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FOURTH CONGRESS
Geneva~

1 - 27 April 1963

MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING
1 April 1963 at 11.00 a.m.

The meeting opened at 11.10 a.m.

1.

Opening of the session (Agenda item 1,1)

The President of the Organization, Mr. Andre Viaut, declared the
Fourth Congress of the World Meteorological Organization open. Were
present the two Vice~Presldents of WOOO, Mr. L. de Azcarraga and
Mr. M.F. Taha. The President welcomed the following distinguished guests
and representatives who were also present on the platform :

P.P. Spinelli

Representative of the Secretary-General
of the United Nations Organization

H.P. Tschud1

Conseiller federal and representative
of the Conse!l federal suisse

C. Duchemin

President of the Conse!l d'Etat of the
Republic and Canton of Geneva

R. Stoessel

President of the Grand Conse!l

L. Billy

Vice-President of the Conseil administratif

M. Thevoz

Secretary of the Conseil municipal

J. Eger

Procureur general

P. Dorolle

Deputy Director-General of the
Health Organization

M.B. Sarwate

Vice-Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union

F. Schnyder

High Commissioner for Refugees

V. Velebit

Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Europe

World
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Chef du Proto cole of the International

D.F. Famaian

Labour Offioe

Representative of the International

G.J.W. Oddie

Civil Aviation Organization
The following addresses were delivered by the persons indicated

below
1.1

§p~e.£h_b~

!ir.:-

§.p!n~l!.i.L !..eE.r~s~~a!.i'y'e_o! !.h~ §.e.£r~t~r;r-Qe~e£a!

.£.f_t.!!.e_U£i!es!'!ia!i~n~

lIlt is my pleasure to welcome you to the Palais des Nations and
in so doing to bring you greetings and wishes for a successful Congress
from the Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant.
If Most of your agenda is highly technical and I would exaggerate
if I said that we will follow in detail all that you have to say on

these themes. Nevertheless, the importance of a scientific understanding of the atmosphere to those economic and social questions that are
the concern of the United Nations can hardly be over-estimated. We
who live in Europe have been forcibly reminded of this by the very
obvious economic consequences of an unusually severe winter.
liThe relevance of meteorology to economic development is seen
most clearly in its contribution to the ease and safety of transport
and communications. However l each one of you could add other instances, less direct perhaps, but none the less important. I believe
that these links are often better understood by you than by the social
scientists; it may be that you have here an educational as well as a
deliberative function.
nAIl mankind benefits from scientific advance .. but in recent years
international attention has been focused on those benefits tha~ affect
particularly the developing countries. As you know l the General Assembly has designated the present decade as the United Nations Development
Decade .. and we will follow with special interest the contribution that
WMO will be able to make to the success of this enterprise.
IIWi thin this general framework of the Development Decade .. a very
important place is giveh to hydrology .. a major activity of WMO I and
also one in which WMO collaborates closely with other organizations in
the United Nations family.
uWhen I say that we look forward to the impact of your debates at
this Congress on the Development Decade we do sal of course l encouraged
by the record of what WMO has already done. I need refer to only two
instances - your rapidly growing programme of technical co-operation ..
and your distinguished contribution to the recent United Nations
Conference on the Application of Science and Technology.
"Finally I need hardly add that U Thant is most grateful for the
prominence given in your agenda to two major subjects concerning which
the United Nations had made specific requests for the collaboration of
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the World Meteorological Organization. I refer, of course, to the
peaceful uses of outer space, and to the monitoring of atmospheric
radioactivity.
"I will end by expressing the hope that you will find in Geneva,
in the Palais des Nations .. and in its new and beautiful neighbour,
your own building, a setting in which your stay will be both pleasant
and frui tfuJ.. II

1. 2

~~e.Q.h_b.;t ~.r..:... !s~~d!,_F~d~r.§:l._C.Q.U£c.:!:.l.!o£. .!:eE.r~s~n!iE.g_~e_S~i~s

Federal Council
-------"Mr. President of the World Meteorological Organization,

Mr. Secretary-General of the World Meteorologioal Organization,
Mr. President of the Government of Geneva ..
Mr. Mayor, ladies and gentlemen,
IrThe World Meteorological Organization, which starts its Fourth
Congress today in the presence of delegates from a hundred and twenty
Governments 1 wished the Swiss authorities to be associated with this
inaugural meeting.
"As Head of the Department of Internal Affairs l to which the
Swiss Meteorological Service is attached 3 I have the honour and
pleasure, on behalf of the Federal Council1 to welcome you cordially
to my country, which is well known to all of you, since it is the home
of your Secretariat.
III am glad to know that your co-ordinating work has progressed,
in the fine building opened three years ago in the presence of my
colleague, the present President of the Swiss Confederation, in a
climate particularly favourable to a science which has innumerable
functions affecting the fate of mankind.
lIWi thout going over the history of the International Meteorological Organization, which was one of the oldest international bodies, on
a par with the Universal Postal Union and the International Red Cross
Committee, I recall that in 1947 the Washington Convention transformed
it into an intergovernmental organization. At that time the Swiss
delegation 3 taking up the 1935 Warsaw decisions of the directors of
meteorological institutes 3 made a firm offer of hospitality to the
organization, inviting it to establish its Headquarters in Switzerland.
I am delighted that you accepted that offer at the First Congress of
WMO, held in Paris in 1951. You may rest assured that we shall continue
to do everything we can to promote the development of your Institution.
"During the last twelve years the World Meteorological Convention
has proved its worth as a basis for scientific and practical collaboration. It rests on a century of experience in the exchange of observations and of the teachings of eminent scientists. A few minor points
in the Convention may come up for discussion at this session~ but the
presence of many new Members can only foster a climate of discussion
favourable to the improvement of technical and administrative procedures.
I am thinking particularly of the part that meteorology must play in

4
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the developing countries. We in Switzerland are following this movement very closely and we have already made a contribution by sending
experts to many countries: moreover we now have in our midst students
who have come here to be trained in the European school.
liThe demands made on WMO by States and by

private interests

are

becoming steadily heavier; but we note that in recent years you have
made admirable progress in the search for solutions to problems affecting water resources, the improvement of arid regions and of areas in
the humid zone, the exploration of the upper atmosphere, weather
forecasting and many other aspects of atmospheric physics.
"Financial assistance from the United Nations has enabled you to

send an impressive number of experts into those regions less favoured
by nature, to help establish the observation networks essential to
agriculture, urban life, aviation, maritime navigation and technical
development in general.
liThe International Geophysical Year, which from 1957 to 1959
greatly increased our knowledge of, among other things, atmospheric
movements and of the tracking of storms and climatic variations, is a
striking example of the completely disinterested work that scientists
can perform. In 1964 the IGY will be followed up by work in connexion
with a complicated field of topical research, the Quiet Sun. Some of
your Members have already made great sacrifices for the systematic
exploration of these high altitudes by meteorological satellites. This
work has been completely successful. Not only are these instruments
accurately defining the great cloud systems of both hemispheres; they
are also revealing the origin of the great depressions which affect
the weather and of secondary events such as thunderstorms, tornadoes
and cyclones. They are improving the information required for aviation
over vast expanses of sea and polar areas where it would be impossible
to ~aintain sufficiently dense networks of observation stations.
"But the satellites will be
equipped to give us a continuous
constant - the heat reaChing the
enabling us to solve the problem

even more fruitful when they are
trace of fluctuations of the solar
boundary of the atmosphere - and so
of forecasting.

IIOnce we can tell what the' weather will be like a few months or
even a year ahead, the implications for economics and the food supply
will be invaluable.
IIForecasting so far ahead can be of immense benefit to mankind.
I therefore warmly welcome the progress achieved by your science and
I have every confidence in the meteorologists. Yet I still think it
will be enough if you keep on improving your observations of atmospheric phenomena. I think it is fortunate that man does not make his
own weather. If he did, the weather would not be much better than it
is and, in any case it would always be impossible to please everybody.
nAs in parliamentary life, much of your work is done in commissions and working groups. To the layman, the range of subjects you
have to deal with is astonishing: climatology, radiation I synoptic
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meteorology, civil and maritime aviation, agronomy, hydrology, aerology,
radiometeorology, pollution and many other matters. The number of
scientists on your strength, distinguished though they are for their
public spirit, 1s necessarily restrictedj yet a perusal of your innumerable publications, Guides, Teaching Manuals and Technical Notes
and of your attractive Bulletin and general information documents is
reason for congratulation on the immense amount of work that has been
done.
IIIn order to ratify all the work done during the four-year admin-

istrative period now ending, Congress will have to consider many legal
matters; moreover, these concern your relations with the United
Nations. You will also be discussing new tasks arising from the use
of atomic energy, the standardization of units, oceanographical projects, climatic changes, staff training and other subjects arising
from the review of your administrative machinery - an essential task
wherever there is intergovernmental co-operation.
liThe \'MO is developing apace. There will certainly be pitfalls
in its path, for its financial resources are modest. I have no doubt
that this basic question will be the subject of benevolent discussion
by the government representatives attending your proceedings here.
Communities, in recognizing unreservedly the great value of scientific
research as a basis for human progress and well-being, must give full
assistance to the scientists' work.
IIMr. President, ladies and gentlemen, meteorologists of all countries, irrespective of language, religion or colour, are inspired by
a magnificent spirit of co-operation. I am sure that the contacts made
through scientific research and the study of the practical applications
of meteorology will help to bring nations together. These contacts
help in overcoming mistrust, jealousy and hatred and in reviving and
strengthening mutual esteem and understanding. Any kind of international co-operation is therefore a service to peace. The SWiss
people hope to make themselves useful in maintaining an atmosphere
propitious to great inter.national congresses and important international
organizations. Our smaJ.l neutral country wholeheartedly supports
efforts which contribute to the maintenance and consolidation of peace.
liOn behalf of the Federal Council, I wish you success in your work
and I hope that after this exceptionally severe winter the coming spring
will leave you with excellent memories of Geneva and of Switzerland. 11

1.3

§p~e.£h_bK Qr.:... Qo.!:.o!I~,_D!:..p~t~ Qi.!:.e.£.tE..r=-G!:..n!:..r~l_o!
Q.r.£8:!!.i~a!i£n

!,.h!:.. }fo.£ls!

.!!e~l!h

"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General 3 ladies and gentlemen,
"Once again I am well aware of the honour of being asked to say
a few words as representative of the World Health Organization at the
opening of the World Meteorological Congress. My pleasure in that
honour is marred only by regret at having to tell you that, although
our Director-General very much wanted to aJ.ter his itinerary so as to
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be with you again, as he was four years agol he was unable to do so.
Odd though it may seem, the WMO and WHO have much in common. True,
your Organization, like ours and like all United Nations bodies, is an
institution composed of Member States. But in practice, both at
conferences and in day-to-day relations, the work is done at the level
of the national meteorological services in your case and of the
national health authorities in our case. This puts our two organizations on a similar footing and makes for better understanding. Your
meetings are meetings of experts on meteorology, ours of experts on
health, and there is always more likelihood of understanding and agreement among experts and technicians, irrespective of political,ideological and cultural differences.
I1Moreover~ the activities of our two organizations converge.
'TIle
last speaker mentioned the importance of WMO in hydrological studies.
These interest us from the humbler and more modest standpoint, if you
like, of the consumer, for our organization is engaged in an everexpanding programme of studies on the supply of drinking water to commQ~ities, and on this score - it is only one example of many - we have
enjoyed the effective, accurate and indispensable co-operation of WMO
in the farthest corners of the world. In Afghanistan we are studying
the problem of using the Kabul River to bring drinking water to the
town. Your organization had collected data for the completely different purposes of civil aviation. You immediately gave us, on the
spot, information which greatly accelerated our work. That is only
one example. There are many other instances of your assistance.
Whether the problem in hand concerned arid zones, the utilization of
water resources or some other matter, they showed tha~however remote
from each other our organizations may seem to be, we have many common
interests. Again, we use the same techniques. You use them to look
at the clouds and study atmospheric space; we use them when, in our
concern with man, with human suffering and the causes of premature
death, we, like you, proceed from a basis of precise observations
patiently collected. We are under the obligation to make patient
statistical analyses of these observations and of the trends they
reveal. Basically, we are working along the same lines in fields which
may appear very different and that, Sir, is why we find your SecretaryGeneral a man with whom, as my Director_General said four years ago, it
is a great pleasure to work.

I1The last speaker gave you a striking picture of the contribution
that technical collaboration could make, apart from its technical value,
to the possibilities of better international relations. We firmly
believe in the truth of what he said; we know it from experience, as
you do, Quietly, discreetly, at innumerable meetlngs barely intelligible to the common man, we provide an opportunity for scientists
from allover the world to realize that, on essentials, after all, they
are thinking along the same lines; if I may repeat the wovds, quietly
and discreetly your Organization and mine are doing a great deal for
world peace.
IIThank you. n
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rrMr. President .. Mr. Secretary-General" distinguished delegates to
the Fourth World Meteorological Congress.. honourable guests.. ladies and
gentlemen,

nIt is with the greatest pleasure that I bring to you the greetings and best wishes of the International Telecommunication Union
and its Administrative Council which is meeting in Geneva at present.
WMO is one of the international organizations of the United Nations
family with which rru has always maintained the closest relation in
view o~ the importance that meteorology and telecommunications are
playing in our life on this planet. With almost every balloon and
every radiosonde, there goes hand in hand a companion in the form of
a means of telecommunication which provides the invisible but necessary link with the earth.

liThe interests of WMO and of ITU are not related only to the use
of telecommunication for the collection 3 the centralization and the
dissemination of meteorological informati0n but also in the field of
scientific study and research. For instance it is with the greatest
interest ~8at the specialists of radio propagation in the rru follow
the work carried out by the meteorologists in the study of the physics
of the upper atmosphere.
"An outstanding example of the close co-operation with which WMO
and ITU study aspects of science, research and investigation of common
interest was the very successful outcome of the International Geophysical Year. Very soon 3 the scientists over the world will be observing
the International Years of the Quiet Sun, a subject of equal interest
to both the meteorologists and telecommunication engineers. However 3
the field that is likely to dominate most the coming decade is the
field of space research and development. This is a field in which
meteorology and telecommunications have to play an increasingly leading role in order to bring the benefits of researches into the unknown
to the people of this planet. With the growing demand that mankind
is making on the practical applications of meteorology and telecommunications 3 there is no doubt that the role to be played by your eminent
organization "lOuld be of the utmost importance to people allover the
world. In this role, ITU would be most heartily associated so that
the fruits of your efforts may be available to all.

"Mr. President, may I once again, on behalf of the ITU, wish this
Assembly great success in its deliberations. II

1.5

Address by Mr. Oddie, representative of the International Civil
- -- - - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - --

KvlaIi~n=OEg~Iz~Io~

"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, ladies and gentlemen:
itA World Meteorological Congress is always an important event for
aviation. This Congress is especially interesting because of two particular proposals it will consider.
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"The first is for the establishment of a number of' observing sta-

tions in order to reduce the worst gaps in the networks.
"The second is the proposed world weather watch \Older

which

a

system of data processing and forecasting centres - with associated
telecommunications facilities - would be established which would eventually allow all countries of the world to profit from the recent
developments in meteorological satellites and numerical forecasting
techniques.
IIIf some way could be f01.Uld to achieve the intent of these propo-

sals there can be little doubt that aviation would derive significant
benefits in the form of improved forecasts - and this would of course
apply also to innumerable other human activities.
"I have singled out what seem to me to be the most exciting of
the matters to be discussed. However, the documentation on other subJects also suggests to an outsider like myself that the next few years
may well see unprecedented activity and progress in world meteorology.
"It is therefore with the utmost Sincerity and enthusiasm that,
on behalf of the Secretary~General of the International Civil Aviation
Organization, I wish Fourth Congress all possible success in its work.
"perhaps I may add that it is a great pleasure for me to be
present at a meeting at which so many interesting and important matters
are to be discussed and at which I also have the opportunity of renewing many old acquaintances and making new ones - and of talking shop
with fellow meteorologists from allover the world."
1. 6
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"Mr. Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Mr. Federal Councillor, representatives of the specialized agenCies,
representatives of the cantonal and local authorities, ladies and
gentlemen,
liMy first duty this morning is to thank the speakers who have
already addressed us. I wish to say how much I have appreciated their
speeches, so friendly and helpful to this Organization, which is especially dear to me. Their presence here is the best evidence of the
close ties that have formed among the various institutions of the
United Nations family.

liMy speCial thanks are due to the European Office of the Un! ted
Nations and to its Director, Mr. Spinelli, for all the facilities
granted to us in the Palais des Nations building. This is the third
time we have enjoyed this hospitality for our Congress and I am sure
that we shall appreciate all these facilities as we have in the past,
and perhaps, because of the new arrangements, even more than before.
"I am delighted to see so many delegates present. Many are old
friendS of mine, whom I have met on many occasions in all parts of the
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world. Firm bonds have been cemented among these veterans of the WMO;
these bonds have been created through love of our work and unavoidable
differences have never managed to loosen them. There are many newcomers tOOl taking part in a WMO Congress for the first time. I am
happy to see them here and I am sure that they will easily fit into
the friendly team formed by meteorologists from all parts of the world.
Cordially and sincerely I hid you all welcome.
IIFour years ago, opening the Third Meteorological Congress

from

this very platform, I expressed pleasure at finding that the list of
Members had attained the respectable figure of one hundred. Since 1959
many events have altered the appearance of our globe. The attainment
of independence by numerous countries, particularly in Africa, is one
of the most striking events of that period. As your President, I am
delighted to note that most of the new countries have signed the Convention of the World Meteorological Organization and that their
delegates are present here today. This large addition of new wellwishers has brought the list of Members of the Organization up to 120.
I am sure that those countries which have so far been too busy with
other urgent tasks to have time to notice the importance of meteorology
will soon do so and that they too will come and swell our ranks.
II Another feature of the period which has just elapsed has been the
lightning developments in science and technology, which have enabled,
or soon will enable meteorology to take immense strides forward. The
comparatively recent advent of artificial satellites has provided meteorologists in particular with an additional instrument of investigation,
of inestimable value, the implications of which are probably still not
fully realized.
"Endless possibilities are now emerging for the use of meteorological data of all kinds, both for practical purposes and in research, as
a result of the steady development of electronic computers in recent
years.
liThe prospects for meteorologists are, therefore, increasingly
bright, as the role of meteorology in most human activities is becoming more and more generally recognized. The United Nations Economic
and Social Development Decade will, I hope, help those governmental
authorities which may still have some doubts on this matter to acknowledge the truth I have just mentioned.
IIAgainst this background it is becoming more and more essential
that the World Meteorological Organization, which is steadily expanding, should fulfill the tasks envisaged under its Convention, including the promotion of world co-operation among meteorological services,
the encouragement of meteorology applied to many different human activities and the promotion of meteorological research and instruction.
liThe modest specialized agency whose Convention was drafted
in Washington in 1947 and which came into existence in 1950 has in a
relatively short time become an organization on which the United Nations,
the other specialized agencies and numerous international organizations,
governmental or non-governmental, now rely.
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"Time and again the General Assembly of the United Nations has
turned to the World Meteorological Organization~ particularly in
connexion with outer space. Co-operation with other international
organizations, too, has increased; with UNESC0 3
in connexion with
hydrology and oceanog~aphy; with the International Atomic Energy

Agency, in connexion with precautions against radioactivitYi with the
International Civil Aviation Organization, for the purpose of improving high-altitude forecasting techniques; with the International
Council of Scientific Unions, after the International Geophysical Year,
in connexion with preparations for the Years of the Quiet Sun. And
these are only a few examples among many.
"If we had to find a symbol for this· growth of WMO I could easily
give you one. Four years ago our Organization was still installed
precariously in huts near the Palais. Since 196o~ thanks to full
assistance from the Swiss authorities and those of the Canton of Geneva~
it has had at its disposal a magnificient building of modern design~
fitting into the layout of the Place des Nations. For the last three
years our Executive Committee and numerous working groups and panels
of experts have been able to hold their meetings there in the same
building as the Secretariat.
II I should not like to end wi th01it paying a tribute
to the hard
work which has been done by our Secretary-General and to the organizational ability he has shown~ effectively assisted by the Deputy
Secretary-General and supported by a tried and devoted staff. These
eight years of confident and friendly co-operation with Mr. Davies give
me the right to say that, if the Organization has been able to keep
pace with the events I mentioned a few moments ago, it is because of
its good fortune in having at the head of its Secretariat a clear-minded,
dynamic personality who has never spared himself in its service.

111 do not want to take up your time, for we have a great deal to
do in a fairly short time. 1 am sure that the spirit of mutual understanding which inspires all meteorologists will help us in this.
liOn that note of confidence 1 shall end, wishing all delegates
good heart for the work they will start this afternoon and success in
the proceedings of the Fourth Congress during the coming weeks. II
The meeting rose at 11.50 a.m.

11

MINUTES OF TIlE SECOND PLENARY MEETING

1 April 1963, at 3.00 p.m.

The meeting opened at 3.10 p.m.
2.

Establishment of a Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.2)

The President pointed out that the question should be settled
in such a way as to ensure that the credentials of delegates and observers
were properly examined. He suggested adopting a procedure similar to
that which had been followed at Third Congress. Nevertheless, in view of
the increase in the number of Members of the Organization, he proposed,
acting in agreement with the officers of the Organization, to increase
the number of members of the Credentials Committee from nine to eleven.
Further, in order to take account of the general aspect of the regional
associations and their composition, the officers proposed that the Credentials Committee should be composed as follows:

3 members for Regional Association I
2 members for Regional Association II
1 member for Regional Association III
1 member for Regional Association IV
1 member for Regional Association V
3 members for Regional Association VI.
As regards the Representatives who would belong to the committee,
the officers of the Organization submitted the following proposal:
For Regional Association I
For Regional Association II
For
For
For
For

Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional

Association
Association
Association
Association

III
IV

V
VI

Chad, Libya, Nigeria
Japan, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
Chile
United States of America
New Zealand
Belgiwn, Czechoslovakia, Spain.

As the proposal encountered no opposition, the Credentials Committee was established as indicated above.
The President asked the members of the committee to meet after
the plenary meeting in Room XI in order to elect its chairman, to enable
it to commence its work immediately.

2..

Approval of the Agenda (Agenda item 1.4)
(Docs. Cg-IV/l and Add. 1)

At the President's request the
amendments.

agenda

was

approved

without

The President recalled that Members had the right to add during
the session any item which might be considered necessary.
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Mr. Doporto (Ireland) pointed out that according to the Journal
of the Congress the intention appeared to be to discuss in a plenary
meeting 3 before sending them to the working committees, only items 5.1
and 6.3 of the agenda. He proposed that item 3.1 regarding amendments
to the WMO Convention should also be discussed in a plenary meeting
before being sent to the appropriate working committees.
The President said that the question would be submitted to the
Co-ordinating Committee for suitable action to be taken.

4.

Establishment of committees (Agenda item 1.5)

The President proposed to follow the same procedure as at Third
Congress, and to have only three committees which had become traditional:
the Committee on Administrat1v:e and Financial Questions, the Committee on
Technical Questions and the Committee on General and Legal Questions.
The proposal was approved without opposition.
The President then explained the proposals of the officers of
the Organization concerning the distribution of the agenda items between
the three committees
Item 2.1

After preliminary discussion in a
plenary meeting to the three committees, the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions reporting to a
plenary meeting;

Items 2.2 and 2.3

After preliminary discussion in a
plenary meeting to the three committees, the Committee on Technical Questions reporting to a plenary meeting;

Item

2.4

After preliminary discussion in a
plenary meeting to the Committee on
Administrative and Financial Questions,

Items 3.1 to 3.7

To the Committee on General and Legal
Questions}

Item 3.8

To the three committees, the Committee
on Administrative and Financial Questions reporting to a plenary meeting;

Item 4

To the Committee on Administrative and
Financial Questions;

Item 5

To the Committee on Technical Questions;

Item 6

To the Committee on Administrative and
Financial Questions]
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Item 7

To the Nomination Committee, then
a plenary meeting;

Item 8

To a plenary meeting.

to

The President recalled that preliminary general discussions would
take place in plenary meetings on items 5.1 and 6.3 which were covered by

document Cg-IV/7.
All the proposals were adopted without opposition.

4.2

Co-ordination Committee
------------

The President recalled that Regulation 26 of the General Regulations defined the role of the Co-ordination Committee, which was composed
of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Organization, the chairmen
of the three working committees and the Secretary-General and the Deputy
Secretary-General. The Co-ordination Committee would meet only when the
chairmen of the working committees were designated.

The President thought that, in the light of the experience of
previous Congresses, it did not seem desirable to establish a drafting
committee for this Congress.
It was so decided.

4.4

Nomination Committee
----------

The President proposed to wait for a few days before setting up
the committee~ in view of the fact that all delegates had not arrived.
He suggested however that~ as at Third Congress~ the committee should
consist of twelve principal delegates and that the geographical distribution should be taken into account in its composition. In view of the
increase in the Members of the Organization, he suggested that the following composition might be adopted :
For
For
For
For
For
For

Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional

Association
Association
Association
Association
Association
Association

I
- 3 representatives
II - 2 representatives
III - 2 representatives
IV - 1 representative
V
- 1 representative
VI - 3 representatives

The proposal was adopted without discussion.
The nomination of the principal delegates who would
committee would take place later.

form

the
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The President explained the proposals of the officers of the
Organization. It was proposed to follow the same time-table as at the
Third Congress: from Monday to Friday, morning meetings from 9.30 a.m.
to 12.30 p.m.; afternoon meetings from 2.30 to 5.30 p.m. As regards
Saturday mornings it was proposed to leave them to the discretion of the
chairmen of the working committees to enable them to organize either the
work of their committee or the work of certain working groups. If necessary there could also be plenary meetings on Saturday mornings, but in
that case the meetings would be from 9.00 to 11.00 a.m.
The President recalled that chairmen of committees may always
request meetings at other times, He mentioned that possibility particularly in view of the very long interruption which would be caused by
the Easter holidays and also in view of the short meetings of Regional
Associations III and IV which were to take place during the Congress.
The President thought that it would be advisable to hold the meeting of
RA IlIon Friday 12 April~ commencing at 9.00 a.m.
The time-table of work was approved.
(See also paragraph 13)

2'

Report by the President of the Organization (Agenda item 2.1)

(Doc. Cg-IV!79)
The President recalled that his report was contained in document
Cg-IV/79 and said that he also wished to draw attention to certain points
that seemed to him of particular importance~ and a few other points which
it was not possible to mention in his report at the time of its preparation. He again extended a cordial welcome to the delegates~ especially
to those of the twenty new Members of the Organization. He expressed the
hope that other new Members would be welcomed during the coming weeks, in
particular Cyprus, Algeria, Uganda and Somalia.
Before mentioning the activities of the Executive Committee dealt
with in paragraph 5 of the document, the Preside.1.t paid a tribute to the
memory of Mr. Dwyer, who had prematurely died after having given effective
support to the Organization. He also expressed thanks to all members of
the Executive Committee, including those who-had retired during the past
financial period.
In connexion with paragraph 5.3.1 of his report he pointed out
that the Executive Committee had sometimes been handicapped in its work
by budgetary difficulties. He thought that account should be taken of
such difficulties in order to avoid a repetition thereof in the next
financial period. The President recalled that the Executive Committee had
had to deal with various new activities mentioned in paragraph 5.3.2 of
his report.
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Another important task of the Executive Committee had been the
overall study of the Convention, in accordance with the decisions of the
Third Congress. The thorough examination carried out during the four
preceding years would lead to some modifications which would also involve

changes in the General Regulations.
The work accomplished by the regional associations and technical
commissions was referred to in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the report. The
President thanked the preSidents of the constituent bodies for having
voluntarily devoted part of their time to carrying out successfully their
international task. He also thanked the countries whiCh had generously
offered to organize the sessions of these bodies. He expressed the hope
that the number of such countries would increase in futUre as a result of
the new decisions which the Congress should agree to adopt as regards
assistance to be furnished to host countries. The President thought that
the new arrangements would permit a better distribution of the meetings
in order to avoid difficulties such as those which had arisen in 1962~
when three regional associations and three technical commissions had held
their sessions.
The President paid a tribute to the untiring work of all the
personnel of the Secretariat under the firm authority of the SecretaryGenera1 3 actively supported by the Deputy Secretary-General, both of them
being able to count on the efficient work of the Chiefs of Divisions. He
felt sure that the Congress as a whole would associate itself with that
tribute, which was all the more merited in that the Secretariat had had
to perform its task with means which had proved to be increasingly insufficient to keep pace with the growing responsibilities of the Organization in new fields.
In paragraph 12 (Peaceful uses of outer space) the President
praised the promptness with which the Organization had adopted and published the first report requested from it by the United Kations. This
report had already been examined 3 not merely by the United Nations 3 but
also by the Members of the Organization and by the Panel of Experts on
Artificial Satellites and by the Working Group on Research Aspects of
Meteorological Satellites, both of which had been created by the EXecutive
Committee. The panel and the group had met too recently for the
President's report to take note of their conclusions~ but the latter were
embodied in documents Cg-IV/86 and 87. The panel and the group had expressed themselves as being in favour of the establishment of an advisory
committee, about which Congress would come to a decision. The various
steps proposed were surrunarized in document Cg-IV/88, which also touches
on the financial aspects of implementation of these steps.

The President observed that the plan for the world-wide network
of meteorological stations (paragraph 13) was bound up with the plan for
utilization of meteorological satellites discussed in paragraph 12. There.
more funds were needed, it appeared 3 and Congress should decide whence
they were to be obtained.
The need for co-ordinating meteorological research at the international level had become more and more apparent; working groups had been
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established, first in the Commission for Aerology, then in the Executive
Committee, following on the advent of meteorological satellites. The
President considered that the Organization should look further ahead and
that there, too, the advisory committee could, assisted by a larger
Secretariat, become the co-ordinating body required.
Professional training problems had become wider in scope. A substantial beginning had been made and a first synthesis had been drawn up
by Professor Van Mieghem in his excellent reports which had been examined
by the Executive Committee at its last session and submitted to Members
of the Organization. The reports, having received finishing touches,
would shortly appear in a Technical Note which could serve as guidance in
respect of training at different levels. However, the work so far done
in that field must not only be continued but, in all probability,
amplified.
The President then pointed out a slight inaccuracy in paragraph
16.1 (A) of his report
the word IIBudget ll was not quite correct, for
the sums involved had been placed at the disposal of WMO by the United
Nations Teclmical Assistance Board under the Expanded Programme. In this
connexion, the President observed that, while $ 446,000 had been provided
under the Expanded Programme in 1959, the figure would be around $ 900,000
in 1963. This was, to a large extent, due to the work and perseverance
of the Chief of the WMO Teclmical Assistance Unit.
The President laid particular stress on the budgetary estimates
discussed in paragraph 17 of the report. When the report had been written,
the conclusions of the Panel of Experts on Artificial Satellites and the
Working Group on Research Aspects of Meteorological Satellites had not yet
been made known or studied. So, after those conclusions had been examined,
the Secretary-General had had to add supplementary estimates (see document
Cg-IV/88). Similarly, the percentages in the last sub-paragraph of 17.1
should be changed: the overall increase would thus be 72 per cent instead of 58 per cent, while the annual increase would be 12 per cent instead of 10 per cent. Those figures appeared to be high, but the President
emphasized that there was nothing surprising about them, for they did not
differ greatly from the real increase in the budget as between the Second
and Third Fin~cial Periods, which was 68 per cent.
There being no comments, the President's report was passed on to
the committees whose task it was to examine it.
The Secretary-General thanked the President for his kind words
about the work done by the Secretariat. He expressed profound gratitude
on behalf of the Secretariat and on his own behalf for the President's
continued interest in the work of the Secretariat as well as for the help
given by him on many occasions. His thanks also went to all the members
of the President's office.
(See also paragraph 41).
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6.

Reports by presidents of regional associations (Agenda item 2.2)

Mr. RamanisariYQ (president of Regional Association I) introduced
his report contained in the above-mentioned document. The report mentioned
the various activities of RA I since its third session held at Addis Ababa
in 1962 and dealt with the activities of the working groups and the progress achieved in the various countries in the Region. Mr. Ramanisarivo
thanked the Secretary-General for the assistance given to the association
and its president.
As there were no other comments, the report by the president
Regional Association I was referred to the working committees.

of

Mr. Giovannelli (president of Regional Association V) introduced
his report contained in the above-mentioned documentl which reviewed the
activities of RA V since Third Congress I and drew attention to the various
resolutions and recommendations adopted during the third session of the
association, held at Noumea in November 1962. Without going into details,
the speaker touched on the main points of his report.
No comments being made, the report by the president of RA V was
referred to the working committees.
6.3

Jie£o£t_b.:[ !h~ £r~sld!:,n! £f_R!:,glo£a! !s2..0.£.i~t!o£
(Doc. Cg-IV/76)

yI

Mr. Nyberg (president of Regional Association VI) introduced his
report contained in the above-mentioned docwnent, which described most of
the activities undertaken by the association since Third Congress.
He reported on some new developments since the report was drafted.
In the field of telecommunications, he mentioned the meeting of the Work-

ing Group on Meteorological Transmissions held a short time before in
Paris, at which a new plan had been worked out with a view to achieving
more rapid and more rational exchanges of meteorological data. The plan
will be examined by the regional association. If it were approved, a
great step forward would have been taken and Mr. Nyberg considered that
the progress achieved by the Working Group on Meteorological Transmissions
under the leadership of Mr. Leclercq was worthy of note.
The Working Group on Requirements in Connexion with the Exchange
of Meteorological Information by Facsimile had also met in Paris, under
the chairmanship of Dr. Schweitzer, and had worked out a plan aimed at
the establishment of five regional centres responsible for serving the
whole Region in connexion with facsimile cards.
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The speaker then stressed the importance of meetings such as the
Regional Seminar on Statistical Forecasting, held in Paris in October
1962, and the International Symposium on Numerical Forecasting that had
just taken place in Oslo. The results of these highly successful meetings will appear in the publications of WMO.

There being no further comments, the report by the president of
RA VI was referred to the working committees.
(See also next meeting)
The meeting rose at 4.20 p.m.
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2 April 1963, at 9.30 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.40 a.m.
6.

Reports by presidents of regional associations (continued)
(Agenda item 2.2)

6.4

(cg-Iv7Doc-: 107)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

Report by the president of Regional Association IV

Mr. Reichelderfer (president of Regional Association IV) submitted
the report contained in document Cg-IV/I07. He first drew attention to
the fact that although the Region extended from the poles to the tropics 3
only two Members had their territory situated north of the tropics; the
other twelve Members were all in the tropical zone. That accounted for
the special importance which the association attached to tropical meteorology and all the problems associated with it : for example 3 the extension
of ground radar observations for the detection of storms~ hurricanes and
tornadoes and the improvement of the telecommunications networks necessary
for the exchange of meteorological information~ including hurricane
warnings.
All those questions, relating to tropical meteorology, were the
particular concern of the Eastern Caribbean Hurricane Committee under the
chairmanship of Dr. A. Bruinenberg. The president referred to one of the
interesting developments in the Region in the last few years, namely the
decision of the five Central American Republics to hold regular meetings
for the purpose of solving their equipment and organizational problems on
a multilateral basis.
He recalled that it had not been possible to arrange a session of
the association during the period under review, but said that arrangements
had been made for a meeting to take place in Geneva during Congress. A
number of important points had already emerged, which would affect the
development of meteorology and its potential role in RA IV. They were
listed in paragraph 5.8 of the report.
The President thanked the president of RA IV and proposed
the report be passed to the working committees for study.

that

It was so decided.
(See also paragraph 10)

'L

Reports by presidents of technical commissions (Agenda item 2.3)
Report by the president of the Commission for Synoptic Meteorology
------&-------------------------(Doc. Cg-IV/70)

Mr, Sen (president of the Commission for Synoptic Meteorology)
submitted the-;;port contained in document Cg-IV/70.
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He briefly reviewed the work of the Conunission during the period
between Third Congress and the third session of the Commission and mentioned the more important items :

The inauguration of a northern hemisphere exchange system;
The world-wide dissemination of data obtained from meteorological
satellites;
The production and publication of a number of Technical Notes.

had
the
the
had

Since the third session of his Commissioll J nine working groups
been established. most of which were already working. In March 1963
Working Group on Codes had held a session in Geneva, immediately before
opening of Congress, and the joint CAe/CSM Working Group on Forecasting
met in March as well.

He drew attention in particular to paragraph 5 of the report~ on
financing the meetings of the working groups and of the seminars and
symposia. It was essential that the planned meetings should take place,
if the groups were to succeed in the important work entrusted to them.
The President thanked the president of CSM for his report and
specially for having drawn attention to the financial problems arising
from meetings of the working groups. He proposed that the report be
passed to the working committees for study.
It was so decided.
7.2

Report by the president of the Commission for Climatology

(D;;c;';-.-Cg-Iv758 and Add.-l) - - - - - - - - - - - - ---

Mr. Boughner (president of the Commission for Climatology) submitted the report contained in docUment Cg-IV/58 and its addendum.
The main events in regard to climatology had been :
The publication by WMO of the Guide to Climatological Practices;
the last two chapters of which were in course of preparation;
The publication of CLINO data for the period 1931-1960.
It was most important that world climatological data for the
period 1951-1960 should be made available; that question was the subject
of docwnen.t Cg-IV/58, which would be discussed under the appropriate
agenda item.
Simi1arly~ certain proposals relating to the preparation
of
atlases would be put before Congress in docwnent Cg-IV/94. Lastly, he
asked Congress to reconsider the request of the Commission for Climatology to hold its next session in Geneva.
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The President proposed that the report be passed to the working
committees.

It was so decided.

Mr. Mathur (president of the Commission for Instruments and
Methods of Ob~ion) expressed his own and the commission's condolence
with the family of Mr. Hauer, vice-president of the commission, who died
a few days ago, and to the Netherlands Meteorological Service, to which
he belonged.
He then submitted, item by item, the report which is the subject
of document Cg-IV/62 and its addendum.
On behalf of the chairmen of his commission1s working groups, he
wished to draw the attention of Congress to the necessity of providing the
working groups with facilities for meeting whenever it was necessary for
them to do so in the interests of efficiency. The addendum to document
cg-IV/62 gave detailed examples showing the importance of providing the
necessary financial assistance for such meetings and for the comparison
of instruments planned for the next session of the Commission.
The President felt that he could speak for Congress in associating
himself with the condolence addressed to the family of Mr. Hauer and the
Netherlands Meteorological Service.
He proposed that the report be passed to the working committees
for study.
It was so decided.
7.4

Report

b~

the president of the Commission for Aerology

(D-';c-: Cg-ril/64) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Mr. Cressman (president of the Commission for Aerology) submitted
the report contained in document Cg-IV/64.
He recalled that at the end of the third session the commission
had established eleven working groupS3 most of which were very active,
He mentioned in particular the Working Group on Numerical
Prediction. That group had already held two meetings 3 the second of which
was a joint meeting with the Commission for Synoptic Meteorology.
The working group on preparations for the International Years of
the Quiet Sun had already done a great deal of work; the meteorological
programme, which had been relatively very small at the start, now covered
a wide field.
In regard to the preparation of International Meteorological
Tables, the information contained in paragraph 18 of document Cg-IV/64
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was not quite correct and reference should be made to document Cg-IV/80,
which contained a full account of the work done by the relevant working
group. It should be noted that the group had proposed a second set of
tables and Congress should discuss the possibilities of financing their
publication.
Results showed what CQuld he done through the voluntary efforts
of dedicated scientists. Nevertheless, it was clear that the working
groups could not do their job properly without holding several meetings.
He therefore associated himself with previous speakers in asking for
appropriate financial support for such meetings.
He drew the attention of Congress to two other matters :
The present title of the commission did not seem to correspond
exactly to its actual work and could well be replaced by some
such title as uCommission for Meteorological Researchlt ;
The respective functions of the WMO Advisory Committee and of
the CAe were the subject of paragraph 28 of document Cg-IV/64.
The President proposed that the report be passed to the working
committees for study.

It was so decided.

7.5

Report by the president of the Commission for Aeronautical
-----------~~---------------~e!e£.r£l.£e;y: (Doc. Cg-IVt97)

Mr. Silva de Sousa (president of the CommisSion for Aeronautical
Meteorology) submitted the report contained in document Cg-IV/97 and gave
a detailed account of the commissionls various activities.
As in the other commissions~the activities of the working groups
were of great importance to the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology.
It was essential to make financial provision to enable them to meet
whenever necessary. Further~ it was of the greatest importance that WMQ
should be represented at a number of international meetings bearing on
aeronautical meteorology. He therefore vigorously supported the proposals
put forward by the Secretary-General in document Cg-IV/7.
A document containing the results of an inquiry within CAeM on
the subject of Recommendation 6 (CSM-III) - Units for wind speed - would
be distributed shortly, in accordance with the instructions of the
Executive Committee.
The President proposed that the report be passed to the working
committees for study.
It was so decided.
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Mr. Kohler (president of the Commission for Hydrological Meteorology) submitted the report contained in document Cg-IV/52 arid its addendum,
which gives an account of the events leading to the establishment of the
commission by last Congress and of the commission's work since it was
established.

He said that the proposals, drafted by CRM at the request of the
Executive Conunittee J on the role "lhieh WMO should play in the prograrrune

of scientific hydrology, were the subject of a separate document Cg-IV/71.
Since the commission's terms of reference had not yet been fully
defined, the decisions of Congress would be particularly important in
guiding the commission1s future work. It was to be hoped that Congress
would take adequate steps to see that the study of water resources and
of scientific hydrology developed as it should.
The President proposed that the report be passed to the working
committees for study.
It was so decided.

Mr. Androne (Director of the Secretariat and Services of the
Danube Commission) expressed his pleasure in attending the Fourth World
Meteorological Congress. He was glad to note the ever-increasing interest
shown in meteorology and hydrology both nationally and internationally,
for the solution of problems in those fields was contributing greatly to
the development of modern science and technology and was important in
relation to river communications.
The Danube had a complicated hydrological regime, and the Danubian
states were making efforts to provide shipping with the hydrological data
necessary for rational utilization of the waterway. The Danube Commission
too, therefore, was interested in a great many of the problems of hydrological meteorology covered by the World Meteorological Organization.
Since 1958 contacts between the two organizations had been established and had resulted in the adoption in 1962, of an agreement on the
conditions of co-operation between them. The contacts had made it possible
to increase the scope of the hydrological-meteorological data published by
the Commission. The code for the transmission of the precipitation level
in the Danube Basin by ten-day periods had been drawn up after consultation
among experts from the WMO Secretariat and on the basis of the WMO codes.
The valuable results achieved through that co-operation could
form the basis for establishing still closer ties between the two Organizations.

24
7·7

THIRD PIENARY MEETING

Report by the president of the Commission for Maritime Meteorology

(Doc;;: Cg-:":rV';51-and-Adr iY -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

Mr. van Duijnen Montijn (president of the Commission for Maritime
Meteorology) submitted the report contained in document Cg-IV/51 and its
addendum and added some information on the world-wide network of surface
and upper-air sea stations (paragraph 7 of the report). The report by
the working group mentioned in the same paragraph had been submitted to
Congress as an addendum to document Cg-IV/31.
In regard to the marine section of the World Climatic Atlas
(paragraph 10.1 of the report) the working group re-established at the
fourteenth session of the-Executive Committee, had met in Geneva in
January 1963 and its conclusions, including a draft resolution, had been
submitted to Congress in document Cg-IV/77.
In regard to the collection and dissemination of ships I weather
reports (paragraph 14 of the report), -it had not been possible to adopt
the draft recommendation distributed to members of CMM without a formal
vote, as had been hoped, since the permanent representative of a Member
State had raised an objection and demanded a formal vote. As that could
not be taken before the fifteenth session of the Executive Committee and
as the next session of CMM would be held early in 1}64, it had been
decided to postpone the matter until then. The conclusions of em on the
matter could thus be submitted to the sixteenth session of the Executive
Committee.
In regard to the handbook on liThe Preparation and USe of Weather
Maps by Mariners" (paragraph 12 of the report), the comments of the members
of the Commission were now available and a revised draft would be submitted
for final approval at the commission[s next session.
The President proposed that the report be passed to the working
committees.
It was so decided.
The President then thanked all the presidents of regional associations and technical commissions who had submitted reports for the quality
of their work and the confidence their reports showed.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) noted that
very important work had been done within the various bodies of the Organization during the last four years and said that he agreed with the op~nlon
expressed in the report by the President of WOOO. He nevertheless thought
that in the reports by the presidents of the regional associations and
technical commissions, insufficient emphaSis had been placed on the great
problems faCing the Organization and in the gaps to be found in its work.
Current progress in technology and science, for example in connexion with
radio and outer space, were giving meteorology new importance and, at
the same time, opening up new possibilities of growth.
It was therefore
necessary to find out whether the Organization was ready to take advantage of the scientific and technological advance and what role it was
to play in promoting the development of meteorology.
In particular,
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if synoptic meteorology was to derive the maximum advantage from technical
it looked as though the structure of the Organization itself
might have to be remoulded. If data-processing machines were to be put
to good use~ it was necessary to have standardized observation networks
allover the world; but in certain areas - the equatorial zones and the
southern hemisphere - the networks were notoriously inadequate. So far,
it seemed that WMO had not provided real assistance to countries seeking
to improve their networks.
progress~

Similarly, despite the resolutions of Third Congress, observation
methods, symbols and codes had not yet been standardized.
Lastly, the problem of telecommunication circuits required for
world-wide exchange of information had not been given the attention it
deserved. Only one network was in fact operating in the northern hemisphere; none were yet functioning in the southern hemisphere and there
were not even plans for liaison between the two hemispheres, since the
work done at the last session of CSM had been allowed to lapse.
Much preparatory work on meteorological satellites had been done
by the Secretariat and a working group. but in order to derive the maximum
benefit from the satellite data it was still necessary. as the working
group had emphasized, to solve the basic problem of establishing networks
and an effective system of exchanging information.
He greatly regretted that artificial difficulties were preventing
the People1s Republic of China from taking an active part in the work of
the Organization.
It was to be hoped that WMO would become more active in scientific
research. Several other international organizations were already dealing
with research questions in the field of meteorology, but it was for WMO
to take the lead in that domain. Unfortunately. there again the structure
of the Organization was too complicated and did not lend itself to the
study of scientific problems. In view of the inadequate results produced
by one of the CAe working groups - the Working Group.on Long-Range Forecasting - the Executive Committee had established a new working group
within the Commission for Synoptic Meteorology. In spite of the recommendation by CSM, the Working Group on Numerical Weather Prediction would
unfortunately continue to report to the Commission for Aerological Meteorology. That seemed wrong.
The Executive Committee ought to be instructed to make a detailed
study of the structure of WMO so that the Organization could be enabled
to take its proper place in the field of scientific research.
The Congress agenda was heavy but that should not detract attention from the real problems, which were of paramount importance; if
necessary. subordinate matters like revising the Convention could be left
aside.
In the reports by the President and the Secretary-General it was
proposed that the budget for the next financial ~eriod should be increased.
Without questioning the value of those proposals he nevertheless thought
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that the Organization's efficiency was not necessarily proportional to
the size of its budget.
He thought that every effort should be made to improve efficiency.
In particula~, as he had said already. the structure of the Organizatidn
should be reviewed and the possibility of making its work more practical
in character should be considered.
The Presi.dent said that members of the Executive Conunittee

and

he himself were well aware of the difficulties just mentioned. He too
thought it would be useful to examine the structure of the Organization,
and among other things to _see whether the present form of the technical
commissions was the most appropriate to enable them to fulfil their func_
tion in the Organization. Nevertheless~ in view of the growing volume of
work~ it seemed essential, even if the structure were modified~ to increase
the budget for the next financial period. The Technical and Finance Comm:i.ttees would have to consider carefully the remarks Mr. Logvinov had made
and see what improvements could be made within the Organization, without
relaxing the caution necessary in so critical a matter.

Mr. Cheng Pao Nan (China) said the representative of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics had questioned whether the Chinese delegation to Congress really represented the Chinese people. He recalled that
this was the only legally constituted Government of China~ recognized as
such by the United Nations and its specialized agencies~ including the
World Meteorological Organization. The People's Repub]ic of China was a
Soviet invention imposed by force on the Chinese people against its will,
as was shown by the escape of continental Chinese to neighbouring
territories.
The President drew attention to the fact that Dr. Logvinov had
not questioned the representative character of the Chinese delegation to
Congress, but had confined himself to stating that it would be desirable
for so large a country to take part in the work of the Organization.
The Secretary-General read the following letter from Dr. Sen,
Director-General of the United Nations Focd and Agricultural Organ~tion
liOn the occasion of Fourth Congress, I wish to congratulate you on
the pioneering spirit which your Organization is displaying in many
scientific and technical areas related to meteorology, and particularly
in those fields where great- opportunites of co-operation between our
two agencies have been achieved or are in sight.
"Among those fields, the survey and world inventory of water
resources is most promising, firstly, because the terms of reference
of our two Organizations in this respect are complementary to each
other; and, secondly~ because so much remains to be done in this field
that constant efforts to facilitate each other's tasks can give us the
hope of meeting the most urgent needs.
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"I wish to assure you that we welcome any possibility for making
our co-operation more and more effective within the respective terms

of reference and responsibilities of our two organizations."

(See also paragraph 9)
The meeting rose at 11.35 a.m.
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2 April 1963, at 3.00 p.m.
The meeting opened at 3.00 p.m.
8.

Technical programme for which provisions should be made in the
maximum expenditure for the Fourth Financial Period (Agenda
item 5.1)
Maximum Ex endltures for the Fourth Financial Period

(Agenda item 6.3) (Docs. Cg-IV 7 and Add. 1, Rev. 1; 8; 88 and
Add. 1; 95).
The Secretary-General presented the documents relating to these
two agenda items and made the following remarks :
liThe documents of which I am speaking are documents Cg-IV/7, 8,
The first of these (document 7) is the main document. It
contains the proposed technical programme and budget for the Organization. Document 88 contains a supplementary estimate which has been
submitted in the light of important developments which have taken
place since the original document 7 was published. These two documents
are presented by the Secretary-General in accordance with Article 3
of the Financial Regulations.

88 and 95.

"Document 8 is the report which the Executive Committee has
prepared on the Secretary-General's budget in accordance with Article
3.4 of the Financial Regulations. It should be noted that as document
88 containing the supplementary estimate was prepared after the last
session of the Executive Committee, the Committee's report (document 8)
does not make reference to this supplementary estimate.
"Document 95 presents certain proposals arising from decisions of
constituent bodies and the financial implications of such proposals.
This document has been prepared at the request of the Executive Committee in order to enable Congress to give consideration to the proposals in question. They do not, of course, form part of the SecretaryGeneral's budget estimates.
"Before explaining further the budget estimates and the other
supporting documents which have been presented for the consideration
of Congress, it may be useful if I make a few general remarks about
the way in which the task has been approached and about some of the
basic factors which, it 1s felt. should be borne in mind at all times
during the consideration of this item.
liThe budget is. of course, the expression in financial form of
the policy and programme of the Organization. Thus, its preparation
requires an appraisal of future policy and future programme, particularly the technical programme of the Organization. In this connexion,
I would like to quote from the report of the Executive Committee on the
Secretary-Generalis estimate (paragraph 5, document 8) which reads as
follows :
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IThe Executive Committee recommends that the budget estimates for
the Fourth Financial Period should be derived first and foremost
from a technical and general activities programme, which should
constitute the starting point in the consideration of the
estimates •••.. ,
"It is indeed with such an approach to the subject that documents
7 and 88 have been prepared. For the same reason, I have submitted to
you in document 7 the proposed technical programme and the budget
estimates for the next period in one and the same document.
"rf one approaches the budget in this way - that is, by asking
what are the responsibilities which the Organization 1s called upon
to accept within the terms of its Convention, within the terms of its
agreements with the United Nations and other specialized agencies and
in the general context of the many new important developments which
can have such far-reaching effects upon the science of meteorology
and its many applications for human well-being and if one then asks
what resources the Organization needs to meet these responsibilities 3
one is inevitably led to the conclusion that a significant increase in
the resources and hence in the budget is essential in the coming
period. The report of the Executive Committee in document 8 comes to
the same general conclusion. But before explaining in more detail the
nature of these increases and the reasons for them 3 I would like to
say a little more about the recent developments to which I have just
referred. These developments show that the next period of four years
is likely to be a very significant period in the long history of meteorology and that these developments will have their repercussions
on the activities of national meteorological services and hence on
the responsibilities of WMO.

liThe most significant development in the international scene in
recent years has been the emergence of a large number of newlyindependent States. The present membership of WOOO is l20j before the
end of this Congress it will be 121. This time four years ago (i.e.
at the time of Third Congress) it was 100 - a 20 per cent increase.
A no less significant feature has been the clear indication that these
States are highly conscious of the importance of the application of
meteorological knowledge to their national devetopment and are anxious
to play their full part in the activities of WOOO. It should be noticed
also that many of these new Members look -[-,0 WMO for assistance in the
development of their meteorological services - and rightly so. The
training of meteorological personnel is~ for example~ one of the
important fields in which assistance is needed; there are many others.
The programme and budget now before you for consideration will enable
the needs and wishes of these new Members 3 as well as those of the
older Members 3 of course 3 to be met in a much improved manner.
"Another marked development in recent years has been the increasing
realization in many countries of the important role which meteorology
can play in economic development. In addition to the traditional
applications of meteorology to aviation and shipping 3 there are clear
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signs of increasing awareness of other important applications, such as

agricultural meteorology, water resource development and the many
practical uses of climatology. Moreover, this is evident not only
within WMO; the United Nations and the various specialized agencies
dealing with questions related to economic development are also
conscious of the importance of meteorology in their activities and
look to WMO for advice and assistance. I will say a little more on
inter-agency collaboration later in my remarks.
liThe important advances in meteorology as a science are no less
significant than in its applications. A stimulus has been given in
the last few years to development in all the geophysical sciences,
thanks, in large part~ to the success of the lGY. The International
Council of Scientific Unions and its various constituent bodies are
developing with increased vigour. WMO played its full role in the
IGY and with acknowledged success. It should~ it is thought, be
prepared to play its full part in the future in responding to this
encouraging development. In-this connexion, it may be noted that the
WMO Convention clearly specifies as one of the purposes of the Organization the encouragement of research in meteorology as well as assistance in co-ordinating the international aspects of such research.

"A further point which must be borne in mind in establishing the
programme and resources of WMO for the next period, is the increasing
role of WMO in the overall activities of the governmental international
organizations, particularly in the group of organizations known as the
'UN family I . I mentioned a Ii ttle earlier some aspects of interagency collaboration. There is in fact a continuous trend towards
closer collaboration with the United Nations and specialized agencies
in all fields of common interest, a trend which is supported on all
sides, since such collaboration will avoid duplication of effort and
resources in fields of overlapping interest or fields which can best
be treated on a joint or collaborative basis. WMO must evidently be
in a position to play an effective role in such joint enterprises. The
direct assistance which WMO gives to its Member countries is well
known and well accepted. The indirect help which it gives to these
same countries through collaboration with other governmental organizations by the projects just mentioned is perhaps less obvious, but none
the less of significance.
"In this list of points which should be kept in mind in considering
the budget. reference must certainly be made to the technical assistance activities of the Organization. As delegates will be well aware,
the Organization participates in the various technical assistance
programmes of the United Nations and has thus been able in the last
ten years to give much assistance to a large number of countries. Up
to date, 76 countries have, in fact, received assistance. There is
little doubt that this development 1s one of the major advantages
which have accrued from the decision to change the old IMO to the new
WMO as a specialized agency of the United Nations. Clearly the Organization should continue to obtain as much benefit for the meteorological
services of the world as possible from theEe sources but it is important
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to realize that they do not provide the complete answer to all the

problems. These programmes are operated within terms of reference
prescribed by the United Nations and over which WMO has relatively
little control. Thus~ many aspects of meteorological assistance cannot be covered by these projects and the question of whether WMQ should
introduce its own regular technical assistance programme is a matter
which Congress will be invited to consider. This matter is, however,
dealt with under another agenda item and I vtill not enlarge on it
further at this time.
!fTo conclude this general introductory review, which constitutes

the first part of my remarks, reference must be made to a development
which, it seems likely, will have a major effect upon the whole science
of meteorology and its applications and to which the President and
other speakers have already referred. I refer, of course, to the advent
of the artificial meteorological satellite. As delegates will be well
aware, experimental meteorological satellite launching countries are
already planning to develop a co-ordinated meteorological satellite
programme. With such developments in mind, no less a body than the
General Assembly of the United Nations has formally asked WMO to
develop a world plan to ensure that this important new source of meteorological data is utilized to the full, and has adopted two resolutions on the subject. Delegates will already have seen the First WMO
Report on Meteorological Satellites, while in the documents presented
to Congress, the proposals for a world plan are developed further. It
seems inevitable that this new development will, in the future, make
it necessary for WMO considerably to extend its field of activity and,
with a view to enabling the Organization to meet its responsibilities
in this field, the supplementary estimate presented in document 88 has
been submitted. I will refer again to this subject later in my
remarks.
"So far, I have dealt only in a very broad and general way with
the sort of activities which the Organization will need to undertake
in the next period, but such a review of the broad aspects of such
activities is, I think, essential if the detailed budgetary decisions
are to be such as to ensure that the Organization adjusts itself to
the changing scene.

"Let me now turn my remarks more directly to the proposed programme
and the budget estimates.
"Document 7 is, as I have said, the main document.
It has been
prepared to present a technical programme and a budget which are compatible one with another. Thus, any changes which Congress may make
in the programme can readily be converted into corresponding changes
in the budget. It will be seen also that the technical programme and
the budget have been presented in some detail with a view to facilitating the consideration of the item by Congress.
1/ As regards the programme of the Organization for the next period,
Chapter II of document 7 lists the main fields of activities envisaged
while Appendix A to the document lists in much more detail the proposed
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technical programme. The programme will, of course, be discussed in
detail by the working committees and a lengthy comment on my part seems
unnecessary. Let me just read out~ however, the main headings of the
technical programme to demonstrate the broad scope of the WMO activities.
"There are 22 items in all and this does not include the technical
co-operation activities and the general activities. Many of these items
are, of course, familiar to us but, as will be seen from the document,
they take on new aspects. For example, meteorological training is
mentioned. Training has, of course, been in the WMO Convention from
the outset, but for reasons explained in document 7 and elsewhere,
recent developments, especially the need to help many of the developing
countries~ necessitate quite a new approach to the subject.
The use
of electronic computers and the advent of satellite meteorology make
it necessary to review our activities in the field of synoptic meteorology, hydrological meteorology~ meteorological research~ agricultural
meteorology, oceanography and so on - all seem to call for increased
attention.

"Now let me turn to the budget required to meet the proposed
technical activities. Here again, it is unnecessary for me to go into
detail but I would like to make a few remarks' on the salient features.
lIyou will see on page 49 (Rev. 1) of document 7 a summary of the
estimated expenditure, as well as a comparison of the proposed expenditure in the next financial period with that of the present period~
and a break-down of the increase ,in expenditure into three categories,
termed :
Unavoidable,
Improved services,
and New responsibilities.
This comparison and breakdown is carried through to each Part and each
section of each Part of the budget for the convenience of Congress.
I will explain the meaning of these three categories later.
lilt will be seen that, excluding the supplementary estimate, an
increase of 53 per cent for the period as a whole is proposed. If the
supplementary estimate is included~ the increase is 72 per cent. It
sqou1d be remembered, however, that these cover four-year periods and,
as will be seen from the estimates of annual expenditure~ the increase
on an annual basis is, of course, much~ From the last year of
the present period (i.e. 1963) to the estimated expenditure for the
first year of the next period (i.e. 1964)~ the increase is only about
3 per cent or 14 per cent if one includes the supplementary estimate.
To demonstrate my point in another way, I may mention that over an
eight-year period" a budgetary increase of 10 per cent per annum
corresponds to an increase of about 40 per cent, if one compares the
first four years as a whole with the second four years.
"Viewed in this light and having regard to my previous remarks
about the increasing scale of technical responsibilities of WMO, the
proposed budget Will, I trust, not seem to be as great as at first
sight it may have seemed.
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"Turning now to the various types of lncreases~ the first I have
termed 'Unavoidable'. I realize, of course, that in a strict sense no
expenditure is unavoidable and this term 1s used in the present context
to denote the increases which would be necessary to maintain the WMO
activities at their present level.

"Under th~ category 'Improved services' are included items which
are considered necessary if present responsibilities are to be met in
a more satisfactory manner and existing deficiencies removed. For
example, it is generally recognized that in most cases the efficiency
and the overall value of sessions of technical commissions and regional
associations would be greatly increased if the Organization could
supply interpreters. Financial provision has accordingly been made
for such assistance. Then again, greatly increased provision has been
made for meetings of working groups I since the experience of the present
financial period shows the great value of such meetings to real and
timely progress in so many fields.
"Turning now to the third category INew responsibilities I and
leaving aside for the moment the supplementary estimate, the proposed
increase accounts for about 12 per cent of the total of 53 per cent.
This increase is attributable mainly to a proposal to establish a new
Division in the Secretariat for Research and Training and consequential
costs relating to staff and supplies. Another significant item is,
however, the increase in funds available under Part IV for special
projects, full details of which are given in documents 7 and 8. I will
not therefore go into details here on the project activities, but I
would like to expand a little on the proposed new Division. I feel I
should say at once that while, in general, the comments of the Executive
Committee in its report in document 8 on the Secretary-GeneralIs proposals are couched in not unfavourable terms, the Executive Committee
did not find it possible to support this proposal (paragraph 13 of
document 8 refers). My representative in the Technical Committee will
however give further detailed explanations as to why this new Division
has been proposed.
IIThis now brings me to the final part of my remarks - namely, some
comments on document 88 (the supplementary estimate) which makes
proposals relating to developments in meteorological satellites.
"The supplementary estimate is based upon the recommendations
arrived at during those meetings, together with those contained in the
First Report which, it may be recalled, have been approved by the
Executive Committee. Detailed explanations are given in the document
and will be enlarged on, as necessary, in the committee stage. I
would, however, like to make just a few general comments on this
occasion.
"Although, as I have explained, there have been rapid developments
during the last few months., the subject, in general, is not new to WMO.
It may be recalled that Third Congress, four years ago, adopted a
resolution on this subject (Resolution 28 (Cg-III)) in which it was
formally decided that the policy of WMO would be to encourage the
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development and use of artificial satellites as a means of providing
valuable meteorological data and to collaborate with the United Nations
and other interested bodies. The same resolution requests the Executive
Committee to arrange for a continuing review to be made of the uses of
artificial satellites for meteorological purposes.
"The Executive Committee has in fact done this throughout the
present period and at each session has studied reports of its panel of
experts dealing with this subject.
rrThus~

when the General Assembly of the United Nations in December

1962 called on WMO to prepare a report on the research and operational
aspects of meteorological satellites~ the Organization was by no means
unprepared for such a task and was able to draw up~with very little
delay, a report. United Nations at its session in December 1962 noted
this report with appreciation and asked WMO to develop in detail the
world plan proposed in the First Report.
"Thu~to

summarize all these factors, we have:

The policy of the interest of WOOO in the
Third Congress four years ago;

field

established by

The initiative taken and reaffirmed by no less a body than the
General Assembly of the United Nations;
The extremely successful results achieved in the past four years
by the TIROS series of satellites;
The general endorsement by the Executive Committee of the
tentative plan presented to the United Nations in the First
Report.
If one bears in mind all these factors, it is perhaps not surpr1s1ng
to find that proposals for a considerably increased activity on the
part of WOOO in the coming period are now before you.
IIWhat are these proposals'? They are mainly twofold. Firstly ~ the
establishment of a high-level advisory committee to keep all these new
developments under review and to recommend appropriate action. Secondly,
the establishment of a small planning unit which would serve as a
permanent Secretariat to the advisory committee and which would, in the
light of developments in outer space. develop the plan for a world
weather service for which the term World Weather Watch has been proposed.
This will involve a re-appraisal of many of the existing procedures and
techniques and a small body which is quite separate from the normal
work of the proposed technical divisions seems essential. Moreover as
many of the questions to be discussed will require advice of a highly
specialized nature, the services of special consultants will be needed
and provision is made for this. It should be noted that all these
proposals are fully in accord with the recommendations of the Executive
Committee panel of experts and the Executive Committee working group
dealing with these subjects and, as already mentioned, it is on the
basis of the recommendations of these groups that the supplementary
estimate has been prepared.
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"It should be noted also that the Executive Committee has approved

the First Report containing the basic principles involved, including
the creation of an advisory committee, although for reasons I have
mentioned, it has not been possible for ·the Executive Committee to
comment on the detailed proposals in the supplementary estimate itself.
"I need hardly add that even if the proposals are approved, it
will, of course, still be necessary to rely greatly upon the support
and collaboration of not only the countries with the launching possibilities, but all Members _ collaboration of this kind is. however, a
traditional feature of WMO activities.

IIIr the proposals are not approved, it 1s difficult to see how
WMO can meet satisfactorily its responsibilities in this new field.

"Mr. President, I opened my remarks by a reference to the newlyindependent States and their interest and support for WlilO, as well as
the need for WMO to help them in the development of their services in
every way possible. Perhaps, I may conclude by streSSing that the
development by WMO of a World Weather Watch using satellite data is
not something of interest only to the older-established meteorological
services of the world. Such a service, including the possibility of
each country having the means to obtain certain information directly
from satellites, as well as processed data from regional or world
centres, is likely to be of direct and immense value to the new States
also.
"I am sorry I have so spoken so long, Mr, President, but the
subject is one of the greatest importance to meteorology, to all
national meteorological services and hence to the successful performance by WMO of the responsibilities prescribed in its Convention, and
I am grateful to have had this opportunity of reviewing on this occasion the budget estimates which I am privileged to present for the
consideration of Congress."

Mr. Nyberg (Sweden) thought that the proposals of the SecretaryGeneral on the agenda items in question were some of the most important
ones which the Congress would have to consider. The difficulties mentioned
by the presidents of the constituent bodies in their reports to Congress
arose primarily from the insufficient financial help given by the Organization. The Congress should also take a decision on the requests made by
the United Nations and specialized agencies that the WMO should play a
more important role in the economic development of the world. Mr. Nyberg
hoped that the Congress would consider this question in a constructive and
progressive spirit. The Members represented here should encourage the
development of meteorological science and give their support to a more
thorough application of meteorology in the interest of all countries. He
hoped that, if the Members could agree on those general principles, it
would not be too difficult to reach agreement on the question under
discussion.
Mr. Gibbs (Australia) spoke in his dual capacity as permanent
representative and member of the Panel of Experts on Artificial
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Satellites. He emphasized that the two resolutions adopted by the United
Nations in regard to international co-operation for the peaceful uses of
outer space were addressed to the actual Members of WMO. The question of
satellites should not be considered in isolation owing to its close inter_
dependence with the development of networks and telecommunications. The
first report submitted by WOOO to the United Nations had received a very
favourable response. Similarly the announcement of an agreement entered
into between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics for collaboration in the development of meteorological satellites
had aroused great enthusiasm. Mr. Gibbs then paid tribute to the work of
the late Dr. Wexler and to his work for the development of a World Weather
Watch. He drew attention to the need to improve networks and telecommunications in the southern hemisphere and particularly in Region V and he
was pleased to see the support given by the delegate of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics to the idea of developing the networks. The speaker
also pointed out that the United Nations resolutions constituted a kind of
challenge which it was impossible for the WMO to ignore. The Secretariat
should therefore be strengthened and plans for development should be drawn
up and put into operation. Mr. Gibbs recommended a detailed examination
of the two United Nations resolutions.

Mr. Luccardi (Italy) observed that the normal tendency of the coordinating bodies was to keep abreast of modern progress. As document
Cg-IV/7 Showed, it was logical that WMO should follow this tendency. The
Italian delegation was, in general, in favour of the technical programme
proposed. Mr. Luccardi thought that the increase in expenditure arose
partly from that general tendency but also from changes in the structure
of the co-ordinating bodies. It was advisable therefore to consider carefully what decisions should be taken in regard to the budget. The traditional operation of WMOuwas based both on the activity of the national
services and on the work of the Secretariat, the co-ordinating body. The
Committee on Administrative and Financial ~uestions should show itself to
be realistic and prudent and endeavour to maintain expenditure at an
acceptable level. The Italian delegation suggested setting up a scale of
priority which would enable a distinction to be made between essential
expenditure, desirable expenditure and, lastly, expenditure which it was
advisable not to undertake.
Mr. ~ (United Arab Republic) thought that the decision to be
taken on the matter under discussion should reflect the opinion of Members
on the. role which WMO should fulfil. Account should be taken of the
experience of the eight preceding years which had shown that the estimated
expenditure had not been sufficient to meet the development of international meteorology~ which had involved serious difficulties. For example,
WMO had not been able to meet its growing commitments in the field of
meteorological training arising from the increase in the number of its
Members. They would have to consider establishing a regular programme of
technical assistance to improve the aid to be given to countries, and
also the creati0n of regional offices. WMO had also been unable to fill
completely the role which the United Nations and specialized agencies had
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asked it to play. The lack of financial resources was a serious handicap
to the work of the constituent bodies and their working groups. Mr. Taha
supported the appeal of the President on the need to finance the interpretation and Secretariat services for international meetings. He paid
tribute to the Secretary-General and his staff, as the increase in the
work of the Organization had not been followed by a corresponding increase
in the Secretariat. In conclusion, Mr. Taha asked Members to pay great
attention to the development of the work of the Organization.
Mr. Gilead (Israel) stated that, as at the previous Congress. his
Government wo~pport the proposed and justified increase in the budget.
as the Organization should be given the means to carry out its vital tasks.
The family of meteorological services was growing and the Organization
must be able to help the newly created services to attain a level which
would enable them to take an active part in the economic development of
their countries. The progress of meteorological expansion would depend
to a large extent on the weakest link in the chain of meteorological
services. The Congress should establish the best possible balance between
an improvement in the quality of meteorological services in all countries
and an active participation in the progress and application of meteorology.

Mr. Bogatyr (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) pointed out that
the statements made by the speakers would be in the nature of general recommendations for the working committees. He thought that, according to
the voluminous documents on the technical programme~ WMO would assume the
functions of a veritable meteorological service rather than those of a
meteorological organization, although that report placed the emphasis, in
some cases, on the need to help the national services to develop, He feared
that a large increase in the staff of the Secretariat would involve the
creation of an inflexible bureaucratic machine. He considered that the
first consideration should be quality and that the Secretariat should
constitute a flexible body composed of highly qualified personnel representing the various services. Mr. Bogatyr was surprised at the estimated
increase in expenditure, since the main activities of the Organization
were carried out with the help of national services. He quoted two examples of expenditure on which he had certain reservations: in the first
place he saw no need to establish a permanent representation of WMO with
ICAO; further, in the field of satellites, the progress achieved had been
due mainly to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United
States of America; WMO should continue to play the role which it had
assumed in the present financial period, which should not involve any
increase in expenditure such as that provided for. He thought therefore
that the maximum amount provided for expenditure was exaggerated and not
sufficiently justified. He explained that his remarks were due to his
desire to protect the interests of the Organization and to his wish that
WMO should remain ~ flexible and mobile Organization so that it would be
able to improve its services.
The President said he shared the desire that the Organization
should remain as flexible as possible but thought that such mobility had
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in previous years been limited by lack of personnel. A qualified staff
was necessary to help the various constituent bodies and to maintain or
defend the point of view of WMQ at meetings of other organizations.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (Canada) said he was glad to note the
enthusiasm expressed by the various speakers for progress in meteorology.
He compared the te.clmical progranune to the body of the Organization and
the money to its. food. The technical programme which should enable aid
to be given to regional associations and technical commissions to function
effectively could be divided into three parts, as follows:
The permanent services and activities of WMO. The increase of
about 20 per cent in the number of Members necessitated a larger
financial support both in the field of technical committees and
in that of technical assistance, which was of a particularly
urgent nature;
The new demands or requirements emanating from the organizations
with whom we worked, especially those arising from the two
resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly.
Organizations such as FAO, WHO and IeAO had expressed an
increasing desire to collaborate with WMO. The same phenomenon
Was occurring with non_governmental scientific organizations such
as ICSU;
New activities which were of importance for human
general.

welfare

in

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan hoped that the programme would be examined
carefully and sympathetically. From that point of view the financial
programme became a problem which must be solved in order to ensure the
success of the technical programme. In the relevant document the SecretaryGeneral had provided an excellent framework for the study of the problem.
The Congress should decide, on the one hand, what could be done on a
voluntary basis by the national services and, on the other, what were the
vital tasks of the Secretariat within the technical programme. He was of
the opinion that taking into account the technical programme outlined, the
estimates of expenditure drawn up by the Secretary-General were modest and
deserved sympathetic consideration.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) said he agreed with the statements that
meteorology was at a crucial stage in its history. He associated himself
with the tribute paid to the Secretariat. His country's delegation
supported in general the Technical Programme and the maximum amount of
expenditure envisaged. The comments made by the Executive Committee on
that programme received in particular the support of the Spanish Delegation. There were three points of view in this field which were not necessarily in unison. They were : the scientific point of view, that of
governments and that of the Organization. The last one was the most
important and the Congress must decide first of all what action the WMO
should take as such. The three fundamental aims as defined by the Convention should be summarized as follows :
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Scientific exchanges by means of meetings, publications, seminars,
etc.;
Standardization of methods and affirmation of meteorology as a
science within the scope of organizations and governments;

Assistance to countries for the development of meteorology.
Three of the five headings in the budget (I - Meetings, 11Personnel, IV - Supplementary programme) reflected those fundamental aims.
The first two aims should be examined very carefully to prevent
the Organization from becoming a supra-national service. It was necessary,
however, to select important meetings and decide the best method to develop
the Secretariat and to give it the necessary facilities. As regards the
third (Special Projects) WMO had, unfortunately, only a very small amount
with which to undertake important projects.
In conclusion,
Mr. de Azcarraga drew attention to the difficulties encountered by the
Executive Committee in the allocation of expenditure over four annual
budgets. It was necessary to provide for some flexibility in the regulations concerned to enable the Executive Committee to meet the accumulation
of requirements in certain years. The Committee for Administrative and
Financial Questions should consider that question and especially the
suggestion to set up a financial committee.
The President thought that the declaration reflected an approach
to the question which could be considered in the discussions of the
working committees.

Mr. Acquaah (Ghana) felt that the proposals made by the SecretaryGeneral were in the right direction, since they took into account not only
the needs of developing countries but also the requirements of the more
advanced countries which were faced with a veritable challenge in the
field of meteorological science. He was happy to note that the proposals
relating to technical assistance would greatly help the newly independent
countries which were experiencing considerable difficulty in developing
their meteorological services. He stated that it was right for the
stronger Members to aid the weaker and enable them to be active. Therefore, since the WMO has approved requests for membership of a large number
of new and less-developed countries it was only fair and desirable for
Congress to consider the proposals of the Secretary-General objectively
and sympathetically.
Mr. Reichelderfer (United States of America) hoped that he was
not merely repeating the views of previous speakers in observing that the
projects under the technical programme and the corresponding financial
requirements l'fere clearly slanted towards future needs. His delegation
thoroughly approved of that approach. While a few details in the document
dealing with this subject would inevitably require discussion, on the
whole it gave a clear and true picture of a difficult and important
subject many aspects of which were still being investigated. In that
connexion, mention might be made of the possible improvements to be
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achieved through the use of satellites in bridging the long-standing gaps
in the networks and in telecommunications. The speaker was happy to see
that previous speakers had supported the programme; the fact that some
of the speakers had referred to the necessity of giving primary importance
to the strengthening of the activities of national services within WMO or
had shown misgivings that these might be a lack of flexibility in the
Organization did not mean that they would refuse to give support to the
programme proposed. The need for reinforcing the activities of the
national services and those of the co-ordinating body was evident. When
considering the relevant items on its agenda. Congress should bear in
mind the very broad concept of meteorology embodied in the two United
Nations resolutions and the importance of accepting its responsibilities
in such fields as training and research.
The United States would support the proposals made by the
SecretarY-General, including those relating to regional representation
and the additional estimates contained in document 88. Moreover, the
United States considered that an additional sum of $ 3,000,000 should be
made available to WMO for the purpose of increasing technical development
and encouraging study of the general needs of meteorology, including means
of observation and data transmission. Increased resources would be necessary to set up an efficient and economic system capable of strengthening
the action of WMO.
The President thanked Mr. Reichelderfer for his substantial
support of the budget proposals. He too was sure that all the delegates
had realized the pressing need for increasing the financial means of the
Organization, but within reasonable limits. He earnestly hoped that the
Committee for Administrative and Financial Questions would be able to
set a satisfactory middle course so that the Executive Committee would
not find itself obliged to ask for additional credits.

Mr. Goldbrunner (Venezuela) thought that the excellent report
submitted by the Secretary-General corresponded very well to the development of meteorological science and the needs of meteorologists.
He
approved the broad features of the proposals made, particularly those
relating to publications in the official languages of WMO, ~he organization of symposia and seminars and interpretation for meetings which
represented an essential service, particularly in the case of countries
achieving independence or developing countries. On behalf of his Government, he had to say that the budget should be slightly reduced in respect
of administrative expenditures.
The President wished to make it clear that in addition to his
previous remarks, in his view it was necessary to increase the budget in
order to avoid a repetition of the difficulties previously met with by
the Executive Committee. Since 1951, the Secretary-Generalis proposals
had been cut down at each congress. The result was that in 1958 and in
1962, that is at the end of the Second and the Third Financial Periods,
it became necessary to submit requests for additional expenditure. It
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would therefore be well to ensure that the budget be large enough and its
utilization flexible enough to enable the Executive Committee to meet
any requirements which might arise during the new financial period and
also to enable the Organization, in the face of such needs, at least to
maintain its present level. He also pointed out that all organizations,
whether governmental or non-governmental, increased their budgets to keep
pace with the general development of

national

economy-,

science

and

research. That was a general trend which the Organization must follow in
order that the Secretariat may be in a position to provide the assistance
expected of it by the countries.

(See also paragraphs 72, 73 and 78)
The meeting rose at 5.05 p.m.
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3 April 1963, at 2.45 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.45 p.m.

2,.

Report by the president of the Commission for

Agricultural

Meteorology (Agenda item 2.3) (Docs. Cg-IV!57 and Add. 1)
(See paragraph 7 )

Mr. Smith (president of the Commission for Agricultural Meteoro-

logy) said th~s report.did not contain many technical data, for the
latter were all to be found in the report of the third session of the
commission (Toronto, July 1962). He wished to stress those points in
his report which he considered to be the most important, including the
excellent Technical Notes prepared by the Commission for Agricultural
Meteorology, which could be listed among the most remarkable achievements
of the Commission. The Notes were essential, for they dealt with various
aspects of agricultural meteorology and the progress achieved in that
field. The high standard of those Notes must not only be maintained~ but
their use must also be encouraged; moreover it would be well to take
steps for making those publications known to research workers outside
national meteorological services. These workers needed the Notes just
as much as meteorologists, the more so as in their capacity as members of
working groups, they had a share in their preparation.

An effective method of maintaining the standard of the Technical
Notes would be to facilitate meetings of working groups. He was pleased
to see, since his arrival, the importance attached to that question.
He advocated suitable steps to ensure improved collaboration
between meteorologists and agricultural experts.
Finally, he drew attention to a matter which merited careful
examination. Certain phenomena, such as the recent severe winter in
Europe and the abnormal rainfall in some parts of Africa, appeared to
indicate that the climate of the northern hemisphere was in process of
changing. The Symposium on Climatic Fluctuations (Rome, October 1962)
had shown that there were several schools of thought on that subject. He,
however, thought it to be a duty to study the possibility of a deterioration in the winter climate or even of a complete change, since the
repercussions on agriculture would be far-reaching. He intended to
carry out an inquiry on that subject among the members of his commission
in order to learn whether they considered such changes to be probable
and to consult them with regard to the possible repercussions on agri_
culture.
There being no comments, the report by the president of the
Commission for Agricultural Meteorology was passed on to t~ working
committees concerned for study.
(See also paragraph 43).
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10.

Reports by presidents of regional associations (Agenda item 2.2)

10.1

(See paragraph 6).
Report by the president of Regional Association II

(Doc-:-

cg:rV'/i02F - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

In the absence of the president of Regional

Association

II,

Mr. Watts (vice-president of Regional Association II) submitted the report
on t~sociation's activities (Doc. Cg-IV/I02).

Wi thaut entering into all the details, he reviewed the

various

points discussed in the document. Since the Executive Committee would
be examining the report of the third session of RA II (Bangkok, 1962)
during its coming session, the president of RA II considered that action
should be taken by Congress only on the following points :
Financial support for the organization of a regional or interregional seminar on the synoptic uses of meteorological satellite
data;
Financial assistance to enable Members of RA II to send meteorologists for a period of training in existing tropical meteorology
institutes in the Region.
There being no comments~ the report by the president of RA
was passed on to the working committees for study.

II

The President regretted to have to announce that no report had
been submitted on Regional Association III and pointed out that the
association had no president, and the vice-president had not been able
to come to Congress. He indicated that the examination of agenda items
2.2 and 2.3 was completed.
(See also paragraph 42)
11.

Amendments to the WMO Convention (Agenda item 3.1)
(Docs. Cg-IV!3; 4 and Corr. 1; 5; 9 and Corr. 1; 10; 11; 12; 13;

14, 15, 16, 17, 25, 27, 50, 66, 73, 101, 108).
The President recalled that the Executive Committee had been
instructed in Resolution 4 (Cg-III) - Submission of proposals for amending
the Convention by the Executive Committee - to submit to Congress the
text of any proposed amendment to the Convention which may appear to the
Executive Committee to be necessary.
The Executive Committee had therefore established a working group
composed of Sir Graham Sutton (chairman)~ Miss Martin-Sane and the Deputy
Secretary-General, Mr. Rivet.
At its fourteenth session, the Executive Committee had adopted
some proposals for amending the Convention, prepared by the group. Those
proposals were contained in document Cg-IV/3. The other documents on that
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item of the agenda pertained to proposals which had not come
Executive Committee.

from

the

Sir Graham Sutton first of all stated that he was speaking as a
member of the Executive Committee and as chairman of the above-mentioned
working group and that he would consequently

confine

his

remarks

to

document Cg-IV/3.
He recalled the exact wording of Resolution 4 (Cg-III), on which
the document was based. The Resolution had been interpreted by the
Executive Committee as evidence that Third Congress had not considered
the Convention to be an unalterable text, but rather as a working instrument continually consulted by members of the Executive Committee during
their discussions. The Executive Committee had therefore decided to
establish a working group to examine the Convention.
Sir Graham Sutton paid tribute to

Miss

Martin-Sane

and

to
He
then explained his group's working method. The Convention had been examined Article by Article and each time~the group had asked itself whether
there were ambiguities or redundancies which could be avoided. The group
had endeavoured to fashion the Convention into a document which any reader
could clearly understand. The group had carefully avoided making any
change in the basic structure of the Organization or jeopardizing the
rights of Members.

Mr. Rivet who for three years had worked with him on that problem.

A first report had been submitted by the group to the thirteenth
session of the Executive Committee. After obtaining the latter's agree~
ment~ the group had been fortunate enough to receive advice from an international legal expert, Dr. Jenks, a high-ranking official of lIO. With his
assistance, the group had produced a text which, in the opinion of the
speaker, appeared to be coherent and arranged in a logical order.
He considered that the Convention proposed in document Cg-IV/3
constituted a solid basis for the Organization's activities. He asked
Congress to look upon it as an honest effort to do away with certain
difficulties and to use it as a basis for drafting a Convention which, it
was to be hoped, would remain long unchanged.
The President thanked Sir Graham sutton and the members
group as well as the legal expert, for their important work.

of

his

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) recognized that the Executive Committee and
its working group had been extremely active· in preparing document Cg-N/3.
He doubted however whether there was actualJy any need to amend the
Convention as it stood. The arguments put forward for doing so were based
merely on a number of linguistic imperfections and a few minor illogicalities, and it had not been shown that those weak points had ever caused
any difficulty in the development of the Organization or its activities.
He felt that there was a contradiction in terms embodied in
Resolution 4 (Cg-III). At Cg-III Ireland had made a reservation on the
validity of Resolution 4 (Cg-III) which provided the basis for the proposals contained in document Cg-IV/3. In that Resolution, Congress explicitly stated that only Members who were States had a prescriptive
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right to propose amendments to the Convention. It thus excluded itself.
as a bodys from the exercise of that right3 which it could therefore not
delegate to the Executive Committee.
He wished to make it clear that his delegation did not intend to
attempt to prevent discussion taking place on the subject of document
Cg-IV/3, even though Ireland did not support it.
The amendments proposed fell into two categories. Firstly, there
were those aimed at improving the wording and removing illogicalities.
His delegation was in no way opposed to amendments of that kind, but the
debate had shown that document cg-IV/3 itself, while eliminating some
faulty passages, contained further imperfections; he quoted examples to
show that the new text might be subject to criticism of the same kind as
had been expressed with regard to the existing one.
Secondly~ amendments were proposed which would fundamentally
alter the structure of the Organization.

He was opposed to adopting such amendments because that would
mean departing from the principles approved by the Conference of Directors
held in Washington in 1947. His countryls Government had adhered to the
Convention as it was then and could therefore not agree to any modification of its basic principles.
He invited the delegates to examine alone with their consciences
whether the changes proposed would serve to foster the aims of the Organization as expressed in Article 2. He believed that the reply would be
unanimous that these proposed changes would make no difference in this
respect : that the maintenance of rapid exchange of information, that
the standardization of observations, etc. would proceed equally well if
the Convention were not changed.
However, since some Members wished the Convention to sanction
explicitly the possibility of voting by correspondence between sessions
of Congress, his country proposed, as a compromise solution, an amendment
which was set forth in document Cg-IV/9.
The Irish delegation was prepared to withdraw its amendment if
agreement could be reached on the principle of making no amendment to
the existing text.
The Irish Government has also proposed an addition to the Convention. The aim is solely to reinforce, not to change, the principle on
which the Convention is based. If the principle of not changing the
Convention were agreed to, the finance committee proposed in document
Cg-IV/4 could be established as a standing committee of Congress simply
by a resolution. The adoption of document Cg-IV/3 would probably result
in having two or more Conventions in force simultaneously. The Organization has worked, on the whole, very well under the existing Convention.
It is most likely that it would work still better with a greater budget
but amending the Convention would not bring greater contributions from
the Members and might bring grave dangers for the Organization.
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The minor imperfections previously mentioned could be corrected
on
the text. as had been done on previous occasions.

by means of resolutions bearing on the interpretation to be placed

The President drew attention to the fact that many of the points
raised by Mr. Doporto had been considered by the working group set up by
the Executive Committee, but that the latter had nevertheless felt it to
be its duty to submit document cg-IV/3.
As he saw it, Congress was faced with a choice between two points
of view : the one opposed to any modification whatsoever of the Convention,
but with the palliative of interpretative resolutions of Congress, and
the other, the opinion set forth in document cg-IV/3.

Mr. Lambor (Poland) felt that the differences of opinion which
had arisen showed the need for going more deeply into the question. He
doubted whether that could be done during the present session.
Many
Members, including Poland, would be unable to accept an amended form of
Convention without making some reservations, which would create a situation of some delicacy for the future. He therefore suggested that the
draft amendments be referred to the next Congress.

Mr. Warners (Netherlands) set forth the reasons which had led his
country to submit document Cg-IV/lOl, Reference was made to document
Cg-III/88 in which several deficiencies in the present Convention had been
announced. which did not seriously hamper the work of the Organization,
but nevertheless should be taken into account when. after thorough preparation an overall revision of the Convention was considered at Fourth
Congress. Analysing the proposals presented to this Congress in document
cg-IV/3 and other valuable suggestions of various Members in subsequent
documents, it might have been concluded that only a few of the proposed
amendments were related to the fundamental structure and procedures of
the organization; the majority fell under the category of amendments of a
more editorial nature, This led to the essential question, whether at
that time the study of tp~ problem had reached such a state of maturity
as to enable the Congress to come to a carefully considered, consolidated
product. We had to be aware of the revolutionary developments in the
geophysical sciences as a whole and meteorology in particular.
Never
before had we been confronted with such spectacular evolutions of the
natural sciences and their application to all activities of mankind, and
the repercussions of these developments on the structure and the activities
of the Organization were such, that even the wording of Article 2 of the
Convention seemed to have become obsolete and required thorough re-investigation. The new pattern of activities of WMO~ both internally and in cooperation with UN and other international organizations required fundamental reconsideration of the structure of WMO and readjustment of the
technical, administrative and financial machinery. It was emphasized that
the necessary preparatory work for such structural amendments of the
Convention required further profound study; it was essential that the
whole problem be discussed in detail during the present session of Congress,
in order to make it possible for the adoption by next Congress of a
balanced~ cohesive revised text of the Convention.
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Mr. ~ (Czechoslovakia) was in favour of retaining the existing
version of the Convention and reconsidering the matter at some future date.
Mr. Bell (Federal Republic of Germany) said that he had studied
document Cg-~and the other relevant documents with great interest and
attention. He felt that Fourth Congress should concern itself only with
those amendments which, according to Article 28 (c) of the Convention~
could be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the Members which were states,
but "that any amendment involving a question of principle should be referred
to another session of Congress, either to Fifth Congress or an extraordinary session of Congress. He therefore supported the proposals contained
in the documents submitted by the Netherlands (Doc. Cg-IV/IOI) and the
United Arab Republic (Doc. Cg-IV/108).
Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (Canada) recalled that Third Congress had
already examined proposals for amendments to the Convention, some of which
had been considered urgent and had brought forth an immediate decision.
Third Congress had also recognized that other proposals had been made
which deserved to be examined further and had referred them to the Executive Committee for that purpose. The results of the Executive Committee1s
consideration were presented in document Cg-IV/). Naturally, all those
present would already have arrived at an opinion on the problem, but he
felt sure that if the same problem were to be subjected to group study
with the members of the Committee on General and Legal Questions, it would
be seen in a new light. He therefore sincerely hoped that the Committee
would make a complete and thorough study of document Cg-IV/3 and of the
proposals contained in the other documents on the question.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed that
the present session of Congress should not examine the amendments to the
Convention proposed in document Cg-IV/). He pointed out that many other
delegates had made the same proposal. If a majority of delegates felt
that it was not essential, at the present stage, to consider amendments
to the Convention, the task of the Committee on General and Legal Questions would be substantially lightened. If on the other hand a majority
of delegates felt it was essential to examine the proposals at the present
time, they should be referred to that Committee. In his opinion, the
oplnlon of the plenary meeting was called for and he asked that the question be put to the vote.
Mr. Reichelderfer (United States of America) supported the proposal of the delegate of Canada. He was convinced that the matter should
be discussed by the Committee on General and Legal Questions, which would
decide which amendments were essential. He did not agree with the proposal made by the delegate of the U.S.S.R. that the question be put to
the vote and settled immediately. The Committee on General and Legal
Questions should at least examine an amendment to Article 28 that would
make it easier in future to adopt amendments to the Convention that met
with general approval.

Mr. Wahab (Sudan) asked whether the vote proposed by the delegate
of the U.S.S.R. referred only to document cg-IV/3, or to all the amendments
to the Convention, that is to say, including those proposed blf the Members.
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Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) pointed out
that all amendments required the approval of the governments which had
signed the Convention. He repeated his proposal that Fourth Congress
should not adopt amendments to the Convention but should recommend a
further study, for the benefit of Fifth Congress, of all proposals which
had been submitted.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) thought that document Cg-IV/J, merited
detailed consideration by Fourth Congress. The document in question was
of considerable importance and was the result of a perfectly clear decision
taken by Third Congress. It should therefore, at least receive thorough
study in the Committee on General and Legal Questions. Moreover, it was
very probable that it would be found to contain questions and aspects
which would obtain the approval of a two-thirds majority. Further~ there
were other documents presented by countries containing amendments which
deserved cordial approval. He thought that such documents should also
be examined by the Committee on General and Legal Questions.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) supported the proposal made by the
Spanish delegate. The Committee on General and Legal Questions should
study all amendments proposed by the Executive Committee and by Members
which were state~ before it was able to decide definitely whether or not to
accept .amendments to the Convention and determine which of the amendments
could be approved then and which should be referred to the next Congress.

Mr. Bogatyr (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) thought that
the existing Convention had proved its worth and had not given rise to
any serious difficulties in the past. He pointed out that few Members
which were States had proposed amendments but that many delegates had
opposed any amendments to the Convention. For that reason he fully supported the proposal of the delegate of the U.S.S.R.
Mr. Gibbs (Australia) considered that the fact that Third Congress
had already ~d the Convention showed that that Congress
had not
regarded the original Convention as fully satisfactory; it would~ therefore~ seem logical that the need for a revision should also be examined at
Fourth Congress and that such examination should cover both the proposals
contained in document Cg-IV/3~ and the draft amendments submitted by the
various countries.
Mr. Glomozda (Uyelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) thought
that the plenary meeting should make a very de£inite recommendation to the
Committee on General and Legal Questions. He thought, there£ore~ that it
would be correct to put the question to the vote.
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) recalled ·that one o£ the amendments proposed by certain countries
was of particular importance, i.e. the one concerning an increase in the
number o£ members of the Executive Committee. 1£ the proposal by the
delegate of the U.S.S.R. was accepted, it was liable to eliminate all
discussion on the point. As regards the proposals contained in document
Cg-IV/3~ if no discussion took place and no decision were taken on that
question, the Executive Committee would possess no directive for the future
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and the Fifth Congress would find itself in the same situation as existed
then. The Executive Committee had produced a document on the question of
an amendment to the Convention. at the request of Congress. That document
should be discussed in order to ascertain whether it was good or bad, Sir
Graham Sutton appealed to the delegates not to accept the proposal to
reject all discussion on the subject.
The President also called attention to the serious consequences
which might arise from a rejection of the documents concerning amendments
to the Convention.
Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) said he agreed with the remarks
made by the delegate of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland. Moreover. he thought that to forego any discussion on the
proposed amendments to the Convention would mean depriving many new Members of an opportunity to be represented on the Executive Committee.
While he was not in agreement with all the points covered by documen~
Cg-IV/3, he saw no danger in affording .the Committee on General and Legal
Questions an opportunity to discuss that document.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) commented that his delegation had not
opposed a discussion of document Cg-IV/3, although that document did not
have its approval. He hoped that, as in the past, Congress would be able
to adopt interpretive resolutions to the Convention and also on questions
such as those proposed by Tunisia. He proposed that the U.S.S.R. delegate
should be asked to reconsider his proposal.
The President asked the delegates of the U.S.S.R., Ukrainian
S.S.R. and Byelorussian S.S.R. whether they would be prepared to withdraw their proposal and, as a result, enable the documents concerning
amendments to the Convention to be discussed by the Committee on General
and Legal Questions. That committee could then decide what amendments
were acceptable and could be voted on by the present Congress, and also
make a study of the documents bearing on the question, a study which could
provide a basis for the future work of the Executive Committee.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his
proposal did not mean that the draft amendments should not be studied.
His purpose was to avoid prolonged discussion during the very short period
of Fourth Congress. He thought that for every proposal a compromise or an
amendment could be found. To his regret it appeared that no delegate had
presented such a compromise. Not being a legal man, he found it difficult
to formulate his proposal with amendments which would appear acceptable
to the majority. He suggested that the two follOWing possibilities
existed
(1)

To adjourn the study of the question to permit the devising of
a compromise solution;

(2)

If that proved impossible, to put the proposal to the vote.

The President said he was inclined to believe that the solution
which had just been proposed by the delegate of the U.S.S.R. could be
regarded as a compromise solution, that is to say, the Committee on
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General and
which could
discussion,
so that the
directives.

Legal Questions should be directed to examine the amendments
be dealt with at once wi tho.ut difficulty and without prolonged
and could examine the other documents, and give its opinion
next Executive Committee would have available the necessary

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed an
alternative compromise solution which he thought acceptable. The amendments to the Convention proposed by the Members which were states
who
had ratified the Convention should be examined by Fourth Congress. The
amendments proposed by the working group of the Executive Committee should
not be considered.
The President said he feared that the latter proposal did not
afford a proper solution. Actually) there were two proposals : one to
examine all the amendments submitted by Members which were States, and
another not to examine the amendments contained in document Cg-IV/3. The
President proposed putting the two proposals to the vote. He recalled
that only States Members had the right to vote and that a two-thirds
majority was needed for a proposal to be approved.
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) pointed out that the last proposal of the U.S.S.R. delegate was
illogical since some of the amendments submitted by countries necessarily
involved an examination of document cg-IV/3. In those circumstances, how
could the Committee on General and Legal Questions take into consideration the proposals of countries if it was not able to mention or discuss
document Cg-IV/3?

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) recalled that the U.S.S.R. delegate had
previously proposed simply to adjourn the discussion and resume it at a
later meeting) to enable delegates to give the question due consideration.
He wished to support that proposal for an adjournment.
At the President1s request, Mr. Doporto stated that he requested
the application of Regulation 80 of the General Regulations, under which
a delegation could propose the adjournment of the discussion.
As the proposal encountered no objection, the President declared
the discussion adjourned.
(S8e also next meeting).
The meeting rose at 5.10 p.m.
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5 April 196), at 9.)0 a.m.

The meeting opened at 9.50 a.m.

11.

Amendments to the WMO Convention (Continued)(Agenda item 3.1)
(Docs. Cg-IV!3, 4 and Carr.l; 5, 9 and Carr. 1; 10, 11. 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17, 25, 27, 50, 66, 7), 101, 108)

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) recalled that
he had set forth his delegation's views and apprehensions in detail at
the Fifth Plenary Meeting. Nevertheless, the delegation of the U.S.S.R.,
desirous of reaching a decision that would be acceptable to most delegations on the subject of the amendments to the WMO Convention, submitted
the following proposals :
That the Committee on General and Legal Questions of Fourth
Congress be requested to examine all the proposals submitted to Congress
in connexion with amendments to the Convention 3 including those prepared
by the working group of the Executive Committee, with a view to
(a)

Submitting to the plenary meeting all amendments to the Convention that should have been examined and unanimously approved by
the Committee on General and Legal Questions;

(b)

Referring to a special committee any amendments not unanimously
approved, for further study and subsequent submission to Fifth
Congress.

Mr. Reichelderfer (United states of America) thought that the
proposal made by the delegation of the U.S.S.R. might perhaps enable a
solution to be found for the difficulties which had arisen in the previous
plenary meeting. He wished however to ask for clarification on the subject of the unanimity mentioned in the proposal. Discussion in WMO
committees did not as a rule follow the strict letter of parliamentary
procedure and the term "unanimity II was sometimes used in a fairly elastic
sense. The word would have to be interpreted with some degree of liberality so as to preclude the possibility of a single negative vote preventing discussion on a proposal which had received the approval of a large
majority. He wondered whether the Soviet delegation would agree to an
understanding that amendments could be adopted if they were approved by
a large majority even though not unanimously.
Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) felt that it
was important to try to obtain the highest possible degree of unanimity
for amendments to the Convention that might be adopted by Congress. He
would however be prepared to accept some degree of flexibility in order
to enable proposed amendments that were opposed by only one or two delegates to be submitted to the plenary. He reiterated his belief in the
importance of coming as close as possible to unanimity. The membership

52

SIXTH PIENARY MEETING

of WMO was a very serious matter and it should not be possible for the
doors of the Organization to be closed to certain Members for reasons
connected with review of the Convention.
The President asked whether Mr. Logvinov still considered it
necessary to put his proposal formally to the vote, since there was
general agreement on the advisability of the Committee on General and
Legal Questions examining all the proposals for amendments presented. The
committee would be given a general directive to indicate clearly in its
report which amendments had been approved by a majority, which had been
approved by a smaller majority and which had not been accepted; in other
words~ it would follow the procedure indicated in paragraph 9 of document

Cg-Df/3.
Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked, in the
name of his country1s delegation, that his proposal be put to the vote.
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) felt it would be dangerous to adopt a resolution of that nature.
He was not sure whether the proposed procedure was legal, as it in fact
introduced a veto, with the consequent danger that a proposal submitted
in due and proper form by a Member State might be rejected before it
could be put to the vote in plenary. To return to an example quoted
previously, a proposal to increase the number of members of the Executive
Committee could be rejected for no more valid reason than a persistent
refusal on the part of a few members in the Committee on General and Legal
Questions to consider it, without its being submitted to a plenary meeting.
He therefore recommended that the said procedure be discarded as undemocratic and that WMQ continue to follow its traditional practices.
The proposal submitted by the delegation of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics was put to the vote, the result being as follows :
For the proposal
Against
Abstentions

10
63

14

The President declared the proposal rejected. The Committee
General and Legal Questions would therefore examine all the proposed
amendments to the Convention.

on

Mr. Warners (Netherlands) said, as he had already stated before,
that his country1s delegation was not in favour of amending the Convention
at present. Experience, as well as the progress of science and technology,
called for a profound study of any change in the Organization1s structure,
in all its aspects, both technical and administrative. The proposals
submitted, particularly those in that excellent document Cg-IV!3, should
be studied and discussed in detail. Fourth Congress should be able
clearly to express the principles and ideas on which a revised Convention
should be based, but there was no need at present to adopt a large number
of amendments of perhaps secondary importance. However, the possibility
of an immediate change in Article 28 (Amendments) should be studied. It
should be possible to elaborate general principles acceptable to all;
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a special group or committee to be established by this Congress would then
be instructed to prepare a draft based on those principles.
The President thanked Mr. Warners and said that he considered
that statement to be an explanation of vote.

(See also paragraph 17).
12.

Report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.3)

(Docs.Cg-IV/113, 114, 118)
The President pointed out that the United States delegation had 3
in connexion with item 1.3 of the agenda, requested the suspension of
Regulation 79. That request (Doc. Cg-IV/114) had been submitted pursuant
to Regulation 3 of the General Regulations and within the time-limit
specified. There were no objections and the proposal was accordingly
adopted.

Mr. de Azcarraga (chairman of the Credentials Committee) said
that his committee was submitting two repprts, for certain credentials
had been presented after the first repbrt-had been prepared. He then
submitted the First Report (Doc. Cg-IV/l13).
Dr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics] said that if
Congress adopted the report of the Credentials Committee, the Soviet
delegation wished to reaffirm its statement as already given in Information Document No.8 (Cg-IV/Inf. 8). He asked for this observation to be
incorporated in the minutes of the meeting.
The first report of the Credentials Committee was then adopted.
The chairman of the Credentials Committee then_ submitted
second report of his committee, document Cg-IV!118.

the

The report was approved without any comments.
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland), on behalf of his country's delegation, requested that the
following statement be inserted in the minutes :
III wish to put it on record
do so solely on the grounds that
sidered as documents, in order.
be taken as implying recognition
credentials were issued.

that, in approving these reports, I
the credentials concerned are, conThis approval should not necessarily
of the authorities by whom the

1,
[

II

¥'

"It 'liill be recalled that for many years now J whenever this
Assembly or any other organ of the United Nations has approved the
report of its Credentials Committee, a statement similar to the one
which I have just made has been made on behalf of the United Kingdom
delegation. The limited significance of approval by United Kingdom
representatives of reports of Credentials Committees of United Nations
organs is thus now so well known that it appears superfluous to re-state
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it whenever such reports are approved and in future this will not be
considered necessary_ I wish to place on record~ however I that the
absence of such a statement on any occasion must not be taken to mean
that any different significance from that which I stated at the outset
is to be attributed to United Kingdom approval of the report of a
Credentials Conunittee. "

(See also paragraph 38).
13.

Establishment of committees (Agenda item 1.5)

(See paragraph 4)
Bo~i~a!i£n_ £o~!t!e~

The President observed that in order ~o apply Regulation 23 of
the General Regulations in a reasonable manner, the Office had decided to
propose that the members of the Nomination Committee be drawn from
regional associations as follows :

For
For
For
For
For
For

Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional

Association
Association
Association
Association
Association
Association

I
II
III
IV

V

VI

three members
two members
two members
one member
one member
three members.

As at Third Congress, the six presidents of regional associations
orl in their absence, the vice-presidents l would be included in the Committee. The Office had therefore decided to submit the following
proposals:
For Regional Association I
For Regional Association II
For
For
For
For

Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional

Association
Association
Association
Association

III
IV
V
VI

The membership of the Nomination
Office was accepted without discussion.

Madagascar I Ghana and Sudan
Hong Kong and the Union of_Soviet
Socialist Republics
Argentina and Ecuador
United States of America
New Caledonia
Yugoslavia, Belgium, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.
Committee as proposed by

The President of WMO would attend the meeting at which the
committee would elect its chairman.
The meeting rose at 10.25 a.m.

the

55
MINUTES OF TIlE SEVENTH PIENARY MEETING

11 April 1963, at 9.30 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.40 a.m.

14.

Relations with the United Nations and other international

organizations (Agenda item 3.3) (Doc. Cg-IV!127)

Mr. Krishna Rac (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) said that paragraphs 1 to 8 of document Cg-IV/127 contained a
summary of the discussions in the committee or within his committee.
The same document also contained 3 draft resolutions :

3.3!A

Relations with the United Nations and other international organizations (Appendix A)

3.3!B

United Nations Development Decade (Appendix B)

3.3!C

Co-ordination of technical co-operation at the
national level (Appendix C)

and a text suggested for insertion in the general summary of the work of
Congress.
On draft Resolution 3.3/B. he observed that the statement made
by the delegation o~ the U.S.S.R. on the United Nations Development Decade
appeared in paragraph 7 o~ document Cg-IV/127.
At the request or the President, draft resolutions 3.3/A and
3.3/B as shown in Appendices A and B to document Cg-IV/127 were adopted
without discussion (see Resolution 5 (Cg-IV) - Relations with the United
Nations and other international organizations - and Resolution 6 (Cg-IV) United Nations Development Decade).
On dra~t Resolution 3.3/C, Mr. Logvinov (U.S.S.R.) said that, in
his delegation's view, the matters raised in the resolution should be
examined more closely. The Organization certainly had a right to formulate
recommendations on matters pertaining to meteorological services' activities. However,he did not consider that recommendations should be ~ormulated
on planning in the various countries.
He observed that parts or drart Resolution ).3/C pertained to
technical assistance. The Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions should therefore examine the contents of that resolution when it
came to discuss technical assistance; he proposed that the adoption or
drart Resolution 3.3/C be delayed.

Mr. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) said that the two paragraphs beginning with INVITES and
CONSIDERS were the most important part o~ drart Resolution 3.)/C. The
Committee on General and Legal Questions had considered them to be very
important and, in its opinion, a suitable resolution should be adopted.

---------- ----------
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Congress must clearly take a decision as to whether that resolution could be combined with another resolution within the framework of the
technical assistance plan.
However, he personally was in favour of adopting the resolution
in its present form.
The President believed that the resolution should be maintained
in its present form. The addition of other concepts would weaken the
resolution. He asked whether the delegate of the U.S.S.R. would, in view
of the importance of the matter raised by the chairman of the Committee on
General and Legal Questions, be willing to adopt the present resolution
and refer to the latter in another resolution which could be adopted when
the item on technical co-operation had been fully examined.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) repeated that,
in his view. Congress should not make recommendations to countries on
matters lying within those countries' competence. Moreover. a resolution
or recommendation of that type would. in regard to his country. be completely useless. Certain government bodies in his country would not even
understand it. He adhered to his proposal that approval of draft Resolution 3.3/C be delayed.
The President appreciated Mr. Logyinov's views, but observed that
the situation was not the same for all countries.

Mr. GoldbrUnner (Venezuela) considered that draft Resolution
3.3/C, particularly the paragraph beginning with INVITES, provided valuable support to the meteorological services of developing countries.
He therefore advocated that the resolution be adopted.

Mr. de Sousa (Portugal) pointed out that his delegation faced the
same difficulty as that mentioned by the delegate of the U.S.S.R. Prudence
was advisable when considering the possible adoption of recommendations or
resolutions involving decisions which appeared to touch on the field of
competence of Member States themselves. During the discussions in the
Committee on General and Legal Questions certain delegates had supported
draft Resolution 3.3/C, while others did not consider it fully appropriate.
The Committee had endeavoured to word the draft resolution in such a way
as to enable Members to decided for themselves whether the resolution
concerned them. For this purpose an appropriate expression had been used
in the paragraph under INVITES in whicn the words "Members concerned lt
appeared.
Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (Canada) considered that draft resolution
3.3/C was intended to assist Members of WMO. Many other resolutions
addressed to Members had been adopted at previous Congresses. To his
knowledge, those resolutions had not created any difficulties so far.
Draft Resolution 3.3/C would be very useful for developing countries. He
therefore associated himself with the views expressed by the chairman of
t~e Committee on General and Legal Questions and the delegate of Venezuela.
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The President observed that two proposals were before Congress

(1)

Defer examination of draft Resolution 3.3/C;

(2)

Adopt the draft resolution in its present form.

He decided to put the two proposals to the vote.

Elf a show

of

hands there was a clear majority against the first proposal.
The proposal for deferring the adoption of draft Resolution

3.3/C was therefore rejected.
The result of the vote on the adoption of the resolution
present form was as follows
For the proposal
Against
Abstentions

in its

66
0
15

Draft Resolution 3.}/C as shown in Appendix C to document
Cg-IV!127 was therefore adopted (see Resolution 11 (Cg-IV) - Co-ordination of technical co-operation at the national level).
The text (paragraph 9 of document Cg-IV/127) suggested for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session was then approved
without further discussion# as well as document Cg-IV/l27 as a whole.
(See also paragraph 51).

12..

Joint support schemes (Agenda item 3.6) (Doc. Cg-IV/123
and Add. 1)

Mr. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Conuni ttee on General and Legal
Questions) observed that the above documents contained his committee1s
report on joint support schemes.

He drew attention to the statement of the delegation of Greece
(paragraph 2 of document Cg-IV/l23).
The document contained# in appendix# a draft Resolution 3.6 and~
in paragraph 6, a text suggested for insertion in the general summary of
the work of the session; paragraph 3.6.3 of that text should be amended
as indicated in the Addendum 1 to document Cg-IV/123.
At the request of the President, draft Resolution 3.6 and the
text for insertion in the general summary of the session. amended as
indicated in the Addendum 1 to document Cg-IV/l23~ were adopted without
discussion (see ResoJution 9 (Cg-IV) - Joint support schemes).

16.

Public information (Agenda item 3.7) (Doc. Cg-IV/l35)

Mr. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) submitted document Cg-IV/135 containing. in appendix. draft
Resolution ).7. and, in paragraph 4. a text suggested for insertion in
the general summary of the work of the session.
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At the request of the President, draft Resolution 3.7 and the
text suggested for insertion in the general summary were adopted without
discussion. (See Resolution 10 (Cg-IV) - Public information policy).

17·

Amendments to the WMO Convention (Agenda item 3.1)

(Doc. Cg-IV!124)
(See paragraph II).

Ar!i£l! l/_{£}_o£

!h~ £o~v~n!i£U

Mr. Krishna Rac (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) said that, when his conunittee had begun to discuss item 3.1

of the agenda, the general desire had been to examine first of all the
proposed amendments - submitted by Tunisia in document Cg-IV!5 and by
Australia in document Cg-IV/ll - to Article 13 (e). The discussions on
that subject were summarized in paragraphs 1 to 5 of document Cg-IV/I24~
which also contained draft Resolution 3.1/A and a text proposed for
inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session. The draft
Resolution is on the same lines as Resolution 2 (Cg-III) - Amendment to
Article 13 of the Convention.
Mr. Doporto (Ireland) made the following statement:
liThe Irish delegation~ although opposed to the increase of the
number of members of the Executive Committee, is prepared to accept,
in deference to the new Members of the Organization, the wishes of the
majority.
"Regarding the adoption of draft Resolution 3.1/A ~ubmitted in
the appendix to document Cg-IV/124) under Article 28 (c) of the Convention, the Irish delegation wishes to state that this resolution
falls under Article 28 (b) as it clearly represents new obligations admittedly small - for Members.
ITA principle followed when interpreting articles of a convention
or a treaty is that the interpretation cannot make inoperative another
article or articles of the same convention or treaty. If Congress by
a majority of two-thirds may decide whether an amendment comes under
Article 28 (b) or 28 (c), as the same two-thirds majority is required
for the adoption of the amendment, Article 28 (b) becomes inoperative.
Therefore the Irish delegation opposes the adoption of draft Resolution
3.l/A under 28 (b) or 28 (c) and reserves the right of decision on this
matter.
I~owever in this particular case my delegation is prepared
to
accept the inclusion of the date of implementation in draft Resolution

3.1/A."
The President proposed that draft Resolution 3.l/A be put to the
vote. In view of the nature of the subject, and in accordance with the
procedure at Third Congress, he decided to take a vote by roll-call which,
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under Regulation 54, was to be taken in the alphabetical order of the
names of the Members of the Organization in the French language.
He
recalled that only Member States were to participate in the vote and that
the majority required for adoption of the draft resolution was two-thirds
of all Member States, that being in the present case two-thirds of 105,
70 Members.
The results of the vote by roll-call were as follows
In favour of adoption of draft Resolution 3.1/A : 81 Members.
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium

Bulgaria
Byelorussian, Soviet Socialist
Republic
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Chatl

China
Colombia

Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey

Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Germany 3 Federal Republic of'
Ghana
Greece
Guinea
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan
Korea, Republic of

Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Sierra Leone
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Sweden
Syria
Tanganyika
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukrainian 3 Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United States of America
Upper Volta
Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet-Narn, Republic of
Yugoslavia.
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Abstentions

2 Members.

Ireland
Switzerland
Since the number of favourable votes exceeded substantially the
two-thirds of the Member States of the Organization, draft Resolution
3.l/A was adopted (See Resolution 1 (Cg-IV) - Amendment to Article 13
of the Convention of the World Meteorological Organization).
The President then said that the date of implementation of the
approved amendment had yet to be fixed. He suggested that the example of
the last Congress be followed, the date of adoption of the resolution
being selected as the date of implementation, which, in the present case

was 11 April 1963.
There being no objections, that proposal was

adopted.

The President then proposed that approval be given to the text
proposed for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session.
That text was to be found in paragraph 6 of document Cg-IV/124 and
consisted of two sub-paragraphs, 3.1.1 and 3.1.2.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) proposed the following amendments thereto
(1)

That the final phrase of sub-paragraph 3.1.1 "taking into
account the general increase in membership of the.Organizationlt be deleted;

(2)

That a new sub-paragraph 3.1.2 be added to express the
opinion of certain Members who did not support the amendment,
in accordance with the provisions of Article 28 (c).
The
new paragraph in which the ideas expressed in paragraph 5
of document Cg-IV/124 would be recorded in the general
summary and would read as follows : ItCongress considered
whether these amendments to Article 13 (c) could be adopted
under the provisions of Article 28 (c) of the Convention.
The majority of the delegations present stated that they
were prepared to adopt those amendments under Article 28 (c).
One delegation reaffirmed that its Government considered
that every Member had the right to decide whether it wished
to support an amendment under the conditions of sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) of Article 28 of the Convention. It

He proposed a third amendment for the purpose of removing a
contradiction between the French and English texts of sub-paragraph 3.1.2
on page 3 of document Cg-IV/124.
As the French version of that sub-paragraph was considered
satisfactory, it was decided that the English version should be amended
ac cordingly .
There were no objections to Mr. Doporto's first amendment.
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Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) suggested that delegates be given time to consider whether they
wished to adopt the second proposed amendment, the addition of a new subparagraph.
The President pointed out that the statement by the delegate of
Ireland had already been recorded in the minutes and asked Mr. Doporto
whether in the circumstances J he would agree to withdraw his second proposed amendment if need be.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) thought that the inclusion of his statement
in the minutes was not sufficient and, therefore. maintained his second
proposed amendment. He would nevertheless agree to postpone discussion
of it. If delegates did not want to include the proposed new textJ they
could take such a decision by a two-thirds majority.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) proposed a compromise: since Congress
would eventually have to discuss Article 28 of the Convention, the position taken by various delegations could be clearly indicated in the
general summary at that time.
Mr. Doporto (Ireland) agreed and -withdrew his second
amendment.

proposed

The text for inclusion in the general summary, with sub-paragraph
3.1.1 amended as proposed by Mr. Doporto and with the English text of subparagraph 3.1.2 re-worded to correspond to the French textJ was then
approved.
(See also paragraph 54).

18.

Instruments and methods of observation (Agenda item 5.6)

(Doc. Cg-rv/132)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
explained the~dure adopted by his committee for discussion of agenda
items 5.6 - 5.11. The Committee had decided to deal with the technical
and financial aspects of those items in separate documents. He noted
that the documents at present before Congress concerned only the technical
aspects. The financial aspects would be reconsidered later during discussion of item 5.1J when the committee would submit the Organization1s
complete technical programme to Congress.
Document Cg-IV/132 ~ontained, in paragraph 3, a text recommended
for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session.
At the President1s request this text was approved without
discussion.

19.

Aero1ogy (Agenda item 5.7) (Doc. Cg-rv/131)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted document Cg-IV/13l, which contained a text proposed for inclusion in the general summary.
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At the Prestdentls request the text in question was approved
without discussion.

20.

Synoptic meteorology (Agenda item 5.9) (Doc. Cg-IV/129)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)

submitted doc~Cg-IV/129, which contained, in paragraph 6, a text for

inclusion in the general summary.
At the President's request the text in question
without discussion.

21.

was

approved

Aeronautical meteorology (Agenda item 5.10) (Doc. Cg-IV/130)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)

said that doc~Cg-IV/130 included a text proposed for inclusion in

the general summary.

At the President's request the text in question was approved.
22.

Agricultural meteorology (Agenda item 5.11) (Doc. Cg-IV/128)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted document Cg-IV/128~ which contained~ in paragraph 3~ a text for
inclusion in the general summary and as an appendix~ draft Resolution
T/5.II/I. That resolution carried no financial implications.
He pointed out that in the English text of paragraph 2 of the
draft Resolution, under DIRECTS the Secretary-General, the phrase "the
president of the technical commission concerned" should be amended to
read lithe preSidents of the technical commissions concerned". The correction did not apply to the French text~ which was correct.
At the President's request the draft Resolution T/?ll.I, so
and the text proposed for inclusion in the general summary
were adopted without discussion (See Resolution 33 (Cg-IV) - Collaboration
with agricultural agencies).
corrected~

23·

Participation of WMO in the United Nations Expanded Programme of
Technical Assistance (Agenda item 4.2) (Doc. Cg-IV!122)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) said that document Cg-IV/l22 contained, in paragraphs 1 - 13, a summary of the committee's discussion on the subject, and
in paragraph 14 a text proposed for inclusion in the general summary,
together with draft Resolution 4.2/I, as an appendix. On page 4 of the
French text of document Cg-IV/122, the first two lines should be replaced
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by the words : "..... executif I Ie Secretaire general et ses collabora-

teurs, afin d'assurer I'inscription des projets concernant 1a meteorologie
au Programme ••• ". The correction applied only to the French text and was
made in order to bring it in line with the English version.
At the President's request he explained that Appendix X mentioned
in sub-paragraph 4.2.3 of the text for inclusion in the general summary

was represented by the appendix to document Cg-IV/41.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed that
a new paragraph be added to draft Resolution 4.2/1, under the heading
INSTRUCTS, in the following terms :

"(3)

To make all necessary arrangements to ensure that aid under
the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance be granted
primarily to the newly independent countries, which had most
need of it.1I

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) commented that in his opinion the proposal put
forward by the delegate of the U.S.S.R. was the same as the one which
appeared in paragraph 12 of document Cg-IV/l22 and represented the opinion
of a minority in the committee. The majority considered that the statement.was not compatible with the procedures at present followed under the
Expanded Programme. Those procedures required that the countries themselves make the decision~ not the Organization. The Executive Committee
or the Secretary-General would therefore not be in a position to put into
effect the intention expressed in the proposal of the delegate of the
U.S.S.R.
The President wished to avoid resuming discussion on the matter,
since it had already been discussed by the committee, and asked
Mr. Logvinov if he wished to maintain his proposed amendment after the
explanation given by the chairman of the committee.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) replied that
he did wish to maintain the proposed amendment.
hands.

The President put the proposed amendment to the vote by show of
The results were as follows
For the amendment
Against the amendment
Abstentions

10
54
18

The amendment was accordingly rejected.
Draft Resolution 4.2/r, together with the text for inclusion in
the general summary, with the French text corrected as agreed, were
approved without further discussion (See Resolution 14 (Cg-IV) - Participation by WOOO in the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for economic development of less-developed countries).
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Participation of the WMQ in the Special Fund (Agenda item 4.3)
(Doc. Cg-IV/133)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) said that his committee IS discussions on the
participation of the WMO in the Special Fund were summarized in paragraphs
1 - 14 of document Cg-IV/133. Paragraph 15 of that document contained a
text proposed for inclusion in the general summary and a draft Resolution l
4.3/I J was appended.
The following addition should be made at the end of the draft
resolution: T1Note : This resolution replaces Resolution 13 (Cg-IIIL
which is no lo~ in force. II

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) commented
that1in the final paragraph of the draft resolution under REQUESTS, the
Executive Committee and the Secretary-General were requested to consider
if further discussions with the Special Fund were advisable. He thought
that Congress would be in order in giving more precise directives to the
Executive Committee and the Secretary-General and proposed that the
existing text be replaced by the following :
"REQUESTS the Executive Committee and Secretary-General, especially in view of General Assembly Resolution 1802, to continue
discussions with the Special Fund in connexion with the submission of projects, so that the latter may be included in the
list of meteorological projects important to economic development."

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) commented that during the last four years very
close co-operation between the Executive Committee and the SecretaryGeneral, on the one hand, and the Special Fund, on the other, had been
established. Moreover, he knew that the Secretary-General had already
taken immediate action on General Assembly Resolution 1802 and had already
started conSUltations with the Special Fund. Other discussions in the
immediate future did not seem necessary.
His committee had been privileged to have the United Nations
representatives present at its discussion on the agenda item in question.
The REQUESTS paragraph had accordingly been drafted after consultation
with United Nations representatives and its wording was acceptable to the
Special Fund authorities. For those two reasons the committee had agreed
to formulate the request in the terms that appeared in draft Resolution
4.3/I. He hoped that nothing would be done to harm the present excellent
relations between WMO and the Special Fund.

Mr. Wahab (Sudan) proposed that the last paragraph of draft
Resolution 4. 3/I be amended by deleting the final phrase "important to
economic development", since projects important to economic development
already fulfilled the conditions required for aid from the Special Fund.
There was therefore no point in referring to the matter in the resolution.
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The proposed amendment applied equally to sub-paragraph 4.3.4.
of the text for the general summary.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) said that his committee had thought it important
to include those words. Since the Special Fund was concerned precisely
with projects important to economic development the Committee had thought
it necessary to avoid giving the impression of wishing to ·alter the basic
rules of the Fund.
Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thought the
explanation given by the chairman of the committee very interesting, but
still wished to know the opinion of the Secretary-General and of the
chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions.
The Secretary-General confirmed that discussions had already
taken place on the possibility of obtaining projects under the Special
Fund to enable the Organization to fulfil the responsibilities devolving
on it from General Assembly Resolution 1802. He believed that~ for the
moment, there would hardly be any point in resuming discussions with the
Special Fund J since nothing new had occurred.
Obviously, it might be necessary to resume discussions when
plans were being worked out for implementing Resolution 1802 and he would
be ready to undertake such discussions at the right moment.
In the circumstances, he thought the text of draft Resolution
4.3/I entirely satisfactory and did not consider that it represented any
danger or a~y difficulty.
If the amendment proposed by the delegate of the U.S.S.R. were
adopted he would consider himself obliged to resume the discussions
immediately.

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions) saw
no difficuty in adopting the text of the draft resolution as it stood.
It might nevertheless be useful to express more strongly the opinion contained in the resolution. He doubted whether the amendment proposed by
the delegation of the U.S.S.R. would oblige the Secretary-General to
resume discussions with the Special Fund immediately. He saw no great
difference between the two texts but was inclined to support the amendment
proposed by the delegation of the U.S.S.R.
The President recalled that the existing text of draft Resolution
agreement with the United Nations
representatives in order to avoid any difficulty from that side. Moreover, it had been acknowledged that there was little difference between
the original text and the two proposed texts. He asked Congress, therefore, not to make any amendment to the original text.

4.3/1 had been drafted in full

As there were no objections to the President1s proposal draft
Resolution 4.3/1 was adopted in its original form, including the addition
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of the Note referring to Resolution 13 (Cg-III); the text proposed for
inclusion in the general summary was then approved (See Resolution 15
(Cg-IV) - Assistance to less-developed countries to be rendered in the
field of WMO under the United Nations Special Fund).

Participation of the WMO in other assistance programmes

(Agenda item 4.4) (Doc. Cg-IV!125)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted document Cg-IV/1251 which contained,
in paragraph 3, a text for inclusion in the general summary.
At the President's request the text in question was approved.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
following statement :

made

the

"With reference to the adoption of document Cg-IV/125, the delegation of the U.S.S.R. supports the proposal for providing teebnical
assistance in meteorology to the Republic of the Congo under the United
Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance and Special Fund.
liThe delegation of the U.S.S.R. does not3 however, recognize
expenditure connected with the so-called Civilian Operations in the
Congo and protests against any move to recover the financial deficit
in those operations through the EFTA or the United Nations Special
Fund".
(See also paragraph 29).

26.

Approval of Minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (Cg-IV/Min. 1 and Corr. 1)

The President3 after consulting Congress 3 declared that in the
absence of comments or objections, the Minutes of the first plenary
meeting., as corrected by Cg-IV/Min.l, Corr. 1, were adopted.
He recalled that at the second plenary meeting it had been
decided to refer agenda item 3.8, Revision of previous resolutions of
Congress, to three working committees and that the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions would be responsible for drafting the
report for the plenary meeting. After discussion by the Co-ordination
Committee it had been considered more appropriate that the Committee on
General and Legal Questions should take responsibility for pr~paring that
report; this change did not give rise to any objections and was adopted.
(See also paragraph

39).

The meeting rose at 12.25 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH PIENARY MEETING

18 April 1963, at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.40 p.m.
The President stated that the third report of the

Credentials

Committee~ which bore the reference Cg-IV/Doc. 152# had just been distri-

buted.

He suggested examining the report at the end of the meeting.
The proposal was adopted without discussion.

gr.

Appointment of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 7.3)
(Doc. Cg-IV!151)

Sir Graham Sutton (chairman of the Nomination Committee) said
that it was for him a very Simple and very pleasant task to present the
report contained in document Cg-IV/151. Only one name had been proposed
for the post of Secretary-General and the Nomination Committee unanimously
recommended the re-appointment of the then SecretarY-Genera1#
Mr. D.A. Davies.
The President said there appeared to be no objection
proposal and that therefore no vote was necessary.

to

the

He announced that Mr. D.A. Davies was appointed SecretaryGeneral of WMO (Applause).
The Secretary-General then made the following statement :
IIMr. President 3 Congress delegates,
This 1s the third time I have stood before you on this platform
in similar circumstances and 3 as on the two previous occasions 3 r wish
to express to you all my sincere thanks and my deep appreciation of
the great honour which you have conferred upon me in appointing me as
Secretary-General for a further period of four years.
Ifr count it indeed an honour, for many reasons.
"In the first place 3 the opportunity of serving WMO and hence the
science of meteorology, in such a capacity, is one Which, by the very
nature of things, can be afforded to but few.
If In addi tion 3 to be appointed by the duly accredited representatives of almost all countries of the world to continue to serve in
this office, must surely be regarded as an honour and a privilege and I would be hardly human if I were not deeply touched at this
expression of confidence in me which you have demonstrated.

"But3 conscious as I am of the honour you have done me, perhaps
I am even more mindful at this time of the responsibility which falls
to me# for no one who has studied the subjects being discussed by

68

EIGHTH PLENARY MEETING
this Congress can fail to be aware of the fact that important developments in the field of meteorology are before us - developments which
have resulted in an ever-increasing recognition of the significance of
the science of meteorology and of its many applications to the economic
development and the general well-being of all countries of the world and not least the development of the many newly-independent states who
have become Members of WMQ since last Congress.
"Such factors are, of course, reflected in the functions and
activities which fall to WMO - and hence, in the responsibilities
which fall - not only to the Secretariat, but also to all directors
of meteorological services and to the vast number of other meteorologists throughout the world 3 who in so many different ways contribute
to the work of the Organization.
IITurning for a moment to the past four years* I would like to
express my particular gratitude to you. Mr. President. and to the VicePresidents, for the guidance. the assistance and the friendly cooperation you have at all times extended to me.
IfI would like also to pay tribute to the Deputy Secretary-General
and to all the other members of the loyal and hard-working Secretariat
of which I am privileged - and indeed proud - to be the leader. I
would like to feel that your renewal of confidence in me is a renewal
of confidence in the Secretariat as a whole.
"This would also seem an appropriate occasion for me to acknowledge the many kindnesses and courtesies which the directors and the
staff of meteorological services have extended to me in the many
countries to which I have made official visits in the course of the
last four years. I have found such visits extremely informative and
useful from an official point of view. as well as very pleasant
personal experiences.
IfWhile taking this look at the past. it seems appropriate that I
should also refer to the work of my distinguished predecessor 3 the late
Dr. Gustav Swoboda 3 whom many of you will remember well - and upon whom
fell the task of building the Secretariat in its very early and formative stages - a task he did so well.

"Looking now to the future of WMO. this is, of course 3 in the hands
of you 3 the representatives of the Member countries of WM0 3 and I am
sure that following this Congress. the Organization will take bold ~nd
decisive strides forward in the fulfilment of the aims and purposes
prescribed in the Convention, using to the full all modern scientific
and technological advances.
"As to the role of the Secretary-General in these developments,
may I simply assure you of my earnest wish to carry out faithfully and
sincerely the duties incumbent upon me in the light of the decisions
of Congress. and may I also assure you that I will at all times give
of my best in endeavouring to justify your renewed confidence in me and for Which, as I have already said, I am grateful to you all.
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"Mr.

President, I can think. of no better way of' concluding
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my

remarks than by quoting a few words from the formal declaration which
the Secretary-General is required to give on taking up office
III will discharge my functions with the interests of the Organization only in view. II

(Applause) .
The President observed that as he had not prepared a speech, he
would speak in very simple terms. First of all, he wished to offer his
cordial congratulations to the Secretary-General on his re-appointment.
In his report to the Congress, he had already had occasion to refer in
particular to Mr. Davies's qualities, and it was these qualities which
had so decisively ensured his re-appointment. The President thought that
the decision was a very happy one for the Organization and should, in
particular. enable it to ensure the continuity of the work of the Secretariat. which was an important factor in the success of WMO. He associated
himself with the tribute which the Secretary-General had paid to
Dr. Swoboda~ who had had the arduous task of directing the Secretariat at
the beginning. The President also thanked the Secretary-General for his
kind words in regard to himself. He assured him that he fully appreciated
the harmony of their work together and the integrity which had marked all
the Secretary-GeneralIs conduct. He concluded by offering him again very
hearty congratulations on his unanimous appointment which had just taken
place.

28.

Technical assistance activities of WMQ (Agenda item 4.1)

28.1

Arrangements for the administration by WMQ of technical assist;n~e-proje;t; ~de~unit;d-Natio~s~;c~ic;l-C~-~p;r~tio~ - Kr~~~~s-(DO~.-Cg-IV7142).-

- - - - - - - - - -- - --

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted the first report of his committee on
the agenda item contained in document Cg-IV/142.
The proposed text for insertion in the general summary of the
work of the session as contained in paragraph 7 of the document, as well
as draft Resolution 4.1/r, were adopted without discussion (see Resolution
12 (Cg-IV) - Arrangements for the taking over by WMQ of the responsibility
for the administration of its technical assistance projects under the
United Nations technical co-operation programmes).

28.2
Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted the report of his committee, referred
to in document Cg-IV/143, on the recruitment of experts.
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The President drew attention to the following amendments
made to the French text of the document.

to

be

Page 43 paragraph 4.1.3.3, amend the last two lines as follows :
"Le Congres a examine divers moyens propres

a faciliter

Ie recru-

tement d'experts et a augmenter Ie nombre d'experts disponihles;
I' un de ces moyens stant Ie recrutement, selan les besoins, ..• "

Page 4, paragraph 4.1.3.5, last line, replace
individuels ll by "aux besoins de chacun".

lIa

leurs besoins

Draft Resolution 4.1/1I, first line, under CONSIDERANT replace
"mesurer" by "assurer" and last paragraph, replace "INVITE" by
"CHARGEII.

They represented editorial or translation corrections
concerned the French text only.

which

In addition, the President proposed the addition of the folloWing
new paragraph at the end of draft Resolution 4.1/1! : "To draw the atten_
tion of all Members of the Organization to the importance of this recom_
mendation. 11

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) thought that the new paragraph well reflected the
spirit of the discussions which had taken place in his committee.
The amendment proposed by the President was approved
discussion.

without

Draft Resolution 4.1/11 and the proposed text for insertion in
the general summary of the work of the session shown in paragraph 17 of
document Cg-IV/l43~ amended as stated by the President. were adopted
without discussion (see Resolution 13 (Cg-IV) - Recruitment of experts to
serve in technical co-operation programmes in which the World Meteorological Organization participates.
(See also paragraph 64).

29·

Participation of WMO in other assistance programmes

(Agenda item 4.4) (Doc. Cg-IV!1)4)
(See paragraph 25)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted his committee!s report contained in
the document referred to above.
Draft Resolution 4.4/r, as also the proposed text for insertion
in the general summary of the work of the session, as shown in paragraph
12 (b) of document Cg-IV/l34. were adopted without discussion (see Resolution 16 (Cg-IV) - Collaboration of the World Meteorological Organization
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with-the United Nations Programme for
Administration (OPEX Programme»).

30.

Technical Assistance
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Promotion of meteorological research (Agenda item 5.3.)
(Doc. Cg-IV/144)
Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Q.uestions)

submitted to Congress the report of his committee on the promotion
meteorological research referred to in document Cg-IV/144.

of

Mr. Van Rooy (South Africa) proposed that the first two lines of
paragraph 5.3.).2 of the proposed text for insertion in the general
summary of the work of the session should be amended as follows :
"Congress considered a request from the representative of South
Africa, made in response to the invitation contained in Resolution 32 (III-RA I) for partial financing of the Quarterly Radiation Bulletin which has been ••• II

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
pointed out t~e proposed new text was in line with the actual situation and thought there was no objection to its adoption.
The amendment proposed by Mr. Van Rooy was approved
discussion.

without

The President read out the following corrections in translation
applicable to the French text of the document under discussion : document
Cg-IV/144, paragraph 7, pages 2 and 3, replace "faire demarrer" by
"commencer".
Draft Resolution T/5.3.3/r, line 3, under EXPRlME, amend to read:
"donnees relatives a I' ozone atmospherique" j
Draft Resolution T/5.3.3/r and the proposed text for insertion in
the general summary of the work of the session, as shown in paragraph 7 of
document Cg-rv/144 and amended as mentioned above, were approved without
discussion (see Resolution 23 (Cg-IV) - Promotion of meteorological
research) •

2l.

Meteorological aspects of oceanographical projects

(Agenda item 5.3.6) (Doc. Cg-IV/141)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted his committee's report on the item of the agenda contained in
document Cg-rv/141.
Draft Resolution 5.3.6/a and the proposed text for insertion in
the general summary of the work of the session, as shown in paragraph 2 of
document Cg-IV/14l, were adopted without discussion (see Resolution 26
(Cg--IV) - Meteorological aspects of international oceanographic projects).
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32.

Tropical meteorology (Agenda item 5.3.7) (Doc. Cg-IV/145)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Cammi ttee on Technical Questions)
submitted his~tteels report, which appears as document Cg-IV/145, on
tropical meteorology.

Draft Resolution T/5.3.7/r and the text proposed for inclusion
in the general summary of the work of the session, contained in paragraph
2 of document Cg-IV/145, were adopted without discussion (see Resolution
27 (Cg-IV) - Research in tropical meteorology).

33.

Climatology (Agenda item 5.8) (Doc. Cg-IV/l)6)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted his committee's report which appears as document Cg-IV/136.
The President proposed that for the sake of clarity, the words
"the compilers 11 in paragraph 5 under CONSIDERING in draft Resolution
T/5.8/I~ should be replaced by the words lithe U.S. Weather Bureau".

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on
thought his c~ee could accept that proposal.

Technical

Questions)

The President's proposed amendment was adopted.
Draft Resolution T/5.8/I~ so amended, and the text proposed for
inclusion in the general summary (paragraph 9 of document Cg-IV/l)6) were
adopted without discussion (see Resolution 32 (Cg-IV) - World Weather
Records) •

34.
34.1

Review of the Staff Regulations (Agenda item 6.1)
status and salaries of the staff of the WMO Secretariat

(Doc-:- Cg-::N/149)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted his committee's first report on Agenda
item 6.1~ issued as document Cg-IV/l49.
The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary~ issued as
the Appendix to document Cg-IV/149 was approved without discussion.
The President congratulated Congress on its decision, which would
make the task of the Secretary-General easier in the years ahead.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted document Cg-IV/150, which contained
his committee's general report on the Review of the Staff Regulations.
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As at previous sessions of Congress, only those parts of the Staff
Regulations which 1 t was proposed to amend were reproduced in the annex to

the resolutions, but the full text of the Staff Regulations
included in the Final Abridged Report of the Fourth Congress.

would

be

Draft Resolution 6.l/a, its annex and the text proposed for inclusion in the general summary (Appendix A to document Cg-IV/150) were adopted
without discussion (see Resolution 36 (Cg-IV) - Establishment of Staff
Regulations of the World Meteorological Organization).

35·

Subsistence allowance for members of the Executive Committee
attending sessions thereof (Agenda item 6.10) (Doc. Cg-IV!146)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted the report contained in document
Cg-IV/146.
Mr. Topor (Romania) said that, although his delegation would not
oppose draft ~ution A/6.l0/I, he wished to draw attention to the
serious consequences that might follow its adoption. He feared that the
arrangements envisaged might transform members of the Executive Committee
into temporary officers of the Secretariat.
The psyahological effect of adopting the resolution would be to
deprive members of the Executive Committee of their authority as members
of a governing body. It was a source of prestige and honour for any
country to have one of its nationals elected to the Executive Committee;
therefore, that Committee must not be turned into a group of people
working for remuneration. Such a step might have disastrous repercussions
on the working morale of the World Meteorological Organization.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on P.dministrative
and Financial Questions), at the President 1 s request, explained that the
committee had very thoroughly discussed the matter raised by Mr. Topor.
He drew attention to two points :
First, his committee had been informed of the practices adopted in the
other specialized agencies. Practice varied, but a great many agencies
paid subsistence allowances to people who were not on the Secretariat
staff. Moreover, explicit rules on the matter had been published in a
United Nations pamphlet dated 1 January 1963, to which reference was
made in paragraph 4 of document Cg-IV/146;
Secondly, there was an appreciable difference between a subsistence
allowance and the salary paid to an international civil servant.
Members of the Executive Committee gave valuable time to the work of
the WMO without payment. Financial difficulties could prevent some
people from accepting election to the Executive Committee~ a point
which was made in the second preambular paragraph of the draft resolution. Moreover, it was stipulated that Members of the Executive
Cormnittee IImay claim" the subsistence allowances: they need not
necessarily do so.
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Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) said that his delegation would prefer
continuing with the current practice, which placed all members of the
Executive Committee on an equal footing~ whatever their country of origin.
Payment of a subsistence allowance was a negligible sacrifice for a country
in comparison with the prestige attaching to a seat on the Executive
Committee. Nevertheless, for the reasons given in the second preambular
paragraph, his delegation would not vote against the draft resolution.
He thought, however, that if it were decided to pay sUbsistence allowances
to members of the Executive Committee, such allowances should be paid to
all members, without their having to ask for it; but he was not submitting
a formal proposal to that effect.
Mr. Bogatyr (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) did not find
the reasons advanced in support of the draft resolution convincing. It
was, admittedly, regrettable that financial reasons might prevent some
people from taking a seat on the Executive Committee; but members of that
Committee were people of high rank, entrusted by their governments with
defending the interests of international co-operation. He did not, therefore, find it conceivable to grant financial assistance or even to make
some payment to those entrusted with so important a task. The present
system should be maintained.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Technical Questions)~ replying to the delegate of Spain, said that
the question of automatically paying subsistence allowances had been
discussed at length. The general feeling of the Committee had been that
such an arrangement would not be in accordance with WMO tradition and
that the proposed solution was a prudent financial arrangement. Each member would decide if he wished to avail himself of the right to the
allowance.
In reply to the delegate of the ~'ainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, he said that one of the determining factors which the Committee
had taken into account in discussing the matter had been Article 5 (b)
of the Convention which specified that "in the performance of their duties,
the officers of the Organization and the members of the Executive Committee
should regard themselves as representatives of the Organization rather than
as representatives of particular Members thereofll.
The financial difficulties that might confront some people on
election to the Executive Committee were not a matter of theoretical
conjecture but in some cases constituted a real problem.
The President noted that the matter had been carefully debated
and therefore submitted draft Resolution A/6.10/r to a vote by show of
hands. The results of the vote were as follows
For the draft resolution
Against
Abstentions

42
24
21

As the required two-thirds majority had not been obtained, draft
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Resolution A/6.10/r was rejected. Consequently, the current practice of
paying only travel expenses will be maintained.
(See also paragraph 49)

36.

Attendance at Congress of presidents of technical commissions at
the expense of the Organization (Agenda item 6.11)
(Doc. Cg-IV!l47)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted the report issued as document Cg-IV/147
and read out a correction to the English text of the appendix to that
document~ which had just been distributed as Cg-IV/Doc. 147, Appendix,
Carr. 1.
Draft Resolution A/6.11/r,together with the text proposed for inclusion in the general summary (paragraph 5 of document Cg-IV/147), was
adopted without discussion (see Resolution 46 (Cg-IV) - Attendance at
Congress of presidents of technical commissions at the expense of the
Organization) .
37.

Questions relating to pensions (Agenda item 6.12) (Doc. Cg-IV/148)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial questions) submitted the report contained in document
Cg-IV/148.
The text proposed for inclusion in the general summary, issued
as an appendix to document Cg-IV/l48, was adopted without discussion.

38.

Renort of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.3)
(fuc. Cg-IV!l52)
(See paragraph 12)

Mr. de Azcarraga (chairman of the Credentials Committee) submitted his third report.
The third report of the Credentials Committee, issued as document
Cg-IV/l52, was approved without discussion.
(See also paragraph 85).
39.

Approval of the Minutes (Agenda item 1.6)
(See paragraph 26)
(Cg-IV/Min. 2 and Corr. 1; Min. 3 and Carr. 1 and 2~ Min. 4 and
Carr. 1; Min. 5 and Corr. 1 and 2; Min. 6 and Carr. l)

The Secretary-General reported that he had just received a
correction to the Minutes of the second and fifth meetings, requesting
that the name of the Republic of Korea be included in the list of Members
present at those two meetings.

~------------~--------~
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The Minutes of the second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth
meetings, with the corrections listed above and that indicated by the
Secretary-General were approved without discussion.

(See also paragraph 40).

The meeting rose at 4.15 p.m.
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23 April 1963, at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.40 p.m.
40.

Approval of the minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (Cg-IV/~lin. 7)

(See paragraph 39)
After consulting Congress, the President declared thats in the
absence of amendments or comments, the Minutes of the seventh plenary
meeting were approved.
(See also paragraph 88)

41.

Report by the President of the Organization (Agenda item 2.1)

(Cg-IV!Doc. 162)
(See paragraph

5)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted the document mentioned above, which
includes a proposed text for insertion in the general summary of the work
of the session.
At the President's request,
discuss ion.

42.

the

text

was

approved

without

Reports by presidents of regional associations (Agenda item 2.2)

(Doc. Cg-IV!160)
(See paragraph 10)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted to Congress his committee's report on the agenda item contained
in the document mentioned above.
At the President's request, the text for insertion in the general
summary of the work of the session was approved without discussion.

43.

Reports by presidents of technical commissions (Agenda item 2.3)

(Doc. Cg-IV!159)
(See paragraph 9)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
presented his~tteels report covered by document Cg-IV/159, which
included a proposed text for insertion in the general summary of the work
of the session.
The President stated that the French text should be amended to
read as follows : replace the last line by the following: "avec les points
de l'ordre du jour qui sly rapportent".
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The amendment applied to the French text only.
There being no comments, the text, as amended, was approved.

44.

Publications programme (Agenda item 5.5) (Doc. Cg-IV/ 157)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
presented his~tteels report as contained in the document mentioned
above. Paragraph 5 of the document included a text for insertion in the
general summary of the work of the session and, as an appendix, draft
Resolution 5.5/a with an annex.
The President thought the following amendment should be made to
the French text of the general summary : in the last line of paragraph
5.5.1 replace : IIsupplements annuels" by "correctifs annuels".
The amendment applied to the French text only.
Draft Resolution 5.5/a with its annex, and the proposed text for
insertion in the general summary of the work of the session, with the
French text as amended, were adopted without discussion (see Resolution
18 (Cg-IV) - Publications programme for the Fourth Financial Period).

45.

Maritime meteorology (Agenda item 5.1)) (Doc. Cg-IV/16))

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted doc~Cg-IV/163. He pointed out the following amendment to
draft Resolution 5.l3/a shown in the appendix to the document : on page 2~
replace tlDEMANDE en outre" by "DEMANDE au Comi te executifll.
The President announced the following amendments to be made to
the French text of the draft resolution in order to bring it into line
with the English text
(1)

On page 2, under INVITE on the first line in paragraph 2,
replace the words "a leurs frais" by "sans frais pour l'Organisation".

(2)

On the same page, under INVITE in paragraph 5, on the penultimate and last lines, replace liS. leurs propres frais" by
IIsans frais pour l'Organisation".

(3)

On page 5 of Annex II to draft Resolution 5.l)/a, paragraph
(e), replace the fifth line by the following: et a preparer
des resumes climatologiques pour les ..• II.

Draft resolution 5.l3/a and its four annexes, as amended above,
and the proposed text for insertion in the general summary of the work of
the session, were then adopted without discussion (see Resolution 35
(Cg-IV) - International arrangements for marine climatological summaries
and for data collection for the marine section of a World Climatic
Atlas) •
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Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked that the
Minutes should state that3 for the reasons contained in paragraph 4 of
document Cg-IV/1633 the U.S.S.R. delegation reserved its attitude in regard
to the questions under consideration. Further, if the attitude of his
delegation had been clearly stated in the proposed text for insertion in
the general summary of the work of the session, it would have been unnecessary to clarify it in a plenary meeting.
Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
pointed out that the document in question had been approved in his COffimittee in its existing form. He pointed out that, in order that a statement should appear in the minutes, it must be submitted at a plenary
meeting.
46.

Proportional contributions of Members (Agenda item 6.5)
Assessments of contributions for the Third Financial Period

(D;;c-:- Cg-::riTjl64)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted document Cg-IV/l64, which included a
text for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session 3 and
also draft Resolution 6.5/a.
At the President1s request3 draft Resolution 6.5/a and the proposed text for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session
were adopted without discussion (see Resolution 42 (Cg-IV) - Proportional
contributions of Members).
(See also paragraph 74)

47.

Publications Fund (Agenda item 6.6) (Doc. Cg-IV/165)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) said the paragraphs 1 to 7 of document Cg-IV/l65
contained a summary of the discussions which had taken place in his committee and that paragraph 8 included a proposed text for insertion in the
general sunmary of the work of the session.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) stated that his delegation had not been
surprised to see from paragraph 1 of the document in question that the
auditor had considered that the decision to defray the expenses of a
working group on the Guide to Agricultural Practices from the Publications
Fund was a reasonable measure~ in view of the fact that the auditor had
approved the expenditure. Nevertheless. the delegation of Ireland on the
advice of their accountants did not share that point of view as in Part
I.D. of the annex to Resolution 38 eCg-III) - Maximum expenditure for the
Third Financial Period, a sum had been ear-marked to cover the cost of
meetings of working groups and panels of experts.

80

NINTH PIENARY MEETING

The same view had been expressed by the Irish accountants regarding the financing from the Publications Fund of still another working
group on Meteorological Vocabulary.

The delegation of Ireland proposed that the text for insertion in
the general summary of the work of the session, as contained in paragraph
8 of document Cg-IV/16S, should be amended and that the following new
paragraph should be inserted :

"6.6.2

In t.he view of the financial authorities of at

least

one Member, the Publications Fund should not be used to defray
the travelling costs and subsistence allowances of members of a
working group, even if their work results in the production of
publications, as these costs and allowances are covered by the
vote on Part I.D. of the approved maximum expenditure for the
Third Financial Period (annex to Resolution 38 (Cg-III) )11.
The President asked Mr. Doporto whether he thought it essential
to amend the text of the general summary or whether he would agree that
his statement be simply recorded in full in the minutes.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) said that, to avoid complications in the
work of Congress, he would withdraw his draft amendment and agree that
his statement should merely be recorded in the minutes, provided that the
text of his amendment were incorporated therein.
In the absence of further comments, the text proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session was approved.

48.

The building of the Organization (Agenda item 6.7)

(Doc. Cg-IV/153)
Mr. McPaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted document Cg-IV/153, Appendix A of which
contained draft Resolution 6.7/a, and Appendix B a text for insertion in
the general summary of the work of the session.
The President announced the following amendment to the French
text of the general summary, to bring it into line with the English text
Paragraph 6.7.4, replace lines 5 to 8 by the following: " •.• Secretariat, ainsi que des installations de conferences pour de
petites reunions et de donner satisfaction aux besoins actuels de
11 Organisation, aussi bien pour son fonctionnement que pour tenir
compte de sa qualite d 1 insti tution specialisee des Nations Unies. 1I
Draft Resolution 6.7/a and the text proposed for insertion in the
general summary of the work of the session, with the French text as amended,
were adopted without discussion (see Resolution 4-7 (Cg-IV) - Permanent
Headquarters of the Organization).
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Subsistence allowance for members of the Executive

Committee

attending sessions thereof (Agenda item 6.10) (Doc. Cg-IV!156)
(See paragraph 35)
The President recalled that the question had already been considered at a previous meeting but that, in view of the reactions after
that first examination~ a new document had been presented by the delegation of the United Kingdom.
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) explained the reasons which had caused his delegation to submit
document Cg-IV/156 and thus to propose a reopening of the discussion on
the matter. In the original presentation of the matter, the question of
principle was not separated from that of the per diem rate, and he believed that, as a result, many delegations had found it difficult to
reach a decision. The large number of abstentions when the matter was
voted on seemed to support that view.
The United Kingdom delegation had supported the principle of
sharing expenses by all Members of the Organization. It had, however,
encountered great difficulties as regards the per diem rate. Sir Graham
Sutton thought that a number of Members had met with similar difficulties.
In his opinion, the principle of sharing expenses should be supported,
first because it was a fair principle, and secondly because it enabled
small nations to send their directors and experts to parti~ipate in the
work of the Organization.
The result of the first vote on the question left some doubt as
to the opinion of Congress on that point. For that reason. he requested
permission of Congress to reopen discussion on the matter. He proposed
that Congress should first express its opinion on draft Resolution A
(Appendix A to document Cg-IV/156),which dealt only with the principle of
the question. If that draft resolution was adopted, and the principle
thus accepted, draft Resolution B (Appendix B to document Cg-IV/156) which
dealt with the per diem rate, could be referred ba~k to the Committee on
Administrative and Financial Questions for examination.

Mr. Simmers (New-Zealand) supported the proposal made
United Kingdom delegate.

by

the

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) thought that the attitude of the Spanish
delegation was sufficiently well known. He wished however to add that, on
the basis of information received,he recognized that the difficulties which
might arise for some countries as regards sending directors to participate
in the work of the Organization were becoming increasingly serious. He
agreed that the necessary measures should be taken to overcome such difficulties. Consequently, his delegation wished to support the spirit underlying draft Resolution A and thought that the question should form the
subject of a fUrther discussion.

Mr. Sorodoc (Romania) felt that election to the Executive Committee conferred prestige and honour both on the member elected and on
his government. For that reason he thought that it was incumbent on the
government of the elected members to defray the cost of subsistence
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allowances and he recommended the continuation of the existing practice
which placed all members of the Executive Committee on an equal footing.
Moreover, a decision had been taken at th~ previous plenary meeting and
he saw no need to reopen the discussion.
In the absence of further comments, the President put the proposal to reopen the discussion on the question to a vote by show of hands.
The results of the voting were as follows :
In favour of reopening the discussion
Against

Abstentions

43
29

9

Not having obtained the necessary two-thirds majority.
posal to reopen the discussion was not accepted.

50.

t~e

pro-

Secretary-General's contract (Agenda item 6.9) {Doc. Cg-IV/161}

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) presented document Cg-IV/161, paragraph 6 of
which contained a proposed text for insertion in the general summary of
the work of the session, and as an appendix draft Resolution 6.9/a with
an annex containing the Secretary-Generalis draft contract.
At the President's request, draft Resolution 6.9/a with its annex,
and the proposed text for insertion in the general sununary of' the work of'
the session, were approved without discussion (see Resolution 37 (Cg-IV) Terms of appointment of the Secretary-General).
The meeting rose at 3.35 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE TENTH PLENARY MEETING

24 April 1963, at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.40 p.m.

51.

Relations with the United Nations and other international organizations (Agenda item 3.3)
(See paragraph 14)
!n.!.e£n~t!.o!!.al £o,:,o£.e.::a.!.i£n_ Y~aE. (Doc. Cg-IV/167)

~W. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) introduced his committee's report which was contained in document cg-w/167.

Draft Resolution 3.3/d and the text proposed for inclusion in the
general summary of the work of the session, contained in paragraph 4 of
the document, were adopted without discussion (see Resolution 7 (Cg-IV) International Co-operation Year).

52.

Conference programme for the Fourth Financial Period
(Agenda item 3.5) (Doc. Cg-W/168)

Mr. Krishna Rac (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) submitted the report o~ his committee~ issued as document

Cg-W/168.
The proposed text for insertion in the general summary of the
work of the session as shown in paragraph 5 of docvment Cg-rv/168 was
approved without discussion.
The President warmly thanked all countries which had issued invitations for meetings of regional associations and technical commissions.
Those invitations would probably make it easier to organize the meetings
of all the associations and commissions during the following financial
period.

53.

Consideration of the Working Capital Fund (Agenda item 6.4)
(Doc. Cg-W/169)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted his committee1s report contained in
document cg-w/169.
Draft Resolution 6.4/a and the proposed text for insertion in the
general summary of the work of the session~ as shown in paragraph 2 of
document Cg-rv/169 were adopted without discussion (see Resolution 41
(Cg-IV) - Review of the Working Capital Fund).
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Amendments to the WMO Convention (Agenda item 3.1)

(Does. Cg-IV!174 and Add. 1)
(See paragraph 17)
Mr. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Conuni ttee on General and Legal
Questions) read out a list of amendments to be made in document Cg-IV/174

page

2~

paragraph 4 : delete the third sub-paragraph beginning

1I0ne delegation ... It;

page 3.. paragraph 91 second sub-paragraph: substitute "working
group" for "Executive Committee";

page

6, paragraph 21, last sub-paragraph : substitute "working

group" for "Executive Committee tl ;

page 7, paragraph 23, line 3 : substitute "working group"

for

"Executive Committee";
page 18, paragraph 58, second sub-paragraph, line 3 : substitute
"working group!! for

If

Executive Committee";

page 21, paragraph 65 : delete the last two lines beginning
"Several delegations '" II;
appendix~ page 2 of the English text~ line 4 : place in
parentheses the phrase !Thereinafter referred to as the 'Regulations''';

appendix. page 2. Article 6, paragraph (a). last line of the
English text: delete the comma after the word "Organization";
appendix. page 6, Arti:cle 14 .. paragraph (f) : substitute
session of Congress" for "each Congress".

lIeach

Introducing his committee's report contained in the aforesaid
document, the chairman of the Committee on General and Legal Questions said
that the proposed amendments to the Convention had been discussed at great
length, since about 70 per cent of the work of the committee had been
devoted to them. The committee considered that the proposals not submitted
by the Executive Committee and those submitted directly to Congress should
be referred to a working grouP.. the establishment of which would be proposed by the chairman during a subsequent plenary meeting.
Document
Cg-IV/174 contained no proposed text for insertion in the general summary
of the work of the session, nor any draft resolution. the committee being
of the opinion that those texts could not be drafted until the decision
of Congress on the proposed amendments to the Convention were known. The
committee recommended that each amendment be voted on separately by Members which were States. A large majority in the committee had felt that
the amendments proposed would not involve new obligations for Members of
the Organization and could therefore be adopted by the procedure provided
for under Article 28 (c). The chairman of the committee pointed out that
the proposed amendments were of two kinds : (1) proposals affecting only
one Article, which could be adopted individually, and (2) those affecting
several Articles which related to the same subject matter and could therefore not be amended separately. The proposals in the second category
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were numbers (6), (11) and (14), referring to extraordinary meetings, and
numbers (2), (13) and (14) concerning voting by correspondence.
The President expressed his appreciation of the manner in which
the document had been introduced.

Mr. Doperto (Ireland) recalled the observations made by his delegation at an earlier meeting concerning the proposed amendments to the
Convention contained in document Cg-IV/3. He had pointed out at the time
that the small contradictions and imperfections of drafting in the Convention had never caused any major difficulty in the past. He drew the attention of Congress to similar weak points in the new articles proposed.
which had been noticed after a quick reading through of document Cg-IV/174.
For example, the proposed Article 6 was entitled "Officers of the Organization and members of the Executive Committee II whereas the vice-presidents
of the regional associations, mentioned in the article, were neither officers of the Organization nor members of the Executive Committee. In the
new Article 8, some conf'usion was created by the use of the terms "duties"
and Ilfunctions". Apart from these and other trivial defects the speaker
believed that when the authorities of his country would examine the proposed changes (if they were approved by Congress) for the purpose of
ratifying them in accordance with Article 28 (b), they would most likely
come up against serious deficiencies in those texts in which there might
be financial repercussions. He was therefore unable to take a decision in
the matter on his country's behalf. The Irish delegation did not wish to
propose any amendments that might further confuse the issue and perhaps
the number of inconsistencies and defects already noticed but it earnestly
requested Congress to think seriously before approving the amendments. If
the report of the Committee on General and Legal Questions were submitted
to a working group set up by Congress, the benefit of its work would not
be lost.
After ~onsulting with the chairman of the Committee on General
and Legal Questions, the President announced that a vote would be taken
on the proposed amendments in the first category described by the chairman
of the committee, namely, proposals which would not involve alterations to
other articles than the one being voted on.
Congress then proceeded to take a vote by roll-callan the following proposed amendments given in the appendix to document Cg-IV/174.
Proposed amendment (1)

;-f-the-E;;gli~-t;xt -;)nly.

Article 2 - Purposes, paragraph (b)

The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment ; 85 Members
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgi~

Brazil

Bulgaria
Byelorussian
Republic
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada

Soviet Socialist

86

TENTH PLENARY MEETING

Chad

Mali

Chile

Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Sierra Leone

China
Colombia

Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba

Czechoslovakia
Dahomey

Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador

Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras

Hungary
Iceland

India
Indonesia
Iran

Iraq
Israel
Italy

Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan

Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of

South Africa
Spain
Sudan

Sweden
SWitzerland
Syria
Tanganyika
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United states of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Viet-Nam, Republic of
Yugoslavia

Against the amendment

None

Abstention

1 Member : Ireland

Proposed amendment (1) was adopted.
Kr£P£s~d_~e~~e~t_(~)

Former Article 5 (new Article 6) Officers of the Organization and members of the Executive
Connnittee

The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 86 Members
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Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia

Jordan
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait

Austria
Belgium

Lebanon

China

Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway

Colombia

Pakistan

Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba

Peru
Philippines

Brazil

Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cambodia

Cameroon
Canada

Chad
Chile

Poland

Czechoslovakia
Dahomey

Denmark

Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
GermanY3 Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala

Guinea
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Israel

Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Against the amendment

Ireland
Viet-Nam, Republic of
Abstentions

None

Portugal
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Sierra Leone
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tanganyika
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United states of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

2 Members
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Proposed amendment (3) was adopted.

Proposed amendment (4)

Comp~itio;-

- ---

Former Article 6 (new Article 7)

The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 87 Members
Afghanistan

Ivory Coast

Argentina

Japan
Jordan

Australia

Austria

Korea~

Belgium
Brazil

Kuwait

Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Bulgaria

Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of

Lebanon

Mali

Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia

Congo

Mauritania
Mexico

(~azzavil1e)

Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Czechoslovakia

Dahomey
Denmark

Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador

Ethiopia
Finland

France
Gabon
Germany~

Federal Republic of

Ghana
Greece
Guatemala

Guinea
Honduras

Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia

Iran
Iraq
Israel
Italy

Republic of

Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Sierra Leone
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tanganyika
Thailand

TW1isia
Turkey
Uganda

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
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United states of America
Upper Volta

Venezuela
Yugoslavia

Against the amendment : 1 Member
Abstention : 1 Member

: Viet-Nam, Republic of

: Ireland

Proposed amendment (4) was adopted.
Proposed amendment

~cti~n;

{5}

- - - ---

Former Article 7 (new Article 8) -

The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment :

86 Members

Afghanistan

India

Argentina
Australia

Indonesia

Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Blfelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cambodia
Cameroon

Canada
Chad
Chile
China

Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark

Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia

Finland
France
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Hllllgary

Iceland

Iran
Iraq
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan
Kuwait
Korea, Republic of
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico
Morocco
Nether lands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Saudi Arabia
Sierra Leone
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
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Tanganyika

Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United states of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

Against the amendment : 1 Member

Ireland

Abstentions : 2 Members
Romania
Viet-Nam, Republic of
Proposed amendment

(5) was adopted.

Proposed amendment (7) - Former Article 10 (new Article 11) -

Votlng- - -

~

- - - ...

The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 88 Members
Afghanistan

Germany, Federal Republic of

Argentina

Ghana

Australia

Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia

Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Bulgaria
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Chad
Chile

China
Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon

Iran

Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan
Kuwait
Korea, Republic of
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya. Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico
Morocco
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Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger

Tanganyika

Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United States of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Viet-Nam~ Republic of
yugoslavia

Nigeria
Norway

Pakistan

Peru
Philippines

Poland
Portugal
Romania
Saudi Arabia

South Africa
Spain
Sudan

Sweden
Switzerland
Syria

Against the amendment

None

Abstentions

None

Proposed amendment (7) was adopted.
l!£P£s~d_~e~~e~t_(~) - Former Article 11 (new Article 12) -

Quorum

The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 86 Members
Afghanistan
Argentina

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey

Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
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Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast

Saudi Arabia

South Africa
Spain
Sudan

Japan
Jordan
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands

Sweden
Switzerland

Syria
Tanganyika

Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain

New Zealand
Niger

and Northern Ireland

Nigeria

United States of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Viet-Nam, Republic of
Yugoslavia

Norway

Peru

Philippines
Portugal
Romania

Against the amendment : 1 Member
Abstention : 1 Member
Proposed amendment

Pakistan

Poland

(8) was adopted.

Proposed amendment (9) - Deletion of former Article 12 - First
Me;ting of-the-Congr;ss
The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 84 Members
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Blfelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cameroon
Canada
Chad
Chile

China
Colombia

Congo (~azzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
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Guatemala

Pakistan

Guinea

Peru
Philippines

Honduras
Hungary
Iceland

Poland
Romania
Saudi Arabia
South Africa

India
Indonesia

Iran

Spain
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland

Iraq
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast

Syria
Tanganyika
Tunisia

Japan
Jordan
Kuwait

Turkey

Korea, Republic of
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of

Uganda

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United States of America

Mali

Mauritania
Mexico

Morocco
Netherlands

Upper Volta

New Zealand

Venezuela

Niger

Viet-Nam, Republic of

Nigeria

Yugoslavia

Norway

Against the amendment

None

Abstentions

4 Members

Ireland

Cambodia
Colombia

Proposed amendment

Portugal

(9) was adopted.

~~p~s~d_~e~~e~t_(!Ol - Article 14 - Functions

The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 87 Members
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic

Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
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Cuba
Czechoslovakia

Morocco

Dahomey

New Zealand

Denmark

Niger
Nigeria

Netherlands

Dominican Republic
Ecuador

Norway

Pakistan
Peru

El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon

Philippines

Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece

Poland
Portugal
Romania
Saudi Arabia
South Africa

Guatemala

Spain

Guinea
Honduras

Sudan
Sweden

Hungary

Switzerland

Iceland

Syria
Tanganyika
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey

India

Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Italy

Uganda

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

Ivory Coast

Republic'

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United States of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Viet-Nam, Republic of
Yugoslavia

Japan
Jordan

Kuwait
Korea, Republic of
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico

Against the amendment

None

Abstention

1 Member

: Ireland

Proposed amendment (10) was adopted.
£r£P£s!d~a~e~~e~t_(!21

- Article 17 - Quorum

The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 85 Members
Afghanistan

Argentina
Australia

Austria
Belgium
Brazil
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Bulgaria

Korea, Republic of

Byelorussian Soviet

Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar

Socialist Republic
Cambodia

Cameroon

Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico
Morocco

Canada
Chad
Chile

China
Colombia

Netherlands

Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba

New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Pakistan

Czechoslovakia

Peru

Dahomey
Denmark

Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Spain

Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia

Finland
France

Sudan
Sweden

Gabon

Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Germany~

Hungary

Iceland.

India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan

Jordan
Kuwait

Against the amendment

Switzerland
Syria
Tanganyika
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United states of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

2 Members

South Africa

Viet-Nam, Republic of
Abstention : 1 Member
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Norway

Proposed amendment (12) was adopted.
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!!2p2s!d_a~e~~e~t_(l51

- Former Article 2) (new Article 24) -

Finances

The result of the vote was as follows

For the amendment : 86 Members
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil

Jordan

Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic

Malaya, Federation of
Mali

Cameroon

Kuwait

Korea, Republic of
Lebanon
Libya

Madagascar

Mauritania
Mexico

Canada
Chad

Morocco

Chile
China

New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania:.
Saudi Arabia
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tanganyika
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United States of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Viet-Nam3 Republic of
Yugoslavia

Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba

Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia

Finland
France
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece

Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Hungary

Iceland
India

Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy

Ivory Coast
Japan

Netherlands
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Against the amendment : None
Abstention : 1 Member

Cambodia

Proposed amendment (15) was adopted.
!r£P£s~d_~e~~e~t_(l61

- Article 25 - Relations with the United

Nations
The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 85 Members
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium

Brazil
Bulgaria

Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Chad
Chile
China

Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba

Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark

Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador

Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Hungary

Iceland
India
Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast

Jordan
Kuwait
Korea, Republic of
Lebanon

Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Saudi Arabia
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tanganyika
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
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Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Viet-Nam, Republic of
Yugoslavia

Against the amendment : None
Abstentions : 2 Members
Japan

Romania
Proposed amendment (16) was adopted.

Proposed amendment (17) - Former Article 26 (new Article 27) -

Relatl~nS

wlth-Oth;r-organizations

The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 85 Members
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgiwn

Brazil
Bulgaria

Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cambodia

Cameroon
Canada
Chad
Chile

China
Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)

Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark

Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Germanys Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece

Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan
Kuwait
Korea, Republic of
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico
Morocco
Nether lands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
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Peru

Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain

Philippines
Poland
Portugal

Romania
Saudi Arabia
South Africa

and Northern Ireland
United States of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Viet-Nam, Republic of

Spain
Sudan

Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tanganyika

Yugoslavia

Against the amendment : None
Abstentions : 2 Members
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Proposed amendment (17) was adopted.
Proposed amendment (18) - Article 28 - Legal Status, Privileges

;ndI~u~iti;s-
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The result of the vote was as follows
For the amendment : 80 Members
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia

Austria
Belgium

Brazil
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cameroon
Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Dahomey
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia

Finland
France
Gabon
Germany~ Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan
Kuwait
Korea~ Republic of
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
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Malaya, Federation of

Spain
Sudan

Mali
Mauritania
Mexico
Morocco

Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tanganyika
Thailand

Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Poland
Portugal

Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda

United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland
United States of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

Romania
Saudi Arabia
South Africa
Against the amendment

Abstentions :

7

None

Members

Cambodia
Czechoslovakia

Guinea
Ireland

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
Viet-Nam, Republic of

Proposed amendment (18) was adopted.
!!£p£s!d_~e~~e~t_(!91

- Former Article 29 (new Article 30) Interpretation and Disputes

Mr. Reichelderfer (United states of America) proposed that the
last sentence of sub-paragraph (b) of the new Article 30 be deleted : it
might on the one hand be difficult to enforce and would tend on the other
hand to weaken the obligation to accept the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice, whereas it was most important to do everything
possible to reinforce that moral obligation. If the sentence were deleted,
the United States delegation would vote for the new Article 30, otherwise
it would have to vote against the whole article.

Mr. de Santiago-Lopez (Mexico) then made the following statement,
requesting

that it be inserted in the Minutes

"I feel it is appropriate at this time to make a few remarks on
the subject of the amendment which the Committee on General and Legal
Questions approved at the proposal of the Mexican delegation.
I refer to the amendment to Article 29 of the Convention contained
in document 174, pages 21 and 22, paragraphs 65 to 68, and pages 10 and
11 of the appendix to that document, where it becomes Article 30.
The Mexican delegation felt that the wording proposed by the Executive Committee (document Cg-IV/3, Appendix B, p. 31) was not felicitous.
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First of all, it denied Member States the right to request legal
advice of the International Court of Just.ice, that faculty being reserved

for Congress or the Executive Committee. However. it 1s possible that
two or more Member states may disagree on the interpretation to be
placed on the Convention and may appeal to the International Court of
Justice. In that case, they would not require permission from Congress
or the Executive Committee to address themselves to the International
Court of Justice (Article 34 of the Statutes of the Court),
It is equally certain that the W6rld Meteorological Organization
as such may request an advisory opinion of the International Court of
Justice in connexion with the interpretation of the Convention 3 as provided for under Article VII of the Agreement between the United Nations
and the World Meteorological Organization.
For these reasollS 3 the Mexican delegation had proposed to the
Committee on General and Legal Questions that Article 30 be drafted as
follows :
Article 30
(a)

'In the event of any question or dispute between two Members which
are states concerning the interpretation or application of the
Convention not being settled by negotiation or by other means
agreed upon between the parties, it shall be referred to the
International Court of Justice with the prior consent of all the
Parties to the dispute;

(b)

'Congress, or the Executive Committee acting in pursuance of an
authorization by Congress, and in accordance with Article VII of
the Agreement between the United Nations and the World Meteorological Organization, may request an advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice on any legal question arising
within the scope of competence of the Organization. r

Unfortunately the Committee on General and Legal Questions,
pressed for time and obliged to deal with the proposed amendments
rapidly, did not give consideration to the above proposal which I read
out in the meeting.
The general feeling in the Committee was to make the advisory
opinion of the Court binding without the prior consent of all parties.
I must here state that such an obligation would not have been
accepted by many states, for reasons well known to all those present
here.
However, the Executive Committee was entitled to request that
such advisory opinion be given compulsory force. Such a notion was by
no means unfounded or unprecedented.
Indeed, it was with reference to the intention of the author of
the Executive Committee's draft~ whom I consider to be well informed 3
that the Mexican delegation proposed the amendment \'Ihich has now been
approved and which appears on pages 10 and 11 of the appendix to
document 174.
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In order not to take up too much time, I shall confine myself to
quoting a few precedents.
The Permanent Court of International Justice, in its advisory
opinion of 23 July 1923 concerning Eastern Karelia (in re the interpretation of the Russo-Finnish Treaty of 14 October 1923), declared that
its competence, whether advisory or determining, was in the last analysis dependent upon the consent of the States concerned.
This advisory opinion had been requested by the Council of
League of Nations.

the

I shall quote two other examples : that of persons who opted for
Hungarian nationality in 1928 and that of war damages payable to

Switzerland in 1934, etc.
All these precedents have sanctioned the theory that prior consent
is necessary before an advisory opinion can be requested of the Court.
It is also well known that the advisory opinions given by the
Court have always been binding~ for they have always been deferred to
by the States concerned and nearly always accepted in full. In prac_
tices with regard to such advisory opinions_ s the jurisdiction of the
Court is recognized to a certain extent : the eminent French jurist~
Ma1:tre A. de La Pradelle, called it "advisory arbitration",
I should like to quote other examples posterior to the existence
of the former Permanent Court of International Justice, but I shall
refrain from doing so in view of the short time remaining to us.
I should merely like to point out that the United Nations have
invested many advisory opinions of the International Court of Justice
wi.th compulsory force : witness various resolutions by the General
Assembly.

Mr. President, these are a few of the reasons which induced the
Mexican delegation to submit the amendment in question" in the same
spirit as that which animated the Executive Committee itself."
The President said that a vote would be taken by a show of hands
on the United States proposal mentioned above.
The results of the vote were as follows :
In favour

29 votes

Against

21 votes

Abstentions

28

The amendment proposed by the United states delegation

was

not

adopted.
Congress then proceeded to a roll-callan proposed amendment (19)
(appendix to document Cg-IV/174). The results of the vote were as
follows :
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For the amendment

39

Members

Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
ayelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cameroon
Canada
Chile

Colombia
Congo (~azzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Czechoslovakia

Dahomey
Ecuador

Hungary
India
Italy
Ivory Coast
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico

Netherlands
New Zealand

Poland
Portugal
Romania
Saudi Arabia

South Africa
Spain
Syria

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
Yugoslavia

Ethiopia
Gabon

Against the amendment

Dominican Republic
Japan
Korea~ Republic of
Madagascar

Thailand
United States of America
Venezuela
Viet-Nam, Republic of

Pakistan

Abstentions

37 Members

Cambodia
Chad
China

Derunark
El Salvador
Finland

France
Germany~

Federal Republic of

Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras

Iceland
Indonesia
Ireland
Israel

Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
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Libya
Morocco
Niger
Nigeria
NOrway

Philippines
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Tanganyika
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
Upper Volta
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Proposed amendment (19) did not obtain the required majority and
was thus not adopted.
Mr. Bessemoulin (France) said that his countryl's delegation

had

abstained in the votes, since a question of international law was involved
on which it was not fully prepared to adopt a position; it therefore requested that the task of examining the amendments be assigned to the group
which, after Fourth Congress, would be studying several questions pertaining
to the Convention.
The President said that Congress would now vote on the proposed
amendments of the second category. The first group of those amendments
comprised proposals (6), (11) and (14)

in

the

appendix

Cg-IV/174. He asked whether a single vote on (6) and
'acceptable to Congress.

(11)

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
separate vote for each proposal.

to

document

would

be

requested a

The President then said that a roll-call would be held on
posed amendment (6).

pro_

The Deputy Secretary-General commenced the roll-call.

Mr. Kukareco (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed 1 on
the subject of amendment (6), that the last sentence of (b) of new Article
10 - Sessions - be deleted. The right to convene an extraordinary Congress
belonged to Members and to Congress itself.
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
"reland), on a point of order, in accordance with Regulation 84 of the
tleneral Regulations ("After the Presiding Officer has announced that the
voting has commenced, no one may interrupt the voting, except on a point
of order concerning the manner of conducting the vote"), requested that
the roll-callan proposed amendment (6) be continued.
The President explained that the Soviet Union delegate had probably asked for the floor at the very same time that he, the President,
had been announcing the commencement of the vote. He therefore considered
that the proposal by the Soviet Union delegation should be voted on by a
show of hands.

Mr. Glomozda (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) maintained
that a limited number of Members, no matter how respectable, should not be
empowered to take such an important step as convening an extraordinary
Congress, all the more so since the members of the Executive Committee
were especially qualified directors of service chosen by Congress to sit
on the Committee, and not as representatives of Members.
Sir

Ireland)

(United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
of delegates to the Executive Committee's
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present right, in accordance with Regulation 102 of the General Regulations,

to convene an extraordinary session of Congress. That right, which had
been recognized ever since the Organization came into being and which could
be very useful in the future, must not be abolished.
The President observed that members of the Executive Committee
were sometimes more au fait with the Organizationls difficulties than were
Members. It would not be reasonable to limit the Executive Committee IS
rights in that respect.
He then called for a vote by a show of hands on the proposal
the Soviet Union delegation.

by

The results of the vote were as follows

For the proposal

8

Against

57

Abstentions

13

The amendment to new Article 10 submitted by the Soviet
delegation was not adopted.

Union

The President then requested a roll-calIon proposed amendment

(6) (appendix to document Cg-IV/174).
The results of the vote were as follows
For the amendment : 68 Members
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Cambodia
Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)
Dahomey
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece

Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan
Kuwait
Korea, Republic of
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
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Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Portugal
Saudi Arabia
South Africa
Spain

Tanganyika
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda

United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
Upper Volta

Sudan

Venezuela

Sweden
Syria

Agains t the amendment

7 Members

Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet
Sooialist Republic
Cuba
Poland

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
United states of America
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

Abstentions : 12 Members
Cameroon
Congo (Leopoldville)
Germany, Federal Republic of
Hungary
Ireland

Morocco
Romania
Switzerland
Thailand
Viet-Mam, Republic of

Mexico

Yugoslavia

The proposed amendment (6) was not adopted.

Mr. de Santiago-Lopez (Mexico) said
stained in the above vote because members of
elected on a personal basis. In present-day
was not right that a small number of persons
obligations whatsoever on states.

that his delegation had abthe Executive Committee were
international affairs~ it
should be able to lay any

The President then requested a roll-call vote on proposed amendment (11) - Article 15 - Meetings.
The results of the vote were as follows
For the amendment : 73 Members
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cambodia

Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Dahomey
Denmark
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Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia

Finland
France
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic

o~

Mali
Mauritania
Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria

Ghana

Norway

Greece
Guatemala
Guinea

Saudi Arabia

Honduras

Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia

Iran
Iraq
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan

Kuwait
Korea, Republic of
Lebanon
Libya

Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
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Pakistan
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Sweden

Tanganyika
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey

Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
Upper Volta
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

Against the amendment : 2 Members
United states of America
Viet-Nam, Republic of
Abstentions : 11 Members
Czechoslovakia

Dominican Republic
Ireland
Mexico
Philippines
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Switzerland
Syria
United Arab Republic

Proposed amendment (11) was adopted.
The President said that a roll-call vote would be taken on proposed amendment (14 Y - old Article 18 - new Article 19
Regional
Associations.

Mr. Thrane (Norway) proposed that new Article 19 be amended as
follows : (h)~and 4th lines, replace "The presence of delegates of
two-thirds of the Members" by "The presence of delegates of at least half
the Members. If
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Mr. Ramanisarivo (Madagascar) was of the opinion that the amendment was not necessary and requested that the original text be maintained.
Mr: Krishna Rac (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) observed that the quorum question had been discussed at great
length in his committee without, however, a unanimous decision being
reached. If the Norwegian amendment were to be accepted, it should read
Ita majority of the Members" instead of "at least half the Members."

Mr. Thrane (Norway) accepted the proposal of the chairman of the
Committee on ~ and Legal Questions.

Mr. Wahab (Sudan) supported Mr. Thrane.

Indeed, there was some

danger that t~sslon of a regional association might be cancelled

although some members had already left their countries to take part
the session.

in

A vote by a show of hands was taken on the amendment proposed by
Norway.
The results of the vote were as follows
In favour

51 votes

Against

21 votes

Abstentions

13

The amendment proposed by Norway to paragraph (h) of new Article
19 was adopted.
Sir Graham Sutton (Un1ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) observed that paragraph (1) should be s1milarly amended so as to
bring it in line with (h).
At the request of the President~ Mr. Krishna Rao (cha1rman of the
Committee on General and Legal Q.uestions) specified that lila major1te" in
the French text of (1) should be replaced by "les deux tiers".
Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) considered
that the reasons invoked for amending paragraph (h) did not hold good for
paragraph (1), which dealt with votes by correspondence. In the latter
case, 1t was very important and. indeed, feasible to consult a greater
number of Members. The amendment proposed by the United Kingdom delegation should therefore not be adopted.
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) explained that he had proposed the above amendment in accordance
with Regulation 61 of the General Regulations C'In a vote by correspondence. a decision shall only be made when the number of Members of the
constituent body that have replied equals the quorum required for that
body in session'l ). The proposal was therefore in line with the traditional practice of the World Meteorological Organization.
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Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) observed that Congress must examine new
Articles 4 and 18 s both dealing with votes by correspondences before deciding what should be the quorum for votes by correspondence in the case
of regional associations.
While not expressing an opinion on Sir Graham Sutton's proposal
that there should be the same quorum for sessions and for votes by correspondences he felt that a decision on Article 19 should be postponed until

Articles 4 and 18 had been examined.
The President considered that that proposal was pertinent and
decided to suspend discussion of that point so that delegates could study
in detaiJ the various articles concerned.

The President asked whether Congress agreed that the working
group to be established by the Committee on General and Legal Questions
should be directed to examine those Articles not adopted by Congress, in
addition to proposals referred to it by the committee without having been
submitted at plenary meetings of Congress.
That proposal was adopted without discussion.
(See also paragraph 68)
The meeting rose at 6.05 p.m.
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25 April 196), at 9.)0 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.50 a.m.
55.

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Organization
(Agenda item 7.1) (Doc. Cg-IV!155)

The President described the procedure to be followed for the election of the President and Vice-Presidents under Articles 10 (a) (4) and
10 (b) of the Convention and Regulations 63 to 67 of the General Regulations. In accordance with Regulation 56 of the General Regulations, two
tellers would be appointed, to count the votes in each voting.

Sir Graham Sutton (chairman of the Nomination Committee) submitted
the list of candidates for the Office of President of the Organization
given in document Cg-IV/155.
The President said that as there were no other proposals, he would
proceed with the voting and requested the heads of the delegations of
Austria and Chad to act as tellers.
The result of the secret ballot was as follows
Number of voting papers

89

Votes cast for
Dr. A. Nyberg
Mr. M.F. Taha

52
)7

The President declared Dr. Nyberg elected President
Organization. (applause)

of

the

Dr. Nyberg (Sweden) made the following speech :

Ifr should like to thank you all very much for the great honour you
have done my country and myself by electing me. I must admit that it
was with no great enthusiasm that I became a candidate for this office,
not because I do not appreciate what a great honour it represents but
because the heavy responsibilities attached to it made me hesitate somewhat. I hope however that with the able assistance of yourself, Mr.
President, and others with long experience of the work of the Executive
Committee, as well as that of the new members who will be elected today,
I shall be able to carry out my task. It is in the tradition of the
international meteorological organizations, whether IMO or WMO. for all
to work together so as to achieve the best results possible; and it has
given me great pleasure to see the following of this tradition in the
meetings of the Technical Committee.
I have also appreciated the
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spirit of co-operation which inspires the Secretary-General and

the

whole Secretariat staff, and this gives me confidence as I enter upon
my duties.

I thank you all again for the trust you have placed in me. 1I

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) congratulated Mr. Nyberg on his
election; he W;;-convinced that the new President's wisdom and ability
would greatly benefit the Organization.
The President congratulated his successor. Mr. Nyberg's qualities - his rectitude, firmness and capacity for work and experience as
President of Regional Association VI and as a member of the Executive
Committee - more than fitted him to fill the Presidency of the Organization.
In the years to come, the "growing pains II of the Organization

would make the President's task still heavier than it had been previously.
On his own behalf and on that of the whole Congress~ the President wished
to express confidence that Mr. Nyberg would guide the Organization safely
through the predictable period of stress, and to wish him every success.

55.2
Sir Graham Sutton (chairman of the Nomination Committee), submitting the list of candidates for the office of Vice-President of the
Organization, which appears in document Cg-IV/l55, explained that his
committee had not discriminated between the two candidates for the offices
of First and Second Vice-President and that their names appeared on the
lists in alphabetical order.

Mr. Nyberg (Sweden) proposed Mr. Taha as a candidate for
office of Fir~e-President.

the

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) thanked ~tr. Nyberg for his proposal but sai~t as he had been Second Vice-President during the last
financial period he preferred, in the interests of the other candidates,
not to stand.
The President asked the heads of the delegations of Belgium and
Dahomey to act as tellers for the voting for the election of the First
Vice-President.
The results of the secret ballot were as follows
Number of voting papers

89

Abstentions

2

Blank voting paper

1

Votes cast for :

Mr. de Azcarraga
Academician Fedorov

60
26
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The President declared Mr. de Azcarraga elected as First
President of the Organization.

Vice-

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain)3 expressing his thanks for the great
honour Congress had done him in electing him First Vice-President of the
Organization, said that he would continue to work enthusiastically and
loyally so as to carry out in full measure the functions which Congress
had again entrusted to him.
55.3

Election of the Second Vice-President

----------------~--

The President said that, since there was only one candidate for

the office, he proposed invoking Regulation 66, under which the candidate
could be declared elected without a vote.
Academician Fedorov was elected by applause.

Mr. LogvinoY (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thanked Congress for the confidence it had just shown in his country's meteorological
service by electing its director to the office of Second Vice-President.
Academician Fedorov~ who had hitherto been unavoidably prevented from
taking part in the proceedings s would probably arrive in Geneva on the
following day.
The meteorological service of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics would do its utmost to contribute as fully as possible to the
advancement of meteorology.

56.

Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 7.2)

(Doc. Cg-IV!155)
The President recalled that under revised Article 13 of the
Convention which had been adopted at a previous meeting, twelve members
were to be elected to the Executive Committee.
Sir Graham Sutton (chairman of the Nomination Committee) pointed
out that the list of candidates in document Cg-IV/l55 comprised twentythree names, but that Academician Fedorov1s name should be deleted from
the lists since he had just been elected Second Vice-President.

Mr. Lambor (Poland) said he was touched by the honour of being
included in t~t of candidates. As his health would not permit him
fittingly to assume the responsibilities of a member of the Executive
Committee he asked that his name be withdrawn from the list of candidates.

Mr. Larragoltl (Cuba) proposed Mr. Basto Lima of Brazil as candidate for Region III.
Mr. Basta Lima (Brazil) agreed to stand.
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As no other candidate was proposed, the President declared
list of candidates closed.

the

Sir Graham Sutton (chairman of the Nomination Committee) speaking
on behalf of his committee, proposed that Mr. Viaut be elected member of
the Executive Committee by acclamation, in recognition of his distinguished
services to the Organization.

Mr. Viaut then ceded the Chair to Mr. de Azcarraga First
President of ~rganization.

V!ce-

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) recalled that at the Second Congress
Mr. Reichelderfer, the outgoing President, had been elected to the Executive Committee by acclamation. He therefore supported the proposal just
made by Sir Graham Sutton on behalf of the Nomination Committee. (Lively
applause).
The Acting President declared Mr. Viaut first elected member
the Executive Committee~

of

Mr. Viaut (France) thanked Congress for the mark of confidence it
had just accorded him. So long as he was capable of taking part in the
work of the Organization he would put all his experience at its service.

56.2
Sir Graham Sutton (chairman of the Nomination Committee) proposed
on behalf of his committee, that Mr. Reichelderfer be elected to the
office of second elected member of the Executive Committee by acclamation.
The President thought that Congress was in full agreement
the proposal. (Lively applause.).

with

The President proclaimed Mr. Reichelderfer elected.

Mr. Reichelderfer (United States of America) said that it was an
honour for an old servant of the IMO and WMO to have retained the confidence of his colleagues and to be elected to the Executive Committee by
acclamation. He was very touched and would do his best to do all that
the Organization required from a member of its Executive Committee.

56.3
The delegates of Denmark and Jordan acted as tellers.
The results of the secret ballot were as follows :
Number of voting papers

90
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Blank voting papers

2

Votes cast for :

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

F.A.A. Acquaah

3

N.A. Akingbehin
M.M. Ayadi
Basta Lima
G. Bell
U.E. 9t51a9 an
T.O. Diallo
M.H. Ganji

0

A. Garcia
F. Giansanti
W.J. Gibbs
M. Gilead
P.R. Krishna Rae
C. Sorodoc
Graham Sutton
M.F. Taha
J. Van Mieghem
E. Vourlakis
A.A. Wahab
J. Zitek

1
0
2
2
0
0
2
2
0
2

1

3

54
6

4
0
0

6

The President declared Sir Graham Sutton elected. (Applause.)

The delegates of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic and
Morocco acted as tellers.
The results of the secret ballot were as follows :
Number of voting papers

Blank voting paper

90
1

Votes cast for :

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

F.A.A. Acquaah
N.A. Aklngbehin
M. Ayadi
Basta Lima
G. Bell

1
1
1
0

3

U.E. C;:Blal}an

2

T.O. Diallo

0

M.H. Ganji
A. Garcia
F. Giansanti
W.J. Gibbs

2
0
2
0

M. Gilead
P. R. Krishna Rac

7
6
3

C. Sorodoc
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Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

M.F. Taha
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44

J. Van Mieghem
E. Vourlakis
A.A. Wahab

9

J. Zitek

7

1
0

As no candidate had obtained the required majority of 45 votes a
second vote would be necessary to decide between Mr. Taha and
Mr. Van Mieghem, the two candidates who had obtained the largest number
of votes.
The President said that voting for the election of members of the
Executive Committee would be resumed at the afternoon's meeting.

(See also paragraph 57)
The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m.
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25 April 1963, at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting opened at 3 p.m.

57·

Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 7.2)
(Doc. Cg-IV/155)
(See paragraph 56)

57·1
The President recalled that the first ballot had taken place at
the previous meeting. As no candidate had obtained a majoritYI a second
ballot was necessary between the two candidates who had received the
largest number of votes, that is to say, Mr. Taha and Mr. Van Mieghem.
The delegates of Bulgaria and Sweden were appointed tellers for the ballot.
The results of the voting were as follows :
Number of voting papers
Spoiled voting papers

87
2

Votes cast for
Mr. Taha
Mr. Van Mieghem

70
15

The President declared Mr. Taha elected.

(Applause.)

Election of the fifth elected member of the Executive Committee
The delegates of Canada and Madagascar were appointed tellers :
The results of the voting were as follows :
Number of voting papers

89

votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Acquaah
Akingbehin
Ayadi
Bell
Basto Lima
9~la~an

D1allo
GanJi

Garcia
Giansanti
Gibbs
Gilead

0
0
0
11
2

2
0
0
3
1
1

7
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Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Krislma Rac
Sorodoc

6
6

Van Mleghem

29

Vourlakis

15

Wahab

0

Zitek

6

As no candidate had obtained a majority, a second ballot was held
between Mr. Van Mieghem and Mr. Vourlakis J who had secured the largest
number of votes.
The delegates of the Congo (Brazzaville) and Poland were

the

tellers.
The results of the ballot were as follows
Number of voting papers

90

Spoiled voting papers

1

Blank voting papers

9

Votes cast for :

Mr. Van Mieghem
Mr. Your lakis

53
27

The President declared Mr. Van Mieghem elected.

(Applause.)

57·3
The tellers for the ballot were the delegates of the Lebanon and
the Netherlands.
The results of the voting were as follows

Number of voting papers

90

Votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Akingbehin
Ayadi
Bell
Basta Lima

0
0
1
29
1

<;61asan

14

Acquaah

Diallo

Mr. Ganji
Mr. Garcia

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Giansanti
Gibbs

Gilead
Krishna Rao
Sorodoc
Vourlak1s
\oIabab

Zitek

0
0
0
0

1
21

7
4
3
0
9
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As no candidate had obtained the requisite majorlty~ a second
ballot was necessary between Mr. Bell and Mr. Gilead, who had received the
largest number of votes, The tellers for the ballot were the delegates
of Cuba and Norway.
The results of the voting were as follows

Number of voting papers
Blank voting papers

90
5

Votes cast for :
Mr. Bell
Mr. Gilead

The President declared

46
?f9

Mr. Bell elected.

(Applause. )

The President announced that ·the seven seats on the

Executive

Committee for Region VI were filled and it remained only to elect candidates for the seats to be filled for the other Regions.

The delegates of the Congo (Leopoldville) and Iceland were
pointed tellers.

ap_

The results of the voting were as follows
Number of votfng papers

89

Spoiled voting papers

1

Blank voting papers

3

Votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Acquaah
Akingbehin
Ayadi
Basta Lima
Dialla
Ganji
Garcia
Gibbs
Krishna Rao
Wahab

2

3

45

2
1
1

6
2
21
2

Mr. Ayadi, having obtained a simple majority, was declared
elected. (Applause.)

The tellers for the ballot were the delegates of the Federation
of Malaya and Czechoslovakia.
The results of the voting were as follows :

TWEll'TII PLENARY MEErING

Number of voting papers
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89

Votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
lfJr •
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Acquaah
Akingbehin

2

Basta Lima

2
2

Diallo
GanJi
Garcia
Gibbs
Krishna Rac

Wahab

4

9
6
0

63

1

Mr. Krishna Ran was declared elected.

(Applause.)

The delegates of Sierra Leone and Yugoslavia were appointed
tellers and the results of the voting were as follows :
Number of voting papers

Spoiled voting papers

mank

voting papers

89
1
1

Votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

AcquaalJ.

Akingbehin
Basta Lima
D1allo
Ganji

Garcia
Gibbs
Wahab

7
35
7
5
6
6
2

19

As no candidate had secured a simple majority, a second ballot
was held between Mr. Akingbehin and Mr. Wahab. who had received the
largest number of yotes.
The tellers for the second ballot were the delegates of Argentina
and TlUlisia.

The results of the voting were as follows

Number of voting papers
Blarik voting papers

87
1

Votes cast for

Mr. Akingbehin
Mr. Wahab

54

32

The President declared Mr. Akingbehin elected.

(Applause.)

120

TWEIFrH PLENARY MEETING

After consulting Congress, the President announced that
for the election of the three remaining members would be resumed

voting
on the

following day.

(See also paragraph 65)

58.

Financial report by the Secretary-General (Agenda item 2.4)

(Doc. Cg-IV!173)
Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) stated that paragraphs 1 to 5 of document
Cg-IV/173 summarized the discussions which had taken place in his committee on that item of the agenda.
Paragraph 6 of the document contained a proposed text for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session.
In the absence of any comments, the text and the document as a
whole were approved.

59·

Regional representation of the Organization (Agenda item 3.4)

(Docs. Cg-IV!158 and Add. 1)
Mr. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) stated that his committee had considered under this item of
the agenda the two following questions :
(a)

The proposed establishment of regional representation at
request of regional associationsJ and

the

(b)

The proposed creation of a secretariat post in New York designated as the Secretary-GeneralIs representative at the headquarters of the United Nations and of the International Civil
Aviation Organization.

The conclusions were contained in document Cg-IV/l58 as regards
the first question and in document Cg-IV/158 3 Add. 1 as regards the second.
The President proposed that they should consider first the conclusions of the committee in connexion with the proposal to establish regional
representation. He notified the following amendments to the French text
of draft Resolution 3.4/a to bring it into line with the English text3
which was correct.
Amend draft Resolution 3.4/a contained in the appendix to document
Cg-IV/158 to read as follows :
(1)

on page 2~ replace paragraph 6 (a) by the following
Ilea) se tenir p1einement informe de toutes les activites meteorologiques de la region~ ainsi que des difficultes et des insuffisances qulil aura constatees. et apporter aux Membres de 1a region les conseils et llassistance necessaires~ afin qulils puissent surmonter ces difficultes; a cet effet. 11 procedera a des
visites tres etendues dans les divers pays Membres de la region
des que 1a necessite slen presentera. lI ;
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(2)

On the first line of paragraph 6 (d) of the same page, delete
"de" before lI alder";

(3)

Replace paragraph 6 (f) on the same page by the following :
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"(f) faire en sorte que Ie Secretaire general soit pleinement
informe des activites de la region, des questions qui necessitent
son attention et des progres realises If •

Draft Resolution 3.4/a subject to the amendments to the French
text, and paragraphs 3.4.1 to 3.4.6 of the proposed text for insertion in
the general summary of the work of the session were approved without
discussion (see Resolution 8 (Cg-IV) - Regional representative of the
World Meteorological Organization).
Before considering the question of the Secretary-GeneralIs representative at the headquarters of the United Nations and of ICAO~ as covered
by paragraph 3.4.7, the proposed text of which is contained in document
Cg-IV/158, Add. 1, the President asked the opinion of the chairman of the
Committee on Administrative and Financial ~uestions on the advisability of
examining the question on that occasion.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) thought that it would be preferable to defer to
a later date examination of the paragraph in question, as certain discussions and decisions of his committee had not yet been reported on to the
plenary meeting.
It was so decided.
(See also paragraph 77)
Training of meteorological staff (Agenda item 5.3.4)

(Doc. Cg-IV!170)
Dr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted doc~Cg-IV/l70, which represented his committee's report on
that item of the agenda and contained under paragraph 8 a proposed text
for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session and, as
an appendix. draft Resolution T/5.).4.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) made the following statement :
"The Technical Note based on Professor Van Mieghem' s report No. 1
is entitled 'The problem of the professional training of meteorological
personnel of all grades in the less-developed countries'. If this were
strictly so, my delegation would have no comments to offer, other than
to query the long-term wisdom of setting lower standards in these
areas. However, it would appear from the text that the grading of
personnel there discussed is intended to be universally valid. In the
view of my delegation it would be a serious disservice to the science
of meteorology for WMO to advocate the assignment of professional
duties to non-graduates.
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nIt is necessary to realize that small services could not afford,
either from the financial or scientific point of view, to have say two
forecasters, one Class I and one Class II simultaneously on duty where
only one would suffice.

"rhe recognition of two classes will make it difficult for such
services to resist the ever recurring pressures to reduce standards
and so cut costs.
~ therefore would request that in order not to do harm to some
services, while helping all the others, the following note should be
inserted in the appropriate place of the text of the Technical Note :

'Note

In small services where it would not be practical to have
two classes of forecasters Simultaneously on duty only
Class I meteorological personnel should be employed.'

HI wish to add that these comments were sent to the Secretariat
some time ago, but that they have not been taken into account in the
Technical Note No. 50.
"rherefore sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph 5.3.4.3 for inclusion
in the summary is not completely correct."

Mr. Doporto then requested that the name of Ireland should be
inserted in the last SUb-section of paragraph 5.3.4.3. the beginning of
which would then read as follows : "The delegates of Portugal and Ireland
stated that they were unable to support the views expressed above, since
they consider that further action is required to ensure the production of
guidance material in regard to the training and •.• n.
The President asked Mr. Doporto to state whether the note which
he had just proposed in his statement was intended solely to be inserted
in Technical Note No. 50 as the comments of Ireland, or whether he wished
it to be submitted to the vote in order to obtain a decision of Congress.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) repeated that the text of the note had been
sent to the Secretariat with the comments of Ireland in regard to the
report by Mr. Van Mieghem. It had been found that the note had not been
taken into consideration in Technical Note No. 50 which. in accordance
with document Cg-IV/170 (paragraph 5.3.4.3, sub-section (a)), was to include the comments of Members. The note in question could, therefore, be
included under that paragraph. He thought, however, that it would be
preferable to include it also in the minutes.
The Secretary-General pointed out that, although Technical Note
No. 50 had already been distributed to all members, it would be quite
simple to prepare an addendum containing the comments of Ireland.
The
addendum could be distributed to all those who had received the technical
note in question.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) agreed to the proposed solution.
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The President stated that Mr. Doportols statement would be inserted in the minutes. The last sub-section on page ~ of document Cg-IV/170
would be amended as proposed by Mr. Doporto.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) recalled that
in the discussions in the Committee on Technical Questions on the training
of staff, the Soviet Union delegation had expressed regret that the Technical Note based on the reports by Professor Van Mieghem~ did not make
any reference to the training of meteorologists in the U.S.S.R. He agreed
that the question had been brought to the knowledge of countries through

the WMO Bulletin of January 1963, one complete article of which had been
devoted to the experience gained in the Soviet Union in the field
specialist training. He wished, nevertheless, to mention the fact
plenary session.

of
in

At the President's request, draft Resolution 5.3.4/a and the text
proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session,
with the amendment to the last sub-section of paragraph 5.3.4.6 were then
adopted (see Resolution 24 (Cg-IV) - Training of meteorological personnel).

61.

IQSY meteorological programme (Agenda item 5.).8)

(Doc. Cg-IV!171)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted doc~Cg-IV/17IJ which included a proposed text for insert:t.on in the general summary of the work of the session, and also a draft
Resolution 5.3.8/a. He notified the following amendment to the draft
resolution : amend the first line of the sentence beginning REQUESTS to
read : "REQUESTS the Executive Committee to endeavour to arrange as a
matter of urgency for .•• ".
The President in turn notified the following corrections
French text for the general summary :

to the

(1)

In the fourth and ninth lines of paragraph 5.3.8.2 replace
"I 'atmosphere" by "la haute atmosphere".

(2)

In line five of the same paragraph replace "comme Ie Congres a
cru comprendre" by "Ie Congres ayant compris •.• II.
The amendments applied to the French text only.

Draft Resolution 5.).8/a, with the amendment, and the proposed
text for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session, with
the French text as amended were approved without discussion (see Resolution 28 (Cg-IV) - Meteorological programme of the International Years of
the Quiet Sun (noSY)).

62.

Hydrological meteorology (Agenda item 5.12) (Doc. Cg-IV/172)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
said that paragrapii 9 of doctunent Cg-Dl/172 included a proposed "text for
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insertion in the general summary of the work of the session and,
appendix, draft Resolution 5.12/a.

as

an

He notified the following amendments :
Kr£P£s~d_t~x!

£0£

!h~ ~e~e£al ~~~~

:

(1)

In line seven of paragraph 5.12.1, replace "this science"
IIhydro logy II ;

by

(2)

In paragraph 5.12.6 delete: "Co-ordinating its activities in the
field wi th United Nations and its specialized agencies,".

The object of the deletion was to avoid a repetition, since
same idea was already expressed in the preceding paragraph.

the

Qr~f! ~e~olu!i£n_5~1g(~
(3)

Under IICONSIDERING II , paragraph (2). delete : "within the scope

of its purposes",
The reason for the deletion was that the existing text appeared
to be unsuitable.
The President notified the following amendments to the French
text of the document, to bring it into line with 'the English text.
!e~t_f~r_t~e_g~n~r~l_s~~y

:

(1)

Amend the third line of paragraph 5.12.4 to read as follows:
II. .. compte organiser en 1964, afin d I assurer une participation
active aux ..• ";

(2)

In the first line of paragraph 5.12.5, delete: "grande";

(3)

Replace the seventh and following lines of paragraph 5.12.6
the following : Ilet notarnment en ee qui cone erne :

by

(a)

la mise en oeuvre et l'orientation des travaux relatifs
l'etablissement et a 1 'extension des reseaux;

a

(b)

la normalisation des instruments, des methodes d'observation,
etc., la preparation et la diffusion des guides et autres
documents d'information;

(c)

la formation de la main-d'oeuvre necessaire a l'expansion
des services nationaux de ~assemblement de donnees et des
autres services."

(4)

£r~f! ~e~o!u!i£n~~lg/~
Replace paragraph 1 under CONSIDERANT by the following:
"(1)

(5)

que la meteorologie joue un r61e important dans de nombreux
aspects scientifiques et d 1 exploitation de l'hydrologie et
de la mise en valeur des ressources hydrauliques;"

In the third line of the sentence commencing with APPROUVE
replace : "au programme" by "dans Ie programme lf ;
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(6)

In paragraph (1) in the second line of the sentence commencing
with CHARGE, replace "executes" by "etablis".

Draft Resolution 5.12/a and the proposed text for insertion in
the general summary of the work of the session, subject to the amendments
and corrections mentioned above, were adopted without discussion (see
Resolution 34 (Cg-IV) - Water resources development and related long-term
programmes) •

63.

Review of the Financial Regulations (Agenda item 6.2)
(Doc. Cg-N!l77)

Mr, McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted for the approval of Congress document
Cg-IV!177, paragraph 5 of which includes a text for the general summary
and, as an appendix, draft Resolution 6.2/a with an annex.

There being no comments, draft Resolution 6.2/a and the proposed
text for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session were
approved (see Resolution 38 (Cg-IV) - Establishment of Financial Regulations of the World Meteorological Organization).

64.

Technical assistance activities of WMO (Agenda item 4.1)
(See paragraph 28)
Integration of the Technical Assistance
Tn;;c:Cg::rV/178)- - - - - - - - - - - -

Unit in the Secretariat

- - - - - - - - - - --

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) notified the following amendment, applicable only
to the proposed French text for insertion in the general summary of the
work of the session, as contained in paragraph 5 of document 178: on
line 5 of paragraph 4.1.5.2, replace the words: Irle cadre lr by Irles
limites ll ,
At the request of the President, the text, thus amended,
approved without discussion.
(See also paragraph 75)
The meeting rose at 6.40 p.m.

was

126
MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH PIENARY MEETING

26 April 1963, at 11.00 a.m.
The meeting opened at 11.15 a.m.
65.

Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 7.2)
(Doc. Cg-IV!l55)
(See paragraph 57)

65.1

~l~c!i~n_o! !h~ !e~t~ ~e~b~r_o!!h~ ~~c~t!v~ £o~!t!e~

The President announced that a vote would be taken on the election of the tenth member of the Executive Committee and asked the delegates
of Pakistan and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to act as tellers.
The voting in the secret ballot was as follows
Number of voting papers
Blank voting paper

88
1

Votes cast for :

Mr. F.A.A. Acquaah

24

Mr. T.O. Diallo
Mr. Basta Lima
Mr. M.H. Ganji
Mr. A. Garcia
Mr. W.J. Gibbs
Mr. A.A. Wahab

9
9
13
5
2

25

As no candidates had obtained the requisite majoritYI a second
ballot would be necessary between Mr. Acquaah and Mr. Wahab J who had
obtained the largest number of votes.
The delegates of Switzerland and the Ukrainian
Republic acted as tellers.

Soviet Socialist

The voting was as follows
Number of voting papers
Blank voting papers

88
7

Votes cast for :

Mr. F.A.A. Acquaah

42

Mr. A.A. Wahab

39

The President declared Mr. Acquaah elected to the
Committee. (Applause. )

Executive

The President stated that only Regions III and V were still without an elected member in the Executive Committee. As regards Region V,
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only one candidate Mr. Gibbs (Australia) appeared on the list. The President proposed that Regulation 66 should apply~ which provided that, in
the event of there being only one candidate, he should be declared elected
without a ballot.
(Applause. )

He asked Congress to give its verdict on that proposal.

The President declared Mr. Gibbs elected to the Executive

Com-

mittee.

65.3

For the twelfth seat only the two directors from Region III,
Mr. Basta Lima and Mr. Garcia, appeared on the list of candidates. The
tellers were the delegates of the United States of America and Finland.
The result of the secret ballot was as follows :
Number of voting papers

88

Blank voting papers

8

Spoiled voting paper

1

Votes cast for
Mr. Basta Lima

21

Mr. A. Garcia

58

The President declared Mr. Garcia elected to the Executive Committee. He congratulated all members who had been elected to the Executive Committee and wished them success in their work as from Monday.

66.

Units used in meteorological messages for international exchanges
(Agenda item 5.3.10) (Doc. Cg-Dl/l79)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
presented his committee's report on the above agenda item contained in
document Cg-IVjI79. He stated that there was an omission in the document,
para~aph 8 of which should be completed to read :
"5.}.10.3
Congress decided to request the Executive Committee
to study during the Fourth Financial Period the possibility of
encouraging the exclusive use of the metric system in all messages for international exchanges."
The first line under APPROVES of draft Resolution 5.3.10/b should
also be replaced by "DECIDES that the metre per second be introduced as the unit for reporting wind speed ••• ".
At the request of Mr. Reichelderfer (United States of America),
Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions) stated that

the ~aph in question was one of general application, the question of
the choice of a unit for wind speed being treated separately.
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The President then read out the following amendments
French text of the document

to

the

Page 3J paragraph 5.3~lO.2J amend the first three lines as follows : "Le Congres est convenu du point de vue meteorologique,
du principe de l'utilisation du metre par seconde comme unite
de vitesse du vent. Toutefois, reconnaissant les difficultes
qui pourraient ~tre rencontrees en donnant l'assistance ••• ff •

Qr~! ~e~o1u!i£n_5~3~1g(£
Paragraph 2 under RECONNAISSANT, replace

"a

nouveau"

by

"plus

avant U 1

Paragraph 3 under RECONNAISSANT, third, fourth and fifth lines,
amend to read

II...

des vi tesses de vent dans un grand nombre de

messages transmis a des fins aeronautiques et maritimes, oe qui
entratnerait un risque d'erreurs malgre la simplicite de la
conversion;"
Last paragraph under FRIEl first line, read "les mesures fl
place of "des mesures lt •

in

Last three lines, amend to read " ••• comme unite de la vitesse
du vent utilisee dans tous les messages meteorologiques internationaux, synoptiques, aeronautiques, maritimes et autres II;
In the second line under CONSIDERING (English text), the
"measuring and" should be deleted.

words

Draft Resolutions 5.3.l0/a and 5.3.l0/b,as also the text proposed
for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session, as shown
in paragraph 8 of document Cg-IV/179,amended as indicated by the President
and by the chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions, were adopted
without discussion (see Resolution 30 (Gg-IV) - Units used in coded messages for international exchanges and Resolution 31 (Cg-IV) - Units for
wind speed in meteorological messages for international exchanges).

67.

World-wide networks of meteorological stations (Agenda item 5.3.2)
(Doc. Cg-IV!181)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
stated that t~dy of the question had been entrusted in the first place
to a subcommittee.
He then presented his committee's report as mentioned
in document Cg-IV/181. He indicated that paragraph (1) under DIRECTS of
draft Resolution 5.3.2/a should be amended as follows: first line replace "obtain" by Itpersuade lf , third line replace "acceptentlf b¥ ttd1accep_
tern (French text only).
The
available in
basis of the
He then read
document :

President announced that Appendix B to the document was not
French, but that it had been decided to examine it on the
English text, subject to any necessary changes in drafting.
out the following amendments to the French text of the
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Draft Resolution 5.3.2/a, paragraph under CONSIDERANT read ;
"CONSIDERANT qu I un reseau mondial convenable de stations d I observation meteorologique complete par des systemes adequats de
communications constitue une condition necessaire a la poursuite
efflcace des etudes spatiales en relation avec les progres realises dans Ie domaine des satellites rneteorologiques ains! qu1au
developpement des applications en vole ••• II J

tele-

Paragraph (1) under PRIE INSTAMMENT les Membres J read
"1) d'intensifier leurs efforts en vue de la creation de nouvelles
stations en altitude necessaires pour cambler les principales
lacunes ••• IT,;

Paragraph (1) under PRIE Ie Com1te executifl third line, insert
"existantes tt between "continentales" and rrenumereesltJ
Paragraph (1) under CHARGE Ie Secretaire general, second line,
read "technique et financH~re" instead of "financiere technique" J
Fourth line, replace "mise en oeuvre" by "realisation" J
Last line, read Ret de telecommunications II •

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) considered
that certain amendments should be made to the document, notably to paragraph 5.3.2.4; he set forth his reasons for that proposal. The question
of financial assistance to enable countries to develop their networks had
been studied in great detail in the Committee on Technical Questions and in
the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions. He dld not wish
to return to that matter for the time being since he would be doing so in
a later meeting. In his delegation1s view, even if Congress were to agree
to create the proposed fund, the latter could not constitute a suitable
basis for helping countries to carry out the major programmes laid down
for the Fourth Financial Period. His delegation was of the firm opinion
that the assistance to be given should consist in implementing Resolution
1802 (XVII) of the General Assembly, wherein WMQ was requested to formulate detailed proposals on financial aid to governments for the purpose of
strengthening meteorological services, including improvements to networks.
The fund which it was proposed to create within the Organization could
only playa secondary role. He therefore proposed that paragraph 5.3.2.4
on page 3 of document Cg-IV/181 be amended as follows :
115.3.2.4
In considering the forms of assistance ~lhich "the Organization should give to Members requesting assistance, Congress
agreed that there was considerable scope for providing Members
with financial assistance as specified in Annex D to draft
Resolution 5.3.2/a. Moreover, the possibility of providing gov-ernments with financial assistance from various sources within
the Organization is being studied. Particular emphasis was
"
The last part of the proposed text could be elaborated when
decision had been taken on the proposed fund.

a
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On the draft resolution$ the present version of paragraph
under "REQUESTS the Executive Committee ••• " was unacceptable.

If

(1)
the

proposals on the budget were to be accepted the present text could be
retained; otheYHise, the draft Resolution should also be amended. His
delegation did not at present wish to propose that the draft be amended,
but wished to draw attention to the fact that the budget was still sub
judice and that any decision on that subject could lead to a reconsidera~f the text of the resolution.
At the request of the President, Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics) repeated the amendment proposed for paragraph 5.3.2.4
of document Cg-IV/181 and stressed that its object was to give pride of
place to the main aspects of the technical and financial assistance and
to mention the secondary aspects at the end of the text.
The President considered that the proposal of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics would entail postponing the examination of document
Cg-IV/18l until such time as a vote could be taken on the budget.
Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
informed the President that his committee had endeavoured to draft a text
which would not have to be amended afterwards. There would,however, be no
objection to the procedure proposed by the President.

It was so decided and the President requested the chairman of
the Committee on Technical Questions to see,as soon as the latter should
have been apprised of the draft budget, if it were possible to amend
document cg-IV/181 and, if so, decide what amendments should be made.
(See also paragraph 79)
The meeting rose at 12.35 p.m.
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26 April 1963, at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.)0 p.m.

68.

Amendments to the WMO Convention (Agenda item 3.1)
(Docs. Cg-IV!174 and Add. 1, Add. 2 and Corr. 1)
(See paragraph 54)

Mr. Krishna Rac (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) stated that there still remained the examination of the proposed amendments to the Convention contained in paragraphs 2, 13 and 14
of the appendix to document cg-IV/174 regarding Articles 4, 15 and 19 of
the Convention. When all the proposed amendments to the Convention had
been examined by Congress, a draft Resolution incorporating all the amendments adopted would be proposed at the next plenary meeting.
Further,
they also still had to consider draft Resolution 3.~c mentioned in document Cg-IV!174, Add. 2.
ment

No.

The President proposed taking a roll-call vote on draft
2 in regard to Article 4.
The voting was as follows :
Votes in favour
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium

Cambodia
Canada
Chile
China
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Cuba
Dahomey
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Finland
France
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Guinea
Honduras

Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan
Kuwait
IJ.bya
Lebanon
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Pakistan
Portugal

amend-
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United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain

Saudi Arabia

South Africa

and Northern Ireland

Spain

United States of America

Sudan
Sweden
Syria
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Votes against

Upper Volta
Venezuela
Viet-Narn, Republic of
Yugoslavia

none

Abstentions
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Czechoslovakia
Ireland
Morocco
Mexico

Poland
Romania
Switzerland
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

There were 62 votes in favour, none against and 11 abstentions.
As the requisite two-thirds majority of Members of the Organization had
not been obtained, the proposal was not adopted.
A roll-call vote was then taken on draft amendment No. 13
regard to Article 18.
The voting was as follows
Votes in favour
Argentina
Australia
Belgium
Canada
Chile
China
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)
Dahomey
Denmark
Domj.nican Republic
Ecuador
Finland
France
Gabon
GermanYl Federal Republic of
Ghana
Guinea
Honduras
Iceland
India

Indonesia

Iran
Iraq
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Madagascar
Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mauritania
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Norway
Pakistan
Portugal

in
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Saudi Arabia

Turkey

South Africa
Spain
Sudan

United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United states of America
Upper Volta
Venezuela

Sweden
Syria
Thailand
Tunisia

Votes against

none

Abstentions

Austria
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Bulgaria
Cambodia
Czechoslovalda

Cuba
Hungary

Ireland
Mexico

Morocco
Poland
Romania
Switzerland

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
Viet-Naml Republic of
Yugoslavia

There were 56 votes in favours none against and 17 abstentions.
As the requisite two-thirds majority of Members of the Organization had
not been obtained, the proposal was not adopted.
The President opened a discussion on amendment No. 14
Article 19.

concerning

Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) recalled that at the tenth plenary meeting an amendment proposed
by Norway regarding paragraph (h) of draft Article 19 was adopted and
that the quorum for meetings of a regional association was thus fixed at
not less than half the Members. Since Regulation 61 stated that for a
vote by correspondence the necessary quorum was that which would be required for the constituent body in session~ he suggested that paragraph
(i) of the new Article 19 should be brought into line with the amended
paragraph (h). He proposed replacing the last line of the text by the
words "acquired when not less than half its Members took part in the
voting" •

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) recalled that
he had already opposed the proposal at the tenth plenary meeting. If it
were adopted. a quarter of the Members of an association could legally
adopt a proposal which would be applicable to all Members of the association. Such a possibility was contrary to the interests of the Organization.
The President put the amendment proposed by the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the vote. There were 23 votes
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in favour, 22 against and 25 abstentions. As the requisite two-thirds
majority had not been obtained, the proposal was not adopted. A roll-call

vote was then taken on draft Article 19.
The voting was as follows :
Votes for

Argentina

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Cambodia
Chile

China
Dahomey

Ecuador
Germany, Federal Republic of
Honduras
India

Iran
Ivory Coast
Japan

Libya
Mauritania

New Zealand
Niger
Norway
Saudi Arabia
Spain
United states of America
Upper Volta

votes against :
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cameroon
Czechoslovalda

Gabon
Ghana

Hungary
Indonesia

Ireland
Israel

Korea, Republic of

Madagascar
Pak:istan
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Switzerland
Tunisia
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
Yugoslavia

Abstentions ;

Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville)

Cuba
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Finland
France

Guinea
Iceland
Italy
Jordan
Lebanon

Malaya, Federation of
Mali
Mexico

Morocco
Netherlands
Philippines
South Africa
Sudan
Sweden
Syria
Thailand
Turkey
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
Venezuela
Viet-Nam, Republic of
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There were 24 votes for, 21 against and 28 abstentions. As the
requisite two-thirds majority of Members had not been obtained, the pro- ,
posal was rejected.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) explained why he had abstained
from voting o~e proposed Article 19. He agreed with the opinion expressed by the delegate of the U.S.S.R. that it was abnormal for decisions
to be capable of adoption by a small number of Members of a regional association. For that reason he had already voted against in the voting on
the amendment to paragraph (h) proposed by Norway in the tenth plenary
meeting. Paragraphs (h) and (1) of the proposed Article contained provisions contradicting each other, and while he agreed to the provisions of
paragraph (1), he disagreed with the provisions of paragraph (h) and therefore he could not vote for or against the proposed Article and he therefore
abstained.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) explained the reasons for the abstention of the French delegation : the latter was not entirely against the
principle of amending the Article on regional associations, but considered
that a new study of the text should be made parallel with that of the
Article dealing with technical commissions, which the Committee on General
and Legal Questions had already proposed to refer to Fifth Congress.
The President proposed that draft Resolution 3.1/c
Cg-IV/174, Add. 2) be examined.

(document

Mr. de Santiago-Lopez (Mexico) proposed the following two amendments
(a)

Amend (1) (iii) under DECIDES as follows :
"To present its report to the Secretary-General at least 18 months
before Fifth Congress, so that the Secretary-General can communicate the report to Members in accordance with Article 28 (a)
of the Convention, in order that the latter may have time to
present amendments 1 if they wish to do SO} IF

(b)

Add under DECIDES a new paragraph (3) :
"Travelling and living expenses of experts participating in
group's work will be borne by each state designating them. 'I

the

Mr. Madani (Morocco) supported the Mexican delegate, but suggested
a slight amen~for (1) (iii) under DECIDES :
"Submit a report to the Secretary-General at least 18 months before
Fifth Congress, so as to facilitate his work and so that he can
communicate it to Members in accordance with Article 28 (a) of
the Convention, in order that the latter may examine it and submit amendments and comments."

Mr. Ferreira (Portugal) proposed another amendment consisting of
replacing paragraph (2) under DECIDES by :
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"That the working group shall comprise

(a)

experts designated by the following Members

(b)

experts designated by the other Members, if the latter
desire."

so

The Members under (a) should of course be designated by Congress
after approval of the draft resolution.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) said that the draft resolution
had left some points unclarified; the previous speakers had already clarified some aT them. He supported the proposal that the working group be
open to all Members but subject to the condition that a nucleus of experts be constituted from the very beginning. Moreover, since the group's
activities would cover a period of four years, the work could be carried
out by correspondence; however, a meeting would probably have to be organized and, since it is understood that WMO cannot bear expenses of participation of the members of the group, it should be clearly specified that
Members should bear the expenses entailed in their expert1s participation.
Finally, it must be specified how the Secretary-General could initiate the
work of the group.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) supported the previous amendments, but
considered that the group should present its report to the President of
the Organization rather than to the Secretary-General. It should also be
clearly specified under what conditions proposals for amending the Convention should be submitted to Congress : whether by Members or by the Executive Cormnittee. It would seem preferable-that the Members should themselves submit the amendments to Congress.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) supported most of the observations made
by the Spanish delegate : the group itself could not submit to Fifth
Congress amendments to the Convention and it would be for the Members
themselves to do so, if they so wished, in accordance with Article 28 (a).

Mr. de Santiago-Lopez (Mexico) stressed that, as a rule, in the
various specialized agencies, such reports were submitted to the SecretaryGeneral (or Director-General) of the Organization but, in view of the particular structure of WMO, he supported the Spanish delegate's proposal
that the working group present its report to the President of the Organization.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) summarized the discussion and proposed
that Congress adopt the following three principles : participation in the
group to remain open to all Members, but it was important that a central
nucleus of 10 or 12 experts be designated at once; the expenses entailed
in the experts I participation to be borne by the Members; for the central
nucleus, he suggested that the following Members be invited to designate
experts
United Kingdom of. Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

United states of America
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Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
France
Morocco

Ireland
Netherlands

Portugal
Argentina
Mexico
Spain
United Arab Republic

The President then submitted to Congress the various

amendments

proposed

For (1) (iii) under DECIDES, he proposed the following :

"Submit a report to the President of the Organization at least 18
months before Fifth Congress, so that it can be transmitted to
Members of the Organization, in order that the latter may have
time to present, if they wish, comments or amendments within the
time-limit provided for i~ Article 28 (a) of the Convention."
That amendment was approved without further discussion.
He proposed that the new paragraph (3) be worded as follows

"That each Member de.signating an expert to join the working group
shall bear the travelling and living expenses of the expert so
designated."
That proposal was likewise adopted without discussion.
Finally, for paragraph (2), he proposed:
liTo invite:
(i)

the following Members to designate experts for the working
group : ••••••••••••••••••.•••.•.•.•••••••..•..••..•..•.••

(li) all other Members, who so desire, to designate experts
participate in the work of the group;U

to

That proposal was adopted without discussion.

The President then consulted Congress on the countries
included in (2) (i) as proposed by the Spanish delegate.

to

be

Mr. Madani (Morocco) was flattered to see Morocco on the list.
Despite certa~guistic difficulties, Morocco was ready to make its
contribution to the work of the group.
Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) had no objection to the substance, but could not, as yet, say whether his country
could take part in the group's work.
The President proposed that the discussion come to a close. A
revised draft of Resolution 3.1/c would be submitted to Congress at the
next meeting.
That proposal was adopted without discussion.
(See also paragraph 83)
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69.

Meteorological sate],.}ites (Agenda item 5.3.1) (Doc. Cg-IV/180)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted his~tteels report (Doc. Cg-IV/180).
The President mentioned certain corrections to be made in

the

French text :
First line of paragraph 5.3.1.1, delete the word "extr@mement";

At the end of paragraph 5.3.1.6, read

"places

a bord

des satel-

Ii tes, -ainsi que 11 equipement ... ";

Paragraph 5.3.1.9 (a) , read

Paragraph

~.3.1.9

(b) , read

"II conviendrait de prendre aete ... ";
riDes mesures devralent @tre

... n.,

Paragraph 5.3.1.9 (c ), read

"Des dispositions devraient @tre •.• ";

Paragraph 5.3.1.9 (d), read

1111 conviendrait d'inviter

... ".;

Paragraph 5.3.1.9 (d) , last but one line" read : "des pays qui
laneent des satellites concernant les allocations de f'requences ... ";
Paragraph 5.3.1.9 (e), read: "II conviendrait d'accorder un rang
eleve de priorite a la formation professionnelle en matiere d'exploitation des donnees ••• If ;
Paragraph 5.3.1.9 (f). read: "II conviendrait dletablir

'0 .";

Paragraph 5.3.1.15" second line J read: Ifdus essentiellement
11 avenement des satellites o. 0" ;

a

Draft Resolution 5.3.l/a. paragraph under CONSIDERE J read in the
!Ide la meteorologie dans les domaines scientifiques et pralast line
tiques."
Draft Resolution 5.3.1/b J DECIDE. in the second line J read:
il serait indispensable ••• " and in the second line of paragraph
(1) replace "il conviendra" by "il conviendrait".

It • • •

Account being taken of the above amendments J draft Resolutions
5.3.1/a and 5.3.1!b J and their annexes" as well as the text recommended
for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session, were
approved without discussion (see Resolution 20 eCg-IV) - The Advisory
Committee of the World Meteorological Organization and Resolution 21
(Cg-IV) - Analysis of the world weather system).

72..

Structure and terms of reference of the technical commissions
(Agenda item 5.2) (Docs. Cg-IV!176 and Appendix Rev. 1)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted his~tteels report (document Cg-IV/l76); most of the time
had been devoted to a detailed discussion of the terms of reference of the
Commission for Hydrological Meteorology. General agreement had not been
reached on the terms of reference of the name of the commission J but the
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conclusions submitted to Congress in the document were the views
large majority of the committee.

of

a

The President proposed that the terms of reference of each technical commission be examined in succession.
The terms of reference of the Commissions for Synoptic Meteorology~
Climatology, Instruments and Methods of Observation, Aerology, Aeronautical
Meteorology, Agricultural Meteorology, were approved without discussion.
Then coming to the terms of ~eference of the Commission for Hydrological Meteorology, Mr. Warners (Netherlands) made the following statement :
lIMr. President, Gentlemen,

HAfter the circumstantial discussions in the Technical Committee
I feel some diffidence about asking for the floor in this late stage of
the session to formulate once more the views of the Netherlands delegation regarding the task and duties of WOOO in the scientific~ technical
and observational aspects of the world's water problems.
'T will try to do this shortly and clearly. The Netherlands will
vote against the revised terms of reference of the proposed Commission
for Hydrology, which in our opinion go beyond and outside the purposes
of the Organization as formulated in Article 2 of the Convention.
"Delegates will certainly realize that the Netherlands, during
centuries involved in all aspects of the water problems crucial to its
existence in the past and in future, is fully aware of the numerous
problems which water gives to the lands and peoples of the world. There
exists in the Netherlands a well-organized system of water control
under the authority of many services and ministries, which closely cooperate and act in a rational integrated hydrological system. We have
our problems of water abundance, of water shortage, of water pollution,
of sediment-transport, of protection of the groundwater against penetration of saltish sea-water. And the meteorologist plays his appropriate active role and assists in hydrological activities when and where
required.
"It 'lIQuId be useless and unmanageable for the Netherlands to modify
the structure of our national organization according to principles of
a product of international ruling, which may induce interference with
or even regrouping of the various national responsibilities.
I~O be quite clear, Mr. President, in the Netherlands, for example I
the Meteorological Institute cannot playa guiding role with respect
to those elements more remote from meteorology such as water quality,
sedlment-transport~ etc.
I~any countries, I suppose, are in similar circumstances and I
believe many more will come into this position in the future when their
water-control system will be further developed.
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'We are furthermore of the opinion that most of the operational
problems in this field are more of a local or regional than of a worldwide character.

HIn the field of close co-operation in hydrology between the organs
of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and other international
organizations, such as UNESCO, FAO, WHO, rASH, lAEA, the Water Resource
Development Centre and others, WMO should most actively be engaged in
questions of hydrological meteorology, but resist a tendency to cross
the frontiers of its constitutional responsibilities.
l~hereforeJ the Netherlands delegation recommends to Congress most
emphatically not to adopt the revised terms of reference, but to maintain the present Commission for Hydrological Meteorology with the
existing terms of reference.

!II would ask your permission, Mr. President, to have I'l'I7 statement
taken in full in the Minutes of this plenary meeting. II
It was so decided.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) agreed with the Netherlands delegate; a
change in the name and terms of reference of the commission, as proposed
in document Cg-IV/176 1 was indeed unacceptable. He requested that each
of the commission's terms of reference be put to the vote separately, so
that Members could express their views on each point. In several countries
hydrological problems were not so closely bound up with the activities of
meteorological services as the new terms proposed for the commission seemed
to indicate.
Referring to paragraph 5.2.2 of document Cg-IV/176, he recalled
that WMO had been creat~d essentially for meteorology. The proposed change
in the commission1s name implied an extension of the Organizatlon 1s activities, which could lead to considerable difficulties in some countries.
Moreover, on page 8 of the appendix to document Cg-IV/176, the commission's
terms of reference were worded in a totally different fashion from those
of the other commissions, as regards the application of meteorology to
various fields (CAeM, CAgM and CMM).
The wording in (a) "Keeping abreast of and promoting developments
in hydrology related to meteorologyft, did not appear to be correct, for
the normal role of WMO was to keep abreast of developments in meteorology
related to hydrology.
IlHydrological forecastinglf in paragraph (b) also went too far. The
Whole question should be re-examined and priority given to meteorological
problems.

Mr. Sen (India) pointed out that the commission's terms of reference had already been discussed at great length at Third Congress. There
was a sharp difference of opinion regarding choice of a name for the commission and after considerable debate, a compromise solution was reached
by adopting the name IlCommission for Hydrological Meteorologylf,
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WMO should not accept full responsibility for all hydrological
problems, some of which had little connexion with meteorology and could
be handled only by specialists in hydrology, for example : quality of water,
sediment-transport and subterranean water level, etc. The change in terms
of reference and in the name of the commission proposed to Congress,might J
if adopted, be interpreted by the other international organizations as
meaning that WMO agreed to assume responsibility for all problems connected
with hydrology. It might also create numerous difficulties at national
level. For instance, the terms of reference mentioned in document Cg-IV/
176, under paragraphs (h) and (1), were not noticeably precise and might
give the impression that WMO and the meteorological services would deal
with all questions of instruments and training of hydrological staff. That
obviously would be going too far. The proposals submitted to Congress
were not based on sufficiently long experience, as the commission had
been working for only four years and had held only one session. It was
premature to take any such radical decisions at this stage. The terms
of reference of the other technical commissions have been found generally
satisfactory by actual use during many years, but the same was not true
of CHM1 and more experience would be needed before proposing any changes.
As the time available did not allow Congress to examine in detail the
question of the commission's terms of reference, he proposed that the
existing name of the commission be maintained and, if this was agreed to,
the proposed terms of reference could be provisionally accepted with some
minor changes, pending a detailed ie-examination at the next Congress.

Mr. Lugeon (Switzerland) thought that as regards hydrology it was
for the pure ~ogists to provide definitions and to standardize the
procedures and techniques of their work. As the role of meteorologists
should be limited to measuring meteorological parameters such as rainfall,
snowfall, etc., which were necessary for hydrological work, he proposed
maintaining the status quo. He was resolutely opposed to the adoption of
the name "Commission for Hydrology" and was very sorry that the Committee
on Technical Questions had departed from the rational solution which had
been adopted at the previous Congress. If WMO were to venture too far in
the field of hydrology, the result would be to admit into the Organization
persons who were unfamiliar with meteorology and that might create serious
disadvantages. If the existing name of Commission for "Hydrological
Meteorology" did not seem satisfactory, it could be replaced by "HydroMeteorology".
Mr. Glomozda (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that,
having listened to the speeches and read the documents, he felt that the
Committee on Technical Questions had studied the matter very thoroughly
and had considered the experience gained. The present terms of reference
of CHM did not seem to him sufficiently definite, and in the new terms
of reference there was no intention of tackling problems which belonged
to the field of the engineer, but purely a desire to study the hydrological
cycle as a whole. If WMO were to agree to engage in hydrology, it would have
to concern itself with the hydrological cycle as a whole, as there could
be no middle course. Moreover, it was clear that a number of other bodies
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expected WMO to perform that function. The meteorological aspects were
so important in the study of the cycle that it was natural that it should
be WMO which undertook the work of hydrology. It should not be overlooked
that five long-term projects were concerned with hydrology and that their
accomplishment would enhance WM0 1 s authority and show the importance of
its role in economic fields. The problem of water in arid zones was of
immense importance and WMO could not remain indifferent to it. As regards
the existing name of the commission, it was not strictly rational but the
important factor was the nature of the work to be accomplished. WMO owed
it to itself to extend its activity in the hydrological field.

Mr. Bessemoulin (France) said that he was not able to support
the proposal to extend the terms o~ re~erence o~ CHM to cover almost the
whole field o~ hydrology. He thought that certain questions, such as the
measurement of water courses and the study o~ sediment could not come
within the scope of TNMO. The Organization could play a very important
role in hydrology but only from the strictly meteorological aspect, that
is to say, within the limits of paragraphs 2 (d) and (e) of Article 2 of
the Convention. As some previous speakers had stated, the other technical
commissions which dealt with the application of meteorology to human activities considered only the meteorological aspects of that work.

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
recalled that the arguments which had just been developed had already been
put forward in the Committee on Technical Questions and he did not think
that that discussion could provide anything new. He thought that the extension of hydrological work could be of advantage to countries in process
of development and might result in closer co-operation between the meteorological and hydrological services. The new terms of reference of the
commission proposed in document Cg-rv/176 had been adopted in the committee
by a large majority.
Mr. Reichelderfer (United States of America) said he regretted
that the proposal raised so many difficulties. He thought that it did not
at all involve the need to change the administrative arrangements o~ the
various Members for dealing with problems of hydrology. It should not,
however, be overlooked that the hydrological cycle could not be divided
into various sections. It seemed pre~erable, therefore, for WMO to cover
the subject as a whole. Various speakers had referred to the Convention,
but that objection did not seem to warrant undue attention. If some other
specialized agency were to be responsible for hydrology, the problem o£
responsibility for the operation of rainfall measurement networks could
create certain difficulties. He suggested ~ollowing the plan outlined by
the Committee on Technical Questions and approving the constructive programme proposed, which would enable WMO to perform useful work.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) said he was opposed to a change in the name
and terms of reference of the Commission for Hydrological Meteorology. He
recalled that the solution adopted four years ago, at the previous Congress,
had already been a compromise between two opposing tendencies. He wished
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to draw the attention of Congress to a point of conslderabie importance.
Some countries thought that the adoption of the new terms of reference of
CHM did not conflict with the Convention. Others held an opposite view
and might be inclined to reduce their contributions to the budget of the

Organization by the sums ear-marked for hydrological work.

As a

result

WMO might find itself in a very difficult situation.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) stated that he also was firmly
opposed to th~ange in the name and terms of reference of CHM. He pointed

out that several delegations had not had an opportunity to express their
views in the Committee on Technical Questions. For that reason, he thought
that Congress should give close attention to the question.
In the United Arab Republic there were two distinct services~ the
Meteorological Service and the Hydrological Service~ which worked in close
co-operation. Should the new terms of reference be adopted, who would be
responsible for implementing the decisions arising from the work of the
Commission for Hydrology? Moreover, the Permanent Representative of WMO
was the director of the meteorological service, and it was clear that the
latter could not properly represent. his country at meetings of WMO at
which hydrology would be discussed. It was not the fault of meteorologists
if there was no organization responsible for hydrology; to remedy this
lack, Members could not be expected to merge their meteorological and
hydrological services. Experience showed that meteorologists had always
furnished hydrologists with the information they needed. He indicated
that his delegation made full reservation regarding the application by the
United Arab Republic of the new regulations~ should they be adopted.
The President asked Congress to indicate its opinion regarding
the name of the commission proposed in doclU1leht Cg-IV/176~ 1. e. "Cormnis_
sion for Hydrology".
The proposal was rejected by 33 votes to 26 with 5 abstentions.
The name of the cOIrllllission, therefore, remains : "CoIrllllission for
Hydrological Meteorology".
The President proposed an adjournment to enable delegations
give further thought to such a delicate problem.

to

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) proposed that they continue
examination or-the question.

the

Mr. Gibbs (Australia) and Mr. Reichelderfer (United States of
America) supp~ the proposal to adjourn. Mr. Reichelderfer thought that
the ·existing term "Hydrological Meteorologyll was altogether incorrect and
should at all costs be replaced. He suggested
IrHydro-meteorology".
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) thought that it would be possible to find
a formula acceptable to a large majority. As regards the name of the commission a decision had just been taken by Congress and could be modified
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only if the discussion were reopened under the conditions

stated in the

General Regulations.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) supported that opinion and asked that
vote be taken on the reopening of the discussion.
The President drew attention to Regulation 72 of the
Regulations and declared the meeting adjourned.
(See also paragraph 71)

The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.

General

a
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27 April 1963, at 9.30 a.m.
The meeting opened at 9.35 a.m.
The President welcomed Academician E.K. Fedorov and congratulated
him on his election as Vice-President of the Organization. (Applause.)

Mr. Fedorov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)

spoke

as

follows
ttMr. President, Delegates and col1eagues~
IIr should first like to say that I am very conscious of the honour

which you have conferred on me ih electing me to be Vice-President of
our Organization.
I am very happy to be able to meet you here today,
and in particular to greet old friends, such as Mr. Viaut,
Mr. Reichelderfer and numerous others.
"I realize that the honour you have shown me 1s not only

to me

personallY but also to the Hydro-meteorological Service of the U.S.S.R.
In this connexion, I should like to say that this service is worthy of
confidence. The government of my country is interested in hydrometeorological research and our service, which includes a number of
scientists and research workers, studies such problems very seriously
and with a view to international co-operation. We have also an interest in geophysics and oceanic research. Never has the need been so
great to establish close collaboration between scientists and research
workers in various countries; in order to achieve satisfactory results
towards the end of making WMO a truly universal organization, able to
ensure the meteorological collaboration of all countries, independently
of the individual nature of those countries and of their political
structure.
!fOur delegation has already made known how much it regrets that
there should not exist here such full competent participation and that
invitations should not have been sent to certain countries. I do not
think that the U.S.S.R. intended to offend anyone or to assess the
value of any government or any country. If it had not been for the
documents which were distributed this morning to all delegates, I
should not be reverting to the question. However, one of those documents refers to questions of this kind and it is for that reason that
I should like to call your attention to it. The document is signed
Mr •.Bell, director of the meteorological service of the Federal
Republic of Germany, and in its text Mr. Bell takes the liberty to
make an assessment of the activities of the Government of the German
Democratic Republic. To some extent therefore he refers to the activities of the U.S.S.R. also. I do not wish to go into further details but it seems to me that this kind of activity does not constitute
a step calaculated to promote international collaboration.
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If In the-name of our Organization the term
'MeteorologicalOrganization' 1s the most important element and each of the services, separately, should base itself on the general scope of meteorology within

the lim! ts 0.£ our Organization.

It would, in my opinion, be wrong to

consider that, in accepting a particular country as a Member of our
Organization, we were doing honour to that country. I think rather
that by receiving a new service within our community we merely

strengthen our own Organization.
"I think that a large part of the work of our Organization should

be based on the exchange of experience gained in the fields which concern us. vlhen there is a Congress or an Executive Committee, a considerable period of time is devoted to the examination of financial
and administrative questions. It is necessary to do this and we cannot dispense with it~ but there should be exchanges of views as to the
results obtained in our various services, the future possibilities of
development, the way in which we could improve our work, because after
all our object is the same. We wish to give a good account of the
meteorological and hydrological phenomena, we wish to learn how constantly to improve our forecasting and we hope to be able gradually to
introduce methods and possibilities which will enable us to work actively and effectively to overcome certain phenomena. I believe that
this point of view is of vital importance.
"Attention should also be paid to the co-ordination of scientific
research undertaken in the various countries, because we wish the work
carried out to enable us to achieve better results, and we all hope
that our efforts will lead to concrete results. For this reason, still
more co-ordination in the field of research is equally necessary and
this should be one of the aims of our Organization.
"Once again, Gentlemen, I should like to thank you for the very
great honour you have shown me and I promise that I shall do all in my
power to merit your confidence. 11
The President thanked Academician Fedorov for his statement,
showing as it did a notable spirit of collaboration, which would be valuable for the future work of the Organization.
structure and terms of reference of technical commissions
(Agenda item 5.2) (Docs. Cg-T'l!176 and App. Rev. 1)
(See paragraph 70)
The President recalled that consideration of the question had
been interrupted on the previous day by discussions on the name, structure
and terms of reference of the Commission for Hydrological Meteorology.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) thought that the delegates had
had an opportunity to examine the question in more detail. He felt that
after the vote taken at the previous plenary meeting it had been clearly
established that the commissionrs title, that is to say, "Commission for
Hydrological Meteorologyrr should be maintained.

147

FIFTEENTH PLENARY MEETING

As regards the terms of reference of the commission, as set forth
in Appendix Rev. 1 to document Cg-IV/176, he thought that the general
feeling of Congress was not in favour of such terms. By way of compromise
he proposed the following amendments :
In paragraph (a), replace the beginning by the following
"Keeping abreast of and promoting developments in meteorology related
to hydrology, both ... II ,;

In paragraph (b), delete sub-section (1) and renumber
other sub-sections accordingly;

the

two

Sub-section (1) to read as follows : IIStudles of the water balance,
of the global hydrologic cycle and of hydrological forecastlng ll ,;

In paragraphs (d), (e) and (f), replace the words IIhydrological"
by IIhydro-meteorological".

Mr. Bleeker (Netherlands) stated that, in order to show a spirit
of compromise, the Netherlands delegation Vlas ready to accept the amendments proposed by Mr. Taha. He proposed that the following amendments
should also be made to the proposed terms of reference
In paragraph (g), replace Ifhydrological data" by IThydro-meteorological data".
That amendment was intended to serve the same purpose as
proposed by Mr. Taha.
If

those

In paragraph (h), replace "specialized training of personnel"
specialized training of meteorological personnel".

by

It 'lias obvious that in our services we were concerned with meteorological personnel.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) thanked Mr. Bleeker for his
correction to~agraph (g) and stated that, if Congress agreed, he himself was ready to accept the insertion of the adjective lfmeteorological f1
in paragraph (h).
Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) recalled that
in the previous debates his delegation had already stated its point of
view on the matter. It had been stated that the Soviet Union delegation
was prepared to accept the terms of reference approved by the Committee
on Technical Questions. Nevertheless, in view of the fact that some
countries had indicated their fear that certain difficulties in the work
of their services might arise from the acceptance of the terms of reference
as put forward in the Committee on Technical Questions, the delegation of
the U.S.S.R. recognized that it was necessary to reach a generally accepted
agreement on such an important question.
As regards the name of the commission, Mr. Logvinov pointed out
that in the voting on the question at the previous meeting very few delegates had been present. In view of the spirit of compromise on which
Mr. Taha's proposal was based, and bearing in mind also the object of the
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proposal, which sought to establish a combination by using the term tfhydro_
meteorological", he proposed to give the conunission the title uComrnission

for Hydrometeorology",
ence granted to it.

That title would then reflect the terms of refer-

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) said he was glad to note that
Mr. Logvinov ;as-prepared to accept the compromise solution. However, as
regards the amendments to paragraph (a), Mr. Taha thought that he must
He felt that the latter was in full accord
with the spirit of the discussions which had taken place during the Third
Congress and also at the meeting of the technical commission in question,

maintain his own proposal.

and at the meetings of the Committee on Technical Questions at the Fourth
Congress.
As regards a possible change in the name of the commission,

Mra Taha recalled that a decision had been taken at the previous plenary
meeting, after voting had taken place in due form. Hence, before discussing the question of a name, he thought they should reach agreement on
the terms of reference. If later they wished to revert to the name or
the question of the name of the commission, a procedure existed to reopen
the discussion.

Mr. Sen (India) praised the spirit of conciliation shown by
Mr. Logvinov ~stating his opinion. To avoid wasting the time of Congress,
he supported the proposal of the delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to maintain unchanged paragraph (a) of the terms of reference.
Regarding- the name of the commission, Mr. Sen thought that the decision
taken on the matter ought not to be changed. He pointed out that every_
one knew that none of the proposed names was fully satisfactory nor were
the terms of reference of the commission. Nevertheless, he recommended
the commission to continue under the existing name for another period of
four years and to re-examine the terms of reference adopted by this Congress, and if necessary the name of the commission, at next Congress.
In the absence of any further comments, and at the request

Mr. Logvinov, the President decided to take a vote by a show of hands

of
on

the amendment to paragraph (a) proposed by Mr. Taha.
The results of the voting were as follows :
For the amendment

29

Against

)8

Abstentions

10

The requisite majority not having been secured, the proposed
amendment was rejected.
At the request of Mr. Bleeker (Netherlands) the adoption of paragraph (a) in its existing form was put to the vote.
The results of the voting were as follows :
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In favour of paragraph (a) in its original form

48

Against

19

Abstentions

11

As a result, paragraph (a) was approved in the form shown

in

Appendix Rev. 1 to document Cg-IV/176.
The President then called for a vote by a show of hands in regard
to paragraph (b), amended as proposed by Mr. Taha.
In favour of the amendment to paragraph (b)
Against

Abstentions

53
1

17

As a result, paragraph (b), amended as mentioned above,

was

approved.

(f),

There being no objections, the amendments to paragraphs (d), (e),
(g) and (h) proposed by Mr. Taha and Mr. Bleeker were approved.

The President said that his personal feeling was that, in view
of the amendments made to the terms of reference of the commission by
replacing the word " meteorological H wherever possible by "hydrometeorological" ~ they should now again consider the question of the name of the
commission. He presumed that all delegates would be willing to agree to
the term "Hydrometeorological Commission".

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) opposed the proposal~ which would
mean that the~cuss1on would have to be reopened. It had been decided
by a vote of Congress to maintain the name "Commission for Hydrological
Meteorology" •
Since a general agreement on the terms of reference had almost
been reached after the adoption of the various amendments~ it would be
advisable to put the whole of the terms of reference to a vote and disregard the question of the name of the commission. Should any delegation
propose a change in the name~ the normal procedure for reopening the discussion would have to be followed.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thought that
the President's proposal was fully justified. He did not quite understand
the attitude of Mr. Taha who~ contrary to his own proposals in regard to
the commission's terms of reference~ was not willing to make the corresponding change in the commission's name. In Mr. Logvinov1s opinion~ the
most rational solution would be to decide on the substance of the terms
of reference of the commission and then to choose a name which corresponded
to that substance. He thought it regrettable that a vote on the name had
been taken before agreement on the terms of reference of the commission
had been reached.
Mr. Logvinov said he was ready~ if necessary~ to submit a formal
motion to reopen the discussion on the question.
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Mr.

~

(Australia) supported the proposal of Mr. Logvinov.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) declared that I in his opinion, there
were two aspects to the question : first, the legal procedure which would
enable the name of a commission to be decided and secondly~ the actual
nature of the name of the commission. He pointed out that most of the
amendments to the terms of refer~nce which Congress had decided to adopt
referred to hydrometeorology. Consequently, the logical oonclusion would
seem to be to give that same name to the commission. Nevertheless, there
was one amendment which had not been adopted : the amendment proposed to
paragraph (a) of the terms of reference. The fact that the paragraph had
been maintained in its existing form meant that the prime emphasis was
placed on hydrology~ even before meteorology. In other words, Congress
emphasized the hydrological aspect3 and in so doing destroyed in part the
direction imparted by the other amendments. He thought that, if the name
of the commission were now changed to I'Commission for Hydrometeorology-II,
a state of confusion would result, at any rate as far as the Spanish language was concerned. The SpaniSh delegation had always urged solutions
which would reconcile all points of view3 and in the actual case its basic
object was a meteorological one. Accordingly, the Spanish delegation
would favour the maintenance of the name of the commission as it then
existed and as it had existed since the Third Congress. There would still
be time before the Fifth Congress to see whether another name would be
preferable.
Harking back to the legal procedure, Mr. de Azcarraga thought
that the best solution would be to vote on the document submitted by the
Committee on Technical Questions. The name proposed therein had been
rejected. A vote should be taken on the substance of the terms of reference of the commission, as amended 3 since the terms of reference as a
whole had not yet been put to the vote.
Should any delegate wish to submit a properly worded motion to
amend the name, he could do so and Congress would then have to pronounce
on that motion.
The President decided to call for a vote by show of hands to
approve the terms of reference as a whole, as shown in paragraph 7 of
Appendix Rev. I to document Cg-IV/176, taking into account the amendments
which had just been approved and retaining, as the name of the commiSSion,
the name which had been approved on the previous day.
The result of the vote was as follows :

69

For
Against

2

Abstentions

7

Consequently, the text of paragraph 7 of Appendix Rev. 1
document Cg-IV/176 was adopted.

Mr.

~

to

(Australia) then made a proposal in regard to the name
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of the commission. He did not ask for the discussion to be reopened but
made a proposal for a name different to the one adopted in the vote on the
previous day. Referring to the commission 1 s terms of reference which had
just been adopted., he found that the terms II meteorological" and "hydrological K were used only once, that the expression "hydrological meteorology" was not used at all while the term "hydrometeorologicallf appeareq
seven times. He thought that it would be logical therefore to change the
name to "Hydrometeorology Conunission". Mr. Gibbs proposed that new name
for the approval of Congress.

Mr. LogVinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) supported the
proposal of the Australian delegate.
Mr. Samiullah (Pakistan) said that some delegations apparently
felt that the name of the commission~ which had been maintained on the
previous day, did not represent a satisfactory solution. He also, therefore, supported the proposal made by Mr. Gibbs.

Mr. Bleeker (Netherlands) pointed out that the vote which had
just been taken did not refer only to the commission's terms of reference
but also to its name. Consequently, the original name had been maintained
by a majority of 69 votes in favour and 2 votes against.
Moreover, Mr. Bleeker affirmed that the name ought not to be
changed. To substantiate his claim, he drew attention to Resolution 19
(Cg-III) - Development of hydrological resources - to the new resolution
on hydrological resources which had been adopted by Fourth Congress, and
in particular to the general terms of reference of the Organization which
requested Congress and all the constituent bodies of WMO to concern themselves with any meteorological aspects which might be of interest to the
Organization in other fields of science.
The President stated that Mr. Bleeker was right in claiming that
the vote refer~~ to the original name of the commission and that,
consequently, in order to change the name, the discussion would have to
be reopened. He then proposed a compromise procedure~ though it may not
be altogether orthodox : to vote simultaneously on the reopening of the
discussion and on the approval of the name "Commission for Hydrometeorology" a procedure which would need to obtain-two-thirds of the votes i~
order to be accepted.
The result of the vote was as follows

For

53

Against

18

Abstentions

9

As a result, the new name was approved.
The President announced that the examination of paragraph (7) of
Appendix Rev. 1 of document Cg-IV/176 was completed.
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At the Presidentls

request~

paragraph

(8)

of Appendix Rev. 1

of

document Cg-IV/176 containing the terms of reference of the Commission for

Maritime Meteorology, was approved without discussion.
That concluded the examination of Appendix Rev. 1

of

document

Cg-IV/176.
The President then gave the floor to the chairman of the Committee
on Technical Questions, since as a result of the recent discussions, it
might perhaps be necessary to amend certain paragraphs of the text for the
general summary, as shown in paragraph (7) of document Cg-IV/176.

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)

thought that ~rst three paragraphs should be amended.

He would,

however, prefer delegates to propose amendments themselves.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) proposed, under the terms of Regulation 79
of the General Regulations, that the vote should be taken paragraph by
paragraph.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) thought that paragraphs 5.2.1 to 5.2.3
had become superfluous and therefore proposed that they be deleted.
Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) supported the proposal

of

Mr. de Azcarraga-and suggested, in addition, that the word "other" before

"technical connnissions ll in the first line of paragraph 5.2.4
deleted.
The remaining paragraphs would of course have
accordingly.

to

should be

be renumbered

Mr. Bleeker (Netherlands) supported the proposals of the
gates of Spain and the United Arab Republic.

dele_

Mr. Petrosjantz (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said he was
in favour of maintaining paragraph 5.2.1. The last two sentences, however,
reading from "it decided .•• " in the sixth line, could be deleted.
Paragraph 5.2.2 should also be maintained, but the new name which
had been finally adopted should be shown in place of "Commission for
Hydrology (CHy)".
Paragraph 5.2.3 should be completely deleted.

Mr. Simmers (New-Zealand) said he would prefer to maintain paragraph 5.2.1 in its original form. If necessary, the last sentence, reading
from "Congress decided that the Commission should ••• 11 in the 9th line,
could be deleted.
Mr. Petrosjantz (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) agreed with
the proposal of the delegate of New Zealand.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) said he was prepared to accept
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the proposal of the delegates of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
and New Zealand. Nevertheless I it would then be necessary to correct the
7th line of paragraph 5.2.1 to make it read as follows: n, .• Accordingly,
it was decided that the commission should consider those elements ••• n,
If the last sentence of the paragraph was deleted, the idea of priority
expressed in the 7th line was no longer relevant.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) pointed out that paragraphs 5.2.1 to
5.2.3 did not reflect the discussions which had taken place in Congress.
Even if the last sentence in paragraph 5.2.1 were deleted, the beginning
of the paragraph would lead to confusion, as it gave the idea that the
Commission should concern itself with hydrology having regard to all
aspects of subject. That was not the intention of the decision o~
Congress.
In order to avoid a long discussions the President proposed that
they should reconsider the first amendment of Mr. de Azcarraga s which
purely and simply deleted paragraphs 5.2.1 to 5.2.3. The minutes would
enable the delegates to appreciate the situation in regard to that
question.
There being no objection to the proposal, it was decided to
delete paragraphs 5.2.1 to 5.2.3 of the text for the general summary.
At the request of Mr. Sen (India) and with the approval of Congress, the President decided to~quest the Secretary-General to draft
a short paragraph to place on record the important decision of Congress
in regard to the new name of the Commission for Hydrological Meteorology.
The remaining paragraphs 5.2.4 to 5.2.8, which were to be appropriately
renumbered, were then approved without further discussion.
Maximum expenditures for the Fourth Financial Period

(Agenda item 6.3) (Doc. Cg-IV/185)
(See paragraph 8)
Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted for examination by the Congress document Cg-IV/lSS, which constituted the report of his committee on agenda

item 6.3.
Paragraphs 1 to 6 of the document provided a summary of the discussions which had taken place in the committee. Paragraph 7 contained
a text proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the
session. Appendices A and B of the document contained two draft resolutions which were submitted for the approval of Congress.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) paid a tribute to the chairman of the
Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions and to the committee
itself for the very detailed work which they had carried out in their
study of the question. As regards the report contained in document
Cg-IV/185, he would like to submit a few comments which he asked should
be included in the minutes of the meeting.
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The first comment related to the results as a whole. The Spanish
delegation regretted that those results represented a substantial increase
in the estimates presented by the Secretary-General in document Cg-IV/7.
That was contrary to the spirit prevailing at the discussions which had
taken place at the first examination of the question in Congress.
In regard to paragraph 6.3.3 of the text proposed for the general
summarY3 Mr. de AzcArraga expressed doubts concerning the final sentence.
He thought that it was not the prerogative of the Executive Committee to
conduct a study of that kind on financial implications.

That

sentence

gave the impression that the Executive Committee could amend the decision
of Congress in view of the financial implications. That was outside the
terms of reference of the Executive Committee.
In connexion with paragraph 6.3.7~ the speaker submitted the
following remarks_on the structure of the Secretariat~ as shown in part B
of the annex to draft Resolution 6.3/a.
The Spanish delegation wondered whether, by creating a planning
unit and linking that unit directly to the Office of the Secretary-General,
the creation of an Office of Assistant Secretary-General was really necessary. That could conceivably jeopardize the Office of the Deputy SecretaryGeneral, without adding materially to the work that could be done by the
Divisions. It would perhaps be preferable for the amounts allocated to
the Office of the Assistant Secretary-General to be used to improve the
levels of the Divisions, including the volume of staff for the Technical
DiviSion.
As regards the balance between the divisions, Mr. de Azcarraga
pointed out that the Administration, Conference and Publications Division
was an important divison and that it had always been suggested that the
head of that diviSion should be a meteorologist. The Spanish delegation
did not understand why the chief of the Administrative Division carried a
p-4 qualification grade, while that of the Technical Division would have
the grade P-5 and the Assistant Secretary-General the rank D-l; he did not
think that such an arrangement would ensure a proper balance between the
divisions.
The Spanish delegation did not appreciate why the post of Assistant Secretary-General, if it was finally approved by Congress, should
compulsarily be occupied by a person not belonging to the existing Secretariat. All the new posts, which were included in a new classification,
should be open to all, including the staff of the Secretariat.
In commenting on Appendix A~ and in particular on page 5~
de Azcarraga noted that, under Part I.A, paragraph (2) - Conference
staff for the Executive Committee, the figures had been almost doubled as
compared with the budget estimates of the Secretary-General, which proposed
$ 45,000 under that head. That increase did not appear to have been
justified.
~.

A very definite increase was also noticeable in Part I.B, paragraph (1) which concerned travel and subsistence of WMO staff attending
meetings of regional associations. In Parts I.B and I.C, paragraph (3),
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on the other hand, expenditure on interpretation services had been reduced.
Assistance to host countries had thus been reduced, contrary to the comments made by the Executive Committee and supported by the Spanish delegation in the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions.

The amount allocated under Part I.E for the representation of WMO
at meetings of other international organizations had also been increased.
The reason for such increase was not clear.
In conclusion, Mr. de Azcarraga stated that, in his delegation 1 s
opinion, the budget was at too high a level and contained some changes as
compared with the figures proposed by the Secretary-General which did not
appear to be justifi~d.

His final comment related to the text of draft Resolution 6.3/a,
as shown in Appendix A to document Cg-IV/l8S. He regretted that the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions had considered that it
would serve no purpose to include in the resolution a clause enabling the
Executive Committee to incur any additional expenditure which might be
found to be necessary to meet unforeseen contingencies. That had, however,
been done at Third Congress.

Mr. ~ (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
submitted the following comments on document Cg-IV/18S. All delegations
present had at heart the interests of WMO and wished the Organization to
expand and prosper. Nevertheless~ if such expansion was to proceed
satisfactorily~ it must be gradual, or else it would grow more quickly
than its strength allowed.
Leaving out of account activities in the field of technical cooperation3 carried out jointly with EPTA3 and also the $ l~SOO~OOO allocated to the new development fund, the budget submitted represented
$ 5~600,000 that is to sayan increase of 100 per cent over the estimated
expenditure for the Third Financial Period. That represented an average
rate of growth of the order of 20 per cent per annum. The largest item
in that total amount was, of course 3 represented by staff expenditure in the main - $ 33800,000. Compared with the Third Financial Period,
that amount represented an increase of some 130 per cent or an average
annual increase of the order of 25 per cent. Even if the number of persons to be recruited under the present proposals were considered 3 there
was an increase of 75 per cent as compared with the staff approved by the
Third Congress 3 or an average annual rate of increase of some 15 per cent.
The first question which arose was whether that extremely rapid
growth could be satisfactorily achieved without diminishing the effectiveness of the World Meteorological Organization. Mr. Day understood
that business and administrative experts considered that no organization
could assimilate a more rapid expansion than approximately 10 per cent
per annum without seriously endangering its efficiency. There were a
number of reasons for that, the principal one being the difficulties in
obtaining and training new employees and absorbing them into an existing
organization. Thus~ even if the Organization increased its staff at a
regular rate of only IS per cent per annum, that would represent 50
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per cent more than the maximum of 10 per cent recommended by the experts.
however, the proposed budget envisaged an even more rapid expansion. It made provision not for a regular increase of 15 per cent per
annum but for a more rapid expansion, since it would be only a few months
before the Organization recruited 3 extra employees for every 4 existing
posts. Mr. Day found it very difficult to believe that WMO could train
and absorb new employees on that scale and at that speed without completely upsetting the work of the Organization. An increase of that
magnitude should be spread over a reasonable period of time.
Actually~

In addition, there were the new responsibilities in the field of
technical co-operation, and the new fund of $ 1,500,000 to implement development projects during the latter part of the Fourth Financial Period.
Those would constitute an extremely heavy additional burden. The conclusion
drawn by Mr. Day was that the Organization could not expand at the rate
provided for in the budget and at the same time maintain its efficiency.
Too much money was allocated under Part II of the budget estimates. Moreover, Part II of the budget did not take into adequate account the practical difficulties which would arise in recruiting a staff as numerous as
that envisaged. In those circumstances, Congress should reduce that part
of the budget in order to take a truly realistic view of the matter.
At
that moment, the figure of $ 3,800,000 included approximately $ 850,000 for
recruiting new staff members. That figure could be reduced by half, that
is to say by $ 400,000. Calling attention to paragraph 6.3.11, on page 4
of document Cg-IV/185, which asked the Secretary-General to study every
possibility of making economies, Mr. Day declared that he personally was
convinced that economies could be made and that, as a result, the budget
could be reduced by a sum considerably larger than $ 400,000. However, as
it was difficult to forecast accurately what was likely to happen and in
order not to handicap the work of WMO by denying it the necessary fund~on
behalf of the delegation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Mr. Day proposed a reduction in the budget of $ 250,000 to be
effected under Part II. That reduction. he explained, was not intended to
limit the activities of WMO nor to curtail its technical programme.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that
previous speakers bad dealt in detail with various aspects of the budget
submitted and had pointed out certain very marked excessive expenditure.
The delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics agreed in the
main with what had been said by those speakers. He confirmed that his
delegation also thought that it would be a mistake to adopt a budget which
so markedly exceeded a realistic rate of growth.
In analyzing the draft budget, Mr. Logvinov laid stress on one
aspect which was only too obvious : the considerable increase in the
budget~ the basic part of which was devoted to an increased number
of
posts in the Secretariat and to expenditure for the maintenance of the
Secretariat.
In examining the Organization's programme of work for the Fourth
Financial Period l Mr. Logvinov found that primarily that programme was
based on the meteorological services themselves, that is to say, on the
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Members of the Organization. In the budget, however~ the substance of the
increase related to expenditure of the Secretariat.

Mr. Logvinov quoted some examples to show that the proposed
expenditure for the maintenance of the Secretariat was not only exaggerated, but was not based on any semblance of logic. For instance, there
was the creation of a planning unit. That service should assist the work
of the Consultative Committee which had been set up. However, the Consultative Committee would consist of twelve persons whose task would be
to prepare the substance of the questions, while the planning unit, as
envisaged in the proposal, would consist of eight persons who would have
to work out the detail of proposals made by the Consultative Committee.
That involved a manifest disproportion for which there was no justification. Mr. Logvinov added that he did not understand why the Committee
on Administrative and Financial Questions, in spite of the position taken
up by the Committee on Technical Questions, had made no change in the
composition of the planning unit and had left eight persons in it. In
his opinion, there should be an appreciable reduction in the staff allocated to the unit, all the more as only one specialist had been allocated
to assist in the work of each technical commission in the Secretariat.
As regards secretaries and typists, he thought that the proposal
made by the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions to study
the possibility of creating a pool of G-staff was one which deserved full
support.

Mr. Logvinov also noted with regret that the decision to create
a post of Assistant Secretary-General similarly involved a whole general
staff of executives who, in his opinion, were not absolutely essential.
An increase in establishment was also proposed for the Office of the
Deputy Secretary-General, despite the fact that the functions of that
office were not changed in any fundamental respect.
Translating his remarks into figures, Mr. Logvinov proposed that
Part II of the Budget, as proposed, should be reduced to $ 2,880,000,
that is to say, an increase of 50 per cent as compared with the Third
Financial Period. It would be possible by that means to save a million
dollars out of the totaJ figure of the budget submitted in document
Cg-IV/l8<).

As regards Part I.D, he thought that the amount of $ 162,000
proposed in the budget represented an increase of nearly 500 per cent
over the amount proposed under the same head in the Third Financial Period. He pointed out that every member of the Committee on Technical
Questions agreed that financial aid should be granted only to working
groups in which representation of different regions of the world was absolutely necessary. All the other working groups should carry out their
work by correspondence and hold their meetings at the expense of the countries of which members of the working groups in question were nationals.
He thought, therefore, that the amount allocated under Part I.D, i.e.
$ 100,000 could be reduced without thereby jeopardizing the work of those
groups.
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In conclusion, having regard to the proposals already made by
previous speakers, Mr. Logvinov said that the delegation of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics considered that the maximum expenditures for
the Fourth Financial Period should be reduced by 25 per cent, that is to
say, approximately $ 1,400,000 and he made a proposal to that effect.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) replied, at the request of the President, to the
various criticisms made, in the order of the items as they appeared in

document Cg-IV/185.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan stated that the action proposed in the paragraph followed a decision by the Executive Committee and was based on a
recommendation by the Committee on General and Legal Questions on that
subject. This committee considered that the measure concerned was a first
measure which all the delegates certainly wished to support~ in spite of
the resultant raising of the budget ceiling beyond the budget estimates
of the Secretary-General. The Committee on Administrative and Financial
Questions had pursued the matter a little further and had added two persons to the Language Section and two to the Publications Section, in
order that there should be experts on Spanish and Russian in those two
sections. Without those experts, in the opinion of the Committee on
Administrative and Financial Questions~ the first measure would not be
adequate. The Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions fully
realized that it was thereby increasing the staff of the Secretariat by
four persons who were not included in the budget estimates of the Secretary-General.
The Com~ittee on Administrative and Financial Questions had also
considered that a study should be made of the financial implications of
the full implementation of the decision regarding the use of four working
languages. In view of the importance of the matter, the Committee on
Administrative and Financial Questions had considered that such a study
shouid be made by the Executive Committee.

The president of the Committee on Administrative and Financial
Questions said that the entire wording of the paragraph had been carefully examined and had received the general approval of his committee.
Therefore, the paragraph faithfully reflected the recommendations made by
the committee. As regards the post of Assistant Secretary-General~ the
Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions had considered that
the post should be filled by a man of great scientific stature with ability
to co-ordinate activities, who could be released from his work by one of
the leading national services. The committee had expressed the hope that
that person would accept an appointment on a fixed-term basis and would be
able to return, on its completion, to his national service.
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Mr. McTaggart-Cowan pointed out that the paragraph envisaged possible economies in pooling certain categories of G-staff.

Nevertheless, it
had been felt that it could be left to the experience and ability of the
Secretary-General to examine the question and make whatever economies were
possible. It was certain that, in preparing his annual budgets, the Secretary-General would request only such amounts as he would require to carry
out the various tasks which the Congress had entrusted to him.

A delegate had pointed out that, contrary to the procedure adopted
at Third Congress, the resolution contained no paragraph authorizing the
Executive Committee to incur certain additional expenditure, subject to
the approval of Members. In that connexion, the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions had considered that the financial implications
of the Technical Programme having been considered in detail, it was not
necessary to include such a paragraph.

The chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial
Questions pointed out that, as regards the budget itself, the actual increase as compared with the previous budget was approximately 96 per cent.
The expenditure that was incurred in the Third Financial Period, in accordance with paragraph 3 of Resolution 38 (Cg-III), should not be overlooked.
Part I-A
---It had been established that expenditure under paragraph (2)
Conference staff - represented almost double the amount requested by the
Secretary-General. It should, however, be remembered that the expenditure
arising from the use of four working languages had been taken into account.
Part I-B
The expenditure shown in paragraph (1) of the part also showed
an increase over the figures proposed by the Secretary-General as allowance
had been made for the recommendation of the Committee on Technical Questions to enable Regional Associations I and VI to meet twice during the
Fourth Financial Period. Funds had been allocated for that purpose in the
budget.

---

Part I-D

-

It had been established that the amount allocated under that part
represented five times the amount allocated for the Third Financial Period.
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In that connexion, the chairman of the Committee on Administrative and
Financial Questions pointed out that the expenditure incurred under that
part during the third period was about $ 72,000 and not $ 37,000. An
additional expenditure of $ 35,000 had been approved under paragraph (3)
of Resolution 38 (Cg-III). The figure of $ 162,000 proposed was not very
far from double the expenditure in the Third Financial Period recommended
by one of the previous speakers.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) apologized for interrupting the remarks
of the chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions. He pointed out that when he criticized some items in the budget,
he had not intended to cause a discussion on the budget item by item. His
only concern had been to clarify the position of the Spanish delegation.
He thought that the other delegates had spoken with the same intention.
Mr. de Azcarraga proposed that Congress should give its opinion
on the total amount of the budget~ without entering into a discussion on
each part.
The President thought that there still remained a few explanations to be made by the chairman of the Committee on Administrative and
Financial Questions before Congress reached a decision.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan continued his remarks and passed on to Part
II - Staff - which had been most critized.
He pointed out that the total amount allocated for that purpose
represented an increase in personnel of 54 per cent~ and not 75 per cent~
as had been stated. That represented a percentage slightly higher than
the 10 per cent per annum mentioned by the delegate of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland as being the maximum permissible
increase. The difference was due to the fact that provision had been
m~de for the language and publications services and also~ of course~ for
the regional representation and for other posts which would not exist
throughout the whole period.
As regards the financial aspect of that part of the budget~ the
chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions said
that a large part of the rise was due to increase in the salary scales
approved by the United Nations~ after the economic study made by that
Organization. That adaptation of scales~ moreover~ had led to the application of paragraph {2} of Resolution 38 (Cg-III) during the Third Financial Period. In actual fact, only $ l~OOO~OOO out of the $ 3~877~691
proposed had not been absorbed by the increase in salaries. In other
words $ 2~877,OOO out of the amount proposed would enable the SecretaryGeneral to retain in t,he Secretariat only the staff then employed. Therefore, by reducing that part of the budget to a sum of $ 3,80o~00o as
recommended by the delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
none of the new posts recommended in the budget could be filled.
The chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial
Questions added that the figure proposed in Part II had already been
reduced to take account of the unavoidable delays in recruitment for all
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the new posts. He thought that the figure was truly modest and if Congress
decided to reduce still further the amount proposed, the implementation of
some parts of the technical programme, or the improvement of the language
services, or the appointment of the regional representative, could not be
effected in the time allowed by the Committee on Technical Questions and
the Committee on General and Legal Questions.
In conclusion, the chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions paid a tribute to the delegates who had participated in the work of his committee, which in his opinion had done good
work. He repeated once again that the budget submitted represented a
minimum budget in view of the actual work incorporated in the technical
programme, and of the co-ordinating role which the Organization would
have to play during the Fourth Financial Period.
The President thanked Mr. McTaggart-Cowan for his very clear
statement, and the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions as
a whole for the work it had carried out. He hoped that the delegates
would duly consider the remarks just made by the chairman of the Committee
on Administrative and Financial Questions J so that at the beginning of
the next plenary meeting Congress might be able to agree on a budget as
near as possible to that proposed by the committee.
(See also paragraph 73)
The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE SIXTEENTH PIENARY MEETING

27 April 1963, at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting opened at 2.30 p.m.
73.

Maximum expenditures for the Fourth Financial Period

(Agenda item 6.3)

(Doc. Cg-IV/185)

(See paragraph 72)
The President recalled that that question had already been discussed at the previous meeting. A decision on the maximum expenditures
could now be taken. Two proposals for reductions had been submitted.
Congress would first examine the most far-reaching proposa1 3 that 18 3 the
reduction of $ 1,400,000 as requested by the delegation of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.
The President wished to stress the gravity of the consequences
of such a reduction.
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) summarized the discussions that had taken place since the last
plenary meeting. It would appear that a certain reduction in the maximum
expenditures would be generally acceptable~ but that the corresponding
resolution should be supplemented by a paragraph similar to (3) in Resolution 38 (Cg-III), which authorized the Executive Committee to incur~ subject to approval by the Members, any necessary expenditures exceeding the
stipulated maximum by a specified sum.
His delegation wished to know
able to Congress.

whethe~

that idea might be accept-

The President said that he would initiate a consultation on that
subject after the vote on the proposed reduction of $ 1,400,000.
The proposal was submitted to a vote by show of hands.
The results of the vote were as follows
For

14 votes

Against

46 votes

Abstentions

8

The proposal for reducing the maximum expenditures, which had
been submitted by the delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
was rejected.
The President said that a vote would now be taken on the proposal
of the United Kingdom of Great ~itain and Northern Ireland for reducing
the maximum expenditures by $ 250,000.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) preferred that Sir Graham Sutton's
suggestion be~ined before proceeding to a vote.
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If that proposed reduction were to be accompanied by an amendment
to the draft resolution, as suggested by Sir Graham Sutton, he would find
it easier to approve the proposal.
Mr.

~

(Australia) supported Mr. Taha.

At the request of the President, Sir Graham Sutton explained that
the object of his proposal was merely to determine whether Congress would
be prepared to consider an amendment to draft Resolution 6.3/a, inserting
a new'sub-paragraph similar to that adopted at Third Congress.
There
was no question of creating an emergency fund, but merely of empowering
the Executive Committee to request from Members authorization to raise
supplementary sums in a given amount, say $ 250,000. Before proposing an
amendment, he wished to have Congress! opinion on the principle of that
proposal.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) observed that it was very difficult for COnir~, the Executive Committee or the Secretary-General, to
study a budget covering four years, particularly in the light of the major
developments in the science of meteorology. The proposed sums, although
large, were reasonable. He agreed with the principle of the proposal just
submitted by Sir Graham Sutton.
Mr. Doporto (Ireland), too, considered that the proposal of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland was reasonable. A
similar solution had been adopted at Third Congress. Congress should
therefore vote on each of the following questions
(1)

Reduction in the stipulated maximum expenditures;

(2)

Adoption of a paragraph similar to (3) of the operative part
of Resolution 38 (Cg-I.IIL without indicating a figure;

(3)

Sum to be specified in the new paragraph&

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) agreed with
Mr. Doporto. It was not practicable to combine those three proposals into
one; a separate vote should be taken on each of them.
The President agreed with Mr. Logvinov; that was why he had
proposed that a vote be taken first of allan the proposal of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for a reduction of
$ 250,000.
That proposal was then put to a vote by show of hands
results were as follows :
For

and

56 votes

Against

9

Abstentions

9

votes

The United Kingdom proposal for a reduction was approved.

the
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The President stated that the maximum expenditures for the Fourth
Financial Period were consequently fixed at $ 5,373,581.

Mr. Logvinoy (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) requested
vote by roll-calIon that figure for the maximum expenditure.

It

a

was

important to know the reactions of delegations to that figure.
The results of the vote by roll-call were as follows :
For

54 Members

Argentina

Ivory Coast

Australia
Belgium
Canada

Japan
Jordan
Korea, Republic of

Chad

Libya

Chile

Mauritania
Netherlands

China
Congo (~azzavl11e)
Congo (Leopo1dv111e)

Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia

Dahomey

New Zealand

Denmark

Niger

Ecuador
El Salvador
Finland
France

Nigeria
Norway

French Sornaliland
Gabon
Germany. Federal Republic of
Guinea
Guatemala
Honduras
Hong Kong
Iceland
India
Indonesia

Spain
Sudan
Sweden

Iran

Israel
Italy
Against
Brazil
Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic
Cambodia
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Hungary
Ireland.
Abstentions
Austria

Pakistan
Portugal

Switzerland
Syria
Tunisia
Turkey
United Arab Republic
United Ki.ngdom of Great &1 tain
and Northern Ireland
United States of America
Upper Volta

13 Members
Kenya, Zanzibar and the Seychelles
Poland
Romania
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
Viet-Nam, Republic of
8 Members
Cameroon
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Thailand
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

Malaya, Federation of

Morocco
Mexico

The figure of $ 5,373,581, proposed as the maximum expenditures
for the Fourth Financial Period,was approved.
The President said that a vote would be taken by show of hands on
the principle of inserting a paragraph similar to (3) of the operative

part of Resolution 38 (Gg-III).
The results of the vote were as follows

Against

49
13

Abstentions

10

For

votes
votes

The above-mentioned proposal was adopted.
The President asked whether anyone wished to make proposals

on

the sum to be specified in the new paragraph which had just been adopted.

Mr. Gibbs (Australia) proposed 250,000 dollars.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) recalled that the sum fixed at Third Congress in respect of a similar proposal had been 100~OOO dollars. In view
of the subsequent development of the Organization~ he proposed 150,000
dollars.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) recalled that his delegation had been
among the first to request the insertion of the paragraph in question.
Since it had been decided to reduce the budget by 250~OOO US dollars, it
would not be proper to include that same sum in paragraph (3) of the resolution. He supported the Irish proposal which constituted an acceptable
compromise.
In reply to a question by the President, Mr.
too, accepted that proposal.

~

said that

The proposal was put to a vote by show of hands, the
which were as follows :
For

Against
Abstentions

he,

results of

51 votes
7 votes

17

The insertion of the sum of 150,000 u.S. dollars in paragraph (3)
which was to be added to draft Resolution 6.3/a was approved.
Draft
Resolution 6,3/a~ amended and completed as indicated above~ was adopted
without further discussion (see Resolution 39 (Cg-IV) - Maximum expenditures for the Fourth Financial Period).
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The President requested Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions) to give thought to the
modifications which would have to be made to the text proposed for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session (see paragraph 7
of document Cg-IV/185) to take into account the vote which had just taken
place.
The President said that Congress would now have to examine draft
Resolution 6.}/b.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) first wished
to know whether Members were present in the quorum required for Congress
decisions. He then briefly recapitulated his delegation's position in
regard to the creation of the new fund. His delegation considered that
the question of assistance to Members in solving the problems arising
from implementation of the Organization's programme should be settled in
accordance with Resolution 1802 (XVII) of the General Assembly of the
United Nations, which invited WMO to prepare a plan for financing the
development of networks.
In that resolution, the General Assembly had ~equested the competent bodies of UN to give all necessary assistance to governments in
regard to the solution of such problems. His delegation was not therefore
in favour of creating the fund but, since a majority had declared themselves in favour of it, it would accept it in principle but felt that the
fund should not appear in the budget of the Organization. If the fund
were established, it should be on a voluntary basis and solely in the
currencies of countries willing to participate. The Soviet delegation
therefore declared itself in opposition to the last two paragraphs of
draft Resolution 6.3/b.
The Secretary-General informed Congress that, in accordance with
Article 11 of the Convention~ the required quorum was 61 Members. During
the vote which had just been held on the budget, 75 votes had been recorded.
That constituted a quorum.
In reply to a question by the President~ Mr. Logvinov said that~
although his delegation had not submitted a specific text, it requested a
vote on the principle that the new fund should be on a voluntary basis
and solely in the currencies of countries willing to participate.
The President put that proposal to a vote by show of hands,
results of which were as follows :

For

12 votes

Against

46 votes

Abstentions

14

the

The proposal submitted by the delegation of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics was rejected.
Congress then, by show of hands, voted on draft Resolution 6.3/b.

S=EENTH PIENARY MEETING

The results were as follows

For

47 votes

Against

11 votes

Abstentions

13

Draft Resolution 6.3/b was adopted (see Resolution 40 (Cg-IV) Maximum expenditures for the Fourth Financial Period (New Fund)),

Mr. Tierney (Ireland) said that his delegation reserved its position on the new fund. Those reservations had already been expressed during
the discussions in the Committee on Administrative Questions but had not
been mentioned in the report to Congress. His delegation expressed the
above reservations, firstly, because it considered that the fund should
have been established on a voluntary basis and, secondly, because it had
been obliged, both at the last and the present Congress, to place on
record its view that there was not enough supervision in the finances of
WMO. A greater degree of supervision was all the more necessary in view
of the considerable increase in the budget.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) likewise stated that his delegation had already expressed its views on the budget and
the fund; it had therefore voted aga~those two draft resolutions. He
observed that only 47 Members had approved the stipulated maximum and he
regretted that it had not proved possible to come to a decision acceptable
to a majority of Members as a whole.
Mr. Taha (United A~ab Republic) understood Mr. Logvinov1s reservations but e~ssed concern at the reasons given by the delegate of
Ireland in regard to the lack of a finance committee. Based on his experience acquired in the Executive Committee, he felt that such specific
and direct accusations should not be made except when all the facts were
available.
Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) read out certain amendments which should be made
in the text proposed for inclusion in the general summary of the work of
the session (see document Cg-IV/185).
~a~aQr~p~

£.l.!,

second line, insert the sum of 5,373,581 dollars.

Last line, after Hallowances'!, insert: II • • • and also to incur
other necessary expenditures not exceeding 150,000 dollars in total,
which may be agreed by Members,"
Moreover, the following paragraph should be added : "Congress
authorized the Executive Committee to adjust the annex to Resolution
6.3/a, in order that the maximum expenditure does not exceed the sum
approved",
The text of paragraph 6.3.1 proposed for insertion in the general
summary of the work of the session, amended as indicated above, and the
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text of paragraph 6.3.2, were approved without discussion.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) observed that paragraph 6.3.3 was in
conformity with what his delegation had proposed. However, to avoid misunderstandings and contradictions with Article 3 of the Financial Regulations, he proposed that the last sentence of that paragraph be amended
as follows : liThe Secretary-General was directed to propose to Fifth
Congress budgetary estimates for the complete implementation regarding
the four working languages. II
The President considered that that amendment was a very reaSOllable one.

Paragraph 6.3.3, amended as proposed by the delegation of Spain,
was approved without discussion.

Mr. Ayadi (Tunisia) repeated the statement which he had already
made in the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions. In the
view of the Tunisian Government and delegation... regional representation in
Africa should not take on an administrative character ... but rather bring
tangible benefits to African countries in the technical field.
Paragraphs 6.3.4, 6.3.5 and 6.3.6 were approved without further
discussion.

Mr. Gilead (Israel) ... on the Spanish delegation 1 s statement at the
previous meeting. . felt that certain words in paragraph 6.3.7 were
lessly discriminatory.

need-

Congress wanted the post of Assistant Secretary-General to be
filled by a man of great scientific stature and possessing the ability to
co-ordinate activities. The words "outside the existing Secretariat" contravened Articles 4.3 and 4.4 of the WMO Staff Regulations.
The competition for that post should be open to all candidates:
The conditions stipulated for the award of that post and the provisions
of paragraph 6.3.6 constituted adequate safeguards in the selection of an
Assistant Secretary-General.
He therefore proposed that the words "outside the existing Secretariat", be deleted from paragraph 6.3.7.
That proposal was adopted without discussion.
Paragraph 6.3.7 . . amended as proposed by the delegation of Israel,
was approved without discussion, as were also paragraphs 6.3.8 to 6.3.11
inclusive.
The President stated that the whole of document Cg-IV!l85 had
now been examined by Congress. The appendix would be amended by the Executive Committee in accordance with the decisions which had just been
taken.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) . . returnlng to the request of the United Arab
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Republic, pointed out that the reasons for stricter financial supervision
within the Organization were set forth in document Cg-IV/4.
He had given several more examples in the Committee on General
and Legal Questions to illustrate that need. Furthermore in the text
approved by Congress for inclusion in the abridged report (para. 6 of
document Cg-IV/173) it is stated that Congress Ifnoted that the provisions
of Resolution 42 (Cg-III) were not implemented". He finally called attention to the fact that the Committee on General and Legal Questions had
agreed in principle to the establishment of a finance committee but decided
to postpone implementation till Fifth Congress.

Mr. Bogatyr (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) considered that
that question merited the full attention of Congress. Difficulties had
arisen and the explanations given for the expenditures had not always
been as clear as one could wish. Therefore~ as the delegation of Ireland
had said, a greater degree of financial supervision was required.
The President replied that Congress was aware of that problem;
the matter had been raised and would be examined in due course at Fifth
Congress.

~.

Proportional contributions of Members (Agenda item 6.5)

(Doc. Cg-IV!l86)
(See paragraph 46)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted his committee's report (document

Cg-IV/l86).
Mr. Krepkogorski (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) resumed
the essentials of his delegation's position, which had been set forth at
length in the committee. His delegation was obliged to oppose the adoption of draft Resolution 6.5/b because the formula for 50 per cent of the
UN scale did not reflect national services' contribution to international
meteorology. His country's services were making considerable contributions to international collaboration in networks, research, ocean-going
vessels, rockets and artificial satellites. Moreover, in coming closer
to the UN scale. the Organization would be neglecting the other factorhis country's voluntary contribution to technical assistance funds. The
latter could be used by all services, while the WMO finances were to a
large extent used to pay staff salaries. Congress should bear those
various factors in mind. His delegation proposed that the Executive
Committee working group's conclusions be adopted. and that the scale of
contributions approved for the Third Financial period be retained.
Mr. Doporto (Ireland) recalled that it had been found that threequarters of the Organization's expenditures pertained to the staff; it
had been accepted that the WMO staff salaries should correspond to those
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of the United Nations. One-quarter of the sums in the budget was earmarked for technical activities, He therefore proposed that a scale based
on 75 per cent of the UN scale and 25 per cent of the current scale be
adopted.

Mr. Lambor (Poland) declared himself in opposition to the Irish
proposal. Hi~rvention was based solely on considerations of logic~
for his country's contribution would not be changed through adoption of
the new scale. In the view of the experts who had examined that question
at Third Congress and in the Executive Committee, the United Nations scale
was unsuitable for WMO; it was based on general economic considerations,
not on'the meteorological factor. As Mr. Reichelderfer had indicated in
document Cg-IV/37~ the importance of the meteorological factor must be
borne in mind~ which the old WMO scale had certainly done. He therefore
proposed that the scale adopted at Third Congress be left unaltered.
The President submitted to a vote by show of hands the
proposal that a scale based-on 75 per cent of the United Nations
and 25 per cent of the WMO scale be established.

Irish
scale

The result of the vote was as follows

For

15 votes

Against

32 votes

Abstentions

19

The proposal submitted by Ireland was rejected.
The President then put to the vote the proposal submitted by the
delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, supported by the
deleg~tion of Poland~ that the scale adopted at Third Congress be retained.
The result of the vote was as follows

For

13 votes

Against

41 votes

Abstentions

13

The proposal submitted by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
was rejected.
Congress then proceeded to a vote by show of hands on draft Resolution 6.5/b.
The result of the vote was as follows

For

52 votes

Against

8 votes

Abstentions

9

Draft Resolution 6.5/b was adopted (see Resolution 43 (Cg-IV) Scale of Contributions). Draft Resolution 6.5/c and its annex, as well as
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the text proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the
session (paragraph 3 of document Cg-IV/186) were adopted without further
discussion (see Resolution 44 (Cg-IV) - Assessment of proportional contributions for the Fourth Financial Period).
75.

Technical assistance activities of tolMO - Regular technical

assistance programme of WMO {Agenda item 4.1} (Doc. Cg-rv/184)
(See paragraph 64)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) pointed out that the following phrase should be
added at the top of page 6 of the above document, paragraph 19: "Two
delegations reserved their position on the question. II
Moreover, the Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions
had directed him, when submitting document Cg-IV/l84 to Congress, to draw
the latter's attention to the wide range of figures put forward for the
proposed new fund: 0 to 3,600,000 United states dollars. He submitted
his committee's report (see Doc. Cg-IV/184) to Congress.
The text proposed for insertion in the general summary of the
work of the session (see paragraph 25 of Doc. Cg-IV/184) was approved
without discussion.

76.

IMO Fund (Agenda item 6.8) (Doc. Cg-IV/187)

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) submitted his committee's report (Doc. Cg-IV/187).
In the English text of draft Resolution 6.8/a under "REQUESTS",the word
"Memorial" should be deleted.

Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that. in
his delegation's view, the IMO Fund should not be used to finance lectures.
If delegates wished, Congress was fully able to invite meteorological specialists to give such lectures. which most participants were in any case
qualified to prepare. His delegation's objection did not stem from the
sum which it was proposed to reserve for that purpose. but from considerations of prestige.
Sir Graham sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) recalled that, during the previous session of the Executive Committee, the possibility of encouraging meteorological research had been
examined. The idea of organizing an IMO Lecture had been launched by
Mr. Reichelderfer; it had been taken up again by the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It had sometimes been affirmed that
WMO was not a scientific organization. If such lectures were to be given
by prominent figures, the above criticism would be answered in part. The
proposed honoraria should enable the person concerned to prepare the lecture and cover any costs incurred during the study and to meet other necessary expenses, such as typing. That was a common practice in the United

17 2
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Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Those lectures could subsequently be published and would~ as it were~ constitute a library showing
the interest taken by the Organization in scientific questions.

Mr. Fedorov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressed the
view that Congress should concern itself with scientific questions to a
greater extent. Many participants were renowned specialists and could
give such lectures. Moreover, views could be exchanged on experience
gained~ new achievements communicated or reports
submitted on given
subjects.
During the present Congress, he had had highly instructive conversations with other delegates and regretted that it had not proved possible for all participants to compare notes in that fashion. He himself
would have been prepared to give a lecture and he was sure that Sir Graham
sutton could have done so as well. He feared that the proposal might impart to those lectures the aspect of a commercial undertaking. It would
be unsound practice for a meteorological congress to invite a lecturer
from outside, when the Congress participants themselves could discharge
that task.
The President pointed out that the draft Resolution was in two
parts. The first concerned the IMO Fund. Paragraphs (1), (2)(a)3 and
(2)(b) were involved. He asked whether Congress was prepared to accept
that part of the resolution.
The first part of draft Resolution 6.8/a was approved
discussion.

without

The President fully understood Academician Fedorov's desire. He,
too 3 considered that such an exchange of views among meteorologists
participating in a Congress was highly desirable.
However, an exchange of
views did not3 in his opinion, exclude a lecture as proposed in the draft
resolution. The two proposals were perfectly compatible and it should be
possible to implement both of them.

Mr. Fedorov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, in
view of those considerations, he would be willing to accept draft Resolution 6.8/a.
Draft Resolution 6.8/a, as well as the text proposed for inser_
tion in the general summary of the work of the session (paragraph 5 of
Doc. Cg-IV/187) were then approved (see Resolution 45 (Cg-IV) - IMO Fund).

77·

Regional representation of the Organization (Agenda item

3.4)

(Doc. Cg-IV!158)
(See paragraph 59)

The President recalled that document Cg-IV/l58 had already
examined, but that paragraphs 6 and 3.4.7 should be completed.

been
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Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) proposed the following corrections:
Complete paragraph 6 as follows : nThe Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions decided that that post could not be financed
during the Fourth Financial Period ll •

Delete paragraph 3.4.7 and Doc. Cg-rv/158, Add. 1.
The President pointed out that that conclusion followed automatically from the decision taken on the budget.
The amendment proposed by the Committee on Administrative and
Financial Questions for document Cg-IV/158 J as well as the document as a
whole, were approved.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (chairman of the Committee on Administrative
and Financial Questions) said that all items submitted to his committee
had now been examined. He wished to express his deep thanks for the
wholehearted and efficient support which Messrs. Rivet and Sebastian had
given to his committee. He thanked all those who had, despite difficulties
encountered, enabled the examination of the questions before his committee
to be completed in time.
The President expressed his appreciation of the work which
Committee on Administrative and Financial Questions and its chairman
to do day and night to achieve the results which had been obtained.
78.

Technical programme for which provisions should be made
maximum expenditure for the Fourth Financial Period

the
had

in the

(Agenda item 5.1) (Doc. Cg-IV!189)
(See paragraph 8)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted his committee's repqrt (Doc. Cg-IV/l89). That document
tained a summary of all decisions taken in the technical field.

con-

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) observed that the last sentence
in paragraph ~f the annex to Resolution 5.1/a should be deleted in view
of the decisions taken at the 15th Plenary Meeting.
Mr. Bleeker (Netherlands) wished to make a similar observation on
paragraph 2, where IIhydrometeorology ll should replace I1hydro10gJ/l.
The President assured delegates that, in company with the Secretary-General, he would see to it that there were no contradictions of the
decisions taken on hydrology.
Draft Resolution 5.1/a and its annex, as well as the text proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session (see
Doc. Cg-IV/189), were approved (see Resolution 17 (Cg-IV) - Policy concerning the technical programme of the World Meteorological Organization
for the Fourth Financial Period).
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World-wide networks of meteorological stations (Agenda item 5.3.2)

(Doc. Cg-IV!181)
(See paragraph 67)

The President recalled that the discussion on that item had been
suspended following on observations by the delegation of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and pending a decision on the budget.

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
said that it had not been possible to propose an runended text for the document before Congress had taken a decision on the budget.
Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, in
view of the new fund created by Congress, he had no comments to make on
draft Resolution 5.3.2/a. However, his observations on paragraph 5.3.2.4
still held good. The 1~500~OOO dollars fund would not fully cover the
implementation of the recommendations on networks. Countries must~ to a
large extent l have recourse to the United Nations Technical Assistance
Fund. He therefore proposed that paragraph 5.3.2.4 be amended as follows:
"5.3.2.4
In considering the forms of assistance which the Organization could give to Members requesting assistance~ Congress
agreed that there was considerable scope for providing Members
with assistance as specified in Annex D to Resolution 5.3.2/a.
Besides~ there was scope for financial assistance
from various
sources within the Organization. Particular •.• ",
Draft Resolution 5.3.2/a and its annex, as well as the text proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session (see
paragraph 5 of Doc. Cg-IV/18l)~ amended as proposed by the delegation of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, were adopted (see Resolution 22
(Cg-IV) - Development plan for world-wide networks of meteorological stations and telecommunications).
The President pointed out that on the previous day, he had called
for certain editorial corrections in the French text of the document.
During the meetings he had not been able to point out all similar corrections in the French version of certain other documents. He proposed, ir
Congress had no objection, that those amendments - pure1y matters of form
which did not in the least affect the substance - be inserted during the
preparation of the Final Abridged Report.
It was so decided.

80.

Meteorological aspects of atomic energy (Agenda item 5.3.5)

(Doc. Cg-IV/188)
Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted his~tteels report (see Doc. Cg-IV/188). The discussions on
that item had been in part based on the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly of the United Nations and on Resolution 27 (Cg-III).
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Draft Resolution 5.3.5/a, as well as the text proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session (see paragraph 14
of Doc. Cg-IV/188), were adopted (see Resolution 25 (Cg-rv) - Measurements
of atmospheric radioactivity).

81.

Antarctic meteorology (Agenda item 5.3.9) (Doc. Cg-IV/175)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted his~tteels report (Doc. Cg-IV/175).

Mr. ~ (Australia) expressed his pleasure at the assumption
by WMD, in the Antarctic, of the role assigned to it by the Convention.
He had discussed the document with delegations which were directly interested and some of them had made kn0wn to him the difficulties which they
would meet in approving the document at once, without having had an opportunity to submit it to their governments. He therefore proposed that
draft Resolution 5.3.9/a be completed as follows :
11(5)
The standing conuni ttee will be established only after Members who are signatories of the Antarctic Treaty have all signified their agreement. R

The last paragraph of the draft resolution should consequently
be amended as follows
"REQUESTS the Secretary-General :

(1)

To notify the Members which are signatories of the Antarctic
Treaty and to invite their agreement to the establishment of
the standing committee;

(2)

To notify these Members when the standing committee
established;

(3)

To assist the committee as required."

is

The above amendment was approved by the delegation of interested
Members during the discussions which had taken place before the meeting.

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions) had
no object-ion to that proposal.
Mr. Gibbs (Australia) stated that the Netherlands delegation had
said to him that paragraph (1) under uDECIDES" should be amended so as to
read
"(1)

That a standing corrunittee of Congress on Antarctic Meteorology may be established ••• ".

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions) read
out certain c~ions to be made in document Cg-IV/l75 :

paragraph 5.3.9.5, English version, 2nd line, replace "upon"
"from";

by
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paragraph 5.3.9.5 .. delete the sentence beginning with lilt was also
pointed out ... " ;

paragraph 5.).9.6 .. 1st line, read nCongress therefore decided that
n
there were no

The President called for the following correction in the

French

text
paragraph

5.3.9.7 .. 2nd line .. read :

nde~it @tre compose

des

Membres de 1 T OMM ••• II ;

4th line, replace "les autres Membres" by "d'autres Membres".

tion
Doc.
ible
(see

82.

Draft Resolution 5.3.9/a .. as well as the text proposed for inserin the general summary of the work of the session (paragraph 6 of
Cg-IV/175) .. amended as indicated above, were adopted subject to posseditorial changes arising from the amendments introduced at adoption
Resolution 29 (Gg-IV) - Standing Committee for the Antarctic).
Review of the Technical Regulations (Agenda item 5.4)
(Doc. Cg-IV/182)

Mr. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted his committee1s report (Doc. Cg-IV/l82). That report was based
on proposals put forward by a subcommittee under the chairmanship of
Mr. Sen (India). Some of the matters appearing in the document would have
to be reconsidered at a later date.
The President said that he had followed the work pertaining to
the Technical Regulations quite closely. In his opinion~ the text submitted to Congress was reasonable.
Draft Resolution 5.4/a and its annexes~ as well as the text proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session
(paragraph 16 of Doc. Cg-IV/l82) I were adopted without discussion (see
Resolution 19 (Cg-IV) - Technical Regulations of the World Meteorological
Organization) .

Vw. Nyberg (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
paid tribute ~ valuable assistance which his committee had received
fr'om the Secretariat~ in particular, from the Chief of the Technical
Division, Mr. Langlo. Without the experience acquired by those persons
after several years in the Secretariat, it would have been difficult for
the committee to have finished its work in time. He thanked all those
who had taken part in his committee's work.
The President thanked Mr. Nyberg. Thanks to the manner in which
the latter had conducted the discussions in the Committee on Technical
Questions, it had proved possible to adopt without great difficulty the
documents coming from that committee.
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Amendments to the WMO Convention (Agenda item 3.1)

(Docs. Cg-IV!174 and Add. 2, Hev. 1, 190)
(See paragraph 68)
Mr. Krishna Rac (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) submitted draft Resolution 3.1/0 revised in the light of the
discussions at the fourteenth plenary meeting and contained in document

Cg-IV/174 Add. 2, Rev. 1.
The President pointed out that the list of Members invited to
designate experts for the working group mentioned in (2)(1) did not include
Portugal although it had been in the list suggested by Mr. de Azcarraga.
It should be inserted in the list.
Account being taken of the above correction, draft Resolution
3.1/0 was adopted without discussion (see Resolution 3 eCg-IV) - Working
Group on the Convention).

Mr. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) submitted draft Resolution 3.I/b on runendments to the Convention of the World Meteorological Organization, as well as the text proposed for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session

(Doc. Cg-IV/190).
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) recalled that the amendments to the Convention had been considered by Congress during two plenary meetings. Those examined during the
tenth plenary meeting had been approved by more than two-thirds of the
Member States. During the fourteenth plenary meeting hardly more than
two-thirds of the Member states had been· represented at the times when
the votes were cast. Consequently, three proposed amendments (for Articles 4, ~O and 18 of the Convention) had not obtained two-thirds of the
votes of the Member States although there had been very few or no votes
against. This was a regrettable situation for it had clearly been the
general desire of Members present that those amendments be introduced in
the Convention. The speaker therefore proposed, in regard to those three
amendments, that the procedure adopted at Third Congress for the amendment to Article 10 (a) (2) of the Convention be followed.
On the proposed amendment to Article 30, opinion in Congress had
been much more divided and the amendment could be referred for study to
the Working Group on the Convention.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) likewise considered that Congress was in a
delicate situation but that the latter had become even more oomplicated
through the intervention of the delegate of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland. As a result of the interpretation given at
Third Congress to Article 28 of the Convention, there were now three types.
of amendment: those to be dealt with under Article 28 (c), those to be
dealt with under 28 (b) and, finally~ a third category which should come
under Article 28 (b), but on which action could not in fact be taken. The
Irish position had been clearly set forth at Third Congress: since the
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Convention did not specify who should decide whether an amendment should
be dealt with under Article 28 (b) or Article 28 (0), the decision lay
with Members alone.
According to authorities on interpretation of articles of a
convention or a treaty, the principle to be followed was that the interpretation cannot make inoperative another article or articles of the same
convention or treaty. If Congress by a majority of two-thirds may decide
on whether an amendment came under Article 28 (b) or .28 (0), as the same
two-thirds majority was required for the adoption of "the amendment, Article 28 (b) became inoperative.
The text of Article 28 may be slightly ambiguous but, for all
that, its intention was perfectly clear. Moreover, during the establish_
ment of the Convention in 1947, legal experts from France, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Canada and the United
states of America had studied the draft prepared by the Conference of
Directors of IMO and had submitted counter-proposals. It was thus virtually certain that Article 28 had been properly studied.
The speaker
therefore suggested that it would have been more in accordance with the
Convention if all amendments had been dealt with under Article 28 (b),
except if unanimity to treat them under Article 28 (c) had been secured.
That would, in addition, have respected the views of the minority. He
emphasized that the minority did not cause any systematic obstruction,
for at Third and Fourth Congresses it had not opposed the adoption of
amendments to Article 13 (c) on the number of Members of the Executive
Committee.

Mr. Iogvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) pointed out
that, when the proposed amendments mentioned by the delegate of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland had been put to .the vote,
a greater number of Members had been represented than at the present
meeting. There was therefore no reason whatever to come back to the question; those proposed amendments should be referred to the Working Group
on the Convention. He was not in favour of putting those Articles to the
vote again.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) considered that the proposal by the delegate of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland was not
intended to put the proposed amendments to the vote again, but rather to
ensure that Members who had not taken part in the vote on those Articles
be required to express their views. That procedure appeared to be per~
fectly legitimate. If that proposal were not to be accepted, the matter
should be referred for study to the Working Group on the Convention. The
Spanish version of Article 28 was not very clear. In the case of amendments coming under Article 28 (b) there should, it would appear, be two
successive phases :
(1)

Congress approval of the amendment, whereby a two-thirds
majority of the votes for or against would be required in
conformity with Article 10;
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(2)
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Final acceptance in which a two-thirds majority of all Members of the Organization which are States would be required.

In order not to prolong the discussions, the speaker suggested
group
study the problem of interpreting Article 28 with great care so that the
matter can be finally solved at the next Congress.

that Sir Graham Sutton withdraw his proposal but that the working

Miss Martin-Sane (France) supported the suggestion by the United
Kingdom and Mr. de AzcarragaTs observations. Clearly, amendments obtaining
more than two-thirds of the votes cast at Congress and amendments rejected
by Congress could not be treated in the same way. In particular, the
Working Group on the Convention could not change the text of those amendments which had already been approved by a large number of Members.
Further, draft Resolution 3.l/b should be completed by an indication of the date of entry into force of the amendments approved, in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 3 (Cg-III).
The President said that Congress had before it a proposal by the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, supported by France,
that Articles 4, 10 and 18 be dealt with according to the procedure laid
down in Article 28 (b), that is, transmit them for final approval to
Member States.

Mr. Postma (Netherlands) was against that proposal; at the present stage of~ess, it would be better to discontinue the discussion
of that matter.
Mr. Logvinov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that
Article 10 did not apply to the adoption of amendments to the Convention.
In view of the complexity of the matter, he proposed that all the articles
in question be referred to the Working Group on the Convention.

Mr. Flitan (Romania) agreed that the interpretation of Article
28 was a difficult matter. It would therefore be better not to take a
decision at the present stage of Congress. However, he wished to draw
attention to certain aspects which, in his opinion, militated against
support of the suggestion by the United Kingdom. There was some similarity
between Articles 28 (b) and 28 (c), except that, in the case of Article
28 (b), amendments involving new obligations for Members must, in addition,
be ratified. As regards adoption by Congress, the same procedure should
be followed in both cases.
It was not certain that Articles 4, 10 and 18, mentioned by the
Uhited Kingdom, involved new obligations for Members, in which case they
would come under Article 28 (c). If the United Kingdom proposal were to
be followed, it must be decided in advance whether the articles concerned
were those which involved new obligations or not. Consequently, he was
against the adoption of the United Kingdom proposal. He suggested that
the Working Group on the Convention study the problem of interpreting
Article 28, so that a firmly-based interpretation may be available in the
future~

lS0
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Miss Martin-Sane (France) considered that Congress could accept
the following compromise proposal : request the Working Group on the Convention to study the procedure for acceptance of Articles 4, 10 and 18,
but not the texts of the Articles themselves, which had been approved by
more than 60 votes at Congress, the supreme body of the Organization and
whioh could not therefore be modified by a group consisting of about
twelve Members.
That proposal was approved without further discussion.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) said that the following change should be
made in draft Resolution 3.1/b, second paragraph : TtHAVING EXAMINED the
amendments proposed by Members in accordance with the provisions of
Article 28 (a) of the Convention and by the Executive Committee."
A similar correction should be made in paragraph 3.1.3 of the
text proposed in document Cg-IV/190 for inclusion in the general summary
of the work of the session.
The President agreed with Mr. Doportols proposal and suggested
that the resolution should include an additional paragraph indicating that
the date of entry into force of the amendments approved be that of the end
of Congress.
Draft Resolution 3.~b and the text proposed in document Cg-IV/190
for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the session, as amende~
were adopted without discussion (see Resolution 2 (Cg-IV) - Amendments to
the Convention of the World Meteorological Organization).

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) stated that he was not empowered by his
government to accept those amendments. His government would examine them
on receipt and decide whether to accept them. Ireland was, in general,
opposed to the grant to Congress of the power to decide whether an amendment carne under Article 28 (b) or 28 (c). His country reserved its right
of decision in the matter.
Mr. de Santiago-Lopez (Mexico) also expressed reservations, on
behalf of his government, on the date of entry into force of the amendments. The amendments must be approved by the Senate and ratified by the
Executive Authority.
Mr. Ferreira (Portugal) expressed reservations. on behalf of his
government. on the date of entry into force of the amendments, for the
same reasons as the delegate of Ireland. His government reserved the
right to decide whether an amendment came under Article 28 (b) or 28 (c).
The President mentioned that the reservations would be recorded
in the minutes of the meeting.

84.

Review of the General Regulations (Agenda item 3.2)

(Doc. Cg-IV!lS3 and Add. 1)
Mr. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
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Questions) submitted his committee's report (document Cg-IV/183) containing draft Resolution 3.2/a, whose annex set forth the amended Regulations
of the General Regulations.
The President observed that, in the French version, Regulation
79, which appeared at the top of page 7 of the appendix to document Cg-N/

183, should be transferred to the top of page 6.
French version, last paragraph of paragraph 16.1 on page 13 of
the appendix" delete "dTune association regionale ou",;

French version, last paragraph on page 13 of the appendix, delete
nou dTune commission technique";

French version, first paragraph, page 14 of the appendix, delete
"ou dTune commission technique".

The Secretariat would examine the document in detail and make
any necessary corrections before embodying it in the final edition of the
Report .of Fourth Congress.

Mr. Flitan (Romania) proposed that Regulation 79 in
Cg-IV/183 be ~d as follows :

document

First line .. English version, delete Ifdocument"J
Last line but two
"document".

and last line but

on~English

version .. delete

If that regulation were to be adopted as worded in document
Cg-TIT/183, some difficulties could arise in practice. A document could
comprise one or more amendments .. or one or more proposals; it would be
better for the amendments or proposals to be considered individually.

Mr. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) observed that the matter had been discussed in his committee
and that a majority had been in favour of inserting the word "document N •
Mr. Ramanisarivo (Madagascar) pointed out that the new paragraph
proposed for addition to Regulation 11 contravened A~ticle 5 (b) of the
Convention since Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the Organization and
regional associations were elected on a personal basis, not as representatives of their country. Moreover, since Regulation 11 laid down that a
president could not hold the same office for more than two consecutive
terms, the addition was superfluous. He requested that the amendment be
rejected.
Mr. Ayadi (Tunisia) considered that that addition to Regulation
11 was justif~or the reasons set forth in paragraph 2 of document
Cg-IV/183.
Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic), too, considered that the addition
was in accordance with the spirit of Regulation 11 and .. indeed .. strengthened it. He was in favour of its adoption.
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The President put to the vote the proposal of the

delegate

of

Madagascar that the addition to Regulation 11 be rejected.

The voting was as follows :
For
2 votes
Against
37 votes
Abstentions
17

The proposal was rejected.

Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (Canada) suggested that, to avoid any misunderstanding, and to take account of the Congress decision in paragraph
6.3.3 of the general summary of its work (Doc. Cg-IV/185) on the step-bystep implementation of the principle of four working languages, a footnote
on Regulations 90 to 95 be introduced in the General Regulations.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) considered that the General Regulations
laid down specific obligations; there was no need for such a footnote.
However, reference could be made, either in the minutes, or in the general
summary of the work of Congress, to the step-by-step implementation of
Congress decisions on working languages.
Mr. McTaggart-Cowan (Canada) agreed with the suggestion that the
note be inserted under paragraph 3.2 of the general summary of the work
of the session.
The President proposed the following text for the note :
"In accordance with paragraph 6.3.3 of the report of Fifth Congress, this decision wi-II be implemented step by step."
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) proposed that "during Fifth Congress
the decision shall be implemented in full" be added.

The President did not believe that that was necessary, since paragraph 6.3.3 already made explicit reference to it.

Mr. Doporto (Ireland) pointed out that on item 3.2 the general
summary had omitted to mention one of the subjects under discussion. He
considered that the following should have been inserted in the summary t
"Congress supported the principle of the establishment of a finance committee and decided to defer consideration of this proposal until its fifth
session".
Mr. Krishna Rae (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) confirmed that that question had been discussed (see page 3 of
Doc. Cg-IV/183). He had no objection to the insertion in the general
summary of a sentence such as that just proposed.

The President proposed that action be taken on Mr. Doportols
suggestion, which was supported by the chairman of the Conunittee on General and Legal Questions, that a new sub~paragraph (3.2.6) be inserted in
paragraph 3.2 of the general summary of the work of the session.
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It was so decided.

Account being taken of the above amendment, draft Resolution
3.2/a and its annex, as well as the text proposed for inclusion in the
general summary of the work of the session (Doc. Cg-IVj183) were adopted
(see Resolution 4 (Cg-IV) - Amendments to the General Regulations of the
World Meteorological Organization).

85.

Report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.3)
(Doc. Cg-IV!192)

(See paragraph 38)
lf~. de Azcarraga (chairman of the Credentials Committee)
submitted his committee's last report - on the credentials of the delegation

of Uganda.

That report was approved without discussion.

86.

Revision of previous resolutions of Congress (Agenda item 3.8)

(Doc. Cg-IV!191)

Mr. Krishna Raa (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) submitted the report prepared by the Working Group on Revision
of Resolutions, which comprised draft Resolution 3.8/a and a paragraph
proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the session.
Mr. Doporto (Ireland) observed that he had formulated reservations on Resolutions 3, 4 and 6 (Cg-III) at Third Congress. Those reservations were to be found in the Proceedings of Third Congress in paragraphs
21.2 (page 751 21.1 (page 6V and 48.1 (page 117) respectively.

He stated

that those reservations still held good.
There being no other comments, draft Resolution 3.8/a and the
text proposed for insertion in the general summary of the work of the
session (Doc. Cg-IV!19l) were adopted (see Resolution 48 (Cg-IV) - Revision of previous Congress resolutions)

Mr. Krishna Rao (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) thanked members of his committee for their goodwill which had
enabled them all to study many complex matters. He also thanked the
Secretariat for their never-failing assistance to the committee.
The President thanked Mr. Krishna Rao and the members of his committee for the valuable work which they had done.

87.

Place and date of Fifth Congress (Agenda item 8)

The President proposed that Fifth Congress be held in Geneva
1967 at a date to be decided later on by the Executive Committee.
It was so decided.

in
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Approval of the Minutes

(Agenda item 1.6)

(See paragraph 40)

The President pointed out that the minutes~ which had not yet
been examined~ would be sent to delegates. He asked the latter to submit
any corrections as soon as possible so as not to delay their publication.

89.

Closure of the session
The President then delivered the following speech
"Ladies and Gentlemen,
"We have now come to the end of our labours. I must confess that
this Congress has been the most active and most laborious of all that I
have known. It was also, in my view, the. most fruitful and practical.
IIAfter four weeks of effort and lengthy sessions, the delegations
of Members of the Organization reached decisions and achieved results,
whose positive character I wish to stress. My ~oremost impression is
that our Organization is at a turning-point in its history : for the
first time, we have a programme and budget which will enable us to
assume our rightful place in the United Nations family. The vast possi_
bilities presented by meteorological satellites have helped us to break
the all-too-rigid framework in which we were enclosed and resolutely to
cast our gaze towards wider horizons. The confidence which the General
Assembly of the United Nations showed in us when it entrusted WMO with
the task of studying these questions will not have been misplaced.

"I am proud to have presided over a session which
prospects.

opened up

such

"I know that such results could not have been obtained without the
assistance of each and every one o~ you. I am all the more touched
since many delegates are new in our midst and their goodwill and understanding are an excellent omen for the future work of our Organization.
I wish to extend my very warm thanks to the chairmen of the working
committees who so efficiently steered the preparatory discussions as a
result of Which the plenary meetings were able to proceed in a generally harmonious fashion: Mr. Nyberg, chairman of the Committee on
Technical Questions - Mr. Krishna Rao, chairman of the Committee on
General and Legal ~uestions - Mr. McTaggart-Cowan, chairman of the
Committee on Administrative and Financial ~uestions. Nor have I forgotten Mr. de Azcarraga, chairman of the Credentials Committee, and
Sir Graham Sutton, chairman of the Nomination Committee.
III also wish to thank the Secretary-General Who, during his tenure
of office, has enjoyed the confidence of all, as has been shown in the
unanimous renewal of his mandate. These thanks are also extended to
the Deputy Secretary-General and to all those members of the Secretariat
who were resporisible for organizing the work. Without the untiring
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devotion of the entire Secretariat which, at all levels, worked day and
night and gave up its Easter holidays3 we would not have been able to
finish our work within the set time-limit.
tlr wish to tender my thanks to the interpreters, for, without them,

we could not have understood or heard each other; I thank them for their
masterly work at all those long meetings.
"Finally J before leaving this Chair J I wish my successor good
fortune in a task which, as I know from experience, will be heavy and,
sometimes delicate. I am sure that, with his circumspection, rectitude and personal authority, he will be able to acquit himself well.
I am sure that, under his direction, the Executive Committee which has
just been constituted will find and maintain during the coming four
years the team spirit and cohesion which were always characteristic of
its predecessors. My most ardent wish is that the difficulties inherent
in the choice of members of such a Committee may be forgotten speedily
and that we may work in unison for the Organization in a spirit of
mutual understanding and tolerance. 1I

Mr. Reichelderfer (United States of America) was happy that his
position, as one of the most senior members of IMD and WMO, conferred on
him the privilege of saying a few words on the activities of WMO during
the last eight years. These activities had been remarkable. During its
first period the Organization had still been in its inf'ancy, but during the
last eight years it had reached adult status and it was now in full possession of its resources, at the dawn of what would probably be a new era
in the history of meteorology, Among the most important achievements the
following must be mentioned :
The erection of the WMO Headquarters building, to which the
President and some other persons had devoted great effort;
The IGY Meteorological Programme whose importance was known to
all;
The application of satellites. The Organization had quickly
realized their importance for meteorology and the Secretariat
had, with the encouragement of the President, prepared an excellent preliminary report on that question;
The technical assistance activities had developed greatly.
The increased activity of WMO in all fields was bound up with
the programme which had just been approved for the next period. All that
was, to a large extent, due to the vigilance and foresight of the President. Thanks to him, the spirit of co-operation in WMO had reached new
heights. The speaker extended to the President his warmest congratulations and thanks for having guided the Organization to its present position.
Sir Graham Sutton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) felt that the Organization had always been uppermost in the
thoughts of the President. The Organization had nON entered into the
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twentieth century. History would record that the present Congress had set
the seal of maturity on the Organization and it was right that that should
happen at the end of the term of the President.
Meteorology had not always been considered a respectable science
or even as a science at all in certain circles. It must be a source of
immense gratification for the President and his Service to realize that
it was under his guidance that the above change had occurred. On behalf
of all~ the speaker thanked the President from the bottom of his heart
for all that he had done for the Organization during the last eight years.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain), too, expressed his thanks to the President for the manner in which he had guided the Organization during

last eight years

the

in particular~ during the present Congress. All
must think of the future and see what possibilities there were for further
advances. Meteorology was at the crest of a wave and the Organization
must make a great leap forward. Congress had done an enormous amount of
work thanks to the efforts of all and to the efficiency of the Secretariat.
But it was due to the President~ to his tenacity~ his constant attention
to all problems and his patience that it had been possible to overcome
all obstacles. While WMO would meet many more difficulties on its path~
those surmounted at the present Congress had been extraordinary. For those
reasons~ the President could count on the respect, gratitude and
friendship of all when he was now leaving the Organization in perfect condition
at the end of his term.
and~

The Secretary-General did not think there was anything to add to
what had been said by the previous speakers but~ nevertheless, wished to
express to the President the immense gratitude due to him for his work as
the head of the Organization.
The President thanked all speakers from the bottom of his heart
and declared closed the Fourth Session of Congress.
The meeting rose at 8.50 p.m.
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