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3 - 28 April 1967

MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING

3 April 1967 at 11.10 a,m.

The meeting opened at 11.10 a,m.
1.

Opening of the session (Agenda item 1.1)

'I'he President of the

Organization~

Dr. Alf Nyberg, declared the

Fifth Congress of the World Meteorological Organization open. Were present the two Vice-Presidents of WMO, Mr. L. de Azcarraga and Academician
E. K. Fedorov, and the representatives of the Swiss Federal Government,
the Geneva authorities. international organizations and delegates and observers, as indicated below.

H. P. Tschudi

COllseiller federal and representative of
the Conse!l federal suisse

G. Palthey

Representative of the Secretary-General
of the United Nations Organization

A. Chavarme

President of the Conseil drEtat of the
Republic and Canton of Geneva

P. Bouffard

Vice-President of the Conseil administratif

F. Revaclier

President of the Conseil municipal

P. Dorolle

Deputy Director-General of the World
Health Organization

M. Mili

Acting Secretary-General of the
International Telecommunication Union

A. Figueroa

Assistant Director-General of the
International Labour Office

U. Schwarz

Representative of the International
Civil Aviation Organization
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The President welcomed the guests of honour and the delegates
and invited the representative of the Swiss Federal Government, Federal
Councillor H.P. TsChudi, to address the meeting.
1.1
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Swiss Federal Council
----------

"Mr. Chairman, Secretary-General, Representatives of the Specialized Agencies of the United Nations, Representatives of the Genevese
authorities, ladies and gentlemen,
"Today, as in 1963. I have the very great honour of speaking at

the opening of your Congress. On behalf of the Federal Council, and
the Swiss people in particular, I welcome you to our country.
tlr wish you a pleasant stay here and I hope that, despite a most
heavy programme of work, you will have time to enjoy the promise of
our spving.

lilt is also our hope that you will have every possible facility,
that you will be able to work undisturbed and find harmonious solutions
to the very many difficult problems with which you will be faced in the
course of these four weeks.
lfThe science which you represent, in its applications to the welfare of mankind, is taking on increasing importance in everyday life.
For instance, how can essential needs such as increased food production
be met without a better knowledge of the meteorological factors decisive
to cropsi'
"This brings me immediately to- the tremendous project which you
are to discuss and which will be in the forefront of all your deliberation"s, in the Committee on Technical Questions as in the committees on
financial or legal questions.
"I mean, of course, the World Weather Watch -- WWW to the initiated. The interest of this project is undeniable, for all the nations
of the world __ whether they belong to the group of large or of small
nations, whether they are industrial or agricultural, maritime or continental, tropical or polar, whatever their financial resources. For
all of them face urgent problems, in the various fields of development
of economic resources, of land development, of air and water protection,
of new sources of energy, of transport and communications, fields where
a d.eeper knowledge and better practical exploitation of atmospheric elements are required.
I1This tremendous task will call for very great efforts at the
national and world level.
"0f course I am aware how close international collaboration is in
your speciality -- consolidated over more than a century, since it was
in 1853 that representatives of a number of maritime countries met in
Brussels to lay the foundations of an international exchange of weather
observations from ships.
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liThe outcome of the discussions and agreements was nothing less
than the germ of a kind of WWW which was to lead in 1878 to the foundation of the International Meteorological Organization, forerunner of
the present Organization which is so strong today with its 129 Members,
rendering innumerable services not only to users in their own countries
but also to the many ships at sea in international waters and to aircraft in flight towards far-off countries.
nBut that this collaboration must be still further developed
regionally, even globally, for the successful conduct of. so. vast a
project, is quite obvious and I am sure that on the national plane you·
already have, as directors and representatives of the Meteorological
Services of the world, some of the elements needed f0r the development
of this programme.

IINaturally, for many of you, your financial contribution to this
joint effort cannot be as great as you would have wished. Nevertheless,
ea9h nation has a special, individual contribution to makeJ where WWW
is concerned for instance, the installation ~n remotest Africa of an
additional observing station -- hOwever rudimentary in view of the innumerable technical difficulties to be overcome ~- will certainly contribute just as much to the success of this programme as the erection
of a highly equipped station in Europe where the network of observations is, and long has been, dense and highly developed.
"But this project also aims J in large part, to increase your
and so improve understanding of the behaviour of the earth's
atmosphere, the only means of increasing the precision of forecasts
and their period of validity, and is a necessary basis also for ascertainingthepossibilities for the artificial modification of certain
Characteristics of weather and climate.
knowled~e

"We wish also to pay tribute to the research workers, whose principal motive is scientific curiosity -- the desire to know and understand; meteorology in general and the laws of circulation of the atmo~phere in particular are certainly interesting sUQjects of pure science.
"However, if I try to think out what the expression "behaviour of
the earthls atmosphere II may include, I am taken aback -- so complex,
immense, even formidable does this theme appear to me as a layman in
meteorology. I improved my acquaintance with your problems the other
day when, having asked what progress had been made in knowledge of the
fcihn -- that phenomenon so frequent and at the same time so near to our
interests as inhabitants of alpine regions -- I learnt of the important
work done by research workers of various countries towards the determination of its dynamic characteristics. I was told in particular
that studies of the synoptic aspects of the fb1ln were nearing completion in our country. Yet, there are many questions outstanding which
qannot be studied by isolated research workers. There, as in other
fields of more general interest, close collaboration is required between meteorologists of different disciplines and origins.
"Thus I see that, in meteorology as in the other sciences, the
development of research is fundamental and that, to advance, you need
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considerable means both in staff and equipment. And this is so for
you perhaps still more than for research workers in other disciplines
since, your principal laboratory being the atmosphere itself, the efforts of research workers allover the world have to be co-ordinated
for the study of this elem~nt.
"In the face of these difficulties, for the most part financial,
I am by no means pessimistic, on the contrary, I consider the fascinating advances of science and research as some of the most constructive aspects of our time, otherwise so fertile in dangers and disquiet.
Only new scientific discoveries can provide food for mankind; only
they can obtain for us the water necessary to life, probably by the
desalination of sea-water. The development of the sources of energy
indispensable to our civilization is another responsibility of research.

"Modern science demands extremely costly installations and large
groupings of scientists of the different disciplines. This confronts
a small COlll1try like Switzerland with difficult choices. Al though
public opinion is aware of the need for scientific research and this
research is given high priority in financial planning3 we cannot lay
claim to a leading place in everyone of th~ wide range of disciplines.
There are 3 however, two possibilities open to small countries wishing
to work successfully; they are to specialize in well-chosen and clearly
defined fields and to increase their scientific potential through intensified international collaboration. I am therefore able to Say3
with gratitude, that participation in the work of WMO is of immediate
interest to Switzerland. r well know, too, that the results of international research cannot bring benefit to a country without effort on
its part, and not only effort in the form of financial contributions
to international projects; there must be, inside the country, a basis
of its own scientific work through which contact is maintained with
international agencies.

"m conclusion 3 r wish to express my satisfaction and my great
pleasure in the perfect spirit of co-operation and mutual understanding
which marks both the complex scientific problems and the daily practice
of WMO. These friendly relations between specialists of meteorology
are of an importance which goes far beyond the immediate interest of
your specific tasks. For to collaborate closely and in an atmosphere
of trust, in the solution of real problems3 helps to bring peoples and
States closer together and so contributes to the preservation of peace.
r hope that the atmosphere of Geneva, city of the Red Cross, will also
have a beneficial influence on the work of the Fifth World Meteorological Congress in this wider context of the organizations I aims. II
The President thanked Mr. Tschudi 3 Federal Councillor of the
Swiss Government, for his encouraging remarks and he then called upon
Mr. G. PaltheY3 representative of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations~ to address the Congress.
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IIMr. Chairman,
liAs the Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant, has
kindly agreed to address you himself on Thursday next despite his many
commitments, I have merely to convey to you the regrets of Mr. Spinelli,
Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva, that he cannot
be among you today. In his absence and on his behalf, I have the honour
of receiving you in the Palais des Nations. This is the fourth time
since 1955 that you have met in this building and it would be out of
place for me to wish you an official welcome since you are at home here.
I would merely take this opportunity of expressing our friendship for
a sister organization. Mr. Davies, your Secretary-General, whose com_
petence and kindness are particularly appreciated by his international
colleagues in Geneva, is aware of the bonds between us and today I wish'
to thank him for his friendship and collaboration.
uIn recent years, your Organization has taken a place of first importance in our joint endeavour of international collaboration. You
were among the pioneers, putting into practice the often-quoted slogan
uWeather lrnows no frontierll. Meteorologists were among the first to
recognize that international co-operation 1s indispensible for dealing
with their problems in a practical manner on a world as well as the
national scale. Thanks to the efforts and co-operation of your predecessors, your Organization can also take pride in a longer experience
of international co-operation than any other technical and scientific
organization. It seems that meteorologists have set an example which
has been followed during the past fifty years in the most varied fields.-in public health, labour legislation, food, agriculture, education and
transport. But, still pioneering, despite your modesty you are opening
up new fields adapting yourselves to new techniques which today are
reaching global level and beginning to go even beyond the confines of
the globe. The grandiose project of the World Weather Watch is an
example of the magnitude of your projects and of your independence of
thought.
"But you have at the same time understood that international cooperation has not only become one of the paramount needs of our century but also that it can bear fruit only in a common undertaking where
all efforts are conjugated in international co-ordination. The multi_
plicity of the problems, the increase in the techniques and especially
the interdependence of man's action and the reaction of physical phenomena oblige us~ whatever our individual speciality, to unite for the
achievement of our aim. This is not the monopoly of the United Nations,
as you are aware, nor of international agencies. We must share our
ideals with all men of goodwill for our aim is to improve the lot of
men and so ensure peace. I put my trust in the efficacity of your
work. Your presence here in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, bears
·witness to this collaboration between international agencies without
which no great undertaking could be carried through.
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IIWe share your cares and your hopes and on behalf of the United
Nations I wish you every success for the Congress opening today. II

The President expressed his appreciation to Mr. Pal they for his
statement and said that all participants at the Congress were looking forward to the vis! t of U Thant aild to listening to his address.

He then

gave the floor to the Secretary-General to read out a message which had
just been received from the United Nations Development Programme in New
York.

1.3

Message from Mr. P. Hoffman, Administrator of the United Nations
~~~~~I~~£~~---------------------

At the President's request~ Mr. D.A. Davies, Secretary-General of
WMO, read out the following message sent on behalf of Mr. Paul Hoffman, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme.
THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING OF THE WMO CONGRESS~ I HAVE THE
HONOUR TO CONVEY TO YOU ON BEHALF OF MR. PAUL HOFFMAN~ A1»lINIS-

II AT

TRATOR, THE EXPRESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME'S FIRM SUPPORT IN YOUR MOST IMPORTANI' UNDERTAKING OF THE
WORLD WEATHER WATCH. WE EXPRESS HOPE THAT IN ADDITION TO THE

IMPORTANT CONTRlBUTION TO THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL NETWORK ALREADY MADE BY WMO TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WITH

THE

ASSISTANCE OF

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME, PROJECTS WIT.L BE UNDERTAKEN
BY WMO IN THE NEAR FGTURE WITH THE FULL SUPPORT OF GOVERNMENTS
CONCERNED AND UNDP TO CONTRIBUTE EVEN MORE DIRECTLY TO TPE OVERAlls OBJECTIVES OF THE WORLD WEATHER _WATCH. 11
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"Mr.

Chai:rman~

Mr.

Secretary-General~

ladies and gentlemen.

"I must first of all thank you, on behalf of' Dr. Candau, our
for the honour of your invitation to attend and
address this opening meeting of the Fifth Congress, Dr. Candau would
have been here in person had he not been occupied, like the majority
of his colleagUes of the speciali~ed agencies, by an important coordination meeting. He would have liked to have baen here himself as
he was at the Third Congress,. but I am very happy to represent him today. as I did in 1963.
Director-General~

"Mr. Chairman, it is difficult for us not to repeat ourselves in
speaking of the .relations between the World Meteorological Organization
and the World.Health Organizationj we could make play with the similarityofQur initials, ~specially in English, and we could comment,
with the surprise we have often expressed on-this awareness of similarityhetweenour two organizations, this awareness of community of
method, of approaCh to the problems which arise. Of course, your organization, like our own~ is one.of governments and so political by
nature, but they are both - yours and mine - first and foremost org~
nizations of national and. technical administrations. The delegates to
your Congress, the delegates to our Assembly, are representatives of
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national meteorological administrations and of national health administrations respectively. As Federal Councillor Mr. Tschudi said a moment
ago~ there is here an inevitable community of ideas among technicians
who speak the same language. Whether, for you, it is a question of
conducting the World Weather Watch, cr,-for us, of making out a world
epidemiological survey, the decisions are taken at the political level,
but they are planned and carried out at a level, where there is no room
for idealogy, no room for political differencesj there may be disagreement on techniques, there may even be disagreement on scientific methods,
but the disagreement is confined to these purely scientific and technical aspectsj there can be no disagreement arising from political
views and this is our organizations I strength, this enables them to
work in a hanmony which facilitates tremendously the conduct of our
work; I refer here to large-scale prograrrunes. The same is true of
the application of our knowledge to immediate, de facto situations.
When~ globally or regionally, meteorologiqal services endeayour
to
forecast the evolution of a cyclone, or when we attempt,- regionally or
globally,- to foresee the evolution of a cholera epidemic, we are working
outside all ideology, outsi~e all political disagreements and outside
any kind of group interest. We are working with the same aim in view -for the good of mankind, w,ithout any other preoccupation. There are,
of course, specific points where collaboration between the World Health
Organization and·the World Meteorological Organization is particularly
close. Four years ago, I mentioned that in Afghanistan we had used
for a community water supply programme, research which you had carried
out, for a totally different purpose; its results were, however, extremely valuable to us. This time I can cite only one instance of
practical collaboration; this is in an extremely important, an increasingly important field -- that of air pollution. This is probably the
most subtle, the most insidious form of the pollution of our environment. Water pollution is apparent to the eye; air pollution -- except
in its grossest forms -- is not apparent and we have the very great satisfaction of having submitted to your Commission for Aerology a document which served as a basis for a resolution of that commission. Also,
you have set up a technical commission, the President of which has been
a member of one of our scientific panels on air pollution. Closer collaboration cannot be imagined and, I repeat, in this connexion, when we
speak of smog, of gross contaminations by smoke, by smoke-laden fog,
the pollution is massive and very visible, alas! But there is this
contamination of our atmospheric environment by chemical and organic
micro-pollutants which play a considerable part in the deterioration
of health, and here we rely a great deal upon your collaboration.
"We shall certainly go further -- much further -- in the field of
biometeorology or, if you prefer the term, in climatic medicine. There
is still much to be done. ApaTt from the obvious effects of fog and
smoke and smoke-laden fog, there are certainly other meteorological
elements influencing human physiology and pathology, which we should
know more about and give fUrtner study. I am aware thai in the World
Meteorological Organization there is a very strong desire to press on
in that direction and I am a little ashamed to see that, somewhat by
the fault of our Organization, you have on your agenda items such as
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agricultural meteorology and so on, whereas we have no item on medical
meteorology. The reason is that our organization, like yours, has its
own imperative research priorities. And here again, we have a point in
common: it is that the further we get in our attempts at practical action, the more we realize that we do not know much -- or sometimes,
even, that we know nothing at all -- and that the practical action,
the operations, the assistance we owe our Member States calls for research which, though operational in the beginning, very soon becomes
fundamental. The further we advance in fUndamental research the more
we realize, I repeat, that we kn?W little and that, as always, the
problems before us become more and more difficult as we go on. I say
this, if not to excuse, at least to explain why we have not advanced
more in this field 3 which is common to our Organizations and where there
certainly remain unknowns which might be of very great importance -those of medical climatology3 the action of climates in all their aspects. on the physiology and pathology of the human species. This collaboration. which we should like to see become more effective at this
technical level. is developing at the secretariat level 3 as my DirectorGeneral said eight years ago, and as I myself said four years ago 3 in
the greatest harmony. The Secretary-General 3 Mr. Davies,. will excuse
me if I offend his modesty, but r" think that we must repeat here what
a constant pleasure it is to work with your Secretary-General and his
staff at all levels. We are international organizations, but we work
with people, and personal contacts are of considerable importance here.
May I say once again, Mr. Chairman, that the personal contacts between
our two organizations could not be m0r'e harmonious, more friendly, "or
more useful.
"Mr. Chairman, I Wish this Congress the success of its predecessors.
It has before it an admirable, a gigantic programme -- the World weather
Watch -- and I wish your plans and your Congress a well-deserved success. II
1. 5

~p~e.£h_bx.

!r.!.. ~i!i.L ~c.!.i~_S!:..c.!:e!a"!y.::.G~n~r~_of .!h~ .!n.1eE.n~t2:..0.!!.a:!.
Telecommunication Union

------------

"Mr. Chairman, the Secretary-General, honourable delegates, ladies
and gentlemen,
lilt is both a great honour and a great pleasure for me to be present
today at this official opening meeting of your Fifth World Meteorological
Congress and to bring fraternal greetings from the International Telecommunication Union as well as our warmest, most sincere wishes for complete
succeSs in your work.
"As you know, the WMO and the ITU are two organizations in the same
family which have always worked in an atmosphere of mutual co-operation
and in absolute harmony. Their relations, which are of long standing
and very close, have been most fruitful and of greatest benefit to both
sides.
"I wish to assure yoU 3 on behalf of the ITU, that we shall do everything in our power to ensure that this co-operation is constantly strengthened and ~xtended in the futu~e.
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"While the ITO is undoubtedly the oldest international organization
in the United Nations family, no-one could deny that, from time immemorial. people have always tried to predict Uwhat the weather will be
tomorrow'I , In other words, weather prophets have certainly existed
long before telecommunicat~on experts.

"And there is no doubt that meteorologists were among the first to
make use of the modern means of telecommunication whidh followed the invention of electrical telegraphy about 130 years ago. Since this important event, you have always kept alert to the most up-tn-date .achievements
in the field of telecommunications in order to make the very best use of
them.
"This is an indication of the vital importance of telecommunications
for meteorology. I can assure you that. apart from the WMO itself. of
course. no organization is more aware of the fact tna-_n the ITU. Far
from taking umbrage 3 the ITO welcomes the increasingly important role
played by specialized meteorological telecommunications in your organization.
ItQuite appropriatelY3 the most significant and the most spectacular
example comes to mind: the use of a specialized network of artificial
satellites to meet the specific requiremerits of meteorology.
"Even before" all the problems posed by the peaceful use of outer
space have been resolved, more and more accurate forecasts of "tomorrow's
weather ll - - and this time on a world-wide scale __ have been made possible
by artificial satellites.
"The WMO and the rru are thus brought into even closer collaboration and it is extremely gratifYing to realize that relations between
both organizations are so smooth and effective that co-ordination problems are solved as soon as we become conscious of them and without the
necessity of formulating them.
III am therefore most happy to have this opportunity of thanking,
through this Assembly, all meteorologists of the world for their kind
co-operation with telecommunication specialists. and wish to assure
them that in all circumstances they may continue to rely on the understanding and assistance of the ITO in their efforts to solve the teleconununication problems with which they are faced."
The President thanked Mr. Mill for his address and expressed the
appre.ciation of WMO for the assistance and collaboration which ITU had.
given at all times in the activities of WMO in the field of meteorological
telecommunications.
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"Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen,
III am very happy to be able to represent the Intern~tional Civil
Aviation Organization at the Fifth Congress of the World Meteorological
Organization. As you are aware. aviation and meteorology have had close
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lirtks since their early days: meteorological i:nformation is indispensable

for aviation, and for this reason advances in aviation have often spurred
corresponding advances in meteorology.
I! An
era of advances in aviation and meteorology seems to be opening
before us. The increase in altitudes at which aircraft fly, the growth
in numbers of flights, the lengthening of non-stop flight stages, the

lowering of' weather minima under which aircraft land ani take off', all

these and more are presenting meteorology with motulting challenges. But
meteorologists are approaching these challenges with energy and imagination.. They have started to harness the latest products of science and
technology, such as artificial earth satellites, rockets and electronic
computers 3 to meet the growing demands made by many users, of which aviation is only one, but certainly one of the most demanding.
II In planning their attack, meteorologists have not overlooked basic
needs suCh as the completion of the world-wide observation network and
improvements in collection and dissemination arrangements for meteorological data. Plans in most of these fields are of course embodiea in
the imaginative concept of the World Weather WatCh.

"The IeAO Secretariat has been following with interest and appreciation these developments, which promise not only to help meeting
future requirements 3 but may also be expected to improve meteorological
service to aviation in the more immediate future. We all know that there
is still room for such lmprovement, particularly in connexion with the
forecasting of conditions at aerodromes.

11m addition to the application of advances in science and technology, the quality of meteorological service to aviation depends to a
large extent on the competence of meteorological personnel. In this
respect too, we have been happy to see the continued attention which
is being given by your Organization to the training of aeronautical
meteorological personnel.
rlrCAO has of course continued and will continue to study"meteorological requirements in the aviation field. rt is at present engaged
in attempting to define requirements in respect of international general
aviation and supersonic transport aircraft and will in due course provide WMO with the results. We are grateful to WMO for the action it
has already taken to prepare for the advent of the supersonic transport aircraft on the basis of "the rather scanty indications of requirements available so far. steps which will permit realistic" planning for
supersonic transport aircraft include detailed studies 3 in which WMO
has been invited to participate, and the consideration by reAO Regional
Air Navigation Meetings of air-route networks covering two or three reAO
regions at one time. We are also grateful for WMO's assist~ce in the
turbulence reporting programme recently carried out under reAO auspices.
This programme has yielded a large amolUlt of data which is exPected to
lead to better understanding of this phenomenon and hence to improved
accuraey in forecasting its occurrence and intensity. It may also be
of interest to mention that: states of the North Atlantic Region are
currently trying to assess the value of the North Atlantic Ocean Station
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scheme, both in aeronautical and non-aeronautical respects, to assist in
deciding on the fUture of the scheme. It is hoped that WMO will be able
to contribute to the assessment of the meteorological facilities provided
by the ocean station vessels and to the study of. alternative ways of providing meteorological data equivalent to those now obtained fr9m the
ships.
"1 believe I have said enough to show that leAD follows with great
interest and appreciation the work and plans of WMO and that at the same
time leAD is active in its own fields of action, pursuing numerous fundamental questions in addition to its more routine duties. Both organizations are thereby contributing their share towards progress and development, the fundamental aims of all United Nations agencies.
"In conclusion" allow me, Mr. President, to convey to you and to
all delegates the wishes of the president of the International Civil
Aviation Organization ~ its Secretary-General for all possible success
in the work of this Fifth Congress of the World Meteorological Organization.1I
1. 7
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"Mr. Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Mr. Federal COlU1cillor, representatives of the spe-cialized agencies, representatives of the Canton and City of Geneva, delegates and participants at Congress, ladies and gentlemen,
"I would like first to express my thanks to all the speakers who
have just addressed us. The-warm words of welcome spoken to us on behalf of the -Swiss authorities are greatly appreciated, while the participation at this opening ceremony of representatives of the United Nations and its specialized agencies, and the positive and constructive
attitude shown in their speeches constitute a great stimulUS to us in
our work. Their presence here demonstrates clearly that the activities
of WMO are becoming more and more integrated into the over-all progranune
o£ international work of the United Nations family of organizations.
lilt has become a tradition to hold sessions of the WMO Congress in
the Palais des Nations and our special thanks are due to the United Nations Office in Geneva and to its Director-General, Mr. Spinelli. for
the excellent facilities placed at our disposal. I may mention here
that we are looking forwa~ with great interest to the visit of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant, who has kindly agreed
to speak at a plenary meeting of the Congress in a few days' time.
IIEach Congress is an event of the highest importance to international meteorology and the very large number of cOlU1tries which have
sent delegations to this Congress clearly demonstrates that the Fifth
Congress is of particular importance and significance. Many of you
have participated at earlier sessions of Congress and at session~ of
other cpnstitUent bodies of the Organization and therefore you will
feei at home in the international community of meteorologists. By attending this Congress you will once again contribute to the progress
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of international meteorology by your knowledge and experience. Others
of you are newcomers. I trust nevertheless that you will soon feel at
home in our midst and will contribute with fresh ideas to our work. I
would like here to mention specially the delegates of those States whicp
have become Members of the Organization since Fourth Congress; many of

those States have indeed only recently attained independent status. You
are all cordially welcome at this session.
"International co-operation is more imperative for meteorology than
for most other fields of human activities. Almost a hundred years ago·
an International Meteorological Organization was founded with the aim
of promoting standardization of meteorological procedures and publication and exchange of data between Meteorological Services.
11 In 1951 the lMO was reorganized as a United Nations specialized
agency and an inter-governmental organization, under the name of the
World Mete-orological Organization, thus indicating clearly that the
importance of its actiyities was recognized by the governments of the
world and that its co-operation was required by the other specialized
agencies. The WMO continued and intensified the task of standardization ~nd co-ordination earlier pursued by the ]MO, but new features
were added to its activities, such as technical assistance, mainly
within the framework of the United Nations programmes.

I1During the last decade the munber of Members has increased rapidly and the Organization has approached more and more a truly global
status~
With this increased membership, covering all climatic regimes,
and representing different stages of national meteorological organiza_
tion, the ov-er-all tasks falling upon the WMO became more imperative
and complex, and at the same time more significant and urgent.
liThe recognition in recent years of "the importance of applying
meteorological knowledge to assist in economic development must be
particularly mentioned. Fortunately, teChnological advances such as
satellites and computers have opened new perspectives to the development of meteorological knowledge, and to the application of such knowledge. It was most encou~aging for meteorologists and for the WMO
that the increasing importance of meteorology to human affairs and
particularly to economic development allover the world was recognized
also outside the meteorological community and by such a high body as
the United Nations which, in several resolutions of the General Assembly~ invited the WMO to devise "an improved global meteorological system, using all available technology in order to meet the over-all reqUirements.

liThe WMO eagerly grasped this unique opportunity. Fourth Congress
endorsed the concept of the World Weather Watch and toQk vigorous and
progressive decisions towards its development. A Planning Unit was
established in the Secretariat for co-ordination of all planning activities. A WMO Advisory Committee was establiShed consisting of scientists on the highest level in a~l relevant fields, in order to advise
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the Executive Committee. Finally, a New Development Fund was established for development purposes for which financing could not be provided from other sources. The Executive Committee was authorized to
carry through studies on a broad basis leading to an over-all plan
faJ;' t_he n§!:w system to be submitted to Fifth Congress.
liThe planning of the World Weather Watch has durinp.; this past fouryear period been a major concern throughout the international meteorological community. Members have contributed largely by advancing technical developments, making investigations, answering detailed questionnaires and putting competent experts at the disposal of WMD. The const! tuent bodies of WMO gave it much consideration, the Secretariat carried
through 'an enormous amount of work in investigating and co-ordinating.
The results of these efforts are submitted in several documents to this
session.

"While plaruling proceeded, a number of technological developments,
which had reached the experimental stage at the time of Fourth Congress,
became routine operational features. An operational satellite system is
now distributing cloud pictures on a daily routine basis to APT stations
in many parts of the world. Many national Services are prep'aring daily
analysis and forecast maps by means of computers with increased speed
and capacjty and improved ancillary equipment. A tremendous increase
in WMO technical assistance programmes to developing countries has taken
place Wlder the United Nations Development Progranune, both in the EPTA
and the Special Fund sector, showing clearly the growing recognition by
governments and others of the economic importance of the applications of
meteorology •
"The above~mentioned developments make it possible and necessary
for the present Congress to take decisions leading to the implementation
of the first phase of the World Weather Watch system during the fifth
financial period. The final goal for the system should be to provide
for a network of observations sufficient for operational as well as researCh purposes, a telecommunication system which has sufficient capacity and speed allover the globe for the exchange of requested data
within accepted delay~ and a global data-processing system consisting
of world, regional and national meteorological centres for the preparation of those products requested by users. The requirements and capabilities of the different centres will vary widely. The system to be
devised Should be well organized in order to ensure the co-ordination
necessary for its functioning combined with economy of efforts and resources; but it must at the same time have enough flexibility to allow
every Member to develop its meteorological activities in accordance with
national needs and national capabilities. No centre requiring and capable of producing its own prodUcts should be impeded in doing so by
lack of basic observational data. This is important in particular with
,regard to research, whiCh can never be fully developed according to
pre-arranged plans but lives largely qn vusolicited ideas. The aim is
to construct a system which, by concerted national and international
efforts, adds to the efficiency of the meteorological services of all
countries. In this way the WWW will follow the traditicns of constructive co-operation which have always been followed in international
meteorological work.
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-nAn effective World Weathe):' Watch system will als-o have to provide

for the training of meteorological personnel in all categories and couatries in a sufficient number to provide the service required by the system. I have just referred to the need for the promotion of research;
this is necessary for the improvement of forecasting methods, both for
shorl- and long-range forecasting, as well as for the assessment of the
~eather and climate modification.

possibility of

"The implementation of the World Weather Watch plan, on which de-

cisions will be adopted by this Congress, will require major economic
resources, and constructive efforts during the next four-year period.
!lIn the first instance, Members will be called upon to fulfil from

their own resources and by their own efforts the share allocated to them
by the plan.
"The United Nations Development Programme will be requested to
assist to the maximwn wi thin the limits possible by its regulations·. In
this connexion every possible effort should be made by the Organization
to widen the terms of reference of that programme.
"Projects on international territories (oceans, Antarctic and space),
which are part of the plan, will have to be executed by individual Members or by the pooling of efforts of some Members.
"Finally> means have to be provided for helping countries in need
of assistance to play their full role in WWW by completing planned projects which cannot be covered by UNDP. In this way, it will be possible
to ensure that a balanced progress is made on a world-wide basis.
"In formulating the plan submitted to Congress for tAle World
Weather Watch, the Executive Committee envisaged a WWW implementation
fund, separated from the regular budget ~d based on voluntary contributions, which could be given in kind or in cash. The Executive Committee also formulated some principles on which the implementation
programme could be based. On the basis of these principles the Secretary-General elaborated alternative proposals which are submitted in a
comprehensive document.
IICongress will have to discuss thoroughly the ways to raise contributions for the implementation of projects included in the WWW plan.
There are different ways of achieving this. Whichever alternative is
chosen, Congress will have to decide on explicit rules and procedures
for the administr{ltion and allocation of funds. These rules and procedures will guarantee an effective and impartial -allocation aimed at
serving in the best way the realization of the goals put forth in the
plan "and at assuring a fair consideration of all requests submitted,
as well as a purposeful use of all contributions offered.
liThe implementation of the World Weather Watch is an endeavour of
a scope up to now unthought of in meteorology. It calls hot only for
maximum economic efforts by Members but also for their vigorous efforts
to develop technology and science and, finally, a high level of mutual
understanding and a firm will for co-operation. The fulfilment of the
common task will benefit all Members and the economic development of
their countries.
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"This session of Congress also will have to decide on directives
for future plarming. WWW is a dynamic concept. Many new techniques
for observing the atmosphere are now being developed, such as automatic
stations and constant-density balloons, and more advanced computers
will become available. New weather and telecommunications satellites
offer good prospects for the future. Funther studies and investigations
during the next four years will be necessary in order to ensure that,
by the end of the fifth financial period, Sixth Congress will be in a
position to decide whether these techniques should be incorporated in
the revised world Ineteorological system for the subsequent four-year
period.

"The effectiveness of WMO's activities is, to ~ increasing degree,
dependent on its collaboration with other international organizations.
The importance of the United Nations Development Programme has been
acknowledged many times. Some other examples could be mentioned from
among the United Nations specialized agencies, such as ICAD in the field
of aeronautical meteorology, FAD in projects relating to food protluction,
UNESCO in many fields, inter alia the development of water resources and
the International Hydrological Decade, rru in teleconununication problems.,
WHO in human biometeorology.
"Research has been recognized as a fundamental necessity for the
prqctical implementation of the WWW,for example concerning the desirable density of the observational network, improved forecasting m~thods
and climate modification. It is not the purpose of WMO as an organizationto engage directly in research but to encourage it and to assist
in planning and co-ordinating its international aspects. By taking an
active part in defining research problems and in the discussion concerning the lines on which they could be solved, WMO will not only assist
the research workers but will also be in a position to ensure that maximum benefit is derived from any practical application which may result.
Special mention must be made of the Global Atmospheric Research Project
(GARP) proposed by the ICSU and IUGG and supported by WMO. In this exciting project success can only be achieved if the organizations concerned collaborate to make it a joint entreprise.
I1Congress may also consider ways and means to modify the struGture
of the World Meteorological Organization in order to achieve maximum
efficacy in the new tasks put upon it. The Executive Committee has
given much thought to this question and submits a number of proposals
aiming at the concentration of efforts and the speeding up of procedures. The Committee was mindful, though,that the tradition of close
and active contact with all Members should be maintained. It was therefore proposed that the regional associations and technical commissions
should continue to play their important roles in the functioning of the
Organization, leaving proposals for major changes, if necessary, until
more experience has been gained in the course of the WWW.
"The implementation of the World Weather Watch plan, although
primarily based on the efforts of Members, will need efficient coordination and support by the Secretariat. Also, the widening technical assistance activities, although largely paid from other sources,
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will need technical support. A considerable reorganization and reinforcement of the Secretariat has therefore to be envisaged.
liThia again will sharpen the already now felt need of increased

WMO

premises by enlarging the
building, and the questiori of rental or
purchase will have to be decided on.
11 In these circumstances. it is hardly surprising that the proposals submitted to Congress for the Regular Budget exceed the amount
to be expected by the automatic increase of costs and a regular development of the Organization. These proposals should, however. be viewed
in the light of the exceptional prospects offered to meteorology and
its many applications for economic development in all countries. In
order to grasp this unique opportunity, sufficient support for an orderly and timely development has to be provided for.

tIThe decisions which will be taken by Fifth Congress on these questions -- the World Weather Watch and its implementation programme~ the
machinery of the Organization and the required budget -- are of the utmost importance. Upon them will depend the future of meteorology for
many years to come. Tremendous progress in scientific knowledge and economic benefit can be foreseen if bold. constructive decisions are taken.
Such decisions and their implementation can only be arrived at by a very
high degree of devotion. effort, hard work and mutual understanding of
everybody involved. I think and trust that the goal will be reached in
the traditional spirit of the WMO and it is in this hope I wish all
success to the session of Fifth Congress which has just been opened."
(See also paragraph 84)·
The meeting rose at 12.10 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE SECOND PLENARY MEETING
3 April 1967, at 3.00 p.m.

The meeting opened at 3.15 p.m.
2.

Establishment of a Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.2)

Recalling the substance of General Regulation 20, the President
proposed that a Credentials Committee be established as at previous Congresses.
The two Vice-Presidents, who had been consulted, had agreed with
him that the geographical

representati(l~1

might be the same as previously.

He therefore proposed the following membership:

For
For
For
For
For
For

Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional

Association
Association
Association
Association
Association
Association

I
H
III

Chad, Madagascar, Senegal
Japan, U.S.S.R.
Chile

N

U.S.A.
New Zealand
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Spain.

V

VI

All the heads of delegations concerned had been consulted and all had
accepted nomination.
In the absence of any objection the Credentials Committee was
established with the above membership.
The President asked members of the committee to meet immediately
after the end of the plenary meeting in Room X to elect their chairman and
start work.

Approval of the agenda (Agenda item 1.4)
(Doc.

Cg-v/l)

Calling the attention of the meeting to General Regulations 111
and l12~ the President said that the Bureau had proposed the addition of
two new items to the provisional agenda:

3.7
3.8

Celebration of IMO/WMO CentenarY3 and
WMO Emblem and Flag.

Both were self-explanatory.
The agenda was approved with those additions.
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4.

Establishment of committees (Agenda item 1.5)
(Doc. cg-V/68)
Recalling the content of General Regulation 22. the President

suggested that the meeting consider the establ'ishment of committees in the
order in which they were listed in that Regulation.
It was so agreed.

4.1

]:01!!i~.:!:.i~n~C2.~i~t~e

The President said that the two Vice-Presidents and himself were
of the opinion that a few days should be allowed to elapse before the
members of the committee were nominated. The Bureau had decided to suggest
to Congress a regional distribution closely following that adopted by Fourth
Congress:
For
For
For
For
For
For

Regional Association I
Regional Association II
Regional Association III
Regional Association IV
Regional Association V
Regional Association VI

3 representatives
2 representatives
1 representative

2 representatives
1 representative

3 representatives.

He therefore suggested that the committee be established on the basis of
this regional distribution and the actual nomination of members be left
to a later date.
It was so agreed.
4.2

]2r~f!.iB.g_C'£'ll!!!!i!t~e

The President said that~ as previous Congresses had shown~ there
appeared to be no need for a drafting committee. He would therefore propose to Congress not to establish one.
It was so decided.

4. 3

.Qo,:.o£.d.!n~~0B. Qo.!!!ID..!.t.!e~

The President proposed the establishment of a Co-ordination
Committee. General Regulation 26 was quite clear on the subject. Each
working committee would elect its chairman who would automatically be a
member of the Co-ordination Committee. The other members of the committee
were specified by the Regulation so that no further action was necessary.
The Co-ordination Committee was established in accordance with
General Regulation 26.
4.4

}fo£.k.!,n.fi £.o!£ID..!.t,!e!.s

The President called the attention of the meeting to the document
(Doc. Cg-v/68) which contained the Bureau1s proposals for the establishment
of the following three working committees:
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Committee on Programme and Budget (PRO Committee)
Committee on Technical Questions (TEe Committee)
Committee on General and Legal Questions (GENCommittee)
The Burea~ls proposals regarding allocation of agenda items to
the working committees were contained in the appendix to the document.
The Bureau·s proposals were approved without comment.

4.5

.!:!.o,£.k.!.nQ. ,!i!!;e,:.t1:bl.e_o,! .El;:.n~rx. ~e2..t!nl!is_a~d_c"£n:!!!.i!t~e_m;:.e!i~~
The President said that the Bureau considered that the working

hours should be the same as at the previous Congress with meetings on
weekdays (Monday to Friday), from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 2.30 to
5.30 p.m.; there would be a morning meeting on Saturdays from 9.00 to
11.00 q.m. and possibly to midday on one occasion.
It was so agreed.
(See also paragraph 16.)

1..

Report by the President of the Organization (Agenda item 2.1)

(Docs. Cg V/57 and 59)

The President explained that the report on the New Development
Fund (document Cg-V/59) had been incorporated in this item in consequence
of the express wish of the eighteenth session of the Executive Committee
that the report be prepared early in 1967 and. endorsed by the President
on behalf of the Executive Committee. The meeting had just decided (under
paragraph 4.4 above) to refer the report to the Committee on Programme and
Budget. He did not therefore propose to discuss that document in the
Plenary.
As regards the report of the President (document Cg-V/57L he had
in his presidential address during the opening ceremony made a~l the comments which he wished to make on the points raised in his report. He would
not repeat these.
The President then invited general comments on his report.

Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) said that, in the opinion of his delega_
tion, the President's interesting address and report expressed very reasonable ideas which could certainly serve as a basis for the discussion of
the Organization's future programmes.
In that connexion, he wished to make a few general observations.
All were aware that the present time was particularly opportune for the
development of meteorology as a science and for the development of Meteorological Services. The present level of technical progress was creating
a demand for considerably more and more precise information on the state
of the environment, although practical activities were not so closely
dependent on nature's conditions. It was for that reason that there had
arisen the current need for the development of the science -of meteorology
and of the Meteorological Services.
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He also fully agreed with the President on the importance of
Fifth Congress in promoting international co-operation between Services.
WMO was rightly proud of its ~ong record of international co-operation
since it was one of the oldest oi' the international organizations. The
need for a strengthening of international co-operation in meteorology at
the stage reached in meteorology and other sciences was well understood.
There would be an opportunity for discussion of the problems involved in
connexion with the basic documents of the Organization, and the Convention
in particular, for the amendment of which there was already a similar proposal. On the whole the basic documents seemed satisfactory although some
changes might be needed. In his opinion, the fact that the Org;anization1s
activities were directed towards peaceful aims should be stressed in those
dacuments~ especially in the face of constantly-spreading aggression by the
United States of America in Viet-Nam~ to the detriment of the Vietnamese
people and the anger of peace-lovers everywhere. Even in the specific
field of meteorology, the Services of North Viet-Nam had suffered serious
loss. Delegates would remember the letter circulated over a year previously by the Head of the North Vietnamese Meteorological Service describing
those losses. The Head of that Service had since made known the destruction of scores of meteorological stations and the considerable loss of life
among their fellow meteorologists. That was an instance of the destruction of the co-operation in meteorology with which the Organization was so
much concerned. On behalf of his Government and those of the Ukrainian and
Byelorussian Socialist Republics he protested against the United St_ate:;>
aggression in Viet-Nam and demanded that it cease. He was sure that other
delegations would join him in that protest.
There were some other particularities of the basic documents: they
purported to provide that the Organization should become generally international and universal. However, there were still some Meteorological
Services which met with artificially created obstacles in their meteorological work. That was inadmissible not only because it went against the
interests of the Meteorological Services concerned in preventing them from
becoming Members of WMO but also, and perhaps even more important, because
it was damaging to those of the Meteorological Services of countries which
were already Members of the Organization. by detracting from its universality. He had in mind the Meteorological Services of the Democratic
Peopler~Republic of Korea, and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and
others. Even such a highly developed Meteorological Service as that of
the Democratic Republic of Germany, a model among European Services, which
made every effort to work with the Organization~ was not a Member. Delegations should dwell on that thought and simplify the procedure so that
all the Meteorological Services wishing to co-operate in international work
could do so.
As the President had pointed out, the Meteorological Services of
all countries were developing rapidly. However~ many of them -- particularly newly independent countries or those which had encountered other difficulties -- needed assistance in surmounting the obstacles in their path. It
was an important function of the Organization to provide technical assistance and every effort should be made to see that all the means available
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were directed to those ends and, in particular, to see that every dollar
and every cent was well used. There had been some shortcomings in that
respect in the past but an improvement had been made though continued
effort was required.
The training of national personnel was especially important and
the Organization had r:!.ghtly been giving the matter more attention. It was
only when each country had its qualified national personnel that the
development of meteorology. and meteorological activities would be assured.
Many countries -- some Members of WMO and some not -- were making tremendous efforts to train personnel. He had seen that in Cuba, Afghanistan,
the Democratic Republic of' Germany, U.A.R., the Mongolian Peoplels Republic
and in other places. The Organization should do all it could to support
those efforts.
During Congress much thought would be given to technical and
scientific questions -- the technical and scientific developments of Services
and the development Of the science of meteorology in general, especially
within WWW.HesharedthePresident·sviews on the importance of WWW but
Congress, in its discussions, should remember that advances were being made
all the time. New means -- satellites -- were starting to play their part;
most Meteorological Services were able to use the photographs from the
United States of America and the U.S.S.R. satellites. At the 1T.0ment, the
data fro~.tke Soviet satellites, Cosmos 122 and 144, were proving useful
for the study of cloud cover and the radiation balance in the atmosphere.
That was only a beginning; tremendous progress was to be expected in the
coming years. There would be in particular a great increase in the amount,
authenticity and precision of information available about the atmosphere
and ocean surface. Those tremendous changes impliCit in the World Weather
Watch called for closer co-operation in meteorological work and a new
degree of co-ordination and collaboration between all Meteorological Services in ocean and atmosphere observation.
In oreer to facilitate that co-ordination and collaboration and
face the problems, the Organization should improve the functioning of its
technical bodies. Changes in structure would perhaps be necessary to increase speed and efficacy. That would naturally involve increased efforts
and a greater load on the Secretariat, but need not. in his opinion. reach
the proportions suggested by the Secretary-General in his programme and
budget. The Secretary-Generalis proposals were perhaps somewhat exaggerated and a more economical approach could be found to the assessment of
expenses. The rational use of means also required stringent limitations.
The Fifth Congress was being held on the eve of tremendous developments in the science and practice of meteorology. at a moment when man's
rational use of his co-ordinated forces could almost compare with the physical processes and energy studied. True. the problem of good long-term
forecasting had not been solved but weather modification was being seriously studied and might be not very far away. That knowledge should be an
encouragement in the search for solutions to immediate problems. For in
that struggle with the elements, lay the opportunity for Members of WMO to
give a demonstration of the international co-operation so necessary in the
modern world.
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Mr. Wnlte (United States of America) said that he would leave for

a more appropriate moment J in plenary session or in a working committee,
his views on the programme and budget.
He had, however, to protest against and to reject the false statements just made against his Government. The representative of the U.S.S.R.
knew well that Congress was not the appropriate forum in which to discuss
the question of Viet-Nam and that there were competent forums, both inside
and outside the United Nations, in which the urgent issue of a political
settlement in Viet-Nam could be properly and, hopefully, profitably discussed. The conclusion was inescapable, that the representative of the U.S.S.R.
was bringing up the question of Viet-Nam in order to make propaganda. But
to engage in a propaganda exchange on Viet-Nam would neither advance a
settlement there, nor promote solutions of the important and urgent problems on the agenda of Congress.
The meeting would be able to return soon, he hoped, to considering
the issues properly before it.
But, as the representative of the U.S.S.R. had regrettably seen
fit to make remarks on the substance of the question of Viet-Nam, he (the
speaker) was compeiled to make the pOp it ion of the United States clear.
First of all, Congress should be clear that the presence of the
United States' forces in Viet-Nam, at the request of the Government of
South Viet-Nam, was a result of aggression, controlled, directed and supplied from Hanoi. Second, Congress should be clear what the aims of the
United States were in Viet-Nam. In a recent statement at Howard University
in Washington, the United Stat,es representative to the United Nations had
reviewed those aims. Ambassador Goldberg had said that the United States
was not seeking an American sphere of influence in Asia, nor a permanent
American presence of any kind, military or otherwise, in Viet-Nam. The
United states was not seeking to do injury to Mainland China. The United
States w~s seeking to assure to the people of South Viet-Nam the right of
self-determination, the right to decide their own political destiny, free
of external interference. The United States had· no designs on North
Viet-Nam, and was not seeking to overthrow its government. The United
States believed reunification·of_Viet-Nam should be decided by the free
choice of the peoples of both North and South. without outside interf~r
enee. When peace was restored, the United States was willing to make a
major commit~ent of money, of talent and resources to a multilateral cooperative effort to bring all of South-~ast Asia, including North Viet-Naru,
benefits of economic and social reconstruction and development.
The representative of the U.S.S.R. had referred to bombing in North
Viet-Nam. The- United States had repeatedly made clear its readiness to
order an end to all bombing in North Viet-Nam the moment there was an assurance, private or otherwise, that there would be a reciprocal response
for peace" from North Viet-Nama There had been two bombing-pauses of five
days in 1965; 37 days in December 1965. and January 1966, and six days just
a few weeks previously. And what had been the response of the other side?
There had been a deliberate military build-up, and only hostile actions in
response. The United States Government recognized that bombing of military
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targets in the north had brought about loss of life, and that persons close
to military targets had suffered. But, as the Secretary of State had said,
there was a vast difference between such unintentional events and a deliberate policy of attacking civilian centres. The Secretary of State had
also pointed out that tens of thousands of civilians had been killed. wounded or kidnapped in South Viet-Nam, not by accident but as a result of a
deliberate policy of terrorism and intimidation conducted by the other side.
~esident Johnson, for his part, had made proposals to North Viet-Nam on
five occasions, beginning in early January of the current year. In a personal letter, sent just a few weeks previously, President Johnson had told
~o- Chi-Minh that he was prepared to order a cessation of bombing against
North Viet-Nam and the stopping of further augmentation of United states
forces in South Viet-Nam as soon as he (President Johnson) was assured
that infiltration into South Viet-Nam by ~and and by sea had stopped.
President" Johnson had also expressed the belief that the acts of restraint
on both sides could make it possible to conduct serious and private discussions leading towards an early peace. Ho Chi-Mdnb1s rep~y bad been unconstructive, negative and propagandistic, and Hanoi had unceremoniously
released that private exchange of letters to the Press.
The attitude of Hanoi thus far to the serious efforts of President
Johnson and others to get peace talks started demonstrated the problem of
trying to move to~ards a peaceful settlement in Viet-Nam. But the United
States was not calling the peaceful search far a settlement to an end. His
government wou1d keep on trying to move this conflict in Viet-Nam from the
battlefield to the conference table. Peace could not come too soon for
the United States.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) congratulated the President an the clarity and precision of his report.
All those who had attended previous Congresses would agree that
every Congress was important in its own way but the current Congress was
specially so in the light of the new element, mentioned in the third subparagraph of Section 111.6.1.1 of the President's report. It was the first
t~e that technical knowledge had made a World Weather Watch possible. The
new technical possibilities had coincided with a need for the intensification of economic development to offer a challenge which could not be ignored. The Organization had~ in the past, developed a good spirit of
co-operation. He~ personally~ wished earnestly to request his fellow delegates to show that spirit and not allow extraneous or small matters to
impede them in their join~ search for solutions to their problems.
Speakers at the previous meeting and the President in his report
(Section V particularly, and the conclusions) had indicated some of the
efforts that would have to be made. Each country would have to be pre_
pared to develop its Service in a given degree and a given direction in
accordance with a well-defined programme. Many Members of the Organization _ and not only newly independent countries - would need the assistance of the others. The first manifestations of that assistance should
emerge at the Fifth Congress in the approval of a realistic and not overambitious programme which Members could carry out with the means available
and with the help of others.
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The Fifth Congress would shortly be planning a.new programme
capable of revolutionizing current attitudes in meteorology--the World
Weather Watch. In so doing it should bear the need for realism in mind
as also its primary function as an intergovernmental body, to co-o~dlnate
the activities undertaken by governments since, unfortunately, Congress
was not a scientific body .. despite the opportunities ito. offered for the
exchange of knowledge and experience.
At the same time, Congress should not overlook scientific interests. The President had mentioned, in Section v.4 of his report, the participation by WOOD in a research programme with ruGG. He would suggest the
establishment of a fund, however small, to enable WMO to take part in this
activity.
Where the structure of the Organization was concerne_d, prudence
should be exercised. At a time when there was little experience of the
WWW, it would be dangerous, in the opinion of his Government, to change
too much a mechanism which was running, although perhaps not perfectly.
The Secretariat too had achieved much with limited means. But
before changes in its structure were made, the budgetary implications
should be carefully examined. It also seemed to be necessary to allow
for certain delays so that developing countries will be in a position to
spare some of their nationals to take part in the work of the Secretariat.
In conclusion he expressed general support for the views put forward in ~he documents submitted by the Secretary-General and the Executive
Committee, and the hope that all would co-operate in making the Fifth Congress the success it had to be in order to meet the challenge of economic
and tec~logical development.
The President reminded the meeting that WMO had 129 Members to
date. Requests had been received from Barbados and Botswana, which were
already Members of the United Nations and had made known their intention
of ratifying the Convention of WMO. to attend Congress as observers. The
two countries had attained independence too late to be included in the
Secretary-GeneralIs inquiry. They could be invited to attend in that capacity under General Regulation 17; if the meeting agreed, he would have
a telegram sent to the two governments informing them of the invitation.
It was so agreed.

Mr. Rodriguez (Cuba) said that, having heard the previous speakers
and read the documents, he had become convinced that the crux of the problem was to bring all Qountries into WMO with equal ri~ts so that the whole
of the earth's surface would be covered. Only close co-operation would
bring an understanding of the laws of the atmospher~ so important to mankind. Indeed, that principle was essential to the World Weather Watch.
As regards the development of the science of meteorology, that
could not be separated from development in other branches of human know_
ledgewhichtogether constituted civilization. Mankind could not live in
the "best possible of worlds if war and aggression were allowed to persist
anywhere. Many countries represented in the meeting had suffered destruction and loss of life through war and had had their advance retarded.
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Humanity must advance by peaceful means and meteorology alsQ. His daleg&tion fully agreed with the delegate of the U.S.S.R. on that point. That
should be the aim of all WMO Members. But there would be no point in
Meteorological Services gathering together at important meetings if their
work could be destroyed at an early date by aggression. His government
therefore condemned the aggression of the U.S.A. in Korea and its escalating aggression in Viet-Nam which retarded the advance of meteorology
in those countries and in the world~ It was no good speakers in Congress
saying that the United Nations was the proper forum for the discussion
of the Viet-Nam problem; the Fifth Congress of WMO had to raise its voice
in condemnation of aggression against small States wherever it occurred.
To be united and to work for the advancement of knowledge~ including meteorology~ in peace was the essential right of all peoples.

Mr. Goldbrunner (Venezuela) recalled hearing the Soviet delegate~
at the sixteenth meeting of Fourth Congress ~ express his regret that Congress was not a scientific meeting. The Venezuelan delegation was not of
that opinion and he earnestly hoped tbat all would co-operate in making
Fifth Congress as scientific as possible.
The President expressed his appreciation of the support he had
received in his work from the Vice-Presidents Mr. de Azcarraga and Mr.
Fedorov, and from all members of the Executive Committee during the period
since Fourth Congress. He also thanked the Members of the Organization
for their co-operation, aspecially those which had acted as hosts to meetings. The Organization1s gratitud.~ was likewise due to the many individual meteorologists who had devoted their time and effort to its work.
In conclusion, he acknowledged the assistance received from the
Secretary-General and his staff throughout the period.
(See also' paragraph 22.)

..§..

Reports by the presidents of regional associations (Agenda
item 2.2)

6~1

.!!.e,l?or.t..-bl:, .!h!.l!r!.slA~n,12.f....~g.!.o,!18.l !s~o.£.i~t.!.o..!! 1. (Doc. Cg-V/51)

Mr. Akingbehin (president of Regional Association I) introduced
his report contained in the above-mentioned document. The report covered
two periods, namely~ the period from Fourth Congress to the fourth session
of Regional Association I (Lagos~ February 1965) and the period since the
fourth session of RA I until Fifth Congress.
As mentioned in paragraph 2.4.1 of Doc. Cg-V/57~ the President
of WMO had assumed the presidency -of the regional association for a short
period following its fourth session.
During the period covered by the report~ RA I adopted 57 resolutions and 6 recommendations. The membership of the association ~d also
increased.
Drawing attention to paragraph 18 of his report~ ACTION PROPOSED,
the speaker said that it would be his pleasure if Congress considered the
wishes of RA I as expressed in the nine points of this paragraphi In
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conclusion~ he thanked Members of the Association, who over the past 18
months, had devoted their time to the correspondence by which many of the
above-mentioned resolutions were passed. He al~o thanked the Presid~nt of
the Organization, the Secretary-General and the staff
of the -WMO Secretariat for the great ass_istance they had given him.

Mr. ~ (United Arab Republic) noted that last Congress, as well
as the Executive Committee, had been well aware and conscious of the role
of the African countries in the field of' international meteorology. The
unhealthy state of affairs which had prevailed in the continent for many
years, and which had been be¥ond control of the national governments, had
led the Executive Conunittee under the wise guida.nce of Congress to help
the new African States to assume their responsibilities in this field at
the national and international levels. In spite of great difficulties it
was very gratifYing to see that the president of the Region, with the help
of his colleagues, had succeeded in achieving marked advances in development of national Meteorological Services and had placed the Region in a
position to play its proper role in meteorology. He was certain that Congress, after noting these facts, would not fail to support.tbe proposals
submitted by the president of RA I, especially those concerning the establishment of basic facilities in networks and telecommunications. At
its last session the Executive Committee had considered that WOOO should
make its own arrangements to provide adequate assistance in this respect.
There was a need for increased assistance in the field of meteorological
training, and the regional and inter-regional training seminars, which had
proved very effective, should be increased. The World Weathe~ Watch could
not be effective on a global basis without adequate assistance being provided to Africa in training and other baSic facilities. He concluded by
wishing all Members of.RA I and-the sister associations continued success
in their sincere efforts for the promotion of meteor'ology.
There being no fUrther comments, the report of the president of
RA I was referred to the working committees.
6.2

l.!e,E.o£.t_bz .,!h2. J?.r~sld~n.1.2.f_R.!gl0.,!!8-l:. .As!!.o..£i~tl0E.lI_(Doc.?g-V/53)

Mr. Ganji (president of Regional Association II) introduced his
report contained in the above-mentioned document. The re.port. covered two
distinct periods, namely, from last Congress to the fourth session of Regional Association II (October 1965), and from that date until 30 November
1966. He stated that an addendum to his report would be circulated shortly
to review developments from November 1966· to the start of Fifth Congress.
He noted that the present membership of the association was now 21 and
that'this represented a slight increase. He extended a welcome, to the
Delegate from the new Member, Nepal. Most of the resolutions and recommendations which had been adopted at the fourth session of the association
were ind:icated in his report. He wished to refer to the more important
developments.
A number of working groups had been e$tabllsheq and all were conducting their work by correspondence. One point of great importance which
had been discussed at the fourth session~ and which he wished to emphasize~
was that Congress should consider giving as~istance to working' groups to
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meet at least once between sessions of Congress. He pointed out that his
report contained three recommendations of a financial nature. In addition
to assistance required by working groups, it was recommended that assistance be given to those Asian countries experiencing difficulties in establishing their basic upper-air networks. Thia was particularly important
to the successful implementation of World Weather Watch. The final recommendation concerned rendering assistance for the preparation of a regional
climatic atlas.
There being no comments the report by the president of Regional
Association II was referred to the working-committees.

6·3

,lie.E.o.£t_h;[ .!h~ .l2r~s1d~n.!. .2.f....R~g1.0..£a! ~s~o.s.l~tl.o!r II! (Doc. Cg-V/54)
Mr. Bravo-Flores (vice-president of RA III) presented this report

on behalf of the president of the association~ who was not in attendance.
He invited Congress to consider the work of the association concerning the
implementation of World We~ther Watch. Congress, ~hould consid~r the possibility of allocating technical and financial assistance to Members of the
association according at their needs. Congress was also invited to study
the possibility of granting assistance to the president of the assoc"iation
and for the work of the working groups established at the fourth session
of the association~ particularly those engaged in agricultural meteorology
and in the preparation of an atlas fo~ South America. The speaker concluded by paying tribute to the co-operation shown by MSmbers during the fourth
session of the association. He also thanked the Sec-~etary-Gener.al of WMO
and members of the Secretariat for their- assistance.
There being no comments the report of the president of Regional
Association III was referred to the working committees.

6.4

lleJ2.o.tt_by .!.h~ :2r~sJA~n.!._ 2,f_ R~g!0.!2a..! AS$.,o.£i!,t.,.!.o.!! Y (DO?: Cg-V/41)
Mr. Giovannelli (president of Regional Association V) introduced

his report contained in the above-mentioned document. He pointed out that
this Region~ which was composed mainly of seas$ was the vastest of all the
WMO Regions. He believed that World Weather- Watch would bring important
improvements in the observational networks. The Region was particularly
interested in the collection of meteorological data over oceans and the
ship station prograrnme~ and the establishment of upper-air stations on
ocean islands. The recent Technical Conference on Automatic Weather Stations had noted some of the efforts made.in this field by Members of the
Region. HoweverJ the- observation network over great expanses of _the
oceanic areas remained inadequate. Congress may wish to consider creating
a new regional assoc.iation south of latitude 60 south in order to improve
the technical structure of the present system. The improvement of the present observation network still remained an important goal and he hoped that
World Weather Watch would achieve this. In conclusion the speaker thanked
all Members of the association and the staff of the Secretariat for their
assistance.
There being no comments the report by the president of RA V was
referred to the working committees.
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!e.2o,E,t....b,l !h~ ,Er2.,s.!d2,n! 2,f....R2.g..!.o!!.al:. !.s!!.o~l~t!o!!. .YI_(Doc. Cg-V/52)

Mr. Perov!6 (president of Regional Association VI) introduced his
report contained in the above-mentioned document. He pointed out that
most of the 28 resolutions and 3.0 recommendations adopted at the fourth
session of the association had been implemented· in -the last two years. The
recommended regional synoptic network~ as regards surface stations, was
practically fully implemented, whilst the state of implementation of the
upper-air observational programme reached 92 to 95 per cent. The question
of the regional meteorological centres for Europe had not been fully resolved. One of the difficulties was that most of the countries in the
Region were already highly developed as regards their national meteorological surface. Final decisions in this respect would have to be taken at
Fifth Congress.
The International Meteorological Teleprinter Network in Europe
(IMTNE) had been e~tended and its programme had been improved and coordinated with the existing lCAO/MOTNE system.
All five working groups which had been established at the last
session of the association were very active, especially the working group
on meteorological transmissions.
The speaker then drew attention to the proposals "for action contained in his report. In conclusion, he expressed sincere thanks to "all
those who bad helped him to fulfil his tasks.
There being ~o comments the "report of the president of RA VI was
referred to the working committees.
(See also paragraph 8~

1·

Reports by the preSidents of technical commissions (Agenda
item 2.3)

Ml'~ Mathur" (president of the Commission for
Instrwnents and
Methods of Ob~ion) submitted his report contained in the above-mentioned document. His report reviewed the activities of the commission
over the four-year period since last Congress. He characterized this period as one of widening horizons and expanding activities for the commission as indeed for WMO as a whole. It had also been a period of critical
assessment. The World Weather Watch concept had brought great urgency to
the problem of the standarization of "observational techniques. The co~
mission had given considerable attention to the study of some of the new
techniques, and to training in the ~ield of meteorological instruments and
methods o~ observation, as well as to comparisons of various types of meteorological instruments. In the latter case, both short- and long-period
comparisons were in progress. He hoped that the recommendation of the
commission concerning the e"stablishment of world radiation centres would
shortly be taken up for implementation by Members. The views of the other
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technical commissions on accuracy requirements of meteorological instruments had been obtained and were being stUdied. Information on instrument development in various countries was being collated with a view to
keeping Members informed. Various Technical Notes had been prepared by
the commission and others were in the process of being drafted. Various
chapters in the Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Observatlopal Practices had been revised and some new chapters added.
Concerning the training of personnel in the field of meteorological instruments, the wide variety of instruments in use amongst Members
made standardization of training programmes and preparation of syllabi a
difficult undertaking. In addition, Congress should consider the problem
of attracting sUitable personnel in this field in the face of severe competition for qualified engineers and technicians in non-meteorological
fields. The speaker pointed out that the work ~f the commission covers
many specialized fields and is of necessity distributed to a large number
of working groups and rapporteurs. He was of the opinion that the commission requires special consideration regarding finances for the meetings of
these working groups and for the comparison of various instruments. He
asked Congress to lend support to the commission in this respect. In conclusion he thanked his colleagues for their enthusiasm and expressed gratitude to the Secretary-Ge~eral and the Secretariat for their co-operation.
There being no comments, the report by the president of the
Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation wa& referred to the
working committees.

lfel!,or.t_bZ 7th~ .,£r~s..!.d~.! ,£f_t.!!e_C'£ll!.!i.:!s..!pE. !0.E.1!YjF.£m!.t~or.01:.0g
,Doc. Cg-V 46)

Mr. Kohler (president of the Commission for Hydrometeorology)
submitted his~t contained in the above-mentioned document. He pointed
out that the first two sections of the report were devoted to activities
of the commission between Fourth Congress and the second session of the
commission. He did not wish to dwell further on these sections. However~
he wished to express thanks on behalf of the commission to the Government
of Poland for having provided host facilities for the session.
In Section III the activities and the progr~ss of the ten working
groups established at the second session of the commission were discussed.
The speaker drew attention to the activities of the Working Group op Guide
and Technical Regulations. At the time of preparing his report it was expected that a report by the group would be ~orthcoming prior to Congress.
This had~ however, not proven possible and the reasons for the delay were
contained in Doc.Cg-V/7l. He also invited attention to the establishment
of a Working Group on Hydrometeorological Aspects of the World Weather
Watch. The group was preparing to hold a session in ,the near future. The
urgency for publication of the Guide to Hydrometeorological Practices 1n
all four official languages of the Organization was stressed. In this
respect he had been informed that the Spanish and French versions would
soon be av~ilable.
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Concerning the plans for the future activities of the commission~
the most important would be the holding of the third session of the commission" tentatively set _for March/April 1968. The speaker wished t9 associate..,
himself with the presidents of other technical commissions in requesting
that adequate financial support be made available for meetings of working
groups. No specific action was called for on this report, but some paragraphs will be relevant to other agenda items.
The speaker informed Congress that the Executive Committee Panel
of EXperts for the International Hydrological Decade at a recent meeting
bad reviewed in detail the Decade programme under way. The panel considered
that the planned Secretariat staff might be insufficient to cope with
the requirements sinne this staff' handles both the commission and the Decade
progranune.
In conclusion he wished to acknowledge the assist'ance of the
president of the Executive Committee and the Secretary-General and to extend his thanks.
There being no comments the report by the president of the Co~
mission for Hydrometeorology was referred to, the working. committees.
Report by the preSident of the Commission for Agricultural Meteo-

£.oIoi£.(Do-;:cg.v74"'i)- --- - - - -- - -- - -- - - - ----Mr. Smith'(presldent of the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology) present~s report contained in the above-mentioned document. He
wished to remind Congress that the purpose of a technical commission is to
increase our knowledge of the subject and to make use of it. It was in
order to increase our knowledge of agricultural meteorology that a new
working group had been established last year to deal with the fundamental
problems of the micrometeorQlogy~ Qr micro-physics~ of the boundary layer
of the earth'q atmosphere. The area involved was that from the plant root
to the top of the plant. It was very fortunate that the working group could
be composed of six, or seven of the finest experimental physicists'known to
th~ sp,eaker il! the world toq.ay.
Of the other working groups established by the cornmisaion at_ its
third session many have submitted their reports while the remainder are expected tq do so shortly. These report~ will be consolidated and published
as'a TeclmicaI' Note. The sp~aker noted that there were very few textbooks
available on agricultural meteorology but the Teclmical N9tes produced by
WMO are. of the highest standard.
Particular thanks were due to. the working group~ under.,tb.e chairmanship of Mr. de Villiers 3 which had produced syllabi for instruction in
agricultural meteorology. There was an essential.need for training meteorol~gists in agriculture and agriculturalists in meteorology.
The report
mad been acclaimed as excellent.
In conclusion he considered that one futUre activity of the com-mission should be for each member of the commission to prepare a review
article on the work done in his country in this field. This wou~d help to
consolidate the voluminous technical papers which were being produced. He
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expressed the hope that the commission could contribute to an increase of
food production in the world.
There being no comments the report of the presiderit of the Cornmission for Agricultural Meteorology was referred ~o the working committees.

.!!e.E0,E.t_bx .,!h£ .E.r~~~n12.f_tl!e_C2.lI!!!i.=!s.!.o,!2
£ol~~ (Docs.Cg-V/50 and Add.l)

!'.o;E. ~e£o.£a~t..!.c,!!l__M~t~o.:.

Mr. Dwyer (president of the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology)
presented his report in the above-mentioned document. The main event for
the commission since Congress had been its third session which in fact
determined the work programme of the commission.
The third session had
been noteworthy in that members had manifested great scientific interest
in studying its questions. This had led to a firm expression by its members
that future meetings be arranged on a scientific, rather than on a procedural or organizational, basis.
The speaker wished to draw attention to some of the more important
matters. Seven working groups with terms of reference composed of some 40
technical experts Pad been established-spread as wide as possible amongst
the Membership. This provided an opportunity to tap the expertise of the
Membership in a broad manner. Three of the working groups had already completed their work. The Working Group on Aviation Forecasts~ which had been
established but a few months ago, held its first session from 13 to 17 March
and its report was currently being examined.
The speaker noted that at the request of Fourth Congress the Executive Committee, at its eighteenth session, had examined the technical
structure of the Organization and made various proposals. He had been able
to work very satisfactorily within the ambit of the present General Regulations and the few deficiencies were felt to be adequately covered by the
above-mentioned proposals. In his opinion the main weakness was that working groups having completed their terms of reference could not be immediately disestablished.
He was very pleased to note that the Executive Committee had recommended to Congress that provision be made for permitting the attendance
of the presidents of the technical commissions at sessions of the Executive
Committee. He considered the committee would derive similar benefits from
such attendance as from the attendance of the presidents of regional associations.
With respect to the future work of the commission this had been
categorically stated in paragraph 7 of his report.
He referred to two future meetings of the CAeM. Firstly, the fourth
session of the commission will be held in Montreal from 14 November to 13
December 1967. It will be held simultaneously with the fifth Air Navigation Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization. He expressed
concern over participation at this meeting by Members of the Organization
and urged that the fullest possible ~articipation be ensured. Second1y~ a
scientific and technical conference of the commission will be held in London
between 18 and 29 March. This will represent a highlight in the history of
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the Organization in that it will draw_ together the theoreticians and practitioners in the science of aeronautical meteorology. He hoped that the
conference would determine how meteorology could best be applied to Serve
aviation. The advent of commercial supersonic transport flights presented
a challenge which should be met with great credit to the Organization. He
again urged permanent representatives present at Congress to ensure full
attendance.
In conclusion the speaker acknowledged
colleagues.

t~e

assistance of all his

There being no comments, the report by the president of the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology was referred to the working committees.
(See also paragraph

9.)

The meeting rose at 5.37 p.m.
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4 April 1967, at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting opened at 9.40 a,m.
The President annolUlced that Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) had been
elected chairman of the Credentials Committee.

§..

Reports by the presidents of regional associations (continued)
(Agenda item 2.2)

(See paragraph 6.)
8.1

1!eE..o£.t_h:r..!h2- .E..r~s!d~n! E,.f_R!:..g.!.o.!!.al !s!~..o.£.i!!:.t!o!!.
(Doc. Cg-V/42)

F

Mr. NGble (president of Regional Association IV) submitted the
report contained in document Cg-V/42. He drew attention to the fact that~
on 22 December 1966, Guyana had become a Member of WMO and accordingly a
Member of RA IV.
Mr. Nicholls (Trinidad and Tobago) referred to paragraph 5.12 of
the report of the president of RA IV on the need for long-term fellowShips
for the training of Class I meteorological personnel. He considered that
this was not only of regional interest -- but of interest to all developing
countries. The limited number of fellowships that had been provided for
by the New Development Fund (NDF) fell far short of satisfying the urgent
need for these fellowships and he noted with concern that even this limited
provision, under the NDF, would cease to exist in the fifth financial period. Unless developing countries are served by their nationals at the,
highest level of proficiency, a large part of the vastly expanded programme
of world met€orologlcal activities would operate under a severe handicap.
~e urgea all dele~ates attending .the Programme and Budget Cqmmittee
to give special consideration to the possibility of finding financial room
in the budget for the provision of long-term fellowships and for increasing the number available.
Mr. Goldbrunner (Venezuela) f~lt that the Secretariat Note on the
first page of document Cg-V/42 required some clarification. In the Spanish
text the spelling of the new Member "Guyanall should be corrected. He stated
that this new Member is in fact a Member of RA III and not RA IV.The Government of Venezuela would submit a statement of clarification in connexion
with this new Member.
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Mr. Ramirez (Cuba) stated that his country had been unable to
take part in the fourth session of RA IV in Ashevi:le and had therefore
not been in a post tiOil to inform the a~;sociation of the progress that had
recently been made in his country towards improving the knowledge of the
tropical Caribbean. Much had. been accomplished in the last three years;
fifty meteorological stations of various types had been set up; Nore than
260 observers had been trained to man these stationsJ a meteorological
training centre of high academic standards had been established and it
was hoped that by 1970,80 new_meteorologists would be trained; 3 radar
stations had been built for the surveillance of hurricanes; steps were
being taken to receive and process data from meteorological satellites;
and to set up radio facsimile receiving sets. He apologized for taking
up the time of Congress but as he had not'been able to do so be~ore~ he
had taken the opportunity of informing f~llow Members of the meteorological
developments in his ccnmtry.
There being no further comments,the report of the president of
Regional Association IV was referred to the working committees.
(See also parlilgraph 53.),
~.

Reports by presidents of technical commissions (continued)
(Agenda item 2.3)
(See paragraph 7.)

9.1

.!!.eE,.0E.t_bz. !,h!:, £.r~s!d!:..n.!
(Doc. Cg-vj49)

£.f_t!!e_C'£'lll!!!.i~s.!.0E.

foE.

£lEn~t.£.l.£.~

,

Mr. BOUghner (president of the Commission for Climatology) submitted the: report contained in document 49 (Cg-V). In briefly reviewing
the activities of the commissioI,l" the president highlighted the publication of five important TeChnical Notes ?lld the completion of 1) chapters
of the Guide to Climatological Practices. Since the very successful fo~rth
session of the commission held in StoCkholm two of the seven working groups
had met and two of the eight rapporteurs had alre0dY completed_ their tasks.
In this cQnnexion he expressed his appreciation for the ~xcellent facilities provided by the Swedish Government for the highly successful f9urth
session of 4he commission held in StoCkholm.
He s'tressed that the 'slow progress being made toward the completion of the regional climatic atlases was a matter of real concern to the
commission. However~ it seemed that several of the atlases might be published in the near futUre if sufficient funds were made' available. He requested that Fifth Congress take positive action to support the progranune.
The speaker concluded by mentioning a few of the decisions of the
Advisory Working Group of CCl which had been convened just prior to the
opening of Congress. Attempts were to be made to foster closer relationships between the commission and the scientific unions. This would-involve an intensified programme of symposia and it had been recorrunended by
the working group that one Symposium on Applied Climatology and Urban
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Climate be held in 1968 and a Symposium on Basic, Physical and Dynamic
Climatology be held in conjunction with the fifth session of eel in 1969.
There being no comments the report of the president of the Commission for Climatology was referred to the working committees.

9.2

.!!e.l?..o.E:t_bL .!.h~ I!..r~s1.d~n.!. .£.f_ t!!e_C£lll!!!i~s.!.o!!. !.oE.. ~a.!:i.!.i!!e_M~t~0!9loy
(Doc. Cg-V/44)

Mr. MQLeod (president of the Commission for Maritime Meteorology)
He did not wish to
repeat the information contained in that document, but instead he wished
to comment on severa+ matters of concern to his commission.
submitted the report contained in doclillI.ent Cg-v/44.

He drew attention to the reluctance in exploiting the advantages
of new and better instruments and facilities and in introducing new and
more effective procedures. From the maritime point of view he wondered
how many years would pass before ships would either copy a facsimile broadcast of the latest satellite cloud pictures 3 analysed and simplified for
thern 3 or 3 with mo.dified APT equipment 3 would intercept their own pictures
of the current cloud systems. It seemed to him that more effort should be
directed at finding out what weather information our customers needed and
then at designing our systems so that the right services in the best form
may be provided.
He stressed that recruited merchant ships provided the best m~ans
of obtaining weather reports from ocean areas and that the comparatively
-large percentage of possible reporting ships which did make reports depended on maintaining the goodwill of ships I officers and ship owners. Much
of this essential goodwill and co-operation might be lost if ships I reports
were not properly utilized l if too much of a burden was placed on the duties
of the sbips' officers. We must endeavour to automate as much of the observing on ships as practical. He also referred to" the recent developments
in synoptic oceanography and stressed the need for ensuring that data from
ocean areas -- from the oceans themselves and from the atmosphere above -were not handled in separate meteorological systems of observing and communications. The establishment of a joint WMO/IOC panel should do much
to prevent unnecessary dup.1ication and to ensure maximum efficiency in the
collection of scientific data from ocean areas.
He pointed out that one further"problem of CMM was one of "housing".
The fifth session of CMM was due to meet early in 1968 and no Member kad
yet offered to act as host for the session.
Referring to his report, he invited the special attention of Congress to the matter of observing wind, air and sea temperature, and waves
on ships. The observation of these elements was especially difficult on
ships and if a high degree of accuracy is required ships' officers must be
given the tools and techniques to do the job.
There being no further comments, the report of the president of
the Commission for Maritime Meteorology was referred to the working committees.
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~e:e.o.E.t_b'y .:J:.?~ E!'~s.!d~~

~e.!.eQ..r~l£g;[ (Doc.

£f_ t!!e_C£m!!!.i~slo~ !,oE, £y!!'oE..t,!.c

cg-v/45)

Dr. Sen (president of the Commission for Synoptic Meteorology)
submitted the report contained in document Cg-V/45. He indicated that he
would not go into details contained in his report but wished to highlight
several points in this connexion.
He stressed the activities of the working group on meteorological codeS which was concerned with the assessment of data requirements
and~ ultimately, with the revision of meteorological codes.
Revised
upper-air code forms and aviation codes were presented at the fourth session of 9SM held at Wiesbaden in March 1966. These have been approved
and will take effect on 1 January 1968. Sufficient informa·tion has not
yet been collected on surface data requirements and more information will
be necessary before the code can be changed.
He also discussed the activities of the working group on meteorological telecommunications indicating that the most important aspects have
been the improvement of exchanges in the Northern Hemisphere Exchange System and the implementation or exchange of southern hemisphere data. A plan
has been drawn up by this working group for the exchange -of these data in
connexion with the requirements of the world meteorological centres. He
mentioned that the New-Delhi -- Melbourne link has been established during
the past year and arrangements have been made for the exchange of data between the northern and southern hemispheres.
He also discussed the activity of the working group on methods of
analysis and prognosis in the tropics. This group has determined that it
is not possible to recommend anyone particular method of analysis and
prognosiS in tropical regions which would be superior to others. AccordinglY3 a rapporteur has been appointed to keep abreast of developments.
Dr. Sen remarked that the Commission for Synoptic Meteorology was
aware that the major activities of the World Weather Watch fall~ to a large
extent, within the sphere of interest of the commission. Paragraph 3.3.1
of document Cg-v/45 reflects the commission's views on this matter.
Dr. Sen expressed his appreciation to the Government of the
Federal RepUblic of Germany for the excellent facilities provided for the
fourth session of the Commission for Synoptic Meteorology.
In conclusion, he pointed out that, unless adequate financial assistance is provided to the developing countries 3 improvement in teleco~
munications will be sloW.

There being no further comments, the report of the president of
the Commission for Synoptic Meteorology was referred to the working committees.
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Mr. Gabites (president of the Commission for Aerology) submitted
the report contained in document Cg-v/65 and its addendum. He expressed
the commission's appreciation for the excellent facilities provided by
the Government of Belgium upon the occasion of the fourth session of the
commission held in Brussels in July 1965.
In his report, he emphasized that meteorologists have two basic
tasks, to gain a better knowledge and understanding of the atmosphere and
to apply these for the benefit of mankind. In this connexion, he discussed
the activities of a number of working groups of the commission.

The Working Group on Tropical Meteorology has been devising a
plan for intensified study of the atmosphere in an area of intensified
observations. The Working Group on the Stratospheric Warming Experiment
has concent.rated on an investigation of the relationship between upperair- and surface meteorology and this expertment is proposed as a part of
the Global Atmospheric Research Project. He also discussed the work of
other working groups of the commission as submitted in his report.
There being no further comments, the report of the president of
the Commission for Aerology was referred to the working committees.
Mr. Fedorov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) remarked that
the system of teChnical commissions has performed a vital function in fulfilling important technological tasks which are the most significant as_
pects of the work of the Organization. However. their work has been con_
ducted in the face of some difficulties and there are certain shortcomings
in the present structure of ' the teChnical commissions. He drew the attention of Congress to three questions connected with this matter.
Firstly. there is a need for greater co-ordination between the
work of the technical commissions and the various plans and projects con_
nected with the World Weather Watch. The planning of the various phases
of the World Weather Watch should be carried out through the technical
commissions wherever possible.
Secondly, the teChnical commissions, in general, function at a
rather slow pace. This is occasioned, in part, by the fact that sessions of
a technical commission are held only once every four years and that these
sessions, in actuality •. interfere somewhat with the normal activities of
the commission. These sessions are extremely valuable but their work
should be augmented by a group within the commission whidh would meet
more frequently. under the leadership of the president of the commission, to implement and advance its decisions.
Finally, since meteorological technology is evolving rapidly, the
terms of reference of certain commissions should be reconsidered and perhaps modified in order to avoid overlapping of the work of various commissions and in order to encompass all teohnical problems which arise.
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JiIr. Fedorov, on behalf of his delegation, then expressed his ap-

preciation for the efforts of the presidents and all who worked in the teCh_
nical commissions.
The President noted -that consideration of agenda items 2.2 and 2.3
had been concluded. He expressed his thanks to the presidents of the regional associations and the teChnical commissions. Reports of the presidents of the regional associations were referred to the working committees
and the reports of the presidents of technical commissions were referred
to the technical committee.
The Secretary-General acknowledged the expressions of appreciation
for the assistance of the Secretariat made by the presidents of constituent
bodies. He further thanked the president for his co-operation in carrying
out the tasks of the Secretariat.
(See also paragrapfi 54.)
The Secretary General announced that Barbados had deposited the
instrument
accession on 22 March 1967 and will. on 21 April 1967. become the 130th Member of the Organization.

of

The meeting rose at 11.03 a.m.
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MINUTES OF THE FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

5 April 1967, at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting opened at 2.40 p.m.

lQ.

The President welcomed Mr. -Paul

Hoffman~

Administrator of the

United Nations Development Programme, who was present at the meeting, and
referred to the importance of the activities of WMO under this Programme.
He said that through th~ medium of this Programme it had been possible to
render substantial assistance for the benefit of the national Meteorological Services of a number of countries, and hoped that assistance could also
be given through this Programme in the implementation, _at the natiol).al
level, of certain aspects of World Weather Watch. It was for this reason
that the cabled message received from the UNDF, which was read out on the
day of opening of the Congress, was so encouraging. Delegates to Congress
were there~ore awaiting with interest the statement that he would be making personally at the meet-ing. With these remarks the President invited
Mr. Ho~fman to address the Congress.

Mr. Paul Hoffman, Administrator of the United Nations Development
Programme, then made the following statement:
IIMr-. President,
IIIt is indeed a privilege to address such a distinguished Congress.
May I convey my own best wishes, and those of Mr. David Owen, the CoAdministrator o~ the UNDP, for the success o~ your important meetings
here. May we also express our admiration for the World Meteorological
Organization's long record of outstanding work, which actually, of
course, dates back to 1873 with the establishment of what was then the
International Meteorological Organization.
III should like to dwell, however, upon more recent times, upon
the years of fruitful collaboration between the United Nations Development Programme and its predecessors, and the World Meteorological Organization. As of January 31, 1967, WMO had assumed responsibility for
the day-to-day supervision and over-all technical execution of 16 UNDPassisted projects in the Special Fund component calling for a total expenditure by the Development Programme and the recipient countries of
more than 36 mUlion dollars. A number of these projects have been
successfully completed, with the services created or strengthened by
WOOO being continued and even expanded by the recipient governments. The
implementation of other projects is well advanced, and some additional
projects are due to commence operation in the near future.
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"Of particular note has been WMOIS work in developing and improving meteorological and hydrological networks to provide basic planning

data for water resources development~ conservation and utilization in
Africa 3 ~sia and Latin America. These efforts have already made a significant impact on the formation of agricultural and industrial plans
in Ecuador, Peru, Chile and several other countries. Additional joint
UNDP/WMO projects deal with the establishment of applied research institute~, the training of meteorologists and the development of early
warning systems to minimize weather damage.
IIOur two Organizations have further successfully collaborated in
the completion of hundreds of smaller-scale technical assistance activities for the provision of specialized meteorological services -- towards
defraying the cost of which the UNDP and its predecessors have allocated
more than 9 million dollars. WMO has also provided numerous countries
with operational experts to serve until such time as nationals of the
countries concerned can assume those duties themselves. In additions
a sizeable number of fellowships for work and advanced study abroad in
meteorology and allied fields have been awarded under UNDP/WMO auspices.
"I should particularly like to mention that we are all indebted
to WMO and its able Secretary-General for imaginative initiatives in
planning a World Weather Watch. The World Weather Watch~ as you know,
is harnessing the latest scientific and technological hardware -- including weather satellites, electronic computers, and other data-processing equipment -- to the search for a greater understanding of basic
atmospheric physical processes, as well as for a global exchange of
weather reports on a several-times-daily basis. Though a costly and
complex undertaking, the World Weather Watch promises to be of incalculable value to agriculture, aviation, shipping and a host of other fields.
liAs the UNDP's Associate Administrator, Mr. Paul-Marc Henry, remarked during the Development Programme1s Governing Council session in
January, the World Weather Watch will ultimately evolve into an integrated system allowing accurate long-term forecasts, improved protection
of crops and urban centres and possibly even the control by man of toe
climate in which he lives. To the extent permitted by its resources
and the increasing flow of requests for project assistance, the UNDP
hopes to play a constructive role in the implementation of the World
Weather Watch by continuing its assistance to the improvement of national and regional -- and thereby global -- meteorological services.
"Future requests from governiTlents for assistance to projects concerned with meteorological services Will, I assure you, receive our most
careful consideration. For, as you realize better than most people~ both
short and long-range climatic conditions have a profound impact on econom·ic development and on basic human welfare, partioularly in the lowincome countries where the success or failure of a single growing season
can literally be a matter of life or death.
IIMeanwhile, as I reported to our Governing Council~ the UNDP has
taken a number of specific steps to expand and improve its collaboration with the participating agencies, both at the headquarters and field
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levels. As an agency with no field representatives of its O'Im~ the
World Meteorological Organization must depend to some extent upon the
UNDP's resident representatives for the co-ordination and liaison services which they are in a Position to supply. Our resident representatives are ready to serve your needs in the futUre as they have in the
past.
III should like to stress this partnership aspect of our relations.

Together with governments~ and other multilateral and bilateral assistance programmes, we are engaged in a global effort to raise living standards to the point where all men may live in decency and dignity. If we
are to reach this objective~ with all the attendant benefits it offers
for world stability and prosperity. we must. in my opinion. double and
then redouble our co-operative endeavours. Surely, this goal. towards
which we all aspire. is worth our best combined efforts in the years
ahead. Weather knows no national boundaries, no political or economic
or ideological differences -- and its universality should serve as our
guiding symbol. 1I
The President thanked Mr. Hoffman on behalf of all delegates for
his interesting and encouraging statement, and said that it was very reassuring to hear from him that the United Nations Development Programme wished to playa constructive role in the implementation of illorld ''leather Wat.ch
by continuing its assistance towards the improvement of meteorologic"al services.
11.

General consideration of technical programme and maximum expend-

It~r~s::f£r::12~-I91nAg;:ndaite;;;

6.I)(DoCs:- cg :VT3-: 4, 6b and 67)

The President gave the floor to the Secretary-General.
The Secretary General presented the documents relating to this
agenda item and made the following remarks:
liThe

documents which have been submitted under this agenda item

are Cg-V/3, 4, 66 and 67.
liThe first of these, document 3, contains the Secretary-GeneralIs
proposals for the programme and budget for the next financial period.
and in my remarks, this afternoon. I shall refer mainly to this document.
"Document 4 contains the report of the Executive Committee on the
Secretary-GeneralIs proposals and, where appropriate in my remarks. I
shall make some reference to this document also.
rrDocument 66 contains some views on this subject submitted by the
United Arab Republic and further explanation of these views will no
doubt be given by the U.A.R. delegation in due course.
rrDocument 67 invites the attention of Congress to a point relating
to the question of the liaison between WMO and the International Civil
Aviation Organization. which, because of its budgetary implications, has
been submitted by the President of the Organization under this agenda
item.
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lIBefore reviewing the substance of document 3, it may perhaps be
useful if I say a few words in explanation of the form of presentation
of the programme and budget, since the form in which it has been submitted differs substantially from the form which has hitherto been used.
Those delegates who were present at Fourth Congress will recall that a
document giving a great deal of very detailed information about the proposed budget was submitted on that occasion. Congress decided that thE
consideration of the budget in such detail was not Justified and in its
report Congress requested the Executive Committee to suggest a procedure
for avoiding discussions of details of minor importance. Congress also
requested the Secretary-General to present~ if possible~ the maximum
expenditures for the fifth financial period in such a form that it could
restrict its consideration to the ~ items of expenditure.
1IThe Executive Conunittee. in conformity with the request of Fourth
Congress, gave consideration to this matter and a new form of presentation was accordingly developed and was given general endorsement by
the Executive Committee. This therefore is the form in which the budget
is now presented.
III will not attempt to describe in detail this form of presentation since all the necessary information is given in the document itself. I would simply like to stress, however, that in its present form
all activities and expenditures relating to a particular aspect of the
programme of the Organization are now presentea together. Just to give
one example, in the previous form of the budget there was one single
item on meetings of working groups, whereas in the present form, the
proposals for meetings of working groups, Congress. the Executive Committee and the other constituent bodies are all identifiable separately
under the appropriate parts of the budget. I should also like to mention that every effort has been made to present the budget in such a
way that, in accordance with the directive of Fourth Congress. this
present Congress may restrict its consideration to the main items of
expenditure.
uTurning now to the programme and budget proposals themselves, I
would like -to invite your particular attention to the introduction to
the document which reviews the major developments which I felt should
be borne in mind when the budgetary proposals are being considered. It
may be useful if I briefly mention the salient points of this introduction. In the first place the introduction points out that the adoption by each successive Congress of the programme and budget of the WMO
for the subsequent period is always an event of great significance to
the course of international meteorology. The responsibility which falls
upon Fifth Congress in regard to the programme and budget for the coming
period assumes however an exceptional importance. This arises mainly
from the unprecedented opportunities which new scientific and technological developments present for the advancement of the knowledge of atmospheric sciences and the practical application of such knowledge to
human activities. Reference has already been made to these opportunities
by previous speakers including the President of the Organization in
presenting his address at the opening ceremony a few days ago.
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"Such encouraging developments must evidently be reflected in the
activities of the WMO if maximum progress is to be achieved and if maximum benefits are to be reaped by all countries of the world. The programme presented therefore represents a sUbstantial expansion over that
approved by Fourth Congress and the budgetary provision which is proposed inevitably shows a corresponding substantial increase. This, I feel,
will scarcely be surprising to the delegates to Congress, all of whom
will be fami~iar with the recent developments in meteorology and with the
increased activities. and programmes in this field in their own countries.

"It is in the light of the very exceptional situation in which
world meteorology now finds itself that the proposals contain8d in document 3~ should~ I suggest~ be examined~ rather than from the point of
view of what might be considered as the normal growth of' an organization~
the responsibilities and opportunities of which have remained basically
the same as previously.
liThe developments and opportunities to which I have just referred
have to a large extent been crystallized into the concept of World
Weather Watch which of course constitutes another separate and particularlYimportantitem of the agenda. I will not. therefore. at this stage
spend much time in describing the developments which have led to the
fnrmulation of a plan for World Weather Watch and to the proposals for
the implementation of that plan. I feel sure. however. that it will be
readily realized that the success of the plan will depend to a great
extent upon the promptness and effectiveness with which WMO can meet its
responsibilities in this connexion. and although it seems that most. if
not all. of the implementation will be financed from sources other than
the regular budget~ there will inevitably be many responsibilities which
will fall to the Organization and in particular many duties which will
fall to the Secretariat. In addition there will be important responsibilities in the fUrther planning of World Weather Watch. Many speakers
including the President of the Organization have already explained that
World Weather Watch is a dynamic concept so that fUrther planning will
be essential if next Congress is to be in a position to adopt and modify
the plan to take into account the many new and promising scientific and
technological developments now appearing. For this reason, a new Planning Division is proposed in the Secretariat to replace the small and
somewhat experimental but very successful planning unit which was established by Fourth Congress. In addition to the creation of such a
Division there will need to be facilities for further planning meetings
and planning studies involving. in many cases. high-level consultants;
adequate budgetary provision should. it is felt. be made for such activities.
liThe advent of World Weather Watch will of course mean much greater
possibilities in the field of meteorological research. and under the
World Weather Watch agenda item. specific proposals which have come
forward from the WMO Advisory Committee will be considered. I refer
here to document Cg-V/72 which explains the budgetary implications of
these important proposals.
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liThe introduction to docwnent 3 also refers to the subject of collaboration with the United Nations and other international organizations~
and paragraphs 32 to 35 of that document give some comments on this subject to which I would invite your special attention, because the importance of this type of activity may perhaps not be quite as evident to
Directors of national Meteorological Services as are most of the other
activities of the Organization. WMO as a specialized agency of the
United Nations is required to take its place in the whole group of specialized agencies and has many important responsibilities in collaborating with the other agencies, Since all these agencies serve largely the
same countries as those which are Members of WMO~ the benefits of such
collaboration, although perhaps less direct~ in some cases, than the
normal WOOO activities, nevertheless reach and assist the Members of WOOO.
In this connexion it must be remembered that the nature of WMQ1s activities is such as to have a bearing on the activities of many of the other
specialized agencies who naturally look to WOOQ for assistance and support.
Representatives of several of the agencies made this point very clearly
when they spoke at the opening ceremony of Congress a few days ago. I
shall refer in more detail to the arrangements for liaison between WMO
and the United Nations and also between WOOO and the International Civil
Aviation Organization later in my remarks.
IIAnother important point, which I think should be kept in mind in
considering the programme and budget, is the greatly increased Membership of the Organization. In presenting my budget proposals to Fourth
Congress, I pointed out that one of the most significant developments
at that time was the emergence of a large number of newly independent
states and I stressed the need for the programme of the Organization
to be designed so as to give these states the advice and tbe assistance which they rightly sought. In the intervening period of four years
the same encouraging trend has continued. Many new countries have attained the status of independent states and, in almost all cases, these
new states have become Members of WMO and have shown the wish and the
ability to co-operate ef-fectively in the activities of' the Organization.
One of the encouraging features of World Weather_Watch is that it opens
the door to enabling such states to enjoy greatly improved meteorological services and hence to assisting in the economic development of the
countries concerned. In approving the 'i'lorld Weather Watch plan~ I feel
sure that Congress will keep- very much in mind the need to ensure that
the benefits are made available to the new countries as indeed to all
Members.
IIThis leads to the related question of technica.l assistance.
Virtually all the technical assistance rendered by WMO is given under
the Uniteu Nations Development Programme and it does not therefore
feature very prominently in document 3; similarly~ the proposals for
giving assistance to countries under the World Weather Watch implementation programme do not feature in this document. Both of these important questions will of course be fully discussed under other agenda
items~ and the needs of developing countries will ~oubtless be borne
in mind.
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., I would like now to turn to the budget itself J which has been
drawn up in an attempt to ensure that the items and the important developments to which I have just referred are adequately provided for.
liThe total budget proposals are about US $12.9 million as compared
with US $7.1 million for the last period. This is, as I have said, a
substantial increase. I would however like to remind you that we are
talking in terms of a budget for a four-year period. and in this connexion, I would invite your attention to the approximate annual ?udgets
for the next financial period, which might be contemplated if the overall budget is approved. These appear on page 18 of document 3 in the
English text. You will see that the approved budget for this present
year 1967 is about US $2.4 million while for next year, the first year
of the next financial period, a budget of about US $2.8 million could
be envisaged under the present proposals. rising to about US $3.6 million by the end of the period.
"On page 19 of the document, the total increase of US $5.7 million
for the next financial period as a whole has been divided as between
the three categories __ 'unavoidable increases!, (increases due to
improved linguistic servicesl and (increases due to technical programme
and supporting activities I; this last item being the greatest of the
three, although the other two are quite substantial. I might perhaps
say a word about the lingUistic services since these are referred to in
the report of the Executive Committee upon these proposals. In preparing the budget, I have followed strictly the decisions of Fourth Congress, that the four official languages should become equal working
languages of the Organization. I have, for example, assumed, even at
working group meetings, that we may require interpretation into four
languages. The Executive Committee has suggested that, without departing in any way from the equal treatment of all four languages, some
reductions in the proposed budget in this respect might be made and
Congress will doubtless give careful consideration to the views of the
Executive Committee on this matter.
"From page 21 onwards the details of the proposals are presented
under the six. Parts as follows:
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part

I

II
III IV

V
VI

Policy-making organs
Executive management
Programme of technical activities
Regional activities and UN liaison
Administration and common services
Other budgetary prOVisions

I think t~e contents of these Parts are self-evident from their respective titles.
ItEach part of the budget is divided into Sections and for each
Section the information is given under three headings:
The purpose of the Section
The estimated expenditure for the next period and the corresponding expenditure for the present period
Detailed explanations.
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!fAs I have already said .. I will not discuss each Part and Section

in detail~ but as the staff of the Secretariat constitutes an important
feature of each Part, some further words of explanation on this subject
seem desirable.

liTo meet developments such as those 1- have-been describing, the
Secretariat in its present form is neither adequate in size nor in
structure. Document 3 therefore puts forward new proposals for the
structure of the Secretariat. It will be seen that it has become necessary to insert a new organizational unit between that part of the Secretariat responsible for the over-alldirectio~ and the activities at the
divisional level where the detailed work takes place. For this reason,
three new units entitled 'Departments' have been proposed~ Apart from
this change~ however~ the general structure of the Secretariat has been
retained in so far as the Headquarters is concerned.
liAs far as Secretariat activities outside the Headquarters are
some further proposals are made. In particular~ three small
regional of~ices are proposed in Africa, Asia and Latin America~ because
it is considered that some arrangements shbuld be made for giving particular attenti0n to WMD activities in these three regions. This was
indeed recognized four years ago by Fourth Congress in respect of one
region, Africa, and the decision taken has in fact fully justified itself. Although, for various reasons which I will not take time to describe, the officer in charge of African affairs has been based in
Geneva, he has performed extremely valuable du,tJes_ and has fully demonstratedtheadvantage of having an officer giving special attention to
African problems.
concerned~

liAs a final point regarding the structure of the Secretariat, I
would like to mention the proposal to appoint a WMO Liaison Officer in
the United Nations in New York, who ~ould also haye responsibilities
for maintaining close liaison with rCAO. In this connexion, r would
like to invite attention to document 67 in which the President draws
attention to the fact that the Executive Committee Panel of Experts on
WMO/ICAO Relations, which met a short time ago in Geneva, came to the
conclusion that there was a need·to improve the liaison with the lCAD
headquarters~ both to ensure that the benefits of the World Weather
Watch should be applied to the maximum possible extent in meteorological
services for civil aviation throughout the world and also to ensure a
smoother and more effective application of the working arrangements
between the two Organizations. The Panel proposed that a full-time
liaison officer be appointed for this purpose. As I have mentioned~
my proposal is that these duties should be combined with those of
liaison with the United Nations-.
IIMr'. President, I believe I have said enough to. introduce this
document. Before I conclude~however, I would like to. make a few general
remarks upon the budget before you and the way in which it has been
prepared.

ago.

lilt should be remembered that the budget was prepared some time
The rules require that the ~ecutive Committee shall consider the
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budget before it is presented to Congress~ which means that it was
necessary for it to be prepared in its present form early in 1966,
while preliminary discussions on it took place in the preceding year
1965. Each financial period, the Secretary-General is therefore presented w~th the task of preparing a budget which will cover a period
some six or seven years ahead of the time at which his ideas have to
be formulated. At a time such as the present, when the science of
meteorology is developing so rapidly, this is obviously an extremely
difficult task. Even in the two-year period which has elapsed since
most of the ideas in this paper were formulated, there have been important new developments. For example, the research aspects of the
World Weather Watch and the future requirements for the planning of
the World Weather Watch haVe bee~ clarified considerably and the provision in the budget for some of these items may call for revision in
an upward direction. In particular, the provision for consultants for
planning activities and the provision for technical projects may already appear inadequate. Document 72 gives further information of the
f~ture World Weather Watch activities while only yesterday~ for example~
the president of CCI made a special plea for financial assistanc~ for
the required climatic atlas project. On the other hand~ the Executive
Committee1s report has suggested that possible reductions ~ certain
parts of the present proposals might be made. These will be matters
whtch will doubtless be looked into with very great care when the budget
is being considered in the committee. I would stress~ however, that it
seems to me difficult for the Organization to meet its important responsibilitiesin the years to come without a budget of at least the
same order of magnitude as that which has_been proposed.
liMe. President, the science of meteorology and WMO as the governmental organization appointed by countries of the world to deal with
this subject have tremendous opportunities for advancing scientific
knowledge of the atmosphere and for applying this knowledge for the
benefit of all countries of the world~ large and small. young and old.
The approval of an appropriate programme and budget for WMO will be
essential if' this opportunity is to be seized and if the progress we
all hope for is to be attained. II

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) pointed out that the views of the
United Arab Republic concerning the technical ~rogramme and maximum expenditures for the fifth financial period were contained in document
Cg-V/66 and he expressed confidence in the wish that these views be taken
into account by the Committee on Programme and Budget when dealing with
agenda items 6.1 and 6.2. He wished however to highlight some of the
facts on which this document was based. He was of the opinion that the
budget of the WMO, even taking into account the proposed increases J was
relatively small compared to other United Nations agencies with similar
responsibilities. He felt that although the proposed budget increase
appeared to be greatJ it represented the minimum requirement of the Organization to undertake its responsibilitie& in the light of the outstanding
developments now taking place in the science of meteorology and its applications. He stated that it must be understood that any increase in the
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budget of the WMO should aim at assisting the newly independent States
in developing their national Meteorological Services. Referring to the
meetings of the working groups and panels of experts of the Executive
Committee, regional associations and technical commissions, Mr. Taha
observed that these represented a substantial part of-the budget. While
he agreed that there was a need for increased funds to finance more of such
meetings he emphasized that this assistance should be restricted to their
requirements. He pointed out that document Cg-v!66 suggested th~ mechanism
by which this could he achieved. Concerning the structure of the Secretariat he agreed that there was a need to strengthen the Secretariat and felt
that the proposals made by the Secretary-General were reasonable. He was
of the opinion, however, that the efficiency and effectiveness of the proposed structure could be improved if each of the three departments proposed
were headed by an assistant secretary-general. In filling such posts, he
said, due regard should be given in accordance with paragraph 4.4 of the
Staff Regulations of the Organization to the reqUisite qualifications and
experience of persons already in service at the Secretariat. In respect
of funds required for the World Weather Watch he pointed out that,while not
objecting to the idea of a voluntary implementation fund, he felt it essential in view of the uncertainty of the VIF that the regular budget should
include a regular implementation fund to serve as a safe reliable source
for assisting Members in implementing the minimum essential requirements
of the WWW. Finally he suggested that increased funds be included in the
regular budget for holding training seminars which he considered the most
useful and effective form of assistance provided by WMO to newly-developing countries.
Dr. ~ (United States of America) said:
"M!:'. President:

"The World Meteorological Organization is at a crossroads. The
action we take on the financial matters before us will, in large measure,
determine which direction we take. Down one road lies the realization
of the promise that our modern technology opens up. Down the other lies
a continuation of the past. The exhibits outside this hall are standing
witnesses to the revolutionary changes which are taking place in our
science and technology. Four years ago at the last Congress many of
the exhibits demonstrating this technology which we have with us today
were mere talk. Even then, however, it was becoming clear what the
future portended. The World Weather Watch was conceived and its vast
implications for the social and economic well-being of all peoples in
all countries were clearly recognized. The past four years have seen
extensive planning for this critical programme. At this Cohgress the
time for action has come. The financial decisions we take at this time
will decide the extent to which we are prepared to move ahead.
"We have had careful preparatory work done for us by the Secretary_
General and his staff, by the Executive Committee at its annual sessions
and by the Member States themselves, which enables us to consider the
World Weather Watch plan proposed by the Executive Committee for implementation during the next financial period.

FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

49

"During this next period, we will wish to implement the World
Weather Watch Plan and at the same time undertake preparatory work for
the following period when further new technology should be incorporated
into the World Weather Watch.
"In aocordance with the traditions and practice of this Qrganizait will be the Members themselves who will carry the major finan~ia~ burden of implementing the World Weather Watch in their own territories and in other areas as well.
tion~

"However, we

ne~d,

at the same time .. a strong Secretariat and ade-

quate provision for the financing of the work of the WMO Staff and to

assist developing countries to implement the World Weather Watch Plan
in their territories.
liThe Secretary-General has provided us with excellent proposals on
this SUbject -- in document 3 on the Programme and Budget, in document 43
on the implementation o~ the World Weather Watch and in docum~nt 72,
issued yesterday, on the research and planning work needed to fUrther
the objectives of the World Weather Watch.
"I wish to conunend the Secretary-General for his many constructive
proposals, which must be considered with care by this Congress.
"Document 3 on the Programme and Budget serves as an excellent· basis
for our consideration of this subject.
liThe Secretary General has proposed an increase of approximately
$5,700,000 over the present financial period. He proposes a total. budget
of approximately $12~900,000.
"In our view there should be some reductions in these budget proposals. Reductions in the amount of about $1,200,000 could be made in
a number of the budgetary provisions proposed without jeopardizing the
Organization's ability to achieve its objectives.
"We believe these reductions could be made in budgetary provisions
relating to the proposed extraordinary Congress, which seems unnecessary,
some linguistic services which may not be needed, external offices which
perhaps need not be undertaken on as extensive a scale as proposed, and
staff costs in various budget sectors. We are prepared to support the
inclusion in the regular budget of money to provide for long-term fellowships which are not available from the UN Development Programme.

"r-w delegation also supports the proposal of the Secretary_General
in document 72 that about $500,000 be allocated in the budget to promote
research activities relating to the development of the World Weather
Watch during the next financial period as well as planning activities
preparing for the ~ollowing financial period.
"After adequate budgetary provision is made for the research and
planning activities proposed by the Secretary-General in document 72,
the over-all total for the regular budget for the next four-year period
1968-1971 need not exceed $12,200,000.
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liThe Secretary-General . has made proposals in docUJIient 72 on the
recommendation of the WMO Advisory Committee,- which has come forward
with proposals for the WMO participation in the Global Atmospheric
Research Programme. This programme is the research effort of the World
Weather Watch. It will provide the knowledge and understanding of
global weather processes which will enable us to achieve the complete
objectives of the World Weather Watch. The United Nations, in Resolution 1802, has called upon the International Council of Scientific
Unions to participate with the WMO in this work. and during. the past
several years joint steps have been taken by the two organizations to
lay the initial plans for this programme. However. the time has now
come when this programme also must move to the stage of detailed planning and implementation. To do this it will be necessary to formalize
arrangements whereby both groups can work together to meet th~ir goals.
This can only be done if those respqpsible meet and discuss all aspects
of the problem on a regular basis.
nIt is clear that to move this programme forward there is a need
now, to establish a joint wMojrcsu organizing group which will also have
a _permanent scientific and planning staff for this programme. There
have been many proposals on ways in which this can be accomplished. It
is essential that Congress take action to establish such a joint mechanism with ICSU, and also make adequate provision in its budget fo~
the necessary financial support of this activity.
III do not wish to go into the details of the financing of the World
Weather Watch, since this will be the subject of separate discussions
in Congress. However, I do wish to ~ake a few observations on aspects
Of this question rel~ted to the financing of the WMO programme_for the
next four-year period.
liThe financing of the World Weather Watch in the territory of Member States will be the responsibility of these States. However. we do
recognize that certain of the deVeloping countries may need assistance
to implement the World Weather Watch plan in their countries. My government supports the establishment of a voluntary a9sistance programme for
this -purpose. Woe support arrangements along the lines proposed by the
Secretary-General in document 43.
lIUnder these arrangements~ funds would not be provided in the regular programme and budget for this purpose. The New Development Fund
would not be continued.
nInstead~ Member States would be invited to contribute to a voluntary-assistance programme, which~ in our view~ would encompass two elements:
First~ a voluntary assistance fund, to which cash contributions
would be invited; and

Second~ an equipment and services programme, to which Member
States would be asked to contribute.
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liThe Secretary-General in his document on the Essential Elements
of the World Weather Watch (page 25) mentioned a tentative figure of
$5 million per year as being required for this purpose during the next
four-year period; that is a total of $20 million for the next fouryear period, 1968-1971.
"Of the $5 million a year expeoted to be needed, part of this
should be contributed in cash for the voluntary assistance fund and
part of this $5 million would be in equipment and services.
III believe this voluntary assistance programme should be adminis-

tered by the Secretary-General under the direction of the WMO Executive
Committee, in about the same manner as the New Development Fund.
IIAfter receiving the requests of developing countries for assistance 3 the Secretary-General would prepare and submit a list of projects
to the Executive Committee. After a project list is approved by the
Executive Committee 3 it would be circulated to Member States 3 inviting
them to provide equipment and services to meet the needs of the developing countries. Agreement would have to be reached between the _contri_
buting country and the WMO and also between the WMO and the recipient
country concerning the acceptability of the proposed equipment and services.
IIWhen eqUipment and services requested are not available from
Member States with respect to specific project requests3the Executive
Committee would then consider the allocation of financial assistance
from the proposed voluntary assistance fund.
liAs we visualize projects under the voluntary assistance programme.
they would involve capital and operating costs (for such items as upperair sounding equipment~ transmitting' and rece~v~ng equipment 3 dataprocessing equipment~ balloons and radiosondes), It seems particularly
appropriate to establish a voluntary assistance programme for such items
because 3 in principle, such capital and operating costs cannot be supported from the United Nations Development Programme.
Tr In our view,
the WMO voluntary assistance programme should not
undertake to meet the requirements of proJects which are eligible for
assistance from the UN Development Programme3 which has a budget of
ab6ut $200 million a year. The object of having a voluntary assistance
programme in the WMO is to meet specific -needs in -Member States which
cannot be met from other existing sources,

1Ir-tY delegation is ~ accordingly, prepared to support two finane.ing
programmes at this Congress:
First. one that would be of about the amount of $12.200.000 for
the four-year period 1968-1971. in the regular budget of the
Organization, and
Second. a voluntary assistance programme with a target of $20
million for the next four-year period. Part of this sum would
be in cash contributed to a voluntary assistance fund and the
remainder in equipment and services __ both parts to meet the
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needs of developing countries in implementing the World Weather
Watch plan to be adopted ~t this Congress. Cash contributed to
the voluntary assistance fund should be in readily usable currency, which is the same requirement as in the United Nations
resolution establishing the terms of reference of the UN Special
Fund. Readily usable currency~ ofoourse, simply means currency
which can be readily used for the purchase of equipment and services needed by "developing countries to meet their requirements
under the World Weather Watch plan.
!lIf a satisfactory voluntary assistance progrannne is established
along the lines I have discussed, which are essentially those proposed
by the Secretary-General, and also assuming other Member Sta~es contribute appropriately to this programme 3 my government is prepared to ask
the United States Congress to consider the merits of this programme and
to appropriate substantial funds to contribute to this programme 3 both
in cash for the voluntary assistance fund and in equipment and services
for the proposed equipment and services programme.

"MY delegation looks forward to working together with other delegation£ in the Programme and Budget Committee to reach agreement along
satisfactory lines for the adoption of a programme and budget for the
next four-year period and a voluntary assistance programme to assist
the developing countries in t~is Organization which will need assistance
in implementing the World Weather Watch plan in their territories.
uPresident Johnson yesterday in co~exion with the International
Co-operation Year took special note of the World Weather Watch. He- said:
'For centuries man I s inability to predict the weather far enough ahead
has caused incalculable human suffering and property damage from storms,
floods and natural disaster. The Congress of the World Meteorological
Organization is meeting this week to consider plans for the World
Weather Watch. The proposed world system will~ through international
co-operation~ lead to improved weather forecasting and protection of·
life and property and deserves wholehearted support of the American
people. .I am instructing our representatives to the meeting ~o pledge
the full and continuing participation of the United States in this
important endeavour.! II
Mr. ~ (United Kingdom) stated that the budget proposals had
come at a very critical juncture when meteorology was moving into a new
era~ and hoped that the approach taken in discussing the proposals would
be both constructive and critical. A clear idea of priorities should be
formulated so that the budget would be a reasonable balance between what
was to be achieved and the provisions to be made for it. The utmost value 3
he said~ must be obtained for the money spent. He pointed out, however,
that money was not necessarily the single most important thing. The proble~facedin meteorology throughout the world was one of availability of
scientific manpower. He hoped therefore that the meeting would be equally
aware of the problem for conservation of manpower and human r.esources as
for finance. He emphasized that-the question of training scientific manpower represented the weakest link in the World Weather Watch and hoped
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that, in setting up new organizations both within and outside WMO, maximum utilization would be made of the scientific manpower available. The
United Kingdom, he said, strongly supported the concept of the World Weather
Watch and was prepared to make a substantial contribution in all the phases
suggested in the documents presented to Congress by the Executive Committee
and the Secretary-General. It was also prepared to contribute in both cash
and kind to the voluntary assistance programme of the World Weather Watch.
In respect of the research programme, he agreed that a joint planning body
between WMO and ICSU should be set up to carry out the planning of the research element. He pointed out that Congress should consider carefully the
machinery and organization which should be set up for carrying out both the
planning of the WWW and its attendant research programme. He hoped that in
general, although not completely, it would be possible to separate as much
as possible the regular budget from the provisions of the WWW. In conclusion, Mr. Mason stated that he hoped that the budget proposals would be considered sympathetically and emphasized that unless an effort is made now
to launch WWW successfully this may not be possible again in this generation.
Mr. de Azc!rraga (Spain) thought it was encouraging that previous
speakers had been enthusiastic in their remarks on the budget which Congress
would have to approve. As pointed out the previous day, the Spanish delegation also felt that the Organization stood at a crossroads in its activities
and that the challenge presented by modern technology must be met with determination. In general, his delegation supported the programme and budget
submitted by the Secretary-General, as well as the comments made thereon
by the Executive Committee. He had, however, some remarks to make and felt
that there were four points which deserved closer consideration.
First, the presentation of the budget was in a new form. Although
it was a good method of presentation, he asked the Secretary-General to
make it possible to compare the proposed budget with past budgets so that
the increases in different items such as staff, conference services, etc.,
over the fourth financial period could be clearly seen.
The second point related to the over-all figure for the budget.
He believed that this figure could be reduced by approximately US $1.5 million without impairing the efficiency of the Organization. He invited the
Committee on Programme and Budget to consider how such a reduction could
be brought about.
The third was the distribution of figures within the budget.
Whilst it was desirable to give the Secretary-General flexibility. some
caution was necessary in modifying the structure of the Secretariat. The
Secretary-General's proposals would result in the staff being almost
doubled during the next financial period and would result in a very much
heavier financial burden than in the past.
The Spanish Delegation supported the general lines of the programme and budget submitted by the SecretarY-General, as modified by the
Executive Committee in the document cg-V/4.
Finally, the fourth point concerned the separation of the regu_
lar budget from the budget for the World Weather Watch. This important
programme should have its own separate resources.
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In conclusion J Ivir'. Azd.rraga stated that his delegation fully supported

the views of the representatives of the United Kingdom and of the United
States on the need for WMO to contribute to the' proposed atmospheric research programme. He favoured an increase in the budget to provide for
special working machinery. Congress should bear this need in mind.

Mr. SUssenherger (Federal Republic of Germany) recalled that the
increase in the proposed budget amounted to approximately 80 per cent more
than in the fourth financial period. The Secretary-General had explained
the important reasons justifying a rate of growth beyond the normal rate.
Intensification of the technical activity of WMO in connexion with the World
Weather Watch would call for more funds and more staff~ if as many plans
as possible drawn up were to be implemented during the fifth financial period. WMO had at all times been very modest in its demands~ considering
the world-wide scope of its activities and the resulting benefits for all
countries. Progress in the natural sciences was costly but~ nationally and
internationally~ was a worth-vlhile investment. For these reasons his delegation supported in principle the proposals put forward by the S~cretary
General as regards the programme and budget and the structure of the Secretariat.
The Federal-Republic of Germany recognized that WMO was facing
special circumstanc-es which would require special measures. The need for
more manpower in the technical divisions was supported, although some savings might be made except where they would be detrimental to progress in
the World Weather Watch. The proposed WWW co-ordination and management
unit was necessary~ but its functions should be clearly delimited from
those of the Planning Division. The modest increases in administrative
manpower should be approved by Congress.
The proposed regional offices in Africa, Asia and South America
constituted a thorny problem which required detailed study by the committees.
An alternative would be to begin with a regional office in Africa and to
appoint officers in the Secretariat to be responsible for Asia and South
America. This was the procedure followed by Fourth Congress for Africa
and, if considered successful, could lead to the setting up of offices in
the other regions at a later date.

Mr. SUssenberger considered that the Fourth Congress decision to
treat the four WMO working languages on an equal basis be adapted to actual
needs and that substantial savings would then result. The number of meetings of working groups s~ould also be reduced, perhaps by about 25 per cent.
More use should be made of the system of appointing rapporteurs. The budget
should be reduced by approximately US $600~OOO, and his Government would be
prepared to accept the obligations resulting from a figure not exceeding a
maximum of US $12.3 million.
He expected that the remainder of the WMO programme would relate
mainly to the World Weather Watch and he would again ask for the floor during the general discussion on that topic.

Mr. Gibbs (Australia) thought tbat the programme Congress would
approve for 1968-1971 would be the most important in the history of WMO to
date. If the opportunity were lost, world meteorology would be put back at
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least 20 years. It was dangerous to isolate some parts of the programme
from others and the various WMO programmes must be considered as an inte_
grated whole. A subtle change was taking place in the Organization~ which
was moving from a co-ordinating activity into the planning and management
field. It was necessary to proceed with caution and to see that plarming
is matched by implementation. Care would also be necessary to ensure that
planning enabled the troubles~ of which there had already been signs. to
be overcome and that implementation took place on a world-wide scale. The
focus of meteorological activity was in Europe and North America. and it
was important to raise the level of the less-developed Meteorological Services as well as increasing that of the highly-developed Services.
~. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) stated that the programme and budget con_
stitutedoneof the most important questions Congress faced, and he wished
to pay tribute to the work done on it by the Secretary-General. However,
he felt that the total figure was exaggerated when compared with the figure
for the fourth financial period. He noted that the figure quoted for the
present period included US $1.5 million for the New Development Fund, whereas the proposed budget did not take into account a similar measure. The
true increase was therefore twofold.

The main increase was not for technical activities but for the
Secretariat and regional offices. There was a need to raise the level of
the Secretariat and its various services, but not on the scale proposed.
The extraordinary Congress would not be needed and the increase in expenditure for the Executive Committee was too great. The number of meetings of
working groups could be reduced and the use of four working languages on
all occasions was not necessary. Common sense should prevail, and he believed that a great deal of the work could be done in one language. In
the Secretariat the internal work could be done in English or French only,
and four languages used for documentation etc. Substantial reductions could
be made in the budget in this way.

He fully supported the very important idea of a voluntary assistance fund, and his Government would participate in it. He stressed that it
must, even so, be of a purely voluntary nature as he did not consider that
the Organization had any authority to compel any Member to pay something
above that which was required for the Organization's normal activities. He
did not feel it wise to have another supplementary fund as had been proposed
by one delegation.
Mr. Fedorov did not support the suggestion for a liaison body
between WMO and the International Council of Scientific Unions (IeSU). Time
was precious and scientists needed to be able to devote it to their oWh
scientific work.
The Soviet Union fully supported the vlorld Weather Watch
and was making a substantial contribution to it.
Finally, he mentioned the impact on the national Services which
would result from the large increase proposed in the Secretariat staff. He
thought that the Secretariat should study Parkinson's Law but should never
use it in practice.
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Mr'. Stantchev (Bulgaria) supported the view that the WWW should
be a new juncture in the co-ordination of the work of national Meteorological Services. Referring to document Cg-V/3. it appeared t4at the organization of the WWW would run parallel to that for the other activities of the
WMO. It seemed that the Secretariat would develop in such a way that its
activities might, to a certain extent, replace the work of the working
groups. and even the technical commissions. He warned that if this trend
developed. the WWW and the Secretariat might become a kind of substitute
for the Organization. Concerning the draft budget. he was struck by the
fact that many of the increases were justified by the bringin~ to life of
the WWW. In his opinion~ the activities of the Secretariat would not increase by more than 50 per cent. He felt also that some of the increases
relating to the working groups and technical commissions were unjustified
in the light of the great overlap of interests between them. Referring
to the use of four languages in all work of the Organization. Mr. Stantchev
was of the opinion that in certain cases one working language was sufficient.
It was also clear~ he said. that there was now no need for the proposed extraordinary Congress. nor was it necessary to set up a United Nations
liaison office. He thought that further detailed study of the proposed
budget would reveal'that the increases suggested were double the amount
which was actually needed.

Mr. Goldbrunner (Venezuela) stated that the goal of this Fifth
Congress was first and foremost the World Weather Watch. As a result~ technical assistance would be provided to all countries throughout the world
regardles-s of their degree of development. Thi·s called for adequate planning. To ensure that the over-all plan was carried out in a smooth way~
adequate Secretariat staff must be available. In this context he said that
any plan of implementation must be drawn up in a democratic way. i.e. with
the joint effort of Member States. To this effect a great number of meetings of working parties would be necessary. He pointed out that as a result of the United Nations General Assembly resolution~ governments were
aware that WMO would submit to this Congress a large-scale plan for WWW
requiring corresponding sums of money_ The Government of Venezuela believed
that the WWW was a practical way of granting technical assistance to developing and under-developed countries and fully endorsed the budget for the
forthcoming period submitted by the SecretarY-General. Mr. Goldbrunner
added th~t his delegation now wished to support the concept of regional representation of the Secretariat services in some parts of the world. In the
view of his delegation, a regional representative is in a far better position to co-ordinate technical assistance. Finally, he pointed out that the
Publications Division of the Secretariat provided yet another valuable form
of technical assistance in the form of technical publications in the
Spanish language and urged that the publication in Spanish of technical
manuals. handbooks and particularly Volume B be considered in a favourable
manner.
(See also paragraph 15.)
The meeting closed at 5.35 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE FIFTH PLENARY MEETING

6 April 1967 at 3.00 p.m.

The meeting opened at 3.02 p.m.
12.

The President, on behalf of the assembled delegates, welcomed

U Thant, Secretary-General of the United Nations. He expressed their
gratitude to U Thant for consenting to address the Congress and thanked
him, in the name of WMO, for the .effedtive collaboration which has been
established between the United Nations and WMO.
U Thant (Secretary-General of the United Nations) addressed the
Congress in the following words:
IIMr. President, Mr. Davies and distinguished participants •. First

of all, I want to make .a ve~ brief reference to the very impressive
exhibits which I saw on my way to this Assembly. I want to take this
opportunity of congratulattng the sponsors of this exhibition f~r their
thoughtfulness and for the extraordinary progress made in the field of
WMO activities.
"1 am very glad to be able to join you at this session of the Fifth
World Meteorological Congress. I am happy that you are holding this
meeting in the United Nations Office in Geneva, b~t I remember very well
my visit to your own new building in Geneva some four years ago. I have
also known your Secretary-General, Mr. Davies,very well,who is my col_
league on the ACe from the time that I assumed my present responsibilities over five years ago. I am also glad to know that only yesterday
my friend and colleague, Mr. Paul Hoffman, addressed your conference in
this same hall.
III need hardly refer to the importance of the weather as a factor
affecting hwnan life and activity. What I wish especially to highlight
on this occasion is the fact that meteorology is a truly international
science -- for the atmosphere moves across the Earth's surface in accordance with scientific laws and without heed to man-made boundaries. It
is for this reason that an international organization is so essential
and that ~O therefore plays an important role in the United Nations
family-of organizations.
"It is most encouraging to see the progress being made by WMO in
using the new tools which modern scientific and technological developments have made available to us in the task of understanding and predicting the physical processes in the vast atmospheric envelope which
surrounds our planet. I may mention,in particular, two suCh developments, the satellite and the electronic computer. The first enables
the Earth's atmosphere to be observed on a truly global scale while the
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other enables the vast quantities of data to be rapidly processed. Instage has now been reached when~ in many countries, machines
may literally draw the prognostic weather maps for periods up to three
or four days ahead.
deed~the

If You are also aware of the way in which WMO has responded to the
request addressed to it in Resolution 1721 (XVI) of the General Assembly

under the general title of "International Co-operation in the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space rr which started the WMO on its unique programme of

the World Weather Watch (WWW). I have no doubt that considerable economic benefits will f:ow from WWW, including more extensive use of climatic information for long-term planning on a national level in a large
numbe~ of activities, and the greater accuracy of forecasts and services
relating to such subjects as water resource utilization, agriculture,
aviation~ shipping, etc.
In addition, I "feel confident that the improved
accuracy of weather forecasting will save many lives w~ere natural phenomena like a hurricane or heavy rainfall are anticipated, or even where
the problem is a man-made one, e.g. intolerable levels of air pollution.
I!It is well known that the WMO co-operates actively with various
United Nations activities, in such fields as outer space, the application of science and technology to development, the effects of atomic
radiation, water resources deVelopment planning and marine resources.
In these various fields, WMO has acted as a participating organization
in the UNDP and has also developed close and fruitful relations w"i th
all the regional economic commissions to the United Nations.
I! I believe I have said enough to point to the significance to all
of us of the work on which you are all engaged. Let me therefore conclude by wishing you a very fruitful conference in a most congenial atmosphere and every success to World Weather Watch.
"Thank you very much. 11
The President thanked the Secretary-General of the United Nations
for his encouraging wo~s. He then introduced Dr. B.R. S~n, DirectorGeneral of the Food and Agriculture Organization and in doing so referred
to the activities of the WMO Commission for Agricultural Meteorology and
the fruitful collaboration between FAD and WMO. He then invited Dr. Sen
to address the Congress.

13.

Dr. Sen addressed the Congress in the following words:
"Mr. Chairman, it gives me great pleasure to be able to participate
in ~is Fifth Congress of the World Meteorological Organization, more
particularly because of the close relationship which exists between FAO
and WMO concerning the subject matter with which we respectively deal.
As is well known, it is the weather which chiefly determines the yearto-year fluctuations in crops; even though modern technology helps the
farmer to exercise some control over the environment in which his crops
grow, by providing irrigation in certain regions, by shelterbelts and
terraces which conserve moisture, by the u~e in some cases of glass and
plastic materials, nevertheless, he must continue to depend on nature
for the sunshine and the rain without which his efforts would be :frui tless.
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USince the late nineteen-fifties food production in the developing
countries as a whole has barely kept-pace with the growth of population.
Imports of food into developing regions are rising steadily, creating a
burden (where they are not obtained against local currency) on foreign
exchange which should be ~sed for development and not consumption, and
drawing down food reserves in developed countries to a point where the
carry-over is now sufficient only to meet normal fluctuations in their
own crop yields.
"World popu;Lation is growing at 2 ~ per cent per year -- a rate
which is likely to continue for 15 to 20 years despite all population
stabilization measures. To maintain and to slightly improve the general
nutritional situation 3 food supplies must grow at the rate of over 3 per
cent a year~ indeed at close to 3 3/4 per cent if the UN Development
Decade target of 5 per cent per armum Qver-all economic growth is to be
met~ a far cry from the 2 ~ per cent annual growth of food pro~uction
over the past eight years in the developing countries.
liThe world food situation is no more precarious than at any time
since the period of acute shortage immediately after the Second Norld
War. Because of the depletion of stocks the wo~ld has become much more
dependent on current production and hence on weather conditions. The
demands that would be generated by further crop failure in any major
producing regions could not now b~ adequately met.
IIFAO has for long taken the view that only the most forceful action by governments, international organizations and peoples can combat
this mounting danger. Seven years ago it launched the Freedom from
Hunger Campaign to make people more aware of the magnitude of the food
problem and the steps that must- be taken to deal with it. Under FFHC
auspices FAO has a Fertilizer Programme with demonstration plots in many
developing countries all round the world; our field programmes of technical assistance and Special Fund projects run to many tens of millions
of dollars a year; we collaborate with the IBRD in a joint Secretariat
unit whiCh identities agricultural development projects suitable for
investment; we have ap FAD/Industry Co-operative Programme to encourage
private investment in developing countries~ a food production resources
programme is under consideration and the preparation of an Indicative
World Plan for AgricultUral Development is being given high priority.
"We have initiated these programmes in the firm belief that the
only long-~erm solution to these problems lies in a far-reaching modernization of agriculture in the developing cOWltries themselves enabling
them to supply the greater part of their own food needs 3 and it is in
this context that a bold expansion of meteurological servioes could
make a major contribution to the relief of hunger. The opportunities
are exoiting and challenging: the recent advances in meteorological
science. the putting into orbit of weather satellites 3 the speed and
capacity of modern data-prOcessing machines 3 all enable the nations to
re-appraise the extent and scope of their weather services and to make
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accurate weather information widely available to farmers. I would thus
support very strongly any appropriate m.easures which can be taken whereby the World Meteorological Organization is· able to increase its activities in the field of agricultural meteorology~ especially in the devel·oping countries,. and I can promise that FAO will collaborate to the
fullest extent possible in making these activities and information
available to farmers.
HOur two organizations have~ for a long time 3 worked in close and
fruitful harmony in many diverse directions. For instance. the FAD/
UNESCO/WMO Inter-Agency Project on Agroclimatology has been constantly
studying and analysing climatic conditions in various developing areas
of the world in order to provide sound guidance on whiCh agricultural
planning can be developed. The ecological survey for effective control
of the Desert Locust was carried out by FAD with the active support of
WMO, and its results have considerably improved our knowledge on the
behaviour and movement of the locusts, to the immeasurable benefit of
those who have long been struggling to grow food under the shadow of this
menace.

IIFor these reasons I welcome the ini tiati ve taken by the U. S. Delegation in suggesting the creation of national joint committees on meteorology and food production and in proposing that the joint efforts of
WMO and FAD should be strengthened by the development of a meteorological
programme designed to help increase food production-the world over. I
consider that the setting up of a joint working group for the implementation of the progranune is a worth-while 1!pdertaking ..and, should this
proposal be approved by your Congress, I will gladly present it to the
FAD conference at its next session in November this year.
"Mr. Chairman, in these brief remarks I have indicated the extreme
gravity of the food crisis which the nations of the world face collectively today and have expressed my firm conviction that the World Meteorological Organization can make a major contribution to a rational development of agriculture. Your work here is of vital importance to the
welfare of mankind and I wish you every success in your deliberations. II
The President expressed his appreciation to Dr. Sen

for

his

address.

14.

Report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.3)

(Doc. Cg-v/87)
Mr. de Azcarraga, chairman of the Credentials Committee, submitted
the report of the Credentials Committee contained in document Cg-v/87 with
the recommendation that paragraphs 4 and 8 be accepted by Congress. He indicated that certain de.legates had requested that statements contained in
paragraphs 5J 6 and 7 be placed in the record and that, although the statement of the delegate from Czechoslovakia was not properly within the terms
of reference of the Credentials Committee, the statement could be included
in the committee1s report.
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Mr. Seck (Senegal) called attention to the omission of Saudi
Arabia from the text of paragraph 4 concerning credentials found to be in
order.
Mr. de Azcarraga reported that the Delegation of Saudi Arabia
arrived after the meeting of the committee and that the delegation would
be included in a subsequent report of the committee.

Mr. Le-Van-Loi (Viet-Nam) made the following statement:
nMr • Chairman,
liMy delegation finds itself obliged to object categorically to the

allegations made by the representative of the U.S.S.R. against my government," With your permission. Mr. Chairman, my delegation must exercise
its right of reply here. 1 shall do so as briefly as possible.
"m Viet-Nam the so-called National Liberation Front, of which the
U.S.S.R. representative has spoken~ has nothing I national , about it and
Iliberates'_ no one. On the contrary. it is an army of aggressors, of
terrorists that the communist regime in Hanoi has, for eight years, been
constantly infiltrating into my country with the avowed aim of conquering
South Viet-Nam by terror and by force. This Front was created out of
nothing in Hanoi by the Communist Party in 1960 to liberate South VietNam. But in that year, South Viet-Nam was at peace. On its soil, there
were only some 800 foreign technicians who were assisting with national
reconstruction. From whom did this Liberation Front wish to liberate
the 16 million _South Vietnamese?
liThe 16 million Vietnamese who had struggled by force of arms, for
so long, to recover their national independence in 1954 at last, perfectly well know how to defend thei_r independence won at such cost.
"That is why our people, our government, are determined to fight
communist aggression, even if it is camouflaged under the misleading
title of lL1beration Front'. We do not want this so-called Front -which is nothing but an instrument of international communism -- to impose on us once more an even more totalitarian, more dangerous imperialist
yoke.
"Mr. Chairman, as representative of a country which has known the
painful phases of the struggle against colonialism, I had to make this
clear for you so that Congress will not confuse this false Liberation
Front in Viet-Nam -- having the real aim of subjugating a country for
the benefit of other powers -- with the genuine and heroic liberation
movements, those of Africa in particular. which have genuinely struggled
to free their people from foreign domination.
IlMr. Chairman, I venture to quote a few of the figures my government
publiShes every week, for the defenceless civilian victims of the Vietcong.
'During the week 3 to 11 March, 105 civilians were killed, 106 wounded and
64 kidnapped, bringing the number of Vietcong victims in the first ten
weeks of 1967 to 1,329 killed, and 798 kidnapped. '
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"This is the liberating work of the so-called Front and I must
make it clear that these defenceless civilians fell under fire from
arms of RUssian and Conmtunist-Chinese origin.

IIMr. Chairman, in conclusion, my delegation protests against this
new. futile guerrilla technique on the part of a great power causing
j

this eminent and highly teclmical Congress to waste time on questions
of a political nature. while last year in the Security Council. the
Vlet-Nam question -- or, more precisely. the search for a peaceful
solution to the Vlet-Nam problem -- could not be put on the Security
Council agenda owing to the Soviet Delegation's veto.
II

I therefore deplore these tactics of refusing to deal with the

Viet-Nam problem in the proper bodies of the United Nations and of inflicting on technical conferences the political polemics which are
wasting the time of the distinguished representatives here present.
nThar..k you, Mr. Chairman. I would request you to have these
included in the Minutes. II

r~marks

Mr. Baltazar (Romania) made the following statement:
IIMr. President, distinguished delegates~ the Romanian Delegation
would like to express the constant decision of the Romanian Government
that the true representatives of the Chinese people in all the international bodies of the family of the United Nations~ including of course_
the WMO,should be the representatives of the People's Repubiic of China.
What holds true for the entire family of the United Nations should be
especially true for the World Meteorological Organization whieh actually
is depriVed of the participation of the true representatives of a great
country which covers a great surface area of the world and which has
very valuable research and human potential. As I say~ this Organization deprives itself of the participation of such a country at the very
detriment of the Organization and all of us as well.
nMr. President, distinguished delegates, yesterday we spoke about
the means of. advancing meteorology and its influence on economic development throughout the world. During this Congress we will have to make a
very important decision as to the means and methods which would have to
be elaborated in order to achieve these goals and thereby make the Organization more efficacious in 'international co-operation in the field of
rneteorology~ and this in an atmosphere of peace and mutual understanding.
As I have said,it was true in general, and it is especially true for
meteorology, that any State, be it large or small, should make a valid
and specific contribution to the common activi.ty from a spiritual and
material standpoint. And from this point of view, depriving ourselv_es
of the participation and material and scientific support of certain national Meteorological Services, the OrganiZation actually is hampering
i~s own efforts and the efforts of its Members who are, as I say, deprived of the contribution and participation of the services of such
countries as the People 1 s Republic of China, the People's Democratic
Republic of Korea, the Democratic RepUblic of Viet-Nam and the Democratic Republic of Germany. These are the countries which seem to be kept
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outside the Organization. to the detriment of the latter, and it is
clear that a true universalization of the Organization would be of enormous benefit to all of us, Mr. President, I will beg you to have the
statement of the Romanian Delegation contained in the Minutes. Tha~ you
very much Sir. It
Mr. 'Ichen (China) made the following statement:

"Mr. President, my iT.'te~ntion here is motivated by paragraph 5 of
doo. Cg-V/87,the Report of the Credentials Committee, and by the state-

ment of the delegate whom you have just heard before me, It is a question of the declaration of the Soviet Delegation and also supported by
the Delegation of Romania. This declaration has no room in our Assembly
and should be deplored as so~e of the other declarations which have already been made from this very rostrum. The World Meteorological Organization is a member of a great family of the United Nations and is a specialized institution of a scientific character in a very well-delineated
field. From the political standpoint the political questions stem from
the United Nations itself and are actually ruled by the expression of
"this Organization. My government has the honour to represent here the
legitimate Governm"ent of China and is alone qualified to spea1( on behalf
of the Chinese people in the Organization of the United Nations as well
as in all its specialized agencies and all the other inter-governmental
organizations. Certain people who are trying to enslave the people on
the Chinese continent are about to destroy themselves and tomorrow they
will be swept away from the continent. The Chinese comnnmists do not represent any aspirations of the Chinese people 3 "do not meet any goal or
any objective of the people or any civilized nation. Resorting to violence in all its forms in the country as well as outside, the communist
regime in no way represents the Chinese people and therefore cannot represent it in aqy international organization. And with your permission
I will ask YOU J Mr. President, that my declaration be included in the
Minutes. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 1I
Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) indicated that his delegation had expressed
its views at the meeting of t4e Credentials Committee but, due to the statements made here by the so-called 1!representatives1! of South Viet-Nam and
Taiwan, he was forced to take the floor. He supported the statement just
made by the delegate of Romania and was of the opinion that" the statements
of the so-called 1!represen"t.atives l! of So.uth Viet-Nam and Taiwan clearly
showed thqt they in no way represented either the people or the Governments
of South Viet-Nam and China. The actual delegates of these countries should
have been representatives of the National Liberation Front and of the People's
Republic of China.
Mr. Bukhari (Pakistan) stated that there is only one Government of
the Government of the People's Republic of China. and that China
should be represented by that government.

China~

Mr. Rodriguez Ramirez (Cuba) reaffirmed his government's opinion
that all peoples should be represented in WMO and therefore supported the
statements of the Delegation of the UoS.S.R. and Czechoslovakia as given
in the report of the Credentials Committee.
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Mr. ~ (U.S.A.) stated that his delegation supported the report
of the Credentials Committee and would vote for approval of the report. He
noted that previous speakers had referred to the question of the representation of China and reaffirmed his Government's belief that such controversial
political issues should be decided in the proper political organs of the
United Nations. He cited the action of the United Nations General Assembly
in 1950 which~ through Resolution 396(V), recommended that questions regarding the representation of Member States Should be considered by the Assembly
and the Assembly's attitude should be taken into account by specialized agencies of the United Nations. Subsequently, the Assembly had rejected proposals for a change in the representation for China. At each of its sessions,
the Assembly had also approved the credentials of the representatives of the
Government of China as being in conformity with the requirements of the Assembly1s rules of procedure. Therefore, the Credentials Committee has acted
in harmony with policies adopted by the UN General Assembly and other Organizations in the family of the United Nations.
With respect to the credentials of the delegates of the Republic
of Viet-Nam~ the statements made by previous speakers related to political
events totally extraneous to the bUsiness of the Congress. The relevant
point was that these credentials were issued by the lawful Government of
the Republic of Viet-Nam and conformed with the requirements of WMO Regulation 18.
In conclusion~ Mr. White stated that he wished to reiterate his
statement made during the First Plenary in which he deplored the attacks
against his government made by the Delegate of the U.S.S.R.
He further
reiterated that political questions should be decided by the proper political organizations and that specialized agencies should get on with their
own tasks.

Mr. ~ (U.K.) on behalf of his country 1 s delegation, made the
following statement:
"Mr. President, I wish to put it on record that my delegation will
vote for the report of the Credentials Committee solely on the ground
that the credentials concerned, considered as documents, are in order.
This approval should not necessarily be taken as implying recognition of
the authorities by whom the credentials are issued. It will be recalled
that for many years now whenever this Congress or any organ of the United
Nations or United Nations specialized agency has approved the report of
its Credentials Committee, a statement similar to the one I have just made
has been made on behalf of the United Kingdom pelegation in respect of
the credentials of China. The limited significance of the approval by
the United Kingdom representatives of reports of Credentials Committees
of such Congresses is thus so well known now that it appears superfluous
to restate it whenever such reports are approved and, in the future ~ this
will not be considered necessar~. I ~ish to place on record, however,
that the absence of such a statement on any occasion must not be taken to
mean that any different significance than that which I stated at the outset is to be attributed to the United Kingdom's approval of the report
of the Credentials Conunittee. Thank you~ Mr. President."
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Mr. Bessemoulin (France) said that while regretting the political
turn taken by the discussion~ he would like to state his government's attitude on that question, which was that China's place should be occupied by
a representative of the People 1 s Republic of China and not by a represen_
tative of the TaYpeh authorities.
Mr. Keita (Mali) made the following statement on behalf of his
Government:
"Mr. President, I would like to state, on behalf of my Government,
that the Republic of Mali, owing to the universal character of this organization of meteorological science, deeply regrets the absence in our
midst of the People's Republic of China and of the Democratic Republic
of Viet-Nam, as well as of many other countries. At the same time, I
wish to state that my country makes reservations in regard to the representation of South Africa because of the apartpeidpolicy practised by
this country whereby the overwhelming majority of this country's population is deprived of all rights to express their opinions. I would
ask that my statement be placed on record. Thank you Sir. It

Mr. Glomozda (Byelorussian S."SoR.) expressed deep regret over the
present discussion, taking into account that the primary interest of the
assembly was in solving a number of teChnical problems. However, the statement by the Delegate of the U.S.S.R. was a just one both politically and
meteorologically. The Government of China represented but a small part
of the total Chinese territory. If, for example, 70 per cent of the Membership of the Organization were composed of similar governments, this would
result in having many governments represented, but very little territory.
The practice of meteorology as we know it today would therefore not exist.
In South Viet-Nam there was also a large territory controlled by
a Front, not the so-called South Vietnamese Government. A representative
Meteorological Service should be ensured here as well. During the implementation o~ World Weather Watch there will exist a great lack; therefore,
from the meteorological standpoi~t, these statements are very just. The
representative of Viet-Nam should dwell on this before making any state_
ment on the rostrum.

Mr. Perovic (Yugoslavia) stated that his delegation held the opinion that China should be represented in WMO only through the representatives of the People's Republic of China. Furthermore, the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the German Democratic Republic had full right to
be represented in WMO as Members of the Organization. Such representation
would be very beneficial for the further work and the uni versali ty of the
Organization.
Mr. ~~vdendorzh (Mongolia) stated that3 as was well known, WMO
was called upon to serve the interests of all the world's peoples without
limitations. The benefits from the activities of the Organization Should
be accessible to all people of our planet. On behalf of his delegation,
he expressed the regret that representatives of the Korean People's Demo_
cratic Republic, the Vietnamese People's Democratic Republic~ the People's

-------~-------------
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Republic of China and th~ Ger.man Democratic Republic were not present.
These could perfectly well become Members as they have well-developed Meteoro~ogical Services which meet the Membership requirements of the Organization. The absence of representatives from these countries appeared to
be at divergence with a basic principle of the Organization, namely, that
of universality.
Furthermore, while this meeting was taking place in a magnificent
hall, the people of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam were suffering from
the armed aggression of the United States. No one could doubt that the
planes engaged in bombing cities and the ships shelling the coast regularly used meteorological information. Thus information from meteorological
and aerological station~ was being used in a specific case of war, and the
info:rtnation transmitted through national and international telec_ommunications
was being, in a tangent way, wrongly used. This constituted a deviation
from the noble purposes of the Organization.
In conclusion he stressed that the situation should be rectified
and the proper utilization of meteorological data should be stringently
observed, taking into consideration national sovereignty and the security
of govElrnments.

Mr. Wahab (Sudan), on behalf of his delegation, supported the report of the Credentials Committee. However, this support should not be
taken to imply that his government necessarily recognized the authorities
signing the credentials as the lawful authorities of those countries.
Mr. SUssenberger (Federal Republic of_Germany) stated that his
delegation agreed with the report as contained in document 87. However,
this did not include agreement with declarations in the political field
made by the Delegates of the Soviet Union and CzeChoslovakia.
Mr. Taha (Un:lted Arab Repu,blic) stated that his delegation considered that the only government which should represent China is that of
the People1s Republic of China.
Concerning the point raised by the Delegate of Mali, the U.A.R.
Delegation considered that the Government of the Union of South Africa was
following a policy of racial discrimination and colonization which violates
the United Nations Charter and the resolutions of the United Nations concerning human rights and the termination of colonial domination in the
world. It had thus violated the fundamental principles to be respected· by
the United Nations and its specialized agencies. Paragraph 11 of General
Assembly Resolution 2105 (XX) invited all Members and specialized agencies
to hold up any assistance to that government until it changed its racial
and coloni:alist policy. The Geneyal Assembly bad also condemned South
Africa in its Resolution 2113 (XX) where, in paragraph (b), it was stated
that the General Assembly IIdecldes to take no decision on the credentials
submitted on beha~f of the representatives of South Africall •
The speaker formally suggested and proposed that Congress take
the same action.
Mr. Wahab (Sudan) supported the statement made by the Delegate of
the U.A.R. to the effect that Congress take no decision on the cr.edentials
submitted on behalf of the representatives of South Africa.
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The Pres~dent asked the Delegate of the U.A.R. to clarify ~s proposal. The latter had referred to an exclusion of South Africa from the
report of the Credentials Committee. Did this mean that he wanted Regulation 83 to be applied?

Mr. Taha (U,A.R.) stated that he was proposing the same action as
that taken by the General Assembly in Resolution 2113 -(XX) which read in
part:
"decides to take rio decision on the credentials submitted on behalf of the representatives of South Africa. II
His formal proposal was that WMO should take a parallel action.
The President pointed out that this was a question of procedure.
He quoted the first sentence of Regulation 83:
"A delegation or member may move that parts of a proposal, document

or amendment shall be voted on separately. II
The proposal by the U.A.R. to exclude South Africa from the report
amounted to a proposal for a vote on parts of the document. It was~ therefore, necessary to ascertain whether there was agreement on Ws proposal.

Mr. Engelbrecht (South Africa) declared himself surprised and distressed, as he was certain that many other delegates were equally surprised
that the credentials of his delegation should be questioned by anyone. The
reason for this obviously had nothing to do with meteorology, which was the
primary purpose for the delegates having assembled. The credentials of the
Delegation of South Africa whidh, in addition to being a Member of WMO J had
also been a Member of IMO, had been properly prepared by the properly con_
stituted authorities of his country. They were in'precisely the same form
and had been issued by precisely the same authorities as had been the case
with the credentials of the delegations at previous meetings of this and
other international organizations, where they had always been accepted.
The present challenge to his delegatlon f s credentials was an at-

tempt to deny South Africa its proper constitutional rights as a Member
State, in a way contrary to the letter and spirit of the Organization1s
constitution. He hoped and trusted that the proposal of the U.A.R. would
be emphatically and overwhalmingly rejected.
The President returned to the question of the application of
Regulation 83, and read the entire text of this Regulation. He noted that
an objection had been made to the proposal that parts of the report of the
Credentials Committee be voted upon separately. In conformity with Regulation 83 he would permit a maximum of two delegates to speak in favour of
the proposal and two to speak against.
Mr. Mostefa Kara (Algeria) supported, on behalf of his delegation,
the ~otion by the U.A.R. He also said that, in abiding by the principle of
universality, his delegation concurred with previous speakers and regretted
the absence of representatives of the Meteorological Services of the Peoplels
Republic of China and other countries which were fully entitled to participate
at the meeting.
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The President declareq. that the motion by the U.A.R. would be put
to a vote~ and called for a show of hands by those delegates favouring the
division of the report of the Credentials Committee into two parts.

Mr. Taha (U.A.R.) asked that this vote be taken by secret ballot.
Mr. SChneider (Switzerland) requested that Regulation

85

be applied.

The chairman pointed out that Regulation 85 offered two alternatives,
He asked for Mr.
namely the adjournment or suspension of the meeting.
Schneider's views on this matter.

Mr. Schneider (Switzerland) explained that his motion was for suspension, rather than adjournment, of the meeting.
The chairman stated that the motion for suspension of the meeting
would be put to a vote immediately.
The result of the vote, by show of hands, on this proposal was as
follows:
For the proposal
Against
Abstentions

16
63
27

The President declared the motion for suspension of the meeting
lost. He returned to the motion made by the U.A.R. and reminded delegates
that the U.A.R. had asked for a secret ballot.
56~

Mr. Wahab (Sudan) wished to support~ in accordance with Regulation
the request made by the representative of the U.A.R. for a secret vote.

Mr. Akingbebin (Nigeria) asked the Delegate of the U.A.H. to reconsider his request for a secret vote.
Mr. Taha (U.A.R.) explained that Mr. Akingbehin~ president of RA I
and Delegate from Nigeria~ had asked him to agree that the vote should not
be conducted by secret ballot, -in order that as little time as possible be
lost. He agreed to this request on the condition that the Delegate of Sudan
concurred.
The President confirmed that the delegate of Sudan was in agreement not to hold the vote by secret ballot. He called for a vote, by a
show of hands, on the proposal by the Delegate of the U.A.R. to divide the
-report of the Credentials Committee into two parts.
The results of the voting on this proposal were as follows:
For the proposal
Against
Abstentions

55
37
14

The President declared the motion lost, as it had not obtained the
required two-thirds majority. He then asked if the report of the Credentials
Committee could be approved as.a whole.
It was so decided.
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Mr. Fedorov (U.SoS.R.) stated that his delegation could not accept
the report of the Credentials Committee as a whole beoause in it, the Taiwan
and Saigon regimes were recognized. He also supported the statements made
by the U.A.R., Sudan and others in their proposals ror dealing with representatives of South Africa.
(See also paragraph 21.)

The meeting rose at 5.03 p.m.
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11 April 1967, at 11.00 a.m.

The meeting opened at 11.10 a.m.

15.

General consideration of technical programme and maximum expenditures for 1968-1971 (Completion of general discussion)

(Agenda item 6.1) (Docs. Cg-V/3, 4, 66 and 67)
(See paragraph 11.)

Mr. Bessemoulin {France} stated that. in the light of the rapid
expansion which the science of meteorology was now undergoing, the French
Government was prepared to support the WMO in adjusting to the consequent
growing problems. He stressed, however, that the needs of the Organization were immense and that in view of the limited resources available from
Member States a programme of priorities should be established: He suggested that it would be more useful to establish the level of the budget first
and to evaluate the various priorities within existing resources. He felt
that the proposed budget could be reduced by appr~ximately $1,500,000 but
said that the French Delegation would not object to having some of the activities of WMO strengthened which hitherto had been provisionally developed.
He referred particularly to the co-ordination of research. He felt
that an over-all budget of $12,200,000 could be acceptable. Referring to
specific instances in which savings in the proposed budget could be made,
Mr. Bessemoulin said that his delegation objected to the proposal to convene an extraordinary session of Congress. His delegation was against the
setting up of regional offices on the scale proposed in the budget and
opposed the appointment of staff to posts outside the Secretariat. The
delegation suggested that further economies could be made through restriction in the use of all four official languages of the Organization to cover
only those cases where this was necessary and also by making use of consultants as opposed to permanent staff. Referring to the World Weather Watch,
Mr. Bessemoulin said that his delegation supported the establishment of
the WWW voluntary implementation fund.

Mr. Fea (Italy) emphasized that Congress should give a firm indication
to national Services as to the ways and means of using as effectively as
possible all the technical means available. Catastrophes which had recently struck Italy demonstrated the necessity of improving present meteorological systems. For this reason the Italian Government showed the greatest interest in the development of the World Weather Watch. and would be
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prepared to establish regional facilities in Italy. Every assistance would
be given by the Italian Meteorological Service in the event that Italy1s
candidacy to establish a regional meteorological centre were accepted by
Congress. The strong interest in Italy in the type of activit-y which would
belong to an RMC (meteorology) was shown in tke Italian weather programme~
the satellite programme and the approval of the Italian Scientific-Council
to establish an atmospheric research centre. Referring to-document Og-V/3,
NW. Fea stated that WMO was one of the most active institutions of the
United Nations family and commended the staff of the Organization for the
efficient manner in which it carried out its duties. He warned, however,
against the.danger of excessive staff which would impair this efficiency.
His delegation was prepared to accept an increase in the budget as put forward in document Cg-V/3. It viewed with apprehension, however~ an increase
of regional offices. Mr. Fea suggested that the functions of such offices
could be entrusted to Member countries by way of a voluntary contribution.
In this connexion he supported the views of another delegation that any
increase in the bureaucracy of the Organization would necessarily result in
increased administrative duties of national Services, This~ he felt~ should
be avoided.

Mr. Schneider (Switzerland) said that the Swiss Delegation had
carefully examined the draft bUdget submitted. by the Secretary-General and
agreed with previous speakers in that some reductions in the over-all total
were desirable. He wished to support the proposals made in document Cg-V/66
whereby the efficiency of the working groups could be increased. Considerable savings could also be made through shorter meetings of the constituent
bodies of the Organization. With respect to the proposed increases in staff~
he felt that it would be v~ry difficult to secure the services of a sufficient number of competent staff, The Swiss Government was· of the opinion
that the over-all budget of .the Organization, exclUding the voluntary implementation fund for the WWW, Should not exceed approximately $12,000,000.
Mr. Abu Gharbieh (Jordan) referred to the provisions of the proposed budget for an increase in regional representation activities of the
Organization. This, he pointed out~ involved an increase in expenditure
of $770,040. The Jordan Delegation,. he said, supported the continuation
of regional representation for Africa but felt that there was no pressing
need for the extension of regional representation to other parts of the
world. 'He appealed to the Congress that the amount saved should be used
to provide lOI1&-term fellowships for meteorological personnel in developing
countries. The amount involved, he said~ was sufficient to provide the
long-term education of no fewer tban 81 Class I meteorologists. He stressed
the problem of lack of qualified personnel in less-developed countries. He
said that~ if this proposal were adopted, the Jordan Delegation would be
happy to support the total budget provisions put forward by the SecretaryGeneral.
Mr. Baltazar (Romania) said that his delegation supported many
of the views put forward by previous speakers. He agreed that in view of
the limited resources available some' priorities in the programme of the
Organization were called for~ but stressed that the technical and scientific side of the programme should not be slowed down at the expense of
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excessive administration. He felt that some rationalization and reductions
of the budget could relieve the financ~al burden and also improve the efficiency of the work of the Organization. His delegation felt that the number of panels of the Executive Cornmittee~ the regional associations and the
technical commissions_ was excessive and supported the views expressed in
document Cg-v/66 which proposed the introduction of " a competent rapporteur
service. -He agreed that an increase in the number of personnel of -the
Secretariat was appropriate and_ recommended that a phased recruitment of
these personnel would- produce savings ~

His delegation could foresee the

advantages of the use of three of . the four
official languages of the
Organization and supported the proposal~ but suggested that some reductions
could be made where budget increases of this kind were not absolutely necessary. His delegation was also in favour of continuing the practice of inviting the presidents of the t~chnical commissions to the sessions of the
Executive Committee. but only of those commissions which held a session
prior to the session of the Executive Committee. It also supported the
proposal of the Delegation from Jordan that .any savings incurred in the
administering of the funds of the Organization should be directed as far
as possible to the training of specialists. In conclusion~ Mr. Baltazar
stressed that. during further discussions of the proposed budget~'his delegation would endeavour to assist with both concrete and constructive proposals.
Mr. Tuvdendor.1 (Mongolia) rioted that the item would yet have to
be studied in detail in the working committees but he would like to congratulate the Secretary-General and his collaborat.ors on the amount of work
achieved during the fourth financial period and on the preparation of the
draft programme and budget for the forthcoming period. This progr~e provided for the WWW and other increasing WMO activities; his delegation supported these but he wished to draw attention to the possibility of drawing
on national resources for these. projects. The programme certainly called
for an increase in the budget but he felt tha~ some of the increases proposed were exaggerated and that reductions could be made with due regard
to the usefulness of the projects. He referred to the developments in the
networks and the establ~shment of a research institute in his own Meteorological Service within a fairly short period -- Mongolia was participating in Congress for the first time as a Member of WMO -- nevertheless it
was a fact that the networks in Mongolia were not as yet sufficiently dense.
He agreed that an increase in the budget was partly justified but due attention should he paid to priorities and to the national income of Member
countries. A rational and economic use of the Organization's funds was
absolutely essential."

Mr. Raf'alowski (~oland) stated that his government could not accept
such a budget increase which had been shown to be an over-all increase of
more than 100 per cent. As an example he quoted the proposed increase of
expenditure for regional associations (Part IV A) to seven times that of
the present period. Some increase of·course would be expected but this
seemed too great and he also £elt that the proposed increase in the staffing of the Secretariat for these activities was unjustified. He had noted
with regret a change in the general policy of the Organization which now
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entailed payment for all services performed by experts and
formerly many such services were voluntary.
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others~

whereas

Mr. Van Mieghem (Belgium)~ speaking at first on behalf of the
International Council of Scientific Unions~ remarked that he was glad to
see from the Secretary-General's document and in other Congress papers
that provision was made for ensuring close collaboration between WOOO and
the leSU bodies concerned with meteorology.
When he was Secretary of
reBU he had hoped to bring about such collaboration on a firm basis and
the establishment of a provisional joint ICSU/WMO advisory body was considered by the Executive Committee prior to Fourth Congress. Though the
proposals were not then accepted, he felt that progress had since been
made in that direction and he was glad to see that the interdepende~ce of
applied meteorology and research was now acknowledged. Close co-operation
between meteorologists working in the national Services and in the universities was a prerequisite for all aspects of meteorology. ICSU welcomed the
support given by WMO.
As Permanent Representative of Belgium, Mr. Van Mieghem thanked
the Secretary-General for his outstanding report and was happy to announce
his government's support in general for the budgetary proposals contained
in document Cg-V/3, taking into account the Executive Committee's comments
in document Cg-v/4. His government wished to contribute to the best of its
ability to the development of networks, by equipping Belgian ships for
radiosonde observations. In its own interests, each Member State should
endeavour to promote the success of the World Weather Watch.

Mr. Acguaah (Ghana) also wished to express his delegation's appreciation to the Secretary-General for the comprehensive and concise presentation of the technical programme and budget for the next financial period.
His delegation felt, however, that certain adjustments could be made which
would make possible some savings in the budget. The Secretary-General had
not asked Members to incur greater expenditures in their own countries, but
he and the Secretariat had been charged with heavy responsibilities in
order to enable the Organization to meet the challenge of developing the
service of meteorology to all countries and it was this which necessitated
an increase in the budget. His delegation supported in general the points
made by other speakers concerning the possible reductions that could be
made. Dr. Lorenz's talk that morning had pointed out the need to improve
observational networks and this. must be done in all countries if the WWW
plans were to be followed up. The problems of developing countries were
many and varied but he thought that Congress should in particular consider
the assistance required by such countries in the improvement of (a) basic
networks, (b) meteorological telecommunications and (c) training facilities;
all of which would help the work of the Organization. Another problem in
which WMO could help was in combating the food shortage which exists
throughout the world and the development of agricultural meteorology could
help in solving this problem. He made an appeal to all Members who had
not already done so to pay up their contributions in order to enable the
Organization to meet its obligations fully.
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The ,President reminded delegates that there would be further opportunities to discuss the programme and budget proposals in the committees,
and again when the committees' reports were made to plenary.
(See also paragraph 72.)

16..

Establishment of committees (Nomination Committee)

(Agenda item 1.5)
(See paragraph 4~)

The President referred to the need to establish a Nomination Committee for which the regional distribution had already been agreed at a
previous meeting.

This distribution was:

2 members; RA-III -- 1 member;

RA-I --

RA-IV -- 2 members;

3

members;

RA-II--

RA-V -- 1 member;

RA-VI -- 3 members~ making a total of 12 members, which should be principal
delegates, as required by General Regulation 23.
He proposed that, as at Fourth Congress, the presidents of the
regional associations present at Congress should be among the members, with
the exception of the president of RA I who~ as chairman of the Committee
on General and Legal Questions~ already had heavy duties. However, the
president of RA I had been consulted on the representation for RA I, and
other principal delegates had also been consulted.
He proposed the following regional representation on the committee:
RAI

Democratic Republic of Congo,

RA II

Iran, India

RA III

Chile

RAN

Canada, U.S.A.

Sudan

RAV

New Caledonia

RA VI

Yugoslavia, Switzerland, Ukrainian S.S.R.

The membership of the Nomination
President was adopted without. discussion.
17.

Ghana~

Committ~e

as proposed by the

Amendments to the WMO Convention (Articles 4 (b) and 12 (c), first
sentence)

(Agenda item 3.1) (Cg-V/PINK/2)

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) presented the report of hi·s committee on proposed amendments to
4 (b) and 12 (c) of the WMO Convention. His committee had considered the amendments proposed 'by France which would increase the ~umber of
Vice-Presidents of the, Organization from two to three and the number of
Directors of Meteorological Services on the Executive Committee from twelve
to fourteen. Comments on these proposals had related to a possible system
of rotation of memberShip of the Executive Committee and of geographical
balance; and it was decided to refer to a later stage, under item ).2, the
discussion of the possible amendment ,of the General Regulations· which would
A~ticles
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be necessitated by the adoption of these amendments to the Convention. In
general the proposal by France was acceptable but it was felt that the complex questions of rotation and geographical distribution should be studied
by the Executive Committee and a report made to Sixth Congress. The decisions of his committee were submitted to Plenary in draft_Resolution 3.1/1
and a text was proposed for inclusion in the General Summary of the work of
the session.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) referred to paragraph 6 of the
document and wished to clarify the position regarding the review, under
agenda item 3.2, of WMO General Regulation 11, which appeared to be dealt
with also in paragraph 3.1.2 of the text now submitted to Plenary for approval. If the committee reached a different conclusion during its discussion under item 3.2, then there would be another proposal on the same question at a later stage. He wished to avoid the difficulty which would thereby be created.
At the Presidentls request, Mr. Akingbehin explained that the large
majority of the members of the committee agreed to the views included in the
proposed paragraphs }.l.l and 3.1.2. However, the question of an amendment
to General Regulation 11 had been raised during discussion on the document
submitted by France and it was pointed out that such an amendment must be
properly submitted under Article 27 of the Convention. Although Article 12
(c) provided for some measure of geographical distribution, three delegates
insisted that they would like to see formal geographical rotat.ion established in WMO and this question must be referred for discussion under item 3.2.
The majority of the committee were not in favour of qn amen~nt and it was
finally decided that the question of rotation and geographical distribution
should be studied by the Executive Committee for report to Sixth Congress.

Mr. Taha (United Arab Republic) accepted the explanation but remarked that he wished to make sure that no confusion should arise. As there
would be little time for Fifth Congress to deal with the Regulations which
govern this principle he considered it should be entrusted to the Ex:ecutive
Committee during the next financial period and, if approved, would be in
force after Sixth Congress.
The President proposed that draft Resolution 3.1/1 be put to the
vote. In accordance with Article 10 of the Convention only Member States
should vote and the majority required for adoption of the draft resolution
was two-thirds of all Member States; in this case two-thirds of 117. i.e,
78 Members.

The results of the vote by roll call were as follows:
In favour of draft Resolution 3.1/1: 90 Members
Afghanistan
Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil

Bulgaria
Burma
Burundi
Byelorussian S.S.R.
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
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Chad
Chile

China
Colombia
Congo~ Republic of
Congo, Democratic Republic of
Cuba
Qzechoslovakia
Dahomey
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guyana
Hunga:c:y

Netherlands
New Zealand

Niger
Nigeria
Norway

Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Rwanda
Saudi Arabia

Senegal
Singapore
South Africa
Spain

Iceland

Sudan

India
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Is:r>ael
Italy
Ivory Coast

Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand

Jamaica

Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia

Japan
Jordan

Uganda

Kenya

Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Libya
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malaysia
Mali
Mongolia

Morocco
Nepal

Turkey

Ukrainian S.S.R.
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
United States of America
Venezuela
Viet-Nam
Yugoslavia
Zambia

Abstentions: 1
Ceylon
Draft resolution 3.1/1 was therefore adopted (see Resolution 1
(Cg-V) - Amendments to Articles 4 (b) and 12 (~) of the ~onvention.
In accordance with the pro~osal contained in paragraph (3) under
rrDECIDES" of the resolution~ the dai>e on which these amendments came into
force was 11 April 1967. The text proposed for inclusion in the General
Sunnnary contained in Cg-V/PINK/2, Appendix A, was approved without further
discussion.
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The President reminded delegates that further documents would be
submitted by the Committee on General and Legal Questions on amendments to
the WMO Convention.
(See also paragraph 63.)

The meeting rose at 12.35 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
11 April 1967 ~ at 2.45 p.m.

The meeting opened at 2.45 p.m.
The President recalled the serious damage suffered recently by
Italy due to exceptional weather conditions. He thought it appropriate
that Congress hear a few words from a senior member of the Italian Government who was present and expressed his pleasure in inviting Senator Oliva,
Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Italian Government, to speak to Congress.
18.

Statement by Senator Oliva, Under-Secretary in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Italy

The Under-Secretary stated that the disasters whiCh had lately
taken place in various parts of Italy had led his government to re-examine
all the problems concerning protection agai~pt disasters which were not
dependent on the will of mankind. One of these disasters was caused by
adverse weather and was therefore a subject of interest to WMO, and there
was no doubt that this was of primary importance with regard to the safety
of movement of mankind in the three elements; with regard to the hydrometeorological factors whose influence was so great on water regimes and
on agriculture; and finally with regard to winds, the effects of which
could be very serious especially on the sea. Consequently, the Italian
Government~ which he had the bonour to represent, was well aware of the
wide plan of study prepared by WMO in setting up the World Weather WatCh.
His government would particip~te in this Programme with all its available
resources.
The speaker expressed his country's gratitude to those countries
which had h"elped -- many of them very generously -- in Italy's past disasters. He cOhcluded by stating that the Itali~ Government was prepared to
further develop its Meteorological Service to make it increasingly efficient
for the benefit of everyone and to participate fully in the World Weather
Watch programme.
~.

The plan for the World Weather Watch (Agenda item 5.1)
(Docs. Cg-V/5, 21~ 28 and Add. 1, Add. 2, Add. 3; 72, 78, 79,
86 and 93)
(See also Minutes of the. ~if91th Plenary Meetip.g.)
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20.
The Secretary-General presented documents 5, 21, 28 (with its
addenda), 43 and 72 relating to these agenda items and made the following
remarks:
liThe -planning of the World Weather Watch has been one of the main
preoccupations of the Executive Committee and the Secretariat during
the period since last Congress and much could be said at this· time to
explain how this task of preparing a World Weather Watch plan has been
approached -- a task which is incidentally unique in meteorology and
probably unique, in many ways, in the field of scientific endeavour as
a wnole.

"It is. moreover, a task which has required old ideas to be adjusted -- new planning methods to be devised -- and new methods of
applying them to be developed. But interesting as all this is, it is
hardly appropriate at this time to dwell on the historical aspects although I hope at some stage these aspects will be put on record in some
form or another.
"Today we look rather to the future and to the information and proposals for the future which the documents before us present. Let me
therefore begin by saying a few words about the documents. I shall
naturally confine my remarks to those submitted by the Executive Committee and the Secretary-General since those submitted by delegations
will doubtless be explained further by the delegates concerned either
in Plenary or in the Committee.
"I believe it would be useful to recall at the outset that all the
documents of which I speak have been submitted within the framework of
an Executive Committee decision which specifies the manner in which the
World Weather Watch plan -as a whole Shall be submitted to Congress.
"Three basic types of documents are provided for :
The first contains the fundamental princi-ples of the World Weather
Watch plan, which Congress is invited t~ approve and which, after approval, will constitute the basic WMO policy as regards the 'ltlorld
Weather Watch. This plan is submitted in document 5 which includes a
draft resolution which Congress is invited to adopt.
"The second type -of docrnnent is that in which the World Weather
Watch plan is elaQorated in much more detail and additional explanations
are given. The main document in this category is document 28.
liThe Executive Committee· proposes that documents in this category
should not be formally adopted by Congress but rather given general endorsement. In this way the Executive Committee will have valuable guidance on the detailed implementation of the World Weather Watch during
the earning years but will at the same time have some flexibility so
that unforeseen developments may be taken into account~ The documents
submitted to Congress in this category are document 28 and its addenda
l~ 2 and 3 -- all submitted by the Secretary-General.
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UWhile dealing with this category of document, it is relevant to
mention that in add! tioD to these documents .a series of pI arming reports has been institu~ed and some 17 suCh reports covering all aspects
of the planning activities have already been distr.ibuted. These reports,
although not formal Congress documents, give much information on the
planning studies and discussions which have taken place and which constitute the background to many of the proposals contained in document 28
and its addenda. Judging by-the very large number of requests received

from manlf Members for these publications, they have been very well received and much appreciated.
"The third type of document requirE7d by the Executive Committee
decision is aimed at providing high government officials with the information they require to assess the merits of World Weather Watch, and
also the economic benefits which will accrue from the improved meteorological services to be expected. An ~ttractive presentation of such a
dQ)cU1ll.e-nt was specified. This directive was met by the issue of doc.ument 21 to which is attached the publication entitled IIEssential elements of the World Weather Watchlf. I am sure you are all familiar with
this document. Here again, a large nUmber of copies in all four languages have been requested by many- countries.

III may mention also that as regards the economic benefits to which
I have just referred, two planning r~ports have been issued, No. 4 and
No. 17, the latter being prepared with the assistance of an expert economist kindly made available to us by the United Nations in Geneva.
III would now like to turn to the individual documents and make some
comments in a little more depth on some of them •. I begin with document 5.
"This document contains the World Weather Watch plan which Congress
is invited to adopto It presents the purposes and basic concepts of the
World Weather Watch and describes the broad lines of the plan under the
following headings:
Global Observing System
Global Data-Processing System
Global Telecommunication Sys:tem
Research Programme
Enucation and'Training -- and finally,
Implementation.
liAs this document has been approved by the Executive Committee, it
is hardly necessary for me to justify it_ I would like to mention, however,
that, since the plan was approved by the Executive Committee, there have
been further planning studies which suggest to us that Congress may wish
to make some amendments to the plan as now presented, as well as perhaps
some editorial adjustments.
IIDocument 28 contains the detailed explanation of the plan and, as
I have mentioned, .is intended for general endorsement. It is an elaboration of the plan presented in dooument 5 and follows olosely the same
general form. I will not therefore repeat this information. 'Ihe three
addenda to this document are of particular importance. The first presents
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proposals for regional meteorological centres, which Congress will no
doubt wish to consider. The second is submitted to meet a request of
th~ EXecutive Committee that an attempt be made to estimate some aspects
of the cost of World Weather Watch. The third addendum refers to the
way in which the World Weather Watch can ~ssist civil aviation and points
out the necessity of planning the area forecast scheme for aviation on a
global basis and in close conjunction w,i th the planning of World Weather
Watch. Close collaboration with the International Civil Aviation Organization will of course be essential.
II I would like also to refer briefly to the two other important documents -- namely documents 72 and 43. DoclliRent 72 refers to the research aspects of World Weather Watah and to the development of the concept of a Global Atmospheric Research Programme. The paper presents
the recommendation of the WMO Advisory Committee that the planning of
the Global Atmospheric Research Programme should proceed on a joint
basis with IUOO and. submits proposals as to how this may be achieved~
The financial aspects of the proposals are also presented.
II I will not however dwell further on the research aspects of the
World Weather Watch since the IMO Lecture we heard this morning by Professor Lorenz, and the comments by Academician Bugaev and Dr. Qbasi and
some others, demonstrated in the clearest possible terms why the World
Weather Watch is so essential to progress in the understanding ot the
general circulation of the atmosphere.

"The second is document No.4), which I believe I should explain
in a little more detail. The World Weather Watch plan presented in the
other documents I have mentioned refers to the need to consider the implementation aspects of the World Weather Watch in order to ensure that
the plan is translated into action. The Executive Committee document
establishes the principle that all meteorological activity connected
with implementation of the World Weather Watch on the territories of
individual countries shall be the responsibility of the countries themselves and should be, as far as possible, met from national resources.
"It is recognized however that some countries may need assistance
and it is envisaged that this assistance may be provided in three possible ways:
First, the United Nations Development Programme, and here delegates will doubtless recall the encouraging words of Mr.F.bffman,
Chief of the UNDPj
Secondly, by bilateral assistance;
Finally, by means of a special voluntary implementation fund under
which financial contributions,as well as contributions in the form
of equipment and services all provided on a voluntary basis, shall
be used to give assistance where required.
liThe first two of these need no further explanation but some further
words on the third may be useful.

82

SEVENTH PLENARY MEETlNG

"This voluntary :inl.plementation ftmd or voh.mtary assistance fund,

as some delegates have called it, involves many new features in the
field of technical ddsistance as "a whole so that special procedures
will have to be devised for its operation. Moreover, if this Fund is
to become effective without undue delay, these procedures will need to
be approved by this Congress.
lilt was with a view to facilitating the approval by Congress of
suitable procedures and regulations applicable. to the fund that document 43 was prepared. USing the rules approved by Melllbers in respect
of the New Development Fund as a basis and drawing upon the experience
gained in the operation of the New Development Fund, a draft set of
rules has been prepared and is presented in Appendix C of document 43.
Due regard" was of course -given to the comments on this subject contained
in the Executive Committee document.

"I will not describe the rules in any detail. I would however like
to mention two features_ because the discussions in the Executive Committee
have referred particularly to the points in question.
tiThe first is that all projects under the fund will be .projects
formally approved by the Executive Committee. The second is that in
the case of assistance in the form of equipment, the donor country will
transfer the title of the equipment to WMO and WMO will then transfer
the title of the recipient country. Thus, as far as the recipient
country is concerned, it has received the assistance from WMO. I mention this point simply because it was the .subject of considerable discussion in the Executive Committee.
111 will not say any more about this document, which I am sure has
been carefully read by delegates. Before however leaving the subject
of implementation r would like to stress again the importance of establishing an effective World Weather Watch impJementation programme and
a set of rules for administering the voluntary implementation fund which
will enable fmplementation to be given promptly and efficiently. In addition we Should not under-estimate the magnitude or complexity of the
task we shall be undertaking if the voluntary implementation fund is approved nor the responsibility which will fall to the Secretariat.
nThat concludes these introductory relliarks. I could of course say
much more about the-importance of World Weather Watch to the future
courSe 'of world meteorology but you, Mr. President, and many other
speakers under agenda item 6.1, have already stressed this point.

ITr am confident that Congress will take decisions on World Weather
Watch which will be compatible with the great opportunities which are
before us and which will ensure that WMD plays its full role in the implementation of the World Weather Watch, especially in so far as assistance to the developing countries is concerned -- and plays its full
role also in the future plarming of World Weather Watch. Thank you;> Sir."

SEVENTH PLENARY MEETnlG

83

Mr. Cressman (U.S.A.) thought it desirable to point out the more
important purposes of the World Weather Watch o Although it was planned to
employ many strange and new meteorological tools, these tools did not represent the objectives of the World Weather WatCh -- they were only the
means to the practical goals.

The real purposes of the World Weather Watch

were:
To protect the people from the ravages of floods, storms, and
severe weather of all types by giving them adequate warnings;

To ensure the safety and efficiency of commeroe and travel by
land, air and sea;
To promote and assist economic development by improving the efficiency of food production and water usage, as well as to promote
more efficient construction activity of many types; and
In general, to aid people in their many daily activities by providing the pastJ present and future weather information they require.

He pointed out that the economic returns from weather services greatly exceeded their cost. In the United States the returns were between ten and
fifty times greater than the costs. In addition many lives were saved by
the proviSion of flood and storm warnings and services to aviation.
Referring to United Nations Resolution 1802 which included a request for a researCh programme to be carried out by the International Council of Scientific Unions and WMO, he thought it essential that a vigorous
researUh programme should be part of the World Weather Watch. He also considered it_essential that the talents of researCh scientists outside Meteo_
rological Services be enlisted. In doc. Cg-V/78, containing the views of the
United States on the organization of the necessary research programme, the
United States proposed a joint WMO/rCSU research planning committee composed
of outstanding research scientists to provide guidance and counsel in the
planning· and co-ordination of the Global Atmospheric Research Programme.
This committee should guide the work of a full-time planning staff which
would be jointly supported by WMO and rcsu. In this way, we could enlist
the full support of the whole community of atmospheric scientists, both
governmental and non-governmentalo Only by having such full support could
the World Weather WatUh be a success.
The speaker noted that the World Weather Watch plan was of special
significance to developing countries. Observational and commllilications facilities had to be improvedj professional and technical personnel had to
be trained. Although much of the necessary assistance in this respect
would have to be provided by the more developed countries, all nations
would have to c9ntribute manpOWer and other resources. Without the con_
tribution of all nations the World Weather Watch could not succeedj with
that contribution it could not fail.
Mr. Cressman then advocated that all Members should now press forward to transform plans into reality. He stressed that the United States
supported the plan of the World Weather Watch set forth in doc. Cg-V/5 and
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then informed the Congress of what his country was doing to bring the plan
to a reality. By means of ESSA satellites large-scale detailed cloud pictures were provided to all who have APT receiving sets; also by means of
satellites~ global cloud pictures were supplied on a regular operational
basis. The United States provided support for about 40 upper-air stations
outside United States territory; maintained six fixed ocean surface and
upper-air stations; and operated 17 merchant ships which took regular
surface and radiosonde observations in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceansg
The" World Meteorological Centre in Washington was preparing northern hemisphere numerical forecasts on a routine basis and was preparing global
numerical analysis and forecasts. The United states was prepared to offer
the services of its Tropical Analyses Centre in Miami as a regional meteorological centre; a vigorous programme of research on the general circulation of the atmosphere was being conducted, and that week the high speed
telecommunications circuit from Washington to Offenbach was to go into full
operational status.

The speaker concluded by stating that through the effective collaboration of Members the World Weather WatCh could be changed from a plan
into a fact for the benefit of all mankind.
Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) felt that the World Weather Watch was
another stage in the international co-operation of Meteorological Services.
Because of the greater demands on meteorology, due mainly to the extension
of air traffic routes and to the need for long_term forecasts, it would be
necessary to strengthen and make more effective the co-operation and collaboration that had existed for many years. He stressed that World Weather
Watch was not something new; it was simply a continuation of present activity on a higher technical level and with increased collaboration between
nations; it was the logical development of existing operations. The implementation of the World Weather Watch was a gradual process which had already begun and would continue to develop to an almost limitless extent.
He thought that the work of the Secretariat and the constituent
bodies of the Organization would continue as before. These bodies would
continue to establiSh and approve various standards, for example in density
of networks or in observations, which Members would adopt for further activity and co-operation. The work of the Organization would be to pool the
resourceS of national Services. He considered that national Services should
contribute more to planning in the Organization through representation in
working groups and committees. Planning shOUld be carried out by these
groups rather than by individual experts or consultants employed in the
Secretariat. He therefore considered that ·the staff' of: the Secretariat
should not be increased significantly.
The speaker felt that the estimated costs of the World Weather
Watch programme as presented in various documents were not realistic. We
could only estimate costs by first setting up the necessary meteorological
standards and then asking each individual country what assistance it needed
to implement these standards. It was not possible to estimate the cost of
World Weather WatCh as a single entity.
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Mr. Fedorov also pointed out that huge savings were possible in
the economy of any country if present meteorological knowledge was proper_
ly used. The present advanced teChniques in the U,S.S.R. could save his
country many hundred millions of roubles and the further meteorology developed the more would be saved.
He then spoke of the contribution that the U.S.S.R. could make
towards the realization of World Weather Watch. The U.S.S.R. considered
the plans for World Weather Watch reasonable and it would implement them
on its territory. The U.S.S.R was operating a world met"eorological
centre and had more than 500 observation stations operating in very diffi-

cult conditions; it was continuing to develop meteorological satellitesj
perfectly equipped observational ships were soon to be launched; automatic
stations were to operate in the Arctic and Antarctic. The U.S.S.R. would
also provide assistance to developing countries by providing equipment
and expert assistance as well as funds.
He concluded by reiterating his country1s support for the World
Weather Watch plan and for the draft resolution contained in document Cg-V/5.
Mr. Mason (United Kingdom) explained that he would like to say a
few words about the arguments and criteria that might be used to persuade
governments to support meteorology as a science. and World Weather Watch
in particular. As it was probable that all countries had had difficulty
in obtaining sufficient priority for meteorology as a science and as a
service. it might be worth while to examine the problems in this respect
and the corresponding arguments.
If the World Weather Watch was to be
brought into operation on the time-scale now being contemplated, meteorology must no longer be considered as a Cinderella among the sciences.
In most countries where scientific research was carried out on a
large scale there was an ever-increasing competition for funds from all
branches of scientific research. Expenditures for these were increasing
at the rate of 10 to 15 per cent per- annum. It was obvious that suda a
rate of increase could not continue indefinitely. In view of this, if
meteorology was to obtain its fair share of the resources. a strong case
would have to be made. He wished to address the following argWJI.ents particularly to the developed countries.

The speaker expressed the belief that meteorology was now better
placed than ever before to make .a successful claim. At the present time
many governments in medium-sized countries were trying to determine which
lines of research to support, since it was beco~ing increasingly difficult
for them to compete in the very expensive fields. Meteorology3 a wellestabliShed scienc~ was now entering a new era of unprecedented challenge
and opportunity and although progress would depend greatly on the new technology of powerful computers. satellites, etc. 3 there were still important
and interesting problems that could be tackled with ingenuity and relatively modest resources. Furthermore 3 it was evident that meteorological services and advice were making an important contribution to national economies
and that much increased benefits would accrue if we were able to produce
forecasts of greater reliability and range. It was therefore timely to
appeal for funds in support.
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The above arguments had proved quite powerful in the United Kingdom
where meteorology had received truly encouraging support from both government and the scientific community as a whole. Moreover 3 in his paper on
liThe value of meteorology in the -national economylt. the speaker had attempted a modest assessment of current economic returns for present meteorological services. The ratios arrived at had been of the order of 10 to 1 for
avtation, to_more than 100 to 1 for agriculture and 70 or 80 to 1 for public
utilities. These figures had made a forceful impression, and. if reliable
forecasts could be made for five to seven days ahead,- it was recognized that
the corresponding economic benefits would he even greater as many weathersensitive industries~ such as agriculture, worked basically on a seven-day
pattern.
Another argument of importance was that whereas many scientific
projects involved large sums of money which had to be invested all at once,
and, therefore, risked all at once, the World Weather Watch was starting
from a currently operating system. Furthermore it would be an evolving
system'with implementation phased according to the availability of resources
of trained manpower and the level of development of tedhnology. Any investment now was bound to yield returns.
With respect to developing countries, economic arguments were also
very important. He urged that delegates examine the economic v,alue of meteorology in their own context, and persuade governments that meteorology can
be of value for the economic development in their respective countries.
Mr. Mason then turned to the attitude of his government towards
the World Weather WatCh plan. He reaffirmed quite strongly support for
the plan as laid down in the major documents before Congress. Although
the technical plan for the next four_year period would have to be examined
in detail in the Committees, it was basically sound. The British Government would support the five main items of the programme. With respect to
the Global Observing System, contributions would be made to improving the
upper-air observing network, establishing ascents from moving Ships, and
improving surface networks and aviation weather services. Concerning the
Global Data-Processing System, the computer at Bracknell, which already
produces over 400 weather charts daily, would be replaced by a giant computer from the next generation of computers. Furthermore.an offer had already been made to establish a regional meteorological centre at Bracknell.
For the Glo-hal Telecommunication System, it was expected that a completely
modern telecommunication system would be established by his Service 3 and
his Government would seriously consider the establishment of -a regional
teleconummications hub if this should prove necessary •. He was further
very muCh convinced of the need for the EdUcation and Training Programme
and pointed out that many of the assembled delegates had attended either
the Meteorological Office Training School at Stanmore or Imperial College.
With these cordial links it was !loped that assistance could be given in a
major way in the training of staff from developing countries. Moreover, a
new training school with residential accommodation for students would soon
be completed. He also recognized the need for fellowships under this scheme,
the United Nations Development Programme and others.
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With respect to researCh~ the United Kingdom had already implemented
a major expansion of the researCh programme, and he was very interested in
proposals to have effective joint working relationships between WMO and lUGG
in connexion with the Global Atmospheric Research Programme. In his mind
this programme and the World Weather WatCh scheme had always been completely
interrelated and it was very important to have a really effective partnership between these two Organizations. If this could be worked out the
United Kingdom was prepared to support financially the -planning activities
of such a joint body.
Turning now to implementation, the United Kingdom supported the
plans substantially as elaborated in document 43 and would contribute under
all the main headings -- the national programme, providing bilateral assistance to developing countries for the improvement of observation and communication facilities, and the Voluntary Implementation Fund, both in equip_
ment and in cash. He appealed to all countries, and particularly to the
developed countries, to consider seriously contributing cash which was unearmarked and free from conditions. It was absolutely essential for such funds
to be at the disposal of the Executive Committee to fill the gaps which would
undoubtedly arise when the national and bilateral programmes had been corr~
pleted. Finally he wished to re-emphasize the necessity for a training programme.
In conclusion he was tremendously encouraged by the attitude of
the Government of the United Kingdom and the national scientific community
in their support for meteorology. both inside the country and within the
context of the World Weather Watch. I f his few words would make the task
of his fellow delegates in presenting their case to their governments any
easier •. he would be very pleased.

Mr. Bess~oulin (France) reiterated that he was, in principle. in
favour of. the World Weather WatCh plan and of any necessary expansion of the
WMO Secretariat. as well as of assistance to developing countries.
Speaking also as chairman of the Coromi ttee on Technical Questions I
he found document No. 5 very good. This document had been adopted by the
Executive Committee. However, this document did not take into consideration the ultimate results of the planning which had taken place and which
were contained in document 28 and its three addenda. It was a matter of
urgency that the Secretariat be asked to prepare. as soon as possible, a
revised version of document 5, as this would greatly help in the rapid
completion of the work of the Committee on TeChnical Questions. This would
no doubt be welcomed by the chairman of the Committee on Programme and
Budget.
The President stated that he had already asked the SecretaryGeneral to do this and gave the floor to him.
The Secretary-General stated that he shared the views expressed
by the chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions and that he himself
had made passing reference, in his introductory statement, to the same question. He would ensure that this work was put in hand immediately and a revised text produced, as requested, as early as possible.
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Mr. Gibbs (Australia) recalled that World Weather Watch had been
first inspired by artificial satellites, It was hard to imagine that approximately ten years ago there was no artificial satellite orbiting the
earth. The first Russian Sputnik had been followed by the American Tiros,
Nimbus and synchronous satellites, and now the U.S.S.R. had one or two
satellites in orbit. The United Nations resolution calling upon WMO to
utilize these new tools to improve the applications of meteoxology for
the welfare- of mankind had been probably the most important invitation
ever issued to this Organization. In this cOlmexion, the speaker had been
fortunate to be a member of a WMO panel of experts on artificial satellites
with Profess6r Bugaev. Dr. Robinson of the United Kingdom 3 and the late
Dr. Harry Wexler of the U.S.A. He felt that this expert panel had given
the World Weather Watch some pre-natal care and that this Congress would
be the widwife of World Weather Watch. It would then be up to every member to help the struggling infant to develop.
He agreed with Academician Fedorov that meteorologists have long
had a world system. The very excellent plan devised by the SecretaryGeneral for the Global Observing System3 the Global Telecommunications
System and the Global Data-Processing System had borrowed heavily from
previous plans prepared by CSM 3 CMM and the regional associations.
Australia had always been very enthusiastic about the World Weather Watch
as it had a definite self-interest in its success. The numerous gaps in
the southern hemisphere were a tremendous problem for a truly Global
Weather Watch.
Australia. therefore supported the World Weather Watch
as much as p~~sible and had already accepted the invitation to establish
a world meteorological centre at Melbourne. A new building had been provided~ and it was hoped to replace present computers by a very large computer. With the assistance of other countries and the WMO a telecommunications link between Melbourne and New Delhi had been established 3 and through
Brasilia and Nairobi 3 the centres at Moscow and Washington had also been
linked to Melbourne.·
The speaker pointed out that plans without implementation were
sterile. Phased implementation of the World Weather Watch must be begun
by 1968. The teleconununications link which he had previously referred to
had been p~anned for two or three years but after one year of operation it
still was not functioning well. This illustrated that implementation required some time.
With respect to the effect of the World Weather Watch on WMO he
believed that the existing machinery should be changed but that no new
parallel machinery should be created. The technical commissions and the
regional associations could all playa role. A very strong Secretariat
would be needed to support this. If possible the operating sections of the
Secretariat should design3 plan and supervise the work needed for the World
Weather Watch, with possibly a World Weather Watch co-ordinating unit established in the Secretariat.
Turning now to the question of financing. he considered this an
exceedingly difficult problem. If the World Weather Watch plan could not
be implemented. this could set meteorology back for twenty years~ without
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exaggeration. Some countries might not be able to make contributions I but
where possible each should do its utmost to finance its own networks. He
also believed that Australia could provide assistance in the field of meteorological training. Large numbers of foreign students could be accommodated
in Melbourne and he believed· this assistance would be useful in the implementation of the World Weather Watch.
In conclusion he referred to a conference held in Melbourne some
three years ago which had been reported in a book entitled IfWhat is weather
worth?", An assessment had been made of the economic benefits derived from
the meteorological services provided and on a budget of $10 million for the
Meteorological Service~ an estimated $150 million in value was obtained.
He felt that WMO could do much more to make governments aware of the economic benefits of meteorology. The World Weather Watch was a banner for meteorologists and was the means by which the United Nations resolution referred
to above could be implemented.

Mr. Sorodoc (Romania) explained that he conceived the World
Weather Watch as a world meteorological system composed of co-ordinated
services and installations. This would ensure that all meteorological data
used in various countries for research and qurrent operations would be efficiently obtained. Recent progress in science and technology offered unsurpassed opportunity for progress in meteorology and its practical applications. The best advantage should be taken of this opportunity. He stated
that Romania fully supported the World Weather Watch project as presented
by the Executive Committee and stressed the need for WMO's efforts to continue in co-ordinating and encouraging research work which is directly concerned with World Weather WatCh.
He also stressed the importance of professional training for the
World Weather Watch. Cybernetics and electronics had put the means of automation at our disposal and it was of paramount importance that this be used.
However, the hWTIan factor in the efficient use of equipment was equally important, and specialized cadres at all levels were needed. All WMO professional training and educational activities, at all levels, should be intensified and reconsidered to satisfy the personnel needs of the World Weather
Watch plan. He considered that this plan could not be implemented unless
personnel, adequate in qualifications and in numbers, were available. He
proposed that more professional training centres should be established and
that the existing centres be adapted to the needs which would arise. Modern
equipment, including computers for training purposes, should be made available to theu. National centres should promote their own training plans
which could also be used for the advantage of other count~ies. More regional and inter-regional seminars Should be organized covering the new
fields of study on the basis of new programmes.
The speaker also proposed that scientific exchanges and visits
should be organized in the scientific and technical fields and that the
necessary conditions should be established so that the world meteorological
centres and regional meteorological centres would be powerful nuclei for
the training of staff. Support should also be given to Member countries
to adapt training plans in universities and training centres so that the
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correct level could be achieved. For these purposes, the ordinary and
other funds available for assistance should be used more broadly, and
bilateral agreements and voluntary co-operation could also be used.

To help Congress define the best methods for implementing World
Weather Watch, the Romanian Delegation had filed working document No. 91
on the subject of training cadres for World Weather Watch, and a draft resolutlon on this subject had been filed with the Committee for TeChnical
Questions. He hoped that this resolution c~uld be studied on the basis of
common experience and could be transformed into a decision of Congress, He
felt that this would ensure full success of the World Weather WatCh plan
and the greater influence of meteorology on economic development. He stressed
that Romania, within its availafrle possibilities and resources, would do
all it could to bring the World Weather Watch plan_to success.
Mr. SUssenberger (Germany, Federal Republic) recalled that Fourth
Congress had established a planning unit in the Secretariat for the World
Weather Watch. In the meantime all WMO bodies which had. met had dealt in
some form with World Weather Watch. In addition, many expert studies had
been conducted to analyse various aspects of World Weather Watch. As a
result there was now a plan before Congress, and this assembly was called
upon to decide on the introduction and financing of the -World Weather Watch.
He extended his thanks to all those who had prepared the plans and the documentation and-wished to make clear that he was an advocate of the proposed
new system.
In his view, weather prediction for the general public, axiation
and shipping, posed a crucial problem. A frontier had been reached which
could not be crossed by conventional methods} beyond a relatively Shortrange prediction period of_36-48 hours, the accuracy of forecasts left
much to be desired. The problem became even more difficult as regards the
prediction of the changes of large-scale weather pattern.

Theoretical meteorologists were now attempting to solve this problem, considered one of the most difficult in the natural sciences, on the
basis of mathematical and physical methods. The results had shown that
greater progress can be expected through numerical methods, and predictions
for periods of 72 hours were regularly being made. As prognosis was not .
possible without analysis, better analytical techniques would have to be
developed. The Global Observation System, the Global Data-Processing System and the Global'Telecommunications System would be essential elements
of the World Weather Watch. A vast ,network o~ meteorological stations I the
developmet:lt of new observational methods, and improved and expanded telecommunications systems were in many cases even now being developed and implemented. Powerful data-processing -equipment had been, or wo:uld be, in-.
stalled by a number of Meteorological Services.
The speaker did not agree with the cmrunent that World Weather Watch
would make large Services larger and small Services smaller. All had a role
to play and could contribute towards World Weather Watch. If the developing
countries reoeived reliable data and furnished accurate observational data,
this would be a valuable contribu~ion. If·necess~~ certain important
tasks could be left to neighbouring countries in order that concentrated
attention could be given to national problems requiring great effort.
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His government was, therefore, prepared to co-operate fully for
his Service to aSsume its share of obligations. His government was also
prepared to give necessary assistance to developing countries, as undoubtedly a large nUlllber of other countries would do the same. In this era of
international co-operation, such plans should be made. This was in full
conformity with the preamble to the Convention of the Organization.
Mr. Ayad1 (Tunisia) stated that the World Weather Watch plan was
of special interest to developing countries. It encouraged them to venture
into regional research programmes which would improve our meteorological
knowledge for the benefit of all mankind.

The first step would be to set up the necessary observation stations and the second to set up the necessary telecommunications facilities.
Tunisia was aware of its responsibility in this respect and had done much
to overcome the gaps that existed in the country. The number of full-time
observation stations had been increased and was to be further increased;
two automatic stations were to be put into operation in the Sanara. Telecommunication'had been improved both within Tunisia and between Tunisia
and other countries. Fellowships were being given to foreign studen~s for
meteorological training; research was also being undertaken, particularly
with respect to the advancement northwards of the Sahara desert.
He considered that developing countries could benefit greatly
from the World Weather Watch. It would help them to develop thei~ national
resources, _particularly in the field of agriculture.
The speaker concluded by making an official announcement that
Tunisia was setting up in the North of Africa a regional centre for analyses and research.

Mr. ~ (United Arab Republic) pointed out that the views of the
United Arab Republic on the implementation of the World Weather Watch programme were contained in docs. Cg-V/30 and 66.
';I'he United Arab Republic was in full agreement with the plans of
the World Weather Watch and in fact had already started putting some of
the plans into action, particularly with regard to Cairots role as a regional meteorological centre and a regional telecommunication hub. The
United Arab Republic had implemented fully the regional basic networks of
surface and upper~air observations. -An up-to-dat~ institute for training
and research had been established with the help of WMO and the United
Nations. The ~peaker hoped that the RMC at Cairo would be fully functional by the end of 1968 but problems were being encountered in the field
of global data-processing.
While agreeing with-the idea of the voluntary implementation fund,
he thought it essential that a fixed amount be provided in the regular budget as a sure and reliable SOUrce for assisting Members in implementing the
World Weather Watch. Such a fund might be called the regular implementation
fund and would be supplemented by the VIF. A substantial part of the VIF
would have to be in the form of liquid money for several reasons. This
could be realized by asking each donor to accompany donations in kind by
donations in money in the ratio of-20-25 per cent rather than 10 per cent
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as had- been suggested in docmnent Cg-v/43. -Another method of' securing a
substantial amount of money in the VIF would be to fix an amolUlt of money
to which Members could contribute. Contributions of liquid money should
on.no account be subject to any conditions.

Mr. Godson (Liaison Officer of the International Union of Geodesy
and Geophysics with ~O) made the following statement:
If

In the first place, I should like to say how delighted I

8IJI.

to be

able to present the best wishes of the International Union of Geodesy
and Geophysics to the Fifth WMO Congress. The International Union of
Geodesy and Geophysics is proud to be one of the exclusive group of international organizations with whom WMO has formal working arrangements.
In these working arrangements, WMO recognizes the International Un+0n of
Geodesy and Geophysics as an international forum for the discussion of
meteoro-logy as a science and, in its turn, the International Union of
Geodesy and Geophysics recognizes WMO as the United Nations Specialized
Agency responsible for international co-ordination of all matters concerning meteorological activities. The working arrangemepts make provision-for representation of each at appropriate meetings "of the other~
for consultations on programmes developed initially by either organization and for setting up joint committees on items of common concern.
"In the past there has been very fruitful collaboration between
WMO and the International Union of-Geodesy and-Geophysics~ as indeed
there has also been between WMO and the International Council of Scientific Unions~ the parent body of the International Union of Geodesy and
Geophysics. This collaboration has covered both scientific symposia~
where research results have been discussed, and scientific meetings~
where intern~tional research projects have been developed. I need only
mention the many-International Association of Meteorology and Atmospheric
Physics and International Association of Scientific HYdrology symposia
that have been co-sponsored by WMO and the many WMO symposia that have
been co-sponsored by the International Ullion of Geodesy and Geophysics~
as well as the meteorological prograMmes for the Internationai Geophysical Year and the International Years of the Quiet Sun that were
developed and implemented jointly by WMO and the International Council
of Scientific UDions.
II I am sure you will all recall that United Nations Resolution 1.802
called on WMO to continue its planning for World Weather Watch and called
on the International Council of Scientific Unions to develop -a research
program/lle that would be complementary to the WMO prograiJliRe. This resolution presented the International Council of Scientific Unions with "an
unpreceaented challenge~ as well as with a rare opportunity to make a
significant contribution to the betterment of the economic status of all
mankind. The International Coimcil of Scientific Unions entrusted th~
over-all responsibility to meet th~s challenge to the International Union
of Geodesy and Geophysics through its Committee on Atmospheric Sciences~
and approved, as the basic objective of the complementary programme~
t~e study of the atmospheric general circulation; with particular emphasis on the- incorporation into numerical prediction models of all pertinent physical processes and of all pertinent physical parameters as
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observed on a global scale. From the outset, it was realized that the
scientific results of this Global Atmospheric Research Programme, or
GARP as it is now called, would permit meaningful statements to be made
concerning extended range atmospheric predictability and sqould thus
provide a basis for assessing the economic benefits that .could accrue
from a World Weather Watch designed on an optimum basis. It·was equally apparent that, in its observational aspects, the Global Atmospheric
ResearCh Programme would need to calIon both the first and second tec~
nological streams evolving from the World Weather Watch planning studies
of WMO, and thus would be dependent on WMO for support in planning as
well as for implementation.
"At the present time, the ICSU/ruGG Committee on Atmospheric Sciences
has identified and provided preliminary specifications for a number of
GAR? sub-programmes, which have exploratory and/or feasibility objectives.
The International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics recognizes the fact
that the Global Atmospheric ResearCh Programme is more than just a complementary programme to the World Weather Watch; in reality the two are
inextricably interwoven. It is thus not only appropriate but essential
for the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics, acting in the
name of the International Council of Scientific Unions, to join with
WMO in the planning and implementation of the Global Atmospheric Re~
searCh Programme. The International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics
would like to acknowledge the strong s~pport and encouragement it has
received in the Global Atmospheric ResearCh Programme planning ~rom the
WMO Advisory Committee, and is prepared to endorse the proposals for a
joint WMO/ICSU global atmospheric research programme planning committee
made by the Advisory Committee, and contained in Appendix A of document
72 of Fifth Congress. The International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics
therefore commends to Congress both the philosophy and the specific wording of the ~dvisory Committee recommendatio~s, and urges Congress to accept these proposals, thereby paving the way for a unique collaboration
through which the entire conununi ty of atmospheric scientis:ts can bring
all their mental and physical resources to bear on the central problem
which is always uppermost in the resolutions of the United Nations, namely the betterment of the way of life of all mankind."
The President thanked Dr. Godson most warmly for his positive
statement.
Professor Kaplan (President of the International Union of Geodesy
and Geophysics) spoke of his good fortune in having served during the period
of intia! development of the programme in which the International Council of
Scientific Unions through the International Union of Geode-sy -and Geophysics
is collaborating with WMO. He too was proud of the relationship which existed between WMO and the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics and
looked forward to the further development of this association. He therefore thoroughly endorsed the statement of Dr. Godson.
He pointed out that the International Council of Scientific Unions,
through its unions and commission~ reaches the scientific community directly~
principally through the academies and research councils of the adhering

94

SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING

national members. The International Council of Scientific Unions had aPproximately 60 national members and the International Union of Geodesy and
Geophysics would probably have more than 70 after its next general assembly. He hoped that as a result of this co-operative enterprise both the
International Council of Scientific Unions and the International Union of
Geodesy and Geophysics would gain new members, thereby enhancing the probability of the success of the programme and the development of science in
non-member countr.ies. He announced that shortly he was to invite officially every Member of WMO, regardless of its membershdp in the International
Union of Geodesy and Geophysics, to participate in the next gener-a! assembly. He believed that this collaboration would contribute to the implementation of the United Nations Resolution 1802 comparable in its impact with
the International Years of the Quiet Sun. The progress made so far promised
that it would be a history-making enterprise.
The President thanked ProfessQr Kaplan and took the opportunity to
express the thanks of WMO for the spirit of collaboration which had marked
the discussions on the research aspects of the World Weather Watch between
WMO and the InternatiQnal Union of Geodesy and Geophysics-in recent yearS.
Professor-Bolin (chairman of the International Union of Geodesy
and Geophysics Committee on Atmospheric Sciences) was honoured and pleased
to be able to address Congress on the Global Atmospheric Research Programme
and its connexion with the World Weather Watch.
The Global AtmospheriC Research Programme had a very close_ connexion
with the-World Weather Watch and in this context there was a nead for cooperation between scientists everywhere and those who implement-and coordinate programmes in world meteorolo~. He appreciated the words of
earlier speakers who had said that WMO must draw on the talents and knowledge of all scientists. The Committee of Atmospheric Sciences had discUSSed how this could best be done, and the possibility of establishing study
group~ with the participation of individuals in different countries.
TPe
committee had had great benefit from its consultations-with the WMO Advisory C01RlJlittee.
At its last meeting the Committee on Atmospheric Sciences had
agreed on the need to establish more firm working arrangements between national and international bodies in the field of atmospheric research. He
appreciated the wording of the resolution PropoSlng a joint ICSU/WMO com..,.
mi ttee which l'muld include members of sci£;mtific and teclmical competence
and also representatives of the "implementing" agencies to keep the imaginations of scientists in check. He hoped and believed that this would be
one ste~ further towards formu1atlng the Global Atmospheric Research Programme as a truly scientific programme and therefore of value to meteorology and the World Weather Watch.
The President thanked Professor Bolin and said that he was sure
that during Congress suitable arrangements would be made to ensure that
collaboration between the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics
and WMO would develop in a mutually satisfacto.ry manner.
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Mr. Postma (Netherlands) expressed full support for the concept
of World Weather Watch and was prepared to support the global atmospheric
research project. He congratulated members of the planning staff of the
Secretariat and others who had contributed to the development of the World
Weather Watch plan. However, he believed that the urgency with which the
planning of certain items had been undertaken would require that some aspects be reviewed and adjusted. Plans for some items were not sufficiently mature to be adopted in detail. He therefore welcomed the preparation
of an additional document. He also felt that, for these reasons~ the Congress should, in accepting the basic concept of World Weather Watch, provide for some flexibility so that amendments might be introduced during
the further planning period.
The speaker apologized to Members in the southern hemisphere for
his view that while much attention had been given to the observational gaps
in the southern hemisphere and in the tropics, the network in the northern
hemisphere was also inadequate, particularly in the Pacific and the North
Atlantic. Whereas research personnel advocated an optimum spacing for
upper-air stations of between 500 and 700 km, the spacing in the North
Atlantic was presently 1,000 km. He hoped that further planning would
take this into account.
With respect to the role of regional meteorological c-entres in
the Global Data-Processing System, he felt that the plans had not been sufficiently developed to be approved in much detail. Consideration should
be given to the optimum number of such centres and intensive overlapping
should be avoided. Also, up to now, no acceptable integration of planned
regional meteorological centre output and the output of already established
area forecast centres had been achieved. WMO and reAO would be required
to co-ordinate their efforts in this respect.
With regard to financing, he agreed with Resolution 2188 (XXI),
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, a copy af which was appended to document 82. As a long-term policy, the international activities of the specialized agencies should be financed through the United
Nations funds and not through the ordinary funds of the agencies. Well
co-ordinated and integrated plans for well-balanced world development
should be prepared and the administrative arrangements and practices for
using United Nations· funds should be amended to allow financing, to a
greater extent, of operational activities and equipment. However, while
World Weather Watch activities should, to a greater extent, be undertaken
through United Nations funds, he recognized that this was not yet possible
and would consider favourably contributing to WMO activities otherwise. A
completely vol-untary scheme. however, was not the best way and contributions for this purpose should be based on an agreed scale, not necessarily
the same as that for contributions to the regular budget.
Finally, the speaker stated that continuity of projects is of
espec"ial importance in meteorology and only those projects which could be
continued over a very long period would be of maximum benefit. Any plan
for financing should take account of the long-term requirements and guarantee continuity over several financial periods. He expressed the hope
that a joint effort by all members would advance meteorology intensively
in the next four years and thereafter under World Weather Watch.
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Mr. Englebrecht (South Africa) stated that the success of World
Weather Watch would, among other considerations, largely depend on the
adequacy of the global observation coverage. The major part of the efforts made during the first few years of World Weather Watch should be
directed towards improving the basic network. The network in the southern
hemisphere was clearly in'adequate and in the suggested basic networks, a
number of weather ships and the establishment of new: island stations had.
been suggested.
Resolution 22 adopted by Fourth Congress read in part: "Congress
urges Members· to increase ~heir efforts aimed at the implementation of the
additional upper-air stations required to fill the major existing gaps in
the world-wide network, as reproduced in Part A of the annex to this resolution ll • He explained that one of the places named in the annex was th~
Norwegian island of Bouvet~ located at latitude 55° south and longitude
3° east. In this connexion, the South African authorities had proposed
the establishment of an upper-air station on this island to the Norwegian
Government and the latter had declared its willingness to accept the proposal under certain specified conditions.
He was happy to state that South Africa proposed to establish an
upper-air station on Bouvet Island as one of its- contributions to the success of World Weather Watch.
(See also next meeting.)
The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE EIGlU'II P.LENARY MEETIm
12 April 1967.. at 11.00 a.m.

The meeting opened at 11.12 a.m.

The plan for World Weather Watch (Agenda item 5.1) and Im~lementa
tion of World Weather Watch (Agenda item 5.2)
(See paragraphs 19 and 20.)

Mr. Eogatyr (Ukrainian S.S.R.) discussed the benefits which would
result from the World Weather W~tch and emphasized the necessity of implementing its provisions as quickly as possible. He indicated
that his
Government strongly supported the proposal to establish the World Weather
Watch and would participate in it to the maximum of its ability.
Mr. Seck (Senegal) emphasized several problems which would be faced
by the developing countries in implementing World Weather Watch. Tl$'ere Wfire
problems of a technical nature such as deficiencies in the observation networks throughout the African continent, and difficulties in the field of
telecommunications. He expressed the gratitude of his delegation to those
countries who had stated their willingness to help the developing countries
in solving these problems.
He also discussed the problem of training and stated that his
delegation was pleased with the declarations which ha:d been made on this
subject, particularly with regard to fellowships.
He then indicated that there were also financial problems which
could be alleviated to a great extent by the Voluntary Fund, bilateral
agreements and other means. However, the developing countries would also
have to make individual efforts in this respect.
In conclusion, Mr. Seck requested Congress and the distinguished
experts to study the problem of natural catastrophes and to examine the
steps which might be taken to minimize the effects of these, and the assistance which might be rendered. He expressed the hope that WWW would open
up a new era of economic prosperity for the entire world.

Mr. Shibata (Japan) stated that it was obvious that every Meteorological Service including those which would have the responsibility for
regional meteorological centres and regional telecommunications hubs would
have important roles in the implementation of the World Weather Watch.
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These would require large financial investments by the national Meteorological Services for operation and research activities.
He noted that, while the world meteorological centres had already
been initiated, those countries which would have regional meteorological
centres had not yet been designated. Japan had taken preliminary steps,
based on the assumption that a regional meteorological centre would be located in Japan. His national Meteorological Service had already introduced
a new high-capacity electronic computer and automatic data-edit~ng equipment.
Since these preparations involved financial commitment, Mr. Shibata
what
extent each country would be involved in World Weather Watch in order that
those countries could plan their course of action taking into consideration
the financial implications. Congress should further authorize the Executive Committee to take any decision necessary t~ avoid delay in implementation.

stated that Congress should adopt a resolution stating explicit-ly to

He then stressed the willingness of Japan to participate fully in
the World Weather Watch and stated that his country would welcome a Congre~s
decision to establish a regional meteorological centre and a regional telecommunications hub in Tokyo.

Mr. Peroyannakis (Greece) stated that his government fully supported the plan of the World Weather Watch. Not only would it result in the
saving of human lives but it would also lead to the solution of economic
problems affecting international~ political and social relations. Such an
example of international co-operation would contribute much to the establishment of world-wide peace.
Mr. Schwarz (reAO) reiterated the interest of rCAO in the World
Weather Watch in view of its great potential assistance to aviation. He
stressed the desire of rCAOls Air Navigation Commission to achieve necessary co-ordination between the Area Forecast System and the World W~ather
Watch. Progressive integration of the two systems would require detailed
study and discussions between the two Organizations.
Mr. Mathur (India) noted that the national Meteorological Service
of his countrY,which would soon celebrate its centenary~ would be glad to
provide the location for a regional meteorological centre and a regional
telecommunications hub. He stated tl}.at his government ·was fully prepared
to meet the challenge of the World Weather Watch from its own resources as
far as the reqUirements of the regional meteorological centre were concerned.
However, although his country would devote 12.5 million rupees to improve
natlonal telecommunication. fac!li ties. substantial international assistance
would be required to establish the regional telecommunications hub. He concluded by assuring Congress that the Indian Meteorological Service~ within
the capacity of its available resources, would do its best to co-operate
in the implementation of World Weather Watch.
A

Mr. Sen (president of the Co~ission for Synoptic Meteorology)
expressed the~ews of· the Commission for Synoptic Meteorology on the development and implementation of the World Weather Watch. A number of members
of tlie commission believed that the Global Observing System and the Global
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Telecommunications System should have the highest priority. He indicated
that there were numerous doubts and points of controversy with respect to
the output products of the world meteorological centres and regional meteorological centres and the view had also been expressed within CSM that
there should be an attempt to standardize thepe prqducts in the Global
Data-Processing System. He stated that the determination of these output
products would be a continuously developing process. He pointed out that
the question of the overlapping of the areas covered by the output products had also arisen, but that some overlap was unavoidable. He also
mentioned that there might be some confusion in the use of the term "re_
gional meteorological centres" resulting from an erroneous assumption that
they were related to the regional associations.
He agreed with the statement of the Delegate of the U.S.S.R. that
the concepts of World Weather Watch were not new. However~ the implementation of World Weather Watch would serve to consolidate the technological
advances which had taken place and would expedite and accelerate the improvement in meteorological and telecommunications activities.
He then stated that the problem of financial assistance loomed
large in the plans of some countries. He referred to document Cg-v/43
for details of the assistance avai1able. He indicated that most of the
implementation was expected to come from the countries! own resources hut
that~ where this was not possible~ international assistance was envisaged.
He further stated that it would be very difficult to secure international
financial assistance for the costs of personnel and operation of stations.
He concluded by assuring Congress that the Commission for Synoptic
Meteorology would make every effort to ensure the success of World Weather
Watch, and commended the clarity and comprehensiveness of the documentation
on agenda items 5.1 and 5.2.

Mr. ~avo Flores (Chile)~ speaking as the vice-president of Regional Association III, said that South America was subject to terrible
natural disasters earthquakes, droughts and floods that ravaged its cities
and destroyed human lives. For these reasons the countries of the Region
would play a vigorous part i~ the World Weather Watch. WMO must be given
the means to help the developing and newly-independent countries and each
must contribute its share to the success of the project.
j

Mr. Tun Yin (Burma) supported the plan for WWW and said that all
available resources would be used to implement it. As a predominantly
agricultural country Burma was deeply interested in medium and long-range
forecasts for the planning of farming operations and the World Weather
Watch would lead to a greater Understanding of low-latitude synoptic processes.
Stating that new equipment would have to be purchased by Burma
for upper-air stations and telecommunications links, he added that he had
been most heartened by the offers of developed countries to help in providing cash and equipment. More traine~ staff Were urgently needed not only
for daily forecasting duties but also for continuing research into tropical
phenomena. Implementation of the World Weather Watch would bring about these
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improvements and he asked all delegates to give serious consideration to
an all-out effort to assist the developing countries.

Mr. Andrada (Argentina) associated himself with previous speakers
from the southern hemisphere in firmly supporting the World Weather Watch
plan. Success of the plan depended mainly on the development of all the
Meteorological Services participating therein. Implementation required
international co-ordination and for this reason a strengthened Secretariat
and larger budget for WMO was essential. The policy of his government was
to reduce the budgets of UN agencies but an exception was being made for
WMO.

The Argentinian contribution to the WWW plan would include aerological stations and upper-air observations on merchant ships crossing the
Atlantic to South Africa. The successive st~ges of the GHOST scheme would
receive continued support. A regional meteorological centre was being set
up in Buenos Aires with strengthened telecommunications links and the ability to handle digital data. The present activities in education and training would be pursued relentlessly.
He hoped that the World Weather Watch would be a great success.

Mr. Adhikary (Nepal) recalled the attention being given by his
country to the development of a national Meteorological Service. During
1967-1968 ten per cent of the UNDP funds allocated to Nepal were to be used
for meteorology as opposed to the world-wide average of 2 1/2 per cent, as
well as an appreciable amount from the national budget. Nevertheless it
would take 8 - 12 years to create a service capable of helping in the most
pressing development needs.

He hoped WWW would support Nepal by more intensive training, longterm fellowships, telecommunications equipment and automatic weather stations.
Mr. Gan,ji (Iran) considered the World Weather Watch to be the most
important item on the Congress agenda. It would open the door to a new era
in meteorology and its success would depend upon its global application. All
parts of the inhabited world must participate and the material and human
resources of developing countries should be mobilized to help remove the
present disparities between Meteorological Services.
Although he thought document Cg-v/43 to be an excellent paper, he
did not feel that much reliance aould be placed upon national implementation programmes because of the difficulties most directors of Meteorological Services faced in persuading governments to provide the necessary funds.
They were h~sitant to finance projects not providing quick results. He
therefore emphasized the tremendous importance of assistance to developing
countries through the Voluntary Implementation Fund •. He also made a ·plea
for training to be given high priority.
In supporting the World Weather Watch, Mr. Marden dos Santos
(Brazil) outlined the ~lans of his country for the following four years.
A plan for the development of the observing network would be complete in
1971; the telecommunications system would be complete in 1968; 30 Class I
meteorologists would be trained by the same year; a start on data-processing
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would be made in 1969 and 1970 and a research programme would begin in
1970-1971. Better support to commerce, agriculture and industry would
result and many scientific problems could then be tackled. He thought
the World Weather Watch would bring the peoples of the world together in
better understanding.

Mr. Stantchev (Bulgaria) emphasized the need to develop the World
Weather Watch programme but thought that enlarging the Secretariat would
not help much. Additional financing was necessary but the expenditure must
be controlled. He then reviewed briefly the progress accomplished in various aspects of meteorology in his country, including the setting up of key
observing stations, the regional telecommunications hub in Sofia and research projects in micrometeorology and biometeorology. Fellowships for
developing countries had been arranged and would continue. Bulgaria would
try to make its contribution to the World Weather Watch plan.
Mr. Rodriguez Ramirez (cuba) endorsed the plan subject to examination of the structure of the Secretariat and budget to ensure that it was
a real plan of development for meteorology throughout the world. He considered that it was a goal towards which the footsteps of mankind should
be directed. His government had already started working towards implementation of the plan. Training of 30 professional meteorologists had been completed and it was hoped to raise that number to 80. Help from WOOO and the
United Nations would be needed. He then spoke of the importance of research
and the need to strengthen agrometeorology.
Finally he stressed the need for the World Weather Watch to be a
global endeavour with all countries with well-developed national Meteorological Services taking part as Members of the World Meteorological Organization.

Mr. Mostefa Kara (Algeria) described the efforts of his country
to strengthen the national economy following the difficult years it had
endured. The development of the national Meteorological Service had been
part of these efforts and the training of Algerian meteorologists in France
had played a large role. Four years after its inception the Service had
a network of 28 synoptic stations··and 20 aeronautical stations. Upper-air
observations were also being carried out. Further expansion planned would
raise the number of synoptic stations to 30 in the near future and it was
also hoped to install a network of 30 automatic stations in the Sahara.
The telecommunications network was also being further developed. The need
for technicians to operate and maintain equipment was also stressed. He
assured the meeting of his country1s desire to participate actively in the
World Weather Watch.
The President thanked the speakers for their positive statements.
He then referred agenda item 5.1 to the Technical Committee and item 5.2
to the Programme and Budget Committee.
(See also paragraph 73,)
The meeting closed at 12.50 p.m.
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18 April 1967, at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting opened at 2.40 p.m.
After calling the meeting to order, the President made the following statement:
"Many of you will no doubt already have learnt that Professor
Bleeker, Director of the Netherlands Meteorological Service, died in
the early hours of yesterday morning.

IIProfessor Bleeker was not well enough to attend Congress, although
he had hoped that he would recover sufficiently to come at least to the
end part of Congress.
lilt was for this reason that his sudden death came as such a surprise and shock to all of us.
lilt is, I am sure, UIillecessary for me on this occasion to recall

all the contributions to the science of meteorology and the many services to WMO which Professor Bleeker has rendered.
lIMa-ny of you will be as familiar with his work as I am.
IILet me however recall that Professor Bleeker started his career
in meteorology very early and very soon became an eager contributor to
the work of the IMO. His scientific standard~ especially in synoptic
meteorology, was high but it was perhaps his expert knowledge of the
problems and procedures of IMO and WMO which caused his great influence
on the Organization. As chairman of many working groups he has outlined
many important resolutions which have been adopted by the Executive Committee and Congress. He also served for two periods as a very competent
president of the CSM innnediately after the creation of WMO and did much
to ensure that the work of that extremely important commission was develop~d along sound lines.
II I have already sent to Mrs. Bleeker and her family a message of
condolence in the name of all delegates to Congress and I also wish to
express in the name of all of you our sincere sympathy to Dr. Postma
and the other members of the Netherlands Delegation, at the loss of
their very distinguished leader.
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liAs a mark of respect to a distinguished friend and colleague, I
would ask you to stand for ODe minute I s silence. II
Following the observance of one minute's silence by the Assembly,
(Netherlands), . speaking as Acting Principal Delegate of the
Netherlands Delegation, expressed the deep gratitude of his country and of

Mr.

~

the Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute for the mov-ing words and the

high tribute paid to the late Director in Chief, Professor Dr. Wouter Bleeker.
The principal aim and wish of ~ofessor Bleeker dUring the last months of
his active life, which had been devoted to the discipline of meteorology,
had been to participate in this Congress in order to help promote its

achievements and to meet many friends~ old and new. The honour and heartfelt sympathy which the assembled delegates had just paid to his memory had
been especially moving for his closest collaborators. The Netherlands Delegation would always remember the short ceremony with much gratitude. It
also would be a great comfort for Professor Bleeker's wif.e and children.
21.

Report of the Credentials Committee

(Agenda item 1.3)

(Doc, Cg-V/101)

(See paragraph 14.)
The President invited the chairman oi' the Credentials Committee to
present the second report of the Committee.
Mr. de Azc~rraga (chairman of the Credentials Committee) presented
the report contained in the above-_mentioned document. He pointed out that
the credentials received from the observers ,of Barbados~ which had been
reported upon in the first report of the Credentials Committee, and of
Botswana. also~ gave them authority to act as delegates as from the date
of these countries'becoming Members of the Organization. In the case of
Barbados the date had been fixed as 21 April 1967~ and the Committee considered that it would not be necessary to re-examine the credentials issued
by Barbados when that country became a Member.

There being no objection~ the second report of the Credentials
Committee as contained in document Cg-V/IOI was approved.
(See also paragraph 60.)
22.

Report by the President of the Organization - Report on the New
Development Fund (Agenda item 2.1) (Cg-V/PINK!l)
(See paragraph 5.)

Mr. Gibbs (chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget L in
submitting the above document for the approval of Congress, indicated that
the draf't resolution contained in Appepdix B of the document should be numbered 2.1/2 (Cg-V) instead of' 2.1/1 (C'g-V) and corresponding changes should
be made throug~out the document. He pointed out that his report referred
to only one part of the agenda item 2.1, that part relating to the New Development Fund~
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Draft Resolution 2.1/2 and the text proposed for inclusion in the
General Summary of the work of the session~ contained in Appendix B of the
document. were adopted without discussion (see Resolution 34 (Cg-V) - New

Development Fund).
(See also paragr'aph 62.)

23·

Review of WMO ts_@bnioal assistance activities (Agenda item 4.1)

(Cg-V/PINK/S)
.Me. Gibbs (chairman of the Cormni ttee on Programme and Budget)

indicated that in Appendix D of document cg-V/PINK!8 the paragraph numberings "jll .and 11k" should read Itfll and flglI respectively. -In the Spanish
version of the document. a Revision 1 had been circulated, as the original
document had had a paragraph omitted, and in the Russian version of the
document a corrigendum had been distributed.
The speaker drew attention to the fact that during the discussion
on this and other related agenda items, Mr. P. Bourgois, the representative
of the UNOP. had been in attendance.

Mr. Gibbs then submitted document Cg-V/PI~8 which contained, in
Appendices A and D respectively, a text proposed for inclusion in the General Summary of the work of the session and an annex to the text. In Appendices B"and C respectively were draft Resolution 4.1/1 (Cg-V). which was to
replace Resolution 11 (Cg-IV). and draft Resolution 4.1/2 (Cg-V) to replace
Resolutions 14 and 15 (Cg-IV). The document also pr~posed that Resolution
13 (Cg-IV) be kept in force.
The proposed text with its annex and draft Resolutions 4.1/1 and
4.1/2 eCg-V) were adopted without discussion (see Resolution 14 (Cg-V) Co-ordination of technical co-operation at the national level - and Resolution 13 (Cg-V) - Participation oC the World Meteorological Organization in
the United Nations Development Programme), as was the proposal to keep Resolution 13 (Cg-IV) in force.

,gi.

Participation of WMO in the United Nations Development Programme
(UNoP) (Agenda item 4.2) - Technical Assistance component of UNOP
(Agenda item 4.2.1) Special Fund component of UNDP (Agenda item

4.2.2) (CgCV/PINK/6)
Mr. Gibbs (chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget) submitted document cg-V/PINK/6. representing his committee's "report on these
three agenda items.
The text. contained in the appendix to the document. proposed for
insertion in the General Summary of the work of the session was approved"
without discussion.
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Participation of WMO in other aid programmes (Agenda item 4.3)

(Cg-V/PINK/71
Mr. ~ (chairman of the Conunittee on Programme and Budget) 3
before submitting the above document for the approval of Congress 3 armounced
that in the Spanish version of the document a Revision 1 had been issued
and in the Russian version a corrigendum had been issued.

The proposals that the text contained in the appendix to the document be included in the General Summary of the work of the session and that
Resolution 16 (Cg-IV) need not be kept in force were approved without discussion.

26.

IMa Fund (Agenda item 8.7) (cg-V/PINK/3)

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) presented 3 in document Cg-V / PINK/3, his committee IS report on
agenda item 8.7~ and proposed that the text given in the appendix to that
document be inserted in the General Summary of the work of the session.
The proposed text was adopted without discussion.
~.

Review of the Financial Regulations (Agenda item 8.~) (Cg-V/PINK/4)

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) presented the above document which, in Appendix A, contained a
text for insertion in the General Summary of the work of the session and,
in Appendix B, draft Resolution 8.2/1.
The proposed text and draft Resolution 8.2/1 (Cg-V) were adopted
without discussion (see Resolution 38 - Establishment of the Financial
Regulations of the World Meteorological Organization).

28.

Publications Fund (Agenda item 8.5) (Cg-V/PINK/5)

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) introduced his committee1s report, contained in document Cg-V/
PINK/5.
The text proposed for inclusion in the General Summary of the work
of the sessi~nj contained in the appendix to the document, was approved
without discussion.

29.

Conference

rogramme for the fifth financial period (Agenda item

3.4) (Cg-V PINK 9)

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) introduced his committee1s report contained in document Cg-V/
PINK/9J the appendix to which constituted a proposed text for inclusion in
the General Summary of the work of the session. He pointed out that invitations had been extended to all sessions of technical commissions and
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regional associations, except that of Regional Association II, in the fifth
financial period.

Mr. Cancelado MUnoz (Colombia) referred to Appendix A of document
cg-V/40. He wished to clarify the information contained therein concerning
the invitation iss~ed by the Government of Colombia for holding the fifth
session of Regional Association III in that country. He recalled that the
Executive Committee had proposed that this meeting should take place in
September 1970.
BeQause of certain domestic matters of a governmental nature, the
Colombi"an Government had proposed to the Secretariat that the meeting sho.uld
be held in Jl.pril 1970.

This offer had been noted by the Secretariat in a

communication which came out after the above-mentioned appendix
prepared.

h~

been

He therefore asked the Secretariat ~nd. Congress, to consider
Colombia's proposal with this small modification, namely, that the meeting
be held in the month of April 1970.
The President thanked the speaker and pointed out that the.. information which he had given also appeared on page 3 of the revised version
of Appendix. A.

Mr. Rodriguez Ramirez (Cuba) informed Congress that his delegation
had been unable to be present when the matter of invitations had been discussed in the committees. He therefore wished at this time to repeat the
offer m<;lde by the Cuban Delegation· to WMO that the fifth session of the
Commission for Synoptic Meteorology, set for 1970, should be held in Havana.
On behalf of the Cuban Government he wished to confirm this invitation.
The President thanked the Delegate of Cuba for his invitation and
asked delegates whether they could now accept ~he draft text appended to
cg-V/PINK/9 for inclusion in the General Summary.
The draft text was adopted without

o~jection.

The President thanked all countries which had shown their willingness to act as host countries during the next financial period.

30.

Public information (Agenda item 3.5) (Cg-V/PINK/10)

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman ot the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) submitted for approval document Cg-V/PINK/IO. The committee,
he said, .had paid particular attention, in discussing this item, to the
ce.lebration of World Meteorological Day.
The public information policy of the Organization as contained
in Resolution 10 ·~9g-IV) was found to be adequate but in view of the plans
for the World Weather Watch it was thought useful to adapt slightly the
text of the resolution.
The committee had proposed, in Appendix. A of the document, a text
for inclusion in the General Summary of the work of the session and in
Appendix B draft Resolution 3.5/1.
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The pr.oposed text and draft Resolution 3.5/1 were approved without
discussion (see Resolution 10 (Cg-V) - Public information policy).

31.

IMO Lecture (Agenda item 10) (Cg-V/PINK/IO)

The President presented document cg-V/PINK/IO containing in the
appendix a suggested text for inclusion in the General S~ary of the work
of the session.
The text was adopted without discussion.

The meeting rose at 15.45.

108

MINUTES OF THE TENTH PIENARY MEETING

21 April 1967, at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting opened at 2.35 p.m.
32.

Membership of Barbados

The President announced that Barbados bad that day become a full
Member of the Organization. On behalf of Congress~ he extended a warm welcome to the representative of Barbados, who had been attending Congress so
far as observer for a non-Member country.

Mr. Rudder (Barbados) thanked the President, representatives

of

Members and ~l-wishers for their welcome and for their kindness during

the previous three weeks. He assured them that, although his country would
be able to make only a small contribution to the work of the Organization
by comparison with that of others and might need help even in that, whatever
it could do to furth~r the activities of the Organization would be very
willingly done. (Appiause).

2!..

AppOintment of the Secretary-General (Agenda item
(Doc. Cg-v/pINK/26)

9.3)

At the invitation of the President, Dr. Mathur (India), chairman
of the Nomination Committee, submitted the commit~report on the subject (cg-V/P~26) of recommending the re-appointment of Mr. D.A. Davies
as Secretary-General.
The report was adopted without discussion. (Applause).
The President thereupon declared Mr. D.A. Davies re-appointed as
Secretary-General.
The Secretary-General made the following statement:
"Mr. President,

"Delegates to Congress,
liMy

dear colleagues,

"This is the fourth time that I have stood before YOll, on this platform, in similar circumstances. And as on the three previous occasions,
I wish to thank you (all of you) for this renewal of your confidence in
me for a further period of four years.
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III reca.ll that on the first occasion, twelve years ago, I described
my feelings at that time as being a strange admixture of humility and
c0rU:ldence-..,. and today I find mu feelings are very simiJ.ilr to those of
twelve years ago.
"Humility at the thought that this appointment affords an Oppel'-tunity of serving the science of meteorology and of serving the countries
of the world in a way which, by the very nature 9f things, can be
afforded to but few.

"To serve in this way the science of meteorology, the science to
which most of us here today have devoted our working lives, at a time
when new and exciting developments are taking place and in which WMO
as the· sponsor of World Weather Watch has such a vital role to play,
1s indeed a privilege.
"To
friendly
so doing
standing

serve the countries of the world and to encourage and foster
international collaboration in our specialized field (and by
possibly to help in some small measure international underin ~ more general sense) is no less a privilege.

IIWhen looked on in this light~ an element of hwnility in the
Secretary-Generalis approach to his responsibilities seems to me to be
appropriate -- indeed essential.

"But there is nothing incompatible with such an approach and an
approach based on confidence -- confidence in the future of WMO and in
the role which.the Secretariat has to play.
III would hardly be human i f I did not feel that with 12 years I
experience behind me~ I am somewhat better equipped to face my future
duties'-- but the reasons for confidence in the future of WMO are of
course based on very much wider and much deeper considerations than
the experience of any one person.

"The main reagon for believing that WMO has a great future before
at least to me~ is the encouraging approach which you~ the delegates
to this Con~ress~ are showing to the questions affecting the future of
world meteorology~ which you have before you.
it~

liThe general discussion in Plenary on the item of World Weather
Watch a few days ago~ when so many delegates took the floor and without
exception expressed in very positive and constructive terms their
country's support for this exciting new plan, is an example of what I
mean.
"That debate~ and many other developments which hav.e taken place
during Congress, augur well forthe future of the Organization as a whole.
"The understanding of the true purpose and meaning of 't/orld Weather
Watch, by the representatives of many young and developing Member States
of WMO is to me particularly encouraging because it shows that these
States realize that the implement~tion of World Weather Watch will bring
many benefits to them and will assist them in the great efforts they
are making towards economic progress and development.
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ItMuch more could of course be said on this subject but this is
hardly the time and place to do so.
IIHowever.. before leaving the subject of confidence in the future
of WMO, I would like to say a few words about the Secretariat since,
although the Secretariat 1s of course only one part of WMO as a whole,
I think it will be generally agreed that an efficient Secretariat is
essenti~l to the future well-being of ~he Organization.
"In my remarks 12 years ago.. I explained that I faced my (then) new
responsibilities with confidence because, having pr·eviously served on the
Executive Conunittee .. I was well aware that a small but efficient and
loyal Secretariat had been developed by my distinguished predecessor,
Dr. Gustave Swobada--and with such a team of ,colleagues~ I felt sure
that our future tasks could be faced with confidence.
IITod!3:y the Secretariat is somewhat larger __ it could hardly be otherwise in view of the different scope and scale of the functions which it
is n9w called upon to perform. But that same spirit of loy.alty~ efficiency and devotion to duty has been preserved and this remains to me
as great a source of -encouragement and confidence in the future as it
has ever been.
"I am happy -- and indeed proud -- to be- the leader of the staff of
the WMO Secretariat -- many of whom have served with me continuously
during the whole period of the past twelve years~ including my good
fr~end and trusty deputy~ Mr. Rivet.
III am very conscious of our- good fortune in having in the Secretariat staff members of many nationalities~ races, colours~ creeds, traditions~ cultural backgrounds and methods of training -- who nevertheless
are able to work together in harmony and friendly co-operation for the
good of the Organization and hence for the good of meteorology and its
many applications to human affairs.
"Turning now for a moment to the events of the past four yel;lrs, I
would like to take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to you~
Mr. President, and to the Vice-Presidents~ for the support~ assistance
and understanding which has been extended tomer,and to the Secretariat
as a whole, during the past four years.
"I would also like to express iny gratitude to the members of the
Executive Committee as well as to the presidents of the regional associations and technical commissions for their assistance and co-operation
during this same period.
"This is also an appropriate occasion for me to acknowledge the
many kindnesses and courtesies which the directors and the staff of
Meteorological Services have shown to me in the many countries to which
I have made official visits in the course of the past four years. I
have found such visits extremely informative and beneficial from an
official point of view and also excellent demonstrations of the spirit
of co-operation which exists in meteorology throughout the world. I
might add also that in all cases they have been very pleasant personal
experiences.

111

TENl'H PLENARY MEETING

"In conclusion, may I once again express my deep appreciation of
your renewal of confidence in me, which I interpret as a renewal of confidence in the Secretariat as a whole. As I said earlier, it is indeed
a high honour to serve the science of meteorology and to serve the
countries of the world in this way and I shall continue to do all within
my power to be worthy of this honour. II
The President congratulated the Secretary-General on his re-appointment. The Org~nizationls good reputation for solving problems of international cQ-operation was no doubt in a substantial measure due to the
Secretary-GeneralIs acknowledged competence and devotion to duty. Those
qualities were particularly important to the Organization at a time when
it was embarking on the World Weather Watch. He thanked the SecretatyGeneral on behalf of Members for acoepting the re-appo~ntment.
(See also paragraph 80;.)

34.

Approval of the minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (Docs. Cg-V/MIN. l~ 2 and
Carr. ~; 3 and Corr. 11 4 and Carr. 1)
The President invited comments on the minutes of the first phmary

meeting.
The minutes of the first plenary meeting
approved without comment.

(Cg-V/MITN. 1 ) were

The President called attention to the amendments contained in the
corrigenda to the minutes of the second, third and fourth plenary meetings,
and invited comments on the minutes as amended.
The minutes of the second~ third and fourth plenary meetings, as
amended (Cg-V/MIN. 2 and Carr. 1, MIN. 3 and Corr. 1, Min. 4 and Carr. 1),
were approved.
(See also paragraph 52.)

12..

Financial report by the Secretary-General (Agenda -item 2.4)

(Doc. Cg-V!PINK!28)
.
Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal

Questions) submitting the committee's report (Cg-v/pINK/28L said that the
committee had considered the two alternative suggestions put forward by the
Secretary-General in his report and had come to the conclusions given in
the committee's report in the form of a paragraph (2.4) for inclus.ion in
the General·Summary of the work of the session.

Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.)~ commenting on behalf of the Ukrainian and
Byelorvssian Soviet Socialist Republics and the Soviet Union on the question
of arrears in contributions, pointed out with reference to the SecretaryGeneral's financial report, paragraph 23, that those Members were not in
arrears with their contributions to the New Development Fund. As Congvess
would recall, the three delegations had raised categorical objections to
the inclusion of the New Development Fund in the Organization 1 s budget as
an integral part and to the assessment of Members for compulsory contributions to the Fund ... _in stated amOlUlts and currencies. The three Members
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had recognized~ however, that the New Development Fund could be useful in
meeting some requirements of the developing countries and had agreed to
contribute to the Fund voluntarily as seemed best to them. Contributions
had been made - 25 per cent in dollars and the rest in roubles.
Speaking on behalf of the Soviet DelegatiOQ, he had noted that
the funds available under the Organizationls regular budget had been properly administered in accordance with established procedures. However, a
closer examination of the allocations and. expenditures made under the New
Development Fund, as shown in the statements attached to the SecretaryGeneralis financial report (document Cg-V/70, Appendix B)J revealed a most
regrettable state of affairs. It appeared that the total amount in the
New Development Fund for the fourth financial period had been $ 1.5 million,
of which only a very small proportion had been used for the three purposes
of the Fund. For instance .. under IIA. Improvement of facilities".. of a
total of nearly US $ 900,000 available, only about $ 524,000 ~ been used.
The conclusions could only be either that the moneys for the FuD.d had been
set too high.. or that the plans for using them had been ill-conceived.
There could be no question of the needs of developing countries having been
underestimated.
Again, under liB. Education and trainingll .. although the insufficiency of education and training was Deing constantly deplored and the need
for all possible assistance in this field was being constantly stressed ..
the same under-allocation of funds was reflected both within the lines of
the statement and in. the totals. Out of a total availability of over US
$ 150,000, only some $ 20 .. 000 had been spent-__ excluding the $ 4o~ooo for
the Leningrad Conference- .... very largely on long--term fellowships and mainly
for the Sudan.
The state of affairs under IIC. Surveys and studiest! was much more
normal, although much more could be done if greater use were made of the
resources of the highly-developed countries in trained personnel. It was
not the first time that he had fel~ obliged to make that comment .. but his
views had not al~ays been supported. Much had been said about support for
the World Weather Watch and for the Voluntary Implementation Programme, in
which his country would play its part; those programmes would call not.
only for an increase in funds but also for improved efficacy in expenditure.
Dr.~ (U.S.A.) expressed his astonishment at Mr. Fedorov1s
critic1sms. As a member of the Executive Co~1ttee .. he had co-operated
·¥~th Mr. Fedorov and others in seeing that the New Development Fund was
properly launched arid the mOneys properly spent. The representative of
the U.S".S.R. had. participated in the. ~ecutive Committee meetings at which
the FUnd had been discussed. There seemed to be some mistake: the reason
for the inadequate deployment of .fUnds was lack of suitable applications,
particularly in the case of fellowships. Dr. White considered that the
Secretary-General was to be commended on ~s handling of a difficult problem.

The text for inclusion in the General Summary, paragraph

(Cg-V/PINK/28, Appendix) was approved.

2.4~
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(Agenda item 3.7)

Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria), chairman of the Committee on General
and Legal Questions, o~tlined the salient points of the discussion as
reflected in the committee's report.
Mr. Peroyannakis (Greece) informed Congress that he believed that
his government would give favourable consideration to organizing a special
celebration of .the centenary in Athens where Aristotle .. who had been the
first to develop meteorology as a science, had had his school, and where
there stood the Tower of the Winds recalling the early days of meteorology.
However, as he had not so far been able to consult his government, he had
to make a reservation at the time of speaking. He would consult his government upon his return to Athens and confirm the invitation by letter. The
celebration might take the form of a visit to the Tower of the Winds on the
slopes of the Acropolis, visits to places near AthellB known to have been
sites for weather observation, visits to ancient monuments, possibly an
excursion to Olympia or Delphi, a formal celebration with official speeches,
perhaps followed by a film, and an official government reception.
Br. Steinhauser (Austria) announced that he would approach his
government with the suggestion that it invite WMO to hold a Centenary celebration in Vienna, where IMO had been founded. He was unable to commit his
government at the moment, having been unable to broach the matter because
the item had not been on the agenda when he left. For the reason he had
given, his delegation considered that Vienna was the most appropriate place
at which to celebrate the Centenary, but it need not be the only place at
which celebrations might be held.
Draft Resolution 3.7/1 was adopted and the text for inclusion in
the General Summary, paragrap~ 3.7, was approved (see Resolution 11 (Cg-V)Celebration of IMo/wMo Centenary ).

37.

WMO Emblem and Flag (Agenda item 3.8} (Doc. Cg-V!PINK/2l)

Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria), chairman of the Committee o~ General and
Legal Questions, called the attention of Congress to the Committe~ls
opinions as contained in the document and proposed the approval of the draft
appended for inclusion in the Gen~ral Summary.
The text for inclusion in the General Summary, paragraph 3.8, was
approved without comment.

.2§.

Review of the Staff RegulatiOns (Agenda item 8.1)

(DOC. Cg-V/PINK/13)

~

Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria), chairman of the Committee on General and
Legal Questions, introducing the committee's report, pointed out that the
full text of the Staff RegulatiOns would be appended to the Congress resolution on the subject in due course when all the amendments made by Fifth
Congress had been incorporated. The committee's proposals regarding the
Staff Regulations would call for no changes in the proposals for the proportional contributions of Members as contained in the report on the sub-

ject (document Cg-V/PINK/23).
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DraftResolutions 8.1/1 and 8.1/2 were adopted and the text for
inclusion in the General Summary, paragraph 8.1, was approved (see Resolution 39 eCg-V) - Establishment of Staff Regulations of the World Meteorological Organization and-Resolution 40 (Cg-V) - Group insurance against sickness and accident after retirement).
(See also paragraph 68.)
Consideration of the Working Capital-FUnd (Agenda-item 8.3)

(Doc. Cg-V/PINK/24)
Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria), chairman of the Committee on General
and Legal Questions, called the attention of Congress to the committeels
proposals as contained in paragraph 3 of the report and embodied in a draft
resolution and a draft text for inclusion in the General Summary.
Draft Resolution 8.3/1 was adopted and the text for inclusi~n in
the General Summary, paragraph 8.3, was approved (see Resolution 35 (Cg-V)Review of the Working Capital Fund).

40.

Proportional contributions of-Members (Agenda item 8.4)

(Doc. Cg V/PINK/23)
Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria), chairman of the Committee on General
and Legal Questions, reminded Congress that the report before it dealt
only with contributions for the fourth financial period.
Draft Resolution 8.4/1 was adopted and the text for inclusion
in the General Summary, paragraph 8.4, was approved (see Resolution 36
(Cg-V) - Proportional contributions of Members}.
(See also paragraph 57.)

.ll.

The building of the Organization (Agenda item 8.6)

(Doc. Cg-V/PINK/22)

Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria), chairman of the Committee on General
and Legal Questions, invited the attention of Congress to the committee IS
recommendations as outlined in paragraph 4 of the report, to the paragraphs
proposed for inclusion in the General Summary, the draft resolution and the
directives for further action annexed to the draft resolution.
Mr. Peroyannakis (Greece) said that after visiting the area and
discussing. the question of the ext~nsion of the building with architects
and the Swiss authorities he wished to submit to Congress a new proposal.
He had come to the conclusion that, instead of the proposed "TI! extension
to the bUilding, an entirely new building should be erected, similar in
style and struct~re to the eXisting building and parallel to it at the distance specified by the local regulations for constructions in the area concerned. At a later date, the two buildings could be linked to form in plan
a Greek capital "pi". Such an arrangement would permtt a progressive expansion of this space available and would suffice for many generations.
He was aware that his proposal would raise financial problems and legal
problems in an area where much property was indiVidually owned. However,
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none of them were among the four classical insoluble problems, so that the
law, the Swiss Government, the Secretary-General and the competent bodies
of WMO could be the Alexander to that Gordian knot.
The President said that the proposal would be taken into account.
Dr,aft Resolution 8.6/1 and annex were adopted and the text for
inclusion in the General Summary, paragraph 8.,6, vtas approved
tio.n 42 (Cg-V) -The building of the Organization).

42.

(see Resolu-

Staff assessment plan (Agenda item 8.9) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK/25)

Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria), chairman of the Committee on General and
Legal Questions, informed Congress that the committee had discussed the
subject at great length and had come to the conclUSion stated in paragraph
11 of its report and the first of the sub-paragraphs proposed for inclusion
in the General Summary. The committee's fUrther decisions on the item were
contained in the second of the sub-paragraphs for inclusion in the General
Summary. Those proposals would entail the amendment of Staff Regulation 3
and that amendment would be incorporated in the Staff Regulations before
they were appended to draft Resolution 8.1/1 (Resolution 39 (Cg-V).
The text for inclusion in the General Summary, paragraph 8.9, was
approved.
The Pl'esident thanked the chairman of the Committee on General and
Legal Questions for his assistance.

43.

Antarctic meteorology (Agenda item 7.3) (Doc. Cg-V/PI}~/19)

Mr. Bessemoulin (France)~ chairman of the Committee on Technical
Questions, submitted to Congress the draft resolution and a text for inclusion in the General Summary which were appended to the cotnmittee1s
report.
Draft Resolution 7.3/1 was adopted and the text for inclusion in
the General Summary~ paragraph 7.3~ was approved ·(see Resolution 23 (Cg-V)Antarctic meteorology).

Mr.

~

(Australia) made the following statement:

"Australia~ in agreeing to draft Resolution 7.3/1, does so because

we are convinced of the necessity to secure complete agreement of all
nations maintaining meteorological stations in the Antarctic, so that
the development of meteorological programmes in that continent may
proceed without delay. It had been our hope that WMO would have been
given greater authority with respect to meteorological activities in
Antarctica. Australia hopes that the next consultative meeting of the
Antarctic Treaty powers will agree that WMO should assume complete authority for the co-ordination of meteorological activities in the
Antarctic. Thank you, Mr. Pl~esident.1l

n6
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Mr. Andrada (Argentina) made the following statement:
IIMr-. President, as this meeting has just approved the draft resolution on Antarctic meteorology (Resolution 23 (Cg-V) 1 my delegation wishes
to explain its vote, and so we request that the text of our statement be
included in the proceedings of Cong~ess.
"Distinguished delegates, during the discussions on item

7.3 -

Antarctic meteorology - the Argentine Delegation based its position on
the desirability of the Members directly concerned being able suitably
to co-ordinate meteorological activities in the Antarctic. My delegation wishes to pay tribute expressly to the outstanding work being done
by the World Meteorological Organization on the technical aspects of that
co-ordination, and in this connexion, we would point - out that the
countries signatory to the Antarctic Treaty have agreed that the authority recognized to take final decisions on matters concerning the
Antarctic is the Consultative Assembly of the Antarctic Treaty. This
fact, we are pleased to see, has been taken into account in the drafting
of the resolution just approved. We consider that this approach has
prevented from arising a complex jurisdictional problem which would have
delayed the possibility of the adoption of practical solutian~ on important subjects of Antarctic meteorology-.
"The Argentine Delegation supported the establishment of the Working
Group on Antarctic Meteorology because it brought into being a lively
technical body competent to promote meteorology in this sector. Likewise,
we wish to declare our position, stressing the necessity of fulfilling
the principles and objectives of the Antarctic Treaty, and to that end
we feel obliged to remind the signatories that the provisions and spirit
of this i~ternational instrument point to one conclusion: that there must
be a special system of standard procedures on certain subjects and activi t·ies wi thin the framework of the treaty and that the contracting
parties have established their right to decide, in the final instance
and in their own system of advisory meetings, on any measures proposed.
Thank you."

Mr. Bravo Flores (Chile), expressed his government's full support
of the statement made by the Argentine representative.

44.

Publications programme (Agenda item 7.5) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK/14
Appendix B, p. 3, Rev.- 1)

and

Mr. Bessemoulin (France), chairman of the Committee on Technical
Questions~

submitted the text proposed for inclusion in the General Summary
and the two draft resolutions appended to the report~ outlining the salient
points of the committee's recommendations.

The President pointed out that Congress should consider only the
revised version of the programme and languages of WMQ publications for the
fifth financial period contained in the revised annex to the draft resolution on that subject (Doc. ·cg-v/pINK/14 3 Appendix B, p. 33 Rev. 1).
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Draft Resolution 7.5/1 and the revised annex and draft Resolution
7.5/2 were approved (see Resolution 31 (Cg-V) - PublicationSprogramme for
the fifth financial period and Resolution 32 (Cg-V) - WMO Bulletln).

45.

Synoptic meteorology (Agenda item 7.6) (Doc. Cg-V/PINlC/l7)

Mr. Bessemoulin~ chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions~
submitted his committe~ls report contained- in-document Cg-V!PINK/17. He
referred particularly to the discussion on units for wind speed which
showed that different positions were taken by various countries and organizations and that standardization could only be achieved by co-ordination
between na~ional authorities. The committee recommended the adoption of
draft Resolution 7.6/1 to replace Resolution 31 (Cg-IV).
Draft Resolution 7.6/1 was adopted and paragraphs 7.6.1 to 7.6.4
for insertion in the General Summary of the work of the session were ap_
proved without discussion (see Resolution )0 (Cg-V) - Units for wind speed
in meteorological messages for international exchange).
The President thanked the president of the Commission for Synoptic
Meteorology for his assistance during discussions on this agenda item.

46.

Climatology (Agenda item 7.7) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK/27)

Mr.

chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions~
committee's report contained in document Cg-V/PINK/27. The
concerned lest the preparation and printing of regional clishould be hindered by financial difficulties and some measures
taken were proposed in draft Resolution 7.7/1.

Bessemoulin~

submitted his
committee was
matic atlases
that might be

Draft Resolution 7.7/1 was adopted and paragraphs 7.7.1 to 7.7.4
for insertion in the General Summary of the work of the session were ap_
proved without discussion (see Resolution 24 (Cg-V) - Regional climatic
atlases) .
The President thanked the ·president of the Commission for Climatology for his contribution to the discussions on this agenda item.

47.

Instruments and methods of observation (Agenda item 7.8)

(Doc. Cg-V!PINK/18)

Mr.

Bessemoulin~ chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions,
submitted his committee's report in document cg-V/PINK/18. It had been
pointed out that considerable improvement in meteorological instrumentation and observing practices could be brought about by the application of
modern tecl:tnology~ by the organization of technical conferences on specific
problems and by instrument comparisons. Several proposals were incorporated
in the draft Resolution 7.8/1.

Draft ResQlutio~ 7.8/1 was adopted and pa~agraphs 7.8.1 to 7.8.6
for insertion in the General Summary of the work of the session were ap_
proved without discussion (see Resolution 25 (Cg-V) - Instruments and
methods of observation).

118

TENTH PLENARY MEETING

The President thanked the president of the Commission for Inof Observation for his contribution to discussions

str~entsannMethods

on this agenda item.

48.

Aeronautical meteorology (Agenda item 7.9) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK/ll and
Rev. 1)

Mr. Bessemoulin~ chairman of the Committee on Technical QuestioflS 3
submitted his committee's report in Cg-V/PINK/ll. The committee's conclusions concerning the development of area forecast systems were recorded
in Appendix B3 Rev. 1 to this document~ and a memorandum concerning the
need for a full time WMO liaison officer with reAQ in Montreal had been
passed to" the chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget.
At the request of the President, the text of paragraphs 7.9.1 to
7.9.4 contained in document cg-V/prNK/ll~ Appendix B~ Rev. l~ was approved
without discussion for insertion in the General Summary of the work of the
session.
The President thanked the president of the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology and also the representative of reAO for their contribution to the discussion on this item.

49.

·Agricultural meteorology (Agenda item 7.10) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK/l5)

Mr. Bessemoulin~ chairman of the Committee on Technical QuestiollS 3
submitted his committee's report contained in document Cg-V/PINK/15. He
asked Congress to note some amendments to this document:
In Appendix A3 paragraph 7.10 3 second sub-paragraph, line 13 and
also in Appendix. B3 paragraph 13 line 13 for "Secretary-General!!
read "Director General l1 •
In Appendix B3 paragraph 13 under "RECOGNIZING"3 line 13 after
1!population u insert !lin several critical areas of the world!!.
Discussions in the committee had been inspired by the decision
to give increased meteorological support to the world campaign against
hunger.and an agrometeorological programme in aid of food production was
put forward in draft Resolution 7.10/1 and its annex.
Draft Resolution 7.10/1 3 as amended 3 with its annex, was adopted
and paragraph 7.10, as amended, was approved for insertion. in the General
Summary of the work of the session (see Resolution 26 ·(Cg-V).- Agrometeorological services in support of the world campaign hunger).
The President wished to record,his thanks to the president of the
Commission for Agricultural Meteorology for Pis co-operation in the discussion on this item.
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Hydrometeorolo
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and the International Hydrological Decade

(Agenda item 7.11) (Doc. Cg-V PINK 16)

Mr. Bessemoulin~ chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions~
submitted his committee's report in document Cg-V/PINK/16. He wished to
propose an amendment to Appendix B to this document. On page 23 paragraph 2 under nAUTHORlZES"3 after "projects" insert !!on the invitation of
the Co-ordinating Committee of the !RD 'I •
One of the main concerns of the committee had been to avoid duplication in the activities of WMO and other bodies in the field of hydrometeorology. Recommendations for WMO activities in support of the llID wey.e
made in draft Resolution 7.11/1. A memorandum on the staffing of the Hydrometeorology Section in the Secretariat had been passed to the Committee on
Programme and Budget for consideration.
Draft Resolution 7.1l/1~ as amended 3 was adopted and paragraphs
7.11.1 to 7.11.3 for insertion in the General Summary of the work of the
session were approved without discussion (see Resolution 27 (Cg-V) - HydrometeorologY3 water resources development and the ~nternational Hydrological Decade (llID)).
The President thanked the president of the Commission for Hydrometeprology for his contribution to the discussion of this item.
He also wished to thank the chairman of the Committee on Technical
Questions for tRe presentation of his committee's reports.
The meeting rose at 4.35 p.m.

120

MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH PLENARY MEETING

25 April 1967, at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting opened at 2.45 p.m.
The President expressed to the Delegation of the U.S.S.R. the
sincere sympathy of Congress for the tragic death of the Soviet cosmonaut,
Colonel Ing. V. Komarov. He drew attention to the great benefits to meteorology which have resulted from developments in space technology and pointed
out that there would be significant advances in the futUre resulting from
developments in manned space vehicles but that these advances were not without cost as evidenced by the tragic death of Colonel Komarov and the three
American astronauts who have recently died.
Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) stated that people allover the world had
been saddened by the death of Astronaut Kornarov but that he had lived and
died in the interest of humanity as a whole. His death will serve to acqUire more experience and skill so that man's conquest of the universe will
be even swifter. Mr. Fedorov thanked all those who had expressed words of
sympathy to the Delegates of the U.S.S.R.

2!0.

Election of President and Vice-Presidents of the Organization
(Agenda item 9.1) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK!29)

The President called upon the Chairman of the Nomination Committee
to present that portion of the committee's report dealing with the election
of the President of the Organization.
Mr. Mathur, chairman of the Nomination Couunittee,presented the names
of the candidates for President of the Organization, Dr. A. Nyberg (Sweden),
Regional Association VI, and Mr. M. F. Taha (U.A.R.), Regional Association I.
The President requested the First Vice-President, Mr. de Azcarraga,
to preside during the election of the President of the Organization.
Mr. de Azcarraga thereupon took the chair and inquired if anyone
wished to propose any other candidates for the post of President of the Organization in accordance with Regulation 68. There being no further proposals, he declared the list of candidates closed and directed that balloting
for the post of President of the Organization should proceed in conformity
with Regulation 70 requiring a secret ballot. He drew attention to the provisions of Article 10 of the Convention and to the provisions of Regulation
52 relating to voting. He then requested the Delegates of Austria and Sudan
to act as tellers.
The result of the secret ballot was as follows:
Number of votes cast
For Dr. A. Nyberg
For Mr. M. F. Taha

104
58
46
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Mr. de Azcarraga declared Dr. Nyberg re-elected President of the
Organization. He expressed his congratulations to Dr. Nyberg and said that
the Organization would benefit greatly under his Presidentship during another term. (Applause)
Dr. Nyberg made the following speech:
"I want to thailk you very much for the kindness you have shown and

for the confidence in me that you have shown in re-electing me President
for the next financial period. I consider this a great opportunity and
a stimulating experience to work for the Organization in this post.
especially during the next financial period when increased activity in

so many branches of meteorology are planned and when importarit parts of
the World Weather Watch will be implemented. I am sure that the traditional spirit of co-operation wi thin WMO will continue to preva·il and
result in good progress. I hope that~ during this term of office, I
shall succeed in my efforts to serve the Organization with its interests only in view. I will also mention Dn this occasion that I am convinced that myoId friend, Mr. Taha, will continue to serve the Organization with the same intentions. His experience and great knowledge
and his interest in the work of WMO are known to all of us and I hope
that he will contribute to the progress of our Organization in the same
active wa~ as hitherto. I thank you once more." (Applause)
The President also thanked Mr. de Azcarraga for his kind words and
for acting as chairman during the election. He also thanked the Delegates
of Austria and Sudan for serving as tellers. He then suspended further
consideration of agenda item 9.1 until the next Plenary.
(See also paragraph 64).
~.

Approval of the minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (Docs. Cg-V/Min. 5 and
Corr. 1, Cg-V/Min. 6 and Carr. 1)
(See paragraph 34)

Approval of Minutes of the Fifth Plenary was postponed pending
additional corrections.
(See also paragraph 74J
as

22.

There being no comments, the Minutes of the -Sixth Plenary meeting,
were approved.

amended~

Reports by the presidents of regional associations

(Agenda item 2.2) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK/35)
(See paragraph 8)
Mr. Bessemoulin presented the report of the Technical Committee
on this agenda item which was submitted on behalf of the three committees.
There being no comments, the Appendix to document Cg-V/PINK/35
was adopted.
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Reports by presidents of tecl..nical commissions (Agenda item 2.))

(Doc. Cg-V/PINK/36)
(See paragraph 9)
Mr. Bessemoulin presented the report of the Technical Committee
on this agenda item which was submitted on behalf of the three committees.
There being no comments, the Appendix to document Cg-V/PINK!36
was adopted.

22'

Maritime meteorology (Agenda item 7.12) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK!32)

Mr. Bessemoulin presented the report of the Technical Committee
on this agenda item and indicated corrections to be made in the texts of
Appendix A, containing the suggested text for insertion in the General
Summary of the work of the session~ and Appendix B,containing draft Resolution 7.12/1.
There being no comments, the Appendices as amended, were adopted
(see Resolution 9 (Cg-V) - Collaboration with international organizations
concerned with marj,ne .aQum.C..fLlUJd i:t.a .apDlic.ations)
The President expressed his thanks to the chairman of the Technical
Committee and to the president of the Commission for Maritime Meteorology
for their efforts.
~.

Relations with the United Nations and other international organizations (Agenda item 3.3) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK/3l, Rev. 1)
Mr. Akingbehin presented the report of the Comruittee on General

and Legal Questions on this agenda item.

There being no comments, Appendix A, containing the proposed text
for insertion in the General Summary of the work of the session, and Appendices B, C and D, containing draft Resolutions ).3/1, 3.3/2 and 3.3/3,
of document Cg-V/PINK/31 were adopted (see Resolution 6 (Cg-V) - Relations
with the United Nations and other international organizations,Resolution 7
(Cg-V) - United Nations Development Decade, and Resolution 8 (Cg-V) _ Report
of the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts to Examine- the Finances of the United
Nations ana the Specialized Agencies).

21..

Proportional contributions of Members (Agenda item 8.4)

(Doc. Cg-V/PINK!33)
(See paragraph 40)
Mr. Akingbehin presented the report of the Committee on General

and Legal Questions on this agenda item.

Mr. Kalaaji (Syria) made the following statement:
IIThar1k you, Mr. President. On the question of proportional contributions, there are, basically, two schools of thought. One is that WMO
should have its own scale of contributions, the other that, in the interests of uniformity, the United Nations scale should be adopted.
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"Of course, the United Nations scale is the best because it is
based on very valid criteria and these criteria are very precisely
evaluated by official international statisticians of the United
Nations. But, the trend of the last three Congresses to move gradually towards the United Nations scale is a very logical attitude
and meets all of the diverging points of view. F,)r this reason, an
important principle was established which partially solved the problem, the principle that, in every Congress, we must. adopt a resolution in whiCh the scale of contributions for the next fina~cial period would be a combination of 50 per cent of the previous independent
WOOO scale and 50 per cent of the United Nations scale. In doing this,
a new and still independent WMD scale was created, one which represented a step in the direction of the United Nations scale itself and es-·
tablished a compromise which meant that there was something offered to
both schools of thought and that a co-operative solution had been found.
liThe resolution which we have in document Cg-V/PINK!33, unfortunately, dOes not apply this principle. If Congress adopts it, it means that
we have diverged from the principle we have agreed on in previous Congresses and, consequently, we have not made fUrther progress towards
bringing WMO contributions into line with United Nations contributions.
Therefore, those countries who pay higher units than the Uniteg Nations
scale will continue to do so during the fifth financial period while
they are anxious to have the United Nations scale applied. They will
have had no satisfaction at all from this decision of Fifth Congress,
that is, that on this occasion, there has been no compromise between
the two sChools of thought. Furthermore, reference is made in this
resolution to the United Nations scale for the years 1962-1964. This
scale is out of date but We will continue to base our contributions on
it until 1971 when it will be obsolete.
"For these reasons. it would seem desirable that the issue of retaining, for the future, the scale of contributions which was applicable
to the fourth financial period as recommended in document Cg-V/PINK/33
does not reflect the spirit and the principle agreed on in Third and
Fourth Congresses.
"Mr. President, my delegation wishes these remarks to be included
in the Minutes of the Plenary. II
Mr. Bukhari (Pakistan) made the following statement:
"Mr. President, distinguished delegates.
I have a few remarks to make on this document which has been just
now submitted to you. Throughout this Congress, in different committees,
I have often heard the statements and remarks that we should move closer
to the systems and methods established by the United Nations. It has,
again and again, been emphasized that uniformi -t:-y will serve our cause
best. Now, Sir, I must confess that I am a little a·t a loss to find
that this exception has been made. One would have thought that a permanent solution to this problem which was discussed at great length by
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the Fo~rth Congress (and indeed, it has been discussed at very great
length by the various committees of the Fifth Congress) would be to
accept the formula accepted by the United Nations.
liMy delegation, Sir, has tried very. hard -to find some logical

reason to persuade itself to accept this compromise. Now, -Sir, compromises, very unfortunately, if analysed, are invariably rather thin
ways of concealing certain things which lie behind the compromises.
Therefore, Sir, I have asked your permission to make these remarks and
will request you to kindly have them recorded in the record of the Congress. 1I

Mr. Martinez Cobo (Ecuador) made the following statement:
I1Mr. Chairman, my delegation would like to support the statements
made by the distinguished Delegates for Syria and Pakistan. I would
like to recall the resolution which was adopted by the United Nations
Assembly at its last session and which was adopted by a large majority
to the eff~ct that contributions of all specialized agencies should be
subjec-ted to the UN scales. My delegation believes that -the collaboration and the eo-ordination which should exist in the family of the
United Nations require that this stand be taken here as this is the
most equitable one and as contributions are laid down in accordance
with the Gross National Product and the income of each country. This
document recommends a system which we believe is extremely harmful to
the developing countries having a weak economy. Therefore~ we would
like to have our reservations recorded along the same lines as those
made by the Delegates of Syria and Pakistan. II
There being no further comments~ Appendix A~ containing the proposed text for insertion in the General Summary of the session~ and Appendix B, containing draft Resolution 8.4/2, of document Cg-V/PINK!33 were
adopted (se~ Resolution 37 (Cg-V) - Assessment of proportional contributions of M~mbers for the fifth financial period).
~.

Secretary General's contract (Agenda item 8.8) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK!34)

Mr. Bessemoulin, chairman of the working group of the Committee on
General and Legal Questions, presented the report of the working group on
behalf of the committee.
There being no comments, Appendix A, containing the proposed text
for insertion in the General Summary of the session~ and Appendix B. containing draft Resolution 8.8/1, of document Cg-V/PINK/34 were approved
(see Resolution 41 (Cg-V) - Terms of appointment of the Secretary-General).
~.

Organization of technical co operation activities in the Secretariat

(Agenda item 4.4) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK!30)
Mr. Gibbs. chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget. presented the report contained in document Cg-V/PINK/30.
Draft resolution 4.4/1 contained in Appendix B of the report was
approved without comment
(see Resolution 15 (Cg-V) - Administration of
tecbnical assistance projects).

ELEVENTH PLENARY MEETING

125

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) proposed that the following amendment be
made to the text of the General Summary: in the first line of paragraph
4.4.3, replace "close" by "maximum'1,
The proposal was accepted and the text to be included in the
General Summary, given in Appendix A as amended, was adopted without,
further discussion.
The President noted that the meeting had concluded its consideration of the documents listed for the day and suggested that, if the delegates agreed, the remaining time could be used in "discussing additional
available documents. He proposed that the question of consideration of
these additional documents be taken up individually.
60.

Report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda it_em 3,..3)

(Cg-VIDoc. 107)
(See paragraph 21~
No objection to the consideration of this item was received.
Mr. Van Mieghem~ on behalf of the chainnan of the Credentials
Committee submitted the third report as contained in document Cg-V/107.
The report was approved without discussion.
61.

Review of the Technical Regulations (Agenda i tern 7.4)
(Doc. Cg-VlPINE!37)

Mr. Bessemoulin, chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions~
requested that~ in view of the complexity of this item, discussion should
be postponed to a later date.
It was so decided.
(See also paragraph 6%)
62.

Report by the President of the Organization (Agenda item 2.1)
(Doc. Cg-VlpINK/38)
(See paragraph 22.)
Mr. Akingbehin, chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions, presented the report on behalf of the three committees of
Congress.

Mr. Mikhail (U.A.R.) pointed out that the draft Resolution 2.1/1
would replace. Resolution 20-{Gg-IV) and not Resolution 29 (Gg-IV) as indicated in Appendix B.
Mr. Akingbehin confirmed that draft Resolution 2.1/1 replaced
Resolution 20 (Gg-IV).
The draft Resolution 2.1/1, contained in Appendix B as amended,
and the proposed text for inclusion in the General Summary as given in
Appendix A were approved without further discussion (see Resolution 19
(Cg-V) - The Advisory Committee of the World Meteorological Organization).
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Amendments to the WMO Convention (Agenda item 3.1) .
(Doc. Cg-V/PINK,!39)
(See paragraph 17)

Mr. White (United States of America) stated that his delegation
had not yet had time to study the report on this item in detail and requested that discussion be postponed to a later date.
It was so agreed.

(See also paragraph 66)
Th~

meeting rose at 4.30 p.m.
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26 April 1967$ at 9.)0 a.m.

The meeting opened at 9.45 a.m.

64.

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Organization

(Agenda item 9.1) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK/29)
(See paragraph

5l~

~~~~~~~~_~!_~~~_~!~~~_Y~~~:~~~~~~~~_~!_~e~_Q~§~~~~~~~~~
The President recalled that a few days previously Congress had
approved an amendment to the Convention authorizing the appointment of
three Vice-Presidents of the Organization.

He invited the chairman of the Nomination Committee to submit the
list of candidates for the offices of First, Second and Third Vice-President.

Mr. Mathur (chairman of the Nomination Committee) submitted the
list of candidates for the office of Vice-Presidents of the Organization,
which appeared in document Cg-vjPINK/29, and explained that his committee
had not discriminated between the four candidates for the offices of First,
Second and Third Vice-President, and that their names appeared on this list
in alphabetical order. He then read the names of the four candidates, viz.
Messrs. N.A. Akingbehin, E.K. Fedorov~ W.J. Gibbs and A.W. Goldbrunner.

Mr. Goldbrunner (Venezuela) announced that he wished to withdraw
his name from the list of candidates in favour of Mr. Akingbehin.
Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria) stated that it was his intention to stand
only for the office of Third Vice-President.
The President stated that in accordance with Regulation 69 a separate e~ection would be held for each of the offices of First, Second and
Third Vice-President.
He understood that there were two candidates for the office of
First Vice-President and,before proceeding with the election, he asked if
there were any further nominations.
Mr. Donnadieu (Costa Rica) said that, on behalf of his government,
he wished to put forward the candidature of Mr. Elliott Coen.
The President noted that Mr. Elliott Coen was not present and
asked for confirmation that Mr. Coen would accept the office if elected.

Mr. Donnadieu (Costa Rica) said that his government had instructed
him to propose Mr. Coen as a candidate for the office of Vice-President.
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The President wished to know whether Mr. Coen was to be a candidate for the office of First~ Second and Third Vice-President.

Mr. Donnadieu announced that the candidature of Mr. Elliott Coen
was for the office of Second Vice-President.
There being no further nominations the President declared closed
the list of candidates for the office of First Vice-President. He described the procedures to be followed for the election and requested the
heads of the Delegations of Denmark and Jordan to act as tellers.
The result of the secret ballot was as follows:
Number of voting papers:
Invalid voting paper

102
1

Votes cast for: '

Mr. Gibbs
Mr. Fedorov

56
45

The President declared Mr. Gibbs elected First Vice-President of
the Organization. (Applause)

Mr. Gibbs thanked the delegates for their expression of confidence
in electing h~ this important office. He would do his best to discharge
his duties impartially and internationally. He was particularly pleased
that a member of a small Service and someone from the southern hemispher~
had been elected~ and especially since WMO was entering a very important
phase of its activity.

~~~~~~~~-~!-!~~-~::~~~-~~:::~:~~~:~~-~!-~~:-~~~~~~~~~~~~
The President announced Mr. Elliott Coen and Mr. Fedorov as the
two candidates for the office of Second Vice-President.
He appointed the heads of the Delegations of-Canada and Madagascar
to act as tellers.
The result of the secret ballot was as follows:
Number of voting papers
Abstention
Blank voting paper

102
1
I

Votes cast for:

Mr. Fedorov
Mr. Elliott Coen

88
12

The President declared Mr. Fedorov elected Second Vice-President
of the Organization. (Applause)

Mr. Fedorov thanked the delegates for once again honouring him
by electing him a Vice-President of the Organization and thus putting him
in the position to be as active as possible in the Organization. He would
do his best to see th~t the problems of the Organization were solved and
that its aims were achieved as well as possible. He promised to see that
the means of the Organization were used in the most efficient way and that
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its work was carried out economically~ rationally and for the aims for
which it was intended. He would ensure that the activity of the Organization was devoted to the interests of all, and to the peacef~l co-operation
between all. He would do his utmost to ensure that individual countries"
or groups of countries, did not use the Organl$ation solely for their own
aims.
He reiterated his thanks to Congress for the honour bestowed on
him.

!~~~!~~~-~!-~~~-!~~~~-y!~~:~:=~~~=~~-~~-~~=-~:~~~~~~!~~~
There being only one candidate for the office of Third VicePresident, the President declared Mr. Akingbehin elected as the Third VicePresident-of the Organization. (Applause)

Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria) was very grateful for the great honour
and the confidence placed in him. He promised that he would do his best
to justify that confidence through service to the Organization during this
very important phase of its activity.

65.

Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 9.2)
(Doc. Cg-V/PINK/29 and Add. I and Add. 2)

The President stated that the election of 14 members of the
Executive Committee could begin and called upon the chairman of the Nomination Committee.

Mr. Mathur (chairman of the Nomination Committee) pointed out that
the list of c"ffi1dMates in document Cg-V/PINK/29~ paragraph 2 (c},contained
26 names. Following the election of Dr. Nyberg as President of the Organization and Mr. Gibbs, Aaademician Fedorov and Mr. Akingbehin as First~
Second and Third Vice-President respectively~ their names could be deleted
from the list. He also drew attention to document Cg-V/PINK/29, Add. 1 in
which Mr. Desi had withdrawn his candidature. The list of candidates therefore consisted of 22 names. Finally he po-inted out the recommendation of
his committee that the practice of electing members of the Executive
Committee by acclamation be followed only for ex-Presidents of the Organ.ization.
The President then asked whether, in accordance with @eneral
Regulation 68, there were any further nominations from the floor. There
being none he then declared the list closed.
Election of the first elected member of the Executive Committee
The President referred to Article 12 of the Convention w~ich specifies that at least 2 members must come from each Region. Since the list
of candidates contained only one name fro~ Region IV he declared Mr. White
elected. (Applause)

~~~~~~~~-~!-~~~-~~~~~~-~~~~~~~-~~~~:~-~!-~~:-~:~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~
The Delegates of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic and
Morocco acted as tellers.

==
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The results- of the secret ballot were as 1'0110\"18:

Number of voting papers:
Abstentions

100
2

Votes cast for:
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Acquaah
de Azcarraga
Fea
Mason
Raf'alowski
Ramanisarivo
SUssenberger
TOOa
Van Mieghem

1
81
4
1
4
1
1
4
1

The President declared Mr. de Azcarraga elected. (Applause)

Mr. Seck (Senegal) stated that in accordance with Gener~l Regulation 12~ Mr. Akingbehin would cease to be president of RA I following his
election as third Vice-President of the Organization. In his· capacity as
vice-president of RA I~ he would consequently become acting president and
therefore asked that his name be deleted from the list of candidates.

The Delegates of Cuba and Norway acted as tellers.
The results of the secret ballot were as follows:
Number of voting papers:

101

Votes cast for:
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Clerebaut
Fattah
Fea
Mason
Mathur
Rafalowski
Marden dos santos
Shibata
SUssenberger
Taha
Van Mieghem
Wahab

1
1
1
1
1
2

1
1
1
89
1
1

The President declared MW. Taha elected. (Applause)
(See also paragraph 69.)
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Amendments to the WMO Convention (Agenda item 3.1)

(Doc.Cg-V!PINK!09)
(See paragraph 63)

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) submitted his committee IS report in document Cg-v/p~39. The
document contained~ in Appendix A, a text for insertion in the General
Summary of the work of the session; in Appendix B, ~ list of proposed
amendments to the Convention; in Appendix C, draft Resolution 3.1/2 (Cg-V)
which proposed an amendment to the French text of Article 13 (a)J and in
Appendix D, draft Resolution 3.1/3 (Cg-V). The speaker pointed out that
on page- 3 of Appendix B.. the Note under Paragraph 4 (0), IIArticle 10*11
should read IIArticlc 10 (b)*".
The President suggested that Congress first examine_Appendix B.te
find whether there was unanimity on any of the proposed amendments and if
so, the voting on the Articles would proceed. Ifll' however .. there was any
objection to anyone Article, that Article would be discussed at a later
stage.

Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) pointed out that one of the amendments to
the Convention proposed by U.S.S.R. for insertion in the preamble was not
supported by a majority of the Committee on General and Legal Questions.
As he considered this amendment rather important he requested that it be
considered in Plenary. The amendment was designed to establish in the Convention the fact that the activities of WMO were to be directed to peaceful
purposes only. He realized that most delegations, while agreeing that the
activities of WMQ should be directed to peaceful purposes, thought it unnecessary for one reason-or other to insert this in the text of the Convention. He could not agree with that point of view. He understood that
the Meteorological Services of many contries were closely linked with their
armed forces, but the activity of WMO was common to us all, and this collective activity could be directed only towards peaceful purposes. He
thought, therefore, that the mention of IIpeaceful purposes" in the preamble
of the WMO Convention was necessary. Many documents defining the international activity of various countries do have such a reference; documents
defining joint activity in outer space also refer to such IJ.latters. He
concluded by saying that ther_e were two points he wished Congress to consider: the activity of WMO should be carried out firstly, without any discrimination~ and secondlyll' for· peaceful p~poses only.
He requested that
this proposal be put to Plenary and tliat the opinion of Plenary should be
determined by a vote.
The President announced that it had been his intention to take
up only those ,items which were acceptable to everyo~e~ It w-as not possible
to have a discussion at that time. This ·propo.sal of Mr. Fedorov would
therefore be considered later.
PI~39,

He then asked if the proposal, in Appendix B of dOClunent--Cg-V/
to amend Article 2 met with the approval of Congress. .

Mr. Silva de Sousa (Portugal) regretted that his delegation was
not in agreement with the proposal. He believed it sufficient at that
stage simply to declare his objection.
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The President then proceeded to paragraph (2) of Appendix B - the
amendment to Article-3 - and asked if there were any objections to its adoption.

Mr. Sorodoc (Romania) stated-that~ as atmospheric phenomena were
of universal interest, the principle of universality was of crucial Lmportanqe to our Organization. He considered, therefore, that without any discrimination, all countries wno have Meteorological Services should have the
possibility of becoming Members of the WMO. The text of the amended Article 3 represented an obstacle to some independent countries contributing to
WMOfS aims.
The Romanian Delegation -als_o condenmed the fact that so many years
after the adoption by the UN Assembly of the declaration concerning the independence of colonial cauntries J there were still so many dependent territaries, and that- this was reflected in the wMO Canventian.

The President felt that he, -himselfj had misunderstaod the situatian in the Cammittee an General and Legal. Questians concerning this agenda
itemJ and thought it better not to. praceed any further at that time with
this item. The question af amendments to the Convention wauld be dealt
with later.
{S~e

67.

also. paragraph 71}.

Review of the Technical Regulaticns (Agenda item 7.4)

(Doc. Cg-V/PINK/37)
(See paragraph 6h)

Mr. Bessemoulin (chairman of the Committee cn Technical Questions)
submitted for-the appraval of Ccngress dacument cg-V!PINK!37 which inclUdes'
a text far the General Summary and draft Rescluticn 7.4/1 with an annex.
He. point.ed out aIle Change to be made -in the annex to. the draft resalution
under paragraph 8.;7.1.7; the last line reading ",responsible Member cancer_ned" should read Irresponsible Members!!.
There being no. comments J ' draft Resolutio.n 7.4/1 and the proposed
text for insert ian in the General Summary of the work of the §ession were
approved (see Resolution 28 (Cg-V) - Technical Regulations of the World
Meteor?logical Organization).

2§.
(See paragrap~ 38)

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) introduced the report-of his committee contained in cg_V/PINK/42.
The text far inclusion in the General Summary of the work of the
sessian-was approved withaut discussian.
The meeting rose at 12.25 p.m.

133

MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING
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The meeting opened at 2.45 p.m.
~.

Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 9.2)
(Cg-V!PINK!29, and Add. 1 and Add. 2)
(See paragraph 65.)
.!l~c!.i£.n_of !.h~

!o£r!.h_el.e.£.t~d-!'l~E.e.E. ,£f_ t!!.e_E.?!.e.£.uiiye_C~i!.t~e

The Delegates of Bulgaria and Spain were appointed tellers for
the ballot.
The results of the voting were as follows
Number of voting papers

Blank voting papers

99

3

Votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Acquaah
Andrada

o

Ayadi

o
o

o~

Bessemoulin
Clerebaut

1

Fattah

6

Fea
Mostefa Kara
Kintanar

1
1

o

2

Mason

Mathur
Rafalowski
Ramanisarivo
Marden dos Santos
Shibata
3lissenberger
Van Mieghern
Wahab

73

7

o

1

3

o

1

o

The President declared Mr. Mathur elected.
.!l.~..c!.i2.n_o!.

!.h!:. !.i!,t!!;

(Applause)

£.l~c!e~ !!!..~b~r_o! !h~ ~;:.c~t!v~ Qo~it!.e;:.

The Delegates of Malaysia and Czechoslavakia were appointed
tellers for the ballot.
The results of the voting were as follows
Number of voting papers

100
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Blank: voting papers

2

Abstentions

2

Votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Acquaah

Andrada
Ayadi
Bessemoulin
Clerebaut

0
1
0
1
0

Fattah

2

Fea
Mostefa Kara

Kintanar

4
1
0

Mason

1

Rafalowski
Rarnanisarivo

7

Marden das Santos
Shibata
SUs~enberger

Van Mieghem
Wahab

0

77
0
0
1
1

The President declared Mr. Marden dos Santos elected.

(Applause)

~l~c~i£n_o! .!.h~ ~iEt!:! ~lf:..c.!.e~ !.!!..e~b~r_ of. .!.h~ !X~c~t1.v2. .Q.o~!t.!.e~

The Delegates of Pakistan and the U.S.S.R. were appointed tellers
for the ballot.
After having declared the voting closed, the President stated that
the delegates could have a rest until the results were announced.
The results of the voting were as follows :
Number of voting papers
Blark voting papers

100

2

Votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
.Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Acquaah
Andrada

Ayadi
Bessemoulin
Clerebaut

Fattah
Fea

Mostefa Kara
Kintanar
Mason
Rafalowski
Ramanisarivo
Shibata

0
0
1
1

2
1
2
0
1

79
7
1
2
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Mr. SUssenberger

o

Mr. Van Mieghem
Mr. Wahab

1

The President declared Mr. Mason elected.

o
(Applause)

~l~c.!i.2..n_o.! .!.h~ ~e'y'e~t!!. ~.~..c!e~ ~e!!!.b~_of .!.h~ ~x~c!::!.t!.v~ Q.0~!t.!.e~

The Delegates of the Ukrainian S.S.R. and Switzerland were appointed tellers for the ballot.
Upon completion of the voting, Mr. Azmy (Morocco) expressed a
small

reserve~

not in connexion with the procedure but because the PIe-nary

had been suspended and the delegates had not been informed when the Plenary
would resume. As a result, the speaker and some other delegations had not
been given voting slips and had not been able to participate in the voting.
The President explained that the meeting had not been suspended.
He had said that the delegates could rest until the results of the election
were available. He was sorry. but he thought it was necessary to follow
the rules.

The results of the voting were as folloWs
Number of voting papers

88

Blank voting papers

2

Invalid voting papers

1

Votes cast for

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Acquaah
Andrada
Ay<;tdi
Bessemoulin
Clerebaut
Fattah
Fea
Mostefa Kara
Kintanar
Rafalowski
Ramanisarivo
Shibata
Slissenberger
Van Mieghern
Wahab

o
o
o
63
1
1

4

o

o
10
1

3

o

2

o

The President declared Mr. Bessemoulin elected.

(Applause)

!l~c!i£n_o!!h~~i~.!h_e!e..£.t~d_m~mE..e.E.£f_t~e_E~e..£.u.!.i'y'e_C£'m.!!!.i.!t~e

The Delegates of New Zealand and Yugoslavia were appointed tellers
for the ballot.
The results of the voting were as follows
Number of voting papers

101
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Votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

o
o
o

Acquaah
Andrada
Ayadi

23

Clerebaut

Fattah
Fe.
Mostefa Kara

3

Kintanar

1

1

2

4

Rafalowski

Ramanisarivo

46

Shibata
SUssenberger

1

o
o

Van Mieghem
Wahab

20

As no candidate has secured a simple majority~ a second ballot was
held between Mr. Clerebaut and Mr. Ramanisarivo. who had received the highest number of votes,
The tellers for the second ballot were the Delegates of Australia
and Nepal.

the

After the President had announced that the voting was completed.
of U.S.S.R. added his voting paper to the ballot box.

Dele~ate

The President asked if Congress would accept the procedure whiCh
had been followed.
Several delegates objected and the President ruled that the ballot
was therefore invalid.
Mr. ~ (United Arab Republic) wondered if the procedure following
such an objection would not be to put it to the vote. Congress might then
approve the cancellation of the vote or, if it did not, the election would
be valid.
The President said that the procedure followed by the Delegate of
the U.S.S.R. had been against the rules. As an objection had been raised
he ruled that the ballot was not valid.
The President announced that a further ballot would be held
the same two candidates, Mr. Clerebaut and Mr. Ramanisarivo.
The tellers for this ballot were the

Del~gates

of Kuwait and

Mongolia.
The results of the voting were as follows
Number of voting papers

bet~een

101

Invalid voting papers

3

Abstentions

2
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votes cast for

42

Mr. Clerebaut
Mr. Ramanisari vo

54

The President declared Mr. Ramanisarivo elected.
.§.l~c~2..n_of !.h~

P-!!.t!:!. ~l~..c.!.e~ !!!,e!!!.b!:F_of. !.h~

(Applause)

~~c~t!..v~ .Q.o~!..t!.e~

The Delegates of Saudi Arabia and Peru were appointed tellers for
the ballot.
The results of the voting were as follows

99

Number of voting papers
Invalid voting papers

1

votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

52
o

Acquaah
Andrada
Ayadi
Clerebaut

1

o
o

Fattah

4

Fea
Mostefa Kara
Kintanar
Rafalowski

30

o
4

Shibata

5

SUssenberger

o

Van Mieghern

1
1

Wahab

Mr. Acquaah was declared elected.
~l!:.c!.i.£.n_o! !h~

!.e.!!.tE.

(Applause)

!:..l~c!.e~ !!!.e~b.~~..r_of

!.h!:,.

!x!:.c~t.!.v!:.. Qo~.!..t.:~e!:..

The Delegates of Afghanistan and Greece were appointed tellers.
The results of the voting were as follows:
Number of voting papers

Blank voting papers

101
1

votes cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Andrada
Ayadi
Clerebaut
Fattah

0
0
0

6

Fea

0

Mostefa Kara
Kintanar
Rafalowski
Shibata
SUssenberger

3
0

6
83
0
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Mr. Van Mieghem

2

Mr. Wahab

0

Mr. Shibata was. declared elected.

(Applause)

The President announced that voting for the election of the members of the Executive Committee would be resumed at the following day's
meeting.

(See also paragraph 76J

1Q.

Implementation of World Weather Watch (Agenda item 5.2)

(Cg-V!PINK!41)
(See paragraph 20)

Mr. Gibbs (chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget)
drew attention to the corrigendum (Cg-V/PINK/41 3 Carr. 1) issued to the
French version only of his committee's report on this subject, and to the
following corrections which should be made to the English version:
In Cg-V/PINK/41, page 1, under I1Appendices n ,

after ItDraft Reso-

lution 5.2/1 (Cg-V)", delete uREV.2";
In Appendix A, page 2, paragraph 5.2.5, line 4, after IIMembers ll
insert "will".
Draft Resolution 5.2/1 was adopted and paragraphs 5.2.1 to 5.2.8,
as amended, were approved for insertion in the General Summary of the work
of the session (see Resolution 17 (Cg-V) - World Weather Watch implementation programme).

71.

Amendments to the WMO Convention (Agenda item 3.1) (Cg-V/PINK/39)
(See paragraph 66)

The President suggested tbat discussion on other parts of the
document Cg-V/PINK/39 might be deferred to a later meeting, Qut that the
amendments proposed in Appendix B might be discussed and then voted on.
Under Article 27 (c), amendments to the Conventioh would come into force
on approval by a two-thirds majority of Members which are States .

.AT!i.".l". ~

ldL

A roll-call vote was taken on the adoption of the amendment proposed in Cg-V/pmK/39, Appendix B, paragraph 1. The results of the vote
were as follows:
Votes in favour
Afghanistan
Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Barbados
Belgium
Brazil

Bulgaria
Burma
Burundi
Byelorussian S.S,R.
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
Ceylon
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Mexico

Chad

Mongolia
Chile
Nepal
China
Netherlands
Colombia
Congo J Democratic Republic of New Zealand
Nicaragua
Costa Rica
Niger
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Nigeria
Norway
Dahomey
Pakistan
Denmark
El Salvador
Peru
Philippines
Ethiopia
Poland.
Finland
Romania
France
Rwanda
Gabon
Germany, Federal Republic of
Saudi Arabi a
Senegal
Ghana
Singapore
Greece
South Africa
Guyana
Spain
Iceland
;India

Sudan

Indonesia

Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand

Iran
Iraq

Israel
Italy

Ivory Coast

Togo

Jamaica

Tunisia

Japan

Turkey

Jordan
Kenya
Korea Republic of

Uganda
Ukrainian S,S.R.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet-Nam
Yugoslavia
Zambia

Kuwait
Lebanon

Libya
Luxembourg
Madagascar

Malaysia
Mali

,Mauritania

.Votes against

Ireland
Portugal

Abstentions

United Arab Republic

For the amendment
Aga~nst

the amendment

Abstentions

95
2
1

The amendment to Article 2 (d) was adopted.
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A roll-call vote was taken on the adoption of the amendment proposed in Cg-V/PINK!39, Appendix E, paragraph 3. The results of the vote
were as follows :
Votes in faVOUr

E

Afghanistan
Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Barbados
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Bum.

Burundi
Byelorussian S.S.R.
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
Ceylon
Chad

Chile
China
Colombia
Congo, Republic of
Congo, Democratic Republic of
Costa Rica
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guate!liala
Guyana
Hungary

Iceland
India
Indonesia

Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy

Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malaysia
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Peru

Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Rwanda
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Singapore
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tunisia
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Turkey
Uganda

Ukrainian S.S.R.
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic

Votes against

t

none

Abstentions

t

Austria

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet-Nam
Yugoslavia
Zambia

For the amendment

100

Against the-amendment

none

Abstentions

The new Article
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1

5 was adopted for insertion in the Convention.

!rli £l2. 2
A rgll-call vote was taken on the adoption of the amendment proThe results of the-vote

posed in Cg-V/PINK!391 Appendix B, paragraph 4.

were as follows

t

Votes in favour :
Afghanistan
Algeria

Argentina
Australia
Austria
Barbados

Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burma

Byelorussian S.S.H.
Cameroon
Canada

Central African Republic
Ceylon

Chad
Chile

China
Colombia
Congo, Republic of
Congo, Democratic Republic of
Costa Rica
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark
Ecuador

El Salvador
Ethlop-ia
Finland

France
Germany~ Federal Republic of
Ghana
Guyana
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Luxersbourg
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Madagascar

Spain
Sudan

Malaysia
Mali
Mauritania
Mexico

Sweden
Switzerland
Syria

Morocco
Nepal
Netherlands

Tanzania 3 United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tunisia

Nicaragua

Niger

Turkey

Nigeria

Uganda

Norway

Ukrainian S.S.R.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
United States of America

Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Polalld
Portugal

Romania

Uruguay

Rwanda

Venezuela
Viet-Nam
Yugoslavia

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Singapore
South Africa

Zambia

Votes against

none

Abstentions

none

For the amendment

96

Against the amendment

none

Abstentions

none

The amendment to Article 9 was adopted.
~~i~l~!3 (first sentence)

A roll-call vote was taken on the adoption of the amendment proposed in Cg-V/PINK!393 Appendix B~ paragraph 5. The results of the vote
were as follows ;
Votes in favour
Afghanistan
Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Barbados
Belgi1J.!ll
Brazil

Chile
China

Bulgaria

Colombia

Burma
Burundi

Congo, Republic of
Congo, Democratic Republic of

Bye~orus~ian

S.3.R.

Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
Ceylon
Chad
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Czechoslovakia

Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua

Dahomey

Niger

Denmark
Ecuador

Norway

El Salvador

Pakistan

Ethiopia
Finland

Peru

France
Germany" Federal Republic of

Poland

Costa Rica
Cuba

Nigeria

Philippines

Ghana
Greece

Portugal
Romania
Rwanda
Saudi Arabia

Guatemala

Iceland
India
Indonesia

Senegal

Iran

Spain

Iraq

Sweden

Singapore

South Africa

Ireland

S~itzerland

Israel
Italy

Syria
Tanzania~

Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan

United Republic of

'Ihailand

Jordan

Togo
Tunisia
Turkey

Kenya

Uganda

Korea, Republic of
Lebanon

Ukrainian S.S.R.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet-Nam
Yugoslavia
Zantbia

Libya
Madagascar
Malaysia

Mali

Mauritania
Mexico
Mongolia

Morocco
Nepal

Votes against : none

Abf3tentions

none

For the amendment

97

Against the amendment

none

Abstentions

none

The amendment to Article 13 was adopted.
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A.r.1i.£.1!:.l.3

(new sub-paragraph (b»)

A roll-call vote was taken on the adoption of the ~endment proposed in Cg-V/PINK/39~ Appendix B3 paragraph 6. The results of the vote
were as follows :
Votes in favour

Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Barbados

Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Korea, Republic of

Belgium
Brazil

Kuwait

Bulgaria

Burma

Libya
Luxembourg

Burundi
Byelorussian S.S.R.
Cameroon

Malaysia
Mali

Lebanon

Madagascar

Mauritania
Mexico
Mongolia
Ceylon
Morocco_
Chad
Nepal
Chile
Netherlands
Chin~
New Zealand
Colombia
Nicaragua
Corigo, Republic of
Congo, Democratic Republic of Niger
Nigeria
Costa Rica
Norway
Cuba
Pakistan
Czechoslovakia
Peru
Dahomey
Philippines
Denmark
Poland
El Salvador
Portugal
Ethiopia
Romania
Finland
Rwanda
France
Germany, Federal Republic. of
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Ghana
Singapore
Greece
South Africa
. Guatemala
Spain
.Guyana
Sudan
Iceland
Sweden
India
Syria
Indonesia
Tanzania, United Republic of
Iran
Thailand
Iraq
Togo
Ireland
Tunisia
Israel
Turkey
Italy"
Uganda
Ivory Coast
Canada

Central African Republic
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Ukrainian S.S.R.

United States of America

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern
Ireland

Uruguay

votes against

none

Abstentions

Switzerland

Venezuela
V!et-Narn
Yugoslavia

Zambia

For the amendment

98

Against the amendment

none

Abstentions

1

The new sub-paragraph (b) of Article 13 was adopted.
!.r~i.£.l~

1:.5

A roll-call vote was taken on the adoption of the amendment proposed in Cg-V/PINK!39, Appendix B, paragraph 1. The results of the vote
were as follows :
votes in favour
Afghanistan
Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Austria

El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany, Federal Republic of

Barbados
BelgiUIll

Ghana

Brazil

Guatemala
Iceland

Bulgaria
Burma
Burundi
Byelorussian S.S.R.
CameroDn

India
Indonesia
Iran

Canada

Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast

Central African Republic
Ceylon
Chad
Chile

Iraq
Ireland

Japan
Jordan
Kenya

China
Colombia
Korea, Republic of
Congo, Republic of
Kuwait
Congo, Democratic Republic of Lebanon
Cuba
Libya
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark
Ecuador

Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malaysia
Mali
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Spain

Mauritania
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco

Sucian
Sweden
Switzerland

Syria
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian S.S.R.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
United states of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet-NaIR

Nepal

Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
NOI'\'lay

Pakistan
Peru
Philippines

Poland
Portugal
Romania

Rwanda
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Singapore
South Africa

Yugoslavl-a

none

Votes against

Abstentions

I

none

For the amendment

95

Against the amendment

none

Abstentions

none

The amendment to Article 15 was adopted.
(See also paragraph 83.)

The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE FOURTEENTH PLENARY MEETING

27 Apri1·1967, at 9.)0 a.m.

The meeting opened at

9.45

a.m.

General consideration of technical programme and maximum expendi_

tures for 1968-1971 (Agenda item 6.1) (Doc. Cg-V/PINK/44)
(See paragraph

15~)

Mr. Gibbs presented the report of the Committee on Programme and
Budget on this agenda item. He first drew attention to the.. .provisions of
document Cg-V/PI~34 referring to Agenda item 8.8 which provided for specified increases in the salary of the Secretary-General and in the representation allowances of the Secretary-General and the Deputy SecretaryGeneral. He indicated that it would be possible to absorb the increase in
salary within the proposed budget but that the increase in representation
allowances necessitated an increase in item IIF of the budget from $13~000
to $17,000. He then indicated a number of amendments to be made in document Cg-V/PINK/44 and its appendices as follows:
-Cg-V/PI~44, page

5, paragraph 4.4.2, in the third line, the
word "assuptionll should be changed to l1assumptionlt •

-Cg-V/PI~44, page

9, paragraph 8.3, in the third line, the word
"classification" should be inserted between the words "functional ll
and "and".

-·-Appendix A, page 1, paragraph 6.1.1, in the second line, the figure "$11,813,00011 should be changed to $11,817,,000".
-Appendix A, page 2, paragraph 6.1.8 should be changed to read
"Congress directed the Secretary-General 'to submit to Sixth Congress the breakdown of expenditures during the fifth financial
period under both the functional classification and the classi_
fication by object of expenditures (meetings, staff expenses,
travel, equipment, and supplies~ etc.). II
-Appendix B, following (AUTHORIZES the Ex.ecutive Connnittee: 1I in
paragraph (1), in the second line, change "thirteen" to read
If seventeenll •
-Appeniix B, page 2, the paragraph beginning IIDIRECTS II , should
read IIDIRECTS the Ex.ecutive Connnittee and the Secretary-General
that, notwithstanding Articles 4.2 and 7.6 of the Financial Regulations, transfers may not be made during the fifth financial
period from the appropriation sections presented for Personnel,
Premises, Activities in Support of the Global Atmospheric Research
ProJect, and Long-Term Fellowships.tI
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... Appendix B.. page 3 .. in the column headed "Revenue ll , the amount
of contributions should be changed to u~nl.. 807 ,,000" and the total
Revenue changed to 11$11,817,000 11 • In the column headed IIExpendi_
tures" .. the amount in Part II, llic.ecutive Management .. should be
changed to 11$11.9 .. 000 11 and the total Expenditures should be changed

to 11$11,817,,000 11 •
-Appendix B, page 6 .. under Part 11 F .. Representation, the sum of
U$13,000I1 should be changed to 11$17,000" and the Total Part II
should be changed from 11$109,000 11 to "$11,3,000""

-Appendix B, page 9, an amount of "$156,,_917" has been erroneously
left in the Total Part IV and should be deleted.

-Appendix B, page 11.. the Total Parts I - VIII should be changed
from 11$11 .. 813,000 11 to "$11,817',000""
-Appendix E~ page 13~ in the diagram Part E~ in the centre box at
the bottom of the page~ uVIF" should be changed to IIVAI?"
-Cg-v/PI~44~ page 5~ paragraph 4.4.3~ in the last sentence, the

words "to visit the other services in the Region"
deleted.

should ·be

Indicating that the maximum expenditure had been agreed upon by
a large majority of the committee~ he then gave a detailed summary of the
deliberations of the committee.

Mr. Bravo Flores (Chile) recommended that the last sentence of
paragraph 4.4-.5 of document Cg-V/PI~44 be amended to read liThe amolUlt
of $10,000 was inserted for the assistance and the travel of the president
of RA III". He also recomrnended that Appendix B, page 9~ Part TV E.3 (b)
be Similarly amended to indicate that the sum of $10,000 is allocated to
assistance and travel expenses.
Mr. Gibbs indicated that the committee had no objection to making
the terminology broader and indicating "assistance including travel ll for
the presidents' of RA I, RA -II and RA Ill.
Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S.R.) made the following statement:

"Mr. President, I wish to discuss Appendix A, paragraph 6.1.1 with
reference to the ceiling of the budget. I consider gentlemen, that in
the course of the present Congress, in particular, the Programme and
Budget Committee under the leader~hip of our colleague~ Dr. Gibbs~
carried out some very good and proper work~ work which has given us all
the possibility of becoming fully familiarized with the va~ious aspects
of the expenditures and with the various requirements. As a result of
this work~ as can be seen from Appendix A~ the maximum figure of expenses has been reduced if we compare it to the figure which was initially contained in the draft budget submitted by the Secretary-General.
Of course, this is correct. However~ I consider that our work has not
as yet achieved full success and I consider that we can make and should
effect a larger reduction in the draft budget if we compare this figure
and the figlU'e presented to us by the Secretary-General".
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IIWhat are my reasons for making this statement? In the first place ..
I consider that all of ~s are the representatives of our States and that
the WMO budget really is made up of our means .. the means of our administrations, of our States .. contributions made by our nations. It is only
natural that I.. even as each and every one- of you" should be concerned ..
should see to it that the expenses incurred and the use made of our contributions be as small as possible. That 1s reason number one. There
is a second reason which I would explain. Due to the fact that the
draft budget which has just been presented for our consideration is a
draft budget which COnsiderably exceeds tpe actual authentic expenses
and requirement's of QUI' Organization.. I assum~ that this maximum amount..
this ceiling.. is in exces~ of the sum which would be suffic"ient to guarantee .the efficient work of our Organization. These are the two reasons
which motivate my statement. One, I repeat, to achieve savings with
regard to the resources placed at the dispos~l of the Organization by
our States and, two, the fact that the sum is in excess of our actual
requirements. This is why I think that we could reduce this maximum
amount by an approximate $2 .. 000,000 and we could set the maximum amount
at $9;700.. 000 or $9,800,000. Should we accept 9.7 million, that would
really mean an·annual increase of our· budgetj if we compare it to the
figure quoted in the last budget, of 8 per cent. But if we consider that
the figure of 7.2 million does not correspond to the budget presented
but is to include the New Development Fund.. in other words.. cannot be
compared to the figures for the forthcoming financial period.. the in~
. crease of the budget as compared to the actual budget of the last ~eriod
~ould be even greater and would amount to some 10 per cent per annum. II

"Now then.. how would it be possible for us to effect a further
reduction of the budget? I am going to quote approximate figures which
I believe would be appropriate for the various sect·ions .of the budget.
I will not insist. on the exact figures Which I am going to quote since
they could vary some\,lhat. I am simply insisting that the general figure
should not exceed $9 .. 700.. 000. I am going to quote some examples of possible reductions which I think might prove acceptable. II
"With reference to Part I, Policy making organs, the amount quoted
could be $357,000 instead of the· $289,000 which we found in the previous
period. In other words, the increase would be more than 30 per cent.
Under Part II, Executive management, the increase need not be considerable. Instead. of $59,000 for the past period, we could quote $63,000
for the forthcoming period. In Part III, Programme o~ technical activities; the sum can, of course, be increased but not to such a sum as
proposed. I would think that $l~250,000 would suffice. As for Regional
Activities and Liaison with United Nations Organiza~ions, I think that
we have committed too large an increase in the expenses and I think that
it would be enough if .. instead of having $157 .. 000 as in the last period,
to have $300.. 000 for the forthcoming period. When it comes to Administrative Expenses, Part V.. these administrative expenses should not be
unduly increased. Instead of quot:i,.ng $472 .. 000 for the last period .. we
could refer to $630,000 or $640,000 for the forthcoming period. I think
that oth~r Budgetary Provisions should be increased but not to this very
large extent. Instead of having $743000 as in the last period, I think
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we could safely quote $180~ooo. As for _Panels and Working Groups of
Constituent Bodies .. $150 .. 000 was the amount spent last period~_ I think
we could increase this amount considerably but not to the extent quoted
here. I agree that we could earmark some $600,000 for the forthcoming
period inasmuch as it is- intended to have a larger amount of meetings
of these panels and working- groups. Lastly.. with reference to Part VIII,
Personnel; I think that we could earmark a lower amount than the amount
which is proposed.
"Onee again... I am not insisting on this exact apportionment of our
budgetary means. I am simply quoting some examples of-a way which would
make it possible to effect some savings .. whic~ would make it possible to
make a reduction and arrive at the figure I referred to earlier. In our
draft budget, at the present time, we_find, unless I am mistaken, the
sum of $500,000 for long-term-fellowships. Since we do not have a voluntary fund, for the time being, and a number of delegations feared that
this might really mean difficulties in training staff, I think that the
concern expressed is justified to a certain-extent but I think that to
earmark $5CXJ,OOO is simply an unduly large amount. I think that the
amount will not be forthcoming and I suggested in mY budget that ~e earmark, not $500,000 but $300,000, it being understood that this amount
would_ be used solely for the present period owing to the fact that we
do not have a voluntary fund. In other words, I suggested that we effect
a- saving on this particular item of' some $2QO,000. At the same t-ime, .I
would like to allay the fears of the delegates of the developing countries and propose that on behalf of the Soviet Union alone, and right
now, in the course of this year~ a large number of fellowships will be
made 'available in order to train personnel .coming from developing countries. I have had occasion to refer to this offer. I made the offer at
one of the meetings of the Programme Committee. I talke4 to several of
the delegates of the developing cQuntries and I wish to explain that I
have the possibility right now to offer to the developing countries,
fellowships ~n the Soviet Union which enable developing countries to
s.end their people to us. I can, on behalf of my Service offer twenty
fellowships of varying kinds. Let us say ten or possibly fifteen of
them would be at universities or at hydrometeorological institutes which
correspond to university level education. This of course invol-ves training in languages and would last for about 6 years. I
in a position
to offer further fellowships in order to train specialists having a lower
level of qualification, for instance people working in laboratories, observers and so forth. Together with education in languages, this tr·ainiug would take three or four years and I am also in a position to offer
fellowships for staff who are graduafes from universities and higher
insti tutes~ the training· to last two or three years. This education
would be given in a higher technical institute. These 20 fellowships
would, unless I am mistaken, correspond to a sum of some $200,000. This
is the contribution which our country and our services are ready to
make forthwith, in order to enable our colleagues from the developing
countries to come to our coUntry this very year to start their training.

am

"Mr. PreSident, and gentlemen, I am making a proposal for your
consideration that we reduce the ceiling of expenses as compared to the
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sum proposed-to us by the Secretary-General and as compared to the one
which has been offered to us for approval by the Programme Committee~
to $9,800,000 which, of course, does already mean a significant increase
in the expenses of our Organization. I request that this sum be discussed and I also ask that you reme.mber when discussing my proposal that
I have offered a certain number of fellowships for training staff of
developing countries in the Soviet Union. Mr. President~ I would b~
most happy if you could enter this statement in the Minutes, the statement regarding t_he .ceiling of the budget and I request that my proposal be discussed and that we come to an appropriate decision. Thank
you very much, Mr. President. If
Mr. \\'hite (U.S.A.) stated that the Committee on Programme and Budget
bad carefully considered each item in great detail. Each item had been submitted to a vote in the committee and Congress could not l at this late date J
make arbitrary cuts in the budget. He stated that the level of $11 1 800,000
is a sound level of expenditure for the next financial period and further
stated that this level was somewhat below the level which his government
had indicated it was prepared to support. He pointed out that this amount
is necessary ~f' WMO is going to meet its obligations under the World Weather
Watch programme and if it is going to meet its obiigations to the developing countries. He then expressed the strong support of his delegation for
the proposals of the programme and ~udget committee.

Mr. Postma (Netherlands) stated that he strongly supported the
statements of~elegate from the United states of America. He added
that he was convinced that it would be very difficult to fulfil' all the
tasks which have to be done in the next few years within the budget of
$11,800,000. Any further cuts would be detrimental to the. i.\iture development of the Organization and of meteorology.
Mr. ROdriguez Ramirez (Cuba) stated that his delegation was in
favour of increasing the- budget but not to the extent proposed. He wished
to second the proposal made by the Delegate of the U.S.S.R. He further
stated-that he wished to congratulate the Delegate of the U.S.S.R. for his
offer to place fellowships at the disposal of the developing countries.
Mr. SUssenberger (Federal Republic of Germany) stated the Organization could not move ahead und~r a budget which allowed for only an eight
per cent growth rate per annum. The budget of about $12,000,000 is the
minimum which will be needed in- the next financia_l period. Therefore, the
Delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany would approve the budget in
the form presented by the committee.

Mr. Hannan (Australia) stated that his delegation wished to protest in the strongest possible terms'against the proposal to reduce the
budget. He further stated that it was not reasonable to replace the results of three weeks of deliberation by figures whose criteria have not
been discussed.
Mr. Stantchev (Bulgaria) stated that a large number of delegates
felt that the figures quoted in the budget were too high. He stated that
usually, the difference between the majority and the minority was of the
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order of five or six votes.

Even though the m1ll1mum figures proposed by

the Soviet Union might not be adopted, Congress should consider a reduction to a figure lower than $11,000,000.

Mr. Goldbrunner (Venezuela) stated tha~ any international organization or private firm needs sufficient funds to work effectively. He
pointed out that the sum proposed was the maximum allowable expenditure
which did -not mean_ that the entire sum would necessarily be expended. He
noted that an attempt was being made to reduce a budget which had already
been reduced by a considerable amount. A further reduction would effectively hamper the Secretary-General and the Executive Committee by failing

to provide them with the necessary funds_to carryon the work of WMO. He
concluded with the statement that his government wished to support this
minimum budget.
Mr. ~ (United Kingdom) stated that_ the United Kingdom Delegation considered that the proposals before Congress were a reasonable
compromise between the need for economy and the tremendous tasks that have
to be performed in the next financial period. He noted that the Committee
on Programme and Bu~get had~ in actuality, effected a saving of SOme
$2,OOO~OOO on the proposals of the Secretary-General. Even with the addition
of some items, the net saving effected was $1,10°1000. To make an arbitrary
cut at this late moment would be irrational and irresponsible. ThereforeJ
the United Kingdom would strongly support the proposed budget.

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) stated that his delegation felt that it
would not be impossible to effect some further savings. ~he Committee on
Progr~e and Budget was faced with a very difficult task since~_ in view of
the proposed reorganization of the Secretariat, the committee did not always
have all of the criteria which were necessary to make an entirely proper
decision. The reduction proposed by the U.S~S.R. is too great. The Spanish
Delegation would have preferred a smaller maximUm figure but accepts the
one now appropriated. However, the Executive Committee will now have
greater control over expenditures. Additionally, the provision which has
been made to prevent the transfer of certain funds will serve as a safetyvalve on expenditures. - Therefore when the budget is adopted s Congress
should consider the amount appropriated as a maximum figure, not one that
has to be spent.
The proposal to reduce the budget was put to a vote by a shoW of
hands and the results were as follows:.
For
Against
Abstentions
submitt~d

10

74
14

The proposal for reducing the maximum expenditures which had been
by the Delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was

rejected.
Draft Resolution 6.1/1 and its annex, as amended 1 contained in
Appendix B and the text for inclusion in the General Summary as given in
Appendix A were approved without further discussion (see Resolution 33
(Cg-V)~imum expenditures for the fifth financial period).
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Mr. Fedorov ~Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) stated that he
did not wish to contest the result of the vote nor to repeat what he had
said before. But he wished to supplement his previous comments. He requested that what he was about to say be reflected in either Appendix A
or in the Minutes of the proceedings. He pointed out that it was well
known that the scientific and technical aotivities of the Organization
were bound to grow and that this would necessitate the creation of new
posts in the Secretariat for specialists with very high qualifications
and who have sufficient experience in those fields. He proposed that
the following text be included in the records as a directive of Congress
to the Secretary-General and the Executive Committee~ in order to assist
them in taking action on this matter.
"Congress noted that the increased budget will enable the staff
of the Secretariat to be increased and stressed the need to
recruit staff with high scientific and technical qualifications
and with appropriate experience. II
He added that he did not wish to insist as to where this statement should be inserted but reiterated that in his view it should be inserted as a directive of Congress.
Turning then to the subject of grants, Mr. Fedorov confirmed that
the U.S.S.R. was ready to offer grants beginning this year (1967). These
grants~ he said, were offered to all Services and Organizations and to a21
delegates who wished to take advantage of them. He pointed out that requests should be made to the state Committee for Cultural Relations with
Countries Abroad and also to himself (Mr. Fedorov) at the Hydrometeorological Service of the U.S.S.R. He said the requests for such grants which
~ere made during May and June could be processed in time to allow personnel to commence training in September 1967. Any requests received later
than this, however, might miss the opportunity for this year (196T). He
confirmed that 20 to 40 such grants would be available in the near future
and stressed that these opportunities would meet a real need for the training of personnel from developing countries.
The President noted that the text proposed by Mr. Fedorov for
inclusion in the records was in accordance with the terms of the Staff
Regulations and confirmed that the text would be inserted in the report
of the Congress as representing the wishes of Congress.

73·

The plan for World Weather Watch (Agenda item 5.1) (Doc. cg-V/

PINK/43l
(See Minutes of the Eighth Plenary Meeting,·)

Mr. Bessemoulin (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted the report as contained in document Cg-V/PI~43. Appendix A of
the document contained the text to be included in the General Summary.
Appendix B comprised draft Resolution 5.1/1 and its annex.

Mr.

BUkhari

~Pakistan)

made the-following statement:
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liMP. President~ distinguished delegates"
liTo begin with I do apologize for requesting the floor but.. unfortunately .. being the only delegate .. I did not have the opportunity of
saying a few words about this far-reaching

plan..

I

mean

the

World

Weather Watch. Mr. President .. Sir" my country_as you know is subject
to degrees of weather. It suffers from it, unfortunately every year.
Sir .. we do attach .. perhaps if I may be permitted to say so, a little
greater importance to weather than some others. This plan is, in its
concept, far reaching. Its scope is so great.. r hope for the good of
humanity .. that it even staggers onels imagination.
"Mr. President .. Sir, I find that Regional Association II has made
a recommendation in which Karachi figured as one of the RMCs. Our Meteorological Department, our government and our people welcomed this decision. We do not pretend to have all the means, Mr. President. What we
do dare, Sir, is to assure the Congress that there is the will. We are
a young nation with a young Meteorological Service. We need your understanding. We ask for encouragement and we expect your support. Now,
Sir~ unfortunately-, in the document just presented to us the name of.
Karachi in no longer there. But, Sir, we do not take the document as
the last word. One privilege and prerogative of youth and young nations
is hope~ Mr. President~ and we continue to hope that Karachi will be
given due consideration with greater understanding of the problems of
developing nations. Karachi, Sir, has the potentiality, indeed far
greater than perhaps it has beep realized. If you permit me, Mr. President, I would like to say that Karachi could be, and indeed is, an allencompassing processing centre capable of incorporating in its programme one or more applied meteorological fields depending on the requirements of recipient Members. For the present, Sir, to our knowledge these
Member countries are Burma, Iran (who I believe is represented here by
the president of RA II which made this recommendation), Iraq and S·yria.
Sir, in my countrY3 with our very limited resources 3 but with a firm
determination..- we continue to make every possible effort to improve our
Meteorological Service, to serve not only the interests of our own
country but, we hope, Sir, the interests of our Region. Mr. President,
Sir, I hope, ~ven at this late hour~ and indeed I earnestly wish to apM
peai to all those not only in the Congress but in the Executive Committee
Which, in this document, has been charged with bringing the RMCs up to
date under the new programme, that what this document omits for reasons
that be, the Executive Committee and the Secretariat3 and Sir I would
here arid now like to express our gratitude through the Secretary-General
to the Secretariat for their comprehension and indeed understanding of
our problems, would make this good sooner than perhaps one might fear
to expect. The sooner, Slr~ the better. Mr. President, Sir, I thank
you very much. II

Mr. Kalaaji (Syria) said that Karachi had the capabilities and
potential to be an RMC and that Syria strongly supported Karachi as one of
the RMCs. He asked Congress to include Karachi as such in the plan.
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The President stressed that the present plan was a flexible one
and that the Executive Committee would study the question later.

Mr. Fedorov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) stated that the
document and its conclusions were very important and expressed his gratitude
to all involved in the presentation of the document. He was of the opinion
that the document was highly satisfactory and recommended that Congress
should approve it. Mr. Fedorov then outlined the intentions of the U.S.S.R.
with regard to the implementation of the plan. The ·U.S.S.R. would:
- Respect the standards and requirements of the.World Weather Watch.
- Contribute to the implementation of measures to be taken for the
WWW in outer space~ over the oceans and in Antarctica. The launching of meteorological satellites of a type similar to those
already in orbit would continue. Information received from these
satellites will be disseminated on a larger scale than at present. Measures would be taken to:
- Improve observations over the oceans and in Antarctica.
- Develop further telecommunication links.
- Take an active part in all research activities.
- Provide all forms of assistance either through bilateral agreements or through the Voluntary Assistance Programme; and
- Give assistance to nations in the field of meteorological training.

In conclusion, Mr. Fedorov stated that he thought the measures
suggested in the document were correct and reasonable and that the U.S.S.R.
would do the maxtmum possible to contribute to the common good.

Mr. Bravo Flores (Chile) stated that his delegation fully supported
the document especially with respect to Antarctica and requested that the
following statement be included in the minutes:
"Chile adopts and. endorses the report of the Working Group for
Antarctica which took place in February 1966 1 especially with regard
to the setting up of three regional telecommunication centres and meteorological centres of McMurdo (U.S.A)J Mblodezbnaya (U.S.S.R.) and Pedro
Aguirre Cerda. Chile, aware of its responsibilities to participate ac~
t~vely and efficiently in the World Weather Watch, adopted in ltsnatlona1 budget the corresponding units in order to comply with the fun~
tions of the National Meteorological and Telecommunications Centre in
Pedro Aguirre Cerda in the Antarctic. Thank you, Mr. President. H
There being no objections, draft Resolution 5.1/1 and its annex
and the text to be included in the General Summary were adopted without
further discussion (see Resolution 16 (Cg-V) - World Weather Watch).

._-_._---
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Appreval of the minutes (Agenda item 1.6) (Doc. Cg-V!Min. 5#

Carr. 1 and Corr. 2~ Cg-V/Min. 7, Corr. l~ Cg-V/Min. 8, Corr. l.ilf
cg-V!Min. 9)
(See paragraph 52.)
Cg-V/Min. 5 as amended by Cg-V/M;in. 5, Corr. 1 and Corr. 2 were
approved without comment.

The Secretary-General pointed out a further correction to Cg-V/
Min. 7 ~ on behalf of Mr. Taha. On page 25 of Cg-V/Min. 7, in the 6th line,
the words "or in kind tl should be inserted between the words "money" and
IIshould ll •
This further correction was adopted and the minutes, as amended
above and by Cg-V/Min. ~ Corr. 1.ilf were approved.
cg-V/Mi~. as as amended in accordance with Cg-V!Mln. 8, Corr. 1,
were approved without discussion.

Cg-V/Min. 9 was approved.without discussion.

~Pr""o"m:::o..::t-=i.::o"n""o"f::m=e7tei'0"r"o",1"o""i"c",a"1=-t",r"a"i",,= (Agenda i tern 7 2 )
(Doc. Cg-V PI
40)
6

Mr. Bessemoulin (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
submitted the report contained in document Cg-v/p~40. He explained that
a further paragraph was still to be added to the text for insertion in the
General Summary and would be issued as an addendum to this documentG
Draft-resolution 7.2/13 contained in Appendix B to document cg~V/
PINK/40,was approved without comment (see Resolution 22 (Cg-V) - Promotion
of-meteorological education and training).
The text to be included in the General Summary as contained in
Appendix A to document cg-v/PINK/4o was approved on the understanding that
the meeting would discuss the additional paragraph at a later date.
{See also paragraph 8l..,)

1£..

Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 9.2)
(DoC. Cg-V/PIf(f;/29 and Add. 1 and Add. 2)
.
Election of the eleventh elected member of the Executive Committee

------------------------------------------------------------------

The Delegates of Colombia and Burma acted as

telle~s.

The results of the secret ballot were as follows:
Number of voting papers:
Blank voting papers
Abstentions

100
5
2
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Votes cast forr
Mr. B.H. Andrada
Mr. T. Fattah
Mr. K. Mastera Kara

Mr. R.L. Kintanar
Mr. s. Rafalowski
Mr. J. Van Mieghem
Mr. E. SUssenberger
Mr. A.H. Wahab
Mr. G. Fea
The President declared

57
9

1
1

18
2

1

1
3
Mr. Andrada elected. (Applause)

Election of the tw_elth elected member of the Executive Connnittee

----------------------------------------------------------------

The Delegates of Romania and Thailand acted as tellers.

The results of the secret ballot were as follows:
Number of voting papers:
ID.ank voting papers

100
1

Votes cast forI
Mr. J. Van Mieghem
Mr. G. Fea
Mr. s. Rafalowski
Mr. E. SUssenberger

67
12
18
2

The President declared Mr. Van Mieghem elected. (Applause)

(See also paragraph 77.)
The meeting rose at 12.23.

MINUTES OF THE FIFTEENTH PLENARY MEETlNG

27 April 1967 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting opened at 2.45 p.m.
77.

Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 9.2)

(Doc. Cg-V/PINK!29)
(See paragraph 76J
!l~.c!.i.2.n_o.! E"l~ !h.!.r.!.e~n!.h_ele.2.t.!:..d_m~m~e.£ £.f_ t!!e_E,!e.£u,!.i ye_CE..ffi.=.
~i!t.!:..e

The tellers for the ballot were the Delegates of Ireland and
HlUlgary.

The results of the voting were as follows
Number of voting papers

100

Votel3 cast for
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Fea

Kara
Rafalowski
SUssenberger
Wahab

17
1
18
63
1

The President declared Mr. SUssenberger elected.

(Applause)

~l~c!i£n_of. E'1~ !o~r.!.e~n.!?_el:,.e.£t.!:..d-1D~.£.e.E. ,2.f_ t!!e_E,!.e..£.u,!iye_ C£ID.=.

mittee
The Delegates of Japan and Syria were appointed tellers.
The results of the voting were as follows
Number of voting papers
Spoiled voting papers

100
2

Votes cast for:
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Ayadi

1)8

Fattah
Kara
Kintanar
Wahab

1
4
15
30

The President stated that as no candidate had obtained the.requiaite majority, a second ballot would be necessary between Mr. Ayadi
and Mr. Wahab who obtained the largest number of votes.
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The Delegates of Barbados and the United Arab Republic acted as
tellers.

The voting was as foLlows
Number of voting papers
Abstentions

97
2

Votes cast for
Mr. Ayadi

Mr. Wahab

55

40

The President declared Mr. Ayadi elected.

(Applause)

The President proposed that. as agenda items 9.1 and 9.2 had been
completed s he would draft a suitable short text for insertion in the General Summary of the work of the session.
There being no objection, it was so agreed.
78.

Promotion of meteorological research (Agenda item 7.1)
(Doc.

Cg"v/pINK/46)

Mr. Bessemoulin (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
presented the report of his committee on this item, consisting of four
draft resolutions and a text for insertion in the General Summary of the
work of the session.
Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria). referring to the proposed text of paragraph 7.1.4 of the General Summary. suggested the deletion of the words
"rather than establish new ones II at the end of the second sentence. since
the intent of Congress was evidently satisfied by the third sentence of
the paragraph. He proposed that the second sentence should read :IIIt considered that it would be desirable to support these existing institutes."
Mr. Wahab (Sudan) supported the proposal of the Delegate of
Nigeria. In his·view the original text would obstruct the establishment
of new institutes without helping to support existing ones. He pointed
out that the funds used for setting up new institutes and for supporting
existing institutes came from different components of the UNDP.
Mr. White (United States) did not believe that arbitrary limits
should be set to the number of research institutes in the world. The
only criterion should be the need for a new institute -and he therefore
supported the previous -speakers.
Mr. Bukhari (Pakistan) wished to go a step further and proposed
the deletion of both the second and third sentences of paragraph 7.1.4.
He thought that it was impossible to determine in 1967 the needs of the
developing c01.U1tries even a few years ahead. He hoped that WMO ·r'lould continue to play its important role in the social and economic development
of those c01.U1tries and would not set arbitrary limits of the kind suggested
by the proposed text.
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Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria) said that he had no objection to the
proposal made by the Delegate of Pakistan but felt that his earlier amendment fully reflected the views of the Committee on Technical Questions
which had discussed the item.
There being no objection, the four draft Resolutions 7.1/1,
7.1/2, 7.1/3 and 7.1/4, together with the text for the General Summary
as amended by the Nigerian proposal, were approved (see Resolution 20
(Cg-V) - Promotion of meteorological research, Resolution 21 (Gg-V) International Visiting Scientists Programme, Resolution 18· (Gg-V) - World

Weather Watch Research Programme, and Resolution 12 (Cg-V) - EstabliShment
of prizes for outstanding scientific research work in the field of meteorology) •

1.9..

Organization of the scientific and teclmical work of WMO
(including functions of regional associations and. technical com-

missions)

(Agen~a

item 7.13) (Doc. Cg-V/pINK(47)

Mr. Schneider (vice-chairman of the Committee on TeChnical Questions) presented document cg-V/PINK/47 forming the report of his committee.
He recalled that the committee had felt there was no need for major changes
at present but that a detailed ~t~dy of the scientific and technical structure prior to Sixth Congress is desirable. A draft resolution proposing
the establishment of an Executive Committee panel of experts to carry out
this work was submitted to Congress~ together with a text for insertion_in
the General Summary.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) requested ciarification of two points in
the text of the annex to draft Resolution 7.13/1. The first of these points
concerned paragraph (3) of the terms of reference which did not state clearly the role of the Executive Committee. He then proposed that the text of
this paragraph could be revised to read: II (3) To revise these draft proposals in the light of Members I comments and to submit the revised proposals
to the Executive COJlllllittee for considerat.-ton by the latter and for subsequent consideration by Sixth Congress. II The second point related to para.graph (1) under tlprinciples tl which did not seem necessary since- Members
must~ in any case~ be consulted on matters affecting them.
He therefore
felt that it could be deleted.
Mr. de Sousa (Portugal) pointed out that it was not appropriate
to refer to the action to be taken by_the Executive Committee in the terms
of reference of the panel. He felt that the concern of the Delegate of
Spain was well covered by "DIRECTS (6)11 of the draft resolution and that
the text proposed in paragraph (3) should stand as guidance for the panel.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) remarked that he could see the different
points of view but that there was ambiguity in the text as it stood. He
suggested that his point of view could also be met by deleting the last
six words of paragraph (3) - II for subsequent consideration by .Sixth Congress" - but that one or other of the two proposals he had made should be
approved. He then re-stated bis belief that it was also necessary to delete (1) under "Principles".
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The Spanish proposals to delete the last six words of paragraph
(3) in the terms of reference and to delete paragraph (I) under "Principles" were then agreed, and with these changes draft Resolution 7.13/1.
its annex and the text for insertion in the General Summary were approved
(see Resolution 5 (Cg-v) - Review of the organization of the technical and
scientific work of WMO).
80.

Appointment of Secretary-General (Agenda item 9.3)

(Cg-v/pINK/48)

(See paragraph 33)
The President introduced document Cg-v/PINK/48, which contained
in its Appendix ·a brief text proposed for insertion in the General Summary
of the work of the session.
The text was approved without discussion.
81.

Promotion of meteorological training (Agenda item 7.2)

(Cg-v/PINK/40 and Add. 1)
(See paragraph

75)

Mr. Bessemoulin (chairman of the Committee on Technical Questions)
introduced the above document, explaining that it contained in the Appendix
a paragraph proposed for insertion in the General Summary of the work of
the session. The paragraph was to be added to those contained in document
Cg-v/pINK/40 and which had already been approved. He pointed out that a
small correction was necessary at the end of the first sentence of the proposed text. The word "areal! would, he felt, be better written as "Areal!.
The text was approved without discussion.
82.

Place and date of Sixth Congress (Agenda item 12)

The President proposed that the following text be inserted in the
General Summary of the work of the session :
"Congress decided that Sixth Congress would be held in Geneva
during 1971 on a date to -be arranged later by the Executive
Committee."
It was so decided.
83.

Amendments to the WMO Convention (continued) (Agenda item 3.1)
(Cg V/PINK/39)
(See paragraph 71)

The President reminded Congress that several paragraphs in Appendix B of the document had already been adopted. He suggested that Congress proceed to vote on the text proposed in paragraph (2) of the Appendix, which was the amended Article 3 of the Convention.
Mr. Rafalowski (Poland) expressed his great disappointment at
the rejection of the amendment proposed by Poland to Article 3 of the Convention. As at this time WMO was trying very hard to arrange for international collaboration in meteorology and to achieve the implementation
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of the plans for the World Weather Watch system~ the collaboration of all
Meteorological Services was essential. It was for that reason that his
country had proposed the amendment to Article 3. The attitude of the majority of the committee had 3 however, practically excluded the possibility.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) wished to have a small correction made
in the French version of the amended Article 3. In paragraph (2). "de 1a
presente Convention" should be deleted. No correction was necessary in
the English text.
It was so agreed.
Congress then proceeded to take a vote on the proposed amendment
(2) given in Appendix B to document Cg-V/PINK!39.
The results of the vote were as follows;
Votes in favour
Argentina
Australia

Austria
BelgiUlll
Brazil
Burundi
Cameroon
Canada
Ceylon
Chad

Chile
China
Colombia
Congo~ Democratic Republic of
Dahomey
Denmark
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany~ Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Iceland
India
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Votes against :
Congo~

Poland

Republic of

Jordan
Korea~

Republic of
Libya
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Portugal
Senegal
Singapore
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Thailand
Togo
Tunisia
United Arab RepublicUnited Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
United States of America
Uruguay
Viet-Nam
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Abstentions
Afghanistan
Barbados

Burma
Byelorussian S.S.R.
Central African Republic

Morocco
Romania
Saudi Arabia

South Africa
Sudan

Cuba

Tanzania, United Republic of

Czechoslovakia
Guyana
Hungary
Indonesia
Kenya

Uganda

Mali

Ukrainian S,S.R.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Venezuela
Yugoslavia
Zambia

Mongolia
For the amendment
Against the amendment

Abstentions

60
2

25

The runendment was not adopted.
The President declared that the proposed amendment to Article 3
was not adopted as the required number of votes in favour of adoption was 79.

Miss Martin-Sane (France) proposed that in this case Resolution 4
(Cg-III) be applied, since the amendment, although not adopted, had obtained
a significant majority. The Executive Committee should be requested to
present the amendment anew to Sixth Congress.
It was so decided.
The President then turned to the proposed amendment (8), the
amendment to Article 32 and, as there were no objections, declared that
Congress would proceed to vote on that amendment.
The results of the vote were as follows :
Votes in favour
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Barbados
Belgiwu'
Brazil
Burnta
Byelorussian S.S.R.
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
Ceylon
Chad

Chile
China
Colombia
Congo, Republic of
Congo, Democratic Republic of
Cuba

Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany, Federal Republic of
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Ghana

Philippines

Greece

Poland
Portugal
Romania

Gl,lyana
Hlll1gary

Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy

Saudi ""1\rabia
Senegal
Singapore

South Africa
Spain
Sudan

Sweden

Switzerland

Ivory Coast

Syria

Japan
Jordan

Tanzania, United Republic of

Kenya

Togo

Korea, Republic of

Tunisia
Uganda
Ukrainian S.S.R.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Thailand

Madagascar

Mali
Mauritania
Mongolia
Morocco
Nepal

Niger
Nigeria

United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Vlet-Nam

Norway

Yugoslavia

Pakistan

Zambia

Netherlands
New Zealand

Peru
Votes against

none

Abstentions

Afghani-stan,

The results of the vote was as follows
For the amendment

84

Against the amendment

none·

Abstentions

1

Proposed ru1endment (8) was adopted.
THe President then asked if "there were any objection~ to the adoption of draft Resolution 3.1/2 contained in Appendix C to document Cg-V/
PiNK/Y!.
Draft Resolution 3.1/2 was adopted without discussion (see Resolution 2 (Cg-V) - Amendment to the French text of Article 13 (a) of the Convention) •
Mr. Af'anassiev (U.S.S.-R.) recalled that the Head of the Soviet
Delegation had earlier made a proposal that Congress consider the amendment
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to the preamble .of the Convention submitted by his country. He considered
that llIany delegations agreed in principle with the proposed amendment and
that it was necessary to amend the WMO Convention so that it would correspond with other such documents of the United Nations. To satisfy the wishes
of many delegates, the Soviet Delegation would agree to the deletion from
the original proposal of the words IIwithout any discrimination whatsoeverrl.
Congress, he pointed out, had already adopted Resolution 16
(Cg-V) in
which it was clearly expressed that all scientific and: technological developments in meteorology be used for peaceful purPoses .only. He considered
that the picture would be incomplete unless the preamble to the Convention
were adjusted to reflect that idea. He then proposed that the text of tne
preamble to the Convention be modified to read :
"in the interests of extending international collaboration and
mainly with a view to co-ordinatingj standardizing and improving
world meteorological activities and also to encouraging an efficient exchange of meteorological information between all countries
and in order that this information be used exclusively for peaceful purposes in accordance with the principles of the United Nations, the contracting states agree to the present Convention. II
The President ascertained from the Delegate of the U.S.S.R. that
the proposed text was the same as that given on page 3 of document Cg-V/22.

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Conuni ttee on General and Legal
said that the proposed amendment had been discussed at great
length in his committee. He drew attention to paragraphs 2 through 5 of
docUlllent Cg-V/PINK!39 where the views of the corruuittee were given. It had
been decided by a majority that no amendment to the present text of the preamble would be submitted.
~estions)

Mr. Afanassiev (U.S.S.R.) stated that the text proposed was in
fact a slight modification of that given on page 3 of document 22 (Cg-V).
To meet the views of several delegates the prefix "hydro" had been deleted
from _lIhydrometeorological" and the words "without any discriminationlt were
also deleted.
There being no further discussion, the President repeated the

U.S.S.R. proposal on which a vote would be taken.
The result of the vote was as follows :
Votes in favour :
Byelorussian S.S.H.
Czechoslovakia
Hungary
India
Israel
Mongolia

Nepal
Poland
Romania
Ukrainian S.S.R.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Yugoslavia
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Votes against

Argentina
Australia
Belgium

Jordan

Korea. Republic of
Libya

Brazil
Burundi
Chile
China
Colombia

Madagascar

Dahomey

Thailand

New Zealand

Peru
Philippines
Portugal

Denmark
Gerrnany~

Federal Republic of

Greece
Ivory Coast
Japan

Tunisia
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of America
Viet-Nam

Abstentions

Barbados
Burma

Cameroon
Canada

Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan

Ceylon
Congo, Republic of
Congo, Demooratic Republic of
Cuba
Ethiopia
Finland
France

Rwanda

Ghana
Guyana

Sweden·
Switzerland
Syria

Iceland
Indonesia

Iraq
Ireland
Italy

Kenya
Mali
Morocco
Netherlands

Saudi Arabia

Senegal
Singapore
South Africa
Spain
Sudan

Tanzania, United Republic of
Togo
Uganda
United Arab Republic
Uruguay
Venezuela
Zambia

For the amendment

12

Against the amendment

27

Abstentions

43

The proposal was therefore not adopted.
Mr. Glomozda (Byelorussian S.S.R.) expressed his concern at the
outcome of the vote. The purpose of the proposed amendment had been to
ensure the peaceful use of meteorologi.cal information. The amendnaent would
have served to strengthen the humanitarian and peaceful character of the
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Organization. His government .. on being informed-of the result of the vote,
would be as concerned as he was to note that meteorological information was
to be used for purposes other than peaceful, in other words warlike purposes.

The President proposed that Congress consider' draft Resolution
3.1/3 contained in Appendix D of document Cg-V/PINK!39. He stated that
since the proposed amendment to Article 3 had not been adopted~ paragraph
(2) under DECIDES of draft" Resolution 3.1/) should be deleted and
·that paragraph- (3) should be remunbered (2). The President also suggested
that the date in paragraph (3) should read. 28 April 1967 -- the date of the
closure of Fifth Congress. This was the opinion of the- chairman of the Commi.ttee on General and Legal Questions.

Mr. Afanassiev (U.S.S.R.) stated that his delegation could not
accept the proposal that the amendments be brought into force on the date
of closure of Fifth Congress. His delegation could only acce~t th~ amendments for introduction at SOlDe later stage. The 8lIendments involved new
obligations and commitments for Member countries and some delegations were
not in a position to commit their countries to accepting the obligations
on a given date without first consulting their governments. He spoke of
a legal procedure whereby any amendment to a basic document suCh as the
WMO Convention would have to be adopted by the countries or States which
had. adopted the original docWRent. WMO, he considered, should follow the
procedures of other international organizations in that any amendment
adopted by a General Assembly must in tUrn be adopted by the M~ber States.
The speaker ,suggested, therefore~ that draft Resolution 3.1/3 be
redrafted, taking account of the views of those delegations which could not
accept without reservation the adoption of amendments to the Convention. He
thought the text of the resolution should indicate that the amendments would
come into force in accordance with Article 27 (b) or at least Article 27 of
the Convention.
The President drew attention to the fact that the corresponding
resolution of Fourth Congress (Resolution 2 (Cg-IV) stipulated that amendments be brought into force on 27 April 1963. H~ then asked the Uhairrnan
of the COlUJRi ttee on General and Legal Questions if his conuuittee had considered whether all the proposed amendments fell under Article 27 (c).
Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the COllll1i.i ttee on General and Legal
Q.uestions) said that it was the view of his contmi ttee that all the amendments did come under Article 27 (c). He added that during the discussion
of the draft resolution the Delegate of U.S.S.R. had mentioned that some
of the aJRendIRents _might not come under Article 27 (c) but he (the Delegate
of the U.S.S.R.) was not in a position at that time to say exactly which
amendments fell under Article 27 (b). The committee had therefore left
the date of impl~entation open Until suCh time as the Delegate of U.S.S.R.
could indicate which amendDlents fell under 27 (b). It was thought that he
would do so during Plenary.
The President asked if the U.S.S.R. proposal was to delete para-.
graph (2) under DECIDES.
The Delegate of the

U.S.S.R~

indicated that this was so.
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Mr • White (United States bf' America) expressed his uncertainty as
to whether th~agraph proposed for deletion was the new paragraph (2)

or-the old paragraph (2).
The President pointed out that it had already been agreed that
the old paragraph (2) be deleted. The present proposal was that the old
paragraph (3) which had become new paragraph (2) should be deleted.

or

Mr. Nagle (United States
America) wished to know what the position was regarding the amendment to the Convention already acted on by
Congress in electing the new Executive Committee. He felt that the action
now being considered had to be reconciled with the action already taken.

The President said that Congress had already approved Resolution
1 (Cg-V) which dealt with this matter. The -amendments- adopted by that
resolution came into force on 11 April 1967. The re~olution being discussed concerned only the proposals contained in ,document Cg-V/p~39.

Mr. Akingbehin (Nigeria) said that before he could vote on the
deletion of paragraph (2) he would like to be clear on whether another
paragraph (2) was to be substituted.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) thought the problem with which Congress
was faced was whether the amendments to the Convention would enter into force by virtue of Article 27 (c) or Article 27 (b). If it was the former the present text of draft Resolution 3.1/3 would remain, but in the latter case another paragraph (2) would have to be drafted. It was impossible
to simply delete paragraph (2).
The President announced his intention to first put the U.S.S.R.
proposal to a vote -and then~ if necessary, further. action could be taken.
He repeated the proposal that paragraph (2) under DECIDES be deleted.
Mr. White (United States of America) thought that the issue was
now clear. I~ whether the amendments were to be considered under A~
ticle 27 (b) or 27 (0). The U.S.A. recognized the importance of action
under 27 (b) in appropriate cases~ it recognized _further that it was the
right of each State to determine whether-a particular amendment required,
from its ovm point of view, action under 27 -(b). Action under-Article 27(b}
did, however, result in ·considerable delay in achieving final implement-.
ation of an amendment. All previous Congresses had succeeded in developing
alJIendIJ.ents appropriate for ao.tion under Article 27 (c). The Committee on
General and Legal Questions had obviously considered that the proposed
aIlJ.endments fell under Article 27 (c) ~ The United States was willing to
accept this ~pproach and hoped that all other Members could agree so that
action on the 81IeridIRents could· be completed at Congress. He therefore
supported the proposal that the date of introduction be 28 April 1967.
The President repeated the proposal of the U.S.S.R. that paragraph
(2) be deleted. This proposal meant that Article 27 (b) of the Convention
should be applied to the amendments. Congress would vote on this proposal.
Mr. Afanassiev (U.S.S.R.) considered that this was not a question
that could be solved siil1ply by a vote. Some, but not all of the amendments
inv_olved new obligations for- Member .States and. he~ like many other delegates,
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was not in a post t10n to accept all the amendJIents for introduction on
28 April 1967.

Some of the amen&;;nts would first have to be approved by

. his government~ It was not a matter of sl~ply applying Article 27 (0) or
27 (b) to the amendments. He suggested that some sort of compromise be
arrived at -- a compromise which would be acceptable to a majority of
delegations.

The President said that the question had been relatively clear
but now the Delegate of U.S.S.R. had apparently withdrawn his proposal
and was now speaking of a compromise. The President inSisted that Congress must have a concrete propo~al~ otherwise no progress would be made.
Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) agreed that a concrete proposal was
-but he thought it might be possible to reach l;Iome sort of COIRpromise. All Members had the right to accept or not new obligations; this
neceSBary~

was one of the shortcomings of Article 27 and it could not be resolved by
"a simple vote. He suggested that Members be asked whether they felt they
were in a position to apply the proposed amendments. If two-thirds of the
Members felt that they were in such.a position the pre8en~ difficulty would
be solved.
The Pre.s.1dent pointed out- that there was before Congress a draft
resolution. The proposal to amend the draft resolution was no longer evident. He therefore asked Congress if it approved draft Resolution 3.1/3~
after the deletion of the old paragraph (2) and with the insertion of the
date 28 April 1967.
The votej by show of hands, resulted as follows
For the draft resolution

l

Against
Abstentions

l

66
2
10

Draft Resolution 3.1/3 was adopted (see Resolution 3 (Cg-V) -Amendments to the-Convention).
Mr. Afanassiev (U.S.S.R.) ::;;tated that if the decision Just taken
They would abide
by the existing procedures; for Congress to decide questions of internal
regulations and to intervene in the internal affairs of States was Just not
possible.

_was final, his delegation was in a difficult position.

as at

The President pointed out that the SruIe procedure had been followed
Congresses.

prev~ous

(See also paragraph 87.)
The meeting rose at 6.20 p.m.
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28 April 1967, at 9.30 a.m.

Tl.le meeting opened at 9 .. .30 a.m •

.!!i.

Organization o~ the session (Agenda item 1) (Doc. Cg-V/PIM</51)
(See paragraph 1)

At the President's request, the -paragraphs -1.1 to 1.6 for inolusian in the General Summary of the work of the session, contained fn the

appendix. -to docwnent Cg-V/PINK/51" were .approved without dlscu~slon.

Mr. Fedorov (U.S.S .. R~)sa;l.d that he d-id riot wish to speak against
the content o~ the paragraphs just. adopted, but since the discussions co~
eerned a general item he felt that he muSt express, on behalf of the ~ovlet
Delegation" regret and surprise :that the -proposaL made_ by his delegatlgn
at the previous day's meeting had been rejected. This was the "proposal to
inclUde in -the Convention the statement that the work. of the Organization

Is car;rled out for exclusively peaceful -purposes.

This should be stated .

. clearly and explicitly in the aims of the Qrgtmization.· The speaker asked
for his statement to be reccrded •

.ll2..

Scientific discUssions (Agenda item U) (Doc. Cg..V/PINK/50)

The President submitted -for approval a paragraph relating to the
prograJ"mJ:!e- of scient1f!c lectur.es· and discussions he:ld during" Congress.
Mr .. Postma (Netherlands) stated that he had listened with great

interest to t~ectures and discus~lons and he- hoped that the opportunity of- listening to sc1entists presenting their views on the most important
developments in meteorology would also be given at-Sixth Congress. He felt
however that the text proposed in the appendix to document cg-V/P~5Q w~s
too short and he suggested.that it should be amended QY the additiOn of a
few words_ expressing appreciation to the speakers and recommending that
the same procedure should be followed at the next Congress.
At the- Preside-ntis requestJ it
ment shpul.d be made on these ,lines.

wa~

agreed that a suitable amend-

Wi~h the proposed amendment J · paragrafJh_ll was approved for insertion in the- General Summary of the work of the sessio~

.!l§..

Review of the General Regulations (Agenda item 3.2) (Doc. cg-V/
PINK/49)
.
...
.
.
.

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman-of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) submitted his committee IS report in document cg-V/P!NK/49.
.
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On page 5 of this dooument a small typographical error should be correoted
in the title of Appendix C, which should now read; "List of amended

.2!:.

new General Regulations."

Mr. de Azcarraga {Spain) spoke ~ppreclatively of the work done by
the committee in' the study of the General Regulations but his delegation
felt that the committee had gone beyond the terms of reference set by
Congress. Regulation 2 clearly indicated a time Period allowed for amendments to the Regulations to be propof:;ed and -in a number of cases this period had not been observed. His delegation considered that the majority
of the amendments were necessary and was therefore prepared to accept the
decisions of the committee.

An exception to this was however in _regard to

the proposed amendment to Regulation 98. For varied reasons the four.officia1 languages of the Organization did not·carry the same weight but this
did not justify the proposed amendment to Regulation 98. He proposed that
this regulation shoul.d be maintained in its original fOI'Dl 3 and that therefore the reference to its amendment should be deleted from document cg-V/
pINK/49, Appendix C·. If this were accepted by Congre~s an amendment to
Appendix A, paragraph 3.2.6 3 would also be required.
Mr. Akirigbehin (chairman of the Cormnittee ·on General and Legal
~estlons)

felt that these proposals would be acceptable to his committee.

~.
(spain) then proposed the following amendment
to document
Appendix A, para~aph 3.2.6:
In lines 9 and 103 read:
the intent of Congress was that 3 in
·applying Regw.ation 98 .. the four languages • • • • "

Draft Resolution 3.2/1 and its ~ex3 with the deletion of the
paragraph referring to Regulation 98 was adopted (see Resolution 4 (cg-V)Ame~ents to the General Regulations of the ·World Meteorological Organ-izat:i.on).
The P.Fesident asked if there was any discussion on the text proposed for insertion in the General Summary of the work <:>f the sessiol;l.
Mr'. Cancelado ·(Colombia) asked that the following statement be

recorded:

"Mr. President 3
"Distinguished delegates ..
trIn view of the circumstances in which document Cg-V/G~WP 26
was submitted and considered, the Colombian Delegation makes the foll~ing statements.. requesting that they be included in full in the
General Summary of the work of this Congress 3 and places on record at
the outset its desire to avoid so far as possible all discussion on the
subject:.
"I.
Colombia submitted the problem dealt with in the abovementioned document to the fourth session of Regional Association III
held in ~1to in November last and.. there 3 obtained from the repr~
sentative of the Secretariat the reply that this problem was not
within the competence of the Regional Association3 but of Congress.

----_. ---------
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"2.
In the light of that and of all the other advice which was
received on that.occasion and confirmed to me at the beginning of this
Congress# the Co1ombian Delegation never intended to introduce a change
in the General Regulations but merely to have one made on the map showing the boundary between the Region5# so that on the map, though still
in conformity with the text of the General R~gulations (Annex 13 Region
III# Northern Ltmit), the Colombian islands of San Andres and Provldencia
do not remain outside the limits of Region III to which the whole of the
national territory belongs.
"3.
The Colombian Delegation considers that since it had- approached the representative of the Secretary-General on the subject at
the beginning of the second week of Congress and since it had then taken
part in, and submitted the problem)to the meetings of the working group
whleh was studying problems concerning. the General Regulations, the
Colombian Delegation could well have been informed before the discussions
in the General Committee, of the difficulties arising, especially as the
most determined opponent on the substance of the problem was the chairman of the working group himself ~

"4.
Colombia did not consider it necessary to submit a document
more than· three months in advance because it had always Wlderstood that
the text of the General Regulations observed the spirit of the indivisibility of national territories and for that reason one delegation
agreed that no amendment to the Regulations was require~
~5.
The Colombian Delegation finds itself in the position of
having the problem· dealt with ·in the Executive Committee~ in the first
place because it. has no alternative and secondly because the delaying
action to which the request was subjected in the General Committee as
regards its discussion, resulted in a vote whereby the opposition to
our request obtained 10 votes with 9 for our opinion and 17 abstentions,
which shows that there was not a clear majority against the proposal.

116.
In agreeing to its request being considered in the Executive
Committee and in order to obtain due recognition and confirmation of the
sovereignty of Colombia over the islands of San Andr~s and Providencla,
my delegation requests the President of the Organization, with the permission of Congress ... that the necessary arrangements be . made by .the
Secretary-Genera~, for Colombia to be regarded from now on as a Member
of Regional Association IV, with the same rights and privileges as the
other Members, as provided ·in Regulation 137 of the General Regulations,
in accordance with Apticle 17 of the Convention.
11 7 •
As our request entailed complications for other Members and
as... according to the new ~ines of argument, there are various possibilities for dealing with the problem, Colombia reserves the right to make
to the Executive Committee the proposals i~ considers desirable, since
at the moment our delegation does not know the arguments which prevailed
against its request, having cognizance of the text only of the possible
solutions. It is clear that immediate acceptance of any of them is impossible for us because, as Is natural, they may have, to a greater or
lesser degree, legal and even pol·ltlcal consequences on which our
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delegation 1s not in a position to decide. Therefore any proposals
which Colombia may make to the Executive Committee and possible solutions arrived at~ must be submitted to the Sixth Congress in 1971.
"8.
The Colombian Delegation is concerned t~at the stations or
meteorologieal installations of any type, existing or to be installed
in _the future" in the islands of San Andres -anc;l Providencia shall continue to belong to the countryls basic network for the sake of the unity

involved in the situation.

"9. On behalf of my delegation I would express our warmest thanks
to those who in one way or another went into and understood the initial
request by Colombia and, at the same time, to all the delegations here
present my ardent desire that the simple but all_ important ~dea of
brotherly understanding of the technical and scientific problems of our
people should prevail among us at -all times."
Mr-. Martinez Cabo (Ecuador~ was of the opinion that it was too
late now to subniit new amendments. His delegation~ however 1 shared the
view with other delegations that the voting system as laid down in Regulation 69 was deficient and involved too much loss of time to Congress. The
speaker thought it likely that at next Congress meteorology would be carried
out largely through satellites or other modern means ... but too much t-ime
would still be lost as a result of the various voting lists used by Congress
and the Executive Committee. He suggested that one single list for all
voting be used instead. He wished to submit this as a proposal to be
studied by next Congress.
There being no further comment the
of document Cg-V/PINK/49 approved.'
~.

Pre~ldent

declared Appendix A

Amendments to the WMO Convention (Agenda item 3.1) (Doc. cg-V/

PINK/)9)
(See paragraph 83)

The President recalled that at a meeting held the previous daY1
Agenda item 3.1 had be§n discussed but no decision had been taken on Appendix A of Cg-V/PINK!39. On the proposal of the French Delegation a new
paragraph number 3.1.10 should be added to those contained in Appendix A,
the new paragraph to read as follows:
"Congress requested the Executive Committee to submit again to
Sixth Congress the amendment to Article 3 of the Convention which did
not obtain a majority vote of two-thirds of Members which are states."
Appendix A1 as amended, was approved without further comment.

.§g.

Revision of iNKJl0US resolutions of COngress (Agenda item 3.6)

(Doc. Cg-V/p

45)

.

.

Mr. Ak1pgbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) submitted the report prepared by two rapporteurs. The report
was contained in cg-V/PI~45 to which was appended a paragraph for insertion in the General Summary, draft Resolution ).6/1, and draft Resolu-
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tien 3.6/2 in Appendices A~ Band C respectively. The speaker informed
Congress of the following corrections which should be made to Appendix B:

ea)

Under DECIDES (I) .. the words "except paragraIiis 3 and 4- under
DECIDES" should read II except paragraphs 4 and 5 under·
DEClDES II • Furthermore ... these words, in parentheses/!; should
be placed against Resolution 18 of the Third Congress and
~

against Resolution 18 of the Second Congress as was presently the case;

(b)

Again under DECIDES (1) in the list. of resolutions to be kept
in force from Fourth Congress, Resolution 12 should he deleted- as this resolution had now been replaced by Resolution

15 eeg-v).
Mr. Bravo-Flores (Chile) made the following statement:
II

Sir ..

IIMr. Secretary-General"
IIDlst~ished

fellow delegates"

liMy delegation is slightly embarrassed; before making a statement
I would like to make a short preamble and I would like to say that this
be taken down in the records of the summary of this Congress.

"We had approved item 7.3 of Antarctic meteorology where we had
clearly set out that it had proved impossible to set up a permanent
A.tltarctic cammi ttee in ac-cordance with Resolution 29 (Cg- IV) • This
business is now finished. None the less - naw I come to the point that
causes embarrassment to the Delegation of Chile - in document cg-vj'
PI~45 on agenda item 3.6 of the report submitted to Congress" onCe
again in paragr~ph 4 the same problem reappears.
In paragraph 4~ reference i$ made to the fact that the permanent committee which is mentioned in Resolution 29 (Cg-IV) has not really been established; therefore it will not pe necessary to keep this resolution in force. Nevertheless~ in the final sub-paragraph the Committee on General and Legal
Questions still -recommends that this resolution still be kept in force
and in the draft resolution - I would like to say this once again - that
in point 1.4 it is stated once again that Resolution 29 (Cg-IV) be kept
in force.
III believe that this leads to utter confusion and.. moreover" will
cause a certain dualism as well as bringing up a number of other problems • . Mr. President" we had accepted a certain procedure and the Committee on General and Legal Questions said that no permanent meteorological body for the Antarctic was set up and therefore there was no need
to maintain this resolution in force. Then afterwards the committee recommends none the less that this resolution still be kept in force.
IITherefore~ Sir" I wonder truly what is the solution? What is the
way out? And with all due respect to ygu" Mr. President" to you"
Mr. Secretary-General and to the delegates" on behalf of the Government
of Chile" -I would like to make the following statement which I would
like to see go on record.

175

SlXTEENrH PLENARY MEE'rING

"In Resolution 7.:3/1 it is said that during the fourth financial
period it had proved impossible to set up a permanent body for the
Antarctic in accordance with Resolution 29 (Cg-IV). In paragraph 4 of
PI~45, the chairman of the Committee on General and Legal Questions
says that the Resolution 7.3/1 CCg-V) still contains a reference to
Resolution 29. Therefore it is recommended that this resolution be
kept in force.
"The Delegation of Chile would like to say quite clearly that
there is a discrepancy between what
approved in Resolution 7.3/1
and what is set out in item 3.6. There is a reference to the fact that
it had proved to be impossible to implement Resolution 29 (Cg-IV) during
the previous financial period and there is just a short reference to
this resolution in draft Resolution 7~3/1.

is

liThe Delegation of Chile would like to invite all delegations and
all countries friendly to Chile not to accept this Resolution 3.6/1,
that is to say~ to maintain in force Resolution 29, as there is no
reason to proceed otherwise because a group had been set up to work on
questions relating to Antarctic Meteorology. This would lead to confusion, to overlapping of bodies responsible for this aspect in qur field
of meteorology in the Antarctic. Thank you M.r. President. II
~. Rafalowski (Poland) drew attention to sub-paragrapPs (4) and
(5) 'Ullder DECIDES in draft Resolution.y.6/1. In both these sub-paragraphs
the wording IIfifth session" appears. As the word IIsession1r did not mean
very much, perhaps sessions of different bodies, he proposed that IIfifth
sessionll be replaced by "Fifth Congress'l or lithe session of the "Filth
Congress lr in both cases.

There being no further comment draft Resolution 3.6/1 was approved
as amended above (see Resolution 43 (Cg-V) - Revision of previous Congress
resolutions) •
The President asked for comments on draft Resolution 3.6/2.

Mr. Bravo Flores (Chile) returned to draft Resolution 3.6/1, which
Congress had just approved and in which it was stated that Resolution 29
(Cg-IV) would continue to be kept in force. He had requested on behalf of
the Government of Chile that Resolution 29 (Cg-IV) not be kept in force.
Now, again, on behalf of the Government of Chile, if Resolution 29 was
kept in force he must make reservation with respect to everything that had
been approved so far, and this very expressly so.

Mr. de Azc~rraga (Spain) stated that towards the-end of this
Congress questions which were" unnecessary should be avoided wherever possible and if certain difficulties could be avoided this should be done. Statements should not be made in such a way that there appeared to be a discrepancy and divergence of views, which could be solved in ~ fairly easy way.
He believed that the Delegate of Chile was
of the Committee on General and Legal Questions, it
Resolution 29 could be withdrawn. If this were not
to take into account that a reference had been made
another Congress document. However, a great m~

right. In the report
was clearly stated that
done it would be only
to this resolution in
resolutions before
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Congress referred to other matters even though some of these had been
suppressed. He personally failed to see why Resolution 29 CQuld not be
deleted as suggested by Chile. There was no contradiction in such a decision with the approval given by the General Committee.

He invited the President to-consult with Congress whether the
deletion of Resolution 29 was favoured. The Spanish Delegation felt t~at
this would be a wise gesture in order to avoid that at the end of this
Congress any government might have the impression of having suffered unjustly from an action by Congress.
The President asked the chairman of the Committee on General and
Legal Questions whether he w'lshed to comment on the proposal.

Mr. Akingbehin (chairman of the Committee on General and Legal
Questions) drew attention to paragraph 4 of page 2 of document PI~45 in
which the opinion of the committee on this matter was recorded. The first
sentence of this paragraph was the opinion expressed by one delegate. The
second sentence~ however~ reflected the view of the majority of the commit_
tee on this subject. This was based on the fact that Resolution 29 (Cg-IV)
had been considered by the Committee on Technical Questions and that they
bad referred to it under NOTING of Resolution 2) (Cg-V) which had already
been adopted.
The President asked Congress if there was any objection to the
deletion of Resolution 29 (Cg-IV).
There being no objection~· Resolution 29 (Cg-IV) was deleted from
the list of resolutions to be kept in force as given in draft Resolution
3.6/1) and draft Resolution 3.6.2~ as amended~ was approved (see Resolution
29 (Cg-V)·- Units used in coded messages for international exqhanges).
Appendices C and A to Cg-V/PINK/45 were approved without objection.
~9.

Closure of session
The President then made the following statement;
"Delegates,
ll

Ladies and gentlemen,

lIWe shall soon be departing for our respective homes.
"I am sure you will ali leave Geneva with a feeling that our work
has been successful and that we have opened the way to substantial progress in world meteorology during the next four years.
"This has, I think, been an exceptionally successful Congress in
many ways but there are tNO aspects of which I am particularly mindful
at this time. The first is of course that we have approved unanimously
the World Weather Watch Plan and this~ as has been said, many times
during Congress, marks an unprecedented step forward in our science and
its many applications to human affairs.
"Fourth Congress endorsed the concept of World Weather Watch; Fifth
Congress has translated that bold new concept into a constructive and
realistic plan.
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II A great responsibility falls upon the Executive Conunittee and the
Secretary-General in seeing· that this plan is implemented in the coming
four-year period to the maximum extent possible, but I would stress that
the responsibility for the success of the plan rests as much with you,
the delegates of the :irrlividual Members of' WMO, as it does with anybody,

"Without a prompt and forceful response to the challenge which we
have set ourselves~ our work during this Congress will not achieve its
best results.
"Large countries and small countries - new countries and old
countries - developing countries and developed countries - all have
contributions to make in one way or another and I hope that you will
all return to your countries with the intention to do everything within
your power to ensure that your country plays its full part.

liThe second feature of this Congress which seems to me particularly
noteworthy is the excellent spirit of friendly collaboration which has
prevailed throughout our work.
"There have of course been some differences of opinion - it could
hardly be othe~lise when representatives of over 100 countries get together to discuss complicated technical and financial matters. But these
differences have been overcome with a minimum of friction and in conformity with the long tradition of friendly co-operation which exists
in our Organization.
"It is to you, the delegates to Congress, that the credit _must go
for this happy state of affairs and I would like to express my gratitude
to each one of you.
"I would like to address a sllecial word of thanks to the chairmen
of the various committees which we established~ all of whom have conducted the work of their committee in an excellent fashion.
"I refer of course to Mr. de Azcarraga, as chairman of the Credentials Committee; Dr. Mathur, as chairman of the Nomination Committe.e;
Mr. Akingbehin as chairman of the Lega~ and General Committee;
Mr. Bessemoulin as chairman of the Technical Committee and Mr. Gibbs as
chairman of the Programme and Budget Committee. As we all know~ it is
in the committees that the detailed discussions take place and the solutions to most of the problems are found.
"We have indeed been fortW1ate in obtaining such able chairmen for
Fifth Congress.
III also wish to thank Mr. Davies for his excellent work in preparation for Congress~ as well as during Congress. This has facilitated
our work immensely. In these thanks I also include the Deputy SecretaryGeneral~ and the whole staff of the Secretariat.
"I must also express my thanks to the interpreters who have been
working with us throughout Congress. We have received such efficient
service from them that we may at times have taken it for granted. Their
work is highly skilled and the excellent manner in which they have performed their duties has been an important factor in the success of our
deliberations.
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IIWith.regard to the hospitality we have enjoyed during this session"

I am sure you will wish me to express a word o~ thanks to all those who
have arranged the extremely enjoyable receptions to which we have been
invited. In this connexion, I am certain we woul~ all agree that a special word of thanks should be addressed to our Swiss colleagues for the
very successful and the most unusual evening which we spent at the
Chftteau de Chillan.
"I also wish to thank the organizers of the ladies' programme for
their successful and appreciated arrangements.

"As for the future, I think we can look forward to it with great
confidence. We have a good plan and we have means of implementing this
plan. For my part I look forward very much to working for the next four
years with the three Vice-Presidents you have elected and with the enlarged Executive Conunittee. I am sure that with the combined knowledge
and experience of the Executive Committee and the customary efficient
support -of the Secretariat~ the detailed supervision of the work of the
Organization for the next four years will be effectively performed.
"Let me also take this occasion of thanking Mr. de Azc!rraga who
has served as First Vice-President for eight years~ and the other
directors who have served on the Executive Committee~ but who~ for one
reason or another, will not be serving in the coming period.
III Gim grateful for the assistance and co_operation they have shown
me in the past.
"That concludes my remarks to you.
lIIt only remains to me to say thank you once
a safe return to your homes throughout the world.

again~to

wish you all

"I look forward to seeing you all again in four years l time at
Sixth Congress. 11

Mr. Taba (United Arab Republic) was happy that his position as one
.of the most s~r members of the International Meteorological Organization
and World Meteorological Organization conferred upon him the privilege and
honour of saying a few words about his good friend and colleague, Dr. Alf
Nyberg, the President -of WMO. The speaker and Dr. Nyberg bad -twice been
the only candidates for the office of the Presidency of the Organization.
They held diff-erent views on the principle of having the President serve
two consecutive terms in office but this position, and their differences
of opinion~ did not· affect, and h~ was certain would never affect3 their
solid friendShip and mutual understanding.
Mr. Taha would, as in the past~ continue to serve the Organization to the best of his ability in any capacity that Congress desired.
During the past four years new marked achievements had been made
in the field of international meteorology, the most outstanding of which
had been the excellent and hard work done in planning for the World Weather
Watch. These achievements had already introduced all to the threshold of
a new era in the operational and scientific aspects of the science of meteorology. The decisions of Congress had crowned the great efforts that had
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been made in this direction by the adoption of the plan which launched
the World Weather Watch into operation. The increased activities of the
Organization in all directions was no doubt due to a great extent to the
leading and intellectual abilities of the President~ Dr. Nyberg l and no
doubt also to the great enthusiasm of the Secretary-General~ Mr. Davies,
and his very able collaborators~ the members of the Secretariat of whom
all delegates were proud.

On behalf of the members of Con8!ess he extended warmest congratulations to the President for the success 'he had achieved during his first
term of office and he wished to tell the President that everyone was sure
that he would steer the activities of this beloved Organization during his
second term of office with the same enthusiasm~ wisdom and success as he
had already done in the past.
Dr. Godson (IUGG) made the following statement:
1IMt'. President"

"Mr. Secretary-General"

"Esteemed colleagues"
"Two and half weeks ago I stood before you to enlist your support
for the creation of an effective mechanism whereby the WOOO-and the International Council of Scientific Unions could join forces in the planning
and implementation of a Global Atm. ,spheric Research Programme. Today
my fondest hopes have been realized and I wish to thank you all most
warmly and sincerely on behalf of leSU and of lUGG.
"Together we can proudly tell the United Nations that their Resolution 1802 is about to be given concrete realization through the total
mobilization of our collective resources.
"We have had the good sense to realize that the plans for the World
Weather Watch" as formulated by WMO for GARP" and as formulated by IUGG
for ICSU J must be amalgamated with a single! strong. structure being
erected by the architects and workers of both organizations to meet the
needs and aspirations of all mankind. Only in this way can basic and
applied researcb merit the support it seeks from public treasuries and
only in this way can operational weather services justify their aims
for very substantial expansion.
"Undoubtedly the decision to entrust research planning for GARP to
a joint Committee will pose new problems and bring new challenges to
WMO as well as to lCSU and IUGG; I have complete faith in the abilities
of all concerned to m~et these problems and challenges, based on goodwill and the recognition of our common goal.
"Although ]; do not have the authority to promise that the Congress
proposals will be accepted completely by the lCSU Executive Committee"
I can give you my personal assurance that I will do everything in my
power to ensure that they are accepted. The financial burden on ICSU
implied by these proposals will not be an easy hurdle to overcome" but
this is quite literally the price lCSU must be prepared to pay if the
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world community of atmosPheric sciences is to stand shoulder to shoulder
beside the world assembly of Meteorological Services~ which is WMQ.
Ifr have greatly appreciated the opportunity of repre.senting

the

International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics at this session of the
Congress of WMO and of participating~ even if only in a very minor way~
in your deliberations. It 18 7 therefore~ most appropriate that I should
now extend to all of you a most cordial invitation to attend the Fourteenth Assembly of the International Association of Meteorology and
Atmospheric Physics meeting in Lucerne~ Switzerland, from 25 September
to 6 Octobe~ this year. We have arranged a varied schedule of symposia
which will touch on most aspects of meteorology~ including special sessions devoted to international co-operation and to the Global Atmospheric
Research Programme. Full details are available from-myself or from the
WMO Secretariat. This would also present an excellent opportunity for
those countries~ which are not at this time Members of IUGG~ to take
definitive steps to join the largest and most active of the scientific
unions.
"I thank you. 1I

Mr. de Azcarraga (Spain) speaking as outgoing first Vice~President
of the Organization~ thanked the President for his kindness in referring
to the speaker's work in the Organization. For his part he wished to thank
Congress for baving elected him member of the Executive Committee in the
first round of voting. As his country did not have as important or experienced a Meteorological Service as many other countries, he was deeply
grateful for having been elected to this charge from amongst all other
members.
The speaker~ the delegates and the President formed a team which
served the Organization as best it could. Tribute should be paid to this
team under the chairmanship of the President. The President1s re-election
had coincided with what might be called a moment of revolution~ of genuine
renovation of the Organization and its objectives.
He congratulated the President for the excellent spirit which.had
prevailed throughout this- Congress. It had been a spirit of brotherhood
due largely to all the delegates wishing to strengthen this brotherhood and
also to the President's way of conducting the deliberations of Congress.
The work carried out by Congress would normally have required far more
time. However~ the chairmen of the working 90rnmittees had been able to
carry it out at a very satisfactory pace.
There was a certain degree of tiredness now at the moment Qf departure·and a tendency to give in to sentimentality~ as the past weeks have
been hard and laborious. However~ he wished to ask that this spirit be
extended in the future and that Congress be closely linked to the overall
development of the Organization, and he appealed to all delegates to continue this spirit of co-operation and brotherhood between the Meteorological Services making up the WMO.
He wished to repeat that WMO was in no way a romantic organization such as used to exist in the past, that is, the IMO. WMO was~ on
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the contrary~ an intergovernmental organization with all the problems that
this entailed. These problems should in no way prevent Meteorological Services from maintaining a very close spirit of brotherhood and fraternity.
"He invited all delegates to maintain this spirit in the future as a gift
to the President.
W.ith respect to this Congress he noted that competition and selection had been more marked in this than in previous years. All delegates
should congratulate themselves for this as it was a sign of the vitality
of the Organization. Everyone realized what the responsibilities of Congress were and a great many persons were volunteering to assume these.
Also 3 and he thought delegates shared this view, if a candidate had not
been elected this was a minor problem which must simply be ascribed to the
insufficient number of seats available. In this connexion he agreed with
the Delegate of Ecuador that the election process should be shortened~ as
a good deal of time was lost and the general pace of work slackened. Another
procedure should be found which would maintain the principle of freedom in
Congress and ensure an equitable geographical distribution with some rotation to allow for new talents.
However~ experience would also have to be given its place and a
certain stability was needed~ for the Executive Committee was the prime
organ of the WMO.

The Executive Committee had a great many powers-which were to a
large extent shared by many countries and Member States. He requested
that Members be kept constantly informed as it was of paramount interest
that Members took an increasing interest in what was being carried out by
the organs of WMO and. in particular the Executive Committee. Some Members
had better Meteorological Services and -greater experience; which must
benefit all other Members. It was also necessary that -Memoers feel that
decisions taken by Congress concern all Members and that these were decisions lasting not for a few days but rather for four years.
In conclusion he thanked the President~ on behalf of all Congress~
and the Secretariat for their work. Although he often made criticisms he
believed that this was the best way for ensuring the vi tali t;y of the
Secretariat. In the final analysis~ however~ the Secretariat deserved
credit for the excellent preparatory work for Congress. Beginning with
the Secretary-G~neral and the Deputy Secretary-General he thanked all members including those who had carried out the routine work behind the scenes;
translators~ interpreters~ and those responsible for the issuance of documents. He thanked the Government of Switzerland for their kind hospitality
and the United Nations for their kind spirit in making meeting facilities
available. He again thanked the President very warmly for his friendliness~
patience and devotion in conducting the meetings of the Fifth Congress.
The President thanked all previous speakers and declared the Fifth
World Meteorological Congress closed.
The meeting rose at 11.10 a.m.
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