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MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING
4 May 1987 at 11.00 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 11.10 a.m.

1.

Opening of the session (Agenda item 1.1)

The President, Mr R.L. Kintanar, declared open the Tenth Congress of
the World Meteorological Organization and welcomed the guests on the podium:
His Excellency Ambassador E. Andres (Permanent Representative of Switzerland
to the international organizations at Geneva and representative of the Federal
Government of Switzerland), Mr R. Ducret (President, Conseil d'Etat de
Geneve), Mr C. Ketterer (Mayor of Geneva), Mr E. Perrin (Chief of Protocol of
the Republic and Canton of Geneva), Mr G. Hinteregger, Executive Secretary of
the Economic Commission for Europe and representative of the Secretary-General
of the United Nations) and Sir Arthur Davies (Secretary-General Emeritus of
WMO) .
1.1

~t~t~m~ni Qy_H~E~ ~a~s~d2r_E~ ~~r~s_(~eEm~n~ni geEr~s~niaii~e_of
~wit~eEl~n~ io_tge_i~t~r~aii2n~l_oEg~niz~tio~s ~t_G~n~v~)

Ambassador Andres welcomed the delegates on behalf of the Swiss
authorities. He said that the Swiss Government wished to express its support
for the vast and very important task before the delegates and to reaffirm its
particular interest in the conduct of the work to be undertaken by Congress.
Like many of his fellow citizens, Ambassador Andres nightly watched
the weather report on television.
He knew that behind that information, on
which many activities depended, was a dense network of observing stations
reaching out into space, numerous teams of analysts, a large communications
and exchange system which presupposed close international co-operation and an
efficient organization.
The World Meteorological Organization, under the
highly competent direction of its Secretary-GeneraL Mr Obasi, had succeeded
in standardizing meteorological
and
hydrological
observations,
thereby
promoting their rapid and free exchange among countries and facilitating their
application to
human
activities,
notably
transport,
water
resources,
agriculture and environmental protection.
WMO activities also covered
research, professional training and technical co-operation.
During the four weeks of Congress the delegates would debate and
decide on ambitious projects on a global scale, on regional and local action
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plans and on available financial resources.
delegates success in their deliberations.

Ambassador Andres

wished

the

Mr Hinteregger read a message from the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, Mr Perez de Cuellar, whose other commitments had prevented him from
participating in the opening session of Tenth Congress.
He said that weather and climate were among the few truly natural
resources and ones which affected almost all facets of economic and social
development.
The proper application of meteorological and hydrological
knowledge could therefore
benefit all countries.
WMO continued to make
progress in helping to minimize adverse meteorological effects and to take
advantage of favourable conditions. There was, however, a growing realization
that human activities could alter weather and climate both regionally and
globally.
The United Nations Committee on Outer Space and its Secretariat's
Division on Outer Space Activities co-operated with WMO in organizing seminars
and workshops on aspects of satellite observations, within the World Weather
Watch Programme.
Excellent co-operation also existed wi thin the Tropical
Cyclone Programme. The World Climate Programme was another undertaking whose
potential benefits were enormous and the United Nations stood ready to
co-operate in that endeavour, which required exceptional interdisciplinary and
inter-agency collaboration. The co-operation between WMO and the ECE in the
field of air pollution abatement exemplified the excellent relationships that
WMO had achieved with other United Nations agencies.
Mr Hinteregger recalled that the Second WMO Long-term Plan was before
Congress for approval. The resources of Member States had to be mobilized if
meteorology and operational hydrology were to play their full roles in human
affairs. WMO's planning was impr.essive and would assist delegates in making
decisions on future activities.
Since Ninth Congress, the economic situation had deteriorated for many
countries, particularly the poorest.
The United Nations
itself was
experiencing severe distress which prevented the implementation of approved
programmes. I t was therefore gratifying to note that, although WMO had not
been spared those difficulties, there were far-reaching developments in the
Organizations's sphere of responsibility.
1.3

~tet~m~n~ £y_H~E~ ~rigedie~ ~.!._U~e~i_(~i~i~t~r_f~r_T£a~sEo~t_a~d
~viaii~n_oi ~ige~ie)

His Excellency Brigadier Useni expressed his satisfaction in attending
Tenth Congress both in his capacity as the Minister for Transport and Aviation
responsible for Meteorological Services and as head of his country's
delegation.
Nigeria attached great importance to the role of WMO, which had
demonstrated efficiency and cost-effectiveness and had established an enviable
system of international co-operation. Congress would not only take stock of
the Organization's aChievements, manifested in the tremendous strides made by
meteorology and hydrology in recent years, but would also identify problems
and draw up plans to solve them. One of these achievements was the improved
ability to forecast and mitigate the adverse effects of severe tropical
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synoptic disturbances, especially tropical cyclones, through, for example, the
introduction of sophisticated meteorological satellites into the Global
Observing System of the World Weather Watch Programme.
WMO' s role in the
field of agrometeorology and water resources, particularly in Africa, was also
to be commended although many problems still remained. Policy-makers still
sought to· alleviate the effects of such adverse phenomena as drought,
desertification and air and water pollution, and WMO was expected to continue
its efforts aimed at finding solutions to those pressing problems.
In that respect, Congress should look closely into the Second WMO
Long-term Plan which was before it for approval.
Part I of the Plan,
containing strategies and policies, was quite challenging and pointed in the
right direction.
The most important part of the Plan was Part II, which
contained seven volumes of technical and scientific programmes including the
all-important World Weather Watch Programme, the Hydrology and Water Resources
Prograrrune, the World Climate Programme and the Applications of Meteorology
Prograrrune.
Nigeria attached the greatest importance to the Technical
Co-operation Programme and the Education and Training Prograrrune, as did most
developing countries.
The implementation of the Second WMO Long-term Plan
would therefore undoubtedly contribute to the secio-economic development of
Nigeria and many other countries.

Brigadier Useni drew attention to the proposed African Centre of
Meteorological Application for Development (ACMADl which was being planned
jointly by WMO and the Economic Commission for Africa. The establishment of
such a centre would be invaluable in finding solutions as to how to minimize
the effects of drought and would enable many national Meteorological Services
to improve their products in support of national development projects.
He
expressed the hope that the full support of other relevant United Nations
agencies for the centre would be forthcoming.
He noted that Nigeria had in the past year spent almost US $5 million
to improve its Meteorological Service in order to increase the Service's
impact on society and on the economic restructuring programmes being
implemented by the Government. Specifically, that involved the improvement of
the Kano Regional Telecommunication Hub by leasing satellite links with other
RTHs in the Region and the installation of microwave telex links for national
data collection. Nigeria also intended to host some regional working group
meetings as well as sessions of other WMO constituent bodies. The Government
was more eager than ever to ensure that the benefits of meteorology and
operational hydrology were exploited to the maximum, for which the support of
WMO and other international entities would be needed.
Brigadier Useni congratulated the President on his leadership during
the preceding eight years, thanked the Secretary-General and the staff of the
Secretariat for their tireless efforts, and reiterated the support of his
Government for the goals of the Organization.
1.4

~t~t~m~ni Qy_Tge_H2n2uEagl~ ~aii_A~a~g_Cgu~h~ lP~~a~e~t_S~cEeiaEy_of
ih~ ~i~i~tEY_of Qo~~ic~tlo~s_of ~r~~i_D~r~s~ala~l

The Honourable Haji Awang Chuchu recalled that his country had become
a Member State of WMO on 23 December 1984, and was therefore participating in
its first Congress. On behalf of his delegation, he expressed his gratitude
to the Swiss and Geneva authorities and his appreciation to the President, the
Secretary-General and the staff of WMO for their excellent work and guidance.
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Minister Chuchu briefly traced the history of his country, whose name
meant "Abode of Peace", which was one of the world's smallest nations. It had,
however, abundant oil and gas reSOurces which enabled its citizens to enjoy
one of the highest standards of living in Asia. Located in the tropical belt,
Brunei Darussalam was virtually free from unfavourable meteorological
phenomena such as severe storms, typhoons and droughts. All its advantages
notwithstanding, Minister Chuchu emphasized that his Government attached great
importance to its commitments and obligations and wholeheartedly endorsed and
supported WMO's programme of activities, especially in the field of marine
meteorology. That field would continue to playa dominant role in ensuring
the safety of offshore operations, and his Government looked forward to
receiving the results of WMO's research and studies.
The national Meteorological Service, under the Department of Civil
Aviation, was established only in 1967 and was still developing. As it was
still dependent on expatriate staff, the training of national personnel had
been accorded urgent priority.
In concluding his remarks, he reaffirmed his Government's wish to
co-operate with other Members of WMO in regional and global programmes which
would contribute to the well-being of all people.
1.5

~t~t~m~n~ ~y_ME ~._Aiell~ iA~sis~a~t_AQminis~r~t~r_a~d_Dir~c~oE ~f_tge
~uEoEe~n_O~fic~ ~f_tge_U~i~e~ ~a~i~n~ ~e~eloEm~n~ fr~gEa~~l

Mr A. Ajello conveyed to the President the congratulations of the
Administrator of UNDP, Mr William Draper, on the work accomplished during his
mandate and his best wishes for the success of Tenth Congress.
UNDP attached great importance to the work of WMO as a organization
involved in development.
The 25 years of co-operation between the two
organizations had witnessed an increasing number of projects financed by UNDP
and executed by WMO. The impact of those projects, especially on agriculture,
was appreciable.
An improved meteorological and hydrological observing
system, implemented on a global scale, would considerably reduce the
devastating effects of droughts, floods and cyclones and save thousands of
lives.
Mr Ajello complimented the Secretariat on the excellent documents
prepared for Congress.
UNDP fully approved those referring to its
co-operation with WMO. In the previous four years, UNDP had financed projects
totalling US $50 million. The rate of implementation of those projects by WMO
in 1986 surpassed the average for other executing agencies, and he
congratulated WMO for continuing to seek new modalities for technical
co-operation including the execution of projects by the Governments concerned,
promoting technical co-operation among developing countries, and on the
increasing use of national experts and United Nations Volunteers.
Two concerns were highlighted in the documents.
The first was the
obstacles encountered by developing countries due to a lack of foreign
currency needed to maintain equipment during a project and to buy spare parts
once the project was terminated.
In view of that problem, an agreement had
been concluded permitting WMO to include in its future budgets a sum to be
used for maintenance and spare parts. For projects which had already been
completed, Governments could purchase what they needed in local currency which
could be used by local UNDP offices; UNDP would transfer the equivalent in
dollars to WMO.
The second concern - one· which affected all executing
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agencies
was the negative effect of exchange rate fluctuations on
maintenance costs. That problem had been raised at the recent ACC meeting in
Rome, which had adopted a recommendation requesting the Administrator of UNDP
to present the question to the forthcoming session of the Governing Council.
Forty-four country programmes totalling US $1.2 billion would be
presented to the Governing Council in June for approval for the fourth cycle.
It was hoped that the priorities set by the receiving countries would permit a
large part of those resources to be entrusted to WMO; the tendencies of
previous years allowed for some optimism in that regard.
Mr Ajello expressed the gratitude of UNDP to WMO and its highly
qualified staff for their support to resident representatives and regional
offices in helping countries formulate their programmes.
No effort would be
spared to strengthen UNDP-WMO co-operation further in order to derive the
greatest benefits to the greatest number of developing countries.
1.6

~t~t~m~n~

Qy_ME

Q._GQI~~v_(~s~i~t~n~ ~x~c~tiv~ ~iEe~t2rL

United

~a~i2n~ ~~iEo~~n~ ~r2gEa~~)

Mr Go1ubev expressed his pleasure at participating at Tenth Congress
on behalf of Mr Mostafa Tolba, Executive Director of UNEP, at a time of
serious concern about man's survival on Earth as a result of his modification
of the biosphere.
He emphasized the well-known conclusions of the joint WMO/UNEP/ICSU
conference (Vil1ach, Austria, 1985) to assess the impact on climate of
increased concentrations in the atmosphere of carbon dioxide and other
radiative1y active gases.
By the middle of the next century, the Earth was
expected to experience a rise in temperature which would have a serious impact
on agriculture, water-resource management and a number of weather-sensitive
socio-economic activities.
The rise in sea-level as a result of thermal
expansion of sea-water would adversely affect marine life and coastal
structures as well as the millions of people who lived in coastal areas.
Excessive burning of fossil fuels, massive deforestation and changing land-use
patterns had all contributed to an irrevocable disruption of the global carbon
cycle.
A conference convened in Washington D.C.
in 1986 by the US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and UNEP had focused on the effects of
changes in stratospheric ozone and global climate.
Whilst endorsing the
observations of the Villach conference as regards the "greenhouse effect", the
Washington conference had examined in great detail the question of atmospheric
ozone depletion and agreed on its serious detrimental health, agricultural and
other social consequences:
solar ultra-violet radiation induced skin cancer
and cataracts and suppressed the human immunity system, affected yield in
certain crops such as the soybean, reduced productivity in aquatic plants and
led to a degradation of certain industrial products such as glass, paints and
plastics.
One of the major causes of the depletion of stratospheric ozone was
the
continued,
uncontrolled
emission
of
chlorofluorocarbons
to
the
atmosphere. There was a question of whether the long-term survival of mankind
was more or less important than short-term benefits.
A strategy must be
determined to ensure that the planet Earth and the life it sustained would be
preserved for future generations. He asked Congress to consider what strategy
should be adopted and how best to make the decision- and policy-makers aware
of the seriousness of the situation.
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Mr Golubev evoked the theme for World Meteorological Day 1987.
"Meteorology
a model for international co-operation" • and stated that
international co-operation was essential if the environment was to be secure
for future generations. Emission of hazardous gases. deforestation. etc. were
activities carried out all over the world and their effects were necessarily
global also. The co-operation of individuals. organizatior.s and all nations
was a prerequisite for their control.
In that context. he was pleased to be able to report that considerable
progress had been made in the elaboration of a protocol on the control of
emissions of chlorofluorocarbons at a meeting which had ended in Geneva the
previous week. when participants had agreed in principle to freeze and
ultimately reduce production and consumption.
That agreement was one of many other examples of international
co-operation in the struggle to save the environment. Others included the
aforementioned Villach conference. and WMO and UNEP co-operated fruitfully in
implementing the World Climate Programme (WCPl. In particular. the scientific
research skills and the capability to collate data at WMO's disposal had been
a major asset to UNEP in implementing the World Climate Impact Studies
Programme
(WCIPl.
under which
two meetings.
themselves
co-operative
endeavours - Research and Monitoring of CO 2 (a precursor to Villachl and the
Study Conference on the Sensitivity of Ecosystems to Climate Change (with
ICSUl - had been organized. Within the WCIP. considerable emphasis had been
placed on the impacts of climatic extremes. notably drought. on the economic
resources of developing countries. UNEP and WMO had participated with other
UN agencies

in a Scientific Round Table

on Climate

and Drought

in

Africa . .

whose recommendations. including a Plan of Action on Drought. had been adopted
by the 1984 EGA Conference of African Ministers.
Under that plan was a
project for the establishment of an African Centre of Meteorological
Application for Development (ACMADl for which UNEP and other UN agencies would
provide support.
Still concerning environmental issues in Africa. the Plan of Action
formulated at the African Environment Ministers' conference in Cairo in 1985
was being implemented and WMO's responsibility was the climatological network
component. Yet another example was the Zambezi Action Plan. developed by UNEP
and involving,

inter alia,

expertise in water-resource management,

land use

and climate for an integrated programme for the Zambezi River Basin. in which
WMO would participate.
When discussing international co-operation. climate-related monitoring
of the environment should not be ignored and even greater emphasis should be
placed on examining the implications of the greenhouse warming effect. leading
to concerted national policies in that respect.
It was the joint effort among the international community which would
enable the organizations involved to speak to decision-makers with one strong
voice.
Impetus would thereby be given to the adoption of policies and
strategies that could bring about better environmental management and the
protection of planet Earth against wanton destruction.
Mr Golubev concluded by wishing Tenth Congress every success with its
heavy agenda over the coming 26 days and affirming continued collaboration and
co-operation between UNEP and WMO for the benefit of mankind.
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Mr Vi®aud, on behalf of the Director~enera1 of FAO, recalled that
Tenth Congress was taking place 13 years after the World Food Conference,
which had been convened after an unprecedented food crisis had occurred in
some African and Asian countries as a result of adverse meteorological
situations and which was the starting point of increased co-operation between
FAO and WMO.
That co-operation was geared to operational applications of
meteorology and hydrology to agriculture with the active participation of the
Commission for Agrometeorology and the Commission for Hydrology.
As a result of the World Food Conference, WMO had greatly increased
its training activities and programmes such as AGRHYMET (for the strengthening
of agrometeoro1ogica1 and hydrological services in the Sahel and applications
to its agriculture I , in which FAO had been the associated agency.
In recent
years, more emphasis had been put on the operational aspects of agrometeorology and hydrology for the benefit of the Sahelian farmers and for the
improvement of crop production in the region. FAO intended to continue such
close co-operation with WMO, not only within the AGRHYMET programme, but also
in all other areas of the world where critical food situations existed or
might arise.
FAO was also carrying out two important activities utilizing
meteorological and climatological information. The first was the assessment
of present and potential land use for rain-fed areas - the agro-ecological
zones

project

-

and

its

corollary,

the

project

on

land

resources

for the

populations of the future. The other was the FAO Global Information and Early
Warning System on Food and Agriculture which aimed at monitoring continuously
the outlook for food production - mainly in developing countries - in order to
be able to identify as early as possible countries and regions where food
shortages were imminent.
The focus of the WCP was on food, water and energy and one of its aims
was to provide countries with the necessary tools and expertise to enable them
to appraise for themselves the influence of weather on agricultural
production, to which end many missions had been carried out by WMO and FAO
both jointly and separately. In more than 40 countries, agrometeorologica1
crop monitoring had been organized and many more requests had been received.
The application of meteorological,
agrometeoro10gical and hydrological
information to farming practices was an effective means of increasing
production; it had to be acknowledged, however, that real-time communication
of meteorological information did not yet fulfil all the requirements of
agriculture.
FAO, in co-operation with the Italian Meteorological Service, had in
recent
years
been
collecting
relevant
information
from
the Global
Telecommunication System in support of its monitoring activities.
Such
information needed to be comprehensive and cover a time-scale of one day, one
week or even up to ten days. Much useful information for agriculture could be
derived from accurate meteorological data, even if received with some delay.
Mr Vignaud expressed the hope that. especially through the WCP-Food
and WCP-Water programmes, ways would be found to improve the communication of
meteorological information of interest to agriculture for the benefit of
mankind and of developing countries in particular.
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Mr Dumitrescu
recalled
that,
two
months
previously,
the
Director-General of Unesco had opened, together with the Secretary-General of
WMO and in the same conference room, the International Hydrology and Water
Resources Conference.
On that occasion, the Director-General had emphasized
the successful co-operation between the two organizations, which dated from
1973, particularly in the field of marine meteorology and oceanography. Tenth
Congress, under the relevant agenda items, would review the results of that
conference with respect to the two organizations's programmes in hydrology and

water resources.
The conference had adopted a recommendation which, inter alia, invited
WMO and Unesco to continue the harmonization of their programmes in those
fields, to co-ordinate those programmes with the water-related programmes of
other international organizations and to develop further joint activities
aimed at integrating climate and hydrological studies under WCP-Water.
He
noted with gratification that WMO's budget for 1988-1991 provided for the
continued co-operation of WMO in the International Hydrological Programme of
Unesco.
With respect to the fields of oceanography and marine meteorology, he
recalled that the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of Unesco
played an important role within the United Nations system in the scientific
study of the oceans and the proviSion of related ocean services, training,
education and mutual assistance.
WMO, which participated in the InterSecretariat Committee of Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography with
Unesco and three other United Nations organizations, had also seconded a
professional staff member and participated in financing the costs of a
secretary for the IOC secretariat.
Other areas of WMO-Unesco co-operation
included the Integrated Global Ocean Services System (IGOSS) programme, the
ocean-related aspects of the WCP, the TOGA and WOCE programmes and the
activities implemented within the framework of the International Oceanographic
Data Exchange (lODE).
There were other fields of ongoing or potential collaboration
including the problems of drought and desertification.
Several joint
programmes dealt with changes in the atmosphere, geosphere and biosphere and
the interactions of those changes with human activities. Given the importance
of the latter programmes, both organizations had indicated their willingness
to co-operate closely in the implementation of the International GeosphereBiosphere Programme launched by lCSU.
1.9
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Mr Kintanar said that the quadrennial session of the WMO Congress
presented him with his only opportunity as President to greet and thank those
persons responsible for the functioning and the very existence of the
Organization.
He thanked on behalf of the Organization the Permanent
Representatives for the work being done by the national Meteorological and
Hydrometeorological Services in their own countries and through them the
innumerable weather workers all over the world.
He thanked in particular
H.E. Ambassador Andres and the Federal Council of the Confederation of
Switzerland for their unceasing support to WMO, and the Geneva authorities

FIRST PLENARY MEETING

9

for their unstinting efforts to facilitate the Organization's work.
He
further thanked the Nigerian Minister for Transport and Aviation and the
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Communications of Brunei Darussalam for
their participation. He paid special tribute to the United Nations and its
specialized agencies and requested that his sentiments be conveyed by the
various representatives to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Executive Heads of the agencies. In an organization such as WMO, a key role
was played by Permanent Missions; the President therefore expressed particular
thanks to the distinguished ambassadors of Member States for co-ordinating the
activities of their countries with those of the Organization. Finally, he
welcomed the distinguished delegates present at Tenth Congress who in the
coming four weeks would work to ensure the continued progress and success of
the Organization for the benefit of its Members.
Turning to the work of the session, the President referred to the
voluminous documentation and affirmed that the Organization had been very
successful in accomplishing its tasks in the four years since Ninth Congress.
The future objectives, embodied in the Second WMO Long-term Plan (1988-1997),
had never before been so clearly defined. However, the financial constraints
imposed not only on WMO but on most national Meteorological and Hydrological
Services were preventing full advantage being taken of the opportunities and
challenges opened up by recent scientific and technological advances in
meteorology. It would be unfortunate to allow those opportunities to pass by
at a time when increasing demands were being made on water supplies, food,
energy and natural resources and "hen governments increasingly had to face the
implications of climate changes, the long-range transport of chemical or
radioactive

pollutants

and

a

general

deterioration

of

the

atmosphere.

Meteorological and Hydrological Services had to be able to meet those
challenges, and they would. The essential strength of WMO lay in its ability
to maintain and foster co-operation among its Members; that strength had to be
converted into developing an
unprecedented
range
of
meteorological,
hydrological and environmental services. New requirements had to be matched
by new technological possibilities, and in fact several scientific advances
had recently resulted in major breakthroughs.
Those developments were described in detail in the Second WMO
Long-term Plan.
The programme and budget for the Tenth Financial Period
supported, and were meticulously co-ordinated with, the activities described
in the Plan. Both documents deserved to be well received. There were also a
number of far-reaching administrative and financial decisions which had to be
taken, and the President expressed confidence that Congress would resolve the
questions before it with wisdom.
The meeting was suspended at 12.35 p.m. and resumed at 3.35 p.m.
1.10
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Mr Essaafi said that UNDRO and WMO had a common interest in two of the
most widespread and destructive types of natural disaster:
cyclones and
floods. WMO was responsible for monitoring and for issuing warnings, whereas
UNDRO was concerned with protection of threatened populations through disaster
preparedness and mitigation measures. The work of the two organizations was
complementary and required close co-operation which could be illustrated by
three examples.
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First. UNDRO had contributed to the Warning Dissemination and
Information Exchange component of the WMO Typhoon Operational Experiment
(TOPEX) by helping to develop a standard format for damage assessment and by
devising new measures for public education and information. Those efforts had
led to significant improvements in public response to typhoon warnings and in
damage-assessment procedures.
Second. WMO had responded to UNDRO's requests for assistance in
presenting warning scenarios at disaster preparedness and prevention
seminars.
At a Pan-Caribbean Training Seminar on Hurricane Emergency
Management. held in 1986. WMO had organized and sponsored the external
speakers for the first part of the meeting. in which typical hurricane
scenarios had been presented. and UNDRO had covered the logistical planning
problems related to evacuation. emergency shelter. rescue and relief efforts.
Third. with a view to keeping up to date with the activities of other
organizations. UNDRO had long been participating in monthly meetings with WMO
and the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to exchange information
and ideas on disaster prevention and preparedness. to prepare agendas for
committees dealing with tropical cyclones and similar matters. and to discuss
material for new publications.
He was confident that such types of co-operation. involving practical
measures to mitigate disasters. would develop further in the future.
1.11
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Mr Oliveira said that ICAO had been associated closely with WMO from
the very beginning;
as a result of that relationship. joint regulatory
documents had been promulgated and a number of joint meetings held.
The
organizations exchanged representatives whenever aeronautical meteorology was
being discussed. and a close and effective working relationship had been
established between the two . Secretariats. involving frequent negotiations on
all subjects of common interest.
Since the early 1980s. ICAO's work had been concentrated on the
development of the World Area Forecast System.
WMO had assisted in its
planning. and components of the World Weather Watch made an important
contribution to the WAFS. ICAO relied heavily on the Global Observing System
to provide basic synoptic and asynoptic data on which the forecasting work of
regional and world Area Forecast Centres was based. Certain elements of the
Global Telecommunication System were now being used to transmit WAFS products.
pending the achievement by the aeronautical fixed service of the capacity to
carry those products ef:f;ectively.
ICAO and WMO were· also· examining the
possibility of co-ordinating the joint use of satellite broadcast systems to
disseminate aeronautical and non-aeronautical products.
1.12
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Ms Opelz said that lAEA had a high regard for the work of WMO and
scientific collaboration with the Organization dated back to 1960. when
global survey of isotopes and precipitation had been set up. That network
encompassed 164 stations in 45 countries and territories.
The isotope
meteorological data collected by the stations were published periodically

its
the
now
and
and
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used widely in hydrological and hydrometeorological research. In the field of
nuclear safety, IAEA benefited greatly from its collaboration with WMO in
preparing safety codes and guidelines on meteorological and hydrological
aspects of nuclear power-plant site selection and of the operation of those
plants.
After the Chernobyl accident, and as the radioactive cloud made its
way across Europe, the importance of co-operation between Meteorological
Services and radiation monitoring authorities had become obvious.
In
September 1986, the International Conventions on Early Notification of a
Nuclear Accident and on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or
Radiological Emergency had been adopted at a special session of the IAEA' s
General Conference and had subsequently entered into force.
Almost
immediately after the accident, inter-agency consultations had been held to
ensure that the international response to accidents with trans-boundary
implications would be rapid, coherent and based on solid data. In September
1986, an inter-agency committee for co-ordinated planning and implementation
of response to accidental releases of radioactive substances had been set up
in Vienna. WMO's contribution to that work had been of great value.
The
possibility of using the Global Telecommunication System as a means of
ensuring rapid notification and to facilitate data exchanges under the
convention on early notification was being considered.
IAEA had been faced with a difficult situation in April 1986, and had
been gratified to see that it could calIon its sister agencies to help find
innovative means of responding together to new challenges.
~t~t~m~n~ ~_M£ ~u~ ~._I~r~el iFir~t_Vic~-~r~sid~n~;_P~~a~e~t
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Mr Izrael said he had been asked by his country's Council of Ministers
to convey its regards to participants in the Tenth World Meteorological
Congress.
The World Meteorological Organization co-operated closely with
other international bodies and, using the latest achievements of science and
technology, implemented major programmes and projects which facilitated the
effective use of hydrometeorological and environmental data relevant to
various spheres of human endeavour. As a specialized agency, the Organization
was helping to tackle such crucial matters as hydrometeorological support for
economic development,
investigation of climatic
change,
environmental
protection, the rational use of natural and energy resources, and the
limitation of damage from natural disasters; in so doing, it was contributing
to the social and economic progress of all mankind.
His country had wholeheartedly welcomed the Organization's response to
Me Goebatchev's communication dated 31 May 1986 concerning the creation of an
international regime for the safe development of nuclear energy. The Soviet
Government was convinced that the Tenth World Meteorological Congress would
represent a major step towards the solution of world problems in the field of
hydrometeorology and environmental protection. In conformity with its foreign
policy designed to promote peace, a policy that was an integral part of its
social structure, the Soviet Union would in future devote every effort to
ensuring peace on Earth and to promoting international co-operation in the
fields of science, technology and economics.
and

to

He wished to add his personal wishes for the success of the Congress
express the hope that it would facilitate the development of
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Meteorological and Hydrological Services in all countries, especially the
developing countries, the enhancement of peace, of relations among countries
and of the well-being of peoples., the preservation of natural resources, and
the protection of the environment.

1.14
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Mr Milochev said that much progress had been made since the Ninth
World Meteorological Congress in the co-ordination and provision of support to
national Meteorological and Hydrological Services. His Government was glad to
note, as the President had pointed out, that a new stage had been reached in
the evolution of WMO Programmes. Those Programmes could be carried out only
through close co-operation among Members, with the active participation of the
specialized agencies.
His Government supported the attachment of priority to
the World Weather Watch and had a high regard for the World Climate Programme.
Bulgaria
devoted
special
attention
to
the
development
of
meteorological services and intended to expand its active co-operation with
WMO. Hydrological information was reaching a greater number of users, and as
a result, its accuracy and the rapidity with which it was transmitted must be
improved.
It had been shown that increased effectiveness of hydrological
services contributed to economic development and technological progress, and
the economic and social applications of hydrological information were widely
recognized.
Meteorology also played an important role in environmental
control and protection.

Among
the
Government's
plans
and
programmes
connected
with
meteorology, special attention was given to short-, medium- and long-term
prognosis.
The
first
International
Conference
on
Long-term
Weather
Forecasting had been held in Sofia in October 1986. Bulgaria's geographical
and atmospheric conditions led it to attach great importance to control of
atmospheric phenomena, particularly hail, and the Hydrological Service had
helped to develop an experimental polygon to facilitate hail control.
The project submitted by the WMO Secretariat and designed to
facilitate automatization of telecommunication links with Sofia had recently
been approved by the relevant Government authorities.
That was just one
example of the fruitful contact his country's Hydrological and Meteorological
Services had had with the WMO Secretariat over the years.

1.15
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Mr Ozgul said that, by its very nature, meteorology required close
international co-operation;
WMO could be proud of the unique team spirit
which prevailed within it.
The Organization's most important task was· to
assist Member countries in improving their meteorological infrastructures so
that meteorology and related geophysical endeavours could contribute to
national development.
The organized transfer of knowledge and proven
methodology among Members would enable the developing countries to play their
full role in WMO programmes:
the action programme designed to make the
necessary infrastructure available to developing countries was, in that
respect, a cornerstone for building an effective global long-term plan.
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With respect to WMO's scientific and technical structure, he believed
priority should be given to further development of the World Weather Watch,
the World Climate Programme, and the Education and Training Programme.
The
future integrated WWW system must include features designed to remedy
deficiencies in the present system and to compensate for the differing levels
of development among Members.
The Voluntary Co-operation Programme had been
extremely effective in providing technical assistance to developing countries
and a series of actions to broaden its role and enhance its effectiveness
should be undertaken.
Turning to meteorological programmes and activities carried out in
Turkey, he said the Turkish State Meteorological Service served both the
military and the civilian sectors and mobilized substantial resources for
implementation of WMO programmes.
Realistic plans had been drawn up to
improve Turkey's contribution to the WWW system. Two more synoptic stations
were to be added in 1987, and the system would ultimately comprise 91
stations.
Two more upper-air stations would soon become operationaL and
Turkey would then have a total of nine.
With WMO assistance, Turkey would
soon complete its message-switching system, thereby strengthening its data
collection and dissemination activities. Turkey had begun to use a number of
other modern telecommunication devices and was upgrading its computer
facilities to enable it better to store and retrieve meteorological data and
to engage in numerical weather prediction.
With all those new facilities,
Turkey was now able to fulfil its national and international obligations
effectively and would in future be able to support the WWW more efficiently .
.Turkey
made
extensive
use
of
the
products
of
all
existing
meteorological satellite programmes:
coloured satellite pictures and cloud
motion
images
were
shown
on
television programmes,
and
the
State
Meteorological Service had its own radio for broadcasting weather information.

Turkey gave special attention to the World Climate Programme in so far
as its resources allowed.
Climatological data were now being transferred to
the data bank to meet user requirements as efficiently as possible.
Within the framework of the Applications of Meteorology Programme,
Turkey engaged in a number of activities. As an exporting country, it placed
great emphasis on agrometeorology, which could help promote economic
development.
Turkey had started to apply remote sensing techniques and
operational agrometeorological data in agricultural planning and crop-yield
monitoring, and planned to use data received from LANDSAT.
It had 28
aeronautical meteorology stations and was upgrading all the equipment at its
airports.
It had taken the necessary action to enable it to join the World
Area Forecast System in the near future.
In view of the rapid developments in marine activities and of their
bearing on the economy, Turkey was endeavouring to strengthen the existing
network of marine analysis and forecasting centres.
A new project to
broadcast marine weather information to small craft and fishing boats was
being implemented.
In respect of education and training, Turkey endeavoured to benefit
from all existing possibilities, both at home and abroad.
Short- and
medium-term training courses in theoretical and operational meteorology were
held, and a department of meteorology at one of the universities gave
instruction leading to a degree in meteorological engineering.
There was a
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meteorological
approximately
meteorological

high school, in which courses were conducted in English;
graduated
every
year.
Universities
and
80
students
in
general
and
applied
institutions co-operated closely

research activities.

Turkey sought to fulfil its demand for equipment, experts and training
through WMO' s Technical Co-operation Programme, and had found the Voluntary
Co-operation Programme to be the most effective way of providing technical
assistance to developing countries. Turkey offered technical assistance under
the Voluntary Co-operation Programme, within certain conditions.
There was a growing awareness of the role of meteorology in social and
economic development.
WMO's programmes had been aptly designed to take
maximum advantage of technological advances and increased mutual understanding
among nations.

1.16
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Mr Tidjani said his organization was a technical body established by
the countries of West Africa and Madagascar to ensure safety in air navigation
and, as such, was an important example of South-South co-operation. Although
it dealt mainly with aeronautical matters, it was also concerned with the
myriad aspects of meteorology that touched the everyday lives of human
beings.
Its main role was to assist Member States in running Meteorological
Services by elaborating guidelines and principles for the collection,
transmission and processing of data; by contributing to research on tropical
meteorology, to the development of meteorological services and to the training
of staff; by co-ordinating measures to achieve WMO's objectives in respect of
synoptic and aeronautical meteorology and the various components of the World
Weather Watch;
and by participating actively in WMO surveys and research
projects.
ASECNA and WMO had the common feature of mobilizing integrated
international systems and of being involved.in activities which reflected the
interdependence
of
countries
beyond
national
boundaries.
The
two
organizations had collaborated very closely in the develo~ment of the plan of
action for implementation of the WWW, and ASECNA had participated in the WAMEX
Experiment.
Although ASECNA had excellent relations with WMO, it did not usurp the
role of the meteorological authorities in its Member countries:
rather, it
endeavoured to put them in the best possible position to implement WMO
objectives.
The working agreement between WMO and ASECNA enabled his
organization to place rich resources, obtained through fruitful information
exchanges with WMO, at the disposal of each of its Member States.
It was to be hoped that the exemplary relations between the two
organizations would be further enhanced by exchanges of experts when projects
of common interest were being carried out and by increased co-operation in
training activities, particularly through additional WMO support for ASECNA's
efforts to provide high-quality meteorological instruction at its civil
aviation training centre in Niamey (EAMAC). It was to be hoped that existing
co-operation in the maintenance of meteorological equipment would be expanded.
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Establishment of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.2)

In accordance with General Regulation 2L the President proposed the
establishment of a Credentials Committee, recommending that all Regions be
represented, as at previous sessions of Congress. The proposed membership was
the principal delegates of the following Members:
Regional Association I:

Egypt, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda;

Regional Association II:

Japan, Saudi Arabia;

Regional Association III:

Chile;

Regional Association IV:

Costa Rica, United States of America;

Regional Association V:

Brunei Darussalam;

Regional Association VI:

Netherlands, Poland, Syria.

The delegate of Uruguay supported the proposal.
It was so agreed.

3.

Approval of the agenda (Agenda item 1.3) (Cg-X/Docs. 1 and 2)

The President submitted the agenda for Tenth Congress (Cg-X/Doc. 1)
for approval, observing that it had already been examined by the Executive
Council, the Bureau and the Secretary-General.
The agenda was approved.

4.

Establishment of committees (Agenda item 1.4)

The President proposed the establishment of committees on the basis of
General Regulation 23.
4.1

Nomination
- - - - -Committee
----

In accordance with General Regulation 24, the President proposed the
establishment of a Nomination Committee to be composed of the following
presidents of regional associations and principal delegates of Members:
Regional Association I:

President of RA I (Ethiopia); principal
delegates of Mauritius and Senegal;

Regional Association II:

President of RA II (Qatar);
principal delegate of Thailand;

Regional Association III:

President of RA III (Venezuela);

Regional Association IV:

President

of

Territories);

Guatemala;

RA IV (British Caribbean
principal
delegate of
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Regional Association V:

President of RA V (New Zealand);

Regional Association VI:

President of RA VI (Finland); principal
delegates of Ireland and Hungary.

It was so agreed.

The President observed that experience had shown that a Drafting
Committee was not strictly necessary and therefore proposed that such a
committee should not be established.
It was so agreed.
4.3

Co-ordination Committee
-----------

The President proposed the establishment of a Co-ordination Committee
with the composition prescribed in General Regulation 27.
It was so agreed.

The President pointed out that the Executive Council had planned the
work of Congress on the basis .oftwo such committees.
The allocation of
agenda items between the proposed Committees A and B appeared in Document
Cg-X/INF .1, REV. 1. I f there was no objection, he would take it that the
establishment of two working committees with the proposed allocation of agenda
items between them was approved.
It was so agreed.
The President suggested suspending the work of the plenary .meeting in
order to elect the co-chairmen for Committee A and Committee B.
It was so agreed.
The President invited nominations for chairmen of Committee A.
The delegate of Ethiopia proposed Mr Sarker (India).
The delegate of Czechoslovakia proposed Mr Bohme (German Democratic
Republic) •
Sitting as Committee A, Congress elected Mr. Sarker and Mr. Bohme as
co-chairmen of Committee A.
The President invited nominations for chairmen of Committee B.
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The delegate of Venezuela proposed Mr Divino Moura (Brazil).
The
Germany) .

delegate

of Australia proposed Mr Reiser

(Federal Republic of

Sitting as Committee B, Congress elected Mr Divino Moura and Mr Reiser
as co-chairmen of Committee B.
The plenary meeting was resumed.

The President suggested
previous Congresses, namely:

retaining

the

same

work

Monday to Friday:

9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.
2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.

Saturday:

9.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.

schedule

as

in

It was so agreed.
5.

Report by the President of the Organization (Agenda item 2.1)
. (Cg-X/Doc. 14)

The President introduced his report (Document Cg-X/Doc. 14) only very
briefly, since it would be discussed in the working committees in connection
with other agenda items. He wished, however, to give some information on one
or two items not included in the report.
As well as Brunei Darussalam and the Solomon Islands, the United Arab
Emirates had also become a Member of the Organization (January 1987). The
total Membership had thus reached 160 (155 Member States and five Territories).
Early in 1987 the President had been informed by the Secretary-General
of the financial difficulties encountered by the Organization as a result of
exchange-rate fluctuations between June and December the previous year.
He
had consequently approved some temporary funding - namely inter-Part transfers
to an amount of US $199 600 (ref.: Article 4.2 of the Financial Regulations)
plus additional funding of US $650 000 (ref.: Resolution 35 (Cg-IX».
The President concluded by thanking all those whose dedicated work and
support had assisted him during his
term
of
office:
the
three
Vice-Presidents, Messrs. Izrael, Zou and Bruce (the last of whom had retired
from his Service and consequently from the Bureau to continue furthering the
aims of the Organization in the Technical Co-operation Department); the other
members of the Executive Council, particularly those no longer in office; the
presidents of the regional associations and the technical commissions; the
Secretary-General and his staff;
and the permanent representatives.
The
previous financial period had been important for the development of the
Organization and further achievements could be expected in the future.
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The delegate of India commended the President on his report and
expressed his pleasure that India's various efforts in the meteorological
field had been recognized in the report.
He assured the President that his
country would continue to participate actively in training and other
activities and wished to place on record his gratitude to the President for
his great contribution to the Organization and its Members over the previous
eight years.
The delegate of China also congratulated the President on his
excellent report which comprehensively summed up the gratifying progress made
within the various programmes. He considered the Executive Council studies of
specific issues to be particularly useful to developing countries and hoped
that work along these lines would continue.
He expressed his thanks to the
President- the Secretary-General and the Secretariat for their support and
assured the assembly of the Chinese delegation's intention to participate
positively in the work of the Organization.

6.

Requests for Membership of the Organization (Agenda item 10.4)

The President announced
Organization had been made.

that

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m.

no

request

for

Membership

of

the

MINUTES OF THE SECOND PLENARY MEETING
5 May 1987 at 9.40 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.
7.

Regional activities; reports of presidents of regional associations
(Agenda item 3.7.1) (Cg-X/Docs. 30. 31. 56. 59. 62. 65. 67)

The acting president of Regional Association VI presented his report.
which was contained in Document 65.
The future work priorities of the
Association were outlined in paragraphs 47 and 48. A WWW-related problem to
be resolved in the coming financial period related to deficiencies in the
regional
meteorological
telecommunication
network.
particularly
in the
south-eastern part of the Region. Special attention would also be paid to the
development of an effective mechanism for regional exchange of meteorological
and other relevant information in cases of major disaster - for example. when
there was a risk of atmospheric transport of hazardous materials across
borders. The same mechanism could also be used for exchanging information on
the movement of heavily polluted air masses.
The president expressed
gratitude to two former presidents of the Regional Association. Messrs Kabakibo
and Mendez-Victor. for their valuable work in the Association during the ninth
financial period. He also extended gratitude to the Secretary-General and his
staff for their advice and assistance.
The president of Regional Association V presented his report. which
was contained in Document 31.
The president described the Region as one of
wide geographic. demographic and meteorological diversity.
Since Ninth
Congress. Membership of the Association had increased.
There were still
countries in the area which were not Members of WMO. some of which did.
however. have observer status with bilateral and multilateral arrangements for
taking part in the observing network. which was of particular importance for
the WCRP and TOGA. As set out in Part I of the Second Long-term Plan. pages
45-46. regional work priorities were focused on specialized services.
It was
hoped that two centres could be set up. one for tropical storm warnings for
the South Pacific involving a recent UNDP plan for substantial support. and
the second for informal co-operative arrangements within the ASEAN group.
Although it was a time of economic adversity. there was a need to improve
meteorological services with a focus on high-impact areas. As noted in Part I
of the Second Long-term Plan. a major effort was needed for improving the
state of the telecommunications network. which required updating.
The president of Regional Association IV presented his report. which
was contained in Document 56.
At the recent meeting of the Hurricane
Committee. the intention to hold annual meetings during the coming financial
period had been expressed but financial provision had been made for only two
meetings.
The question needed to be discussed.
The countries in the
Association were as diverse as in Region V, with similar problems.
The
technical work of the Association had been carried out through five working
groups and six rapporteurs.
In that regard. he felt that the procedures for
the establishment of working groups should be amended and that delegates
should attend the Association session with a prepared list of names of
candidates for nomination as members of the working groups.
Finally. the
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president stated that the Association had decided to support the concept of
LACCAS (Latin American and Caribbean Centre for Atmospheric Sciences) and had
requested
a
cost-benefit
study.
He
expressed particular
thanks
to
Mr. S. Aguilar Anguiano, previous president of the Association, and to the
Secretary-General and his staff for their invaluable advice and assistance.
The president of Regional Association III presented his report, which
was contained in Document 59. There had been no change in membership of the
Association since the previous Congress session. At the ninth session of the
Association, held in Lima, six working groups, including two new working
groups - one on the regional aspects of the WWW and the other on the WCP - had
been established and five rapporteurs had been appointed.
Under the Second
Long-term Plan, priority was given to the ISA component of the WWW, tropical
meteorology and research and development.
With regard to the regional
programme on telecommunications, major progress had been made. Three regional
centres, in Buenos Aires, Brasilia and Maracay, had been automated thanks to
support provided by WMO.
Surface observations had increased to 52 per cent.
However, the level of implementation of the regional basic synoptic network
remained disappointing;
it was hoped that improvements would be made in
accordance with the Second Long-term Plan.
With regard to instruments and
methods of observation, an event had been held for calibrating basic
instruments.
A technical conference in Paipa , Colombia, in 198~, hadgi ven
special emphasis to the updating of the Regional· Climatic Atlas and climate
data stations·, With regard to technical co-operation, the president thanked
the UNDP and donor countries for their considerable support. The Members of
the Region felt that the establishment of LACCAS might have considerable
long-term
benefits
and the Association supported ·the request for a
cost~benefit . study.
There was an important contribution . from: the Regional·
Office in Paraguay, which·. it was felt should be strengthened. The president
of the Association expressed his gratitude. to Mr. C.A. Grezzi, former
president of RA III, as well as the permanent representatives in the Region
for their support. .He also thanked the UNDP and donor countries, theWMO
Technical Co-operation Department, the Secretary-General and the President of
WMO.

The acting president of Regional Association II presented the report
which was contained in Document 30. The Permanent Representative of Mongolia,
Mr. B, Myagrnarjav, had been elected vice~president of the Association.
Its
Members now numbered 30, which included the United Arab Emirates as from
February 1987.
The past two sessions of the Regional Association had been
held at WMO Headquarters instead of in the Region, because of the potential
financial burden on host countries. It was, however, preferable that sessions
be held in the Region and a quick solution needed to be found. At its eighth
session, the Association had felt that not enough importance had been given to
the development of Meteorological Services.
The session had endorsed the
evolving appropriate composite observing systems and the establishment of
specialized centres within Regions to cater to the special needs of a group of
countries
with
similar
requirements.
The
acting
president
thanked
Mr. S.A.A. Kazmi, previous president of the Association, as well as all the
Members for their co-operation. He also thanked the Secretary-General and the
President of WMO.
The delegate of India wished to place on record appreciation for the
excellent report of the president of Regional Association II and for the
progress made with the particular assistance of the Director of the Regional
Office.
With regard to satellites, there had been a delay in launching
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INSAT-1C owing to difficulties in finding a launching vehicle. INSAT-1B was
already in service and output was being shared with all the Members.
The
circuit between New Delhi and Bangkok needed to be re-routed via Hong Kong to
avoid the New Delhi-Bombay terrestrial portion. India was ready for the New
Delhi-Rangoon 50-baud satellite circuit.
As regards the Tropical Cyclone
Programme, the Panel on Tropical Cyclones had recommended that its Technical
Support Unit should remain located within the panel region with rotation among
its member countries. Consistent observations were received from INSAT-IB on
cyclones in the Indian Ocean.
The benefits from satellite surveillance of
cyclonic storms had also been extended to neighbouring countries, and
advisories were to be issued to neighbouring regions under the Tropical
Cyclone Operational Plan, which was to be formally established. The delegate
referred to paragraph 39 of Document 30 which noted the appreciation of the
Association for the designation by EC-XXXVIII of the training facilities of
the Indian Meteorological Department as a WMO Regional Meteorological Training
Centre. From 1983 to 1987 there had been 120 foreign trainees at the centre,
of whom 73 came from RA II. India had also continued to be of assistance to
Sri Lanka in operating a radiosonde station in Colombo. India and Japan had
continued to serve as activity centres for the development of comprehensive
tropical limited-area models. India had hosted the WMO Regional Workshop on
the Asian Summer Monsoon in 1985 and appreciation was expressed for the
co-operation of the many participating Members of the Association.
The delegate of Burma referred to the importance of training in
aeronautical meteorology, as noted in paragraph 30 of both Documents 30
and 31. Specialized training was needed. particularly in connection with the
implementation of the WAFS. He requested the urgent implementation of a joint
RA lI/RA V seminar on "Regional aspects of the World Area Forecast System, its
operation and products", in collaboration with ICAO. He reminded the meeting
that the previous seminar on this subject. organized by WMO/lCAO, had been
held 25 years ago, and that the trainees had now retired or were about to
retire.
The delegate of Nepal wished to congratulate the acting president and
vice-president on the report.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia expressed appreciation for the report and
welcomed the new Member, the United Arab Emirates. Regional Associations II
and V had practically the same number of Members as Regional Association I,
although the territory was greater. Satellite observations were therefore of
major importance and it was noted that the Indian INSAT series was of great
help to the Region. With regard to data-processing, there was a possibility
that a centre would be set up in Jeddah within the WWW five-year plan. The
delegate expressed support for the work of RA II, especially with regard to
research on a numerical model, desertification and atmospheric pollution.
The delegate of China commended the report. He expressed thanks to
the former president and acting president of RA II as well as to the Director
of the Regional Office for the work carried out. He noted in particular the
improvement in telecommunications and the fruitful results of the World
Climate Programme. Region II covered a large land area and population, and he
supported the strengthening of the meteorological and hydrological capabilities
of the Association which would have a major socio-economic impact.
Many
Members were developing countries and there should be an appropriate emphasis
on activities in those areas. China would contribute as far as possible and
it was hoped that future sessions of RA II could be held within the Region.
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The president of RA I presented his report- which was contained in
Document 62.
RA I was composed of 53 Members, since Swaziland had joined the
Association recently.
Several meetings of working groups and seminars had
taken place, including the ninth session of RA L held in Harare.
Action
taken had included an intensive survey on the status of WWW facilities, and
the introduction of new technology had been advised by the session. A meeting
of the core group, which had been held in Dakar in March 1987, had identified
geographical areas and types of activities.
Congress was requested to give
its support and to direct the Executive Council and the Secretary-General to
ensure successful implementation.
The Regional Office had been strengthened
by an increase in staff (provision had been made in the budget for one extra
P-staff member).
In view of recent events, it was felt that provision should
be made from the regular budget for emergency assistance. Some Meteorological
Services, for example Guinea, were severely handicapped in giving even the
basic services. WMO had no mechanism for an immediate response in spite of
support through the VCP and UNDP. It was suggested that the Secretary-General
should visit the Region to determine requirements.
The matter should then be
referred for study by the Executive Council so that the funding procedures
through the regular budget for technical assistance activities, even at a
modest level, for emergency purposes and through the VCP could be improved.
At the thirteenth meeting of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) in April
1987 a resolution had been adopted on the establishment of the ACMAD Centre.
I t was requested that the ECA resolution be distributed, and that the hosting
arrangements and financial .resources· for speedy implementation be.finalized.
Congress was asked to request the Executive Council to take note and to do the
utmost so that the. Centre could be operational as soon as possible.
It was
requested that. financial provision be made for the tenth financial period so
that Regional Association I could continue to carry out its activities. The
president expressed' particular gratitude to the ,vice~president of the
Association, to the Members, especially those providing facilities, and. to the.
Secretary-General and his staff.
The delegate of Kenya wished to record appreciation of the efforts
made by the president, who had been most active and had achieved considerable
results.
He also thanked the Regional Office.
The delegate emphasized
technical co-operation.
There had been temporary problems, when activities
had been curtailed because of financial restrictions.
He supported the
recommendation in paragraph 52 of Document 62 that funds be provided under the
regular budget of WMO, even if at a modest level, for emergency purposes. He
hoped for the speedy implementation of the ACMAD Centre.
The drought in
Africa had highlighted the need for improved services.
Communications were
sometimes poor and there was a need for the phased introduction. of modern
technology and forward planning. Equipment which had been acquired was often
out of date before it was installed.
The delegate of Mali supported the statement by the delegate of Kenya
in thanking the president and the Regional Office.
He emphasized the
importance of the ACMAD Centre, and that the necessary funding should be
sought.
He expressed the strong support of his delegation for the
organization
of
a
third Technical
Conference
on the Management of
Meteorological Services in Africa, in view of the potential results for
Meteorological Services of developing countries.
The delegate of Tanzania also congratulated the president and the
Regional Office on a highly active period. He felt that Association sessions
should be held in the Region and requested that arrangements be more flexible
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so that the financial burden on host countries could be alleviated. He also
requested Congress to arrange for the funding of the activities of the
Association.
The delegate of Cameroon congratulated the president on the excellent
work achieved.
He emphasized education and training as a high priority
programme. He placed particular emphasis on the training of technicians; to
date, more emphasis had been placed on the training of operational personnel,
engineers and research scientists. Congress was requested to take note of the
maintenance problems in the Region, where equipment was out of order for long
periods because of a shortage of maintenance technicians.
The delegate of Botswana congratulated the president on his report.
Botswana was facing another year of drought. The computer equipment obtained
through the technical assistance programme had enabled the Meteorological
Services
to
participate effecti vely in drought-moni toring acti vi ties.
However, the computer equipment had to be upgraded.
She expressed agreement
with the delegate of Kenya that there was a need to keep up with rapid
developments in technology. ACMlID was of prime importance. She thanked the
Secretariat for the support given, particularly in training and in the
development of Meteorological Services.
The delegate of Nigeria commended the president on his report and
thanked him for his encouragement. If well implemented, the survey carried
out by the Secretariat would have beneficial results. He thanked the Regional
Office and the WMO Secretariat for their assistance and encouragement. He
expressed full support for the projects contained in the document.
his
The delegate of Senegal congratulated the president on
indefatigable efforts, in particular in relation to Senegal. He thanked the
Secretariat for the efforts undertaken in the African Region. He agreed with
previous speakers on the need for technical co-operation and the priority
given to the ACMlID Centre.
The delegate of the USSR congratulated the presidents of the regional
associations on their informative reports and the work achieved. With regard
to the developing countries, he hoped for an extension of hydrometeorological
information in major areas, for example agriculture, and stressed the
importance of technology. He supported the views of the delegations of Burma
and China that inter-regional contact was highly important. He also supported
the view that association sessions should be held in the Regions whenever
possible. He stressed the importance of assistance to the Regions and called
on Members, in discussing the draft budget and the Long-term Plan, to devote
maximum attention to the matters raised by the regional association
presidents, since major work was carried out in the Regions.
The president of the Commission for Hydrology emphasized the
importance of the regional associations in operational hydrology owing to the
river-basin scale. The Third WMO/Unesco Conference had thus recognized the
need for regional co-operation. The Working Groups on Hydrology established
by all of the regional associations had generated technical reports which
provided valuable input to the work of the Commission. As agreed by Congress,
the Commission had continued to provide the Regions with advice.
He
congratulated the presidents of the regional associations on the work of the
hydrological working groups and requested further support for the activities
of the Commission.
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8.

Long-term planning (Agenda item 7) (Cg-X/Docs. 11; 11, ADD.l; 58)

The Secretary-General, in presenting the Long-term Plan, explained
that Appendix A to Document 11 constituted Part I of the draft Second
Long-term Plan. The Part II volumes of the Plan related to the scientific and
technical programmes of WMO and would be submitted under the relevant agenda
items.
Document 58 contained an analysis of comments received from those
sessions of regional associations, technical commissions and other bodies held
after EC-XXXVIII and whose input could not be included in earlier documents.
Document 11, ADD. 1 had been prepared in response to a request by the
Executive Council for additional information on the economic benefits of
meteorological services. He stated that Document 11 and the Part II volumes
of the Plan had already been distributed and a detailed presentation was
therefore considered unnecessary.
Ninth Congress had approved the First Long-term Plan for 1984-1993 and
long-term planning had been formally introduced into the WMO system. Congress
had further decided that the Plans should be updated and a new Plan submitted
to each Congress.
At the request of Congress, EC-XXXV had established a working group,
chaired by Mr Zillman, to develop the basic principles and detailed guidelines
for long-term planning in WMO.
The group had been charged with the
preparation of the Second Long-term Plan for 1988-1997.
The long-term
planning process was to be developed as an integral part of the overall WMO
programme-management machinery through which Members
identified common
objectives and developed, ~as well as implemented, agreed plans for achieving.
them.
He emphasized that the result had been a truly collective effort by
Members and all the organs of WMO, including the WMO Secretariat,
Part I of the draft Plan summarized the overall strategy and major
Programme objectives for 1988 to 1997 and was intended for both the
meteorological community and a broader audience, for example government
authorities in Member countries. The Part II volumes were intended for those
directly involved in the Programmes.
One fundamental concept of the planning work had been that
Long-term Plan should be closely co-ordinated with the programme
proposals for the tenth financial period in order to provide the
philosophy for the budget proposals and to reflect the constraints
limitations of expected funding.

the Second
and budget
underlying
set by the

The purpose of introducing long-term planning in WMO was to ensure an
adequate response to the many challenges of the future by identifying them and
ensuring the smooth and effective implementation of the scientific and
technical programmes of WMO planned to meet those challenges.
Included were
requirements for specialized meteorological and hydrological services closely
related to social and economic development, and to the safety of life and
property.
Meteorologists were called upon to provide detailed information in
time and space to specific user groups in agriculture, industry and commerce
and to the general public.
He referred to the meteorological and hydrological aspects of global
problems such as increasing demands for food, water and energy and the impact
of climate variability and change.
The meteorological implications of the
long-range transport of dangerous atmospheric pollutants would also have
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far-reaching consequences on the responsibilities of national Meteorological
Services. There were new scientific achievements which would lead to a better
understanding of the global circulation of the atmosphere and its interaction
with the oceans, including studies of the EI Nino - Southern Oscillation and
new advances in numerical weather prediction, both on the global scale and for
limited areas.
He drew attention to the technological advances which had permitted a
breakthrough in nowcasting and very-short-range forecasting of severe weather
associated with mesoscale weather systems as well as increasing skills in
numerical weather prediction, paving the way for further improvements in
medium-range weather prediction.
Improved satellite observation techniques
offered a realistic approach to a global data coverage and the new
supercomputers permitted the running of fairly complex global models.
There were new tendencies in government policies in many countries
relating to the economic aspects of meteorological and hydrological services,
cost/benefit stUdies, marketing and cost recovery.
There were also new
tendencies towards international co-operative arrangements for creating
regional/specialized centres otherwise beyond the possibilities of individual
countries.
The obvious prospects for substantial development in meteorological
science
and
services
unfortunately coincided with
severe
financial
difficulties in most countries.
Congress was faced with the additional
challenge of striking a balance between promotion and restraint and shaping
WMO's future prograrrune so as to preserve as many of the vital activities as

possible.
Proposals for the future scientific and technical activities of the
Organization were presented within the framework of seven major Programmes.
The detailed plans in the seven Part II volumes of the draft Second Long-term
Plan would be considered under the relevant agenda items.
There was no
separate volume on regional activities, but all the major Programmes contained
regional aspects.
Long-term planning was carried out as an integral part of ongoing
programme activities, as had been suggested by the Executive Council. It was
evident
that Congress should try to foresee what optimum national
Meteorological and Hydrological Services would be like at the turn of the
millennium, the services they should offer and the economic and social
benefits. It should be considered how the Organization could best serve the
needs of Members in the changing circumstances.
Attention was drawn to
Resolution 2l(Cg-VII) - Role of meteorology and hydrology in economic and
social development, kept in force by both Eighth and Ninth Congress.
The
Long-term Plan should reflect the benefits to be gained if its objectives were
achieved.
In view of the financial climate, the draft Second Long-term Plan
presented a conservative vision of the future and laid down, within the
budgetary limitations, a positive set of actions that could be achieved by WMO
throughout the next decade. In conclusion he stressed that the major strength
of the Plan was that it reflected a consensus of all the organs of the
Organization, a course along »hich all Members were prepared to move
together.
He therefore urged Congress to adopt the Plan and the draft
Resolution 7/l(Cg-X) contained in Appendix B.
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The delegate of the United Kingdom stated that the Long-term Plan was
potentially the most important item on the agenda of Tenth Congress. All of
the constituent bodies of WMO had contributed to the draft Second Long-term
Plan. which covered the period up to 1991;
but Members also needed to
consider the main thrust of WMO activities beyond 1991 into the twenty-first
century.
Clear priorities needed to be set.
The World Weather Watch was
fundamental to the work of every national Meteorological Service.
Many felt
that the cornerstone of the World Weather Watch was a satellite-based system.
with a lesser role for ground-based observations.
However. for the global
models and local forecasters there was a continuing need for data which could
be made available both from satellite and ground-based sources.
More and
better data. as well as better communications. were required.
The UK was
dependent on observations from all countries for its global model and was
conscious of the obligation to provide products from the model for
transmission on the GTS for use by other national Meteorological Services.
The limiting factor was the capacity of the communication system. Satellite
communications were beginning to help and there were plans to use METEOSAT to
disseminate meteorological data and products.
Plans were also under way in
connection with the UK Overseas Development Administration to devise a
programme in which the United Kingdom hoped to work closely with African
meteorologists on both the climatological and the day-to-day scale.
There
were also new means of observation with systems such as profilers. ASDAR.
ASAP. and automatic buoys or land stations interrogated by satellites.
The
OWSEs initiated recently by WMO were very important. their aim being the best
use of the resources available for observation; one in the North Atlantic and
one for Africa were already under way.
These were difficult experiments and
it was hoped that meaningful results could be achieved.
The World Weather
Watch was the most important component of the Long-term Plan but many other
WMO programmes deserved mention. for example. the Voluntary Co-operation
Programme. as regards both the provision of fellowships for education and
training and that of equipment and services.
There had been some
strengthening of co-ordination between donors. the WMO Secretariat and the
recipient Members to ensure that the resources were used effectively and that
more were made available.
During the last few years. there had been
substantial advances in the accuracy of forecasts. The range of about a week
ahead was of particular interest to industry and commerce. Some modest skill
had also been achieved in climate forecasting for parts of the world such as
Africa and India. where the sensitivity to climate and cli.nate change was very
high.
It was the role of Congress to ensure that full advantage could be
taken of those existing possibilities.
The deleqate of the British Caribbean Territories endorsed the
Secretary-General's request that Congress support the Plan with any necessary
amendments. and paid tribute to those who had contributed. The Plan was vital
to developing countries which could adopt the proven strategies already
operated by more advanced Services. He agreed with the delegate of the United
Kingdom on the importance of conventional as well as satellite-based systems.
For example. observations by reconnaissance aircraft were vitally important in
hurricane forecasting.
Meteorological services must be tailored to users'
needs. He mentioned particularly the importance of the ACMAD Centre.
The deleqate of Turkey congratulated the Working Group on the
Long-term Plan.
The WWW was the obvious priority and he hoped that Congress
would give its approval to the Second Long-term Plan.
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The delegate of the USSR also felt that the Long-term Plan was
essential. Higher priority should be given to the WWW and to maintaining and
developing the three-level forecasting system. He supported the setting up of
centres and the free exchange of information on a non-discriminatory basis.
The delegate of Brazil said that the Long-term Plan was reaching a new
stage of maturity.
It was not just an aggregate of programmes, but gave
effective guidance in the development of Meteorological Services.
He
congratulated the Secretary-General, the chairman of the working group and all
of the contributors.
The delegate of Ethiopia also congratulated the working group on the
Plan. One aspect was the economic benefits of implementation; Document 11
had now refined the impacts.
In the Third Long-term Plan, such benefits
should also be a vital component.
The preparation mechanism had to be
reviewed, since some of the constituent bodies, for example RA I, had not been
able to comment. He supported paragraph 3 on page 3 of Document 58 and hoped
that the tenth session of RA I could be held prior to the session of the
Executive Council preceding Eleventh Congress, so that the scheduling of the
meeting would provide ample time for comment on the Plan. Responsibility for
preparation of the Long-term Plan, he felt, should be assumed by the
Secretariat, as in the case of the programme and budget, and the working group
for this purpose should be phased out.
The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE THIRD PLENARY MEETING
5 May 1987 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 2.30 p.m.
9.

Long-term planning (Agenda item 7) (Cg-X/Docs. 11; 11, ADD. 1; 58)
(continued)

The delegate of 'Costa Rica expressed his country's support of the
Second WMO Long-term Plan (LTP). In his opinion the Plan was of concern not
only to Meteorological Services but also to ministries and governments.. He
hoped that Congress would support the idea of a summary version of the Plan,
in particular including the illustrations from Document 11. The information
contained in such a shortened version would be of special interest to
governments and should greatly ease the task of obtaining governmental support.
The deleqate of Finland considered the LTP a necessity and supported
its continuation.
However, he had understood that one of the .Plan's
objectives had been to reduce documentation for meetings of constituent
bodies. Judging from the bulk of the present Plan, that objective had clearly
not been reached.
He hoped that the Plan would provide the basic documentation to enable
technical commissions and regional associations to criticize and review their

own plans and if its implementation required extensive support it should be
clearly indicated.
The delegate of the Netherlands also wished to comment on its bulk .
. He felt that the guidelines should be more general. So many details had been
included that the total number of pages was awe-insplrlng. He felt that much
of the material was redundant and that in the third LTP some restrictions
should be made.
The deleqate of Afghanistan hoped that Congress would keep in mind the
enormous difficult'ies, both budgetary and general, that developing countries
faced, in particular the problem of staffing.
The delegate of the USA said that for the first time in his long
experience of WMO, Meteorological Services had a guide that extended over the
following ten years.
He felt that it was essential that Members had
well-defined objectives of this kind.
Speaking as a member of the working group, he told Congress that the
Long-term Plan would not have been possible without excellent co-operation from
the technical commissions, the regional associations, the Secretary-General
and his staff, and in particular the leadership of Mr. Zillman. It had been a
challenge to try to balance the varied views from different sectors - to keep
the document short but at the same time very detailed. He pointed out that a
document referring to so many countries could not in fact be very general;
finally, all that mattered was that the Plan should be implemented.
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He was particularly pleased to report that at policy level the US
Government had announced its intention to launch polar-orbiting meteorological
satellites every 15 months.
In effect, there would be two polar-orbiting
meteorological satellites in operation continuously during the coming years.
He was also pleased to report that, again at the government policy level,
there was agreement that the operation of two geostationary satellites would
continue throughout the 1990s.
He assured Congress that the data from the two-satellite configuration
would flow freely.
He firmly believed that if the Long-term Plan were
implemented, remarkable benefits would result for the economies of individual
countries and for the world.
The delegate of Morocco considered that the document
extremely useful to the Meteorological Services of Members.

would

be

He shared the view that surface observations would still be useful in
spite of satellites and data-collecting platforms.
He pointed out that
detailed analysis of data must still be made in the conventional manner and
that the exchange of climatic data was vital.
Equally important was the
promotion of the training of research workers in the developing countries.
Particular stress should be laid on that aspect of planning.
He concluded by expressing his appreciation and approval of the main
basis of the Plan and would concur with the representative of RA I regarding
the updating of future long-term plans.
The delegate of Mexico considered the Plan to be well balanced as
regards general principles and details.
He told Congress that Mexico had
begun a vigorous modernization process involving satellite receiving stations
and telecommunication services. He mentioned in particular the system linking
the NMC in Mexico City to the WMC in Washington. As a second stage in the
process the Government would undertake the automation of its main telecommunication stations.
The LTP would be used as a guide in the setting up of training and
already strengthened
the
status
of
teaching projects.
Mexico had
agrometeorology in Chapingo.
He reported that the national Meteorological Service also intended to
make its own long-term plan compatible with the WMO LTP.
The delegate of Argentina also approved the Plan. His delegation was
of the opinion that the Long-term Plan was fundamental to the future
development of national Meteorological Services.
On the question of priorities which the different .Services had
assigned to various parts of the document,· his delegation felt that the WWW
was the most important - in fact the very nucleus of WMO.
He wished to highlight the fact that, among those regional
associations in which most of the Members were developing countries, there had
been agreement that those programmes relating to training and teaching would
form a second priority.
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He said that it would be impossible for developing countries to
achieve the goals set under the WWW without the necessary staff appropriately
trained.
The deleqate of Uruquay wished to emphasize a point made previously by
Mr. Izrael, namely that at the regional level there was a certain lack of
planning. He wondered if adjustments could be made in that area, particularly
regarding the technical co-operation programme.
He thought that developing
countries might have to draw up more detailed regional plans in order to make
proper use of existing resources.
He went on to highlight another aspect of the LTP - the difficulty to
assess the Plan, in particular how much had been achieved to date. He thought
that an assessment component should be included so that, in four years' time,
it would be possible to see how the Plan was working and to what extent it had
been successful.
On the question of the coming four-year period budget
readjustment, particularly regarding programmes and activities with budgetary
impact, he was concerned that a certain rigidity might arise in respect of
possible future changes that might call for further financial input from WMO.
The deleqate of Guinea stated that the adoption and implementation of
the LTP would provide a new dimension to meteorology, both in fundamental
research and in the applications of meteorology to the various economic,
social
and
environmental
aspects
of countries.
However,
the Plan's
implementation would require human, material and financial resources from
governments which, especially in the south, were faced with economic
stagnation and even regression. He referred to Appendix A of Document 58 and
the statement by the President of RA I that emphasized the need to demonstrate
to governments and the public the benefits to be gained through improved
Meteorological and Hydrological Services.
He stressed the necessity to make
governments, especially those of developing countries, aware of the need to
strengthen support of WMO systems such as the GOS, GDPS and the GTS.
In impressing upon governments the importance of meteorology in the
economic sphere, specific reference should be made to the role played by
meteorology in the management of water resources, aeronautics, the stepping up
of marine activities and the improvement of food production.
He said that the infrastructure of WMO scientific programmes could be
strengthened by according a high priority to tropical regions with the
continuation of HOMS, using data from GATE, MONE}( and WAMEX.
As tropical
regions
were
dominated by developing countries a
special effort of
international co-operation would be needed to guarantee the regular operation
of the WWW systems.
He likened the WWW to a chain of which the national Meteorological
Services constituted the links;
As any rupture of the chain would have
unfortunate repercussions on the structure of WWI'I the Government of Guinea was
making every effort to resolve the Meteorological Service's problems.
The deleqate of China expressed his delegation's appreciation of the
Long-term Plan. He believed that the Plan fUlfilled at least three functions:
(1)

It provided guidelines for future WMO developments;

(2)

It

provided
scientific
and
formulating their own plans;

technical

guidance

to

Members

in
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(3 )

It helped gove~nment decision-rnake~s to unde~stand the
natu~e
and the
impo~tance
of
meteo~ological
and
activities.

31

inte~national
hyd~ological

He info~med Cong~ess that, ove~ the p["evious few yea["s, China had
established its own meteo~ological development plans follmling the guidelines
of WMO long-te["m planning. His delegation ag~eed with the gene["al app~oaches
of the Second Long-te["m Plan but hoped that, in conside~ing the Plan, due
conside["ation would be given to the p~oblems of how to att~act the inte~est of
the majo["ity of Members, of how to resolve existing problems and especially
how science and technology could be adapted for use in developing count~ies.

He said that his delegation endorsed the preparation of the Third
Long-term Plan and that it believed that in future strategies and general
policies WMO needed to consider the gap between the challenges and the
opportunities existing due to the rapid development of science and technology
and the limited resources available to most Meteorological Services.
In
particular, for use in developing countries, the development of inexpensive
and app~op~iate technology that would not soon become obsolete should be
considered in futu~e planning.
The delegate of Pakistan info=ed Cong~ess that, ~ega~ding the WWW
Pakistan was unlucky in that it lay within the shadow of the
geostationa~y satellites.
For this reason there were a~eas of Pakistan from
which data acquisition had caused seve~al problems. He hoped that under the
Plan WMO might look into the possibility of plugging these gaps in its
space-based system.
P~og~amme,

He said that, on the ~ecommendations of the WMO sectoral advise~,
Pakistan had emba~ked on a mode~nization plan, especially in the areas of
computerized data p~ocessing and the ag~ometeorological se~vices.
He thought
that the Second Long-te~m Plan would provide useful guidelines.
The delegate of Tunisia said that his delegation would assist WMO in
implementing the LTP, and as M~. Degefu stressed in his statement, conside~ed
the Plan important fo~ the st~engthening of south-south technical co-ope~ation.

that f~om 20-26 Ap~il 1987 Tunisia had hosted an
symposium on south-south co-ope~ation involving 16 Af~ican and
six Arab count~ies.
They we~e to undertake a new co-operation strategy
cove~ing
the
question
of
logistic
support
in
providing
essential
inf~astructure
se~vices
for developing count~ies and the use of renewable
funds fo~ WMO assistance unde~ the VCP (Volunta~y Co-ope~ation Prog~amme),
which it was hoped would fill the gaps in some count~ies' resou~ces.
He

info~med Cong~ess

inte~national

The delegate of the Federal Republic of Ge~many suggested that, when
discussing the Thi~d Long-term Plan in committee, not only the substance and
the financial aspects of the Plan but also its form and dimensions should be
conside~ed.
He felt that pe~haps noticeable savings could be made without
impai~ing the Plan's substance.
He said that as the WWW was the main WMO Prog~amme and should ~emain
so fo~ the next financial period and for the whole period cove~ed by the Plan,
the th~ee main components of the P~ogramme should not suffer from financial
constraints.
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He concluded by supporting the delegate of the Netherlands in favour
of shortening the Third Long-term Plan.
The delegate of the German Democratic Republic said that his
delegation was of the opinion that the Plan provided excellent guidance for
the further development of Members' national Meteorological Services.
They
welcomed in particular Addendum 1 to Document 11, which related to the
potential
economic benefits to countries
through
the
development
of
meteorology.
With reference to the time required to peruse the various draft stages
of the Plan, he wondered if a simpler method of presentation might not be
devised
perhaps through the use of individual pages which could be
substituted or exchanged.
In conclusion he cited four proposals which he hoped might be taken
into account at the implementation stage of the Plan or in the preparation of
the next Long-term Plan:
(1)

The development of strategies for
Meteorological Services' outputs;

(2)

The inclusion of more detailed regional plans;

(3)

Emphasis on the continuing importance of good ground-based observing
systems; and

(4)

more

efficient

The need for strict adherence to the principle of

application

free

of

exchange of

meteorological information.

The delegate of Togo affirmed that his delegation felt that preparing
a second Plan at this point was a positive idea but wondered if the results of
the first Plan had been adequately assessed.
He referred to the reports of
the presidents of the regional associations, which had emphasized the
difficul ties encountered by developing countries in trying to implement the
First Long-term Plan.
Accordingly he asked if Congress would devote special attention to the
problems of implementation before the drafting of the Third Long-term Plan.
The deleqate of Peru averred that the goals set for various programmes
of the Plan might mean that many Member States would not be able to meet the
requirements.
He said that, if necessary; financial resources should be made
available to developing countries, otherwise much of the Plan would be seen to
be only theoretical and would be only partially fulfilled.
He was happy to see that, as in the previous Long-term Plan, WMO was
still concerned with the EI Nino phenomenon and that study and research into
that problem were continuing.
The delegate of Eqypt approved the priorities of the Plan and in
particular endorsed the view that the link between the first four years and
the ten-year period of the Plan should be maintained, especially with regard
to the budget.
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He noted that some projects had been implemented very effectively but
others should be revised in order to be more easily examined and rectified in
preparation for the Third Long-term Plan.
The delegate of Nigeria reminded Congress of the speech the previous
day by the leader of his delegation who had advised Congress to look closely
into the Second Long-term Plan as it contained sound programmes which
policy-makers considered vital not only for the progress of meteorological
services but which, if implemented, would have far reaching consequences on
broader aspects of human endeavour.
The delegate of Italy told Congress that the Italian Meteorological
Service would consider the Long-term Plan the basic reference document for all
its development plans.
He wished to point out that his delegation's interpretation of the
priorities were strongly in favour of the WWW programmes which in their view
had a long way to go before becoming fully satisfactory in all areas of the
globe.
The
Italian Meteorological
Service
was
engaged
in
improving
telecommunications in south-eastern Europe and between Europe and Africa,
taking advantage of the METEOSAT facilities now in preparation by the EUMETSAT
Organization.
In

respect of observations of the Mediterranean,

he

said that his

Service intended to use remote sensing techniques including the oceanographic

satellites being developed by the European Space Agency.
He endorsed the statement by the British delegation that satellites
could not be taken as replacements of conventional systems but rather should
complement them and suggested that WMO could play a more active role in that
field.
The delegate of Nicaragua wished to comment upon the Long-term Plan
regarding the technology and science of meteorology and aerology in developing
countries. He said that if these services were to become useful tools they
must be supported by regional development plans.
He stressed that WMO should make great efforts to reduce the
scientific and technological gulf that existed between the developed and· the
developing countries.
He hoped that Congress would set up the operational
machinery so that policies and strategies would have some impact on the
narrowing of that gulf.
He also drew the attention of Congress to the Technical Co~operation
and the Training and Education Programmes, which should enable people from
developing countries to be properly trained to use better and more
sophisticated technology.
The delegate of Poland wished to highlight some
Long-term Plan which he felt to be of particular importance.

aspects

of

the

First,
the
role played by the Hydrometeorological Services of
different countries in particular regarding the environment;
second, the
availability of hydrological and meteorological data, a condition of special
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importance to national economies and society; third. the organization of the
most efficient and economic systems for the exploitation of water resources.
as without such organization no national economy could fulfil its goals.
He thought the Secretary-General' s sug.gestion of a long-term plan for
the exploitation of water resources to be extremely important. particularly
regarding the quantity and quality of water and especially surface water.
He said that hydrology. both as a science and in its applications. was
in many countries highly developed but in others there were still many
problems to be solved if existing and future requirements were to be met.
Without applied hydrology it would be impossible to make the best use of water
resources and to create proper water-management services and he stressed that
the essential requirements for any Hydrological Service were modern equipment
and qualified personnel.
He then made three points which he felt to be of importance for the
Long-term Plan and also for all countries:
(1)

The management of water resources must be based on highly developed
hydrological technology and trained staff;

(2)

Modern technological information on water-resource management in both
developed and developing countries should be freely exchanged;

(3)

There should be continual co-operation between neighbouring countries
and countries sharing the same watershed.

He added that there should also be close co-operation between
international organizations concerned with the problems of water. and that the
lead should be taken by WMO. as only WMO could provide the technical expertise
and assistance so greatly needed by developing countries.
He concluded by citing Poland's considerable experience in hydrology
and the management of water resources and offered technical and scientific
assistance to any Member of the Organization. He said that Poland too. would
like to benefit from the sophisticated technologies of other countries. He
felt that sophisticated modern technology should .be available to all countries
wishing to make use of it for the improvement of their water management and of
their environment.
The deleqate of Canada said the Second Long-term Plan was a milestone.
but that modifications might have to be made as its implementation progressed
and flexibility would· therefore be required. The Plan must address the needs
of the developing countries and enhance the role played by the World Weather
Watch, including the Global Telecommunication System, and the other basic
programmes that served those needs.
The science of meteorology was changing all the time;
several
programmes now had to· reflect the interrelationships between atmospheric
chemistry and atmospheric physics.
In Canada, the amount of information on
the environment carried by newspapers had doubled. and the coverage of matters
relating to the atmosphere had quadrupled over the past ten years. Concern
about water and air quality was also on the increase.
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International organizations should closely monitor the evolution of
the world's atmosphere over the next ten years.
The World Climate Programme
was already an important WMO activity, and more attention would have to be
devoted to work with other agencies on food, energy and water problems as time
went on.
The delegate of Spain said the Second Long-term Plan would be of use
to all Member countries but that for progress to be made in achieving its
objectives, co-operation among Meteorological Services would be required.
Over the previous four years, the Spanish Meteorological Service had been
updating its operations so that it could meet the growing needs of consumers.
The budget of the Service was to be increased tenfold, and a number of new
projects
were
being
implemented.
Future
efforts
to
renovate
the
Meteorological Service would be carried out with a view to ensuring their
conformity with the directives contained in the Second Long-term Plan.
The activities he had just described could not have been undertaken
without the valuable assistance of other Meteorological Services that had
offered expert advice, enabling their Spanish counterpart to avoid errors in
the design and implementation of projects.
That was why his delegation felt
that the Technical Co-operation Programme and the Education and Training
Programme should be given due attention in WMO's activities.
Spain, for its
part, was willing to share its experience with other countries on request.
He referred to paragraph 62 (a) of the Second Long-term Plan, which
emphasized the economic and social benefits to be derived from Meteorological
and Hydrological
Services,· and explained that Spain had entrusted a
distinguished group of economists and statisticians with evaluating the
economic impact of meteorological factors on a number of economic sectors and
activities.
The publication which set out the group's conclusions might be
useful to participants at Congress, and would accordingly be made available
for their consideration.
The delegate of Australia, speaking as the chairman of the Executive
Council Working Group on Long-term Planning, expressed his most sincere thanks
to all the members of the group; to the technical commissions and other bodies
who had played the key role in preparing Part II of the Plan; to the
presidents of the regional associations who had worked so hard to co-ordinate
their Regions'
inputs on many difficult aspects of the Plan; to the
Secretary-General for his strong support from the outset; and to all the
Secretariat staff who had borne such a heavy workload during the preparation
of the Plan.
He paid particular tribute to the role of the Assistant
Secretary-General in guiding and co-ordinating the ·entire planning process.
The task of harmonizing conflicting views on many difficult aspects of
the plan had proved difficult:
how, for example, to establish universally
applicable priorities when each country had its own desiderata?
How to
reconcile the wishes of those who advocated a bold and detailed plan for the
future of meteorology and of those who felt the Long-term Plan should be just
a brief general statement of broad directions?
The working group had sought to produce a Plan that would facilitate
the work of Meteorological Services and enhance WMO's efficiency and its
stature within the United Nations family.
It recognized that there were a
number of deficiencies in the Plan, but considered that, thanks to the efforts
of all concerned, a good start had been made.
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With the preparation of the Second Long-term Plan, a process had been
launched within WHO; the group believed it would prove to be beneficial to the
future operations of WHO and the members of the group had been pleased to be
part of the process.
The President said the Second Long-term Plan represented a major step
forward in the integration and co-ordination of the Organization's activities
and that all those involved in its preparation, including the Permanent
Representatives and their staffs, were to be commended.

10.

Consolidated programme and budget 1988-1991
(Agenda item 8) (Cg-X/Docs. 3; 3, REV.l; 4)

The Secretary-General presented Documents Cg-X/Doc. 3, 3 REV.l and 4.
Reminding delegates that those documents had been distributed to Members for
perusal well in advance of the session, he considered that a detailed
presentation was unnecessary.
He pointed out that, in accordance with the instructions of the
Executive CounciL the budget proposals were consistent with the targets set
out in the Second Long-term Plan. The responsibility of Tenth Congress in
adopting the programme and budget was particularly great. Certain problems
throughout the world affecting the economy and in some cases security of life
and property were closely involved with meteorology and hydrology. At the
same

time,

it

was

important

to

take

advantage

of

the

unprecedented

opportuni ties presented by recent developments in science and technology to
advance knowledge in the atmospheric and hydrological sciences and its
practical application to human activities. The proposed budget was an attempt
to strike a balance between the two factors - a response to world problems and
the exploitation of scientific advances. This subject had been mentioned in
his introduction of the Second Long-term Plan and similarly by a number of
speakers at the opening session.
The task of establishing the budget had been complicated by the fact
that severe financial difficulties had been experienced by most countries in
recent years. Bearing that in mind, the Executive Council had recommended
that the budget for the tenth financial period be based on the principle of
zero real growth, and that requirement had been respected.
The Secretary-General then reviewed the WHO Programmes figuring in
Document Cg-X/Doc. 3, describing for each the activities in progress, problem
areas and future aims. He drew attention to the fact that provision had not
been made in the proposed budget for a recent development, the special
arrangements . connected with the Convention on Early Notification of· a Nuclear
Accident (under WWW).
The possible organization of a Second World Climate
Conference during the coming financial period was also a matter still to be
decided.
Regarding staffing, he noted that
number of established posts first approved
the assignment of staff to the Regional
Headquarters had been reduced effectively
increases in programme activities.

no increase was proposed in the
by Eighth Congress in 1979. With
Offices, the staff complement at
by nine posts despite significant
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The fluctuations in the exchange rate over the financial period
1984-1987 had resulted in a
serious
problem
affecting
all
of
the
Organization's programmes.
Document Cg-X/Doc. 3, REV.l updated the budget
estimates initially prepared in October 1985 and represented an increase of
US $28 979 300 over the original figure.
He stressed that the additional sum
requested was purely compensatory and was what was required to maintain
activities at the existing level;
it did not represent any change in
programme.
Three further items on which decisions still had to be made - namely,
costs of servicing meetings of the Financial Advisory Committee (if
established) and the EC Ad Hoc Group on Emission of Hazardous Materials into
the Atmosphere, and the question of per diem to EC members (if approved) - had
not been considered in Document Cg-X/Doc. 3 and would also require funding.
Inflation had also not been taken into account.

Since November 1986 the Organization had been confronted by an acute
shortage of funds because (a) many Members were in arrears with their
contributions and (b) the depreciation of the US dollar v. the Swiss franc had
resulted in supplementary estimates for 1986 that had become payable early in
1987. Moreover, the existing Financial Regulations imposed restrictions on
the Organization in that end-of-year surpluses did not take into account
unpaid contributions and were deducted from the assessed contributions,
resul ting in additional pressure on cash resources.
In this respect, he
strongly urged Congress to consider favourably the proposed revision of the
Financia.l

Regulations

to

be

discussed \.U1der agenda item 9.2.

The proposed

establishment of a Financial Advisory Committee was equally important.

In conclusion, the Secretary-General pointed out that the proposed
activities had been carefully examined and agreed upon by the various WMO
organs. He advised Members questioning their contributions to reflect on the
consequences of not meeting their responsibilities.

11.

Financial matters (Agenda item 9.2) (Cg-X/Docs. 37; 37, ADD.l)

The President, introducing Documents 37 and 37, ADD.l, said they
transmitted a proposal from the Executive Council for the establishment of a
Financial Advisory Committee and an account of the Bureau's discussion of the
subject at its February 1987 meeting.
The Executive Council strongly
recommended that a standing body be created to provide guidance in financial
emergencies, such as the one the Organization was undergoing.
The committee
would also be able to advise Congress on a number of complex financial matters
it would have to debate, including maximum expenditures for 1988-1991 and the
proposals
relating
to
assessed
contributions,
the
redefinition
of
distributable surplus, the substitution of Swiss francs for United States
dollars as the Organization's basic currency unit, and the institution of
biennial budget cycles.
It was suggested that the Financial Advisory Committee should have 15
members: the President of WMO, who would serve as the chairman of the
committee; the presidents of the six regional associations; and eight members,
to be designated by Congress, who would represent the eight largest
contributors to the Organization.
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That composition had been suggested as a means of achieving a dit"ect
and pt"oductive dialogue between those Membet" countdes that benefited most
ft"om WMO's expenditut"e and those that pt"ovided the necessat"y funds:
it was
felt
that
financial
difficulties
could be
t"esolved if a
sense of
t"esponsibility fot" investment in meteot"ology could be genet"ated.
Should the
committee be established, it would begin meeting immediately so that it could
pt"ovide guidance on the issues now befot"e Congress.
In t"esponse to a question from the First Vice-President, he explained
that the eight majot" contributors, in alphabetical ordet", were: Canada;
France; Germany, Federal Republic of; Italy; Japan; the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics; the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;
and the United States of America.
Replying to queries from the delegates of Venezuela and Kenya, he said
that paragraph 1 of the annex to draft Resolution 9.212 (Cg-lO, contained in
Document 37, should be revised to reflect the fact that eight, and not six,
major contributors and the presidents of all the regional associations were to
be members of the committee.
The delegate of Ethiopia said the committee would perform a useful
service for the Organization and its proposed composition was well balanced:
he therefore endorsed the proposal.
The delegate of China said that, in the Ot"ganization's present
difficulties, it could benefit from an in-depth consideration of financial
matters. Members of the committee should be objective about their work and
take the interests of all countt"ies, pat"ticularly the developing countries,
into account.
The delegate of Burma suggested that some of the countt"ies which
contributed the least to the Ot"ganization should also be included on the
committee, so that they could explain the pt"oblems they faced.
In t"esponse to questions ft"om the delegates of It"eland, Costa Rica,
Saudi At"abia, Togo and the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic on specific
aspects of the committee's composition and duties, the President explained
that the Eleventh World Meteorological Congress would t"enew the committee's
mandate and could at that time revise its composition if necessary.
The
composition of the Executive Council would in no way be affected by the
establishment of the Financial Advisot"y Committee.
The list of eight major
contributors had been drawn up on the basis of assessed, not voluntary,
contributions.
In view of the desirability of the committee beginning its work as
soon as possible, he asked if Congress were prepared to adopt the proposal
before it.
The delegate of Switzerland said the subject was an important one and
merited due consideration: he would therefore favout" deferdng a decision.
The delegates of Spain and India endorsed that view.
The President said that the subject would be taken up when Congt"ess
resumed its work.
The meeting rose at6 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE FOURTH PLENARY MEETING
6 May 1987 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.

12.

Financial matters (Agenda item 9.2) (Cg-X/Docs. 37; 37. ADD.I)
(continued)

The President reviewed the proposed composition of the Financial
Advisory Committee (FAC). as presented in Cg-X/Docs. 37 and 37. ADD. 1. which
was as follows:
the six presidents of the WMO regional associations. eight
other members designated by Congress. and the President of WMO. acting as
chairman.
The
composition would be
unrelated
to
Executive
Council
membership.
Congress would have the power to replace members or amend
decisions. and future needs with regard to the Financial Advisory Committee
would be decided upon by the subsequent Congress.
The delegate of Brunei Darussalam felt that the establishment of a
Financial Advisory Committee was a responsible approach to management of the
complex overall economic situation of WMO.
All of the different socioeconomic conditions in Member countries should be reflected in the composition
of the committee and presidents of the regional associations be included.
Decisions must be matched by available funds and the members of the Financial
Advisory Committee were to look into the possibility of exploring new sources
of funding. The delegation supported the proposal and the proposed membership
balance.
The delegate of Indonesia informed Congress that Indonesia had been
experiencing financial difficulties in recent years and that there was a need
for assistance from the Organization. He had no objections to the formation
of 'the Financial Advisory Committee with a view to finding solutions to the
financial problems of the Organization.
He asked for clarification on its
duration and to which body it would be responsible.
In accordance with the
WMO General Regulations. committees could be established for the duration of a
session only. whereas working groups acted throughout the intersessional
period.
The delegate of India thanked the President for the clarification
provided and for having deferred discussion of Cg-X/Doc. 37 and its addendum
to give delegates time to study the proposal. He understood that the proposed
membership of the FAC would not be linked with that of the Executive Council.
He felt that the FAC was a positive step in the light of the current financial
situation and his delegation gave full support to its formation.
The delegate of the Byelorussian SSR felt that the main activities
under the Second Long-term Plan should be correlated with the budget for
1988-1991 and supported the establishment of the FAC for that purpose. The
committee was to be set up and would submit proposals during the Congress
sessions.
The delegate of the British Caribbean Territories agreed that it was
important to obtain advice in times of financial difficulty.
It was clear
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that there would be no link with membership of the Executive Council and he
felt that the presidents of the regional associations would provide good
representation.
The FAC would advise Congress, which would take the final
decision.
The delegate of Costa Rica emphasized that the financing of the FAC
should not affect the other important activities of the Organization.

The delegate of the Bahamas supported the formation of the FAC, which
would be a useful adjunct to the advisory bodies of WMO.
The proposed
membership was balanced and he emphasized that the committee should be set up
without delay.
The deleqate of Mexico expressed agreement with the establishment of
the FAC and the terms of reference outlined in Cg-X/Doc. 37, ADD. 1. He
proposed modification of the membership of the committee to give better
representation to the developing countries, which, he felt, should participate
more fully.
He proposed that the composition should be as follows:
the six
presidents of the regional associations, the six main Member country
contributors and five or six developing country contributors.
The deleqate of Pakistan expressed support for the es.tablishment of
the FAC.
He emphasized that WMO should ensure that Members paid their
outstanding contributions without delay.
The delegate of Spain also supported the establishment of the FAC. It
should be composed of 16 members, i.e. the President of WMO, the presidents of
the six regional associations, a representative of each of eight other Members
who were the principal contributors to the Organization and a representative
of one other Member, who was a specialist in financial matters, to be
designated by Congress and the Executive Council at the request of the
President of WMO.
The delegate of China had no objections to the establishment of the
committee nor to the designation by the WMO President of the Members.
After
study of Cg-X/Doc. 37, ADD. L his delegation found the proposal contained
therein acceptable.
The delegate of Afghanistan supported the se.tting up of the FAC.
requested further information on the terms of reference.

He

The delegate of Iran supported the idea of the establishment of the
FAC to advise Congress and the Executive Committee, but questioned the
inclusion of the eight major Member-country contributors in its membership.
He raised the following points:
(1)

Would the eight major Member-country contributors solve the financial
problems of WMO?

(2)

Were they better advisers?

(3)

Should the presidents of the regional
representatives of the minor contributors?

(4)

Was there any difference between the
contributors and the remaining Members?

associations

eight

major

be

the

only

Member-country

41

FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

(5)

By deciding on the utilization of data and products, would the eight
Members obtain greater benefit?

(6)

Would Regions I, II and V have an equitable
analysis?

(7)

With

share

in the

task of

respect to the functions listed on page 2 of Appendix B to
37, was it reasonable that the major Member-country
contributors were to advise Congress and the Executive Council on
proportional contributions? and

Cg-X/Doc.

(8)

With regard to page 2, paragraph 3 of Cg-X/Doc. 37, ADD. 1, would it
not be preferable if the eight Members were elected by ballot?

The President stated that, according to Article 8 of the WMO
Convention relating to the functions of the World Meteorological Congress,
Congress was to establish any additional bodies it deemed necessary.
The
Financial Advisory Committee would therefore report to Congress and the
Executive Council, as was normal for any other such committees. He supported
the statement by the delegate of Costa Rica that priority should be given to
projects, which should not suffer through the need to fund the committee. The
formula for the composition of the committee which appeared satisfactory to
most Members was along the lines of that suggested by the delegates of Mexico
and Spain and the wording of the resolution should be amended to reflect the
majority view.
Any group would be welcome to express views to the committee
and this could be arranged through its chairman.
The
delegate
of
Saudi
Arabia
supported,
in
principle,
the
establishment of the committee, but felt it was preferable to add to the
composition of members a number of representatives of developing countries in
addition to the presidents of the regional associations.
The delegate of Vanuatu referred to the recent tropical cyclone which
had wrought devastation in his country and had resulted in severe economic
disruption.
He expressed full support for the addendum to the document and
felt that the inclusion of the presidents of the regional associations on the
committee gave equitable representation to the developing countries.
He
suggested a vote.
The deleqate of Botswana supported the formation of the FAC.
It was
hoped that the committee would be small, bearing in mind the financial
implications and the policy of zero growth. Too large a group would be less
effective.
The presidents of the regional associations could represent the
views of the developing countries, with which they could carry out regular
consultation.
The delegate therefore agreed to the proposed composition of
the committee and that it should meet as needed.
The delegate of Honduras agreed to the establishment of the FAC.
He
supported the proposal by the delegate of Spain on membership and felt that a
way should be sought of funding the committee so that there was nO conflict
with the programme of activities.
The delegate of Israel supported the establishment of the FAC provided
that it was not detrimental to the financial position of WMO.
He stressed
that the committee should not meet more than once a year during sessions of
Congress or the Executive Council, or a few days beforehand, which would
result in minimal costs.
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The President stated that there had been general agreement to the
establishment of the FAC, with a membership which should be small but
equitable.
Groups with expertise would be invited to advise the committee,
and Switzerland had already offered the benefit of its experience to the FAC.
The number of meetings would be decided upon once the budget for the FAC had
been approved.

It was so agreed.

13.

Consolidated programme and budget
(Cg~X/Docs. 3; 3, REV.l; 4)

1988~1991

(Agenda item 8)

The delegate of. Australia ·strongly commended the programme and budget
proposals in Cg-X/Doc. 3.· He considered that the proposed programme was
responsive to the requirements of Members and sensitive to priorities as set
down in the draft Long-term Plan.
Australia supported, in principle, the
objective of zero real growth, as defined in the document.
It considered the
financial discipline imposed by the constraint of overall zero real growth
would contribute to increasing further the already impressive high level of
efficiency of the Organization.
However, because of the dramatic decline of
the Australian currency relative to the US dollar, he viewed the implications
of Cg-X/Doc. 3,REV. 1, with grave concern.
I f the budget were adopted, the
contribution by Australia would have to more than double over a four-year
period while most other components of the budget of the national Meteorological
Service would continue to decrease in an overall negative real-growth
situation. Australia would thus oppose strongly any budgetary additions which
were not accompanied by at least compensating reductions.
Although he would
prefer to see a significantly smaller budget, he believed the proposed
programme and budget had been soundly formulated and Australia would be
prepared to support their adoption as a package subject to some minor pruning
and adjustments to be discussed later. He supported the establishment of the
Financial Advisory Committee as a mechanism to advise Congress on major
financial and budgetary issues facing the Organization.
The delegate of Poland proposed that the allocations for operational
hydrology and the development of water resources should be strengthened; he
suggested a 12 per cent allocation for that Programme, i.e. equal to that
allocated for the Applications of Meteorology Programme. He also stated that
his delegation was against the calculation of contributions to WMO in Swiss
francs instead of US dollars, as it would mean an increase of approximately
30 per cent for his country. He agreed, in general, with the budget proposals
presented by the Secretary-General and, in particular, with the policy of zero
real growth.
The delegate of Nepal
reviewed the development of
the Nepal
Meteorological Service.
The Service had been established in 1965 when
climatological stations had been set up mainly for the acquisition of rainfall
data and a few for obtaining temperature data. An effort had then been made
to increase the number of stations to achieve good representation and an
adequate network level had been achieved by 1977. Weather forecasting for the
general public had begun in 1969 and regular services for aviation in 1970.
Numerical weather prediction techniques were yet to be introduced.
Much
needed to be done for the agrarian sector and there had been recent growing
interest in the energy sector. Trained manpower was a major requirement and
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he supported the introduction of manpower development as a new programme.
There was a need to cope with the rapid advances in technology and to
contribute to research activities.
Some progress had been made, with
meteorology and hydrology included on university curricula.
Although the
Service
had well-qualified
staff,
it
was
small
and still
required
development. Referring to Cg-X/Doc. 3, he expressed support for the policy of
near-zero growth.
The wide variation in the level of development of the
different national Services, which were also dependent on advances in other
national sectors, meant a different classification of priorities. Long-range
rather than short-range forecasts under the WWW were more useful to developing
countries such as Nepal. With regard to the Global Observing System, it was
difficult for developing countries to pay the higher charges incurred by use
of satellite circuits.
The WCP had made progress, but he felt that there
should be a few key projects with maximum participation. He also advocated a
reduction in documentation.
In view of the global financial constraints,
national planners needed to be convinced of the economic benefits of
meteorological services in order to allocate more funds.
He emphasized that
the Technical Co-operation Programme had been highly effective. The delegate
congratulated the Secretary-General on the document.
The delegate of Kenya wished to record his appreciation for the work
which had been achieved during the previous intersessional period by the
President, the Secretary-General, the Bureau and the Secretariat. He attached
importance to all of the WMO programmes, which, when well executed, resulted
in the alleviation of adverse weather effects on mankind. Kenya's commitment
to the programmes was evidenced by the hosting of centres such as the Regional
Telecommunication Hub,

the Regional Meteorological Centre,

the Area Forecast

Centre (lCAO), the Regional Meteorological Training Centre and, recently, by
an undertaking to host the Drought Monitoring Centre for eastern and southern
African countries.
He stated that CAS had given priority to weather
prediction on all time scales but that his delegation wished to emphasize the
importance of long-range forecasting to countries whose economies relied
heavily on agriculture.
He also emphasized the importance of research on
tropical meteorology under the Research and Development Programme. The recent
drought in many African countries had aroused considerable political awareness
of the significance of meteorological services and he felt that Congress
should take advantage of the momentum and evolve programmes to further
understanding of the origins and predictability of drought.
The proposed
ACMAD Centre should help in that respect.
He emphasized the importance of
education and training to his country and the necessity of generating
"critical mass" intellectual and technical capability in the developing
world.
In that respect, Kenya had benefited from UNDP support, through the
Technical Co-operation Programme.
Gratitude was expressed to WMO, UNDP and
friendly countries; with which there had been bilateral agreements, and the
VCP for their support. Finally, in commenting on the programme and budget, he
emphasized the need to give priority to the WWW, Education and Training, and
Research and Development Programmes and he hoped that the necessary funding
would be assigned. He emphasized that Members should pay their contributions
in a timely fashion so that the work of the Organization would not be
impeded.
He commented on the matter raised in Cg-X/Doc. 4 concerning the
financing of Executive Council member participation.
His delegation was of
the view that, as Members were elected in a personal capacity, their
participation should not be a liability to be borne by individual governments,
but a shared responsibility through funding under the regular budget. He also
referred to Cg-X/Doc. 68, ADD. 1, which suggested changes in the currency unit
for WMO budgetary purposes, and wished to associate his delegation with the
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views expressed in the document.
He also supported the
increase in staff in the Regional Office for Africa.

proposal

for

an

The delegate of the USSR expressed appreciation of the work of the
Secretary-General and the Secretariat in preparing the budget. He supported
the notion of zero growth and the proposed priority activities.
He had
certain misgivings, however, regarding the arithmetic, since there had been
real physical growth in the budget of approximately 50 per cent in comparison
with the previous period. He gave unreserved support to the statement by the
president of RA I regarding the need to link the programme and budget with the
fundamental
provisions
of
the
Long-term Plan.
The
severe financial
difficulties
experienced during the current
period had
resulted,
in
particular, from the non-payment of dues and the unfavourable US dollar/Swiss
franc exchange rate.
He supported fully the measures which had been taken,
but which were still obviously insufficient.
The ,establishment of the
Financial Advisory Committee was essential to assist in finding solutions.
The delegate of Senegal congratulated the Secretary-General on the
complete and realistic budget proposals. However, he emphasized the need for
support for the developing countries, particularly with regard to the WWW, the
Agricultural Meteorology and the Education and Training Programmes.
The
Meteorological Services of developing countries faced severe problems and the
activities of the Technical Co-operation Programme were of high priority.
With the establishment of ACMAD and other specialized centres, more financial'
help would be needed. He hoped that Congress would take appropriate action.
The delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany congratulated the
Secretary-General and his staff on the budget and emphasized the need to
adhere to the . policy of zero real growth.
He emphasized that the Working
Capital Fund should not be used to support the non-payment of dues.
He
proposed that measures similar to those taken by WHO be considered.
Contingency plans could include the delayed implementation of parts of
programmes until funds became available.
The delegate of Israel emphasized that the budgetary problem was on a
national as well as an international level.
There was a need not only to
develop national Services but also to take part in international activities.
Any programme planning should include reduced expenses hoth for Members and
for the Organization.
Peripheral expenses should also be limited and he
suggested that the duration of the Congress meeting could be reduced.
The delegate of Mexico pointed to the chaos caused by the devaluation
US dollar and the resulting multiplier effect on the currency of
Mexico.
In spite of the serious financial crisis, his Government had
recognized the need to improve Meteorological Services, for example in the
area of telecommunications and satellite observations.
Assistance was
required particularly with regard to implementation of the WWW, hydrology and
water resources as well as tropical meteorology.
He emphasized that the
Financial Advisory Committee should consider means whereby WMO could deal with
the serious financial problems and suggested that an emergency programme
should be set up.
of

the

The deleqate of Argentina agreed that there should be a correlation
between the Long-term Plan and Cg-X/Doc. 3.
He supported the document in
principle, but had certain reservations.
WWW was a priority Programme but
there were other priorities, such as education and training and the
applications of meteorology, which merited a better distribution of funds.
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The delegate of Togo supported Cg-X/Doc. 3 but considered that
priorities should be reassigned, with more emphasis on the applications of
meteorology; of major importance to countries such as his was the conservation
of natural resources.
He referred to the financial difficulties resulting
from the non-payment of contributions and the unfavourable US dollar/Swiss
franc exchange rate. The Swiss franc as a reference value was acceptable to
his delegation.
He went on to suggest that, through UNDP, countries without
convertible currencies
should pay their contributions in their local
currencies, within the framework of the VCP.

The delegate of Zimbabwe congratulated the Secretary-General and his
staff.
On the whole, his delegation was happy with the document, but would
suggest various adjustments. Emphasis needed to be placed on the applications
of meteorology in economic
development.
Seasonal forecasting was of
particular importance.
Southern Africa, the economy of which depended on
agriculture, had experienced only two years of normal rainfall over the last
five. Drought-monitoring centres were being set up in Zimbabwe and Kenya, and
the ECA had also approved the establishment of ACMAD.
He supported the
breakdown shown on page 21 of Cg-X/Doc. 3, with adjustments for regional
flexibility.

The delegate of Costa Rica endorsed the congratulations expressed by
previous speakers.
He stated that an increase in staff in the Regional
Offices was necessary to ensure the discharge of tasks. He was concerned at
the projected

two meetings of the Hurricane Committee instead of the usual

four.
An effort should be made by Members to pay their outstanding
contributions and a solution found to the currency-exchange problem.

The delegate of Tanzania congratulated the Secretary-General on the
documents presenting a budget which was realistic in view of the prevailing
world financial climate.
Bearing in mind the unprecedented scientific and
technological advances
from which Members could benefit, the regional
programmes were of particular importance;
funds were required so that
advantage could be taken of those opportunities for economic development. He
agreed that priority had justly been given to the WWW and its space-based
observation programme, but felt that contributions from the surface-based
observation programme were still important.
There was a need to fund the
Working Group on WWW System Planning, Co-ordination and Implementation, and it
was hoped that Congress would look into the matter.
He also supported the
work of the World Climate Programme and the role that CLICOM would play in
focusing the attention of national governments on the value of Meteorological
Services.
The Technical Co-operation Programme was vital to developing
countries and the delegate expressed appreciation for assistance provided
through the VCP. He welcomed the establishment of new centres such as ACMAD.
He felt that the Financial Advisory Committee should study the question of
exchange-rate implications.
The meeting by the Organization of the costs of
participation by Members in the Executive Council also merited consideration.

The delegate of Syria paid tribute to the Secretary-General and the
Secretariat.
He felt that special attention should be paid to training
programmes and the development of Meteorological Services. He supported the
statement by the delegate of Togo that contributions should be paid through
UNDP in local currencies.
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The delegate of the United Kingdom added his congratulations to the
Secretary-General on a balanced programme which reflected the emphasis made by
the Long-term Plan.
He supported the principle of zero real growth and
recognized the problem posed by fluctuations in the US dollar/Swiss franc
exchange rate. Although the United Kingdom was under pressure to reduce its
contribution below zero growth, the severe difficulties of the Organization
were recognized. US $112 million was the absolute ceiling; any additions to
the budget should be offset elsewhere. Efficiency of the Organization should
be improved, including the streamlining of the working procedures of Congress
and the Executive Council, and i t was suggested that there should be a
reduction in the number and length of meetings.
The delegate of Ethiopia also congratulated the Secretary-General and
his staff on the document. The budget proposals were reasonable and adhered to the zero-real-growth principle.
His delegation supported the
US $112 million budget for the tenth financial period.
Means of obtaining
extra-budgetary resources should be pursued and strategic planning was
required, particularly in assisting developing countries.
Flexibility to
restructure the Organization within the budget, as in the past, was
supported. The strengthening of the Regional Office for Africa by one extra
P-staff member was welcomed. He requested that support for the participation
of Executive Council members in sessions of the Council be reinstated in the
budget. It was also hoped that Congress would look favourably on the hosting
of regional association sessions within the Regions so that the financial
burden on host countries would be alleviated.
The delegate of Pakistan congratulated the Secretary-General.
The
zero-growth concept was not a healthy one, since there was a need to improve
meteorological and operational hydrological services, especially in the
developing countries.
The
Financial Advisory Committee
should study
minimizing the effect of exchange-rate fluctuations. Of particular importance
to Pakistan was the development of agrometeorological services for farmers and
computerization.
The delegate of Czechoslovakia stated that the documents on the Second
Long-term Plan and the budget were evidence of the favourable results achieved
since 1984, in spite of a deterioration in the· financial situation in 1986 and
1987. All possibilities were to be explored to achieve beeter efficiency with
regard to WMO Programmes and the Secretariat. Since it was not possible to
increase contributions, new sources of funding needed to be found.
The help
of other international organizations could be sought. He emphasized the need
for the timely payment of dues. He suggested that emphasis should be placed
on perfecting and adapting services for users to achieve maximum efficiency.
He felt that the commercialization
of meteorological information would
destroy international co-operation and should be avoided.
His delegation
supported the document in principle.
The President requested the agreement of Congress to amendments to the
composition of the Nomination Committee which had been approved by the
presidents of the regional associations concerned. Senegal would be replaced
by Mali and Guatemala by Honduras.
It was so agreed.
The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE FIFTH PLENARY MEETING
7 May 1987 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.
14.

Consolidated programme and budqet 1988-1991 (Agenda item 8)
(Cg-X/Docs. 3, 3, REV.l; 4) (continued)

The delegate of Cameroon thanked WMO for its material and financial
support for the extension of his country's agrometeorological network and for
the improvement of
its telecommunication network under the Voluntary
Co-operation Programme.
He recalled that his country was experiencing an
event which was being observed by the world's scientific community:
the
explosion of toxic gas at Crater Lakes, which had claimed a number of lives.
Meteorological problems were on the agenda of the international conference
held subsequently at Yaounde, but deeper scientific research was needed into
the impact of the meteorological conditions on the explosion and diffusion of
the gas. Cameroon was depending on an important contribution from WMO in that
regard within the framework of its technical assistance and training
programmes.
He said that the budget for regional activities should be increased
for important national programmes which were liable to stimulate the interest
of Governments.
It was well known that Governments of developing countries
tended to recognize the importance of meteorology only with respect to their
own interventions in cases of natural disasters causing important loss of
life.
It was true that natural disasters had occurred after the budget had
already been prepared;
but, given the credibility accorded to WMO by its
Member States, concerted action among Governments should have been encouraged
to attempt to raise sufficient extra-budgetary funds.
Such a structure could
work with the regional offices to stimulate government support for an
early-warning system for such phenomena.
That idea should be considered in
preparing the next budget.
There was another aspect of meteorological applications which WMO
programmes seemed to lose sight of, namely biometeorology, which rendered many
services in the field of health in most developing countries.
The delegate of Mongolia noted that the question of the programme and
budget was one of the main issues before Congress.
The documents reflected
the main areas of scientific, technical and research activities.
Given the
difficult financial situation,
Congress would have to study future plans
attentively.
In considering long-term plans, Congress had to balance the
activities of the Organization with the priority programmes in the budget.
There seemed to be a poor link between short- and long-term planning.
All
WMO's main Programmes, most particularly the WNW, had to have secure financial
resources.
When the various committees
discussed specific
scientific
programmes, they also had to discuss the more important questions of data
programmes.
The delegate of Uruguay supported the statement by the delegate of
Argentina that education and training should be given higher priority in the
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budget. It was the second priority in his Region and a main priority in most
of the other Regions.
With reference to the regional programme, he noted
that, compared with previous budgets, some budget items did not correspond to
the programme; for example, allocations for hydrology and water resources
contained inputs which did not apply to that programme.
That affected the
national programme and certain regional requirements would consequently not be
met. He also expressed support for the proposed increase in the staff of the
Regional Office for the Americas.
The delegate of the British Caribbean Territories, referring to the
current chaotic state of international currency values, said that he had noted
the requested dollar increase in the budget of "only" 34.6 per cent with great
concern.
Referring to previous speakers' insistence on "priorities", he
expressed the belief that they were essentially national; as a world body, WMO
had to accommodate all interests.
The increasing decline in the receipt of
contributions and the resulting difficulties for the Organization had not been
emphasized enough. Despite the hardship which that might entail, Governments
had to recognize the importance of meeting their commitments.
The delegate of France said that the budget proposal for the tenth
financial period was acceptable to his delegation. The figure was seen as a
ceiling based on the hypothesis that all contributions would be paid.
His
Government could not foresee increasing its contribution to meet a deficit.
The concept of zero real growth of the budget was a difficult one and required
constant surveillance.
He expressed support for conversion to a budget
calculated in Swiss francs to avoid the complications of currency fluctuations.
The delegate of Egypt
said that the documents reflected a budget
whose allocations among the various programmes were well balanced.
He
expressed support for the priorities contained both in the budget and in the
Second WMO Long-term Plan.
Programmes concerned with desertification and
drought had been given due attention. He expressed particular support for the
allocations for the training programmes,
the development of national
Meteorological Services and the holding of seminars and symposia; he further
supported long- and medium-term grants to bridge the gap in terms of education
and training and for technical assistance.. He wished the Secretary-General
success in his efforts to establish some bilateral agreements with the World
Bank and regional banks and associated himself with delegations' requests for
support to facilitate the participation of delegations of developing countries
in the Executive Council.
The delegate of Cuba expressed support for the priority given in the
budget to the WWW, the WCIP and the other scientific and technical
programmes.
Particularly important for Cuba and other developing countries
were the regional programmes, the Education and Training Programme, the
Tropical
Cyclone Programme,
the Tropical and Agricultural Meteorology
Programmes as well as the other applications programmes.
He referred to
previous comments by the delegates of Argentina and the USSR with respect to
the links between the Second WMO Long-term Plan and the proposed allocations
for certain programmes.
Detailed discussions of the budget would permit
Congress to set appropriate priorities so as
best to contribute to
socio-economic development.
The delegate of China said that it was encouraging to note the
development of programmes in the budget despite the difficult financial
situation, which conflicted with the need for better meteorological services
and strengthened international co-operation. In such circumstances, zero real
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growth of WMO's budget was both reasonable and appropriate, but some
adjustments could be made in order better to reflect the needs of developing
countries.
The delegate of ICAO referred to the
aeronautical meteorology
programme and indicated that his organization was very pleased with WMO's
efforts in that field.
He emphasized, however, that duplication of effort
should be avoided, especially with respect to the preparation of manuals and
guides. The efforts of WMO and ICAO should be complementary in that regard.
The delegate of Guinea accepted the need for zero real growth, but
drew the attention of Congress to proposals which were of particular interest
to developing countries.
Firstly, the World Weather Watch merited due
consideration, particularly in Region I, where the efficiency of that
Programme had declined.
Secondly, the World Climate,
Applications of
Meteorology and Operational Hydrology Programmes were of vital importance. It
was because of the real impact of these programmes on the economies of
developing countries that Governments gave more weight and consideration to
their national Meteorological Services. Thirdly, although the development of
national
Meteorological
Services
was
primarily
the
responsibility of
Governments, the Secretary-General should be able to intervene in cases of
specific
emergencies
affecting
the
functioning
of
national technical
programmes. He supported the strengthening of the Regional Office in Region I
and called on Congress to enhance technical co-operation among developing
countries; some African countries had highly trained specialists whose skills
were badly needed elsewhere on the continent.
In that regard, the
establishment of ACMAD was a step in the right direction.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia spoke of the economic problems affecting
many developing countries and the difficulties of providing funds to upgrade
the capabilities of Meteorological Services. In his opinion, the WWW, WCP and
ETR Programmes were the pivotal points of all the activities of WMO.
Comprehensive networks which were fully equipped to undertake all operations
and to exchange data among centres were needed. It would, therefore, be
necessary to allocate expenditures under the budget in an appropriate way.
The Financial Advisory Committee would be paying attention to those matters.

The delegate of New Zealand pointed out that, in practical terms, in
his case the zero-real-growth principle represented a reduction of five
per cent in staff and more than ten per cent in operating costs.
New
Zealand's contribution to WMO came from the Meteorological Service's own
budget; a 35 per cent increase in dollars represented a substantial amount
which would be found somehow and which he did not begrudge
but the right
strategy to tackle the problem was needed.
In the use of funds, the
objectives of the Organization, as set out in Article 2 of the Convention,
should not be forgotten. He felt that it was perhaps best to prepare a budget
on the basis of the least favourable economic scenario. That would allow for
upward mobility; a budget based on a favourable scenario inevitably led to
cuts.

An "upward ll approach rather than a "downward" one, together with a very

clear indication of the essential work to be done, would make the work of the
Secretariat and the Executive Council much easier.
The
deleqate
of
Mauritius
observed
that,
with
a
budget of
US $112 000 000, his country could just afford to remain a Member.
Members
were being asked to contribute to certain programmes and projects such as
drought-monitoring centres, ACMAD, satellites, drifting buoys, etc., to the
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extent that meteorology was becoming too expensive for small countries.
He
pointed out the value of project No. 3002 and the need for cost-benefit
assessments of meteorological services in order to convince Governments to
continue supporting national as well as WMO activities.
It was beyond the
means of Mauritius to contribute to WMO and all the other programmes as well.
Congress sessions were too long and expensive and a shorter session would mean

great financial savings.
The delegate of Finland declared that a budget based on the zeroreal-growth principle had to be accepted in the prevailing economic climate.
There had been a failure to convince Governments of the importance of
meteorology and operational hydrology in improving national economies and
human well-being and therefore of the justification of providing additional
support to WMO.
He supported most of the proposals contained in the
documentation for more rational financial practices and considered that the
distribution of surplus should be revised to exclude unpaid contributions.
The Swiss franc rather than the US dollar should be the Organization's unit of
currency.
In his opinion, the introduction of two biennial budgets within
each four-year financial period would reduce the work of both the Executive
Council and the Secretariat. More attention could then be given to monitoring
the implementation of the Organization's programmes.
He expressed his
satisfaction at the establishment of the Financial Advisory Committee. Global
and regional priorities should be identified and concentrated upon. That was
preferable to implementing too many projects without being able to provide
adequate support. If necessary, it was better to delay a project.
The deleqate of Niqeria expressed his support for the zero-realgrowth principle.
Al though the various programmes would be examined more
closely by the committees, he wished to draw attention to Figures 1 and 2 in
Doc. 3.
He felt there was an anomaly in that the important scientific and
technical programmes were allocated 51 per cent of the budget, each programme
having between one and ten per cent of the total, while administration,
supporting services, publications and technical co-operation received 49 per
cent. Whilst not wishing to underestimate the importance of the latter, there
was, nonetheless, a certain imbalance and adjustments should be made by the
committees.
He agreed that contributions should be paid in Swiss francs and
not US dollars.

The deleqate of Brazil said that regional priorities should be kept in
mind.
For a number of countries, including Brazil, the contribution to WMO
represented a part of their balance-of-payment difficulties and their delay in
paying compounded the financial problems of WMO. He expressed his firm belief
that, despite those problems, WMO would continue to support Meteorological and
Hydrological Services.
He appealed to the Financial Advisory Committee to
limit any increase in contributions.
The delegate of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic supported the
principle of zero real growth.
Any increase in the budget would have to be
very well argued and should not be for additional posts and offices.
Questions pertaining to the environment - land, air and marine pollution should receive more attention in the documentation than was the case at
present, as pollution was increasing in gravity.
The "d",e"l",e",g",a",t",e,---",o"f,---M=a"l",a-"w=.i declared that, over the past ten years of
relative prosperity, he had witnessed an increase in WMO's applications
activities which, he considered, could be easily and competently carried out
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by other qualified specialized agencies.
In that way, WMO would be able to
concentrate on its own real priorities and would make substantial savings.
The delegate of Venezuela said that the link between the SLTP and the
budget was very important and he had observed that a large part of the work
involved in the Plan fell to the countries themselves.
It was not to be
forgotten that the difference in technological capabilities between developed
and developing countries was enormous and that developing countries therefore
had many problems.
The success of the SLTP would largely rest with each
country.
He appealed to UNDP and other bodies to give priority to national
and regional projects in support of the SLTP.
The means of disseminating
information from WMO to the Governments of developing countries should be made
more efficient than at present.
The delegate of Iraq suggested that one way of solving the current
financial problem would be for Members to make their contributions in their
own currency through UNDP. In that way there would be no delay in paying. He
stressed the importance of the Education and Training Programme for keeping
developing countries abreast of technological advances.
The President expressed his confidence that Congress would elaborate
an appropriate and practical programme and budget for the coming financial
period.

15.

Consideration of the first report on credentials (Agenda item 1.5)
(Cg-X/PINK 1)

The chairman of the Credentials Committee
contained in Document Cg-X/PINK 1.
He requested
paragraphs 1-5 and take note of paragraphs 6 and 7.
The first
was adopted.

presented the report
that Congress approve

report on credentials, contained in Document Cg-X/PINK 1,

The session rose at 10.40 a.m.

MINUT.ES OF THE SIXTH PLENARY MEETING
15 May 1987 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 2.40 p.m.

16.

Tribute to the memory of Professor K. Stantchev (Bulgaria)

The President announced that news had just been received of the death
of Professor K. Stantchev, former Director of the Hydrometeorological Service
of Bulgaria and Permanent Representative of Bulgaria with WMO from 1965 to
1982. He reminded Congress that Professor Stantchev, who had also served as
Vice-President of Regional Association VI, had contributed greatly to
international co-operation in meteorology over the years.
One minute's silence was observed in tribute to Professor Stantchev.
The First Vice-President proposed that a telegram of sympathy be sent
to Professor Stantchev' s family on behalf of Congress.
It was so agreed.

17.

Second report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.5)
(Cg-X/PINK 5)

The chairman of the Credentials Committee introduced the second report
and stated that the credentials of the delegations of Ecuador, Gambia, Liberia
and Trinidad had also been found in order and that these countries should be
added to the list in paragraph 1 of Document Cg-XfPINK 5.
The delegate of the USA requested that it be recorded in the minutes
that his delegation associated itself with the views expressed by the
delegation of Pakistan (ref. paragraph 6 of the first report of the
Credentials Committee, Document Cg-X/PINK 1) regarding the credentials of
Afghanistan.
ThE deleqate of the USSR wiShed to place on record his delegation's
support of the text of paragraph 3 of Document Cg-X/PINK 5 regarding the
position of the delegation of Afghanistan.
The delegate of Afghanistan stated that his country was fully
responsible for conducting its international relations and was represented in
all UN organizations.
The President said that the above statements would be recorded in the
minutes.
The second report of the Credentials Committee, contained in Document
Cg-X/PINK 5, was approved.
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Financial matters (Agenda item 9.2) (Cg-X/PINK 2 and PINK 2, REV.l)

The President introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 2 and its revised
appendix, dealing with the establishment of a Financial Advisory Committee.
The delegate of Mexico considered that Document Cg-X/PINK 2 did not
convey fully the views expressed in earlier discussion of the subject,
particularly those of his own delegation, concerning the expansion of
representation of developing countries on the proposed committee.
He
suggested that the draft text for inclusion in the general summary (in
Appendix A) should reflect the discussion in more detail.
The President explained that an account of the discussion in the
earlier plenary meeting was given in the minutes of that meeting and that the
point was thus covered.
The delegate of Mexico withdrew his proposal.
The delegate of the USSR pointed out that Japan had been omitted in
the Russian version of the list of countries under FURTHER DECIDES of draft
Resolution 9.2/2 (Cg-X) in Appendix B.
The President assured him that the omission would be rectified.
Draft Resolution 9.212 (Cg-X) and its annex, contained in Appendix B
to Document Cg-X/PINK 2, were adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the qeneral summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 2, was approved.
19.

contained in

Appointment of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 11.3) (Cg-X/PINK 4)

The chairman of the Nomination Committee introduced Document
Cg-X/PINK 4, in which the name of Mr G.O.P. Obasi was submitted for the post
of Secretary-General.
The delegate of the USSR, stating that the Secretary-General had
fulfilled his functions in an outstanding manner since his appointment four
years previously, supported his reappointment.
The delegate of Australia endorsed the comments of the delegate of the
USSR.
The delegate of India also expressed his wholehearted support of the
proposal submitted by the Nomination Committee.
The President, having ascertained that Congress wished to make no
further nominations and that agreement on the proposal of the Nomination
Committee was unanimous, declared that the Secretary-General would be
reappointed to office as of 1 January 1988.
He added that the previous
session of the Executive Council had also been unanimous in its support of
Mr Obasi' s candidature and warmly congratulated the Secretary-General on his
reappointment, which he considered to be a wise decision on the part of
Congress.
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The Secretary--General thanked the delegates and the governments they
represented for their renewed confidence in him. He told Congress that he was
deeply touched at being re-appointed to the immensely responsible position of
Secretary--General and that, in continuing to serve in that office, he would
endeavour to ensure the continuation of efficient and dedicated service to all
Members.
The renewal of confidence expressed in himself applied equally to the
Secretariat which, despite its staff composition of different cultures and
creeds, worked harmoniously and exemplified the international co-operation on
a daily basis which was the basic strength of the Organization.
He acknowledged the work of his distinguished predecessors, Messrs.
Swoboda, Davies and Wiin-Nielsen, who had built up the Secretariat to the
level he had inherited. The spirit of devotion to duty cultivated under their
leadership remained constant.
He informed Congress of the recent or impending retirement of three
N~mec (Director, HWR) and
Smith (Deputy Secretary--General), whom he thanked for their services to the
Secretariat.
Mr Smith's splendid administrative skills in particular had
greatly contributed to the smooth running of the present Congress.

senior staff members, Messrs Weiss (Director, WWW),

He expressed his gratitude to the Bureau and the Executive Council for
their guidance and to the regional associations and the technical commissions
for their support.
A special tribute was due to
source of wisdom and whose experience
for the incumbent of that office.
President's warm style of leadership
closely with him.

the
and
He
and

President, who had been a constant
counsel were impeccable attributes
was specially appreciative of the
truly gratified to have worked so

It had been a rewarding experience to be closely associated with
Members and his many official visits to them had resulted in frank discussions
and a strengthening of the international community. Through them he had been
provided with opportunities to become aware of their circumstances, goals and
aspirations.
He sincerely thanked all Members for the kindness and courtesy
with which he had been received in all parts of the world.
The Secretary--General said that, despite the zero-growth budget. he
felt enthusiastic for the future;
there were new challenges to be met and
opportunities to be seized during the coming financial period.
He looked forward to being of further service to WMO and helping
ensure the continuation and application· of its activities and so to contribute
to the further social and economic development of the people of the world.
Through the WMO Programmes, he felt able to serve. the cause of
humanity and so improve international understanding, leading to harmony among
nations and lasting peace.

Finally the Secretary--General committed himself once again to the
ideals of WMO and concluded by quoting from his oath of allegiance to the
Organization.
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The delegates of Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahamas, Bangladesh,
Botswana, British Caribbean Territories, Brunei Darussalam, Burma, Canada,
Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Dominica, Ethiopia,
Gambia, Ghana, Honduras, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Italy,
Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, New Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sinqapore, Spain, Sudan, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia,
Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic
of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Viet Nam, Zimbabwe and the
representatives of UNDP, lCAO, IOC and ASECNA pledged their continued support
and co-operation.
They praised the Secretary-General on his tactful, able, even-handed
and clear-sighted leadership. They spoke at length on his personal attributes
of wisdom, sense of justice and devotion to the functions of his position and
to the meteorological community as a whole. It was felt that his exceptional
qualities as both an administrator and a scientist, as well as his optimistic
and humane approach, would go far towards resolving contemporary problems,
especially those of the developing countries.
The delegates of several African and other developing countries spoke
of their pleasure and pride that a representative of the third world had
proved so worthy of the Organization's confidence and trust.
The President expressed the congratulations of all delegates to whom,
owing to the lateness of the hour, he was unable to give the floor .
.The meeting rose at 4.20 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
19 May 1987 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.
20.

Third report of the Credentials Conunittee (Agenda item 1.5)
(Cg-X/PINK 11)

The third report of the Credentials Conunittee as contained in Document
Cg-X/PINK 11 was presented by its chairman, who proposed that the list of
countries (Maldives, Paraguay, Swaziland) contained in paragraph 2 be added to
the list in paragraph 1 of Document Cg-X/PINK 5.
It was so decided.
21.

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Organization
(Agenda item 11.1) (Cg-X/PINKs 8 and 9)

21.1
The President cited the sections of the
pertained to procedures for elections in Congress.

Basic

Documents

which

The Secretary-General read out the texts of the relevant sections.
The chairman of the Nomination Conunittee presented Document Cg-X/
PINK 8, in. which the name of Mr Zou Jingmeng was submitted for the office
of President.
The President inquired whether there were any other nominations.
There being none, Mr Zou Jinqmeng (China) was declared President of
the Organization for the four-year period beginning at the end of Tenth
Congress.
Mr Zou thanked Congress for the honour bestowed upon him and, through
him, on China and the Chinese people. He said that, since its establishment,
WMO had been very effective in promoting international co-operation and
raising the level of meteorology, thereby contributing to socio-economic
development.
Its high reputation was well deserved.
Quoting a Chinese
saying, "to lead is to serve", he assured Congress that, in co-operation with
all concerned, he would strive to carryon the traditions and further the
goals of WMO. The theme of World Meteorological Day had been "Meteorology - a
of international co-operation",
reflecting the spirit of the
model
Organization, and he expressed his eagerness to encourage and promote that
spirit.
Praising Mr Kintanar's eight years of outstanding and valuable
service as President of WMO, Mr Zou said his leadership would be based on the
collective wisdom of his predecessor, his colleagues from many countries and
the Secretariat. In that way, he was confident that the Organization would be
able to surmount its financial and other difficulties and would continue
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successfully to promote the development of international meteorology for the
common benefit of all peoples.
H.E. Ambassador Qian Jiadonq (China), on behalf of the Chinese
Government, extended his warmest congratulations to Mr Zou, whose election was
also an honour for China and the Chinese people.
He affirmed that his
Government would strongly support Mr Zou in executing his mandate.
Meteorology had a very high socio-economic value, influencing all
areas of the national economy and the lives and property of the people. China
had therefore always attached great importance to developing meteorology
within its national plans for socio-economic development.
His Government
placed great emphasis on and actively supported international co-operation to
that end.
In February 1985, at the eleventh Bureau Meeting, the Premier of
China had expressed appreciation of WMO's activities. The Organization had
accomplished a great deal of useful work, in particular assisting developing
countries to modernize their meteorological operations. On that occasion, the
Premier had pledged China's continued support.
Ambassador Qian reiterated that pledge to Congress and wished WMO new
successes.

The following delegates took the floor to express their warmest
congratulations to Mr Zou on his election: Afghanistan; Algeria; Australia;
Bangladesh; Botswana; British Caribbean Territories; Brunei Darussalam;
Bulgaria; Burma; Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic; Colombia; Costa Rica;
Cote d I Ivoire; Cuba;

Czechoslovakia;

Democratic

People I s

Republic

of

Korea;

Democratic Yemen; Dominica; ~; Ethiopia; Fiji; German Democratic Republic;
Germany, Federal Republic of; India; Iran, Islamic Republic of; Iraq; Jamaica;
Japan; Kenya; Libyan Arab Jamahiriya; Maldives, Mexico; Mongolia; Morocco;
Nepal; Netherlands; New Zealand; Niqeria; Pakistan; Panama; Peru; Poland;
Portugal; Qatar; Saudi Arabia; Senegal; Spain; Sudan; Syrian Arab Republic;
Thailand; Togo; Tunisia; Turkey; United Kingdom; United Republic of Tanzania;
Uruguay; Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; United States; Venezuela; Viet
Nam; Zimbabwe.
The observers of ASECNA and lCAO also took the floor to congratulate
the newly elected President.
The President offered his personal congratulations to Mr Zou and
referred to the Chinese Meteorological Service's rapid growth and its
successful applications to development.
21.2
The chairman of the Nomination Committee presented Document Cg-X/
PINK 9, in which the committee had submitted the names of Messrs Izrael and
Zillman for the office of First Vice-President and those of Messrs Alaimo and
Houghton respectively for the offices of Second and Third Vice-Presidents.
The President, in the absence of additional nominations from the floor
for the post of First Vice-President, called for the election to proceed. At
the invitation of the President, the representatives of Mongolia and Singapore
acted as tellers.
A vote was taken by secret ballot.
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The President announced the results of the election as follows:
Number required for quorum:
Number of States Members present:
Number of States Members present and eligible to vote:
Number of invalid ballots:
Number of abstentions:
Number of valid ballots:
Required majority:
Number of votes obtained:
Mr Yu. A. Izrad (USSR):
Mr J. Zillman (Australia):

7B
122
lIB
0

o
11B
60

44
74

Mr Zillman was declared First Vice-President of the Organization.
The President inquired whether there were any other nominations for
the post of Second Vice-President.
There being no other nomination, Mr S. Alaimo (Argentina) was declared
Second Vice-President of the Organization.
The President inquired whether there were any other nominations for
the post of Third Vice-President.
There being no- other nomination, Mr J. T. Houqhton (United Kingdom) was

declared Third Vice-President of the Organization.
In accordance with Regulation 60, the President instructed the tellers
to destroy the ballots.
Mr Zillman expressed his gratitude to Congress for his election and
his appreciation of Mr Izrael' s goodwill. He said that he would do his best
to support Mr Zou in the coming four years.
Mr Alaimo recalled that, when he had been appointed a member of the
Executive Council by Ninth Congress, he had felt that he had indeed reached
the peak of his career in meteorology and government service. He went on to
express his· satisfaction and gratitude for his new elevation to an even higher
position, and assured Congress that he would endeavour to serve all of the
Members, not forgetting, however, that he had attained his position through
the support of the developing countries. Mr Alaimo then praised the outgoing
Bureau members for their outstanding contributions to WMO, and thanked the
Secretary-General and his staff for their most generous assistance during the
previous four years.
In his closing remarks, Mr Alaimo wholeheartedly
congratulated Mr Zou, Mr Zillman and Mr Houghton on their election, and
expressed his appreciation to such distinguished friends and colleagues.
Mr Houghton, in expressing his thanks to Congress, noted that
meteorological science and technology were advancing rapidly. WMO had to keep
up with that progress and had to ensure that resources were used for the
purposes for which they were intended.
Challenges which had to be faced
included how to cope with the effects of climatic change, how to further
international co-operation and how to ensure the expansion of the applications
of meteorological science.
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The delegates of India and China took the floor to congratulate the
newly elected officials of the Organization.
The President proposed that Congress should associate itself with the
remarks of those two delegates.
The meeting rose at 12.45 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH PLENARY MEETING
21 May 1987 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.35 a.m.
22.

Fourth report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.5)
(Cg-X/PINK 15)

The fourth report of the Credentials Committee as contained in
Document Cg-X/PINK 15 was presented by its chairman, who proposed that the
credentials of Guinea-Bissau should be added to the list in paragraph 1 of
Document Cg-X/PINK 5. He also informed Congress that the credentials of Oman
had also been found to be in order and proposed that Oman should be included
in the list of delegates.
It was so agreed.
23.

Approval of the minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (Cg-X/MIN. 1 and MIN. 5)

The President invited comments· on Documents Cg-X/MIN. 1 and MIN. 5.
He assured the delegates that the corrections submitted in writing which did
not already appear in the document would be included in the approved version.
There being no further corrections, the provisional minutes of the
first and fifth plenary meetings, contained in Documents Cg-X/MIN. 1 and
MIN. 5 respectively, were approved.
24.

Election of members of the Executive Council (Agenda item 11.2)
(Cg-X/PINK 14)

The President cited the relevant sections of the Basic Documents which
. pertained to the election to the Executive Council of members who were not
ex officio members.
The Secretary-General read out the texts of the relevant sections.
The
chairman of the
Nomination Committee
presented
Document
14, containing the names of 31 nominees for the 26 places to be
filled on the Executive Council.

Cg~X/PINK

In reply to an inquiry by the President, no further nominations were
made from the floor.
The President reminded Congress that, according to Article 13 (c) (ii)
of the WMO Convention, each Region had the right to a minimum of three seats
on the Council. Following the election of the President and Vice-Presidents,
the number of available places per Region for the first election under
Regulation 83(a) was as follows:
Region I - two places; Region II - one
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place; Region III - one place; Region IV - two places; Region V - one place;
Region VI
one place.
He called upon the presidents of the regional
associations to make nominations.
The president of RA V proposed that the seat available for his Region
should be given to Mr R.L. Kintanar (Philippines), in recognition of his long
and distinguished service to the Organization.
Mr Kintanar was elected to the Executive Council.
The
president
of
Mr K. Mostefa-Kara (Algeria).

RIll

nominated

Mr A.L. Alusa (Kenya)

and

The delegate of Lesotho seconded those nominations.
Messrs. Alusa and Mostefa-Kara were elected to the Executive Council.
The president of RA II presented the name of Mr R.M. Romaih (Saudi
Arabia) •
The delegates of India and Pakistan seconded that nomination.
Mr Romaih was elected to the Executive Council.
The president of RA III nominated Mr A.D. Moura (Brazil).
The delegate of Uruguay seconded that nomination.
Mr Moura was elected to the Executive Council.
The president of RA IV presented the names of Messrs R.E.
(USA) and H.L. Ferguson (Canada).

Hallgren

The delegate of Barbados seconded those nominations.
Messrs Hallgren and Ferguson were elected to the Executive Council.
The president of RA VI presented the name of Mr YU.A. Izrael (USSR).
The delegate of Bulgaria seconded that nomination.
Mr YU.A. Izrael was elected to the Executive Council.
The President declared that there remained 23 candidates to fill 18
vacancies and that Congress would proceed to vote.
He said that. as the
statutory minimum of three seats per Region had been filled and bearing in
mind that the maximum number of seats per Region was nine, the remalnlng
allowable number of seats per Region was as follCl's: Region I - six seats;
Region II - four seats; Region III ..- one seat; Region IV
four seats;
Region V - no seats; Region VI - six seats. Only those names appearing on the
approved list should appear on any ballot. Any ballot with more than 18 names
He proposed that the representatives of Switzerland and
would be invalid.
Tunisia, assisted by the representatives of Bahamas and Brunei Darussalam,
should act as tellers.
A vote was taken by secret ballot.
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The President announced the results of the election as follows:
Number reguired for guorum:
Number of Member States 2resent:
Number of Member States 2resent and eligible to vote:
Number of invalid ballots:
Number of abstentions:
Number of valid ballots:
Reguired majority:

78

126
122
12

o

110
56

Number of votes obtained:
R.P. Sarker (Region II)
Y. Kikuchi (Region II)
S. Palmieri (Region VI)
C.A. Grezzi (Region III)
D.M. Bautista Perez (Region VI)
A. Lebeau (Region VI)
H. Reiser (Region VI)
V. Richter (Region VI)
A.I. Abandah (Region VI)
M. Boulama (Region I)
F.M.Q. Malik (Region II)
S.E. Tandoh (Region I)
C. Candanedo (Region IV)
E. Zarate Hernandez (Region IV)
P. Toubbe (Region I)
M.C. Zinyowera (Region I)
L.-K. Ahialegbedzi (Region I)
A.M. EI-Masry (Region I)
E. Kayengeyenge (Region I)
U.B. Lifiga (Region I)
S.P. Adhikary (Region II)
S. Yoshioka Takahashi (Region IV)
J. Gonzalez Montoto (Region IV)

103
96
95
93
92

92
92
84

82
79
78
78
74
73
72
69

64
64
64
52
43

41
33

The President noted that three candidates, all of whom were
Region I, had tied for the last two seats with 64 votes each; Congress
therefore have to proceed to a further ballot. Given the lateness of the
he proposed that another plenary be convened in the afternoon to deal
that matter.
The meeting rose at 1.30 2.m.

from
would
hour,
with

MINUTES OF THE NINTH PLENARY MEETING
21 May 1987 at 3 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.

25.

Report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.5) (continued)

The chairman of the Credentials Committee announced
credentials of Bahrain had been examined and found in order.
The President
voting Members.

said that Bahrain could be

included

that

in the

the

list of

It was so agreed.

26.

Election of members of the Executive Council (Cg-X/PINK 14) (continued)

The President explained that only 16 of the 18 vacant seats had been
filled at the preceding meeting, and, in accordance with the rules, a further
vote would be taken to decide which two of the three candidates who had
obtained 64 votes in the earlier ballot would complete the composition of the
Executive
Council.
The three candidates were Mr Ahialegbedzi
(Togo),
Mr El-Masry (Egypt) and Mr Kayengeyenge (Burundi).
To avoid the invalidation of voting slips, the President reminded
delegates of the correct voting procedure. At his invitation, the delegates
of Belgium and Honduras acted as tellers.
A vote was taken by secret ballot.
The President announced the results of the election as follows:
Number required for quorum:
Number of Member States present:
Number of Member States present and eligible to vote:
Number of invalid ballots:
Number of abstentions
Number of valid ballots:
Required majority:

78
118
116
0
1
115
58

Number of votes obtained:
Mr E1-Masry
Mr Ahialegbedzi
Mr Kayengeyenge

81
66
51

Having
obtained
the
required
majority,
Messrs
El-Masry
and
Ahialegbedzi were declared elected members of the Executive Council for the
tenth financial period, together with those members elected at the precedinq
plenary meeting.
The final list of elected members of the Executive Council
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was thus:
Messrs Abandah (Jordan), Ahialegbedzi (Toqo), Alusa (Kenya),
Bautista Perez (Spain), Boulama (Niger), Miss Candanedo (Panama), Messrs
El-Masry (Egypt), Ferguson (Canada), Grezzi (Uruguay), Hallgren (USA), Izrael
(USSR), Kikuchi (Japan), Kintanar (Philippines), Lebeau (France), Malik
(Pakistan), Mostefa-Kara (Algeria), Moura (Brazil), Palmieri (Italy), Reiser
(Germany, Federal Republic of), Richter (Czechoslovakia), Romaih (Saudi
Arabia), Sarker (India), Tandoh (Ghana), Toubbe (Cameroon), Zarate Hernandez
(Costa Rica) and Zinyowera (Zimbabwe).
Messrs Abandah (Jordan), Ahialegbedzi (Togo), Alusa (Kenya), Bautista
Perez (Spain), Boulama (Niger), Miss Candanedo (Panama), Messrs El-Masry
(Egypt), Ferguson (Canada), Grezzi (Uruguay), Hallgren (USA), Kikuchi (Japan),
Lebeau (France), Malik (Pakistan), Mostefa-Kara (Algeria), Moura (Brazil),
Palmieri (Italy), Richter (Czechoslovakia), Romaih (Saudi Arabia), Sarker
(India), Tandoh (Ghana), Toubbe (Cameroon), Zarate Hernandez (Costa Rica) and
Zinyowera (Zimbabwe) expressed their pride and pleasure at their election,
thanked those who had elected them, congratulated their fellow members and
promised to participate actively on the Council to promote the work of the
Organization.
The delegates of Australia, Botswana, British Caribbean Territories,
Dominica and Paraquay congratulated the members of the Executive Council on
their election and assured them of their confidence and support.
The delegates of British Caribbean Territories, Costa Rica, Dominica,
India and Pakistan particularly congratulated Miss Candanedo (Panama) on being
the first woman to be elected to the Executive Council.
Miss Candanedo (Panama) expressed her gratitude at being elected and
to those who had welcomed her to the Executive Council. She pledged herself
to the promotion of meteorology and hydrology and conveyed her best wishes to
her fellow members on the Council.
The President, speaking for those who had not been able to take the
floor, thanked Congress for the confidence placed in the Council, which would
make every effort to promote the work of the Organization in the service of
the peoples of the world. He also thanked those who had not been elected and
those responsible for the rapid execution of the elections.
The deleqate of Ethiopia, as chairman of the Nomination Committee,
expressed his appreciation of the work of that committee, which had enabled
agenda item 11.2 to be completed very smoothly. Thanks were also due to the
Deputy Secretary-General for his assistance.
The meeting rose at 4.55 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE TENTH PLENARY MEETING
25 May 1987 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.
Announcement
The President stated that Congress should confine its attention to the
substantive work carried out by the conunittees, leaving the Secretariat to
deal with any editorial matters of a non-substantive nature. He stressed that
delegates should refrain from introducing any time-consuming extraneous
matter. If Congress accomplished its work expeditiously, it might be possible
to finish one day earlier than planned.

27.

Report of the Credentials Conunittee (Agenda item 1.5)
The President said that he had been informed by the vice-chairman of
the Credentials Conunittee that there was nothing to report.
No action was
therefore required on the part of Congress.

28.

Approval of the minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (Cg-X/MIN. 2)

The President asked whether any delegates wished to have corrections
made to the provisional minutes of the second plenary meeting. He noted that
delegates had the right to correct their own statements.
The delegate of Botswana said that he would submit a correction to the
Secretariat concerning page 11.
The delegate of India said that he had already handed in two small
corrections to page 7.
The delegate of Ethiopia said that some correction to page 9 would be
submitted in writing.
The provisional minutes of the second plenary meeting,
Document Cg-X/MIN. 2, as amended, were approved.

29.

contained in

Organization of the session (Agenda item 1) (Cg-X/PINK 3)

The President introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 3 and reconunended the text
contained in its appendix for approval.
The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 3, was approved without conunent.
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30.
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Hydrology and Water Resources Programme (Agenda item 3.5) (Cg-X/PINK 6)
The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 6.

The proposed amendments to the draft Second WMO Long-term Plan,
contained in Appendix C to Document Cg-X/PINK 6, were approved without comment.
The delegate of Jordan said that all abbreviations, such as IAEA,
should be given in full the first time they appeared in a draft resolution.
It was so agreed.
Draft Resolution 3.511 (Cg-X), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-X/PINK 6, as amended, was adopted.
The delegate of Colombia pointed out that the term "methodological
advice II in paragraph 3.5.1.10 in Appendix A to the document had been
incorrectly rendered in the Spanish text as "meteorological".
The President said that the Spanish text would be amended.
The draft text for inclusion in the general
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 6, was approved.
31.

summary,

contained in

Text-processing and computer support (Agenda item 5.3) (Cg-X/PINK 7)

The chairman of Committee A, introducing Document Cg-X/PINK 7, said
that Committee A had discussed text-processing and computer support and had
recommended that the text in the appendix be included in the general summary.
He drew attention to the emphasis placed on the system of transfer of
information within the Secretariat, and between the Secretariat and Members,
which was of great importance and demanded attention.
The draft text for inclusion in the qeneral summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 7, was approved without comment.
32.

Appointment of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 11.3) (Cg-X/PINK 10)

The President introduced Document Cg-X/PINK la, noting that
appendix referred to the continued appointment of Mr Obasi as
Secretary-General of the Organization.

its
the

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK la, was approved without comment.
33.

Tropical Cyclone Programme (Agenda item 3.1.7) (Cg-X/PINK 12); and
Instruments and Methods of Observation Programme (Agenda item 3.1.8)
(Cg-X/PINK 12)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-X/PINK 12, noted
that it dealt with both the Tropical Cyclone Programme and the Instruments and
Methods of Observation Programme. It contained draft resolutions on these two
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subjects in Appendices Band C, respectively, as well as a draft text for
inclusion in the general swrunary, in Appendix A.
Committee B had discussed
all these texts and had recommended them for adoption or approval by Congress.
Draft Resolution 3.1.8/1(Cq-X), contained in Appendix C to Document
Cg-X/PINK 12, was adopted without comment.
The delegate of Hong Kong said that i t was important to mitigate
cyclone damage by mobilizing local communities, in addition to providing
warnings.
He therefore suggested inserting the phrase "and the organization
of proper community response" at the end of paragraph REQUESTS (3) of draft
Resolution 3.1.7/1(Cg-X) contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-X/PINK 12.
The President said that this would be a useful addition.
The chairman of Committee B thought that Committee B would not have
objected to such a suggestion.
The amendment was adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.1. 7/l(Cg-X), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-X/PINK 12, as amended, was adopted.
The delegate of Australia said that, in paragraph 3.1. 7.1 of APpendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 12, the term "comprehensive programme" had
been used instead of the phrase discussed in Committee B: "total systems
approach".
He felt that the former term did not accurately reflect the
meaning of the latter term and suggested that the wording "concern with all
aspects of the disaster mitigation process" be used instead.
The chairman of Committee B said that that suggestion was acceptable.
The draft text for inclusion in the general swrunary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 12, as amended, was approved.

34.

contained in

WMO satellite activities (Agenda item 3.1.9) (Cg-X/PINK 13)
The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 13.

Draft Resolution 3.1. 911 (Cg-X), contained
Cg-X/PINK 13, was adopted without comment.

in Appendix B to Document

The delegate of Australia said that WMO satellite activities should be
clearly linked with the World Weather Watch (WWW) and he therefore suggested
that the first sentence of paragraph 3.1. 9.1 of Appendix A be redrafted as
follows:
"Congress expressed its deep appreciation to the Members actively
engaged in operational satellite programmes which provide an essential
component of the World Weather Watch and also support WMO's other scientific
and technical programmes".
The chairman of Committee B said
acceptable.
The amendment was adopted.

that

the

proposed

amendment

was
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The delegate of Costa Rica pointed out an error in
3.1.9.2 (d), noting that the final term should be "76°E longitude".

paragraph

The amendment was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 13, as amended, was approved.
35.

contained in

World Weather Watch Programme (Agenda items 3.1.0 - 3.1.6)
(Cg-X/PINK 16)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-X/PINK 16, said
that the World Weather Watch Programme had been discussed at length.
Draft Resolutions 3.l/l(Cg-X), 3. 1/2 (Cg-X) and 3.l/3(Cg-X), contained
in Appendices B, C and D, respectively, to Document Cg-X/PINK 16, were adopted
without comment.
The delegate of Italy said that. in view of the importance of WWW,
paragraph 3.1. 5.1 should be split into two paragraphs, new paragraph 3.1. 5.2
starting with the words:
"Congress stressed the importance of the timely
availability at all WWW centres
"
It was so agreed.
The
misleading.
availabili ty
reports, was
in the first

delegate of Saudi Arabia said that paragraph 3.1.4.5 was
In the Middle Eastern, Asian and African regions,
the
not only of SYNOP reports, but also of TEMP, SHIP and AIREP
decreasing. He therefore proposed that such reports be mentioned
sentence of the paragraph.

The chairman of Committee B said that the question had been discussed
at length in Committee B and that the delegates of Saudi Arabia and Jordan had
eventually accepted the text at present before Congress.
The proposed
addition to the first sentence of paragraph.3.1.4.5 would be in contradiction
to the last sentence of that paragraph.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia stressed the importance of the amendment
that he had proposed in view of the necessity of obtaining data.
The chairman of Committee B suggested rephrasing the last sentence of
paragraph 3.1. 4.5 to read:
"However, it was noted in general that the
availability of TEMP, SHIP and AIREP reports had steadily increased since
1983."
The delegate of Saudi Arabia considered that amendment acceptable as
long as his original proposal was also maintained.
The delegate of Algeria suggested that the last sentence of paragraph
3.1. 4.5 be redrafted along the following lines: "However, it was noted that,
although remaining insufficient. the availability of TEMP, SHIP and AIREP
reports had steadily increased since 1983".
The President said that, as all concerns had been clearly expressed,
it could be left to the Secretariat to find appropriate wording.
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It was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 16, as amended, together with its annex and
the attachment thereto, was approved.

36.

World Climate Impact Studies Programme (Agenda item 3.2.3)
(Cg-X/PINK 17)
The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 17.

The delegate of the German Democratic Republic said that the second
sentence of paragraph 3.2.3.4 of Appendix A gave the impression that no
further research was needed.
That was not the case.
Questions still
remained, for example, concerning the Antarctic ozone hole.
He therefore
suggested adding the phrase, "although additional research is needed to
overcome remaining uncertainties", at the end of the second sentence.
The chairman of Committee B said that the second sentence of paragraph 3.2.3.4 dealt with a specific programme involving a fleet of highflying aircraft.
It had not been intended to address risks to the ozone
layer and the problems of greenhouse gases in general.
The delegate of the German Democratic Republic said that either the
restricted nature of the programme should be made clear or mention should be
made of the need for further research.
The President said that it could be left to the Secretariat to ensure
that the text was clear.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of the United States of America said that the term
"chlorofluorocarbon emissions" in paragraph
3.2.3.2 should read "chlorofluorocarbon production".
It was so agreed.
The President noted that the term
paragraph 3.2.3.2 should read "CFC reduction".

"CFC

emission

reduction"

in

It was so agreed.
The delegate of Italy suggested that more suitable wording be found
for the phrase "would also contribute to the amelioration of climate change"
in paragraph 3.2.3.2.
The President said that this could be left to the Secretariat.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics said that
representatives of countries other than the United States of America had also
noted their countries' willingness to offer advice in national climate
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programme development.
reflect that fact.

He suggested that paragraph 3.2.3.5

be

amended

to

It was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 17, as amended, was approved.

contained in

The proposed amendments to the draft Second WMO Long-term Plan,
contained in Appendix B to Document Cg XI PINK 17, were adopted without comment.
37.

World Climate Research Programme (Agenda item 3.2.4) (Cg-X/PINK 18)
The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 18.

Draft Resolution 3.2.4/2 (Cg-X) , contained in ApEendix C to Document
Cg-X/PINK 18, was adopted without comment.
Draft Resolution 3.2.4/1 (Cg-X) , contained in AEEendix B to Document
Cg-X/PINK 18, was adoEted without comment.
The deleqate of Jordan declared that, in paragraph 3.2.4.2 of
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 18, the use of the personal pronoun "he in
lines 5 and 8 should be avoided. The representative of ICSU was speaking on
its behalf and was not expressing a personal opinion. The text, as it stood,
was not customary WMO style.
11

The chairman of Committee B felt that was a purely editorial matter.
The President said that the Secretariat would look into the matter and
ensure that the usual procedure was followed.
The deleqate of the USSR stated that, in paragraphs 3.2.4.14 and
3.2.4.15 of Appendix A, the term "major nuclear war" should be amended to read
"nuclear warll.
The delegate of the United Kingdom said that the document should use
the actual term used by the JSC.
It was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
AEpendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 18, as amended, was apEroved.

38.

contained in

World Climate Programme (Agenda items 3.2 - 3.2.2) (Cg-X/PINK 19)
The chairman of Committee B presented Document Cg-X/PINK 19.

Draft Resolution 3.2. Oil (Cg-X), contained in ApEendix C to Document
Cg-X/PINK 19, was adoEted without comment.
The Eroposed amendments to the draft Second WMO Lonq-term Plan,
contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-X/PINK 19, were adoEted without comment.
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The delegate of Ethiopia requested that a sentence should be added to
the end of paragraph 3.2.1.3 of Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 19 to read as
follows:
"Congress agreed that such projects should also be to build the
capability of Members in Region I to rescue and preserve the data themselves
nationally. " •
The amendment was adopted.
The delegate of Colombia requested that
paragraph 3.2.0.8 of Appendix A should be revised.

the

Spanish

version

of

The President affirmed that that would be done.
The
delegate of
the
Federal
Republic
of
Germany
requested
clarification concerning the informal planning meeting referred to in
paragraph 3.2.0.6 of Appendix A. If such a meeting had been held, he would
like to have more details about it.
The President invited the Secretary-General to elucidate.
The Secretary-General explained that a small informal planning meeting
had been held on 15-16 May 1987 with the participation of representatives from
UNEP and ICSU at the request of EC-XXXVIII to consider a second World Climate
Conference. The text contained in paragraph 3.2.0.6 had been formulated by
Committee B on the basis of the results of the meeting.
The delegate of the United Kingdom said that it should be made clear
in the text that the informal planning meeting had been convened with
representatives of organizations only and that Members had not been included.
The delegate of the USA proposed that, in the second line of paragraph
3.2.1.13 of Appendix A, the phrase "in co-operation with CBS, CMM, CAgM and
CHy" should be inserted after the words "that CCl". He further proposed that,
in the third line of paragraph 3.2.2.1, the phrase "and CAgM, CMM and CHy"
should be inserted after the words "Commission for Climatology".
Those amendments were adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 19, as amended, was approved.

contained in

Announcement
The President announced that the philatelic exhibition "Meteorology in
Postage Stamps" had been inaugurated. He expressed the hope that delegates
would find the opportunity in their own countries to celebrate and commemorate
meteorological subjects and events in the form of postage stamps. Such stamps
would eventually be of great value to future delegates as a means of showing
the co-operation that existed in the field of meteorology.

39.

IMO Lecture and scientific discussions (Agenda item 12) (Cg-X/PINK 20)
The President introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 20.
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The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 20, was approved.
40.

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Organization
(Agenda item 11.1) (Cg-X/PINK 21)
The President introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 21.

The delegate of China said that, in paragraph 11.1.1 of the appendix
to Document Cg-X/PINK 21, the title of "Administrator" for Dr Zou Jingmeng was
a better translation than "Director-General".
That amendment was adopted.
The delegate of China also suggested that- in paragraph 11.1.2, the
notion "Bureau" was missing from the title of Dr Zillman's post.
The delegate of Australia affirmed
paragraph 11.1.2 was, in fact, correct.

that

the

title

contained

in

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 21, as amended, was approved.
41.

Research and Development Programme (Agenda item 3.3) (Cg-X/PINK 22)
The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 22.

Draft Resolution 3.3/1
Cg-X/PINK 22, was adopted.

(Cg-X),

contained in Appendix C to Document

The proposed amendments to the draft Second WMO Long-term
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 22, were adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix B to Document Cg-X/PINK 22, was approved.

42.

Plan,

contained in

Consolidated report on amendments to the Technical Regulations
(Agenda item 2.2) (Cg-X/PINK 23)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 23.

Draft Resolution 2.211 (Cg-X), together with its annex, contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-X/PINK 23, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 23, was approved.

43.

summary,

contained in

Antarctic meteorology (Agenda item 3.7.2) (Cg-X/PINK 24)
The chairman of Committee A presented Document Cg-X/PINK 24.
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The delegate of Chile recalled that the divergence of views concerning
the location of meteorological centres in or outside the Antarctic mentioned
in paragraph 3.7.2.3 was not reflected in draft Resolution 3.7.2/1(Cg-X). He
requested clarification whether the implication was that the Executive Council
would decide on that question.
The developing countries were continuing
meteorological observations and research in the Antarctic and wished to remain
there. That was an extremely important matter for his delegation.
The President invited the views of delegates.
The chairman of Committee A affirmed that the question of the location
of meteorological centres in the Antarctic had been discussed at length. The
number of delegates in favour of locating them in the Antarctic had been more
or less equal to the number in favour of locating them outside.
It was too
early to make a specific decision.
The delegate of Uruquay referred Congress to paragraph 280 (GDPS) of
the revised text of the section on the Antarctic for inclusion in the WWW
Implementation Programme under "Specific implementation objectives to be
achieved by 1997", contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 16.
The delegate of Chile continued to have doubts concerning draft
Resolution 3.7.2/I(Cg-X). It was not clear whether the Executive Council was
the body which would decide on the location of meteorological centres in the
Antarctic.
The President drew the attention of the delegate of Chile to
paragraph 280 of the attachment to the annex to Appendix A of Document
Cg-X/PINK 16. which stated that the meteorological centres would be designated
by parties to the Antarctic Treaty. Parties to the Antarctic Treaty could, of
course, be assisted by the Executive Council.
The delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany agreed with the
President. Members of the Executive Council were not parties to the Antarctic
Treaty and could not therefore designate the location of meteorological
centres.
Draft Resolution 3.7.211 (Cg-X), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-X/PINK 24, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 24, was approved.
44.

contained in

Aeronautical Meteorology Programme (Agenda item 3.4.2) (Cg-X/PINK 25)
The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 25.

The draft terms of reference of the Commission for Aeronautical
Meteorology, contained in Appendix C to Document Cg-X/PINK 25. were adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.4.211 (Cg-X). contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-X/PINK 25, was adopted.

74

TENTH PLENARY MEETING

The draft text for inclusion in the general sununary, contained in
Appendix A to Doctunent Cg-X/PINK 25, was approved.
The meeting rose at 12.20 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
27 May 1987 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.
45.

Fifth report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.5)
(Cg-X/PINK 41)

The fifth report of the Credentials Committee, contained in Document
Cg-X/PINK 41, was presented by its vice-chairman, who proposed that the
country (Uganda) indicated in paragraph 2 be added to the list in paragraph 1
of Document Cg-X/PINK 5.
It was so decided.

46.

Approval of the minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (Cg-X/MIN. 3)

The delegate of China said that he had already handed in corrections
to page 8.
The President pointed out that the Philippines should be included in
the list of delegations present.
The provisional minutes of the third plenary meeting, contained in
Document Cg-X/MIN. 3, as amended, were approved.

47.

World Climate Impact Studies Programme (Agenda item 3.2.3)
(Cg-X/PINK 17, REV. 1)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-X/PINK 17,
REV. 1, said that the revised text took into account all comments made by
delegates during consideration of Document Cg-X/PINK 17.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary and the proposed
amendments to the draft Second WMO Long-term Plan, contained in Appendices A
and B respectively to Document Cg-X/PINK 17, REV. 1. were approved without
comment
a

48.

World Climate Programme (Agenda item 3.2) (Cg-X/PINK 19, REV. 1)

The chairman of Committee B, introducing Document Cg-X/PINK 19,
REV. 1, said that the revised text took into account comments by delegates
made during consideration of Document Cg-X/PINK 19.
Draft Resolution 3.2.0/1(Cg-X) , contained in Appendix C to Document
Cg-X/PINK 19, REV. 1, was adopted without comment.
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The draft text for inclusion in the general summary and the amendments
proposed to the draft Second WMO Long-term Plan, contained in Appendices A
and B respectively to Document Cg-X/PINK 19, REV. 1, were approved without
comment.
49.

Programme support services; conference programme (Agenda item 5.1)
(Cg-X/PINK 26 and Cg-X/PINK 40)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 26.

The delegate of Iran, referring to the annex in Appendix B, said, in
connection with his country's offer to host the ninth session of Regional
Association II, that the People's Republic of China, whose delegate had
recently been elected to the Presidency for the next period, might wish to
host the ninth session in 1988.
Iran therefore wished to postpone its
proposed hosting until the tenth session in 1992.
The delegate of China expressed his delegation's appreciation of the
statement made by the Iranian delegate. On behalf of his country he formally
made an invitation for the ninth session of Regional Association II to be held
in China.
The delegate of Qatar, speaking as president of Regional Associat ion II, thanked the delegate of China for the offer to host the ninth
session and the delegate of Iran for the offer to host the tenth session of
Regional Association II.

The President, speaking on behalf of the Organization, thanked the two
countries for their offers.
He took it that there was no objection to
deleting the name of Iran from the list of, places in the annex to paragraph 5.1. X of the general summary, contaimid in the appendix to Document
Cg-X/PINK 26.
It was so agreed. '
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary and its amended
annex, contained in Appendices A and B to Document Cg-X/PINK 26, was approved
without further comment.
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 40.
The delegate of Ethiopia suggested· that paragraph 5.1.3 should be
cross-referenced with the relevant paragraph under item 8.
The President said that the Secretariat might rather be requested' to
include a specific reference to that effect in paragraph 5.1. 4, which already
made a general reference to item 8.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of the British Caribbean Territories said that, in the
light of recommendations to facilitate the hosting of conferences, it might be
useful to have some clear indication of what was required of Members in that
respect.
The Secretariat was in the best position to know where in the
general summary such a text might be placed.
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The President said that the suggestion would be duly recorded and
borne in mind by the Secretariat.
The draft text for inclusion in the qeneral summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 40., as amended,was approved.
50.

Election of members of the Executive Council (Agenda item 11.2)
(Cg-X/PINK 27)
The President introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 27.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 27, was approved without comment.
51.

Public information (Agenda item 5.4) (Cg-X/PINK 28)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 28.

Draft Resolution 5.4(Cg-X), contained
Cg-X/PINK 28, was adopted without comment.

in

Appendix

B

to

Document

The delegate of Czechoslovakia suggested that an addition should be
made after paragraph 5.4.6 of Appendix A to express appreciation to the Soviet
Union for having over 130 publications exhibited during Tenth Congress, as
well as for having two films shown in English and French.

The delegate of Viet Nam supported that suggestion.
It was so agreed.
The deleqate of the USSR thanked the delegate of Czechoslovakia for
his suggestion.
He pointed out that a number of exhibitions had been
organized and films and videos shown during Tenth Congress. He suggested that
reference should be made at the end of paragraph 5.4.6 to the usefulness of
such exhibitions and films on guestions concerning hydrometeorology and the
protection of the environment.
The delegates of Cuba and Bulgaria supported that suggestion.
It was so agreed.
The President, referring to paragraph 5.4.8, suggested that Congress
should reiterate its appreciation of the exhibition of postage sta,mps and
express the hope that a project for a catalogue of stamps on meteorological
subjects might be implemented on a self-financing basis. It could be left to
the Secretariat to ensure the relevant drafting.
The delegate of the USSR endorsed that suggestion.
It was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 28, as amended, was approved.

contained in
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Financial matters (Agenda item 9.2) (Cg-X/PINK 29)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 29.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 29, was approved without comment.
53.

Agricultural Meteorology Programme (Agenda item 3.4.1)
(Cg-X/PINK 30)

Draft Resolution 3.4 . III (Cg-X) , contained in Appendix C to Document
Cg-X/PINK 30, was adopted without comment.
The proposed amendments to the draft Second WMO Long-term Plan,
contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-X/PINK 30, were approved without
comment.
The delegate of Ghana, referring to paragraph 3.4.1.12 of Appendix A,
pointed out that the final sentence did not read smoothly and suggested that
the words "monitoring centres, and their work should ... " should be replaced
by "monitoring centres, and felt that their work should •.. ".
The President asked whether the words "monitoring centres, the work of
which should ..• ", proposed by the Secretariat, would be acceptable.
It was so agreed.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 30, as amended, was approved.

54.

contained in

IMO and WMO Prizes (Agenda item 10.1) (Cg-X/PINK 31)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 31.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained, in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 31, was approved without comment.

55.

Regional activities (Agenda item 3.7.1) (Cg-X/PINK 32)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 32.

The, delegate of New Zealand proposed that, in the third sentence of
paragraph 3.7.1.7, "have to depend mainly" be amended to read "have a high
dependence upon".
The amendment was adopted.
The delegate of the USSR suggested that the following phrase be
inserted after the first sentence in paragraph 3.7.1. 8: "In that connection,
the importance of unrestricted and equitable dissemination of the products of
these centres was stressed."
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The delegate of Bulgaria said such centres could help countries meet
their domestic demand for high-quality forecast products and he fully
supported the Soviet proposal.
The delegate of Viet Nam said he also supported the proposal but
thought a new subparagraph should be included to emphasize that the products
of the centres described in subparagraphs (a) to (d) would be made available
to all interested countries.
The deleqate of Brazil said another addition should also be made to
indicate that the products of the centres should be made available to
interested countries only in conformity with the relevant agreements reached
within WMO.
The delegates of Ethiopia, Vanuatu and New Zealand having expressed
full support for the Soviet proposal while suggesting certain drafting
changes, the President proposed that Congress defer a decision on paragraph
3.7.1. 8 pending consideration of a revised version, to be prepared by the
Secretariat on the basis of the discussion.
It was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 32, as amended, and subject to a future
decision on paragraph 3.7.1.8, was approved.
56.

Co-operation with the United Nations and other organizations
(Agenda item 6) (Cg-X/PINK 33)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 33.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 33, was approved without comment.
57.

Publications programme (Agenda item 5.2) (Cg-X/PINK 34)

The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 34 and
drew attention to two editorial corrections: in the annex to draft Resolution 5.2/l(Cg-X), paragraph 4 (x), "observations" should be replaced by
tlobserving"; in paragraph 4 (xi), "aerodrome II should be inserted between "on"
and "meteorological II

•

Draft Resolution 5. 2/l(Cg-X), together with its annex, contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-X/PINK 34, was adopted without comment.
The delegate of Argentina, referring to paragraph 5.2.3 of Appendix A,
said the number lI(viii)" should be inserted between "4" and "(x)" in the list

of guides Argentina had offered to translate into Spanish.
The amendment was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 34, as amended, was approved.

contained in
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58.

Education and Training Programme (Agenda item 3.6) (Cg-X/PINK 35)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 35.

Draft Resolution 3.6/1 (Cg-X), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-X/PINK 35, was adopted without comment.
The delegate of Jordan, referring to paragraph 3.6.2.3 of Appendix A,
said the WMO Training Library was a useful means of providing instruction, but
could not meet all national needs.
The increased dissemination of films,
slides and transparencies might help to fill that gap, and he therefore
proposed that a text to that effect be added at the end of the paragraph.
The chairman of Committee A said a more appropriate place for the
insertion might be in paragraph 3.6.2.4, which described future, rather than
ongoing, activities.
The President suggested that the Secretariat be authorized to revise
paragraph 3.6.2.4 to incorporate the idea brought up by the delegate of Jordan.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of Argentina said that the reference to correspondence
courses in the final sentence of paragraph 3.6.2.4 should be made more
specific.
His Government had provided the Secretariat with a course for
Spanish-speaking meteorological personnel that had been used with good results
in Argentina and elsewhere.
It should therefore be made clear that
correspondence courses such as those envisaged in the paragraph were already
in use and could serve as models.
The President suggested that
redrafting the paragraph accordingly.

the

Secretariat

be

entrusted

with

It was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the .general summary, together with its
annex, contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 35, as amended, was
approved.

59.

Questions concerninq the Convention (Agenda item 10.2)
(Cg-X/PINK 36)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 36.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, together with its
annex, contained in the appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 36, was approved
without comment.

60.

General review of the Technical Co-operation Programme
(Agenda item 4.1) (Cg-X/PINK 37);
Voluntary Co-operation Programme (Agenda item 4.3) (Cg-X/PINK 37);
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Orqanization and fundinq of the Technical Co-operation Proqramme
(Agenda item 4.4) (Cg-X/PINK 37)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 37.
contained in
Draft Resolutions 4.3/1 (Cq-X) and 4.4/1 (Cq-X),
Appendices Band C, respectively, to Document Cg-X/PINK 37, were adopted
without comment.
The draft text for inclusion in the qeneral summary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cq-X/PINK 37, was approved without comment.

61.

Report by the President of the Orqanization (Agenda item 2.1)
(Cg-XlPINK 38)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 38.

The draft text for inclusion in the qeneral summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cq-X/PINK 38, was approved without comment.

62.

United Nations Development Proqramme (Agenda item 4.2) (Cg-X/PINK 39)
The chairman of Committee A intr0duced Document Cg-X/PINK 39.

Draft Resolution 4.211 (Cg-X), contained in Appendix B to Document
Cq-X/PINK 39, was adopted without comment.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cq-X/PINK 39, was approved without comment.

63.

Marine Meteoroloqy Proqramme (Agenda item 3.4.3) (Cg-X/PINK 42)
The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 42.

Draft Resolutions 3.4.3/1 (Cq-X), 3.4.3/2 (Cq-X) and 3.4.3/3 (Cq-X) ,
contained in Appendices C, D and E, respectively, to Document Cq-X/PINK 42,
were adopted without comment.
The draft text for inclusion in the qeneral summary, contained in
Appendix B to. Document Cq-X/PINK 42, was approved without comment.
The proposed amendments to the draft Second WMO Long-term Plan,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 42, were adopted without comment.

64.

Secretary-General's contract (Agenda item 9.5) (Cg-X/PINK 43)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 43.
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Draft Resolution 9.511 (Cg-X), together with its annex, contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-X/PINK 43, was adopted without comment.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summarv, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 43, was approved without comment.
The meeting rose at 11.15 a.m.

i_________ _

MINUTES OF THE TWELFTH PLENARY MEETING
28 May 1987 at 10.00 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.
65.

Report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.5)
No additional credentials were presented.

66.

Approval of the minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (Cg-X/MIN. 4; 6; 7; 8; 9)

The delegate of China. with respect to Cg-X/MIN. 4. requested that the
words "eight major contributing" be deleted from his statement as recorded o~
pages 5-6 of the English version.
The delegate of Australia inquired whether Congress did not have 24
hours after the minutes had been distributed in which to submit written
corrections; that period of time had not elapsed since the distribution of the
documents in question.
The President confirmed that the delegate of Australia was correct.
He proposed that Cg-X/MIN. 4 be approved subject to the submission of written
corrections within the prescribed time.
The provisional minutes of the fourth plenary meeting. contained in
Document Cg-X/MIN. 4 were approved. subject to the President's proviso.
The President. drawing the attention of Congress to the rema~n~ng
minutes. determined that the delegates had not received the minutes prior to
the session and therefore could not examine them. He therefore proposed that
those documents be examined subsequently.
It was so decided.
67.

Regional activities (Agenda item 3.7.1) (Cg-X/PINK 32. REV. 1)

The chairman of Committee A. in introducing the revised document.
called the attention of Congress to paragraph 3.7.1.8 of its appendix. which
had been the subject of discussion during a previous plenary meeting.
The
changes which had been suggested by delegates at that time had been
incorporated into that paragraph; in particular. the second sentence had been
added.
The delegate of Australia noted that a correction already agreed upon.
namely the deletion of the world "mainly" in line 4 of paragraph 3.7.1.7. had
apparently not been made.
The President confirmed that that correction should also have been
made. and recalled that the other paragraphs had been approved during the
previous discussion.
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The draft text for inclusion in the general summary. contained ln the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 32. REV. I. was approved as amended.
68.

Financial report of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 9.1)
(Cg-X/PINK 44)

The chairman of Committee A introduced the document and recommended
that it be approved.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 44, was approved.
69.

Financial matters (Agenda item 9.2) (Cg-X/PINK 45 and PINK 48)
The chairman of Committee A introduced the document.

The delegate of Mexico. with respect to the third paragraph of the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 45, inquired if the resolution referred to was
Resolution 9.2/1 (Cg-X).
The President confirmed that it was.
The delegate of Mexico expressed opposition to the proposed change of
currency unit to the Swiss franc as that would mean an additional burden for
those

countries

whos-e

currencies

were

being devalued together with

the

US

dollar.
The delegate of Jamaica associated himself with the remarks of the
delegate of Mexico, adding that the additional burden on developing countries,
which had both to earn and to pay in US dollars in any case, would be hidden
in WMO's accounts.
Those objections having been noted. the draft text for inclusion in
the general summary, contained in the appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 45, was
approved.
The delegate of Mexico. with respect to the proposed new Financial
Regulations contained in Document Cg-X/PINK 48, repeated his objection to the
change to Swiss francs as reflected in paragraph 6.2.
The delegate of the USSR wished to place on record his Government's
support for the principle of an annual revision of the budget as being most
conducive to the strict control of expenditures.
Those remarks being noted, draft Resolution 9.211 (Cg-X), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-X/PINK 48, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 48, was approved.
70.

contained in

Staff matters (Agenda item 9.4) (eg-X/PINK 46)

The chairman of Committee A introduced the document and recommended
that Congress approve it.
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The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 46, was approved.

71.

Long-term planning (Agenda item 7) (Cg-X/PINK 47)

The chairman of Committee B, in introducing the document, informed
Congress that the committee had considered working papers prepared by the
Secretary-General.
In order to ensure full compatibility between Part I and
Part II of the Second HMO Long-term Plan and to take account of previous
decisions of Congress on specific programmes, the committee had made
amendments which appeared in the document as an annex to paragraph 7.6.
Draft Resolution 7/2
Cg-X/PINK 47, was adopted.

(Cg-X),

contained

in

Appendix

C

to

Document

Draft Resolution 7/1 (Cg-X), contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-XI
PINK 47, was adopted.
The delegate of the Netherlands, with respect to Appendix A of the
document containing the draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
proposed that paragraph 7.12 (e) be amended to read "Be shorter than the
Second Long-term Plan by emphasizing the first four years and beyond that by
concentrating mainly on strategies, policies and priorities."

The
suggestion.

delegate

of

the

Federal

Republic

of

Germany

supported

that

The delegate of the USA remarked that for the first time HMO had a
Long-term Plan which it could be proud of and which covered all programmes.
If its implementation were to be carried out in an effective and co-ordinated
manner, the document had to be as precise as possible.
Its length was
therefore of secondary importance.
He would, in fact, prefer to see even
greater detail in future such documents.
He expressed the belief that
paragraph 7.12
(d)
provided
sufficient
guidance
and
rendered
paragraph 7.12 (e) unnecessary. Rather than amend the latter, he would prefer to
delete it.
The delegate of Australia supported that proposal, noting that there
had not been a consensus in committee on a shorter document.
The delegate
delegate of the USA.

of

Nigeria

also

supported

the

proposal

made

The President, following a show of hands, determined the
Congress to be that paragraph 7.12 (e) should be eliminated.

by

the

sense of

It was so decided.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 47, was approved as amended.

contained in
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Consolidated programme and budget 1988-1991
(Report of the Financial Advisory Committee)
(Agenda items 8 and 9.2) (Cg-X/PINK 49)

and

financial

matters

The President explained that he was submitting Document Cg-X/PINK 49
to Congress in his capacity of chairman of the Financial Advisory Committee.
The document contained the view of the committee members as expressed in their
various meetings and was simply for the cognizance of Congress.
The delegate of Venezuela, after requesting that line 5 of paragraph 3
of the document be amended to read "represented by the presidents of Regional
Associations III and IV", stressed that the Financial Advisory Committee
should confront the problems of the Latin American countries and endeavour to
find their solution.
The delegate of the USSR wished to point out that at all levels of
consideration of the programme and budget for the tenth financial period his
delegation
had
consistently
stressed that
it
did
not believe that
SF 172.5 million was a realistic figure.
He said that, as the matter was
still under consideration and study, the delegation of the USSR would not, at
that point, adopt that amount as representing zero real growth in the WMO
budget.

73.

Review of the General Regulations (Agenda item 10.3) (Cg-X/PINK 52)

The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 52.
He
explained that Committee A had examined some amendments proposed by the
delegate of Saudi Arabia and, after a lengthy discussion, had decided to
recommend for approval by Congress the text as it appeared in paragraph 10.3.5
of Appendix A.
He drew attention to Appendix C, which contained proposed texts of new or amended General Regulations.
He pointed out that, in
Annex III to Regulation 174, the Commission for Hydrology (CHy) had been
classified under "basic commissions", whereas it had formerly come under the
heading of "applications commissions".
He further pointed out that the
provisions of former Resolution 48 (Cg-IX) had been incorporated in new
Regulations 28, 151 and 164.
Committee A had voted, by show of hands, in
favour of these four amendments, as reflected in Appendix C. The proposal for
the reclassification of CHy had been put forward by the Third Unesco/WMO
International Conference on Hydrology and Scientific Bases of Water Resources
Management, held from 16 to 21 March 1987. In addition, Appendix C reflected
the earlier decisions by Congress with respect to Documents Cg-X/PINK 25 and
Cg-X/PINK 30.
Those decisions concerned the Commission for Aeronautical
Meteorology and the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology, the new texts
appearing in Annex III to Regulation 174, paragraphs l(d) and 2(g),
respectively.
The
delegate
of Sudan,
referring to Appendix C of Document
Cg-X/PINK 52, said that it would be very difficult for many countries,
including his own, to send two hydrologists to Congress, one a regular adviser
and one a representative of the Hydrological Service, as required by new
Regulation 28 (b).
He therefore suggested that "and" be replaced by "and/or"
in line 3 of that paragraph.
The President said that the phrase "as a rule" implied that Members
were not under an obligation to send two hydrological representatives.
He
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therefore felt that the use of "and/or" would not change the meaning and might
clarify the text.
The deleqate of Kenya, although supporting the proposed amendment,
objected to the reference to "representatives of Hydrological Services".
In
his opinion, delegates represented their countries, not their Hydrological
Services.
The delegates of India, Jordan and Afghanistan supported the proposed
amendment.
The amendment was adopted.
Following a comment by the delegate of Uruguay on the Spanish
translation of "should" in the first line of Regulation 164{b), as contained
in Appendix C, the President affirmed that the text would be brought into
conformity with the English text.
The delegate of Pakistan said that the wording of Regulation 164 was
misleading.
It appeared to imply the existence of an Operational Hydrology
Service,
whereas
in
some
countries
operational
hydrology
was
the
responsibility of the Meteorological Service.
The delegates of the British Caribbean Territories, Panama, Argentina
and Costa Rica said that the use of the word "should"
implied a
recommendation, not an obligation.
The delegate of Panama further stated that if a Meteorological Service
were responsible for operational hydrology, then "a representative of a
Service responsible for operational hydrology" would mean a representative of
the Meteorological Service.
She stressed that it was important for the
president of an Association to have assistance in the field of operational
hydrology.
The deleqate of Australia was of the op~n~on that the Concern
expressed by the delegate of Pakistan was fully met by the text before
Congress, which allowed for assistance to be provided by a representative of a
Meteorological Service.
The delegate of Ethiopia suggested rephrasing the text to read that
the hydrological adviser "should preferably be a representative of a Service
responsible for operational hydrology ... ".
The delegate of India objected to that suggestion on the grounds that
it would allow for the adviser to be drawn from a Service unrelated to
operational hydrology.
He supported the comment made by the delegate of
Australia.
The President proposed that the text remain as it stood.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of the USSR recalled that his delegation would have
preferred to retain former Resolution 48 (Cg-IX) as it stood, rather than
include its prov~s~ons in new Regulations 28, 151 and 164, as given in
Appendix C.
While not opposing the reclassification of CHy, as indicated in
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Annex III to Regulation 174 (in Appendix C), he felt that the rules of
procedure had not been observed in that no real argument had been given in
support of reclassification and that the terms of reference of CHy remained
the same.
If the numbering of the various technical commissions within the
two groups was not intended to imply any order of priority, he suggested that
the numbering simply be left out in order to avoid giving a false impression.
The chairman of Committee A, speaking as the delegate of the German
Democratic Republic, supported the comments made by the delegate of the USSR.
The amendment was adopted.
The
delegate of
applications
He said that

delegate of Australia agreed with the comments made by the
the USSR.
In fact, CHy was both a basic commission and an
commission, and should really be classified separately as such.
he would be making a proposal to that effect at some future date.

~~~~~~~~~=

The delegate of China supported the amendment proposed by the delegate
of the USSR. He also concurred with the delegate of Australia that CHy should
be classified separately.
Draft Resolution 10.3/1(Cg-X) and its annex, contained in Appendices B
and C respectively to Document Cg-X/PINK 52, as amended, were adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 52, was approved without comment.
74.

Review of the previous resolutions of Congress (Agenda item 10.4)

(Cg-XlPINK 53)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 53.
Draft Resolution 10.4/1(Cg-X) ,
Cg-X/PINK 53, was adopted.

contained in Appendix B to Document

The draft· text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 53, was approved without comment.
The meeting rose at 11.55 a.m.

MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING
28 May 1987 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 2.35 p.m.

75.

Proportional contributions of Members (Agenda item 9.3) (Cg-X/PINK 51)

The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 51 and drew
attention to a correction to be made on page 5 of Appendix B: the name of
South Africa should be marked with an asterisk, and a footnote inserted, to
read: "* Suspended by Resolution 38 (Cg-VII) from exercising its rights and
enjoying its privileges as a Member of WMO."
In response to comments by the delegates of the Netherlands and the
USSR, he said that in Appendix C, the references to US dollars would be
replaced by Swiss francs, in accordance with Congress's decision to change the
basic unit of currency used in WMO.
Draft Resolution 9.3/2 (Cg-X), contained in Appendix C to Document
Cg-X/PINK 51, was adopted, on the understanding that the appropriate editorial
corrections would be made by the Secretariat.
The delegate of the USSR noted that in Annex I to Appendix B, the
Russian text for the figures in the column headed "1988/1989" differed from
those in other language versions.
The President said the Secretariat would ensure
version was aligned with the other language versions.

that

the

Russian

In response to a question from the delegate of Jordan, he explained
that Annex II, which listed the percentage assessments for countries that
might become Members of WMO, had been submitted for information purposes and
was referred to in DECIDES (3) of draft Resolution 9.3/1 (Cg-X).
The delegate of the British Caribbean Territories drew attention to a
typographical error in the first country listed in Annex II to draft
Resolution 9.3/1(Cg-X).
The delegate of Venezuela announced that his Government opposed the
increase in its contributions implied by the figures contained in Annex I.
Draft Resolution 9.3/1 (Cg-X) and Annexes I and II thereto,
in Appendix B to Document Cg-X/PINK 51, were adopted.

contained

The draft text for inclusion in the qeneral summary, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 51, was approved without comment.

76.

Consolidated programme and budget 1988-1991
(Agenda item 8) (Cg-X/PINK 54)
The chairman of Committee B introduced Document Cg-X/PINK 54.
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The President, referring to AUTHORIZES (1) of draft Resolution 8/1
(Cg-X), contained in Appendix B, said he had been asked to propose that the
maximum expenditure to be approved for the tenth financial period be reduced
from SFr 172.5 million to SFr 170 million in the interests of achieving
maximum savings. He invited Congress to comment on that proposal.
The delegate of the United Kingdom said he fully endorsed the
proposal. Although the programme and budget for the tenth financial period
gave every evidence that the Secretary-General and his staff were endeavouring
to keep expenditure to a minimum, the worldwide financial crisis had placed
national authorities under heavy pressure to economize, often at the expense
of important programmes and services. It was only natural that some of that
pressure should be reflected in the approach governments adopted towards their
contributions to WMO.
The reduction to SFr 170 million of the ceiling for
expenditure during the tenth financial period was a reasonable compromise
which would enable the Organization to carry out its programmes within
adequate budgetary resources.
He suggested that. should the proposal be adopted, the figures for
expenditure on various activities set out in the annex to draft Resolution 8/1
(Cg-X) should be reduced on a pro-rata basis by a minimal amount, which would
be somewhere between 1 and 1.5 per cent.
The President noted that the proposal had been supported and said
that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that Congress wished to amend
the figures in AUTHORIZES (1) of draft Resolution 8/1 (Cg-X) and in the annex
thereto.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of Brazil, supported by the delegate of Mexico, said the
reduction in the maximum expenditure figure was unacceptable and he requested
a vote on draft Resolution 8/1 (Cg-X) as a whole.
The President invited Congress to vote on draft Resolution 8/1 (Cg-X),
as amended, as a whole.
There were 83 votes in favour
1ution 8/1 (Cg-X), as amended, was adopted.

and

11

against.

Draft

Reso-

The deleqate of Brazil said the position of the Latin American
countries on the Organization's budget, as outlined by the Ambassador of Chile
in a statement reproduced in Document Cg-X/PINK 54*, should not be construed
as criticism of the Secretary-General and staff of WMO or of the programme and
budget proposal for the tenth financial period. It was, rather, part of a
regional strategy designed to conserve foreign currency and cope with domestic
economic crises and the burden of external debt - problems which all the Latin
American countries were currently facing.

*

Reproduced on page 102.
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The delegate of Jamaica said his delegation had reserved its position
on the budget for the tenth financial period. Jamaica shared the concerns
expressed by the Latin American countries and agreed that the steep budgetary
increase was a real problem for countries that had to earn US dollars to pay
their contributions.
The increase was attributed to the
effect of
exchange-rate fluctuations: his Government believed that all international
organizations
must
cut
back
their
expenditures,
particularly
their
administrative expenditures, while ensuring that higher costs were not passed
on to those least able to bear them - the developing countries.
His delegation did not believe the shifting of the Organization's
currency base from US dollars to Swiss francs would help to alleviate the
financial crisis, and would have opposed the proposal had a vote been taken.
On the other hand, Jamaica applauded, as a step in the right direction,
Congress's decision to institute a new scale of assessments.
A number of the issues that had generated opposition to the budget
were not confined to WMO.
In the current volatile financial environment,
action was needed to ensure equitable financing of the budgets of all
organizations.
Although it had reserved its position on WMO's budgetary
proposal, Jamaica still had a high regard for the Organization.
The delegate of the USSR said the Soviet Union had abstained during
the voting because it opposed the considerable increase in maximum authorized
expenditure for 1988-1991 and objected to the higher levels of contributions
required of Member States. It should also be stressed that his country was in
no way

~mplicated

in the genesis of the· financial crisis which had motivated

such budgetary increases. The Soviet Union favoured zero budgetary growth;
because that principle had been applied to the programme and budget proposal
before Congress, because WMO promoted a number of important scientific and
technical activities, and in the interests of reaching a compromise, the
Soviet Union had not opposed the decision to establish maximum expenditure for
the tenth financial period at Sfr 170 million.
It would, however, stipulate
that it understood the decision as calling for zero real growth on the basis
of the exchange rate, pay scales and prices prevailing on 1 April 1987.
The delegate of Venezuela said his Government realized that WMO's role
as world-wide co-ordinator of meteorological activities was of vital
importance and that it recognized the important contribution the Organization
had made to improving meteorological techniques in Venezuela. Venezuela had
faithfully fulfilled its financial obligations to the Organization, yet the
country's economic and financial future was now uncertain. Over the past five
years, Venezuela, like most developing countries, had suffered the effects of
financial and political machination.
Plummeting prices for exports of raw
materials,
protectionist barriers against
entry
into
major
markets,
fluctuations in interest and exchange rates and external debt problems had
forced his country to take remedial measures involving reductions in
expendi ture in the social sector which the Government was hard pressed to
explain to Venezuelan citizens.
The projected increase in Member-country contributions to WMO's budget
for the tenth financial period was prompted by fluctuations in the exchange
rate of US dollars for Swiss francs. His Government was already constrained
by limited foreign currency holdings and could not accept any increase in its
contributions.

92

THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING

International organizations, like Governments, should take steps to
deal with the economic crisis. Expenditure on programmes was already at the
lowest practicable level, but many administrative costs could be cut without
reducing WMO's operational capacity. Innovative means of softening the effect
of the US dollar's devaluation should also be pursued: for example, countries
whose currency had been revalued in relation to the Swiss franc could make a
voluntary and exceptional contribution of the amount which that measure had
enabled them to save.
If special measures were not adopted, the Organization would be left
in a very difficult situation indeed.
His Government's position must be
interpreted as a call to the executive officers of all international
organizations to intensify their efforts to rationalize administrative
expenditure, an appeal to Member countries to confine their demands upon the
organizations to those that were strictly necessary, and a plea to those
countries that were benefiting from the situation to act with greater regard
for the interests of the entire international community.
Venezuela had no
desire whatsoever to obstruct the Organization's work - on the contrary, it
supported its programmes and activities.
It could noL however, accept any
additional demand on its foreign currency holdings, which had to be devoted
exclusively to paying the external debt.
It could make no contribution to
WMO's budget that exceeded the level set for the ninth financial period.
The delegate of Mexico said he endorsed the comments made by the
delegates of Brazil and Venezuela.
The Latin American countries benefited
greatly from WMO's programmes.
The position they had adopted on the WMO
budget should not be seen as a hostile attitude to the Organization, but as a
means of calling attention, in all international forums, to the injustice of
the current world economic situation, which forced millions of people to live
in poverty.
The delegate of the German Democratic Republic said that in the light
of information contained in Document Cg-X/Doc. 3 and in paragraph 6 of
Appendix D to Document Cg-X/PINK 54, and in line with the reasoning advanced
by the delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, his delegation
would have favoured the adoption of the lowest possible budgetary ceiling that
would not have jeopardized the implementation of the programme for the tenth
financial period.
Because it represented a reasonably acceptable compromise,
however, the German Democratic Republic had endorsed the proposal for a
ceiling of Sfr 170 million.
The deleqate of Ecuador said he had voted against draft Resolution 8/1
(Cg-X) only because he opposed any increase whatsoever in the contributions to
international organizations required of his country, which was now facing a
severe financial crisis.
Ecuador's decision was in no way motivated by the
action taken by the Organization: in fact, his country welcomed WMO's
constructive activities.
In short, he fully endorsed the position taken by
the Latin American countries.
The deleqate of Australia said his Government favoured the zero-realgrowth option because it would enhance the Organization's operational
efficiency.
The proposed ceiling of Sfr 172.5 million had corresponded, as
nearly as could be determined, to the objective of zero real growth, yet for
reasons already advanced by a number of speakers, Australia had endorsed the
reduced ceiling of Sfr 170 million.
Congress must be forewarned, however,
that programme funding would inevitably be affected by that decision. There
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was every reason to believe the Secretariat would rise to the challenge, but
Members
should
not
expect
the
Secretary-General
to
accomplish
with
Sfr 170 million everything that had been scheduled for implementation on a
budget of Sfr 172.5 million.
The delegate of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic said he had
joined in the consensus for a ceiling of Sfr 170 million but would have
preferred an even lower figure to have been adopted.
As a means of
alleviating the financial crisis, the Secretariat should take steps to ensure
that the countries which did not pay their contributions to WMO on time did
so. It might also be useful to publicize the advantages of WMO Membership in
order to encourage new Members to join and hence contribute to the budget.
The delegate of Peru said his country's negative vote on draft
Resolution 8/1 (Cg-X) should not be interpreted as opposition to WMO's
scientific and technical activities or to the Secretary-General's stewardship
of the Organization.
Peru had benefited greatly from WMO's assistance in
expanding its own Meteorological Service.
It had voted against the draft
resolution because the financial difficulties it was experiencing prevented it
from increasing its contributions to international organizations in generaL
and to WMO in particular. Finally, it subscribed to the position of the Latin
American States outlined by the delegates of Brazil, Venezuela and Mexico.
The delegate of the British Caribbean Territories expressed concern
about the effect of a reduction of Sfr 2.5 million on programmes, particularly
at a time when countries needed as much assistance from WMO as possible. He
endorsed the comments made by the delegate of Australia in that respect. The
reduction meant that WMO would have its mettle severely tested over the years
to come but he hoped that countries would nonetheless collectively be able to
achieve a reasonable measure of development.
The delegate of Uruguay, speaking in explanation of vote, endorsed
statements made by previous speakers from Latin America.
His delegation
voted against the resolution not because it in any way questioned
efficiency or effectiveness of the Organization and its programmes but as
result of a common Latin American policy on financial contributions
international organizations.

the
had
the
the
to

The delegate of New Zealand said that he did not consider that the
maximum expenditure authorized by the resolution would make it possible to
retain programmes at the existing level. He had considered the earlier figure
of Sfr 172.5 million to be evidence of a responsible and restraining step and
had been disappointed to find that a further reduction had been felt
necessary, as it would certainly lead to visible reductions in programmes.

The delegate of Cuba, speaking in explanation of vote, supported the
statements by other Latin American delegates concerning the prevailing
economic situation.
At the same time he expressed full support for the
Organization.
His country would do all it could to help implement all
programmes with a maximum of savings.
The delegate of Argentina, speaking in explanation of vote, shared the
view of previous speakers from Latin America.
He had voted against the
resolution in accordance with an official brief which was in no way to be
taken as disagreement with the programmes or structure of the Organization.
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The delegate of Nicaragua, speaking in explanation of vote, endorsed
the statements of previous speakers from Latin America having voted against
the resolution.
At the same time his country fully supported the scientific
and technical programmes and management of the Organization.
The delegate of Ethiopia, referring to Appendix A to Document
Cg-X/PINK 54,
suggested that mention should be made of the Technical
Co-operation Programme at the end of the second sentence in paragraph 8.4.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of Brazil suggested that in order better to reflect
discussion in Committee B, the phrase in the eighteenth line of that
paragraph, "will not be able to increase their contributions, to the WMO, in
US dollars," should be replaced by "consider that their contributions should
be held at the same amount in US dollars".
It was so agreed.
The
delegate
of
Jordan
pointed
out
that
the
amount
of
Sfr 172.5 million should be corrected to Sfr 170 million in paragraph 8.7 and
els-ewhere.
The President said that
appropriate corrections were made.

the

Secretariat

would

ensure

that

the

The deleqate of Australia suggested that paragraph 8.9 might read more
easily if the final sentence began: "Since provision for this session was not
included ... " and if the penultimate sentence were placed at the end of the
paragraph.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of Poland asked for the op1n10n of French-speaking
delegates on the wording of paragraph 8.10 in the French version.
The
delegate of France suggested that "pourra adopter" et "pourront etre jugees
necessaires" might more effectively bring the French text into line with the
English.
The President
correction to the text.

requested

the

Secretariat

to

make

the

necessary

The deleqate of Uruguay said that there was some discrepancy between
the Spanish and English texts in paragraphs 8.13 and 8.14, where reference was
made
to
the
Assistant
Secretary-General
and
Deputy Secretary-General
("Subsecretario General" and "Secretario General Adjunto").

The delegate of Cameroon said that the same applied to the French text
("Sous-secretaire general" and "Secretaire general adjoint").
The President said that the Secretariat would ensure that the texts
were aligned.
The delegate of Australia, referring to paragraphs 8.18 and 8.19, said
that it seemed inappropriate to include lists of requirements and events in

THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING

95

the paragraphs when the overall lists to which they were related were not
contained in the body of the general summary itself. He suggested that as the
lists already existed in printed form in Document Cg-X/PINK 54, they might be
deleted from the general summary.
The President said that that could be done.
The delegate of Ethiopia said that there had been agreement in
Commi ttee B to keep the lists in order to bdng requests from regional
associations to the notice of Congress. They should therefore be included in
the general summary with the column of figures deleted.
The
Australia.

delegate

of

New

Zealand shared the

view of

the

delegate of

The delegate of the British Caribbean Territories said that he was
interested in the substance rather than the form; it was important that the
contents of the lists should not be forgotten.
The delegate of Jordan said that the lists should be retained in the
general summary.
The deleqate of Uruguay also said that the lists should be retained although perhaps as an appendix - as they formed part of the work of Congress .
.The President suggested that ·the Secretariat might redraft paragraphs 8.18 and 8.19 so that they would refer to the lists, which would be
annexed to the general summary.
It was so agreed.
The delegate of China,
referring to paragraph 8.22, suggested that
the final sentence should be replaced by:
"In this connection Congress
requested the Executive Council to define specific responsibilities of WMO and
host Members for sessions held away from Headquarters, especially sessions of
regional associations".
The delegate of Qatar supported the amendment proposed by the delegate
of China.
The delegate of Ethiopia considered that it was important to review
current practices with a view to defining the specific responsibilities of WMO
and host countries. He suggested that it might be possible to marry the two
texts.
The delegate of China said that current practices had already been
reviewed in Committee A and specific measures were now necessary. In reply to
a question from the President, he confirmed that the text he had proposed was
intended to replace the whole of the existing final sentence, including the
last part, although it would in fact be helpful if the Executive Council would
take steps as mentioned.
The delegate of Tanzania said that he was in favour of including
reference to a review of current practices and the steps to be taken by the
Executive Council.
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The delegate of Ethiopia said that current practices remained to be
reviewed.
At the same time he had no objection to the sentence proposed by
the delegate of China and suggested that both directives might be included in
the paragraph.
The

delegate of China said that he could agree tc the inclusion of

both.
The President said that the final phrase authorizing the Executive
Council to decide on solutions and take action might be usefully added.
It was decided that the final sentence of paragraph 8.22 was to be
replaced by:
"Congress requested the Executive Council to review current
practices and to define specific responsibilities of WMO and host Members
regarding financial support for sessions held away from Headquarters,
especially sessions of regional associations. The Executive Council was also
requested to take the necessary steps on this subject, within the available
resources, to alleviate the cost to host countries."
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
Appendix A to Document Cg-X/PINK 54, as amended, was approved.

contained in

The delegate of Malawi, referring to the last sentence of the
statement by the Ambassador of Chile contained in Cg-X/PINK 54, suggested that
the Executive Council should be requested to report to the next Congress on
the outcome of any study it might undertake in that context.
The President said that in the normal course of events the Executive
Council would report On all such matters to Congress.
The delegate of Ethiopia requested information concerning
the
procedure to be followed. While reference to the statement would of course be
made in the records of the Tenth Congress, he wondered whether a specific
document should not be presented for consideration by Congress to authorize
the Executive Council to take action.
The delegate of Venezuela reminded Congress that the statement by the
Ambassador of Chile had been made on behalf of the Latin American countries.
The President confirmed that those points would be included in the
record and that the Executive Council would take note of them.

76.

Place and date of Eleventh Congress (Agenda item 13) (Cg-X/PINK 50);
and Closure of the session (Agenda item 14) (Cg-X/PINK 50)

The President submitted Document Cg-X/PINK 50 to Congress. He pointed
out that the proposed dates for Eleventh Congress - 1. May-26 May 1991 - should
be approved subject to any shortening of the duration which might be decided
by the Executive Council.
The delegate of Nigeria suggested that a footnote to that effect might
be added.
It was so agreed.
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The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-X/PINK 50, as amended, was approved.
The delegate of Argentina expressed his gratitude to the President for
all his efforts in favour of the Organization throughout his two terms of
office, during which time he had always shown proof of the wisdom, caution and
abili ty required to overcome the problems before Congress.
In addition, he
thanked him for the good advice which he had always been so willing to offer.
He was pleased to note that the President would continue to serve the
Organization in his new capacity as honorary member of the Executive Council.
He also commended the Vice-Presidents on their efforts.
The delegate of Kenya said that Congress had expressed itself most
eloquently, particularly in its deliberations on the Second Long-term Plan and
in the innovative approach to management. After examining the programme and
budget it had been possible, thanks to the efforts and skill of the President,
to reach consensus, while at the same time recognizing the constraints of some
Members. Congress had taken the bold step of converting the budget figures
into Swiss francs, a measure which he had agreed to not because it was easier
to afford but because of his faith in the Organization.
He commended the
President on his excellent running of the Tenth Congress and looked forward to
continuing to work with him during his honorary membership of the Executive
Council.
The delegate of Saudi Arabia, speaking on behalf of the Arab group,
congratulated the President on his fine undertaking during his terms of office
and

particularly

commended

his

wisdom· and

experience.

He

was

pleased to

welcome him as a member of the Executive Council. He also congratulated the
President elect and wished him every success.
Lastly, he thanked the
Secretary-General and his staff for their efficiency in the preparation of
Congress and the smooth daily organization of its work.
The delegate of Uruguay congratulated the President on having
successfully brought the Tenth Congress to a close and for the wisdom, ability
and efficiency he had shown throughout. He commended the Vice-Presidents and
co-chairmen of the committees for all their efforts and thanked the
Secretary-General and his staff for their efficient organization and
unstinting support throughout Congress.
The delegate of China expressed his most sincere congratulations to
the President for the work he had achieved during his eight years in office,
during which time he had shown proof of outstanding abilities and vast
experience.
It was to a large extent thanks to the efforts of the President
that a spirit of friendly co-operation had been promoted
within the
Organization.
It was on the basis of such co-operation at the international
level that national Meteorological Services would be able to develop further.
WMO achievements in that area reflected the highest evaluation of the
President's work and must be considered as a contribution to the development
of the science of meteorology on the part of both the President himself and
the people of the Philippines as a whole.
As future President he himself
would be honoured to refer to the outgoing President for advice and would do
all he could to ensure that WMO activities continued in the right direction.
He was pleased that the President would become an honorary member of the
Executive Council and looked forward to continued co-operation with him in
that capacity. In conclusion, he thanked the Secretary-General and his staff
for all their efforts which had helped bring Tenth Congress to a successful
close.
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The delegate of Australia joined the previous speakers in thanking the
President, the Secretary-General and his staff, and all those who had
contributed to the smooth running of Congress. Since 1975 he had appreciated
the professional skills and qualities of the President, who, never aspiring to
high office in WMO, had nevertheless been elected by acclamation in 1979 and
had made a unique and lasting contribution to the Organization.
Under his
Presidency, characterized by an unprecedented spirit of unity and harmony, it
had proved possible to achieve compromise and consensus in many difficult
situations. He concluded by thanking the President for a fine contribution to
a fine Organization.

The delegate of Ethiopia conveyed the congratulations of his
delegation to the President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary-General and his
staff.
He paid a special tribute to the President for his tireless and
faithful eight years' service, during which the scientific and technical
programmes had been developed, closer co-operation had been achieved between
Members and with other organizations, and confidence in the Organization had
grown. Many achievements had been scored under the President's leadership,
and he was confident that others would be achieved in the future under the
President elect. He concluded with his best wishes for the future.
The delegate of Finland, speaking on behalf of the Scandinavian
countries, expressed their appreciation of the President's services,
particularly of his ability to guide the discussion of sometimes difficult
agenda items smoothly to a conclusion. He thanked him for his work and wished
him every success.

The delegate of the USA heartily endorsed the sentiments of the
previous speakers.
He expressed his esteem of the President on both a
professional and a personal level and commended him warmly.
The delegate of Pakistan gratefully recalled the President's competent
guidance and welcomed his honorary election to the Executive Council.
He
thanked the Secretary-General and the Secretariat, particularly the Documents
Service and the interpreters, for their hard .work throughout the session.
The delegate of Japan congratulated the President on the exemplary
completion of his task during a period of critical situations and conflicts.
The President had been active in producing outstanding solutions and his
guidance had been a major factor in the achievements of the Organization over
the previous eight years.
His future contribution as a member of the
Executive Council would also be of great value. The delegate also thanked the
Secretary-General and the Vice-Presidents for the successful execution of
their duties.
The delegate of Iran thanked the President for his excellent direction
of meetings over the previous eight years. He also extended his thanks to the
Secretary-General, directors, chairmen of committees and Secretariat for their
work during both the ninth financial period and the Tenth Congress.
He
addressed a particular word of appreciation to the Documents Service and the
teams of interpreters. He hoped that all delegates would be satisfied with
the outcome of the session and trusted that the conclusions reached would go
far towards closing the gaps existing between countries.
He stressed the
necessity for Congress decisions to be taken bearing in mind the divine values
of justice, equity and human dignity essential to the salvation of mankind.
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The delegate of Brunei Darussalaam stated that the words of the
preceding speakers reflected the feelings of her delegation.
She considered
it a privilege to belong to RA V, for as such she would continue to work in
close collaboration with the outgoing President and benefit from his
qualities. She concluded by wishing him health and Success.
The
delegate
of
India
considered himself privileged to have
participated in Tenth Congress under the guidance of the President, whose
wisdom and management were legendary, and wished to place on record his
appreciation of his performance and present his best wishes to him and his
family.
The talents of the PresidenL elected to the Executive Council by
acclamation, would continue to be available to the Organization.
He thanked delegations for his own election to the Executive Council,
reiterating the pledge made on the occasion of his election.
He also
congratulated the President and Vice-Presidents elect and expressed his
appreciation to the Secretary-General and his staff for the smooth and
efficient organization of the session.
India and WMO had co-operated fully in the past and the delegate
anticipated a strengthening of the existing bonds.
Finally he thanked
delegates for electing him co-chairman of Committee A and wished them a safe
journey home.
The delegate of Costa Rica was gratified at the successful outcome of
the session, for the programme over the tenth financial period promised to be
a hard

one~

lIe expressed his pleasure at the President's honorary election to

the Executive Council, adding that he had always admired the incredible
experience and meteorological knowledge of the President, a wise and
far-sighted man who had been a great leader in the meteorological community,
and concluded with an expression of thanks.
The delegate of Mexico said that he was greatly honoured to have
participated at Tenth Congress. In retrospect, it would be seen that, despite
the climate of uncertainty prevailing throughout the world, the session had
taken place in a spirit of international collaboration and understanding.
It
had been a forum governed by solidarity, brotherhood, community of interesL
and understanding and turning to advantage of nature.
The President's
leadership during his term of office was an example with which it would be
difficult to compete. He mentioned the affection and respect in which he held
the Secretary-General and expressed his conviction that, over his second term
of office, the Organization would progress still further.
He assured the
Secretary-General and his collaborators of the fullest support of the
Government of Mexico.
The delegate of Bangladesh congratulated the President on the
achievements of the Organization and the success of Tenth Congress under his
leadership. He was leaving the session, he said, hopeful for the future of
meteorology, despite the modesty of the budget approved for the tenth
financial period. He expressed his gratitude to the Secretary-General and the
staff of the Secretariat and his best wishes to the President.
The delegate of Burma, proud to represent a founder Member having
participated at the Washington Convention in 1947, was gratified at the
progress achieved by the Organization since that time, and particularly at the
success of Tenth Congress.
He thanked all delegates for their co-operation
and the Secretariat for the smooth running of the session.
He was pf the
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opinion that the right people - here he made an allusion also to the first
female member of the Executive Council - had been alected to the governing
bodies.
In conclusion, he expressed his thanks to the President and the
Secretary-General.
The deleqate of Portugal congratulated the President on the leadership
and efficiency demonstrated during his two terms of office and on being
elected to the Executive Council, which would allow the Organization to
continue. to benefit from his expertise. He also thanked the Secretary-General
and the Secretariat for the smooth running of Tenth Congress.
The delegate of Senegal stated that the words of all the previous
speakers bore eloquent witness to the President's remarkable success in the
discharging of his duties.
The President had left an indelible impression on
the Organization; through wise reconciliation and dialogue, he had succeeded
in harmonizing the interests of the various Regions in meteorological
development. He congratulated Congress on the adoption of the budget but felt
that the ceiling imposed was the very minimum required for the execution of
the WMO programmes. Ha sympathized fully with Members handicapped by economic
crises and axternal debts but was confident that, with the ratiring President
on the Executive Council and headed by the President elect and the
Secretary-General, the future of the Organization was in excellent hands.
The delegate of Poland voiced his appreciation of the President's
performance. He had observed his competent chairmanship of a committee as far
back as Seventh Congress and noted that his performance remained unchanged.
The experience of the President on the Executive Council would be

to new membars.
their services__

reassuring

He also thanked the Secretary-General and the Secretariat for

The delegate of Uganda commended the President on his leadership of
the Organization and associated himself with the statements of the previous
speakers. He also congratulated the Secretary-General and the newly elected
President, Vice-President and Council members.
He added that his delegation
had approved the budget and that his country would support the WMO programmes
within its available resources.
He thanked all who had contributed to the
success of Tenth Congress.
The delegate of Panama echoed the views of the earlier speakers in
thanking the President, the Secretary-General and his staff. and finally the
interpreters.
Tha delegate of New Zealand associated his delegation with thosa who
had already congratulated the President. the Secratary-General and other
Congress participants. He welcomed the President's election to the Executive
Council, which would be able to benefit from his wise guidance, already much
appreciated by his colleagues in Regional Association V.
.
The delegate of the USSR endorsed the statements already made.
He
drew particular attention to the professionalism of the President;
his
competence, experience and human qualities had always been helpful in seeking
correct solutions and advancing progress.
He wished him good health,
happiness and further success in his activities, and expressed his pleasure at
his continued collaboration with him in the future.
He thanked the
Secretary-General for his work throughout the ninth financial period and for
the preparation and organization of Tenth Congress and the staff of the
Secretariat for their assistance.
He wished all the delegates further
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progress in developing and improving their national Services within the
framework of economic and social development and wished all nations peace on
Earth and a cloudless future.
The delegate of the UK, speaking for all the western European
delegations as well as his own, and for all those who had been unable to take
the floor, thanked the President for his stylish and skilful leadership and
his good humour and conveyed their best wishes for the future.
He also
thanked the Secretary-General and his staff for their efforts, which had
enabled Tenth Congress to be a success.
The Secretary-General, on behalf of the Secretariat, thanked the
delegates for their words of appreciation. He qualified Tenth Congress as a
milestone in the history of the Organization, which was passing through a very
difficult period of financial crisis, as were many countries. The sciences of
meteorology and operational hydrology had nevertheless expanded and Congress
had recognized the necessity for such advances to continue. While it had
taken action to place the Organization's finances on a firm footing, it was
regrettable that it had also considered it necessary to cut the budgetary
provision for the tenth financial period by SFr. 2.5 million, which would
obviously have detrimental effects on projected activities.
Every effort
would nevertheless be made to implement the programmes efficiently.
He
thanked the delegates for their support during Tenth Congress and pledged to
do everything within his power to promote the work of the Organization.
Addressing the President,
collaboration"

the Secretary-General then recalled their

both over the previous four years and during the President I s

chairmanship of the EC Panel of Experts on Education and Training. He said he
had always been impressed by the President's commitment to the aims of the
Organization and by his wisdom in discharging his duties, for which he could
not be too highly praised. Outstanding progress had been achieved during his
Presidency;
he had been an inspiration to those active in the field of
meteorology, reconciling the interests of Meteorological Services with those
of the academic community. He had earned the respect of all, particularly for
his fairness and impartiality.
Finally, speaking for all present, the
Secretary-General expressed deep gratitude for the President's contribution to
the Organization.
The President, on behalf of the Organization, thanked the Swiss and
Genevese authorities for the facilities and services provided for Tenth
Congress, and also the staff of the Secretariat
particularly the
interpreters - whose work behind the scenes had made the session a success.
During his term of office he had valued the friendship, support and willing
co-operation
of
those
with
whom
he
had
worked,
especially
the
Secretary-General, the Vice-Presidents and the Bureau.
Turning to the President elect, he expressed his appreciation of his
competence, potential and willingness and his conviction that the new
President's contribution to the Organization would exceed his own.
The President concluded by saying that his eight years' office had
been a period of satisfaction and fulfilment. He wished the delegates success
in the future and a safe return home, and closed with a pledge to continue to
serve the Organization as long as possible.
He declared the Tenth Meteorological Congress closed at 6.15 p.m.

ANNEX TO THE MINUTES
OF THE THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING
Statement of His Excellency the Ambassador of Chile
The Latin American countries, assembled here in Geneva and forming an informal
organization which we call GRULA, have asked me to state our position as
regards helping to freeze the budget of the Organization in terms of dollars.
This would mean that the contributions of our countries to the Organization
would not go up, in dollars, with respect to the last period.
We wish to place on record that our countries greatly appreciate the work of
WMO and hold the Secretary-General and his staff in high esteem. Our position
is entirely due to the fact that our countries are going through a difficult
financial situation, and at a time when costs and investments are being
drastically limited at the domestic level, we think that the same should be
done in the international field.
We hope, however, that this will be a
temporary situation.
The increase in costs and contributions in dollars is due to circumstances
over which our countries have no control, namely the devaluation of the
dollar. We therefore think that the industrialized countries whose currencies
have been re-valued could perhaps maintain their contributions in their local
currencies which, clearly, would mean larger contributions in terms of dollars.
We know that the proposed budget will not mean increased contributions in
dollars for all the developing countries.
In some cases (including my own
country) it could even mean a small decrease.
But many countries are
affected, and the position of Latin America, in all the international
organizations, is, and will be, that dues should not be increased so long as
the difficult financial period through which we are passing lasts.
In the search for solutions, many suggestions have been made but we think that
it is inappropriate for us - for the present, at least - to go into them in
detail. However, the possibility of decreasing the duration of sessions and
searching for places in which the cost of publications could be reduced has
been mentioned, and it has even been suggested that the Executive Council
should prepare a study on the implications of moving the Secretariat
headquarters to some other country, taking into account the various options.
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APPENDIX, REV. 2
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44

Staff matters
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Agenda
item
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9.4

Secretary-General

Classification of posts

ADD. 1

45

Tropical Cyclone Programme

3.1. 7

Secretary-General

46

Instruments and Methods of
Observation Programme; Report of
the president of CIMO

3.1. 8

Secretary-General

47

Antarctic meteorology

3.7.2

Secretary-General

48

Aeronautical Meteorology Programme;
Report of the president ofCAeM

3.4.2

Secretary-General

49

Staff matters

9.4

Secretary-General

Procedures for appointments of
senior staff
Report of the Executive Council

50

Aeronautical Meteorology Programme;
Report of the president of CAeM

3.4.2

. President of CAeM

Report of the president of CAeM

51

Research and Development Programme

3.3
3.3.03.3.5

Secretary-General
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Research and Development Programme;
Report of the president of CAS

Agenda
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3.3.0

President of CAS

4.3

Secretary-General

2.2

Secretary-General

6

Secretary-General

3.7.1

President of RA IV

General review of the Technical
Co-operation Programme

4.1

Sec retary-Gene ral

Organization and funding of the
Technical Co-operation Programme .

4.4

Long-term planning

7

Report of the president of CAS

53

Voluntary Co-operation Programme
Report on the WMO Voluntary
Co-operation Programme (VCP)
APPENDICES A and B, REV. 1

54

Consolidated report on amendments to
the Technical Regulations
ADD. 1
APPENDIX E, REV. 1

55

Co-operation with the United Nations
and other organizations
ADD. 1

56

Regional activities; Reports of
presidents of regional associations
Report of the president of RA IV

57

58

Analysis of comments received on
the draft Second WMO Long-term Plan
(SLTP)

Secretary-General

LIST OF DOCUMENTS
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Regional activities; Reports of
presidents of regional associations
Report of the president of

60
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item
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III

RA

3.7.1

Submitted
by
President of
RA III

III

Financial matters

9.2

Secretary-General

3.1

Secretary-General

3.7.1

President of

WMO building

61

World Weather Watch Programme
Implementation and further
development of the WWW - specific
items

6Z

. Regional activities; Reports of
presidents of regional associations
Report of the president of

RA

RA I

I

63

Publications Programme

5.2

Secretary-General

64

IMO Lecture and
scientific discussions

12

Secretary-General

65

Regional activities; Reports of
presidents of regional associations

3.7.1

Acting president
of RA VI

Report of the president of

RA

VI

66

Public information

5.4

Secretary-General

67

Regional activities; Reports of
presidents of regional associations

3.7.1

Secretary-General
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Financial matters
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Revision of Financial Regulations
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Submitted by
Australia,
Belgium, Canada,
France, Germany,

Fed. Rep. of,
Italy, Japan,
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ADD. 1
ADD. 2
ADD. 2, APPENDIX, REV. 1

69

World Weather Watch Programme

3.1

President of WMO

10.4

Secretary-Genera1

5.1

Saudia Arabia

10.3

Saudia Arabia

3.1

USSR

9.4

President of the
Staff Committee

Meteorological and hydrological
aspects concerning accidental
release of hazardous materials with
potential transboundary effects
70

Review of the previous
resolutions of Congress

71

Programme support services;
Conference Programme

Timing of WMO meetings

72

Revision of the General Regulations
Use of the Arabic language

73

World Weather Watch Programme
Radioactive contamination of the
environment in the Chernobyl
emergency zone
ADD. 1

74

Staff matters
Conditions of service in the UN
common system
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"PINK" series

First report of the Credentials
Committee

1.5

Financial matters - Financial
Advisory Committee

9.2

President of WMO

Chairman,

Credentials
Committee

REV. 1

3

Organization of the session

1

President of WMO

4

Appointment of the Secretary-General

11.3

Chairman,
Nomination

Committee
5

Second report of the Credentials
Committee

1.5

Chairman,
Credentials
Committee

6

Hydrology and Water Resources
Programme

3.5

Co-chairman,
Committee B

7

Text-processing and computer
support

5.3

Co-chairman,

Election of the President and VicePresidents of the Organization Election of the President

11.1

Election of the President and VicePresident of the Organization Election of the Vice-Presidents

11.1

Appointment of the SecretaryGeneral

11.3

8

9

10

Committee A
Chairman,
Nomination

Committee
Chairman,
Nomination

Committee
President of WMO

LIST OF DOCUMENTS
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Third report of the Credentials
Committee

1.5

12

Tropical Cyclone Programme Instruments and Methods of Observat ion Programme; Report of the
president of CIMO

3.1. 7
3.1. 8

Co-chairman,
Committee B

13

WMO satellite activities

3.1.9

Co-chairman,
Committee B

14

Election of Members of the Executive
Council

11.2

Chairman,

11

Chairman,

Credentials
Committee

Nomination

Committee
15

Fourth report of the Credentials
Committee

1.5

Chairman,
Credentials
Committee

16

World Weather Watch Programme; Report
of the president of CBS; Global DataProcessing System - Global Observing
System - Global Telecommunication
System - WWW Data Management - WWW
Implementation Support Activity WWW Implementation Co-ordination

3.1.0
3.1.13.1. 6

Co-chairman,
Committee B

17

World Climate Impact Studies Programme

3.2.3

Co-chairman,
Committee B

REV. 1

18

World Climate Research Programme

3.2.4

Co-chairman,
Committee B

19

World Climate Programme; Report
of the president of CCI - World
Climate Data Programme - World
Climate Applications Programme

3.2
3.2.0
3.2.1

Co-chairman,
Committee B

REV. 1
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IMO Lecture and scientific
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12

President of WMO

discussions

21

Election of the President and VicePresidents of the Organization

11.1

President of WMO

22

Research and Development Programme;
Report of the president of CAS Programme on short- and medium-range
weather prediction research Programme on long-range forecasting
research - Tropical Meteorology
Research Programme - Environmental
Pollution Monitoring and Research
Programme - Cloud Physics and
Weather Modification Research
Programme

3.3
3.3.0
3.3.13.3.5

Co-chairman ..
Committee B

23

Consolidated report on amendments
to the Technical Regulations

2.2

Co-chairman,
Committee A

24

Antarctic meteorology

3.7.2

Co-chairman,
Committee A

25

Aeronautical Meteorology Programme;
Report of the president of CAeM

3.4.2

Co-chairman,

26

Programme support services;
Conference Programme

5.1

Co-chairman,
Committee A

27

Election and appointments - Election
of the Executive Council

11.2

President of WMO

28

Public information

5.4

Co-chairman,
Committee A

29

Financial matters - WMO building

9.2

Co-chairman,
Committee A

30

Agricultural Meteorology Programme;
Report of the president of CAgM

3.4.1

Co-chairman,

Committee B

Committee B
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31

IMO and WMO Prizes

10.1

Co-chairman,
Committee A

32

Regional activities; Reports of
presidents of regional associations

3.7.1

Co-chairman,
Committee A

REV. 1
33

Co-operation with the United Nations
and other organizations

6

Co-chairman,
Committee A

34

Publications Programme

5.2

Co-chairman,
Committee A

35

Education and Training Programme Education and Training Programme,
overall review - Manpower development
Training activities - Education and
training fellowships - Support to
training events under other Programmes

3.6
3.6.03.6.4

Co-chairman,
Committee A

36

Questions concerning the Convention

10.2

Co-chairman,
Committee A

37

General review of the Technical
Co-operation Programme - Voluntary
Co-operation Programme - Organization
and funding of the Technical Cooperation Programme

4.1
4.3
4.4

Co-chairman,

38

Report of the President of the
Organization

2.1

Co-chairman,
Committee A

39

United Nations Development Programme

4.2

Co-chairman,
Committee A

40

Programme support services;
Conference Programme

5.1

Co-chairman,
Committee A

41

Fifth Report of the Credentials
Committee

1.5

Vice-chairman,
Credentials
Committee

Committee A
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42

Marine Meteorology Programme, IGOSS
and other ocean-related activities;
Report of the president of CMM

3.4.3

Co-chairman,
Committee B

43

Secretary-General's contract

9.5

Co-chairman,
Committee A

44

Financial report of the SecretaryGeneral

9.1

Co-chairman,
Committee A

45

Financial matters - Revision of
Financial Regulations - Change of
the currency unit for budgetary
purposes

9.2

Co-chairman,

46

Staff matters

9.4

47

Long-term planning

7

Committee A

Co-chairman,
Committee A
Co-chairman,

Committee B
48

Financial matters - Revision of
Financial Regulations

49

Consolidated programme and budget
1988-1991 - Financial matters

50

9.2

Co-chairman,
Committee A

8

President of WMO

9.2

Place and date of Eleventh Congress Closure of the session

13

51

Proportional contributions of Members

9.3

Co-chairman,
Committee A

52

Revision of the General Regulations

10.3

Co-chairman,
Committee A

53

Review of the previous resolutions
of Congress

10.4

Co-chairman,
Committee A

President of WMO

14
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54

Consolidated programme and budget
1988-1991

Agenda
item

8

Submitted
by

Co-chairman,
Committee B

