already adopted separate resolutions on the two latter
subjects.
By analogy, and in order to· stress the importance of agrometeorology, he proposed that draft Resolution 3.2.1/1 (Cg-IX) should be divided
into two resolutions, one relating to the World Climate Applications Programme
and the other to the Agricultural Meteorology Programme, each with its appropriate annex.
Similarly, the title of the item should be amended to read
"World Climate Applications Programme and Agricultural Meteorology Programme,
including the reports of the presidents of CCAM and CAgM".
A few minor consequential changes would also be necessary, but there would be no need to
modify the draft text for inclusion in the general summary. The proposal to
divide the draft resolution into two did not imply any divergence of views
within Committee B: it was merely intended to improve the document under
consideration.
The President thought that it would be difficult to revise the document as proposed in view of the pressure of time.
He wondered whether the
proposal might be passed on to the Executive Committee as guidance for future
action.
The delegate of the Soviet Union said he realized the lateness of his
proposal but he felt it was justifiable to introduce at any stage a proposal
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which would considerably improve a decision by Congress .
culties involved were not insuperable.

The technical diffi-

The chairman of Committee B observed that in committee the Soviet
delegate had agreed to the draft resolution as it stood.
The delegate of Spain supported the Soviet proposal. It would be much
easier for the work of the Organization during the ninth financial period if
there were two separate resolutions. As he understood it, no change in substance was involved: the proposal could be described as an editorial correction.
The delegate of Colombia supported the Soviet proposal: .the draft
resolution concerned two important topics, which should be dealt with separately.
The delegate of Canada opposed the Soviet proposal. The World Climate
Applications Programme included topics, such as water and energy, which were
also closely related to agriculture.
There was a real advantage in keeping
the Agricultural Meteorology Programme linked with the World Climate Applications Programme, while stressing its importance by making special reference to
it.
The delegate of Ethiopia supported the Soviet proposal.
In view of
the fact that, in many countries; ,separate ministries deal twi th water, energy
and agriculture, it was more practical to have WMO recommendations in separate
and self-contained resolutions for purposes of transmission.
The delegate of ,Spain supported the U.S.S.R. proposals.
He also
suggested putting the annex to paragraph 3.2.1.3 of Appendix A into the
general summary, as had been done for agricultural meteorology.
It might,
however, be advisable forConunittee B to study the document again and to
remove the column where the budget provisions were indicated, as the budget
had not yet been approved by Congress.
The President agreed that it might be better if Document Cg-IX/PINK 39
were sent back to Committee B for reconsideration, as it was difficult to redraft a resolution in a plenary meeting. The delegate of Spain could put his
suggestions to Committee B.
The delegate of Oman said that divergent views had been expressed in
Committee B. He doubted whether reference back to the committee would produce
a more satisfactory result.
The President said that he was not proposing that Committee B should
re-open the debate on the subject, but that it should produce a new text
comprising two draft resolutions.'
The delegate of New Zealand did not accept that the U.S.S.R. proposals
had been fully supported. He agreed with the delegate of Canada.
If the
U.S.S.R. proposals were accepted; perhaps a small working group could be set
up to prepare the revised draft.
The delegate of Kenya also supported the U.S.S.R. proposals but
thought that time would be wasted if the matter were referred back to Committee B.
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The delegate of Senegal said that the principle of the U.S.S.R. proposals seemed to be generally acceptable and a small drafting group could
solve the problem.
The title of Document Cg-IX/PINK 39 should also be completed by adding "AND AGRICULTURAL METEOROLOGY PROGRAMME".
The President said that it seemed to be the general view that the
matter should be referred back to Committee B to decide on the U.S.S.R. proposals and how they could be formulated.
It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 11.40 a.m.

MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
26 May at 9.30 a.m.
The meeting was called to order at 9.55 a.m.
47.

World Climate Data Programme (Agenda item 3.2.2) (Cg-IX/PINK 41)

The vice-chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 41 and
drew attention to the action proposed.
The delegate of Japan said that the Marine Climatological Summaries
Scheme had been operating successfully for over 15 years, producing marine
climatological data. Guidelines and procedures for the data collection, processing and exchange were developed by the Commission for Marine Meteorology
(CMM) and were adhered to by some 50 maritime countries, including his own.
He therefore considered it important to involve CMM in the Data Programme and suggested its inclusion in the table in Appendix B, page 3, under
the section "Data archives and management", in the right-hand column opposite
"Guidelines on" in the third column.
The amendment proposed by the delegation of Japan was adopted.
The annex to draft Resolution 3.2.2/1 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B
to Document Cg-IX/PINK 41, was adopted as amended.
Draft Resolution 3.2.2/1 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 41, was adopted without comment.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 41, was approved.
48.

contained in

World Climate Impact Studies Programme (Agenda item 3.2.3)
(Cg-IX/PINKS 40 and 40 CORR. 1)

The vice-chairman of Committee B introduced the item and pointed out
that Corrigendum 1 applied only to the English and French texts. Furthermore,
the appendix contained a draft text for the general summary based on discussions of Document 72 and a second PINK document on agenda item 3.2.3 would be
issued on completion of the discussion of Document 28.
The President asked whether Congress wished to approve the draft text
for inclusion in the general summary of the abridged report.
The delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics pointed out
that paragraph 3.2.3.4 in the Russian text had not been changed in accordance
with the decision agreed to in the committee.
The President assured him the Russian version would be aligned with
the English text.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Documents Cg-IX/PINKs 40 and 41 was approved, subject to the
alignment agreed for the Russian text.
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World Climate Research Programme (Agenda item 3.2.4) eCg-IX/PINK 38)

The vice-chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-IX/PINK 38,
pointed out that Working Paper No. 2 should have been included in the reference on the cover page.
Draft Resolution 3.2.4/1 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 38, was adopted.
The President asked whether Congress wished to adopt the draft text
for inclusion in the general summary, contained in Appendix A to Cg-IX/PINK 38.
The delegate of Canada felt that it was desirable that there be a
reference to the phenomenon El Nino in the general summary and proposed the
insertion after the first sentence in paragraph 3.2.4.5 of a new sentence to
read "TOGA will study the effects of large-scale tropical ocean temperature
anomalies, of which the phenomenon El Nino, occurring in the Pacific Ocean, is
the foremost example".
The delegate of Colombia said that the committee had stressed the
importance of the El Nino phenomenon and agreed that special attention should
be paid to it because of the enormous economic and other effects which it had
had recurrently in recent years on the Pacific Coast countries of South
America. He therefore supported the proposal made by the delegate of Canada
to include a reference to El Nino in the general summary and also proposed
that a similar reference should be made in draft Resolution 3.2.4/1.
The President pointed out that the resolution had already been adopted
but that the Secretariat would insert the appropriate reference to it in the
general summary.
The delegate of the U.S.S.R. fully supported the insertion of the text
proposed by Canada but could not support such an inclusion in the resolution,
which was general and did not refer to other phenomena.
The President asked whether the delegate of Colombia could accept that
the wording of the resolution which had already been approved should remain as
it was but that a reference to El Nino should be included in the general summary.
The delegate of Colombia agreed with the suggestion of the President
but registered his regret that a reference could not be included in the draft
resolution.

The vice-chairman of Committee B supported that suggestion.
The delegate of the United Kingdom expressed his sympathy for the
countries which had suffered the effects of the El Nino phenomenon but urged
that it was essential to maintain a balanced wording in the resolution;
it
was therefore very difficult to include a reference to one phenomenon without
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including others.
general summary.

All such references should be included in the text of the

The President suggested that the text of the draft resolution should
not be altered.
Draft Resolution 3.2.4/1,
Cg-IX/PINK 38, was adopted.

contained

in

Appendix

B

to

Document

The amendment proposed by the delegate of Canada was approved for
inclusion in paragraph 3.2.4.5 of the general summary.
The . draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 38, as amended, WaS approved.
50.

contained in

Weather prediction research (Agenda item 3.3.1) (Cg-IX/PINKs 47 and 54)

The vice-chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 47 and
drew attention to the action proposed.
The annex to paragraph 3.3.1. X of the general summary, contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 47, was approved.
The draft· text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg~IX/PINK 47, was approved.

contained in

The vice-chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 54 and
drew attention to the action proposed.
The annex to draft Resolution 3.3.1/2,
Document Cg-IX/PINK 54, was adopted .

contained in Appendix C to

. Draft Resolution 3.3.112 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix C to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 54, was adopted.
The annex to draft Resolution 3.3.1/1,
Document Cg-IX/PINK 54, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.3.1/1,
Cg-IX/PINK 54, was adopted.

contained

contained in Appendix B to
in

Appendix

B

to

Document

The President asked whether Congress wished to adopt the· annex to
paragraph 3.3.1.4 of the general summary, contained in Appendix A to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 54.
The delegate of Spain asked for clarification as to the legal status
of the text under consideration. He pointed out that Member countries were
not forced to follow the indications given in the general summary, and yet
paragraph 7, referring to the structure of the Commission, appeared to be
mandatory.
He wondered whether Congress had already approved the mandate of the
Commission on Atmospheric Sciences and, if so, whether the structure given in
paragraph 7 was in conformity with that mandate.Ifa clear affirmative reply
could be given, he had no objection to approving the text.
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Futhermore, paragraph 8 of the text also seemed to be of a mandatory
nature, since the establishment of working groups and groups of rapporteurs
had considerable financial implications.
He trusted that the necessary
financial and other resources would be forthcoming.
The Secretary-General said that Congress and the Executive Committee
issued statements on occasion and, unlike resolutions, they were not legally
binding. The distinction was recognized in paragraph 7 of the annex to paragraph 3.3.1.4 in Appendix A, which did not state that the structure of the
Commission "shall include" but that it "could include".
It was therefore a
general recommendation rather than an instruction. With regard to paragraph 8
of the annex, he would simply comment that it might be useful to verify its
consistency with the terms of reference of the Commission.
The delegate of Spain said that he felt bound to oppose the content of
the opening phrase of paragraph 8, despite the explanations given by the
Secretary-General, on the ground that it dictated the action to be taken by
the Commission in the immediate future.
The delegate of the German Democratic Republic explained that a
forward-looking programme had been discussed and agreed at the Manila meeting
of the Commission for Atmospheric Sciences.
Paragraph 8 faithfully represented the situation.
The delegate of Egypt said that, though he could agree with the observations of the previous two speakers, he believed that a simple amendment
would satisfy Congress as a whole.
The first line of paragraph 8 in the
English text would read "For the immediate future, it is noted that the Commission operates with the following structure of working groups and rapporteurs:".
The President said that if there were no objection he would take it
that the amendment was adopted.
It was so decided.
The delegate of Spain said he wished it to be recorded in the minutes
that his delegation opposed the terms of paragraph 3.3.1.4 in Appendix A, inasmuch as it referred to endorsement by Congress.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, including the
annex to paragraph 3.3.1.4 thereof as amended, contained in Appendix A to
Document Cg-IX/PINK 54, was approved.

51.

Environmental pollution monitoring and research (Agenda item 3.3.3)
(Cg-IX/PINK 52)

The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 52, the
appendices to which contained a draft text and a draft resolution.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 52, and draft Resolution 3.3.3/1, contained
in Appendix B to that document, were approved and adopted, respectively, without comment.
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Weather modification research (Agenda item 3.3.4) (Cg-IX/PINK 51)

The chairman of Corruni ttee B introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 51,
appendices to which contained a draft text and two draft resolutions.

the

Draft Resolution 3.3.4/1, contained in Appendix B, and draft Resolution 3.3.4/2 and its annex, contained in Appendix C to Document Cg-IX/PINK 51,
were adopted without corrunent.
The delegate of Spain expressed his Government s appreciation of the
text of paragraphs 3.3.4.1 and 3.3.4.2 proposed for inclusion in the general
summary. The weather had not been helpful over the three-year period in those
seasons when field investigations were being carried out but the Kingdom of
Spain had done all it could to ensure the success of the project.
I

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 51, was approved.

53.

contained in

Hydrology and Water Resources Prograrrune (Agenda item 3.4)
(Cg-IX/PINK 37)

The chairman of Corrunittee B, introducing Document Cg-IX/PINK 37,
stated that the subject had been considered first by the Sub-corrunittee on
Hydrology and then by Corrunittee B. The appendices to the document contained a
proposed text and three draft resolutions. He indicated a minor correction to
draft Resolution 3.4/2 on the first page of Appendix C. A footnote was required to NOTING (1), $tating that "Resolution 32 (Cg-VIII) was no longer in
force.
The delegate of Kenya proposed that, in draft Resolution 3.4/1, under
the penultimate REQUESTS, the words "which benefit developing countries"
should be deleted from subparagraph (2) and that a subparagraph (3) should be
added as follows:
"To take all necessary action to assist developing countries to set up training facilities in the field of hydrology and water resources;".
The amendment was adopted.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia proposed an amendment to paragraph 5 of
Annex B to draft Resolution 3.4/1, whereby "data transmission" would be replaced by "exchange of data" in the first indented phrase.
The delegate of the United Republic of Cameroon expressed the view
that the original phrase was correct in its context.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia said he would not press his amendment.
Draft Resolution 3.4/1, as amended, including Annexes A and B thereto,
contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 37, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.4/2, contained in Appendix C to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 37, was adopted subject to the addition of a footnote as indicated
above.
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Referring to paragraph 3.4.1.6 of the text proposed in Appendix A, the
delegate of Kenya stated that the penultimate sentece would better reflect the
discussion in Committee B if the phrase "with emphasis on courses organized in
developing countries" were replaced by "in particular, by providing lecturers
if requested by developing countries".
The chairman of Committee B, confirming the view of the delegate of
Kenya, supported the amendment.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 37, as amended, was approved.
54.

contained in

Education and Training Programme (Agenda item 3.5) (Cg-IX/PINK 50)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 50.

The Observer for the Palestine Liberation Organization proposed that
in draft Resolution 3.5/1 (Cg-IX) contained in Appendix B, for the sake of
consistency with Appendix A and "CONSIDERING (2)" in draft Resolution 3.5/1,
the following words should be inserted after the word "governments" in the
second line of "REQUESTS (2)":
"and organizations representing national
liberation movements decided upon by Resolution 39 (Cg-VIII)".
The delegate of Saudi Arabia endorsed the proposal made by the Observer for the Palestine Liberation Organization.
The chairman of Committee A replied that the draft resolution embodied
a compromise reached following lengthy discussions in the committee and he
urged Members not to reopen the debate in plenary.
It was so decided.
Draft Resolution 3.5/1 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 50, was adopted.
The Observer for the Palestine Liberation Organization stressed that
WMO should support the fundamental right of peoples under occupation to education. The Palestine Liberation Organization was the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people and WMO should ensure that the Palestinian
people, through the PLO, benefited from all available fellowships.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia, referring to paragraph 3.5.3.7 of
Appendix A, emphasized that all countries wishing to do so should be able to
participate in the VCP programme and that conventional training courses were
the desired form of training.
In his view, countries willing to provide
assistance in the form of training by correspondence should submit their programmes to WMO, which should then advise Members of the range of training programmes available. This form of training, however, was not totally sui table
for a science such as meteorology and was particularly unsuitable for training
in developing countries.
Financial provisions for these programmes should
therefore not form part of the WMO budget.

88

ELEVENTH PLENARY MEETING

The chairman of Conunittee A said that the consensus in the conunittee
had been that, although correspondence courses should be considered as complementary to formal training, they should be mentioned in some form in Appendix A.
The delegate of Venezuela proposed that paragraph 3.5.1.1 should include a reference to the training centre at the University of Venezuela.
The chairman of Conunittee A confirmed that Venezuela had informed the
conunittee of the functioning of the training centre.
The President asked whether Congress agreed to include a reference to
the training centre at the University of Venezuela in paragraph 3.5.1.1.
It was so decided.
The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 50, subject to an insertion in paragraph 3.5.1.1 of a reference to the training centre in Venezuela, was approved.
55.

Policy-making organs and executive management (Agenda item 5.1)
(Cg-IX/PINK 11 REV.I)

The vice-chairman of Conunittee A, introducing the document, said that
the committee had considered the question of institutionalization of the
Bureau, which it did not reconunend, and its proposals were contained in the
first four paragraphs of the appendix.
The last paragraph was identical to
that approved at Eighth Congress and was intended to ensure harmonious transition between the Secretary-General and the Secretary-General elect.
The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 11 REV. 1, was approved.
56.

Long-term Plan for 1984-1993 (Agenda item 7) (Cg-IX/PINK 49)

The vice-chairman of Conunittee B introduced the document, making some
minor editorial amendments: the second line of the title on the cover page
should read "Report to plenary on item 7";
under "References" on the cover
page, Working Paper B/WP. 18 should be included; at the beginning of paragraph 7.8 the words "With these considerations in mind" should be deleted.
That paragraph would then begin: "It was agreed that. .. ".
The Conunittee had noted with satisfaction the introduction of a Longterm Plan and had expressed the view that further development of the plan
should be entrusted to the Executive Conunittee. The conunittee reconunended the
adoption of the plan with the seven major progranunes mentioned in the annex to
paragraph 7.11.
I t had noted that satellite activities were not explicitly
included and it considered that they should be reflected in the Long-term Plan.
The delegate of Tanzania, referring to draft Resolution 7/1 (Cg-IX) in
Appendix B, pointed out that the conunittee had agreed to add the work "operational" before the word "hydrological" in the last line of "CONSIDERING (2)
(b). "
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In "DECIDES 3 (b)", the words "A Plan of Action for the implementation
of" should be replaced by the words "Detailed plans for individual scientific
and technical programmes to achieve ... " so as to align the text of the draft
resolution with Part II of the plan.
Finally, in the second line of the last paragraph of the draft resolution the word "convince" should be replaced by the words "explain to".
The amendments proposed by the delegate of Tanzania were adopted.
Draft Resolution 7/1 (Cg-IX),
Cg-IX/PINK 49, as amended, was adopted.

contained in Appendix B to Document

The delegate of Japan said that, for reasons he had explained in connexion with the World Cl imate Programme (see paragraph 47), CMM should be
included as a responsible body under World Climate Applications and World
Climate Data in Part II of the annex to paragraph 7.11.
The amendment proposed by the delegate of Japan was adopted.
The delegate of Brazil expressed concern at the omission of satellite
activities in paragraph 7.11 and its annex. In his view, they should be included in Part I of the annex so as to underline clearly the role of satellite
activities in WWW, particularly since it was through such activities that a
majority of WMO Members benefited from the WWW.
The delegate of the U.S.S.R. endorsed the remark made by the delegate
of Brazil.
In his view, the Executive Committee should be responsible for
annual planning of WMO activities in the ninth financial period. WMO research
activities, within the framework of the scientific programmes adopted by
Congress, should be reviewed at sessions of the Executive Committee so as to
ensure conformity with the long-term plan.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary and the annex,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 49, as amended, were adopted.
The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE TWELFTH PLENARY MEETING
26 May 1983 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 2.45 p.m.

57.

Revision of the General Regulations (agenda item 10.2) eCg-IX/PINKs 9
ADD. 1, 24 REV. 1, 36 REV. 1, 60, 66, and 67)

The vice-chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 9
ADD. 1, which related to the procedures for the election of members of the
Executive Committee.* At its seventh plenary meeting on 16 May 1983, Congress
had adopted the amendments to Regulation 83 of the General Regulations as
given in Cg-IX/PINK 9, Appendix B. Congress had also decided that the amended
text of Regulation 83 would become effective on 16 May 1983. As the amended
text of Regulation 83 had already come into force, it had to be adopted in the
form of a resolution.
The amendments to Cg-IX/PINK 9, contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 9 ADD. 1, were adopted.
Draft Resolution 10.2/1
9 ADD.l, was adopted.

(Cg-,-IX),

contained in Appendix A to Document

Cg~IX/PINK

The

vice-chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK

24

REV. 1.
The proposed revised texts of General Regulations 128, 144, 152, 177
and 195, contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 24 REV. 1, were
adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 24 REV. 1, was approved.
The

contained in

vice-chairman of Committee A introduced Document ·Cg-IX/PINK

36

REV. 1.
The annex to draft Resolution 10.2/5 (Cg-IX) was adopted.
Draft Resolution 10.215 -(Cg-IX),
Cg-IX/PINK 36 REV. 1, was adopted.

contained in Appendix B to Document

The delegate of Kenya proposed
amending
paragraph
10.2.X
in
Appendix A, by replacing in the second sentence the word "agreed" by the word
"decided".
That amendment was adopted.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 36 REV. 1, was approved as amended.

*i.e. Council
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The vice-chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 60.
Draft Resolution 10.2/X (Cg-IX) and its annex, contained in Appendix B
to Document Cg-IX/PINK 60, was approved.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 60, was approved.

contained in

The vice-chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 66.
The proposed texts· of new or amended General Regulations, contained in
Appendix C to Document Cg-IX/PINK 66, were adopted.
Draft Resolution 10.2/3 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 66, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 66, was approved.

contained ln

The vice-chairman of Committee A introduced Document. Cg-IX/PINK 67.
In the proposed revised text of Regulation 110, he stated that the word
"Member", in the last line of the first paragraph, should read: "member", i.e.
without a capital "M".
The proposed revised texts of General Regulations 109 and 110, contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 67, were adopted as amended.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 67, was approved.
58.

contained in

Election of members of the ExecutiveCommittee* (Agenda item 11.2)
(Cg-IX/PINK 28)
The President submitted Document Cg-IX/PINK 28 to Congress.

The draft text for. inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 28, was approved.
59.

Appointment of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 11.3) (Cg-IX/PINK 26)
The President submitted Document Cg-IX/PINK 26 to Congress.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 26~was approved.
60.

Meteorology and society (Agenda item 12) (Cg-IX/PINK 48)
The President introduced DocumentCg-IX/PINK 48.

The' delegate of Kenya proposed that paragraph 12 .2 of the appendix be
redrafted as follows:
*i.e. Council
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"A proposal submitted by the German Democratic Republic on 'WMO and
the assessment of possible consequences of the use of nuclear weapons
to the· atmosphere and climate of the Earth I was considered under
agenda item 3.2.3 - World Climate Impact Studies Programme (see paragraphs 3.2.3.7 to ... of the general summary)."
It represented no change of substance.
The President said that he had no objection to that change.
The delegate of Spain supported the Kenyan proposal. As regards paragraph 12.1, he considered that the Secretary":'<;eneral should not be asked to
decide which were the "key" statements.
In a sui table compilation, "key"
statements and others would be included. He therefore proposed that the word
"key", in the third line from the bottom, be deleted.
He also proposed that the last word of the paragraph, "document", be
replaced by the word "publication".
Those amendments were adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 48, was approved as amended.
61.

Questions concerning the Convention (Agenda item 10.1) (Cg-IX/PINK 56)

The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 56, which
dealt with procedures for the appointment of the Deputy Secretary":'<;eneral so
as to meet the basic objective of the proposed amendments to Article 21 of the
Convention submitted by Kenya in Document Cg-IX/Doc. 22.
The text contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 56 was approved for inclusion in the general summary.
62.

Further development of the World Weather Watch Programme, including
the report of the president of CBS (Agenda item 3.l~1) (Cg-IX/PINK 44
ADD. 1)
-

The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 44 ADD. 1,
which had been drafted to draw attention to problems being experienced by Contracting Parties operating the NAOS scheme.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 44 ADD. 1, was approved.
63.

Tropical meteorology (Agenda item 3.3.2) (Cg-IX/PINK 55)
The vice-chairman-of Committee B introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 55.

Draft- Resolution 3.3.2/1 (Cg-IX>. and its_ annex,
Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 55, were adopted.

contained

in
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The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 55, was approved.
64.

contained in

General review of technical co-operation activities (Agenda item 4.1)
(Cg-IX/PINK 57)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 57.

The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 57, was approved.
65.

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (Agenda item 4.2)
(Cg-IX/PINK 58)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 58.

Draft Resolution 4.2/2 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix C to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 58, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 4.2/1 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 58, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 58, was approved.
66.

contained in

Voluntary Co-operation Programme (Agenda item 4.3) (Cg-IX/PINK 64)

Draft Resolution 4.3/1 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 64, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 64, was approved.
67.

sununary,

contained in

Organization and financing of technical co-operation activities
(Agenda item 4.4) (Cg-IX/PINK 59)

The delegate of the United Kingdom, referring to paragraph 4.4.3 of
the general sununary, requested that the minutes of the session contain a paragraph making it clear that special funds, such as those established by some
Members for the development and certification of an operational ASDAR unit,
should not be considered as Trust Funds liable to the standard 14 per cent
rate levied on Trust Funds and UNDP.
In that connexion he referred to
"REQUESTS" in Resolution 3.1.2/1, wherein the Secretary-General was requested
to provide administrative support for such activities.
It was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 59, was approved.
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68.

Report on the review of the scientific and technical structure
functioning of the Organization (Agenda item 2.2) (Cg-IX/PINK 61)

and

The vice-chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 61.
The draft text for inclusion in the general
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 61, was approved.

summary~

contained in the

The delegate of Norway, Mr. K. Langlo, in what in fact was a farewell
address after a distinguished career in the service of meteorology, pointed
out that the effective functioning of WMO did not depend merely on the structure of the Organization, but also on other considerations, such as the need
for Members to abstain from taking up political issues, thereby distracting
attention from the main purposes of the Organization.. Another consideration
was the willingness of individuals to donate their time and efforts to WMO.
The WMO infrastructure of regional associations, technical commissions
and their working groups and rapporteurs relied to a great extent on the
voluntary assistance of a large number of people.
Without such voluntary
assistance, WMO would depend on its small Secretariat which, although
efficient, could not single-handedly deal with all the problems.
Mr. Langlo informed the delegates that Ninth Congress would be his
last, after thirty-six years I work within WMO in various capacities.
He
wished to record his enthusiastic belief in WMOand its aims. He thanked his
many friends in Congress and throughout the world for the great pleasure he
had derived from working with them. He hoped they would continue to support
WMO and he reminded them that "nothing great can ever be achieved without
enthusiasm".
For
WMO
to
succeed
within
its
budgetary
limitations,
enthusiastic voluntary support was essential.

The meeting rose at 3.45 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING
27 May 1983 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m._
69.

Approval of the minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (MIN. 5, 6, and 7)

The President announced that in accordance with custom any minutes not
approved by Congress would be approved by the President prior to publication.
The delegate of France requested that in paragraph 14 of MIN. 5 the
word "Members" be replaced by "delegates"; and that in paragraph 27 of those
minutes "Member countries" be replaced by "Member States".
The delegate of Colombia requested that a comma instead of full stop
be placed at the end of the existing text of paragraph 29 of MIN. 5 and that
the following words be added:
"in accordance with criteria and weighting
factors, including the state of development of the Meteorological Services,
international co-operation activities, geographical factors within each
Region, suitable rotation among Members _and other factors which might
contribute to bringing about a better and more representative distribution of
seats, including a balance between representation on the Committee and
staffing of posts in the World Meteorological Organization Secretariat."
The provisional minutes of the fifth plenary meeting, contained in
Document Cg-IX/MIN. 5, as amended, were approved.
The delegate of France stated that the text of paragraphs 15 and 16 of
MIN. 6 did not faithfully reflect in extenso her intervention and requested
correction in accordance with her own written text which she re-read:
"We are not opposed to this election. We consider, however, that the
WMO Convention does not differentiate at all between the three VicePresidents of the Organization and that the Vice-Presidency fulfils
one and the same function, all categories being indistinguishable. We
note, moreover, that, since the creation of WMO, no Vice-President has
remained in office for more than two consecutive terms.
Only the
office of President of the Organization constitutes a different function. Consequently, we wish to state categorically that, for us, this
election could in no way constitute a precedent. In our view, it is
contrary to the letter of theWM0Convention.
Even if the- provisions
of the General Regulations are not absolutely clear on this point, the
election of the same person to a Vice-Presidency for more than two
consecutive terms is in any case absolutely contrary to the spirit of
those who drew up the Convention.
"My delegation does not wish to open a debate on this question at this
stage of the proceedings, but it insists on informing Congress that,
in the future, it will oppose any broad interpretation of the text of
the General Regulations regarding the duration of the terms of office
of the Vice-Presidents."
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The President stated that the Secretariat would make the necessary
corrections.
Subject to such correction, the provisional minutes of
plenary meeting, contained in Document Cg-IX/MIN. 6, were approved.
The minutes of· the· seventh plenary meeting,
Cg-IX/MIN. 7, were approved without comment.
70.

contained

the sixth

in Document

World Climate Applications Programme (Agenda item 3.2.1)
(Cg-IX/PINK 39 REV. 2)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-IX/PINK 39
REV. 2, stated that the committee had reviewed REV. 1 of that document J.n
order to divide the draft resolution in two, as requested.
He wished to
announce two corrections to REV. 2: in paragraph 3.2.1.12 of Appendix A, the
penultimate sentence should end " (see annex to paragraph 3.2.1.3 and the
annexes to Resolution 3.2.111 and Resolution 3.2.1/2)"; and at the end of
each draft resolution there should be added "(5) To promote the translation of
Technical Notes in the working languages of the Organi:z;ation, within the
available budgetary limits." The latter correction responded to a request by
the delegate of Kenya.
Draft Resolutions
3.2.111
and
3.2.1/2,
contained in Document
Cg-IX/PINK 39 REV. 2, Appendix B and Appendix C, respectively, as corrected,
were adopted without comment.
The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary, contained in
Document Cg-IX/PINK 39 REV. 2, Appendix A, was approved without comment.
71.

World Climate Impact Studies Programme (Agenda item 3.2.3)
(Cg-IX/PINK 69)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-IX/PINK 69,
stated that the draft text contained in the appendix represented a careful
balance of views expressed in the committee after a great deal of deliberation.
The delegate of Uganda stated that he had no wish to upset the balance
of the proposed text but he considered that the last four words of paragraph 3.2.3.12 ought to be deleted.
There were many occasions on which
Congress adopted no resolution but it was not the practice to state the fact
in reports.
The delegate of Spain endorsed the view of the last speaker.
The delegate .of the United Kingdom stated that he would have some
difficulty in accepting the proposed deletion, since the words were an import-.
ant part of a compromise reached with some difficulty. Stronger wording had
been suggested but not found acceptable.
The delegate of Uganda stated that the retention of the wording would
set an undesirable precedent.
Many other instances could be given of
compromises which resulted in no resolution being adopted.
He would be
prepared to accept the replacement of "and adopted no resolution" by "and took
no further action".
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The President appealed to delegates to appreciate the delicacy of the
situation in which a compromise had been so difficult to reach.
The delegate of Oman endorsed the President's remarks.
The delegate of Kenya said he wished to point out that the draft text
had come directly from a subcommittee to the plenary, without Committee B
having had the opportunity to study it. His delegation supported the deletion
proposed by the delegate of Uganda.
The delegate of New Zealand said that, as a member of. the sub-group
responsible for preparing the text under discussion, he wished to give some
details about the course of negotiations.
An earlier text which a working
group had prepared had been submitted by the sub-group to Committee B which,
however, sent it back with the request that a better compromise be sought.
The earlier text was intended to be a consensus one and did not include a
statement that no resolution had been adopted. The committee requested that,
in order to arrive at a compromise, there be consultation with a wider range
of delegates.
The sub-group tried but failed to get a consensus on those
lines.
It was essential to appreciate that the situation was different from
the other cases to which delegates had referred.
In the circumstances, he
strongly believed that Congress should accept the text submitted.
The delegate of the United Kingdom confirmed the. account by the last
speaker of the course of negotiations and suggested that Congress should vote
on the text introduced by the chairman of Committee B.
The
delegate
of
Spain
requested
that,
in
accordance
with
Regulation 99, Congress vote on the amendment proposed by the delegate of
Uganda.
There were 36 votes in favour and 40 against.

The amendment was not

adopted.
The draft text, contained in the appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 69,
was approved.
The deleqate of the U.S.S.R. said he wished to make a statement in
connexion with the text which had just been approved.
The lively debates
during Congress on the subject raised by the delegation of the German Democratic Republic, together with the documents submitted by that delegation,
showed that the problem posed by the impact of nuclear arms on the atmosphere
and climate did not leave delegates indifferent.
Very many delegates had
intervened in plenary session, in the Committee of the Whole and in Committee B.
Inevitably, points of view and understanding of the essence of the
problem were n:otidentical.The Soviet delegatien noted with deep satisfaction that all speakers were seriously concet'ned at the danger to our
planet, its atmosphere and climate which thermo-nuclear war would present.
Certain statements suggested that the problem was somehow new and undocumented; and hence that the Organization would be exploring terra incognita by
taking up its study.
He had been prompted by those statements to make what might be called
a small scientific experiment. He had visited the Organization's library to
see what references to works on the subject he could find in a brief search.
Delegates would well know that the library could not be compared in its scope
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with, for example, the Library of the United States Congress or with the Lenin
Library in Moscow. Nevertheless, a preliminary and far from complete search
lasting only 20 minutes had produced a list of 76 references, including works
that described the research of well-known scientists from many countries.
They included publications of the United States National Academy of Sciences,
works from the United Kingdom, Sweden, the Netherlands, the Federal Republic
of Germany and many other western countries. The authors included such scientists as Jaenicke, Satelou, Seiler, Glasstone, Dolan, Jenkins and Caldwell.
He would be pleased to make the bibliography available to any interested
delegate.
He would draw particular attention to "The atmosphere after a
nuclear war:
twilight at noon", by the American scientists P. Crutzen and
J. Birks.
The preliminary list contained no works from the socialist
countries where, of course, research had also been undertaken. He wished to
repeat that his delegation was prepared to assist the Organization in the area
of study under discussion and had certain resources for the purpose.
His experiment had amply proved that the question was by no means a
novelty in the meteorological world and that one person could, given goodwill,
obtain basic information on the subject in a mere 20 minutes, without spending
a single dollar or franc.
For WMO, which could draw on the talents of the
best scientists in the fields of meteorology, the atmospheric sciences and
climate, an examination of the consequences for the atmosphere of a thermonuclear conflict should be neither too complex, too difficult nor too expensive. The Organization would thus respond to numerous appeals by the United
Nations General Assembly to international institutions and would react to the
keen interest throughout the world in a question of vital importance to everyone.
In order to save. time he would allude only briefly to an article which
had appeared in the "International Herald Tribune" in March 1983 and had
aroused considerable interest among scientists in western countries.
It discussed research carried out in Sweden and explained that research and mathematical models indicated that the main danger, even of a "limited" nuclear
conflict and even for those in countries not involved in the conflict, would
lie in the serious effects on the earth I s atmosphere and climate. The editorial column of that well-known western newspaper called on scientists to
investigate the question in greater depth, in view of its great importance for
all inhabitants of the planet.
As had been stated by several delegates, the text just approved by
Congress represented a difficult compromise.
His delegation had endeavoured
to show a maximum of co-operation and understanding for the position of their
western colleagues.
In making a final evaluation of the document, his delegation believed that it largely reflected the concern of Congress with the
problem under discussion.
His delegation was conviced that, with the approval
of the text, the Organization would not neglect the important work carried out
in that field and would not close the door on activities relating to it.
On
the contrary, the understanding of his delegation was that Congress had taken
a small first step in the right direction, which could lead to a scientific
contribution to the noble task of preserving the planet from the nuclear
threat and to the elucidation of the scientific aspects of the problem.
A
sense of duty and of conscience on the part of scientists was called for and
that was what the United Nations expected from those who participated in the
work of WMO.
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The delegate of the German Democratic Republic noted with satisfaction
that the majority of delegations had expressed concern over the growing danger
of nuclear war, which could threaten the survival of mankind. There had been
a consensus that WMO had a responsibility to study the possible consequences
which the use of nuclear weapons would have on global weather and climate and
that it could promote understanding of the real dangers inherent in nuclear
weapons.
He expressed the view that WMO should play a more active role in
accordance with the appeals made by the United Nations General Assembly and
other international organizations such as the World Health Organization. The
Executive Committee* should continue to study the matter since WMO's position
would undoubtedly assist in furtherance of world-wide efforts to prevent
nuclear war and to achieve disarmament.
The delegate of Cuba endorsed the remarks made by the previous
speaker. Furthermore, his delegation considered that WMO should make a decisive contribution to studies on the impact of the use of nuclear weapons on
the atmosphere and climate in collaboration with other specialized agencies of
the United Nations. His delegation firmly believed that WMO should continue
to study that important question so that solutions might be found.
The delegate of Viet Nam said that his delegation fully endorsed the
statements made by the delegates of the U.S.S.R., the German Democratic Republic. and Cuba.
His delegation had explained the reasons underlying its
position in its statement to the plenary meeting.
The delegate of the United States of America hoped that WMO's future
work would not be disrupted by continually raising the subj ect of nuclear
weapons when WMO had so many important objectives to achieve.
72.

Regional activities, including the reports of presidents of regional
associations (continued) (Agenda item 3.6.1) (Cg-IX/PINK 62)

The chairman of Committee A introduced the document,· indicating that
in the French text of the first line of paragraph 3.6.1.7 in the appendix the
word "situation" should be replaced by the word "emplacement".
The same
amendment probably applied to the Spanish text.
The document reflected the wide-ranging discussion that had taken
place in the committee and it embodied the compromise reached concerning the
budgetary ceiling.
The delegate of Malawi pointed out that there was a discrepancy
between part VII on page 6 of Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 49, where
Regional Activities came under the Deputy Secretary-General, and paragraph (8)
of the annex to paragraph 3.6 .1.10 in the document under discussion, which
stated that they came under the Secretary-General.
The President, in reply, stated that they came under the SecretaryGeneral and assured the delegate of Malawi that any inconsistencies would be
eliminated.

*i.e. Executive Council
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The annex to paragraph 3.6.1.10 of the general summary, contained in
the appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 62 r was approved.
The delegate of China said that when Document Cg-IX/PINK 44 had been
considered, at the tenth plenary meeting, in view of the statement made by a
certain delegate referring to China's territory in the South China Sea, the
Chinese delegation had reserved its right to speak on the subject. He now
wished to state unequivocally the position of the Chinese Government on the
issue.
It was well known that the Xisha, Nansha, Dongsha
and Zhongsha
Islands had been part of China's territory since ancient times.
China's
sovereignty over the islands was undisputed, had been attested by numerous
authoritative sources and recognized internationally. Even the Government of
the above-mentioned delegate had on many occasions before 1974 made statements
confirming that those islands were part of China's territory and documents to
that effect could be produced.
Since 1975, however, that Government had
changed its position and laid claim to the Nansha and Xisha Islands. Accordingly, the delegate of that country had repeatedly tried to get placed on the
list of the Regional Basic Synoptic Network of the WWW the meteorological
station on one of the Xisha Islands - a station which did not exist - and the
station set up illegally on one of the Nansha Islands, thereby endeavouring to
get WMO to recognize his country's claim to those islands.
The Chinese delegation had come to the Ninth World Meteorological Congress in a spirit of international co-operation and friendship, hoping to help
solve, with others, some of the problems facing the Organization. It did not
wish at such an international conference to debate a subject which was in fact
an issue of territorial sovereignty between two countries, but when a certain
delegate had raised the issue it could not remain silent. It hoped that that
delegate would place greater value on international co-operation in meteorology and cease to run counter to historical evidence. Its present attitude
could only be harmful to such co-operation.
The delegate of Canada drew attention to the inconsistency between the
reference in paragraph 3.6.1.5 to the Regional Office for Latin America and
that in paragraph 3.6.1.7 to the Regional Office for the Americas.
The Secretary-General replied that paragraph 3.6.1.5 related to events
in the past, therefore it was correct to refer to the Regional Office for
Latin America.
The delegate of Viet Nam said that his delegation had already made a
statement in plenary concerning certain foreign meteorological stations which
had been installed illegally on parts of Vietnamese territory and had no
intention of entering into polemics on the question, which would only waste
time. It would merely like to reaffirm once and for all the position of the
Vietnamese Government, and to reject any other unfounded declaration on the
issue.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 62, was approved.
The
RA V on page
include the
posed by the

delegate of Saudi Arabia asked why the seminars under RA II and
4 of the introductory part of the Document Cg-IX/PINK 62 did not
seminar on the study of atmospheric phenomena in the Red Sea, prodelegation of Yemen, which had been agreed upon in Committee A.
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The chairman of Committee A explained that a compromise had been
reached in the committee on the budgetary ceiling for regional activities and
the regional associations were themselves free to decide upon their priorities.
The text therefore showed the proposals made by RA 11 and RA V.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia reiterated that the proposal by Yemen had
received support in the committee and in his view it should be included or all
the seminars proposed should be deleted, leaving the Regional Association to
take its own decision.
The delegate of Oman endorsed the
Saudi Arabia.

remarks made by the delegate of

The delegate of Ethiopia said that the presidents of the regional
associations had been asked to accommodate their activities within the budgetary ceiling fixed. The lists given in Document Cg-IX/PINK 62 were not final
and were intended only to give an idea of what activities could be carried out.
The delegate of Malaysia stressed that the seminars in question were
to be held jointly by RA II and RA V and they must be beneficial to both
regional associations.
_The President asked whether Congress wished to ;include the seminar on
the study of atmospheric phenomena in the Red Sea in the list of possible
seminars for RA 11 and RA V.
It was so decided.
The delegate of the United Kingdom said that he had already referred
to the progress being made in developing the European geostationary satellite
and to the important Plenipotentiary Confere~ce on the future of the satellite
programme. He was pleased to inform Congress that it had been a very positive
and in many ways very exciting meeting; a convention had been signed and the
amount of contributions had reached such a level that it had become possible
to place orders for the building of the satellite, which would guarantee the
continuation of a geostationary European satellite at least until 1995 and
maybe up to the year 2000.
Ninth Congress would be his last, following 18 years I service on the
Executive Committee and other WMO bodies, and he wished to state that it had
been a privilege to serve WMO. Indeed, it was a privilege and- a pleasure to
be a meteorologist at all, because meteorology was a magnificent subject, both
as a science and as a profession, and he had enjoyed every minute of it, particularly since it had been enhanced by the warm collaboration and friendship
that he had received frornal1.
As one of the most outspoken delegates, he was aware that from time to
time he had not pleased all, but, whatever he might have said, he had always
tried to do what he considered was in the interests of the science of meteorology and of the future of the Organization. He was certain the Members would
extend to his successor, Dr. John Houghton, the same collaboration and warmth
that had been given him.
Finally, he wished to offer to the Organization, to each national
Service and to each participant individually his warm good wishes for the
future. Whatever his future role might be, he would do his utmost to continue
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to support the science and practice of meteorology at both the national and
international levels.
73.

Consolidated programme and budget (continued) (Agenda item 8)
(Cg-IX/PINK 70)

The President introduced the document and informed Congress that the
tables contained in Appendix A were for information.
The delegate of Spain, referring to the annex to draft Resolution 8/1
(Cg-IX) contained in Appendix C, said that it would be difficult for govern~
ments to have any precise idea of their contributions if the miscellaneous
income mentioned in footnote 2 were not specified. He considered that the
Revenue column did not present an accurate picture of the situation since
miscellaneous income derived from, for example, interest on short-term
investments represented by a specific figure.
The chairman of the Sub-Committee of Committee B explained that
Members' contributions were determined by.the Executive Committee and at the
present stage they could not be calculated exactly; it was only possible to
determine the maximum figure.
The President said that at Eighth Congress a si.milar resolution with
the same footnote had been adopted.
Draft Resolution 8/1 (Cg-IX) and its annex, contained in Appendix C to
Document Cg-IX/PINK 70, were adopted.
The delegate of France, referring to Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK
70, said that a number of delegations had stressed the need for translation of
technical and other publications into the official languages of the Organization. It was therefore clear that the increase in credits for supernumerary
and temporary staff was intended to provide more translation facilities.
She therefore proposed that in Part 5, Programme-supporting activities, paragraph 8.15, the words "for these activities" should be amended to
read "especially for translation activities".
The delegates of Spain and Congo. supported the amendment.
The amendment to paragraph 8.15 proposed by the delegation of France
was adopted.
The delegate of Spain proposed, as he had done at the Joint Committee
meeting, that the words "which Gould result in sizeable savings to the budget"
be deleted from paragraph 8.16 as they constituted an unnecessary restriction
on the action of the Secretary-General.
The Organization should endeavour to make savings by producing shorter
texts - indeed many organizations had a sensible rule that no report should
extend to more than 30 pages.
The deletion proposed by the delegate of Spain was approved.
The draft ·text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 70, as amended, was approved.

contained in
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Proportional contributions of Members (Agenda item 9.3)
(Cg-IX/PINK 53)

The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 53 and drew
attention to the last sentence of the penultimate paragraph in Appendix A of
the French version which read~ "Pour des raisons pratiques, il a ete decide que
le montant de ces avances serait calcule sur la base des contributions
proportionelles approuvees pour 1987." That version was the correct one.
The delegate of Spain proposed that the other language versions be
aligned with the French text.
It was so decided.
The delegate of the U.S.S.R. said that when Ninth Congress had opened
and work had commenced, the Soviet delegation, like a number of other delegations, had spoken in favour of a reduction in the draft budget of the Organization for 1984-1987 and the concept of an actual "zero-growth" budget, i. e.
manintaining the budget at the level of the eighth fincancial period.
In that connexion the Soviet delegation, adopting the policy of a
reduction in the budget, proceeded not from the principle of a decrease in WMO
activities, but from the position of a comprehensive analysis and realistic
assessment for the successful further development of the Organization during
the ninth finacial period, with an actual "zero-growth" budget.
The Soviet delegation called upon the Secretary-General and the Executive Committee of WMO to follow a policy of making all possible economies in
funds and of making rational use of funds during the ninth financial period,
so that the best interests of the Organization and its Members would be served.
By subscribing to the consensus on the WMO budget adopted for
1984-1987, the Soviet delegation was following the spirit of full co-operation
with the Organization and its Members, but its attitude to the principle of an
actual "zero-growth" budget for WMO remained unchanged.
The President pointed out that the word "for" in the heading 9.3 in
Appendix A should be amended to read "in".
The delegate of New Zealand said that the word "Samoa" in Table 11 on
page 7, Appendix B, should be amended to read "Western Samoa".
It was so agreed.
The delegate of Burma drew attention to a typing errQr in Table II on
page 7 where the third country in the list should read "Bhutan".
It was so agreed.
The delegate of Poland said that his delegation had already had the
opportuni ty to present its view on the adjustment of assessments on proportional contributions in the sub-committee and at the meeting of Committee A.
He supported the alignment of those assessments with those of the
United Nations and advocated the implementation of a new formula in one step
as from 1984.
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He understood, however, that the idea elaborated by Committee A represented a compromise enabling the reconciliation of the interests of particular
Member States and emphasized that that solution should be treated as the first
step towards assessing contributions in accordance with the United Nations
scale, as stated in paragraph 14 of the stunmary of discussion in Document
Cg-IX/PINK 53.
The delegate of Ethiopia proposed that in the table on page 6 of the
document an asterisk be placed against the name of South Africa and a footnote
included to the effect that South Africa had been suspended by Resolution 38
(Cg-VII) from exercising its rights and enjoying its privileges as a Member of
WMO.
The proposal was adopted.
The annex to draft Resolution 9.3/2 (Cg-IX), as contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 53, as amended, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 9.3/2
Cg-IX/PINK 53, was adopted.

as

contained

in

Appendix

B

to

Document

The draft text for inclusion in the general stunmary, as contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 53, as amended, was adopted.
The delegate of Mexico said that he did not wish to go against the
consensus of Congress on draft Resolution 9.3/2 (Cg-IX) concerning the assessment of proportional contributions of Members for the ninth financial period
of WMO.
He wished, however, to have it recorded that the adoption of the
resolution should not be. interpreted as an acceptance by the Mexican Government of the United Nations scale of assessments, which had been used as a
basis to calculate the contributions of WMO Members.
The delegate of Brazil said that the absence of opposition by his
delegation to the adoption of an assessment of proportional contributions to
WMO based, in part, on the United Nations scale of contributions must not be
understood as implicit acceptance by the Brazilian Government of the criteria
for establishing the scale of assessments adopted by the latest session of the
United Nations General Assembly.

75.

Staff matters (Agenda item 9.4) (Cg-IX/PINK 65)

The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 65 and drew
attention to an editorial amendment.
In paragraph 9.4.1 the words "on the
basis of five half days a week" should be amended to read "on a half-time
basis".
The delegate of Canada asked whether "on a half-time basis" had the
same meaning as the words "on a half-time contract basis" used in paragraph 8.17 of Appendix B to Document Cg~IX/PINK 70.
The Secretary-General confirmed that the two phrases meant the same.
The draft text for inclusion in the general stunmary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 65, as amended, was approved.
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Secretary-General's contract (Agenda item 9.5) (Cg-IX/PINK 63)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 63.

Draft Resolution 9.5/1 (Cg-IX) with its
Appendix B to Document Cg-IX/PINK 63, was adopted.

annex,

as

contained

in

The delegate of Egypt proposed that paragraph 9.5.2 in Appendix A
should be amended to read " ... should be US $11 400 per year as at present."
The amendment was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, as contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 63, as amended, was approved.
The delegate of the United Kingdom expressed his conviction that the
Secretary-General would spend the sum of US $60 099 wisely and well, but was
very worried about how he would spend the 15 cents.
The President requested that the
speaker be duly recorded in the minutes.
77.

witty

concerns

of

the

previous

Questions concerning the Convention (Agenda item 10.1) (Cg-IX/PINK 12
REV. 1 and PINK 15 REV. 2)

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 12 REV. 1, was approved.
The delegate of France regretted that Congress had adopted a decision
which was not in accordance with the WMO Convention.
The delegate of Kenya said that Congress was the law-maker of the
Organization and was empowered to amend the Convention or Regulations at any
time; it was therefore competent to give an interpretation of "designated".
The delegate of Spain supported the opinion of the delegate of France.
The President introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 15 REV. 2.
The Secretary-General said that, when the agenda item had been discussed earlier in plenary, he had been requested by the delegate of Egypt to
ascertain whether or not the Convention had ever been amended by a vote by
correspondence.
Consequently, the Secretariat had looked into that matter
and, as far as could be ascertained, such had not been the case.
However,
the search had brought to light paragraph 5.1.3 in the general summary of
Sixth Congress which read:
"Congress also decided, in agreement with the position taken by Third
Congress, that an amendment being treated under the provisions of
Article 28 (c) shall not be submitted to a vote by correspondence for
the purpose of securing approval by the necessary two-thirds majority
of Members which are States."
He had then checked the general summary of Third Congress. Paragraph
3.1.1.4 stated that Congress was of the opinion that the formal adoption of a
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draft amendment to the Convention solely by a postal vote was neither
permissible nor desirable. I t therefore appeared that the action which the
present Congress had taken earlier on the item, as recorded in the draft text
in the document before the meeting, could be brought into question because
those. two earlier Congresses had definitely stated in the respective general
summaries that it should not be done.
The delegate of Egypt said that Ninth Congress had decided by a twothirds majority that a postal vote could be taken on an amendment to the Convention. Decisions to the contrary by previous Congresses could not limit the
freedom of action of the present or future Congresses. The draft text in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 15 REV. 2 accurately reflected what had taken
place.
The delegate of Ethiopia observed that each Congress was a different
body, free to make its own decisions. The link between them was the Convention by which they must all abide. However, no article of the Convention prohibi ted its amendment by postal ballot, for which the present Congress had
voted by a two-thirds majority. The Secretary-General had merely pointed out
that a previous Congress had decided against such an action.
The delegate of Kenya considered that it was out of order to re-open
the discussion on a matter which had already been decided and which was now
properly before the Executive Committee. Congress was the supreme body of the
Organization and it established the law through the Convention and the General
Regulations, which it had full powers to amend.
Hence, it could annul the
decisions of a previous Congress.
The delegate of the United Kingdom said he was concerned by the wider
implications of the decision rather than by the specific action decided upon.
In fact, he was concerned to preserve the integrity of Congress which, as the
delegate of Kenya had rightly observed, was the supreme law-making body of the
Organization. Nothing should be done to curtail its powers. Congress itself
should hold a thorough discussion on any new laws.
It would constitute a
disastrous precedent to circumvent Congress by recourse to a postal ballot.
Third and Sixth Congress had acted wisely in upholding the law-making machinery. If Congress wished to overturn previous decisions on the major issue of
amending the Convention by postal ballot, it should do so consciously by
taking a clear-cut decision on that point.
The delegate of Egypt agreed with the delegate from Kenya that the
matter could not be re-opened. There had been no attempt to amend the Convention surreptitiously.
A vote had been taken and the decision adopted by a
two-thirds majority.
The delegate of the U.S.S.R. supported the views expressed by the
delegates of Egypt and Kenya. The decision taken had been in conformity with
Article 8 of the Convention.
The delegate of France said it was incorrect to say that Congress had
the sovereign right to change the Convention.
A Convention was signed by
governments which thereby undertook certain commitments. It could be amended
only by those governments. That was why she had requested, each time the Convention had been amended by the present Congress, that the number of Member
States present which accepted the amendment should be recorded.
To say that
Congress could do what it liked with the Convention was not only false, it was
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contrary to the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties.
It was essential
that signatory governments should know exactly what their corrunitments were
under a Convention without the possibility of having anything imposed on them
at any time by the assembly of an organization.
The delegate of New Zealand said he was also disturbed at the way
matters were proceeding.
Congress had not discussed the substance of the
issue which had been put to the vote.
The views of his delegation on that
issue were to be found in the proceedings of Eighth Congress.
The delegate of the United States likewise expressed his concern and
endorsed the views expressed by the United Kingdom delegate.
The delegate of Ghana said he was strongly opposed to changing a
decision taken by Congress.
That decision should be binding;
whether or not
it was dangerous was a matter of opinion. In his view it was not.
The delegate of the Netherlands said he had no wish to re-open the
discussion on a decision taken by Congress.
However, he thought that the
draft text should reflect what had actually occurred. He therefore proposed
the addition of the following text to paragraph 10.1.2:
"Several delegations, however, expressed the view that a vote by correspondence on those amendments could only be held after agreement had
been reached on a certain interpretation of several articles of the
Convention.
They also pointed out that the Executive Corrunittee was
not competent to decide on interpretations of the Convention."

The President said that what was being questioned was the action of
the present Congress in making an interpretation of the Convention to the
effect that an amendment to it could be decided by postal ballot. It appeared
that earlier Congresses had already made their interpretation.
Therefore, as
had been unanimously agreed, the present Congress could likewise make an
interpretation, if it so wished. But it should do so in the knowledge of what
earlier Congresses had done. He therefore suggested that there be a proposal
to make an interpretation of the Convention which allowed a postal ballot to
be taken.
The delegate of Egypt said he could not agree with the President's
suggestion.
There was, in fact, no ambiguity about the decision which had
been taken. He did not object to adding to paragraph 10.1.2 the text proposed
by the delegate of the Netherlands.
The delegate of the United Kingdom very strongly supported the
President's suggestion.
There would be no dissent if Congress took a
conscious decision to allow the Convention to be amended by postal ballot.
But such a decision should be taken only after weighing up the consequences
and taking into account previous decisions on the subject.
What he deplored
was the fact that Congress was running the risk of making a serious change
without previously being fully informed on all the relevant background
information.
The delegate of Israel said that the draft text in Appendix A to
Document Cg-IX/PINK 15 REV. 2 did not really reflect the sequence of events
which had led up to the decision being taken.
The fact was that Congress had
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not reconsidered the amendments.
The president of RA I had suggested that
discussion should be deferred and had proposed a certain way of tackling the
problem.
The delegate of Nigeria asked the Secretary-General whether there was
any regulation which allowed a decision taken by Congress after discussion to
be changed. The matter had been put to the vote and a certain decision had
been taken.
The Secretary-General said he had felt it
attention of Congress the fact that the procedure
text had been given serious consideration by Third
appeared that what had been decided upon by Ninth
with the decisions of those earlier Congresses.

his duty to bring to the
referred to in the draft
and Sixth Congress and it
Congress was in conflict

As the United Kingdom delegate observed, Congress should take a conscious decision if it wished to alter what previous Congresses had done;
in
that way no misunderstanding would arise in future as to precisely what had
been decided by the present Congress.
The delegate of Eqypt said he could not agree with the delegate of
Israel that the draft text did not reflect what had taken place.
The delegate of Kenya also opposed the President I s suggestion.
The
matter had been settled by secret ballot. He had no objection to the addition
to the draft text proposed by the delegate of the Netherlands, but it should
stand as a separate paragraph.
He had been suprised by the comment that Congress was not competent to
amend the Convention.
In fact, Congress was composed of delegations representing governments and, for that reason, it was empowered to make decisions.
The delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany said that the issue
had a considerable bearing on the future work of Congress. The question was
whether a precedent would be constituted for important decisions being taken
without discussion. It would, for example, be impossible to conduct the present debate by correspondence.
The delegate of Egypt said that voting by correspondence by no means
precluded Member States from expressing their views, which were recorded in a
Secretariat document distributed to all of them. The procedure was constantly
used by the Executive Committee and by the technical commissions. He proposed
that the discussion be brought to an end.
The delegate of Canada wondered whether the draft text should include
a reference to the fact that Ninth Congress had consciously overturned decisions made by Third and Sixth Congress.
The President pointed out that the full record of the discussion would
be available in the minutes of the meeting.
The delegate of Ghana enquired whether the earlier Congresses had
taken formal decisions by a two-thirds majority on the subject.
The President confirmed that the records indicated that such had been
the case.
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The delegate of Saudi Arabia observed that the munber of delegates
present at Third and Sixth Congress had been considerably less than at Ninth
Congress. It was reasonable to reconsider decisions in the light of changes.
The question had been put to the vote in the present Congress and had been
decided by a two-thirds majority. He supported the proposal that the discussion should now be concluded.
The President announced that he would put to the vote the draft text
with the addition proposed by the delegate of the Netherlands.
The delegate of Ethiopia asked that the opening phrase of the Netherlands' amendment, "Several delegations", be replaced by "Some delegations".
The delegate of the Netherlands accepted the Ethiopian sub-amendment.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 15 REV. 2, as amended, was approved by 70
votes to 1, with 11 abstentions.
The delegate of Israel, speaking in explanation of his vote against
approving the text, referred to his earlier statement.
The President observed that Congress had taken a conscious decision by
its vote.
75.

Review of the previous resolutions of Congress (Agenda item 10.3)
(Cg-IX/PINK 68)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-IX/PINK 68.

Draft Resolution 10.3/1 (Cg-IX), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-IX/PINK 68, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general
Appendix A to Document Cg-IX/PINK 68, was approved.
79.

summary,

contained in

IMO Lecture and scientific discussions (Agenda item 13) (Cg-IX/PINK 72)
The President submitted Document Cg-IX/PINK 72.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 72, was approved.
80.

Date and place of Tenth Congress (Agenda item 14) (Cg-IX/PINK 71)
The President submitted Document Cg-IX/PINK 71, item 14, to Congress.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
tained in the appendix to Document Cg-IX/PINK 71, was approved.
81.

item 14,

con-

Closure of the session (Agenda item 15) (Cg-IX/PINK 71)
The President submitted Document Cg-IX/PINK 71, item 15, to Congress.
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The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary,
tained in the appendix to Document Cg~IX/PINK 71, was approved.

item 15, con-

The delegate of Nigeria said that the deliberations, interventions and
decisions of Congress on the complex and varied agenda had been constructive
and had been carried out with the co-operation, efficiency, dedication and
maturity for which the Organization was known all over the world.
The science of meteorology had continued to advance in knowledge and
expertise although there were still many challenges to be faced which would
certainly require the collective effort and commitment of all Members of the
Organization in the future.
Tremendous and significant progress had been made in the last ten to
fifteen years in the developing countries, especially in Africa, in education
and training, the development of Meteorological Services, technical assistance and the transfer of technology.
He was proud to have witnessed the
large number of highly qualified meteorologists, operational hydrologists and
technicians from the African Region, many of whom had made a great contribution to the work of the Congress. He hoped that that upsurge would continue
for many years.
He expressed gratitude to all the developed countries and to
WMO, which in great measure had made that welcome revolution possible, and
hoped that their highly appreciated contributions would continue.
As many Members knew, the Congress now ending was his last. He had
attended four Congresses and had been associated with the acti vi ties of WMO
for about 22 years during his service in Nigeria and during his secondment to
the Sierra Leone Meteorological Service as Adviser and first Director of that
Service from September ;1.962 to January 1965.
He had been more intimately
associated with the Organization in the last ten years, during which period he
had been Director of the Nigerian Meteorological Service.
He had been a
member of the Executive Committee (now the Executive Council) during that
period in his position as president of RA I for six years and Firs.t VicePresident of WMO during the past four years.
He deeply appreciated the cooperation, understanding and consideration which he had received from Members
in all Regions, both past and present:
it had been a great pleasure to work
in harmony with them.
He expressed his deep thanks to all those who had
wished him well in his future activities.
He was satisfied that the president of RA I and most Members of the
Region were willing to keep the Region together and to work in harmony with
all Members of the Organization. He wished the Organization peace, goodwill
and understanding, and those placed in high positions, effective leadership,
broad perception and balanced judgment.
He thanked all Members who had given him tokens of their esteem - the
United States and Canada, the U:S.S.R. and the African Region, which had presented him with a citation signed by Members of the Region and some Members
from other Regions. He would cherish them always.
He congratulated Mr. Kintanar on his re-election as President of the
Organization for another four-year term and the Vice-Presidents, Mr. Izrael,
Mr. Zou and Mr. Bruce, on their election.
He congratulated all re-elected
members and newly elected members of the Executive Council.
He thanked the
Secretary-General for all he had done for the Organization during his tenure
and wished him well in his future life.
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He asked for the co-operation and support of all Members and of the
WMO Secretariat for the Secretary-General elect,· who came from his own
country, and wished him the very best during his tenure of office. He wished
all staff of the Secretariat all the best in their undertakings and recognized
their very high standards and contributions.
He congratulated the chairmen and and vice-chairmen of the committees
during Congress on a job well done.
He wished Sir John Mason, Mr. Langlo and
Mr. Lingelbach, who were also attending their last Congress, a happy future.
They had all contributed immensely to the work and progress of the
Organization and would be greatly missed.
He thanked the interpreters, especially those he had known for years,
for their excellent work.
Finally, he wished everyone God's continued guidance and blessings and
a safe return to their countries.
The delegate of Egypt, in his closing statement, congratulated the
President on his unanimous re-election, due in no small part to his neutrality, tolerance and determination when dealing with complex problems.
He expressed his pleasure at the success of the. three Vice-Presidents,
Mr. Izrael, Mr. Zou Jingmeng and Mr. Bruce, and congratulated them on their
skill in fulfilling their responsibilities.
On behalf of all Members, he expressed the hope that the Executive
Council would overcome the problems which would confront the Organization
during the next financial period.
He conveyed his thanks and appreciation to Mr. Abayomi, the outgoing
First Vice-President of WMO, laying stress on his wisdom, knowledge and experience. He also expressed his thanks to Mr. Wiin-Nielsen and congratulated
him on his ability in performing his duty as Secretary-General of WMO.
In conclusion, he assured Mr. Obasi of the Members' pleasure at his
appointment as Secretary-General of WMO for the next financial period.
His
wide knowledge and experience would greatly benefit the Organization.

The delegate of Dominica thanked Mr. Wiin-Nielson, the outgoing
Secretary-General, and expressed his best wishes to Mr. Obasi, the SecretaryGeneral elect, Mr. Langlo, Mr. Abayomi and Mr. Lingelbach.
He also regretted the fact that while WMO was one of the most efficient of the UN agencies, 1t had the smallest budget.
In order that the
Organization might be given correct priority, a firmer approach to governments was necessary.
The President, in his closing statement, noted that Congress had
reached satisfactory conclusions on all of the items. He thanked all Members
of Congress for their co-operation in this connexion and paid tribute to the
chairmen and vice-chairmen of the committees, Mr. Jatila, Mr. Alaimo, Mr.
Randrianarison and Mr. Bruce; the chairman of the Credentials Committee, Mr.
Langlo; the chairman of the Nomination Committee, Mr. Kabakibo; and to the
chairmen of the various working groups.
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He thanked the Members who had contributed to the numerous exhibitions, displays, film shows and demonstrations which had been mounted during
the session and he expressed his gratitude to the U.S.S.R. for the gifts it
had made to the Secretariat.
In conclusion, he thanked and congratulated the members
Secretariat on their efficiency and the quality of their work.

of

the

He declared the Ninth World Meteorological Congress closed.at 2.00 p.m.
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Secretary-Generalis contract

A

Report to plenary on agenda
item 9.5

64

Voluntary Co-operation Programme

4.3

Chairman,
COIll!11ittee A

9.4

Chairman,
Committee A

Report to plenary on item 4.3

65

Staff matters
Report to plenary on agenda
item 9.4
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66

Title

Agenda
item

Revision of the General Regulations

10.2

Submitted
by

Chairman,
Committe~

A

Proposals by the Executive Committee- Report to plenary on item 10.2

67

Revision of the General Regulations

10.2

Chairman,
Committee A

10.3

Chairman,
Committee A

3.2.3

chairman,
Committee B

8

President of WMO

14, 15

President of WMO

13

President of WMO

Amendments to General Regulations
109 and 110
Report to plenary on item 10.2

68

Review of previous resolutions
0f Congress
Report to plenary A on item 10.3

69'

W6rldClimate Impact Studies
Programme
Report to plenary on item 3.2.3

7f1

Consolidated-programme and budget
1984-1987
Report to plenary on agenda item 8

71

Pl~ce apd,date of Tenth Congress

Closure of session

72

IMO Lecture and scientific
cuss ions

d~s

Report to plenary on item 13

