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AGENDA
Agenda items

Relevam

Reso/lllions

dOClIments

adopted

1.

Organization of the session

PINK 36

I.1

Opening of the session

PINK 36

Establishment of a Credentials

PINK 36

1.2

Committee

1.3

Approval of the agenda

I; I, Corr. I (English
only); 2; 2, Corr. I
(English only);
PINK 36

1.4

Establishment of committees

PINK 36

1.5

Report of the Credentials Committee

PINK I; PINK 4;
PINK 8; PINK II;
PINK 36; PINK 41

1.6
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EIGHTH CONGRESS
Geneva, 30 April - 25 May 1979

MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING
30 April 1979 at 11.05 a.m.
The meeting opened at 11.05 a.m.
1.

Opening of the session (Agenda item 1.1)
The President of the Organization, Mr. M.F. Toha, declared open the Eighth

Congress of the World Meteorological Organization.

Were present the three Vice-

Presidents of WMO, Professor Ju. A. Izrael, Mr. J.E. Echeveste and Dr. R.L. Kintanor,
and representatives of the Swiss Federal Government, the Geneva authorities, Members
and international organizations as well as presidents of technical commissions and
invited experts.

The President welcomed the following guests of honour seated on the platform
as well as all participants and invited the representative of the Swiss Federal
Government, Mr. H. Hurlimann, to address the meeting:
Mr. H. Hurlimann

President of the Swiss Confederation

Mr. J. Vernet

President of the Consei1 d'Etat of the Republic
and Canton of Geneva

Mr. J. Revaclier

President of the Grand Conseil of the Republic
and Canton of Geneva

Mr. P. Raisin

Mayor of the City of Geneva

Mr. R. Vieux

Chef du Protocole et de Information, Republic
and Canton of Geneva

Mr. L. Cattafavi

Director-General, United Nations Office at Geneva

Mr. M. Mili

Secretary-General, International Telecommunication
Union
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FIRST PLENARY MEETING
Speech by Mr. H. HUrlimcnn, President of the Swiss Confederation!
~~E~~~~~!!~~=!~~=~~!~~=~~~~~~!=~~~~~!!-------------------------"On behalf of the Federal authorities and those of the Canton, Republic and

city of Geneva, I welcome you to this city of the meeting of peoples and express my
warmest wishes for the success of your work.

I hope you will have a pleasant stay

in our country which is glad to offer hospitality to you and your Organization.
"In the history of your Organization, founded 28 years ago, 1979 will be

marked not only by the important decisions you have to take at this Eighth Congress,
but also by the First GARP Global Experiment which started last December.

In a few

doys, an intensive phase of particularly interesting observations is due to begin.
It should provide a better knowledge and understanding of that important phenomenon,
the summer monsoon, which determines how the peoples of a large number of countries
of Asia and Africa are going to eat.

Each year, the agriculture of these countries

depends almost solely on the monsoon rains and on the just and wise use of the
resulting water resources during the sowing and growth period of plants.
"This immense project, whose success now seems assured and whose results
will be of great benefit for the economic development of all countries in the world,
could only have been carried out by your Organization, which can be justly proud of
being one of the United Nations specialized agencies having the largest number of
Members.

Every observation station, however isolated, plays an important role in

this vast experiment; great imagination and financial resources were needed to
design and to implement it.
"A better understanding of atmospheric phenomena, the ability to forecast
weather at an ever-increasing range and a greater knowledge of climatic variations
and fluctuations are scientific objectives of value for all countries, even the
smallest.
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"Even Switzerland, which is so for from the cyclone belt and which is pro-

tected by its mountains from the great oceanic storms, is extremely interested in
the results of your work.
"The giant chain of the Alps gives rise, in fact, to local atmospheric
phenomena that are very difficult to predict.

Thus, less than 100 km from Geneva,

in the Valois, we find the driest part of Switzerland, with a mean annual precipitation of 350 mm.

A further 100 km to the east - in Tieino - precipitation is six

times greater, but since insolation is also above the average, the climate of this
part of our territory is almost sub-tropical and produces a Mediterranean-type
vegetation.

Switzerland has many facets: not only culturally, but also

climatologically.
"On these atmospheric caprices depends one of the most important branches
of our economy: tourism.

I hasten to add, however, that Swiss tourism suffers more

from exchange fluctuations than from those of the weather and that the high rate of
our franc and its repercussions are a greater cause of concern to the Government
than those of the climate.
"The Federal Council is not unaware of the financial problems confronting
the WHO in this period of general slowdown in economic growth and extreme monetary
fluctuations.

Within the limits of our possibilities, we shall continue to provide

your Organization with appropriate aid.

In our system of direct democracy, it is

our citizens who have the final word in deciding our commitments; but they will do
this all the more willingly if they are given an incentive: and that is why it is
our sincere hope that your work will be crowned with success.
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"During this Congress, you will heve important decisions to toke on nrH fieiol

weather modification, tropical cyclones, combatting desertification, new sources of
energy, protection of the environment, hydrology and water resources, the World
Climate Programme and other matters too numerous to mention.
"I hope and desire that your decisions will be beneficial for the science

that you represent and that they will be useful for the economy and, consequently,
for the populations of your countries."

The President thanked Mr. HUrlimann for his kind words of welcome and for
his encouraging remarks.
1.2

Speech by Mr. L. Cottafavi, Representative of the Secretary-General of the

Onitea-Nations------------------------------------------------------------

"On the occasion of the opening of the Eighth World Mete-orologicol Congress,
I should like to convey to the members of the delegations attending this meeting my
greetings and best wishes.
"At a time when the United Notions is concerned more than ever with many
pressing issues related to the maintenance of international peace and security, it
is most gratifying to know that its endeavours in this connexion are being matched
by scientific activities -of great importance to economic and social development, such
as the ones to which your Congress will be addressing itself.
"The weather has always been one of humanity's main concerns and climatic
events have had a major influence on the evolution of our planetary environment and
indeed of mankind itself.

Its effect in shaping all aspects of our lives, as well

as its relationship to economic and social development, is often underestimated.
Agriculture has always been subject to the vagaries of climate and weather, often
with a decisive impact on man's well-being and indeed on his very existence.
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"Despite new technologies that hove been developed in modern times, man

continues to be dependent on the weather for food, in transportation and in virtually
every area of activity.

As it becomes increasingly evident that international co-

operation is essential for progress in specific sectoral fields, the World
Meteorological Organization is making an essential contribution to improving our
understanding and, ultimately, even our ability to influence the weather by
developing programmes such as the World Weather Watch, the Meteorological Applications and Environment Programme, and the Hydrology and Water Reso.urces Programme.

Its important efforts in climatology and global atmospheric research clearly indicate
that it is consistently addressing itself in a practical and realistic way to matters
of vital concern today and in the future.
"I have noted with particular interest the Congress agenda item on the World
Climate Programme.

As you are all doubtless aware, the Economic and Social Council

of the United Nations attaches considerable importance to this item.

At its 1978

second regular session held in Geneva, the Council unanimously adopted a resolution
on this subjecto

This res_olution commends WMO for its initiative in deciding to

prepare a plan for a new World Climate Programme and goes on to request WHO to give
particular attention to those aspects of the World Climate Programme which will give
prompt and effective assistance to national planners and decision-makers in formulating economic and social programmes and activities in their respective countries.
It also requests WMO to report to the Council at its second regular session in 1979
on the details of the approved Programme.

The United Nations attaches much importance

to this new programme and will follow its progress with interest.
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"I wish to take this opportunity to underline the si9ni ficant contribution of

your Secretary-General, Dr. David Arthur Davies, on behalf of the World Meteorological
Organization and in strengthening co-operation within the United Nations' system of
organizations.

I should like to thank him for his efforts.

"May I also extend to the participants in this Conference my best wishes for
a most success ful and rewarding session."

The President thanked Mr. Cottafavi for his statement.

1.3

~~:::~_~~_~~!_~!_~!_!~~~L_~~:~~~:~!_~!_!~:_~~~!~_~:!~~~~!~2!:~!_Q!~~~~=~!!~~
"Today we open the Eighth Congress of the World Meteorological Organization.

During the coming four weeks we shall be reviewing

th~

activities undertaken by the

Organization an the bosis of the decisions taken-by Seventh Congress four years ago
and we, in turn, shall be taking decisions as to the nature and scope of the activities
to be undertaken by the Organization in the next four years.
"Congress thus has the dual task of looking bock over the past four years
and of looking forward to the next four-year period.
have extensive documentation.

To assist us in these tasks we

For the post we have the reports of the presidents of

the various constituent bodies, including my own as President of the Organization.
"For the future we have the programme an-d budget proposals of the SecretaryGeneral, submitted-by him in accordance with the provisions of the Financial Regulations and various other proposals from other sources.
"I think you will agree wi th me that in both cases the high standard of
documentation to which we have become accustomed to expect at all
been amply maintained.

~

me:etings has
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"As regards the past four years, the reports and documents before you show

that the programme established by Seventh Congress hos been faithfully carried out,
at least to the extent that the limited approved resources and other financial
difficulties have permitted.

Solid progress may be reported in the work of all eight

of the t echnieol cOlJlllissions, while the regional associations hove likewise been
active and pro·gressive.

the many others who

I feel the presidents of all these constituent bodies cnd

~upport

warmly congratulated.

them in working groups or as rapporteurs, ore to be

Out of this impressive record_of

ochievemen~

it seems to me

that some general conclusions may be drown.
"In the first place, I think i t may safely be said that there has been a
general increase on all sides and at all levels, in the recognition of the relevance
of the work of WHO to human society and in particular to finding solutions to some
of the major world problems of today.

Among such problems may be mentioned world

food production; water resources and utilization; transportation systems; the pre-

diction and mitigation of natural disasters such as tropical cyclones; the problem$
of atmospheric pollution; questions relating to ocean affairs and so on.

I think it

may also rightly be said that with this realization has also corne a general
recognition that WHO has shown itself to be an efficient and effective body for
dealing with these important subjects.
"Thus it is my impression that the overall status of and the respect for, \ot10
in the eyes of its Members, both individually and collectively, as shown for example
in the United Nations and other specialized agencies, has steadily risen.

This may

of course be wishful thinking on my part but it is certainly my impression.
"My second general comment on the past four-year period is one of surprise,
(or perhaps I should say, relief), that this improved status and recognition has been
achieved in spite of unprecedented financial difficulties which have had to be faced.
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I will not dwell on the nature of these financial difficulties but will simply say
that the drastic reductions made by Seventh Congress in the Secretary-Generalis
budget proposals especially in stoff in general and in such programmes as the
Meteorological frogramme in Aid of Agriculture which he proposed, were in my view
very unfortunate at the time; in the light of subsequent events they have become
even more unfortunate.

This is because the present period has been one of great

financial di fficul ty due to the unprecedented changes in the -dollar/Swiss franc

exchange rate which have occurred.

The flexibility given by Seventh Congress has

of course helped greatly in meeting this difficulty but in on Organization such as
HMO, wnere the budget is established in dollars and where about 90 per cent of tne
expenditures are in Swiss francs, serious problems have inevitably arisen.
"Turning now to the programme activities themselves, it would of course
take far too long to describe these in detail but I feel we may safely say that the
basic programme decisions of Seventh Congress in 1975 were saund and that the
Executive Committee and other constituent bodies and also the Secretariat all have
a record of performance of which we may feel satisfied and indeed proud.
"The World Weather Watch has amply confirmed itself as the basic
operational progralTll1e of -the Organization while the Global Weather Experiment now
in progress is well recognized as a scientific endeavour which is not only
unprecedented in scientific history but which is likely to be highly successful.
"The PrograllYTle for Meteorological Applications to the Environment has mode
steady but increasingly important progress,
"The Technical Co-operation Programme has long since established i tsel f as
being essential if the developing countries are to ploy their full role in other
WMO programmes. We have given much help but much more needs to be given.

And let

us not forget that such assistance (whether given through the United Notions
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Development Programme or through WMO's Voluntary Assistance Programme or through
Funds-in-Trust arrangements or through bilateral assistance) is of assistance not
only to the recipient country but also to all other countries, since all will
benefit from the improved meteorological data or from the improved services whatever form they may take.
"An important element of the Technical Co-operation ProgrCJlTl11e is of course

the Education and. Training Programme and here again significant progress has been

achieved.
"In the field of «;limatology a ne .... era is Jooming large - thanks in large
measure to the highly successful World Climate Conferenc-e which

~

organized.

"In the fidds of woter resources and operational hydrology the record of

the past four Y'l!ars is no les_s impressive and important.
"In all the supporting programmes whether wi thin 0,: without the Secretariat
we have also good reason to be satisfied.
"In looking and planning for the future we therefore have a good foundation_
on which to build.

What then will be the decisions which this Congress will make

and how will Congress face up to the challenge which now faces it?
"First, may I say that in considering the future programme and acHvi ties
of the Organization, we have a solid and sound basis on which to begin our consideration in the programme and budget proposals of the Secretary-General.

I know

that the Secretary-General and his staff devoted much time and great attention to
the preparation of these proposals and to presenting them with much fuller
explanations than ever before.

I consider that the Sec.retary-General is to be

commended for these proposals.

I consider also that this Congress should consider

carefully any move to depart significantly from these proposals.

10
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Apart from the increase in the dollar budget due to this cause, the

proposed increase seems to me to be dangerously small if the great challenge which

now faces

WMO is to be met in an adequate fashion.

"I will not say more on the various subjects I have touched upon in my

remarks since we shall in the coming weeks be discussing these in detail.
"In conclusion may I appeal to you all to bear in mind that WMO, including

the Secretariat, renders great services to each and every Member country.

When

each of us considers the financial contribution we make to WMO, in terms of the
benefits we derive and when we consider also the scale of our own expenditures on
the national level in the fields of activity of WMO, we will find that our own
interests are best served by having an efficient and effective WMO.
"It seems to me that the question is not whether we, the MenDer countries,
can afford to accept the Secretary-Generalis proposals but rather whether we can
afford!!£! to accept them.
Thank you."

1.4

~~!=~~_~~_~~~_~~~~~!~L_~!~~!!~~r:~!~=~~!_~i_!~=_!~!=~~~!~~~~!
Telecommunication Union
"Mr. Chairman, - Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen:
"In 1967 I had the honour and privilege of addressing your assembly on

behalf of the International Telecommunication Union.

At that time I gave full

expression to the gratification I felt at the atmosphere

~f

mutual co-operation

and complete harmony in which our t-wo sister organizations had worked together
over so many years.

Twelve years later, I am delighted to reaffirm that the

excellent relations between the WHO and the lTU have been further reinforced.
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"The reasons for this are many and jusH fied the choice, in 1975, of the
common theme "Telecommunications and meteorology" for World Telecommunication Day

and World Meteorological Day.
"Our two Organizations form part of that group of United Nations specialized

agencies, small in number but most important by virtue of the activities that each
of them carries on in its specific sphere of competence, whose objective is to
ensure effective international co-ordination between notional services in which
technical considerations_predominate.
"The basic goal of these organizations is to establish the infrastructures

which are becoming increasingly essential for the" economic, social and cultural
development of nations.

It

iS I

of course, often difficult to quantify the direct

and ihdirect benefits to be derived from investment in these infrastructures, but
there is bound· to be a growing awareness of their importance for harmonious worldwide development in the course of time.
"On the specific subject of meteorology, we all know that this is on
essentially experimental science which depends to a large extent on the rapid
transmission of data.

Its development has therefore always been closely linked

with advances in telecommunication networks.

Hence i t is no accident that the

International Meteorological Organization came into being only eight years after
the establishment in 1865 of the International Telegraph Union, the first world
intergovernmental Qrganization.

At that time there were

~lready

over half a million

kilometres of telegraph lines, over which forty million telegrams were sent every
year, and this network already offered an international potential for the development of meteorology.
"Accordingly, meteorological data have been transmitted to ships soiling in
the North Atlantic since the beginning of_the century, or since 1902.
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"The network has of course expanded considerably since then, for now an

impressive volume of data can be transmitted via satellite and submarine cable
networks.

"Meteorology has always been -able to make ilMlediate use of the latest

advances in telecommunication techniques - in telegraphy, facsimile, radar or
satellites and, in the next few years, optical fibres.

Productive co-operation

has thus been established between our two Organizations in some very specific
areas, such as the standardization of certain transmission systems.
"In any event, the Regional Plan COrmlittees and the World Plan Committee
of the lTU, which are responsible for planning the harmonious development of the
regional and world telecommunication networks, always pay close attention to the
circuit requirements of the meteorological services.
"The advent of satellite systems has quite naturally given a new dimension
to the activities of our two Organizations, whose work is both technical and
regulatory.

"It is now clearly established that of all space applications, meteorology
and telecommunications are certainly the first to have reached the routine operation
stage.

The bringing into service of five geostationary satellites within the global

observation system of the World Weather Watch serves as convincing proof of this.
Further evidence is provided by the Global Atmospheric Research Programme, with its
extremely impressive achievements.
"But our two Organizations also have a very important part to play from the
regulatory point of view, and this naturally brings me to the topic of the World
Administrative Radio Conference which will open in Geneva on 24 September this year
and will lost for ten weeks.
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"The purpose of this Conference will be the thorough revision, updating and

a rearrangement of the Radio Regulations.

This will be the first Conference of its

kind to be held since 1959, that is to say, for twenty years.
"Of course, other ITU conferences have already revised the Radio Regulations

with respect to indiviuuol services, but were not competent to deal with provisions
common to several services and especially with the Table of Frequency Allocations and
the operating conditions of the various

systems~

"The 1979 Conference will therefore be on important milestone in the Union's
career.

It will affect the development of radiocommunications up to the year 2000

and eVen well beyondc

Discussions will be based, inter alia, on the technical data

collected and processed through the activities of the International Radio Consul tative Committee (CCIR), particularly at the Special Preparatory Meeting held at the
end of last year.
"There can be no douqt that the requirements of meteorology will be duly
taken into account, as they were already at the first Radiotelegraph Conference held
in Berlin in 1906 and particularly at the London Conference in 1912, which adopted
Article 45 of the Service Regulations associated with the Convention, providing
for the transmission to ships of rcidiotelegrams not exceeding twenty words of text Q
The Article also provided that during such transmission all stations should keep
silent, with the exception of cases of distress and of State telegrams ..
"But the interaction between telecommunications and meteorology is not
confined only to the transmission and broadcasting of met'eorological data..

The

wealth of scientific data acquired by meteorologists are indeed of great importance
to us.

I shall mention as examples .the study of atmospheric radio noise and radio

wave propagation, which is greatly influenced, in the proximity of the earth, by the
structure of the atmosphereQ

FIRST
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"These studies, for which the term "-radiometeorology'l has been coined, ore

frequency bands which should be allocated to space radiocomrnunications, as well as
the planning of emissions within these bands

Q

"Ladies and gentlemen, above all f please do not think that it is technology

alone that binds us together.

I am convinced that our two Organizations are aware

of their key role in the economic and social sphere, that of helping to establish
ever hetter .and more efficient infrastructures for the benefit of all

mankind~

Technological progress and particularly the advent of the space age only serve to
strengthen this very active collaboration between us' which began more than a century
ago.
"10m therefore grateful to you, Mr. Chairman, .nd to my colleague and
friend Mr. Davies, Secretary-General of the WHO, for giving me the opportunity today
to address this august assembly and to reaffirm our sincere desire for productive
co-operation in seeking the most appropriate solutions to enable us to discharge
our collective and

in~ividual

responsibilities.

"In conclusion, may I be permitted to wish the honourable delegates, on
behalf of the ITU, every success in the performance of your tasks."
The President thanked Mr. Mili for his statement and expressed his satisfaction at the excellent relations which nad always existed between WMO and ITU
and his conviction that they would continue in the years to cameo

1.5
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"Mr. Pre-sident, Mr .. Secretary-General, distinguished delegates, ladieS and
gentlemen:
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"On behalf of the Director-General of FAD, I wish first of all to thank

your Organization for the invitation addressed to FAO to attend the Eighth Congress
of the World Meteorological Organization o
"At this stage, I think it would be useful to review together some of the

work undertaken by FAD since the Seventh Congress to promote a greater use of
meteorological information in the broad field of agricultureo
"As you know, Seventh Congress took place exactly

six months after the World

Food Conference, which stressed the importance of meteorology for agriculture in six
of its 22 resolutions.
"One of the main concerns of the World food Conference wos the increase of

food production, particularly in developing

countries~

As a result, FAO started

the agroecologicol zones project, the objective of which is to define by ecological
zone the present and potential productivity of agriculture at" different levels of
technology.,

This undertaking makes considerable use of agrometeorological, pedol-

ogical, agronomic and other information ..

The work has now been completed for Africa

and is making good progress in South America and Asia ..

The agrometeorological base

of this assessment has been constructed from climatological information collected
with the help of WHO

~rom

all the main meteorological stations over the past few

years.
"Another noteworthy development in pursuance of a resolution of the World
Food Conference was the creation of the Global Information and Early Warning System
on Food and Agriculture, which earlier this month r~ceived renewed massive support
from 80 countries throughout the world during the Fourth Session of the FAO Committee
on World Food Security ..
"The objectives of the Global Information and Early Warning System are twofold:
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1.

It monitors on a continuous basis the world food supply/demand situation

for food and agricultural inputs, in order to assist governments in toking timely
policy action in the light of quickly-changing situations.

20

It provides an early warning in case of crop failures and threatening food

shQrtages, especially in the developing countries, thus hastening prompt emergency
measures c

According to the present assessment, serious food shortages are imminent

in southern Africa and some of the countries in the Near East, and FAO is thus toking
appropriate steps to alert governments and international organizations concerned.

"In the framework of this system, a crop forecasting method based on the
cumulative water balances of crops during their growing season has proven very
effective, particularly in semi-arid

countries~

An increasing number of countries

have approached FAO to introduce this method into their national system of agricultural

monitoring o

Some tests of the method carried out in the humid tropics

have also given encouraging results.
"The present desert locust plague, which started in 1977 and now threatens
some 40 countries in the arid and semi-arid areas of Asia and Africa, has also
fostered the use of meteorological information to improve the assessment of the
current breeding conditions of the desert locust and to permit more efficient control
measures to be taken.
"All these activities, and many others which I could not mention in this short
opening address,- have been developed ov~r the last four years and have necessitated
increased co-operation between FAO and WMD.

This had led to a resolution passed by

the last FAO Conference" and an increased number of co"ntacts between our two agencies
on specific technical subjects.

It has also resulted in the creation of a joint

secretariat unit, the launching of various joint projects l seminars and training
courses: and the aetiv.

participation of FAO in the recent World Climate Conference.
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I1The present trend indicates that in the future there will be an increasing

demand for ogrometeorological information for the evaluation of agricultural productivitYI the monitoring-of current agricultural production and other problems.

This

will lead to more activities to be carried out jointly by the two Organizations o
For this reason the development and improvement of meteorological networks and telecommunications systems should receive continuous attention and should take increasingly into account the requirements of agriculture.
"Another important aspect of modern economy is the progressive reduction
of non-renewable energy resources which in the past have often been used rather
wastefully~

It is clear that in the future a mor-e ecological approach should be

followed when carrying out many agricultural operations, such as the selection of
the most productive crop varieties, weed eradication, drying of agricultural products
and pest and disease control.

In this way the management of agriculture will be

more efficient, while at the same time energy will be saved.
"In conclusion, I hope that in your deliberations you will keep these
points in mind and that you will give due consideration to the continuous and urgent
need for comprehensive and timely meteorological information, particularly in the
braad field of agriculture.

On behalf of the Director-General of FAO, let me

express my best wishes for the work ahead of you over the coming weeks"

Thank you."

The President thanked Mr. Frere for his statement and said that the
collaboration between WMO and FAD had proved very fruitful and to the advantage
of both.

1. 6
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"It is a great honour for Ine to represent the Director_General of Lhesco
Mr~

Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow, at this opening ceremony of the Eighth World Meteorological
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Congress.
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The Director-General would have liked to participate personally, but

pressing commitments arising out of the
.Committee detained him in Paris.

c~rrent

session of the Unesco Executive

The Director-General wished, however, to send a

message to your Congress which he has asked me to present to you. ":

"Message from the Director-General of Unesco to the opening session of

the Eighth World Meteorological Congress (Geneva. 30 April 1979)
"It is with great pleasure that I convey the worm regards of Unesco to the
World Meteorological Organization on the opening of i-ts Eighth World Congress.
"Our two Organizqtions today practice fruitful co-operation exempli Hed in

the relations built up between them in the field of hydrology.

Under the working

agreement concluded in 1973, the effective co-ordination of their respective
programmes is constantly being strengthened.
"These programmes, conducted in each Organization's specific sphere of
competence, cover fields of activity that overlap - and which need, therefore, to
be clarified, and even from time to time to be redefined by the Member States at
joint meetings.

At its twentieth session, the Unesco General Conference, in

Resolution 2/7.3/1, approved the principle of convening such a meeting at the end
of 1981 or beginning of 1982.

Thus a proposal in this sense will be submitted to

your Congress.
"Moreover, under a resolution of the United Nations Water Conference, our
two Organizations are invited, in the context of their activities on the evaluation
of water resources, to work together for the implementation of the Mar del Plato
Plan of Action.

This aims at the integrated management of water resources in such

a way as not only to meet the qualitative and quantitative requirements of the
population, agriculture and industry, but also to mitigate the effects of natural
disasters like droughts and floods.
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"But while hydrology cansti tutes a special sector of co-operation between

our Organizations, it also has its place in a larger context:

that of the inter-

action between man and his environment.
"In recent years, Unesco' 5 activities on the environment and natural

resources have been mainly concerned with scientific research and the training of
experts, while in branches such as geology, ecology, hydrology and oceanography,
large-scale programmes of intergovernmental scientific co-operation, for which
Unesco provides the secretariat, were being implemented.
"This seienti fie effort, aimed at laying the foundations for more reliable

knowledge and more rational use of natural resources remains our prime concern.
But it is directed more and more towards multi-disciplinary projects aimed at
improving the quality of the human environment as a whole, which call for an everincreasing contribution from the social sciences, the human sciences, culture,
education and information, as well as close co-ordination between the various
activities undertaken in this cannexion.
"Such co-ordination is maintained with the other organizations of the
United Nations system, and, in the first place, with the United Nations Environment
Programme, FAO, WHO and, of

cour~e,

WMO.

"The study of ecological systems requires an accurate understanding of
meteorological factors.

Unesco's activities in connexion with the ecological

sciences benefits from close co-operation with the WHO, which has provided most
valuable assistance in implementing the MAB projects.

I am convinced that the

launching of the World Climate Programme and the continuation of the World Weather
Watch programme, alongside Unesco's researches, will promote the study and
management of natural resources and the understanding of the various factors in
the human environment.
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"Oceanography is another field where co-operation is developi'ng between the

WHO, Unesco and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, in particular in
the context of the

n~w

World Climate Programme submitted for your approval.

I do

not doubt that research on the dynamics of the oceans and their interaction with
the atmosphere will
developmentsi

contri~ute

fundamental data to the programme on climatic

and that is why the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission has

recently mode proposals for the implementing of projects aimed at attaining the
second objective of the Global Atmospheric Research Programme.
"The IDe will continue to work in co-operation with the

relating to oceanographic research, services and training.

~O

in many sectors

In particular, through the

Joint IOC/WMO Integrated Global Ocean Station System (IGOSS), its contribution will
relate to the oceanographic elements in the World Climate Programme.

It will thus

continue to develop, promote and co-ordinate the continuous observing system of the
various parameters of the upper layer of the w~rld oceans.

IOC and the Scientific

Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR) of ICSU have established a joint Committee on
Climatic Changes and the Ocean (CCCO) which has been recognized by the JOC of GARP
as the body responsible for the ocean research components of climate.

Through its

Working Committee for International Oceanographic Data Exchange (lODE), it will seek
to combine oceanic data with other environmental data required for study of climate
changes.

Lastly, it will continue to encourage the development of a system of access

to data and information on the marine environment.
"All these aspects of our co-operation, of which I have mentioned only a
few examples, will doubtless be examined in detail when your Congress comes to
deal with the relevant items of its agenda.
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"Further efforts in co-operation between our two Organizations will

doubtless be necessary to ensure the harmonious implementation of the WMO programme
for the period 1980-1983 and the Unesco programmes which are closely related to it,
but I am convinced that this will be accomplished in an atmosphere of confidence
and mutual understanding.

It is with this conviction that I convey to your Congress

my very best wishes for its success."

The President thanked Mr. Dumitrescu for his statement and expressed his
appreciation of the collaboration extended by Unesco to WMO which was of great

importance to its activities.
The meeting rose at 12.05 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE SECOND PLENARY MEETING
30 April 1979 at 3.30 p.m.
The meeting was called to order at 3.40 p.m.
The President gave the floor to Mr. P. Malekou, Director-General of the

Agency for Air Safety in Africa and Madagascar (ASECNA).
Mr. Malekou expressed gratitude on behalf of ASEONA for being invited as
observer at a WMO Congress for the first time.

He gove a brief history of ASECNA

since its beginning in 1959 and described its Convention, structure and activities
on behalf of its 13 members.

The latter activities, including design and maintenance

of installations for aircraft control, collection and transmission of meteorological
information relevant to air traffic and maintenance of important services at oero- .
drames within the area covered by its membership

had, since the conclusion of the

Working Arrangements between WHO and ASEONA, been completed by the implementation
of WMO objectives.

The centralization of ASECNA ensured a uniformity of purpose,

methods and means within the field of meteorology.

Although financed and staffed

from largely African sources, the organization benefited greatly from French subsidies
for equipment and provision of technical personnel.

The training of Class III per-

sonnel at the Niamey Training Centre would soon be extended to Class II personnel
thanks to an agreement for technical assistance with the UNOP as well as other agreements then under negotiation.

ASECNA hod been awarded the Edward Warner Prize in

1972 for its aeronautical services.

Its co-operation with WHO included implementa-

tions of bilateral assistance projects and participation in experiments such as GATE
and WAMEX.

However, its purpose was in no way to substitute for the meteorological
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authorities of its members, but rather to help place its members in the best possible
position to implement WHO programmes such as WWW and its various components.

He

thanked the Secretary-General of WHO for sending a representative to the last ASECNA
meeting on meteorology held in Dakar and expressed the hope that the fruitful cooperation that hod token place between their two organizations over the last four
years would expand with training and exchanges of experts in fields of common

interest.
The President thanked Mr. Molekou for his statement and assured him that
the good co-operation between ASECNA and WMO would certainly continue in the future.
The President then gave the floor to Dr. C.C. Wallen, representative of
the United

Na~ions

Dr.

Environment Programme (UNEP) ..

~

said tnat the rationale for close co-operation between WHO and.

UNEP was based on the important role played by the earth's atmosphere in the overall
human environment.

The need to tackle environmental problems related to the atmo-

sphere had been noted at the 1972 Stockholm Conference on the.Human Environment, but
its urgency had become even more apparent since.

The valuable co-operation between

UNEP and WMO was the logical conclusion of the growing realization of the environmental significance of the atmosphere.

UNEP had gained from the WMO initiatives

aimed at a solution or better understanding of the related problems, such as monitoring of global atmospheric pollution and of the ozone layer, GARP activities and the
Precipitation Enhancement Project.
financial support of. its 'activities.

WMO had similarly benefited from UNEP's moral and
Joint projects, such as those on climatic

aspects of human settlements and meteorological aspects of forest fire protection had
also been of mutual benefit.

However, the main subject of joint interest had been

the world's climate and the extent of human impact on its further development.

In
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that connexion, UNEP had been pleased to.provide support for the World Climate
Conference held in February 1979 and for preparation of the World Climate Programme
which was to be discussed by Eighth Congress, and to which UNEP attached particular
importance.

He then expressed the hope that the next financial period would see an

even further development of the co-operation between WHO and UNEP in the many fields
of common interest.
The President thanked Dr. Wallen for his statement, adding that he felt sure
that the fruitful co-operation between the two organizations would continue in the
future.
The President then gave the floor to Mr. K. Naguib, President of the World
Aerospace Education Organization.
Mr. Naguib_ said that as representative of one of the newest international
organizations he felt particularly privileged to attend the WHO Congress.

Measures

for co-operation between the two organizations would be taken after the first World
Conference for Aerospace Education, due to be held in pctober 1979, which Mr. Taha
had agreed to address.

The aims of the WAED included the promotion of aerospace

research and development of public information as well as a contribution towards the
creation of international standards and practices related to aerospace education.
To this end, WAED hoped to establish co-operation with international organizations
concerned with related fields, such as IeAD, IATA, Unesco and WHO and would welcome
new members and participants at its first, and subsequent biennial conferences.
The President thanked Mr. Naguib for his address remarking that WHO looked
forward to fruitful co-operation with the new organization WAED.
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2.

(Agenda item 1.2)
The President, referring to General Regulation 21, proposed the establish-

ment of a Credentials Committee.

With the agreement of the Bureau he also proposed

that the committee should hove the same geographical representation as at Seventh
Congress and that the membership of the committee be as follows:
For Regional Association I

"

II

For Regional Association III

"
"

Ghana, Tunisia, Upper Volta

Pakistan, Sri Lanka
Venezuela

IV

U.S.A.

V

Australia

VI

Finland, Italy, Poland

The President stated that the heads of delegations concerned who were
present had been consulted and all had accepted nomination.

It was so agreed.
The President requested members of the committee to meet immediately after
the plenary meeting in order to elect a chairman.
3.

Approval of the Agenda (Agenda item 1.3) (Cg-VIII/Doc. 1, 1 CORR. 1)
Referring to General Regulations 132 and 133, the President submitted the

provisional agenda for approval, recalling that it had been approved by the Executive
COll111ittee prior to its distribution to the Members of the Organization.
The agenda was approved.
4.

Establishment of Committees (Agenda item 1.4) (Cg-VIII/Doc. 2)
Referring to General Regulation 23, the President proposed that the establish-

ment of each of the following committees be considered in turn:
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4.1

!:!o.!!!i!la.!.i.2n_C~!t.!e_

In accordance with General Regulation 24, the President proposed the estab-

lishment of a Nomination Committee.

With the agreement of the Bureau he also proposed

that the committee should have the same geographical representation as at Seventh
Congress and that the composition af the comni ttee be as follows:
For Regional Association

I

Kenya, Niger, Sudan

"

"

II

Saudi Arabia, Thailand

"

"

III

Ecuador

For Regional Association

"

"
"

IV

Barbados, Mexico

V

"Malaysia

VI

Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia

The President also stated that all the principal delegates concerned had
been consulted and had accepted nomination.
It was so agreed.

4.2

.Qr~f.!i!!g_C.2lI!!!i!t.!e_

The President said that experience had shown that there was no need for a
Drafting Committee and proposed that following the previous practice, Congress neid
not establish one.
It was so decided.
4.3

£o~o£din~tio~ £a~it!e~

The President proposed the establishment of a Co-ordination Committee in
accordance with General Regulation 27.
This proposal was accepted.
4. 4

~o£kin.i £o~it!e~s_

The President stated that Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 2 contained a proposal for
the establishment of two Working Committees, A and B, which would work simultaneously.
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The proposal of the Bureau regarding the allocation of agenda items to these committees

was shown in Document Cg-VIII/INF. 1, REV. 1.
These proposals were agreed to.
(The plenary meeting was then suspended for a short time during which the
chairmen of the working committees were elected.

Professor E. Lingelbach (Federal

Republic of Germany) was elected as the chairman of Committee A and Mr. C. A. Abayomi
(Nigeria) as chairman of Committee B.)
Referring to the possibility of arranging a special meeting of hydrological
advisers to permanent representatives attending Congress, as mentioned in paragraph
3.5.1 of Document

Cg-V~II/Doc.

2, the President proposed that the matter be left

to Committee B to consider and to report back to'Congress on this item in due course
in the normal way.
It wos so agreed.

The President proposed that the working hours be as follows:
Monday to Friday

9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m., and 2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.

Saturday

9.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.

It was so agreed.
5.

Report by the President of the Organization (Agenda item 2.1)

(Cg-VIII/Dacs. 53 and 53 ADO. 1)
Th'e President introduced the report which he indicated would be referred to
both Working Committees, A and B, where it would be fully discussed.

He stated the

report contained a consolidated account of the work of the Organization including
the activities of the Members of the Organization, the Executive Committee, the
regional associations, the technical commissions, the many panels and working groups
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and the Secretariat.

All the important questions referred to in the report were

dealt with in detail in other Congress documents and would thus come up for decision
under other agenda items.

He acknowledged the assistance he had received and expressed

his sincere appreciation to all who had contributed in one way or another to the
progress achieved.

In particular he thanked the members of the Executive Committee

for their collaboration during the past four years, the presidents of regional
associations and of technical commissions, the chairmen of working groups and
rapporteurs.

He expressed a special word of thanks to the Secretary-General per-

sonally and to his staff_for their active co-operation and assistance in so many
ways which had greatly facilitated his task as President.

He wished in particular

to place .on record his deep gratitude for the unfailing collaboration of the
Secretary-General and -expressed his very high esteem and, he felt sure, the very high
esteem of all, for the services rendered by him to the Organization ..
Mr. Izrael (U.S.S.R.) congratulated the President on his brilliant analysis
of the work of the World Meteorological Organization during the period in question
as contained in his report and also on the considerable progress the Organization
had achieved under his presidency since Seventh Congress, especially in the ar~a of
technical co-operation in the fields of meteorology, hydrology and the environment
as a whole.

This progress was thanks mainly to the atmosphere of international

detente and peaceful co-existence for the benefit of all mankind as well as the work
of the tremendous army of meteorologists and hydrometeorologists throughout the
world, whose leaders were attending the Eighth Congress.

He especially underlined

the continued growth of the Organization which had fifteen new Members whom he welcomed and congratulated and expressed the hope that Namibia would soon become a fullyfledged Member.
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He expressed satisfaction ot the progress mode -in further developing and

enhancing co-operation in scientific activities in the light of decisions of the
United Nations organizations and the Final Act of the European Security Conference
in Helsinki.

He stated that mankind was becoming very aware of the use of meteorology

and hydrometeorology and of the results thereof in practical work in agriculture and
in avoiding catastrophic effects of weather.

As a result, great progress had been

mode in the development of meteorological and hydrometeorological services in many
countries.

In the Soviet Union, for example, the Hydrometeorological Service was on

the level of on independent ministry and was contributing greatly- to solving the
economic and social problems of mankind.
In dwelling briefly on major items in

t~e

President's report, he expressed

the view that highest priority should be given to Wo;r-ld Weather Watch, while i t was
also necessary to give priority to the World Climate Programme, the Meteorological
Applications and Environment Programme, and the Research and Development Programme
which should be considered as part and parcel of all the activities of the Organization.

At the same time, he said, collaboration with the United Nations and other

organizations was of great importance and that the leading role of WMD in certain
fields should be stressed in this respect.
In connexion with finances and the difficulties experienced, optimum solutions should be found in all cases for the sake of the further progress of the World
Meteorological Organization.
In conclusion, he expressed the conviction that the Eighth World Meteorological Congress would contribute to an improvement of relationships among all countries of the world and to better mutual understanding.
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Mr. Abayomi (Nigeria) joined Professor Izrael in congratulating the
President for his very comprehensive<report on the many and various aspects of the
work of the Organization.

Mr. Tuvdandorj (Mongolia) thought the President's report lucid and constructive and said he was convinced that the collaboration in the field of meteorology
and hydrometeorology on a world-wide level would be as successfully developed in the
future as it had been in the past.

He commented on the important problem of the lack

of information and knowledge in order to forecast weather catastrophes, to deal with
the ever-increasing demand for energy and for better protection of the environment.
All these problems required joint efforts by specialists in the various fields on a
world-wide level.

MeteorQ~ogists

could extend considerable help and assistance in

the field of research within the framework of the WHO, and tangible results had
occurred in many ports of the world. in particular in the developing countries.

He

referred to the World Weather Watch as the basic programme on which a great deal of
activity hinged.

While the Voluntary Assistance Programme had played an important

role in implementing WWW, further efforts in this direction were still necessary.
He expressed his support for research in the field of climate, believing
the programme to be a worthwhile proposal.
the use of hydrometeorological data for

With regard to the environment programme,

practic~l

purposes in various fields was bene-

ficial and should be continued.
He expressed his appreciation of the assistance given to Mongolia.

As a

result; a computer centre was established through UNDP participation, and through
VAP the World Weather Watch programme was further implemented.
He supported the ideas contained in the President's report.
Mr. Wu Xueyi (China) extended his respects to the President and expressed
congratulations to the new Members of WMO since Seventh Congress.

He was pleased to
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learn of the development of Members' meteorological services and the participation of
new Members in the Organization which provided a broader scope for further international co-operation in meteorology.
He expressed his appreciation of the role of WMO in co-ordinating the activities of Members and its contribution to development of their Services.

In the past

four years China had taken part, with other Members, in such activities as the World
Weather Watch, the work of the Executive Committee and of Regional Association II,
FGGE, Technical Co-operation, etc., in implementing the WHO programmes.

Hydrologists

and meteorologists from many countries had participated in study tours and ottended
training seminars in China.

This had strengthened the friendly technical co-

operation between China and the Third World countries and had also promoted meteoro-

logical services in China.
Co-operation itself was mutually beneficial.

In developing meteorological

services China was willing to enhance co-operation with other countries.

6.

Re orts of the residents of re 10nol associations {Agenda item 5.1}
{Cg-VIII Docs. 37,47 and 86)

6.1

~e£o~t_b~ !h~ £r~sld~n! £f_R~glo~a! ds~o£i~tlo~ !iA!rlc~)_

(Cg-VIII/Doc. 8 6 ) ·

.

Mr. Abayomi (president of RA I) presented his report.

He commented briefly

on the seventh session of RA I which took place in Nairobi (February 1978), during
which it had been agreed that highest priority should be given to the Global Telecommunication System, education and training, and also the development of agrometeorology and water resources.

Other subjects of discussion were:

the location of the

Regional Office with the strong conviction that the office should be located within
the Region;

in the field of research, the retention of the WMO Research Award for

Encouragement of Young Scientists was supported;
its regional component WAMEX.

full support was given to FGGE and
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He expressed his appreciation to the vice-president of the regional
association, the chairmen and members of working groups and regional rapporteurs who
had freely given their time and experience in carrying out the important tasks of the
Region.

He alsO conveyed his deep gratitude to the Secretary-General, Or. Davies,

for his understanding of the needs of the Region and his invaluable advice as well
as to his staff for their assistance.

6.2

Re£o!t_b~!h~£r~s!d!n!£f_R~g!ono! ~s~o£i£t!o~!I_(~s!al

(Cg-VIII/Doc. 47)
Mr. AI-Sultan (acting president of RA II) introduced his report.

He commented

on the size of the Region, one of the largest in the Organization, and on the great
efforts mode by the Association in implementing the recommendotions of Seventh Congress.
He referred to new Members of the Association - Oman, Qatar, Maldives and the Demoerotic People!s Republic of Korea - and welcomed them all.
He referred to the substantial financial contribution mode by Saudi Arabia
for the Global Weather Experiment.

Since the preparation of the report a number of

regional wocking group meetings had also token place,
activities concerning radar stations,

there had been an increase in

weather stations had been established, data col-

lection -improved, and new procedures introduced in a number of countries.
advanced telecommunications system had been introduced to

e~sure

Also a very

rapid exchange of

information, and joint action in telecommun"ications was carried out with RA III and
RA V.

Maritime meteorology had also advanced recently with regard to a regional

programme.
While considerable progress had been achieved through the technical cooperation programme, he expressed the hope that the budget of the Organization would
be improved since lack of funds had proved a hindrance both for the procurement of
equipment and recruitment of experts.
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He commented on the advances in research and development and the training of
young scientists with highly satisfactory results.

A regional training centre had

been established in Baghdad and was operational for already two years.

It was open

to trainees from the whole Region.
Regarding MDNEX, a great deal of support would be required to carry out the
project.

Special empha-sis hod been given to- the project throughout the Region.

Work hod also been carried out in hydrology and hydrometeorology with the
Qssistance of FAD and other agencies which had token an interest in this activity_
He referred to the praiseworthy efforts of Japan in satellite meteorology
and thanked all the Members in the Region for their assistance.
especially the

Se~retary-General

He also thanked

and the Secretariat for their excellent support to

the activities of the Association.
6.3

Re£oEt_b~lh~ £r~sid~n! £f Regional Asso~iation III (South America)

(Cg-VIII/Doc.37)

- ---- - ---- ---- - - - ----

Mr. ~ (a~ting president of RA III) introdu~ed his report.

He stated that

the report had been prepared by Mr. Venerando Pereira who had since resigned, and he
paid tribute to him for his excellent work as president of the Association and as a
member of the Executive Committee.
He referred briefly to the main activities and stressed the urgent need to
continue development.

He expressed the hope that budgetary allocations would be

forthcoming to continue this work.
He expressed the gratitude of Members of the Region for the help received
from the UNDP and technical programmes as well as from UNEP.

He also expressed his

satisfaction at the re-Iocation of the Regional Office within the Region and his
thanks to the Government. of Paraguay in this respect.
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The President thanked the presidents of the regional associations for their
reports and indicated that they

wou~d

be referred to the appropriate committees.

Mr. Aguilar An-guiana (Mexico) referred to the tentative work plan as con-

tained in INF.l (REV. 1) and inquired whetner consideration of item 12.3, which was
scheduled for 8 Moy, should be delayed for a few days.
Mr. Langlo (Norway) presented three proposals which he felt would speed up
the work of Congress.

The first was a suggestion thot Congress should formally adopt

the allocation of items to
delete item 2.2 from

t~e

two working committees;

the.te~tative

the second was a suggestion to

work programme, the proposed presentation by the

presidents of technical 'conmissions of their reports in

Wo~king

Committee B since

these reports would be presented by them in the plenary meeting beforehand;

and the

third proposal was to refer the proposal of the delegate of Me_xico concerning
elections and nominations to the CD-ordination Committee.
The President thanked the delegate of Norway for his suggestions.

Regarding

the first one, he thought ·that the allocation of agenda items between the working committees had already been adopted with the proviso that the question of deleting item 2.2
from the work programme of the committee concerned would be considered later.

This

matter should be left in abeyance until the next plenary meeting, when the presidents
of technical commissions would present their reports to

Cong~ess.

Those reports would

be presented again to the working committee by the respective presidents only if the
Plenary felt that this waS called for.

As regards the third proposal, the President

agreed that the point raised by the delegate of Mexico should be referred to the Coordination Committee.
The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE THIRD PLENARY MEETINGS
1 May 1979 at 9.35 a.m.
The President of WMO opened the meeting at 9.35 a.m.
Opening the meeting the President stated that the Co-ordination Committee had
considered the question raised by t.he Principal Delegate of Norway on the previous day

as regards the allocation of agenda items to the two working committees for formal
approval by Congress.

After having consulted the Co-ordination Committee the President

asked Congress if it formally approved the allocation of the agenda items as given in

the appendix to Document INF. l/REV. 1.
It was so agreed.

On the question whether the presidents of technical commissions should
present their reports to Committee B after having presented them in plenary, a
question which hod also been raised on the previous day, the President said that the
Co-ordination Committee was of the view that the matter could be left to the
Committee itself.

The President then said that the Co-ordination Committee had also

considered the point raised about the work programme by the delegate of Mexico and
had felt that it would not be possible to change the programme at the present stage
since it would cause complications.
Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) referred to agenda item 12.3 on the appointment of the Secretory-General and felt that in view of the importance of this item
time should be allowed for consultations and exchanges of view among delegates and
the procedure for taking up this item should not therefore be unduly accelerated.
The President assured the delegate of Mexico that the Co-ordination
Committee had borne that point in mind when it re-examined the work plan at its meet-
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ing on the preceding day.
necessary.

The Committee felt that no change in work programme was

He pointed out the item would not, in any case, be considered for

another week which gave ample time for exchanges of view amongst the delegations.
7.

Re arts b

the

residents of re ional associations.. (continued)

(Agenda item 5.1) (eg-VIII Docs. 46, 57 and 66
7.1

Report by the president of Regional Association IV (North and
~~~!~~!=~~~~!~~1-{Cg:vrlf7DDc~-5'J---------------------------

Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (acting president of RA IV) introduced his report
(Document 57) and pointed out that many of the suggestions put forward simply represen ted a continuation of. present activities.

Both the United States and Canada con-

tributed greatly to the development of the activities in RA IV.

The seventh session

of the Association (Mexico, 1977) had established several working groups - all of
which required financial provisions.

The activities of all the working groups

(especially the one on meteorological telecommunications) should be continued either
at their present level or perhaps even increased.

Members of RA IV generally adhered

to the decisions concerning the World Weather Watch Programme.

Great progress had

been made at the National Meteorological Centres of Mexico and Panama and in the
revision of the Operations Manual.

In the field of inter-disciplinary activities

excellent progress had also been made.

The course started in Puerto Rico should be

continued as it was a programme in which all the Members of the Region were very much
interested.

All of the Members were contributing to the programme, both financially

and in supplying trained personnel to run it.

It was to be hoped that Congress would

vote financial support for the regional projects.

The countries in the southern part

of the Region would be seeking continued support from the developed countries in
order to improve their services and troin personnel.

The more advanced Members were

being requested to continue their financial assistance for the other projects of the
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Association.

The Executive Committee at its thirtieth session hod decided to trans-

fer the Regional Office for Latin America to a location within the Region - a
decision which would have to be confirmed by Congress.

He expressed gratitude for

the collaboration of all the Members of the Regional Association as well as for the
assistance received from the Secretary-General.

He also thanked those Members of

WHO who assisted through YAP and through the various multilateral and bilateral
programmes.

Region IV would continue to count on the support of the Members so that

it could carry out successfully all the projects and programmes established by WMO.

7.2

Report by the president of Regional Association V (South-West Pacific)
\Cg:VIII7Doc:-66J-----------------------~-----------------------------

Introducing his report (Document 66), Mr. Ho Tong Yuen (president of RA V)
mentioned that membership of RA V had increased by one in
had become a new Member of WMO.

1~76

when Papua New Guinea

Due to the programmes adopted by Seventh Congress·

and the decisions taken by its constituent bodies the number of surface and upperair observations had increased considerably.

Progress had also been registered in

the implementation of the Regional Meteorological Telecommunication plan.

The MONEX

Experiment had the wholehearted support of the Association and Malaysia hod contributed to it by supplying personnel (a director for the International MONEX
Management Centre (IMMC) at Kuala Lumpur, data managers, and other scientists).
Members of RA V had also seconded scientists and other staff to the IMMC and RA V
would continue to support MONEX - a very important research programme.

Congress was

invited to note the action proposed in paragraph 60 of Document 66 concerning the
provision af financial support for implementing RA V's work programme.

Funds would

be required for financing at least one meeting of each regional working group.
Thanks were extended to Members of the Association for their participation in the
regional activities;

to the permanent representatives and to the countries which had
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hosted sessions, conferences and seminars;

and finally to the Secretary-General and

his staff for the advice and assistance rendered to the Association.
7.3

Report by the president of Regional Association VI (Europe)
rCg:VIII7Doc~-43J------------------------------------------

Introducing his report (Document 46) Mr.

~

(president of RA VI)

stated that RA VI had acquired one new Member, namely Malto, and that the 10ngestablished co-operation among Member countries was continuing satisfactorily.

Al-

though in Region VI the World Weather Watch Programme was operating adequately, the
telecommunication system in the south-eastern port of the Region required improving.
Emphasis would continue to be given to the use of satellite data, the maintenance of
the NAQS system (if possible, on an enlarged basis), the increased use of the GRID
code for transmitting processed data, and the further perfection of the regional
telecommunication network.

Members of RA VI had contributed to the Research and

Development Programme primarily through their participation in GARP (within it GATE
and FGGE), numerical weather prediction research, ozone research, etc.

Members

attached great importance to the ALPEX Experiment, to the investigation of moisture
transport in the atmosphere over the continent of Europe, and to research relating to
hail prevention.

In the Applications and Environment Programme, work was continuing

on the preparation of maps for publication in Volume II of the Climatic Atlas for
Europe.
tion.

Monitoring of environmental pollution was also receiving particular attenThe Working Group on Hydrology had prepared a number of technical reports and

had carried out several studies of regional interest.

Many Members of the Associa-

tion continued to contribute substantially to the Edl,tcation and Training and
Technical Co-operations Programmes.

Although

~

few Members also recived assistance

under the Technical Co-operation Programme, no inter-country projects had been implemen ted during the previous four years.

Perhaps it would be possible to develop and

THIRD PLENARY MEETING

40

implement some useful inter-country projects for the next four-year period.

At the

seventh session of the Association (Prague, 1978), five working groups had been

established.

Provision should be made in the budget for one session of each of

those working groups, including the one on agricultural meteorology which was not
listed in his report.

As agreed at its seventh session, the Association would oon-

sider, in the light of Congress'

decisions, what action should be taken at the

regional level in connexion with the World Climate Programme.

Congress was reques-

ted to make budgetary provisions supporting RA VI activities, in p.rticulor:
one session of each working grouPi

for

for informal planning meetings and seminars;

for one training seminar in a subject dealing with agricultural meteorology;
for the other projects listed in his report.

and

Finally, he expressed his thanks to

the Secretory-General for his assistance and to all those who had contributed to
the work of RA VI.
8.
8.1

Reports by the presidents of technical commissions (Agenda item 2.2)
(Cg-VllljDocs. 16, 19, 20, 22, 30, 45, 64 a~d 68)
Report by the president of the Commission for Basic Systems

{Cg:YIII70oc:-ZSi------------------------------------------

Mr. Neilon (president of the Commission for Basic Systems) presented his
r~port

contained in Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 68.
He

expre~sed

his gratitude to Dr. Lonnqvist, his predecessor.

He commented briefly on three of the many actions taken by the Commission
during its seventh session, held in Washington in November 1978, namely, the WWW
plan for 1980-1983 contained in Document Cg-VllljDoc. 26, the integrated WWW system
studYI and monitoring operations for the WWW.
Stating the fact that the Commission was not without problems, he said that
the WWW was not working as well as expected and also that a conflict in terms of
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reference existed with the Commission for Special Applications of Meteorology and
Climatology.

He also said that those difficulties would be solved by continued

diligence and good faith.
He mentioned the financial impact of the Commission's decisions which were

contained in Documents Cg-VIII/Doc. 3 and 59.
He said that the Commission hod an ambitious programme for the next financial period and would address itself to tasks in support of several other WHO programmes.

He stated that this involved co-operation with other international organi-

zotions and other technical commissions.

Mr. Treussart (president of the Commission for Instruments and Methods
of Observation) introduced his report contained in Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 45.

His

report reviewed the activities of the Commission during the lost four years.
He laid stress on the activities which received priority during the seventh
session of the Commission which was held in AugUst 1977 in Hamburg.

Referring to

that session, he particularly stressed the fact that the Commission had emphasized
that an effort must be made in the four following fields:

the training of specialists

in maintenance of meteorological instruments, the automation of observing systems;
the monitoring of environmental pollution and the standardization of instruments.

He

pointed out the related problems and mentioned the activities of the Commission in
these fields.
He drew attention to the existing co-operat.ion between ClMO and many other
technical commissions.
He pointed out that a great reduction in Secretariat staff assisting the
Commission had created real difficulties that would only increase if the funds proposed in Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 3 were adopted.
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Report by the president of the Commission for Atmospheric
~~!~~~~~-\Cg:VIII7Doc~-64)-------------------------------

Mr. Villevieille (president of the Commission for Atmospheric Sciences)
presented his report contained in Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 64.
past and future activities of the Commission.

His report reviewed the

These activities were discussed at

the seventh session of CAS which was held in March 1978 in Manila.
Referring to the seventh session of the Commission, he stated that an 01most unanimous wish for a direct and more responsible participation in the scientific progrommes of the Organization, the implementation of new WMO programmes and the
applications of the results obtained had been expressed.

He said that these general

principles of participation were to govern the Commission's activities, if approved
by Congress.
Taking that into account, he described the six scientific themes of prime.
importance for the Commission's work, namely, weather forecast, tropical meteorology,
tropospheric environment, stratosphere, weather modification and climate.
He mentioned that during the four years, five seminars and 25 meetings were
held and that four Technical Notes were published;

four others were to appear before

the end of this year.
He stated that the work carried out by the Commission was quite substantial considering the financiai restrictions.
He thanked Dr. Godson, his predecessor.
He mentioned that following the work of the Commission, on important WHO
statement Qn modification of the ozone loyer due to mon's activities had been issued.
He particularly referred to the participation of the Commission in two major
programmes of the Organization, namely, the First GARP Global Experiment and the
World Climate Programme.

As regards the latter, he hoped that the appropriate
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institutional arrangements would be made so that the Commission could ploy its role
in research co-ordination.

8.4

Report by the president of the Commission for Aeronautical
~~!~~~~!~~r-\Cg:vIII76oc:-I~}----------------------------

Mr-, ~ (president of the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology) pre-

sented his report contained in Cg-VIII/Doc. 16.
He referred to the striking changes in new technology and in responsibilities assumed by WHO which had occurred over the last twenty years.

Despite these

changes, he suggested that aviation continued to be a major user of meteorology.
He stressed the significant role of WHO in the development of national Meteorological
Services in view of the importance of aviation in both developed and developing
States.
Stating that the responsibilities for international civil aviation were
shared by WMO and ICAO, as outlined in the Working Arrangements, he considered it
essential that common regulatory material should continue to be developed at joint
meetings regarding the development of standards, recommended practices and guidance
material.

He said that the results of a joint WHO/ICAO review of the area forecast

system were to be discussed at the next joint meeting scheduled tentatively for 1981.
He expressed his appreciation to Mr. Ouverge, his predecessor.
He emphasized the importance of the co-operation between CAeM and other
technical commissions, in particular CBS and elMO.
He also expressed his appreciation to Mr. Lambert, Secretary-General of lCAO.
The President expressed his great satisfaction at the full co-operation
between the two organizations, WHO and lCAO.
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Report by the president of the Commission for Agricultural

~!!!~~~!~~r~rCg:vIII7Doc:-I9)-----------------------------

Mr. Baier (president of the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology) des-

scribed his report contained in Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 19.
He considered it significant that each speaker, during the opening session,
and each of the presidents of the regional associations, had made reference to
agriculture, the service of meteorology to agriculture, and food, in particular the
food crisis.

He also considered that this was a turning point since lost Congress.

He mentioned that the importance of climate and climatic variability to agriculture
had been repeatedly stressed during the World Climate Conference.
Mr. Baier described the new active role of the Commission as it now consisted nat only in reviewing existing material and knowledge but in generating new data
and also in acting in an advisory capacity in the Organization's activities.
He mentioned a few examples of the Commission's international co-operation
on the regional and inter-agency levels, in particular with FAO.
He said that the next session of the Commission, scheduled for September
1979 in Sofia, would discuss its future work programme for the next four yeors.

In

this connexion, he mentioned the important role of education and training in the
Commission's activities and also that the Commission's co-operation with agricultural outhori ties 'at the national and international levels would receive special
consideration.
The President stressed the importance of the assistance that meteorology gave
for food production and emphasized the cansequent importance of Congress' support to
the Commission.
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Report by the president of the Commission for Marine Meteorology
\Cg:VIII70oc~-20J-----------------------------------------------

Introducing Document 20, Mr. Vasil'ev (president of the Commission for
Marine Meteorology) focused on the role of the ocean, not only in its historical
role as a transport artery I but also as a source of food and energy resources and

minerals.

CMM organized its work to deal with such matters so that, in addition to

providing services to marine activities (e.g. ensuring the safety of productive work
at sea), it also handled a new component of marine meteorological services, namely

that of increasing· the economic efficiency of productive work at sea.

The latter

required a new system of specialized services to marine activities in order to provide information concerning the environment for certain marine operations.

Such

information ensured safety in the conduct of those operations and increased their
efficiency.

Examples of those services were weather routeing of ships at sea,

operational meteorological groups in areas where marine industries were operating,
and services to marine platforms from which the search for or exploitation of seabed mineral resources was being conducted.

CMM hod adopted a number of measures to

disseminate the advanced experience gained in the specialized services and hod puhlished -a number of handbooks and instruction manuals.
also been organized.

Seminars and discussions had

In that way marine meteorological services would be improved

and the quality of the analyses and forecasts would be enhanced.
CMM was also involved in prep9ring and publishing marine data in the form
of historical reference books containing water-surface temperatures and surface
currents.

It was preparing the marine part of the World Climatic Atlas and was en-

gaged in standardizing the recording of marine data.

Some of the research work con-

ducted by CMM (e.g. investigations into winds, waves, precipitation, water temperatures, automatic ship observotionsj

the use of satellite data for marine
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meteorological services;

telecommunications} would be published, thus enabling

Member countries to improve the quality of dato and their marine meteorological
services.

The existing situation was not conducive to the appropriate organization
of the work of the technical commissions, because there was no WMO orgon responsible
for co-ordinating the commissions' work.

Co-ordination (mainly by correspondence)

depended on the personal initiative of the presidents of technical commissions.
Congress should solve the problem by creating such on orgon.
8.7

Report by the president of the Commission for Hydrology
\Cg:VIII7Doc~-22)--------------------------------------

Mr. Clark (president of the Commission for Hydrology) introduced his report
contained in Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 22.
He mentioned that the growing interest and support of WHO Members for the"
activities of the Commission had been an important highlight.
He referred to the fifth session of the Commission held in Ottawa in 1976
which defined its programme of work based on the guidelines established by last
Congress, particularly for the Operational Hydrology Programme.
He commented on the work of the Commission in the preparation of a plan of
significant importance for a Hydrological Operational Multipurpose System (HJMS),
since it integrated its work within the Operational Hydrology Programme.
Considering the

prep~ration

of regulatory material in hydrology as a primary

concern to the Commission, he said that proposals were reing submitted to Congress
(Agenda item 2.4) concerning the Technical Regulations.
He reported on the continued excellent co-operation between CHy and the
Advisory Committee for Operational Hydrology (ACOH).

He said that the ACOH hod

recommended that a separate WMO Prize in Hydrology be offered annually for
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outstanding services in the science and practice of hydrology;

the Commission fully

endorsed this recommendation.
He recorded the continued close co-operation with other WHO bodies such as

elMO, CoSAMC and CAS, and the major role played by CHy in the implementation of the
hydrological component of the World Climate Programme as well as in the Agriculture
and Desertification Programme.
As an item of significant importance to the Commission, he mentioned the
guidance and advice provided, and also the input of the regional association groups
responsible for hydrology on the implementation of the Operational Hydrology

Programme (OHP) ot the regional level.
He also mentioned thot of particular significance was the implementation of
the decisions of the UN World Water Conference which emphasized the importance of the
role played by national Meteorological and Hydrometeorological Services in the
development of the water resources of Members and of the international co-operation,
particularly within the Operational Hydrology Programme keyed to its targets.
Pursuing the same subject, he stated that because the programme of the
Commission was geared to practical, operational activities, only a few changes of
emphasis together with the development of the HOMS were needed in order to optimize
the impact of the Organization on the plan of a_cHon of the Water Conference.

Mr. Thomas (president of the Commission for Special Applications of
Meteorology and Climatology) presented his report

co~tained

in Cg-VIII/Doc. 30.

He gave credit to Professor Landsberg, his predecessor, who remained
president until the seventh session of the Commission which was held in Geneva,
in April 1978.
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Mr. Thomas explained that the CoSAMC dealt with those activities not specifically covered by the other Commissions such as energy, urban and regional land-use
problems, human settlements, engineering, building, tourism, storage and transportation, and human bioclimatology.

He further explained it was because of this and

also of their needs for methodologies that the Commission was concerned with basic
climatological data, observational networks, statistical methods and the World
Climate Programme.
He mentioned the Commission's concern expressed at its seventh session that
"in several parts of the world there exists an urgent need to up-grade and develop

the climatological networks."
He stressed the fact that the Commission wished and expected to play a significant role in the World Climate Programme.

He then described the Commission's

interests in this important programme and_ i.n other programmes, namely, data, applications, impact, climatic atlas, and world weather records.

He then emphasized the

importance-of the energy and human bioclimatology programme.

80th of these areas

required increased attention and resources in plannirrg meetings, symposia and technical publications.
He paid tribute·to other international organizations, mentioning UNEP,
WHO and IAEA, for their collaboration in the activities within the field of CoSAMC.
The President thanked the presidents of all the regional associations and
of the technical commissions for the effective manner in which they had conducted
the work of t,heir respective bodies.

He said that it was unnecessary for him to

stress-the important role played by the regional associations and the technical
commissions in the work of the Organization and he therefore expressed his gratitude
and appreciation for their excellent work.
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The Secretary-General acknowledged with thanks the appreciation expressed
by the presidents of the regional associations and the technical commissions for the

assistance received by them from him and the Secretariat as a whole.

He said that

it was not only their duty but also a pleasure to give such assistance in every way
possible.

He also thanked the President for tbe great understanding and considera-

tion shown by him not only towards himself but to the Secretariat as a whole.

9.

Consolidated Programme and Budget (Agenda item 9)

(eg-VIII/Docs. 3, 4, 5, 18, 72,.73 and· 76)
Opening the discussion on agenda item 9 the President said that the item
would be considered in detail by Committee B.

The reason for taking up the item in

plenary prior to its detailed study in the working committee was to enable the
Secretory-General to present his proposals and to enable those delegations who wished
to do so, ta make some general statements which would serve as guidance to the
Committee.

He therefore requested all delegations to confine their remarks to the

broad features of the programme and budget.
Presenting the proposed programme and budget for the_next four-year period
the Secretary-General stated that since Documents 3 and 72 had been distributed to
all Members several months previously, a detailed presentation of their contents
would therefore be unnecessary.

The documents had been submitted in the form of

both a proposed programme and a budget required to implemen-t that programme since
the programme/budget approac~ was a well-established one in most other organizations
of the United Nations system.
Recalling some of the remarks made by the P.resident at the opening
ceremony, the Secretary-General said that the world was faced with many important
problems and difficulties which were adversely affecting the economies of many,
if not all, countries.

Any proposals, therefore, involving financial expenditure
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would need to be very carefully scrutinized.

At the same time, he felt that every

effort should be made to find solutions to those problems and the meteorologist and
hydrologist would be able to make a major contribution in so doing.

In preparing

the proposals an effort hod therefore been made to strike a balance between an unduly
ambi tious and costly programme and one' which would give WMO the means of helping

countries to find solutions to such serious problems.

The present programme was a

much reduced version of the original one prepared in the Secretariat but the reductions hod been made in order to strike a balance between the unprecedented opportunities for service to mankind which meteorology and hydrology presented and the
need for financial prudence.
While the benefits and advantages of the programmes, if implemented, would
be felt directly _by individual Member countries - through improvements in their
respective national Meteorological Services - they would also be felt by those same
countries in perhaps a less direct form (as far as WMO was concerned} but nonetheless
in a very real form through WMO's input into the programmes of other international
organizations of the United Nations system in their respective countries.

That was

because WHO, in addition to its direct responsibilities to its Members, had important
responsibili ties (which might not always be fully appreciated-) as a member of the
LN system of organizazions.

The several global conferences convened by the LN in

recent years had all required an effort on the part of WMO;

the joint WHO projects

and programmes with the UN on tropical cyclones, or on food and water problems, or
on the locust threat, with FAO and Unesco, all brought benefits to the individual
countries.

In programmes where meteorology and hydrology were involved it was the

Meteorological and Hydrological Services that would in turn be involved and
strengthened at the notional level.

The importance of the role of WMO as a member

of the UN system should not therefore be underestimated.
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Existing programmes still constituted a sound general basis on which to plan
for the future and, with the exception of one importont new development, the proposals
put forward essentially represented a continuation of existing activities.
The World Weather Watch programme (the basic operational programme of the
Organization) must not only continue but must develop and expand in a systematic way
in order to improve the benefits it brought to all Members. A somewhat greater
emphasis, therefore, was proposed for items such as the monitoring system and the
operational information programme.

It was hoped that Congress would continue, as it

had in the post, to give high priority to that programme.
The Meteorological Applications and Environment Programme should be continued
and increased attention should be given to such important fields as agriculture and
desertification, energy problems and environmental problems.

All those subjects were

directly related to major world problems in which WHO had important responsibilities
to face, both in regard to direct benefits to the Members and also by joint activities
with other organizations.
As regards the Research and Development Programme, it would be recalled that
one of the most significant features of the overall WMO programme in recent years had
been the remarkable increase in its research activities, both on its own and in conjunction with other bodies, notably ICSU.

Valuable experience in global research

operations hod been gained when WMO took responsibility for the meteorological component of the International Geophysical Year in 1957.

With the advent of satellite

meteorology and other developments such as computers - and also with important advances in theoretical meteorology - the way had been prepared for the Global Atmospheric
Research Programme (GARP).

At the same

tim~there

had been other important develop-

ments in the research programme within WMO itself, for example the Weather
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Modification Programme and its main component, the Precipitation Enhancement Project.

.

Thanks largely to the extremely co-operative attitude of the host country (Spain)
and of the countries participating in the PEP project excellent progress had been

made.
It was against such a background that the plans and proposals for research

for the future period had been developed.

They include an expanded role for CAS,

full support for the continuation of PEP (essentially a long-term project) and continued collaboration with ICSU (in a somewhat modified form) in order to ensure
appropriate follow-up action to the Global Experiment, as well as the joint undertaking with ICSU on the research component of the World Climate Programme.

Some other

proposals emerging from the Joint GARP Organizing Committee had also been added. In
financial terms the overall Research and Development Programme was currently the
largest of all the scientific and technical programmes presented to Congress.
Following the increased interest and developments in hydrology over a period
of many years and the culmination of those developments at last Congress by the
decision formally to amend the WHO Convention to include operational hydrology, WHO's
activities in that field had progressed in a highly effective manner.

The relevance

of water resources to many of the world's problems was self-evident and the continuation of modest expansion of the Hydrology and-Water Resources Programme was occordingly proposed.
Although the proposed World Climate Programme was a major new programme, in
a sense WMO had always possessed a climate programme. Since meteorology
embraced weather and climate, a World Meteorological Organization without a climate
programme appearing in some form was inconceivable. In recent years social and
economic developments in all countries had made society for more vulnerable to
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climote and climate variability than hitherto and a knowledge of long-term conditions
and the variability of those conditions hod become essential to high-level decision
making and economic planning.
being proposed.

Consequently a separote World Climate Programme was

The issues involved and

tre

appropriate courses of action to follow

had been clarified and identified at the recent highly successful WMO World Climate
Conference.

The proposal took fully into account present programmes and activities

and sought to avoid duplication of effort.

Nevertheless the World Climote Programme,

if approved, must be considered a major new activity, with all its financial and
organizational implications.
The second new programme proposed, the Operational Services Programme, did
not, however, constitute a major addition to the activities of the Organization; it
was rather a simple grouping of existing activities under a convenient title.
Experience had shown that the present programme, entitled Meteorological Applications
and Environment Programme, which covered a wide range of operational and nonoperational activities (to which must now be added further activities under the World
Climate Programme) waS not an effective means of dealing with those subjects and that,
in the interests of good management, a separation was needed.

Existing activities

in such fields as aviation meteorology, marine meteorology and ocean_affairs, the
tropical cyclone programme and the environmental satellite programme could, with advantage, be grouped together.

A major new expansion of activities was not being

proposedj it was simply a matter of re-arrangement in order to facilitate the work of
the Organization.
As regards the Technical Co-operation Programme, i t would be dHficult to
overestimate its importance in the successful functioning of the Organization. Its
basic aim was to enable assistance to be given, as necessary and in appropriate ways,
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to those Member countries of the Organization which needed such assistance in order
to enable them to reap the benefits of modern developments in meteorology and hydrology and thereby to assist them in achieving economic and social progress.

Since

that programme also aimed ot enabling Member countries to play their full role in
the various global programmes of the Organization, it was thereby a major factor in
ensuring the success of such global programmes.

The Technical Co-operation Programme

might therefore be regarded as a means of assisting, in a brooder sense, -oIl Member

countries since all benefited from the global programmes of WMD.

Since the moin

efforts of the Organization in thot programme were financed by extra-budgetary means
(especially UNOP and VAP) it was hoped that the scale of WMO's

participation in UNDP

and- the scale and scope of VAP would expand greatly in the years to come.

Fund-in-

Trust arrangements had shown a welcome increase and it was to be hoped that they
would continue.

Although the provision in the regular budget for technical co-

.operation -activities was very modest, it was nevertheless extremely valuable since
it was essentially used for providing fellowships.

The proposals merely included

a small increase in that provision; the system whereby voluntary and extra-budgetary
resourCeS constituted the main support to the Technical Co-operation Prograrrme would
continue as be fore.
The full participation of all Member countries in all ht10 prograrrmes was
essential but could only be achieved if each and every national Service had at its
disposal, in adequate numbers, highly skilled and competent scientific and
technical staff.

Consequently WMO had

developed a highly effective and greatly

appreciated Education and Training Programme.

Its main component comprised the

training activities conducted under extra-budgetary programme.

In addition, the

relatively small number of fellowships which it provided, as well as the training
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No major change was being

it was simply suggested that a small increase be made in the regular budget

for training activities.
The main element of what might be described as the Regional Programme was the
system of regional associations.

The programme proposals hod assumed that the same

system would be continued and kept in essentially the same form as at present.

How-

ever, special attention had been given by Seventh Congress to Regions I and III by
the approval, in each case, of a post of regional director based in Geneva, but with

extensive possibilities to travel in his Region.

At its 1978 session, the Executive

Committee, in response to a request from RA III, had approved, as an experimental
measure, the transfer of the director to a country in the Region, willing to serve
as host.

I t had also approved the appointment of a director for RA II.

In view of

those very recent developments, it had been difficult, in preparing Document 3, to
draw up specific proposals for the next period, especially as those proposals had to
be issued before the two special arrangements had been approved.•. The proposals were,
therefore, in fact a compromise between the present system and the establishment of
full Regional Offices in the respective Regions.
In view of all the above remarks, it would be readily recognized that an
increase in WMO's responsibilities would involve a greater effort, not only on the
part of the Secretariat, but in all aspects of the implementation process.

Thus,

the contributions of individual national Services in establishing and operating
stations and centres, the assistance of top-level experts of those Services in the
work of the WHO constituent bodies, their working groups and the various WMO conferences and meetings, and the financial and other contributions to YAP, etc. would all
need to be forthcoming, if the proposed programmes were to be fully implemented.
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Moreover, the Secretariat, as the catalytic and co-ordinating body and the focal
point of all the Organization's activities, would also need to be strengthened.
Although direct contributions of Members to implement the various WMO programmes

rested upon individual decisions of their respective governments, it was the Members
themselves who benefited.

It could be expected that the support and the goodwill,

which had been generated in the post between WMO and all its Member countries, would
continue.

However, the full benefits of that support and goodwill could evidently

only be derived if there was an efficient and well-balanced Secretariat with appro-

priate competence in all the necessary fields.

Consequently, the proposals for the

next period endeavoured tn ensure that the Secretariat would be able to maintain its
present high standards.

Since the

struct~re

of the Secretariat must clearly be com-

patible with the programmes it had to implement, a continuation of the normal procedure of having a Secretariat deportment for each programme had been -envisaged.

The

Secretariat could not function effectively without the normal supporting services and
a department (a single department moreover) dealing with administration, conferences
and publications would continue to be necessary.

Thus it should be noted that the

efficiency and effectiveness of that department were an essential prerequisite to the
success of the work carried out in all the other departments.
As regards the structure of the Secretariat, the proposals therefore
recommended that the seven existing departments, be continued and that two new
departments be created:
the other as

0

one for a major new programme (World Climate Programme) and

result of reorganization (Operational Services).

To ensure closer

collaboration with the United Nations itself and the various UN organizations, it was
proposed that a new post, at director level, be created.

The incumbent should be

based in New York because it was the centre of all UN activities and the activities
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However, since many of the speciolized agencies with

whom WMO would hove to collaborate on an increasing scale (especially as regards the
all-embracing scope of the new World Climate Programme) were based in Europe, a good
case might therefore be made out for that officer to be stationed at the WMO Head.
quarters in Geneva.

Irrespective of where his duty station might be, WMO programmes

would be adversely affected if the Organization did not work much more closely with
the United Notions system.

All the posts at director level were proposed ot the

grade of 0.1, although in some cases a D.2 grade might be justified.
Above the director level there existed - in addition to the
Secretary-General himself - only two posts:
Assistant Secretary-General.
fill the latter post.

the Deputy Secretary-General and an

For purely financial reasons it had been impossible to

There was now a very real need for two Assistant

Secretaries-General because of the greatly increased general interest in WMO activities and the consequent increase in the volume of work.

In the interest of good

management it was essential to have more high-level assistance.

Although the precise

delineation of duties between the two Assistant Secretaries-General would need further
study, some further help between the Secretary-General and his heads of departments
was essential.

As regards the World Climate Programme, it was not proposed to

establish any new departments but rather to enable existing ones to expand so as to
enable them to take into account the extra effort needed for climate purposes.

The

alternative would have been to establish three or four new departments with on
enormous increase in the budget and the very real danger of overlap and duplication.
However, in dividing the responsibility between the existing departments, there was
the risk that the new programme would lose both its identity and its cohesiveness
and would hence not be pursued with the vigour and enthusiasm necessary.

Moreover,
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all those activities would involve a close relationship with many other agencies.
Therefore, at least for the coming period, a unit should be established in the
Secretary-General's office, with responsibility for co-ordinating the overall effort
in that field.

That meant not only co-ordination of the WMO effort itself but also

the participation of other organizations in the World Climate Programme - as well as
the support to the inter-agency bodies which would have to be established.

A

director and three P-stoff officers were therefore being proposed for the next

period.

That represented a minimum if the enthusiasm and interest currently prevail-

ing for the programme were to be maintained.
Some modest strengthening of the staff in the lower grades was also being
proposed.

In an international Secretariat, working in four languages, adequate

linguistic and other supporting staff were essential to efficiency.

In his opening

statement the President had referred to the excellent standard of WMO documentation.
Such a high standard had been attainable only because of effective and efficient
team _work and this could not be maintained if increasing workloads were not offset
by increasing staff at all levels.

A total increase of 34 posts over the next four

years - covering all grades - was being asked for.-

As it would be spread over four

years, some four or five extra P staff and above, plus four G staff, would be
recruited on the average each year.
At its previous session, the Executive Committee had asked for information
on how the WMO budget compared with those of other organizations in the UN system.
From the final version of Document 3 it was clear that the WMO budget, when
looked upon as a part of the total budget for the UN system, was very small and
amounted to about one per cent of the total system.

While recognizing the limited

usefulness of such a comparison, it did demonstrate that, even in a time of

THIRD PLENARY MEETING

59

financial stringency such as currently prevailed, the exceptional opportunities for
increased services to Members (plus their budgetary consequences) might be looked
upon with somewhat less concern, from the overall financial point of view, than
would otherwise be the case.
When expressed in dollars, the budget inevitably showed a substantial
increase over that for the present four-year period.

In Document 3 the total pro-

posed budget amounted to $68 million, or an average annual budget starting ot
$15 million in 1980 and rising to $19 million by 1983.

As a result, however, of the

changes in the currency exchange rates which had taken place since Document 3 hod
been prepared, the figure had to be adjusted to $87 million, with corresponding
increases in the annual budget.

The total average annual percentage increase

amounted to eight to nine per cent in the first case and to about ten per cent in
the second, although in both cases the real growth figure was about four-and-a-half
per cent.

Converted into unit values those figures showed an increase from, for

example, 1979 to 1980 of about $800, of which only a part would be for real growth
in the programme.

In the present circumstances such an increase was hardly excessive

and possibly unduly modest.
Should some reduction in the budget proposals prove necessary, it was to be
hoped that some extra-budgetary means would be found to implement those parts of the
programme which would otherwise have to be deleted to meet the budget cuts.
Document 18 explained the several ways in which programmes or projects might be
implemented by groups of countries wishing to do so under the aegis of WMO but outside the normal budget of the Organization.

Consideration might also be given to

such methods i f Congress should decide to establish new programmes.

The purpose of

the budget and the budgetary system was to enable a full and constructive programme
to be implemented.
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On the basis of the annual financial appropriations authorized by the
Executive Committee, the Secretary-General was required to submit to each Member a
request for its appointed contribution and to implement the approved programme of
activities using the financial contributions received.

The Financial Regulations

required payment of contributions to be made by 1st January of the year on which
they were due.

Although such contributions were assessed in

US

dollars, they were

payable in Swiss francs, with no indication of the currency exchange rate to be
applied.

Difficulties inevitably arose from delays in receiving Members' contribu-

tions, from the inadequacy of the Working Capital Fund in the prevailing financial
circumstances, and from fluctuations in currency exchange rates.

Moreover, those

difficulties were accentuated by the fact that over 90 per cent of all WHO expenditure was in Swiss francs.

Since the inadequacy of the Working Capital Fund was a

particularly disturbing feature, consideration should be given to the procedure to
be followed if that fund were to become exhausted.
A programme on the scale and scope proposed would be necessary if WMO were
to render to its Members the services for which it was created.

Those parts of the

programme which the Organization itself had to implement would need budgetary provision of the order of magnitude set out above.

Should Congress wish to undertake

certain of those activities on some other financial basis, past and present experience
of extra-budgetary activities suggested that, at least in some cases, they could be
an equally effective way.

At any rate, Congress should find some means of avoiding

a recurrence of the very serious financial difficulties presently being experienced.
The meeting was adjourned at 12.55 p.m. and resumed at 2.35 p.m.
Mr. Harb (Egypt) endorsed fully the Secretary-General's proposals for the
programme and budget for the eighth financial period concerning the seven main
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He added that Document 3 not only explained clear-

ly the achievements made in the seventh financial period but also the efforts needed
in the eighth financial period to realize the aims and aspirations of all Member
countries.

It was therefore necessary to consider the proposals very carefully so

that WMO could meet its responsibilities.

In particular, he supported the proposed

new World Climate Programme, octivities relating to agricultural meteorology and
desertification, and the Education and Training Programme.

He estimated that the

budgetary increases in the proposed programmes for the eighth financial period
varied from one programme to another within a range of 25 to 85 per cent compared
with the budgets of the corresponding programmes implemented during the seventh financial period.

He found these budgetary increases justified and accordingly supported

them fully.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon), referring to the report of
the President, stressed the role of the Organization in connexion with the environment, food production, water resources, drought, desertification and climate.

The

requirements of the developing regions were essentially concerned with education
and training of personnel, improvement in implementation of the WWW, and meteorology
in support of agriculture, water resources and transport.

His delegation considered

the activities covered by the proposed budget adequate to respond to the needs,
although priorities must still be assigned, and was particularly in support of the
Training and Education Programme, the Agricultural Programme and the expansion of
VAP to areas other than the WWW.

He also expressed support of the proposal to trans-

fer the Regional Office for Africa to the Region and welcomed the World Climate
Programme which, he felt, would contribute to the development of meteorological
services in Africa.
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~

(U.S.S.R.) congratulated the Secretary-General on the excellent

manner in which the proposals had been presented together with all relevant information.

He stressed the priorities of the technical and scientific programmes and the

need to base new programmes on those already existing, the World Climate Programme
being the logical development of the study of climatic variability and the application of data.

Its research component was an important item of the scientific pro-

grammes of WMO and the continuation of GARP should also be considered.

While in

support of the content of the proposed Hydrological Operational Multi-purpose
System (HOMS), he objected to its designation as a system, preferring tne term
"programrne ll wi tnin tne Operational. Hydrology Programme.

He was not in favour of

excessive concentration on individual programmes and felt ratner tnat overall coordination of programmes was more important and tnat a scientific advisory body could
be establisned for tnis purpose.
Not all items on tne proposed budget were equally justified.

Altna'ugn ne

was convinced that tne Secretariat required developing, increasing the number of
posts was not the solution.

He considered the 100 man-years of consultants and

600 meetings proposed for the next financial period excessive.

The basic ways of

economizing were to define priorities and to bring expensive items into line with
the available resources, using existing bodies and means whenever possible.
that GARP expenditure had been less stringently

co~troIled

thon other items.

He noted
He

advocated careful control, moreover, of funds received from other international
organizations such as UNEP, FAO, etc.
Observing that the budgets- of most nationdl Meteorological Services were
being reduced in real terms, Mr. Mason (United Kingdom) stated that he was unable to
approve the major and unrealistic increases in the Secretary-General's prooosais for the
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programme and budget for the eight financial period, involving a total of some 600
meetings, seminars and working group sessions.

He believed that much of the pro-

posed programme would not serve the urgent needs of the developing countries and
would divert resources from more urgent tasks.

He felt that the large increase in

activities proposed by the Secretary-General would impose an insupportable burden on
national Meteorological Services and would therefore be detrimental to the advancement of meteorology both as a profession and a science.
In particular, he was not in favour of the proposed allocations for three
scientific programmes:

the Research and Development Programme, casted at $6.4 million

and providing for 106 meetings;
and including 115 meetings;

the World Climate Programme, costed at $5.5 million

and the GARP Programme, which enVisaged some 40 meetings

and a budget of $4.5 million.

He proposed a cut of at least 50 per cent in the

budget of these three programmes, which together involved a total of 260 meetings and
a budget of $17 million.

He found some of the proposed projects in the Meteorological

Applications Programme, with 60 meetings and casted at $5.8 million, particularly
vague and unconvincing and considered a reduction of 25 per cent appropriate.
He recommended that only relatively modest economies be effected in operational programmes such as the World Weather Watch, Hydrology and Water Resources and
other operational services for aviation, agriculture, marine activities and the
Tropical Cyclone Project.

While advocating the improvement of the WWW facilities and

an adequate follow-up of the Global Weather Experiment, he questioned the wisdom of
devoting more than a quarter of the $8 million WWW budget to monitoring and information.

He supported strengthening the services of developing countries by all prac-

ticable means, particularly through education and training.
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With a much reduced and more realistic scienti fie programme, there would be

no need for any increase in either the total staff or the senior posts in the
Secretariat, nor for the greatly increased number of consultants;

moreover, the

United Kingdom continued to oppose the establishment of a WMO Liaison Office in

New York.
With some economies in

Administrotiv~

and Supporting Services to reflect the

recommended reductions in the scientific and technical programmes, he believed that
the proposed budget of $91 million could be reduced by at least 20 per cent, leaving
adequate funds to fulfil the real needs of Members.

The activities of the Secre-

tariat would thus be able to continue at the same.rate, at existing prices and
exchange rates but with no real growth.
Mr. Bohme (German Democratic Republic) referred to the development of the
Organization in the context of progress in meteorology and socio-economic development.
He stressed the fact that the aims of WMO could be furthered by an active political
commitment of the Organization and its Members for the benefit of peace and social
progress.

He

pointe~

out that the global daily expenditure on armament exceeded the

Organization's budget for four years.

The Secretary-General's proposals for the pro-

gramme and-budget for the eighth financial period- appeared to be comprehensive and
multi-layered and he recommended assigning priority to the World Weather Watch Programme, the World Climate Programme, environmental monitoring, some atmospheric research programmes, the Weather Modi Hcation Programme, the Technical Co-operation
Programme and the Training and Education Programme.

He shared the serious concern

expressed by several delegates concerning the proposed increase in the budget.

He

observed that over the previous ten years the annual WHO budget had increased by a
factor of over 4.5, whereas the annual budgets of all the United Nations specialized
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agencies and of the United Nations system as a whole had increased on the average by
a factor of about 3.

He felt that the annual budget of the Organization should be

stabilized by a number of measures, such as assigning the new projects and programmes
to existing constituent WHO bodies for implementation, making more use of the WMO
working groups and rapporteurs rather tha,n paying experts and consul tonts, and re-

ducing the number of proposed meetings.

He stated that he would support a realistic,

stable and sound programme and budget which would efficiently use available funds
during the eighth financial period.
Mr. AI-Sulton (Iraq) congratulated all those who had participated in the
preparation of the Cg-VIII/Doc. 3 and endorsed the views expressed by the delegates
of the United Republic of Cameroon, the U.S.S.R. and the United Kingdom on the proposals contained therein.
responsibilities.

WMO, more than 100 years old, had recently assumed new

The numerous natural catastrophes which had recently befallen the

human race had imposed new commitments on WMO.

Since the Second World War, other

inTernationcil organizations such as FAD, Unesco and UNEP, which had increasing
confidence in WMO, had accordingly requested the Organization to execute many of
their projects.

He pointed out that the financial implications of carrying out these

new responsibilities were evident and should naturally be reflected by an increase
in the funds requested in the proposals for the budget for the eighth financial
period.

While supporting the proposed programmes such as the World Climate Programme

and the Hydrology and Water Resources Programme, he requested that the funds and
figures included in the Secretary-General's proposals for the budget be further
discussed and clarified.
Reiterating his support of the Secretary-General's budget proposals, he
stated that any reduction in the proposed budget, if at all necessary, should be very
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small.

Larger reductions, especially in a period of global interdependence, would

be detrimental to the developing countries in Africa, Asia and Lotin America.
Mr. ~ (Japan) expressed his delegation's general agreement with the
proposed budget.

Japan attached particular importance to the World Weather Watch,

the Global Atmospheric Research Programm-e and the First GARP Global Experiment I the

Tropical Cyclone Project,

rGOss,

the Education and Training Programme, the Technical

Co-operation Programme and the World Climate Programme, which should be one of the
Organization's main programmes.
Wider participation of Member countries in the WMO scientific and technical
activities was essential.

Further strengthening of the education and training and

technical assistance activities was also desirable.
Japan was in favour of the proposed expansion of the World Weather Watch
Programme;

in particular, the role of geostationary satellites in its implementa-

tion shOUld be stressed.

With the co-operation of the Typhoon Committee member

countries, Japan intended to propose the Typhoon Operational Experiment to improve
the warning system.
Considering the actual budget, he advocated a "scrap and build" concept,
i.e. deleting redundant or obsolete programmes before introducing new ones.

The

proposed increase in D-posts should be very critically examined and the proposed
increase in the budget minimized.
Mr. ~ (Canada) cautioned against a situation in which WMO would become
over-extended in planning the programme for the eighth financial period on4accordingly,recommended the assignment of priorities and stressed a number of focal points
amang the proposed new and expanded scientific and technical activities of WMO,
namely:

the further implementation of WWW, certain aspects of GARP, particularly
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the completion of FGGE and implementation of the World Climate Research Programme;
continuing strengthening of the WMO Operational Hydrology Programme;

a balanced pro-

gramme of meteorological support to environmental problems, including that of world
food production, and the problem of climate and climatic variability.

In view of

the long-term benefits of research, any budgetary reductions should be sought elsewhere.

Bearing in mind the economic difficulties in many Member countries, he con-

sidered that the growth rate and budget of the proposed WMO programmes were too high
and recommended the adoption of a budget reflecting as Iowan annual real growth
rate as possible.

To accomplish this, some proposed projects should be postponed,

others should proceed at a slower rate and some projects already under way be curtailed or discontinued.
Mr. ~ (Kenya) expressed full support of the World Climate Programme
and pointed out that many of the large number of meetings on which Mr. Mason had
commented would be held jointly with other organizations and it was for Congress to
give the necessary support-to WMO.

Other WMO progrommes were equally important-

particularly the WWW, yet to be fully implemented.

He observed that his country had

always supported WMO programmes whenever possible and would continue to do so.
He noted with satisfaction WMO's activities in hydrology and water resources development, and welcomed the establishment of the Hydrological Operational
Multi-purpose System.

In view of the future expansion of WMO activities in hydrology,

he proposed that the Advisory Committee for Operational Hydrology (ACOH) be reestablished or that another body assume the functions of ACOH.
He fully -supported the view of the seventh session of RA I that the
Regional Office for Africa should be transferred to Africa.
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Kenya considered the Voluntary Assistance Programme an excellent innovation
in support of the World Weather Watch and hod already benefited greatly from it.

It

was in favour of changing the name of the YAP to "Voluntary Co-operation Programme"

and increasing its scope to include areas outside the WWW.
As regards education and training, most Meteorological Services in developing countries were monned by indigenous personnel.

Some Regional Training Centres

still required highly-qualified personnel from abroad in order to mointain standards,
and further allocations of funds to long-term fellowships would also be welcomed-.

The Kenya delegation supported the greater part of the budget proposals
but required further clarification on certain items such as the division of the
Meteorological Applications and

~nvironment

Programme into two programmes.

In view of the WMO Membership of 143 Member States and six Member
Territories, expansion of the Executive_ COlMlittee from 24 to 29 members was, in his
view,

necessa~y.

Mr. ~ (France) stoted that it was inconceivable for the activities
of WHO to increase more rapidly than the means available to Members for implementing
the adopted programmes;

the programme submitted to Congress therefore needed to be

adjusted to the resources which Members were able to devote to its implementation.
Furthermore WMO should confine itself to the fulfilment of its own mission and call
upon other organizations to assume theirs fully,

In his view the budget items to

which priority should ~e given were (a) the World Weather Watch, a long-term undertaking sine qua non for all future activities;

(b) technical co-operation;

(c)

the

World Climate Programme, to be developed within reasonable limits and (d) activities
concerned with food production.

With a budget of US $73-75 million, it should be

possible to meet the priorities.

The French delegation proposed the deletion from

the budget of a large number of meetings which would interrupt the work of researchers.
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It also considered that consultants should be called upon only in cases where very
special technical competence was required.

Finally, all duplication and overlapping

of activities should be avoided.
Mr. Benton (U.S.A.) reviewed with approval the Organization's accomplishments over the previous four years, mentioning in particular the progress achieved
in the World Weather Watch - the fundamental WMO programme - and the successful
launching of the First GARP Global Experiment.

The risk of losing the impetus of

the FGGE existed, however, as the operating Members were not obliged to continue the
programme once the Experiment was concluded.

The WWW could thus be very adversely

affected and his delegation proposed urgent action to improve WWW capability and hod
submitted a separate document on the subject.
Other high-priority programmes were the World Climate Programme;
Hydrology and Water Resources Programme, including HOMSj

the

and the Research Programme.

The FGGE and the research based on it still had to be successfully concluded and the
second GARP objective should be merged into the World Climate Programme.
Also of importance was the Weather Modification Programme under which the
Precipitation Enhancement Project (PEP) had been planned.

PEP was an ambitious pro-

ject and its structure and flexibility, on which its successful conclusion depended,
should be carefully evaluated.
The Education and Training Programme and the Voluntary Assistance
Programme (VAP), long supported by the United States, deserved increased emphasis.
Members' support of the VAP was not growing and with increased inflation had in fact
decreased.

The possibility of increasing pledges for VAP activities should be

examinedi

the United States would certainly continue to support the programme.
Substantial resources were necessary, after adjustments to cover inflation

and varying exchange rates, to maintain the level of the programmes.

In finalizing
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the budget, it should be borne in mind that some· programmes (e.g. certain parts of

GARP) were declining, with a consequent liberation of funds, and others were of
lower priority and could be curtailed.

A target for the total

bud~et

should be set,

priorities assigned, and the programmes pruned accordingly.
The President expressed his appreciation of the United States' continued
support to the Voluntary Assistance Programme.
Mr. Zillmon (Australia) expressed his country's support of the proposed programme in general but reiterated the need for seorching scrutiny in establishing priorities.

The level of growth proposed was inconsistent with the current financial

stringencies of many national Services and the Organization's activities should therefore be restricted to those for which an international organization is necessary and
which WHO could carry out.

While only slight economies could be made in the World

Weather Watch and the Hydrology-and Water Resources Programmes, the proposed allocations for Operational Services and Meteorological Applications and Environment could
be reduced by up to $2 million;
$1.5 million;

Research and Development (including GARP) by $1 -

and the World Climate Programme by $1.5 - $2 million.

scope for some savi,ngs in t_he Education and Training Programme.

There was also

Under Supporting

Programmes, technical co-operation activities should be undertaken to the extent pos ..
sible through the UNDP and sources other than the WHO regular budget.

In view of the

limited resources ourrently available, he also considered it inadvisable to create a
post of Assistant Secretary-General for Scient-ific and Technical Programmes.

Australia

did not insist on any significant reduction in the overall level of activities of the
Organization, however, and would be in support of a budget o-f some-thing less than
$80 million (1979 dollars),

He suggested that a figure be agreed on and the details

of pri_ori ties worked out by the subcommittees.
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Mr. Lingelbach (Federal Republic of Germany) stressed the need to compromise by establishing priorities.

His country's opinion was that first priority

should be given to the World Weather Watch, which had for ten years been the basis
of all technical activities.

Despite a certain decrease in WWW implementation in

some ·oreas l he felt that there was no alternative than to continue as before/ aiming
at achieving five- to ten-day forecasts.

High priority should also be given to the

Global Atmospheric Research Programme, the second component of which led to the
World Climate Programme, and governments should be made aware of the necessity to
invest money and manpower in those activities.

The means of the industrial nations

alone were not sufficient to carry out the programmes successfully - world-wide
co-operation was necessary.

The Federal Republic of Germany would do its utmost to

assist the developing countries in their activities.
Bearing in mind that many Meteorological Services had been obliged to
reduce their staff by up to ten per cent, any significant increase in the growth
rate of the

Organi~ation

was totally unrealistic.

The aim of WMO should be a growth

rate of near zero.
Mr. Ahialegbedzi (Togo) regretted that Seventh Congress had discontinued
some programmes, the implementation of which meant a great deal to developing countries.

The World Weather Watch had greatly contributed to the developing countries,

the social and economic development of which was based on the development of agriculture.

Climatic changes in the previous decade had seriously affected agriculture

in the developing countries.

Certain means - i.e. Meteorological Services - were at

the disposal of the developing countries but their operation depended on the availability of training and equipment.

He was of the view that no cuts in the budget

should be made at the expense of agriculture.
Nations organizations for their support.

He concluded by thanking all United
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Mr. Ranmatullah

(Pakistan) felt that the Secretary-General's proposals for

the programme and budget for the eighth financial period presented the best possible
compromise between the competitive demands of the various scientific and technical
programmes that were proposed for implementation during the next four years.

In

particular, he supported the proposed new World Climate Programme, the Regional
Programme and the Education and Training Programme, which was vital for improving
the

national Meteorological Services in developing countries.

He found it natural

that the proposed increases in the activities of WMO should result in a corresponding
increase in the budget of the Organization.

If, however, it was necessary to curtail

expenditure, he felt that economies should be confined to marginal activities such as
glaciology and disaster relief, for which other agencies of the United Nations were
also responsible.
Mr. Berridge (Guyana) felt that WMO had played a significant role in convincing decision-makers at the national level of the value of meteorology to economic
and social advancement.

He accordingly supported the Secretary-General's proposals

for the p"rogranme and budget for the eighth financial period, in particular the proposals concerning the World Weather Watch, Technical Co-operation, Hydrology and
Water Resources and Education and Training programmes.

He mentioned that of the 14

member countries of the Caribbean Meteorological Organization only five were WMO
Members, namely Barbados, British Caribbean Territories, Jamaica, Guyana and
Trinidad and Tobago, and that these countries valued their Membership of WMO very
highly.

He pointed out that a number of countries in the British Caribbean Terri-

tories had recently become independent, namely, Dominica, St. Lucia and Grenada.
He queried whether these newly independent countries might have joint Membership of
WMO as they were unable to afford the contributions for individual Membership,
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although this arrangement was not at the moment possible under the WHO Convention.
National Meteorological Services, especially in developing countries, hod first to
struggle hard to convince their national authorities concerned to approve the funds
necessary for national needs before asking for their countries' contributions to be
paid to WMO.

He therefore felt that the size of the proposed budget for the

eight~

financial period should be reduced, especially the Research and Development Programme,
which accounted for about 35 per cent of the proposed budget.

He further recommended

the adoption of smaller WHO unit contributions cnd hoped that potential and former
Member countries would not ,be excluded fr_om Membership on account of purely economic
conside_rations.

He

WQS

also in favour of having

recour~e

to extra-budgetary

possibilities as indicated by the Secretary-General in Cg-VIII/Doc. 18.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) pointed out the need for careful analysis of the
budget document by the committees, the results of whose deliberations would have
long-reaching effects.

While having no doubt that the developed countries would wish

for greater emphasis on scientific programmes, he stated that the items of fundamental importance to the Latin American and developing countries were technical
co-operation, the regional programmes and education and training, and appealed that
no reductions be made in those sectorsi
benefit

from~he

fo~

in order to be able to contribute to and

scientific programmes, all Member countries required adequate means

and trained personnel.

In view of the serious restrictions imposed by the economic

situation, efforts should be made to remain within the limits of the strictly
essential items and thus avoid increases in the budget.
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The President thanked the Secretary-General for his introductory statement

which was clear and balanced and thereby set the tone for the debate.

The President

added that he himself considered the proposed budget to be reasonable and hod
difficulty in understanding certain countries' objection to the proposed increase
which on an annual basis amounted only to a unit volue increase of about $800 per
annum~

The meeting adjourned at 5.05 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE FOURTH PLENARY MEETING
8 May 1979 at 2.34 p.m.
10.

The Meeting was called to order at 2.34 p.m.

Report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 105)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 1, PINK 4 and PINK B)
The President called upon Mr, Vuorela (chairman of the Credentials Committee)
to present his report.
Mr. Vuorela presented the reports of his committee which, he explained r were
the result of three meetings.

His committee found that the credentials of the

delegations of the Members listed were in order and moreover the credentials of
Bolivia, Mauritania and Morocco which were received afterwards were also in order.
The names of these Members should therefore be added.
The President said that it was also necessary to add the name of Upper Volta
in PINK 1.
Mr. Izrael (U.SoSoRo) pointed out that the United Nations practice in
respect of names of countries should have been followed in making the lists referred
to.

The President thanked the delegate of the U.SoS.R. and agreed with him.
!here being no further comment, the first, second and third reports of the
Credentials Committee were adopted o
11.

All the above additions were also agreed to.

Appointment of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 12.3)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 2)
At the request of the President, Mr. ~ (chairman of the Nomination Committee)
presented his committee's report as contained in Document Cg-VIII/PINK 2.

In the
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report, listed in alphabetical order, were the names: Dr. D.A. Davies,

Dr. D. Radinovic and Dr. A.C. Wiin-Nielsen for the post of Secretary-General of the
World Meteorological Organization.
The President wished to remind Congress thot the procedures for making the
selection were specified in Regulation 189 of the General Regulations.

The-delegates of Denmark and Yugoslavia, in turn, asked for the floor and
referred to the merits of the candidates from their respective countries.
At the req,:,est of the President, the procedure-s to be followed were read

aloud by the Deputy Secretary-General.
The President repeated. the procedure and called upon the delegates of
Malaysia and Sudan to act as tellers and asked them to take their seats by the ballot
box.

He then said that it had been agreed in the working committee stage that votes

should be counted in the conference room itself.

Without wishing to anticipate the

final decision of Congress in this matter, he suggested-, after hciving consul ted the
members of the Co-ordination Committee l that in the present case the tellers should
count the votes in the conference room in the presence of the delegationso

After

having ascertained that each delegation entitled to vote had received a voting slip,
the President declared open the vote which took place by secret
of the vo-te

"'er~

as follows:

Number of voting slips

122

Dr. ft•.A-. Davies

51

Dr. Do Radinovic

24

Dr.- A. Co WHn-Nielsen

46

Abstention-

I

ballot~

The results
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The President announced that in accordance with the procedure contained in
Regulation 189, the name of the candidate obtaining the least number of votes was to
be eliminated from the list and voting was to be repeated for the two remaining
candidates.
The results of the second vote were as follows:
Number of voting slips

Dr. DuA. Davies
Dr~ A.C~

Wiin-Nielsen

122
58

62
2

Abstentions

The President an"nounced that the candidate who had obtained a greater number

of votes had not received the necessary two-thirds majority.

He said that the

procedures stipulated that in such a case if a motion to appoint the preferred
candidate was received, the motion would be put to a vote and would need a two-thirds

majority for its adoption.

Mr.

~

(France) considered it an honour to table such a motion, pro-

posing that Dr. A.C. Wi in-Nielsen be appointed Secretary-Generalo

The motion was

seconded by Mr. ~ (UoS.A u).
The motion was thereupon put to a vote.
The President requested the delegates to indicate the word "yes" or "no" on
the voting slips.
The results of the vote were as follows.
Number of voting slips

122

Ves

82

No

38

Blank voting slips

2
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Since the necessary two-thirds majority was obtained , the President declared
the motion adopted.

Dr. A.C. Wiin-Nielsen was declared Secretary-General elect for

the eighth financial period.
The President gaVe the floor to Dr. A.C. Wiin-Nielsen.
Mr. Wi in-Nielsen expressed surprise at being moved from his position at the
back of the conference hall to stand in front of the delegates as the SecretaryGeneral elect.
the appointment

He said that he felt deeply touched and very
p

h~mble

in receiving

He added that he would try to serve the Organization which in-

cluded all its Members to the best of his ability.

He appreciated that the position

he was going to occupy in the future was a difficult one.
He understood that he had much to learn but he hoped to receive help and
good co-operation from all Members so as to make a reasonable transitional periodo
Referring to the staff of the Secretariat he said that all transition was difficult
but as lang as all were loyal to the ideals of the Organization, they could all look
forward to four years of good co-operation for the benefit of all aspects of the
work of WMO including helping those Members who needed assistance.
The President gave the floor to Dr. D.A. Davies.
Mr. Davies extended his warm congratulatio_ns to Dr.

Wi.i;n-Niels~n

and assured

him that he would do his best to ensure that the transition was as smooth and
effective as possible.

He expressed his

\:l.e~t

wishes for the succesS of the Secretary-

General elect in his important new office and for the continued. progress of- the
Organization as a whole.
The President said that he wished to thank Dr. Davies for the excellent
manner in which he had served the Organization over the previous 24-year period and
for the way in which he had undertaken to pave the way for the new SecretaryGeneralis work during the next four years.
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The President gave the floor to Oro D. Radinovic.
Mr. Radinovic congratulated Dr. Wiin-Nielsen and
accomplishment of his tasks.

~ished

him success in the

He thanked the Government of Yugoslavia for having

submitted his candidature for such a high post as well as the delegations which had
shown him honour and confidence by supporting him.
The President gave the floor to c number of delegates who wished to speak.
Mr. ~ (France) expressed his great admiration of Dr. WHn-Nielsen and

the high esteem in which he held him for all his accomplishments in the field of
meteorology.

He also said that the status attained by the Organization was entirely

due to Dr. Davies and he therefore proposed that Congress should unanimously place
on record its high praise and appreciation as well as its deep feelings for
Dr. Davies for all the work he had accomplished for WMO and its Members.
Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) seconded the proposal.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) presented the congratulations
of his delegation to the Secretary-General elect and supported the proposal made by
Franceo
Mr. AI-Sultan (Iraq) speaking on behalf of his delegation as well as the
president of RA II said that the progress and prosperity achieved by WMO during the
previous twenty-four years under the direction of Dr. Davies, and congratulated
Dr. Wiin-Nielsen wishing him success and prosperit-yo

He hoped all would collaborate

and co-operate with him to help him carry out his work efficientlyo
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) extended a heartfelt welcome on behalf of RA III
and his delegation to the Secretary-General elect and supported the proposal of the
delegation of France.
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Mr. Abayorni (Nigeria) spoke on behalf of RA I as well as the Nigerian

delegation in congratulating the Secretary-General elect whom he considered a man
of very high scientific stature and understanding,

Dr. Dovies had created an image

of the Organization and his work would therefore never be forgotten in the
Organization.

Those in the developing countries were extremely grateful to him and

would always cherish the good work he had done for the Organization on their behalfo
He looked forward to a period of stability and growth for which the Organization had
been noted in the past.
Mr.

~ (U~SoA.)

paid tribute to Dr. Davies saying that he had only

recently become associated with WMO but even in that short time he had become fully
aware of the fine leadership he had given the Organization in the past.

He offered

his congratulations to Dr ~ Wiin.... Nielsen~
Mr. Kintanar (Philippines) said that his country was grateful for the work
that Dr. Davies had done for the Organization.

He extended his congratulations to

the Secretary-General elect and looked forward to even greater work by the Urganization~

Mr. ~ (India) spoke on behalf of one of the eastern countries in jciining

all to pay tribute to the work done for the Organization by Dr. Davies.

India

realized how much was owed to him for his numerous accomplishments in a period
spanning oVer- two decodes.

At the some time he extended his sincere congratulations

to Dr. WHn-Nielsen on his new assignment.

He was absolutely certain that un-der

his leadership and with his enthusiasm the Organization would grow from strength to
strength in the

yea~s

to come.

He felt confident that the spirit of harmony-and

graciousness evident at that meeting would continue in the best traditions of WMO.

FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

81

Mr. Berridge (Guyana) thanked Dr. Davies for a task -very well done and

assured him it was deeply appreciated by all.

He expressed the support of all to

the Secretary-General elect and wished him all success.
Mr. Izrael (U.S.S.R.) stated that from the past work of the Organization
the spirit of co-operation was what he valued most.
that all would depend in the future.
to maintain and develop it.
carried out,
scientist.

It was on that same spirit

Dr. Davies had done everything in his power

All were grateful for the tremendous work that he had

He also congratulated Dr. Wiin-Nielsen whom he knew as an outstanding
He hoped the spirit of co-operation would continue to grow.

Mr. He Tong Yuen (Malaysia) wished to associate himself with the previous
speakers and, knowing of the great achievements of Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, in particular
in the academic field, felt sure the Organization would be in good hands.

From his

association with Dr. Davies he knew him to be very efficient and impartial and
extremely effective in the implementation of the many programmes of the Organization.
Mr" Harb (Egypt) presented his warm congratulations to Dr. Wiin-Nielsen and
his thanks to Dr. Davies for all the services that he had rendered in the field of
meteorology during the past twenty-four years as a result of which WMO had become
foremost among international organizations.

He assured Dr. Davies that the great

services he had rendered would not be forgotten and hoped that Dr. Wiin-Nielsen
would take the same
Mr.

~

~ath

as Dro Davies so that all goals would be realized.

(United Kingdom), speaking on behalf of the Government of the

United Kingdom, expressed his appreciation to the previous speakers for their kind
words about the work of Dr. Davies as Secretary-General of WMO, over such a long
period o

His country was

pa~ticularly

proud of his fine record.

He was well

acquainted with Dr. Wiin-Nielsen as head of the European Centre for Medium-range
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Weather Forecasts, as they had worked closely together to create that new
institution.

He was sure that Dr. Wiin-Nielsen would be an extremely strong and

energetic leader.

He pointed out that his new assignment would mean a great loss

to the European Centre, which hod not yet become fully operational.

Mr. Rahmatullah (Pakistan) congratulated Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, who was known as
one of the most prominent scientists in the world meteorological community.

The

outstanding contribution of Oro Davies to the Organization and to the furtherance
of meteorology in developing countries would long be remembered.
Mr. Stanchev (Bulgaria) thanked Dr. Davies, on behalf of those countries
which sometimes gave and sometimes received assistance, for all he had done for the
development of meteorology.

He hoped that the development would continue under the

new Secretory-General and that a fresh impetus would be given to the work of WMO
for all its Members.
Mr. Wu Xueyi (China) said that the meeting would be an unforgettable one and
congratulated the Secretary-General elect.
continue in the years to come.

He hoped that good co-operation would

He expressed profound admiration for Oro Davies,

thanking him for his contribution over the past 24 years.
Mr. Lingelbach (Germany, Federal Republic of) said that the gratitude and
admiration for Dr. Davies was not only felt on that day but had been felt over all
the 24 years of his office.

He mentioned that he had had disputes with Dr. Wiin-Nielsen

over the programme and budget of the European Centre for Medium-range Weather Forecasts for some years and thought they might continue now over the programme and budget
of WMO.

He wished Dr. Wi in-Nielsen every success.
Mr. Al-Romaih (Saudi Arabia) thanked Dr. Davies for his great work for the

Organization and its Member States over 24 years.

His visit to Saudi Arabia had
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had a profound impact on those with whom he came into contact, leading them to
consolidate their support for several WMO research programmes.

He congratulated

Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, wishing him every success.
Mr. Murithi (Kenya) said that Kenya recognized the work of Dr. Davies
perhaps more than most since before becoming Secretary-General of WMO, he had set
up the Kenyan Meteorological Service which had continued to develop since.

He

noted that whilst Dr. Wi in-Nielsen had spent much time in meteorological research
and development, he (Mr. Murithi) like most directors from developing countries was
mostly concerned with applications.

He therefore looked forward to -seeing

Dr. Wiin-Nielsen's research capabilities put into application in the work of WMO.
If so desired, Dr. Wiin-Nielsen could visit Kenya to see the achievements of a
developing country.

He wished him well in his new appointment.

Mr. Czelnai (Hungary) was grateful to Dr. Davies for helping small countries
and for his services to meteorology.

He wished Dr. Wi in-Nielsen success in his new

task.
Mr. AI-Harmi (Oman) thanked Dr. Davies for all the services he had rendered
especially to developing countries.

He wished success to Dr. Wiin-Nielsen.

Mr. ~ (Japan) thanked Dr. Davies and congratulated Dr. Wiin-Nielsen.
Mro AI-Yagout (Kuwait) thanked ~r. Davies for his great achievements for the
Organization.

He congratulated Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, whom he knew as a great scientist

Q

Mr. Godson- (Canada), speaking as representative of Canada and of the IUGG,
congratulated Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, with whom Canada and IUGG looked forward to fruitful
collaboration.

He paid tribute to Dr. Davies, with whom he had been associated for

as long as he had been the Secretary-General, as the IUGG Liaison Officer with WMO
and through the Commissian for Atmospheric Sciences.
to his contribution to science and research.

He wished to pay public tribute

FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

84
Mre

Kostoft

(Denmark) speaking on behalf of the Government of Denmark,

associated himself with the original motion of France and with all the expressions
of gratitude to Dr. Davies.

He had known- Dr. Davies since 1955 when he was a young

member of the Diplomatic Corps in Geneva and he had personally been very aware of the
growth of the Organization during the 24 years of Dr. Davies 1 leadership.

He thanked

all delegates for the way Dr. Wiin-Nielsen hod been received and reminded them of the
policy of the D_onish Government wi th regard to assistance to the developing countries.

He felt sure that Dr. Wiin-Nielsen was aware of that policy and had also taken note,
from the statements of various delegations, of the importance of assisting those
countries for the work of hMO.

He congratulated him warmly on his election.

The President then said that not only did he fully agree with all that had
been said by the various speaKers about the great work done by Dr. Davies for the
Organization, but he was also deeply touched to see that his outstanding services
were so widely_appreciated.

As President he was personally aware of his tremendous

contribution to the achievements of WVlO and he would have more to say about this at
a later stage.

He was very happy that the original proposal af the delegate of

France that Congress should unanimously place on record its appreciation of the
great work of Dr. Davies was so clearly approved by the wards of the many subsequent
speakers.

He congratulated warmly Dr. Wiin-Nielsen and wished him every success.

He expressed the hope that all Members would collaborate with him in his new task.
The meeting rose at 6.15

p~m.
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MINUTES OF THE FIFTH PLENARY MEETING
11 May 1979 at 2.30 p.m.
The Meeting-was called to order at 2.30 p.m.
12.

Revision of the Staff Regulations (Agenda item 10.1)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 3)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) presented the report contained in

Document Cg-VIII/PINK 3.
There being no comments, COngress approved the text contained in the oppen-

dix to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 3 for inclusion in the general summary.
13.

Revision of the General Re ulations:

The use of Arahic as an officiol
Agenda items 11.3 and 11.2

7a~n~d~w~a~r~ks;~n~g~1~a~n~~~u~a~g~e~o~f~t~h~e~O~r~9~a~n=iz~a~t~,~'o~n"

(Cg-VIII/PINK 7)

Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) presented the report contained in
Document Cg-VIII/PINK 7.

He drew attention to draft Resolution 11.3/1 (Cg-VIII)

contained in Appendix B of the document, proposing amendments to General Regulations
112, 113, 115 and 116.
Mr. Abandah (Jordan) proposed that, in sub-paragraph (2) under NOTING, the
word "many" should be replaced by the specific number of Arabic-speaking Member
countries of the World Meteorological Organization.
The President said that it was not the normal practice to include specific
figures of that kind in resolutions.

Moreover, the point raised by the delegate of

Jordan was covered by paragraph 1 of Document Cg-VIII/PINK 7, which mentioned that
there were 22 Members of WMO that used the Arabic language.
There being no further comments. Congress adopted
draft Resolution 11.3/1 (eg_VIII) and the proposed amendments to the
General Regulations contained in the annex to that resolution.
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Congress also approved the text contained in Appendix A to

Document Ca-VIII/PINK 7 for inclusion in the general summary.
The President thanked, on behalf of the Arabic_speaking countries, all delegot ions for their favourable reception of the proposal

to

make Arabic an official

and working language of the Organization.
the General Re ulations: Amendments to General Re ulations
and elections durin sessions Agenda item 11.2)

14.

Mr. Linaelbach (chairman of Committee A) presented the report contained in
Document Cg-VIII/PINK 5.

He drew attention to draft Resolution 11.2/1 Ceg-VIII) con-

tained in Appendix B of the document proposing amendments to General Regulations 60,

80, 85 and 92.
Since further revisions of the General Regulations were to be made. he pr?posed that, as an editorial amendment, the second part of the title under paragraph 11 • .2 of the text for inclusion in the general summary - "Regulations related to
voting and elections during sessions" - should be de1et-ed.
It was so agreed.
The President recalled that the new proposed procedure for counting votes in
the presence of the constituent body immediately following the vote had already been
followed at a previous meeting, without prejudice to Congress's final decision.
He also proposed thot the second operative paragraph of draft Resolution 11.2/1 (Cg-VIII) should be completed by the insertion of the date of 10 May, since
he believed that it was the intention of Congress that the new procedure should come
into force immediately ofter the adoption of the resolution.
It was so decided.
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There being no further comments. Congress adopted draft

Resolution 11.2/1 (Ca-VIII),

as

completed with the insertion of the date of entry

into force and the amendments to the General Regulations contained in the annex to
that resolution.

It also approved the text for inclusion in the general summary, as

amended with the deletion of the second part of the heading.
15.

Questions concernin
Agenda item 11.1

Amendment to Article 13 c

Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) presented the report contained in
Document Cg-VllIjPINK 6, drawing particular attention to paragraph 4, in which it was
stated thot, owing to the impossibility of reaching a consensus on the matter in the
Committee, and in view of the need for a two-thirds majority of all WMO Member States
for effecting a change in the Convention, Committee A hod adopted the rather unusual
procedure of proposing a draft resolution to plenary to enable it to toke the required
vote.

The draft resolution contained an amended version of Article l3(c) in which

two figures had been changed:

the word "fourteen" in the introductory passage of

paragraph (c) and in its sub-paragraph (ii) had been replaced by the word "twentyl';
and the word "two" in the first line of sub-paragraph (ii) had been replaced by the
word "three".
Mr. Jama (Somalia) proposed that the procedure specified in General Regulotion 101 should be applied and that separate votes should be taken on the two
amendments to be made to Article 13(c) of the Convention, namely the proposed increase
in the number of members of the Executive Committee and the proposed increase in the
minimum number of members in each Region.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) supported the proposal by the
delegate of Somalia.
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Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) opposed the Somali proposal.

He said that the

original French proposal to increase the number of members of the Executive Committee
from 14 to 19 had already been accepted in principle with the cnonge of the latter
figure to 20.

The draft resolution could only be accepted as a whole and as it stood

in Document Cg_VllljPINK 6, otherwise misunderstandings and ambiguities might arise
in the future.
The President ruled that as provided for in Regulation 101 permission to
speak on the proposal for separate votes made by the delegate of Somalia could only
be given to two speakers in favour of and two speakers against that proposal.

Mr. Mason (United Kingdom) also expressed views against the Somali proposal.
In his opinion the proposed total number of members was indissolubly connected with
the proposed maximum and minimum numbers from eoch Region and a separate vote might
lead to incompatible figures.
Mr. ~ (France) soia that, in view of the rule that Congress could
consider only proposed amendments to the Convention that had been submitted six
months before the opening of Congress, it could now only consider a draft resolution
that adhered to the spirit of the original French proposal.

He favoured the Somali

proposal that the- draft resolution should be considered in two separate parts.
The President proposed that a roll-call vote should he taken on the Somali
proposal.
Mr. B6hme (German Democratic Republic), se-conded by Mr. Tuvdendorj (Mongolia),
proposed that the votes concerning amendments to Article 13 of the Convention should
be taken by secret ballot.
The President said that, under General Regulation 59, the vote must now be
taken by secret ballot.

Since the vote was on a point of procedure and not on

0
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question of substance, the delegates of Member Territories were also entitled to

vote.
The President invited the delegates of Denmark and India to act as tellers.
The result of the vote was as follows:
Total votes cast:

120

Votes for:

68

Votes against:

47

Abstentions:

5

The proposal to consider separately the two amendments proposed to
Article 13(c) of the Convention and in accordance with General Regulation 101 was
accordingly adopted.
The President, following the procedure decided, proposed that the proposed
amendment to Article 13(c) of the Convention, namely, the increase in the number of
elected members -of the Executive Committee from 14 to 20, be considered first.

The President then said that he had been assured by the Deputy
Secretary-General that delegations of more than 95 Member States were present in the
meeting and, therefore, in order to save the time of Congress, he would like to ask
the delegations if any of them had any objection to the proposed increase in the
number of elected members from 14 to 20.
There being no objections, the President declared that the proposal
was approved.
The President then proposed to bIke up the second -part of the proposed
amendments, namely the proposed increase in the minimum number of members from each
Region.
Mr. ~ (Jordan), supported by Mr. Gbeckor-Kove (Ghana), proposed that
the minimum of "not less than two members" be maintained, and not to have that
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number increased to three as proposed under DECIDES (1) of draft Resolution 11.1/1

(Cg-VIII) •
Mr. Stonchev (Bulgaria) also supported the proposal by the delegate of
Jordan, on the ground that the proposed increase would mean widely different percentage figures for the minimum number of members for different Regions.

Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) proposed that the Executive Committee be
composed of a minimum of three delegates per Regional Association.

Mr. Izroel (U.S.S.R.), speaking on a point of order, asked whether two
separate votes were going to be taken, one for increasing the number of elected members

to 20 and the other for an increase in the minimum_ number for each Region to three.
The President replied that it was his understanding that it had already
been agreed that the number of elected members was to be increased to 20, and a new
vote was to be taken to decide on the minimum number of members from each Region.
He further explained that the Deputy Secretary-General had given him the assurance
that delegations of more than two-thirds of Member States were present in the meeting
and in the absence of any objection from any of them, the proposal for the increase
in the number of members had been approved.
Mr. ~ (U.S.S.R.) said that due to the time-lag normally to be expected
when listening to interpretation from one language into another, when he heard the
translation of the President's question to delegations if they had any objection,
the matter was already decided.
The President said that he had repeated twice the question of whether there
were any objections to increasing the number of elected members from 14 to 20.
Mr. Izrael (U.S.S.R.) thanked the President and said that while he was
fully satisfied at the way in which the President had dealt with the matter,
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unfortunately due to time lag in interpretation the President had announced the
decision of Congress in the matter before he could ask for the floor.
The President said that it was now clear that there had been a genuine misunderstanding and that he was accordingly prepared to go back and put again to
Congress the proposal to increase the number of elected members of the Executive
Committee from 14 to 20.
Mr. Tuvdendorj (Mongolia), supported by Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico),
proposed that the decision on the matter be made by secret ballot.
The delegates of

Den~ork

and India continued as tellers.

The result of the vote was as follows:
Total votes cast:

116

Votes for:

76

Votes against

35

Abstentions:

3

Not valid:

2

The President announced that as the required two-thirds of the Member
States, namely 95, had not voted in fava"ur, the proposal was not carried~
Mr. Mi ttner (France) stated that hod the proposal of the delegate of
Somalia been approved by Congress, it would have been against the spirit of the proposal of France which was:

if the number of elected members were to be increased

from 14 to 19, then the minimum number of members fr&m each Region should be increased from two to three.

Therefore, he proposed that no vote be taken on the

latter proposal, namely an increase from two to three of the minimum number from
each Region.

He pointed out that the original French proposal, of increasing the

number of elected members from 14 to 19, was still valid and he therefore requested
that a vote be taken on that proposal.

He also referred to Document Cg-VllljDoc. 13
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in which it was proposed that if such a figure foiled to be accepted by Congress,

the additional figures of 17 and 18 be voted upon.
The President said that it was time for the usual break for tea or coffee
and adjourned the

m~etin~

for 20 minutes.

The meetins was called to order at 5 p.m.

Mr. ~ (United Kingdom), speaking on the French proposal, noted that i t

was for the benefit of the Organization and of the Executive Committee to have that
body enlarged, not for regional advantages, but because of the rapidly increasing
The present Congress was planning mony new important

workload of the Committee.

tasks for the Committee such as the possible responsibility for the formulation of
the policy and the technical work of the Organization, and -the co-ordination of the
World Climate Programme.

He observed that in order to corry out these tasks, working

groups and sub-groups would have to be established during sessions and there were not
enough members for that purpose.
requirements and

cons~dering

He requested that, in view of those practical

the increased Membership of the Organization, the pro-

posal to increase to 19 the numqer of eleded members of the Executive Committee be
approved.
The President, after. being assured of the presence of delegations of more
than 95 Member States at the meeting, asked if there were any objections to the
proposal of the delegote of France.
Mr. ~ (German Democ~atic Republic) repeated his request that all votes
on amendments too Article 13(c) of the Convention be taken by secret ballot.
Mr. AI":,,Romaih (Saudi Ar_obia) proposed that, in order to save time, the vote
be taken by roll-call.
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Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) supported the proposal of the delegate of the

United Kingdom.

He added that during his participation in previous Executive

Committee sessions he had suffered the anxiety of not being able to respond to the
hopes of the Latin American Members who had elected him.

He was of the view that

three members per Region were not sufficient to cover all the obligations and demands
imposed on the members of the Executive Committee.

He asked Congress to agree to

the proposal for the benefit of all concerned, and in order that all delegations
might have time for reflection he asked that General Regulation 103 be applied and

the meeting be

odjourne~.

The President pointed out that the request of the delegate of Argentina
should be put to the vote immediately and proposed that this be done by a show of
hands.
Mr. Skrypnik (Ukrainian S.S.R.), referring to General Regulation 97,
requested that proposals for voting be taken up in the order they were received.
The President indicated that Regulation 103 had precedence over any other
and asked for an immediate vote on the proposal for adjournment by show of hands.
There being no objection to the proposal. the meeting was adjourned at
5.45 p.m. until a time to be announced later.
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MINUTES OF THE SIXTH PLENARY MEETING
14 Moy 1979 ot 3.00 p.m.
The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m.

16.

Fourth report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.5)

(Cg-VIII!PINK 11)
The President called upon Mr. Vuorela (chairman of the Credentials Committee)
to present his report.

Mr.

~

said that the credentials of the delegates of Uganda had been

examined by his committee and were in order.

The fourth report of the Credentials Committee (Cg-VIII/PINK 11) was approved.
17.

Questions concernin

the Convention (Agenda item 1101 continued)

(Cg-VIII PINK 6)
The President re-opened discussions on amendments to Article 13(c) of the
Convention.

He gave a brief resume of the discussions which had token place in the

fi fth plenary meeting which had been adjourned under Generql Regulation 103.

He

said that .two informal meetings of presidents and vice-presidents of regional
associations had taken place that morning and that ne understood that there was some
general agreement on the question of number of elected members on the new Executive
Committee from each Region.
Mr.

~

(president of RA VI) informed Congress of the outcome of the

discussions at the informal meeting.

He said that four Regions hod agreed that if

there should be a proposal to increase the number of elected members to 21, then
they considered that a vote on this should be taken by Congress in order to find out
the will of Congress on this question.
to be acceptable to five of the Regions.

On the other hand a figure of 19 would seem
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The President thanked the President of RA VI and said that any delegate
could propose, if he so wished, qn increase in the number of elected members to 21,
but only after the French proposal to increase the number to 19 had been dealt with.
Mr. Aquilar Anguiano (acting president of RA IV) referring to the informal
meetings l said that an increase in the number of elected members of the Executive
Commi ttee was considered necessary in view of the important work ahead in the next

four years.

He said that the French proposal of 19 was acceptable to RA IV and

possibly also to some Members of RA III but! at the same time, it

~as

considered that

the question of a minimum of three Members per Region should be considered.
proposed that

0

He

body be set up to study the struct.ure of the Executive Committee

taking into account aspects such as the number of Member-countries, their populations
and their contributions to the Organization.

He stated that, as far as Mexico was

concerned, the French proposal was acceptable.
Mr.

~

(acting president of RA III) supported the proposal of Mexico and

said that the minimum of three seats per Region should be linked to the increase of
the number of elected members of the Executive Committee to 19.
The President pointed out that, in accordance with General Regulation 101,
there could be separate voting on different issues, in this case on the total number
of elected seats and the minimum regional representation.
Mr. Mbele-Mbonq (vice-president of RA I) said that, although the informal
meeting had not reached a general agreement, it felt that for reasons of goodwill, 19
would be an acceptable increase as an interim measure.

He felt that the maximum as

well as the minimum regional representation should be taken together.
The President said that it had already been decided that the proposals for an
increase in the number of elected members of the Executive Committee and in the
minimum number of members from each Region should be voted upon separately in appli-
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cation of Regulation 101.

He announced that he would proceed with the vote on the

former question for which it had also been decided that the voting should be by
secret ballot.

He

reque~ted

the delegates of Australia and Poland to oct as tellers.

The President announced the result of the ballot:
Total votes cast

120

Votes in favour of proposal

98

Votes against proposal

19

Abste~tions

3

The President then announced that the necessary fwo-thirds majority having
been obtained, the proposal to amend Article 13(e} of the Convention with a view to
increasing the number of elected members of the Executive Committee from fourteen to
nineteen was adopted.
He then stated that the text of draft Resolution 11 .. 1/1 (Cg-VIII)- should

reflect this result.
The President tnen proposed to toke a vote 'on thot part-of draft Resolution
11.1/1 (Cg-VIII) whicn stated that the minimum number of_members from each Region

should be three.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentino) .said that before taking a vote- tie wished to appeal
to delegates to face the new situation of the substantially increased membership of
tne Executive Committee.
~,

He stressed the necessity of accepting the French proposal

i.e. also a minimum of three members per Region, as otherwise tensions might

be created which would lead to unforeseen results.

He supported the establishment of

a subcommittee to study the structure' of the Executive Committee and to ensure adequate regional distribution of elected members.

He felt that any other solution

would not solve the whole problem and could lead to complications.
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Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) supported this proposal and
pointed out that the study should

incl~de

not only the minimum number considered

desirable for each Region but also the maximum.

He said that it should be left to

the subcommittee to report to the Ninth Congress.
The President- suggested that the delegotes of Argentina and Cameroon should
submit a written proposal to the next plenary meeting on the structure and distribution of seats for each Region.
Mr. Cressman (U.S .A.) agreed that a study on the structure of the Organization

would be useful.

He pointed out that, at present, delegotes did not know enough to

decide on a minimum of two or three for each Region.

He said that some Regions were

more populated than others and a vote for a minimum of two per Region, especially when
this vote referred to a Region other thon one's own, would not be statesman-like.
Mr. Mason (United Kingdom) said that it was overwhelmingly clear that there
was much to be said for the increase in the membership of the Executive Committee
which Congress had just approved;

it was in the interest of the whole Organization

because it would better enable the Executive Committee to carry out its tasks.

He

felt that the question of minimum number of seats for each Region was a highly
emotional issue and he hoped that the outcome would have no effect on the total
number.

He felt that the plenary meeting should be suspended ot that stage before

deciding on the minimum number.

He hoped trlot it would be possible to rEiocn agreement,

not purely in terms of regional interest, but also in the interest of the Organization.
He suggested that the Executive Committee might be the appropriate body to consider,
in due time and in a measured way, the redistribution of seats.

He felt that, even if

a vote were taken at that stage, the result might not be in the best interests of the
Organization.

He said that the question of the minimum of two or three seats was
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linked to the maximum number and pointed out that the maximum could not be discussed
at this Congress since six months' nofice of the proposal had not been given.

He

suggested postponing consideration of the maximum number and confining agreement at
this Congress to the minimum distribution of seats between the Regions without necessarily making a decision which would involve future commitments.

Mr. Aboyomi (Nigeria) expressed satisfaction at the decision to increase the
number of elected members of the Executive Committee to 19.

He felt that, at that

stage, too much emphasis should not be placed on the minimum distribution and that,
when deciding on distribution, the Regions should take into account that some
countries could not be excluded for various reasons.

He thought that agreement on

this issue might be reached in a friendly and mature fashion without having to
resort to a vote.
The President suspended the meeting for half an hour to allow for further
consultations among regional associations ..
The meeting resumed at 5.00 p.m.
Mr. Abayomi (pres i-dent of RA I) who had been chairman of the informal meeting

of presidents of regional associations which had taken place during the break in the
plenary, announced that there had been unanimous agreement among the presidents of
the ri!gional associations on the distribution ,o.f seat,s on the Executive

Committe~

taking_ in-to account that Congress had increased ,the total number of members of the
Executive COlMlittee to 29.

He added that names of candidate,s would be submitted to

the Nomination Committee the next day.
The President thanked the presidents of the regional associations for their
unanimous decision and stated that it had facilitated the work of the session.

He

said that the names of candidates did not concern the plenary meeting at that stage
and in the light of the information given by the president of RA I it was not
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necessary to take a vote on the proposed minimum of three members for each Region,
this number being therefore left at two as at present, on the understanding that a
subcommittee or working group at the level of the Executive Committee would be
established to study the structure of the Executive Committee and report to the
Executive Committee for eventual submission to Ninth Congress.
The President then announced the following consequential amendments to be made
to the draft Resolution 11.1/1 (eg-VIII) contained in the appendix to Document

Cg-VIII/PINK 6:
Under DECIDES

(1) (c) change "twenty" to "nineteen".

Under DECIDES

(1) (c) (ii) first line, change "three" to "two"

fourth line, change "twenty" to "nineteen".
Under DECIDES : (2) insert date, i.e. 14 May 1979.
The President stated that as he was assured by the Secretariat that there were
delegations from more than 95 Member States present at the meeting, the draft resolution

QS

amended could be taken as approved.
It was so aqreed.
Miss Martin-Sane (France) said that her delegation wished to clarify a point

for the future and asked that her intervention

be

included

in

the minutes.

In

her delegation's view, any amendment to the Convention which had obtained the constitutional majority required under Article 28 (c) of the Convention came into force as
soon as that majority was obtained;

the approval given by two-thirds of the Members

which were States could not be overthrown by a new vote on the amendments as a whole,
if several of them had been adopted by separate votes.

In other words, Regulation

101 was not applicable in the present case.
The President then gave the floor to the delegate of Uganda who was present
for the first time at a plenary meeting.
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Mr. Byarugaba (Uganda) made the following statement for inclusion in the
minutes:
"Mr. President, the Secretory-General of WMO, honourable delegates:

"The Uganda Delegation to the Eighth World Meteorological Congress is greatly
honoured to bring to you greetings from the Government and people of Uganda.
"Mr.

President~

"As a result of the extreme difficulties we are currently facing at home, we

arrived late for this conference.

But the fact that the Government of Uganda decided

to be represented in the midst of all these difficulties, clearly shows the high priority it attaches to meteorology.
"We have notea the important decisions which Congress has taken before our

arrival.

These decisions affect the various programmes and management of the

Organization, in particular, the election of Dr. WHn-Nielsen of Denmark as SecretaryGeneral for the eighth financial period.
appointment to this high office.

We congratulate Dr. WHn-Nielsen upon his

Dr. Wiin-Nielsen is a well-known scientist and we

are confident that he will conduct the affairs of the Organization ably.
every success.

We wish him

We also wish to express our appreciation of the outstanding service

which Dr. D-..A. Davies of the United Kingdom has rendered to the WMO for a quarter of
a century since he relinquished the post of Director, East African Meteorological
Department.

We hope that the Organization will be able to withstand the simultaneous

loss of the outgoing Secretary-General and yourself, Mr. President, a situation which
arises from a
If

deci~ion

of Congress and Regulation 11 of the General Regulations.

Mr. President:

"We are all aware that meteorology is not merely an academic science but an
applied science for the benefit of all mankind.

However, we cannot achieve our aims

and objectives if we attempt to apply this science under an atmosphere of terror.
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Permit us, therefore to convey the deepest and most sincere appreciation which the
Government, led by His Excellency, Professor Yusuf Kironde Lule, and all the people
of Uganda wish to express to all those who have materially, morally or otherwise
assisted in the Liberation of Uganda from eight long years of tyrannical rule by Amin.
We wish to assure this august body and the world at large that the people of Uganda
intend to jealously guard our newly-won peace, liberty and freedom.
"The victory of the Uganda National Liberation Front and our allies marks the

beginning of a new era of reconstruction and rehabilitation.

While the Ugandan people

ore fully resolved to work towards achieving this goal, we initially lack the means to
do so.

We therefore appeal to all friendly and peace-loving nations of the world to

stand by us at this moment of great need by extending assistance to all sectors of
Uganda's economy through bilateral, multilateral and international channels.
"During the past eight years of misrule, meteorology, like all other sectors
of Uganda's economy, was not accorded the priority it deserves.

This fact, the col-

lapse of the East African Community to which dictator Amin contributed, and the inevitable losses incurred during the liberation war! have led to the total destruction
of the infrastructure of our national meteorological service.

Therefore, for Members

of this Organization in particular, we wish to request that, for a start, you urgently
and favourably consider the VAP requests which the Secretary-General of the WMO has
circulated for Uganda.

We wish to assure all our potential donors that we have the

will to work towards reconstructing our national meteorological service which, as we

all know, is a

prerequisite to the economic development of our country on one hand,

and international collaboration in meteorology on the other.
"As you know, Mr. President, we have been trying our level best to participate
actively in all appropriate programmes of this Organization such as the FGGE, but we
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now find ourselves in a situation where we are unable to continue doing so.

In this

connexion, we make an urgent and particular appeal to this Organization to play a
leading and central role in assisting us to re-establish our national Meteorological
Service.

"Thank you, Mr. President."

The President thanked Mr. Byarugaba for his address and especially for his
kind_remarks about the Secretory-General elect, the present Secretary-General and
himself.

He said that it was very encouraging that, in spite of difficulties,

Uganda was still trying to play its full role in the advancement of meteorology in
that part of the world.
The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
17 May 1979 at 3.00 p.m.
The President of WMO opened the meeting at 3.00 p.m.
Before commencing with the items on the order of business, the President
announced the presence of Mr. Abbas Ordoobadi,

A~sistant

President, General Affairs

Department, International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), who had come
from Rome to address the Congress.

The President said that IFAD was a new organiza-

tion assisting in agricultural development.

Agriculture being very dependent on

weather and climate, he expressed his hope for a fruitful collaboration wi fh this

Organization and gave the floor to Mr. Ordoobadi.
Mr. Ordoobadi made the following statement:

"Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen:
"It is a great privilege for the International Fund -for Agricultural Development to be present at the Eighth Congress of the World Meteorological
Organization.

This is the first time that we are able to participate in your

proceedings since the International Fund far Agricultural Development was
formally established, in December 1977, as a
United Nations system.

speciali~ed

agency in the

The President of IFAD, Mr. Abdelmuhsin M. AI-Sudeary,

has asked me to convey to you his own personal greetings and his warm wishes
for the success of your Congress.
"Mr. Chairman:
"I-t is now almost five years since the World Food Conference met in Rome in
the midst of a global food crisis.

While the recent improvements in global

food stock levels have removed the food problem from newspaper headlines p
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those of us who are familiar with the food situation in most developing countries know full well that the real problems of hunger, malnutrition and poverty
continue to persist.

The establishment of IFAD represents significant progress

in increasing the flow of external resources for agricultural development in
the developing countries, and provides grounds for hope that the combined
efforts of our Organizations, together witn those of other institutions, will
substantially improve the agricultural and economic prospects of the developing
countries.
"The rate of gro\oJth in food production in the developing countries is still

grossly inadequate and this is a disturbing sign.
"In many countries, agricultural output during the 1970s has been increasing
at an annual rate of only about 2 per cent which is for below the target of
4 per cent established for the decade in the International Development
Strategy.

In fifty-eight developing countries - where nearly half the

population of the developing world lives - the_ growth in food production,
according to a recent FAO report, has not even been keeping pace with population growth.

In Africa, for example, per capita food output has declined by

10 per cent.
"No one with any understanding of the hardships being experienced by hundreds
of millions of the rural poor in their daily struggle for existence can
remain indifferent to the alarming implications of the stotistics I have just
cited and to the need for vigorous corrective actions at both the national
and international level.
"But beyond these justified .social and humanitarian concerns there are also
important economic considerations which make it urgerit to reverse- these
current trends as quickly as possible.

In many developing countries, for
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example, chronic shortfalls in food production have made it necessary to
divert badly-needed foreign exchange resources from investments in important
sectors of production - including, ironically, the agricultural sector - into

financing food imports for current consumption.

Such imports have increased

from a level of 30 million tons ten years ago to a current level of 70 million
tons.
"Thus, the developing countries' overall efforts to achieve real and

sustained economic growth in line with the goals of the New International
Economic Order - which is a vital prerequisite in building a more just and
stable world order - is also being significantly retarded as a result of
the lack of progress in raising food production to more adequate levels.
"Mr. Chairman:
"In IFAD's view, there are two separate but interrelated aspects to the world
food problem - both of which must be addressed simultaneously,

The first of

these is the recurrent threat of famine and food shortage which arises from
year to year and which is due to fluctuations in production and the consequent
sudden changes in food prices and supplies.

The second aspect relates to the

chronic hunger and malnutrition of a large segment of the world's population estimated at 450 million to 600 million people - living in the developing regions of Asia, Africa and Latin America.
"It is generally recognized that tl1e long-term solution to both of Hese
problems can come only through increased production and improved distribution
oT food by and within the developing countries themselves.

The main burden

for finding solutions to such problems, therefore, rests with the developing
countries.

Clearly, they will need to redouble their efforts in mobilizing

their own international resources, including in particular the greatly under-
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utilized humon resources represented by their rural populations, and will
also need to orient their economic policies as much as possible toward
promoting rural development.
"The role of the international community through the provision of the neces-

sary external resources for agricultural development and through positive

actions in the many related fields such as meteorology, with which WMO has
been concerned for so many years, will also be vitally important.
"Permit me now, Mr. Chairman, to provide some information concerning IFAD
which may be of interest to the members of the Congress.
"The Fund began operations in December 1977 as a new specialized agency of

the United Nations, with initial resources of slightly more than one billion
United States dollars.

The structure of our organization is unique among

international financial institutions in that the voting rights in the Fund
are divided equally between developed countries, oil-producing developing
countries and other developing countries who comprise our membership.

This

structure assures a substantial representation for developing countries, and
is widely regarded as providing an appropriate reflection of the objectives
of the Declaration and Programme of Action of the New International Economic
Order.

With the admission of twelve new Member States at the second session

of our Governing Council last December, IFAO's membership now stands at one
hundred and twenty five.
"IFAD's basic objective is to assist developing countries to increase their
food and agricultural production and, more generally, to contribute to the
alleviation of rural poverty through increasing employment and income
opportunities and improving the nutritional conditions of the poorer segments
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of the population of developing countries.
"Under the Fund'

5

Lending Policies and Cri teria, IFAD can provide financial

assistance to its developing Member States in the form of loans on highly
concessionel, intermediate or ordinary termsj

or as grants, the latter being

limited in amount to one-eighth of the annual volume of lending.
"The highly concessionel loans, which will cansU tute the bulk of our lending

operations and which will be mode available primarily to the lower income
countries, carry a one per cent service charge and a maturity of fifty years.
Loans on intermediate terms carry four per cent interest and have a twentyyear maturity, including a grace period of five years.

The interest rate on

ordinary loans is eight per cent with eighteen years' maturity, including a
grace period of three years.
"It has become increasingly evident over the years that, unfortunately, the
poorest population groups have drawn little or no benefit in the past from
external investments in agriculture since such investments have been concentrated mainly on the larger construction projects, without much concern for
the social, cultural and institutional factors that are so clearly essential
for development at the gross root level.

With a basic mandate to heip

improve the overall living standards of the rural poor - and particularly
their nutritional status - IFAD will try to gear its support to activities
which seek to link food production

pro~rammes

and rural development objectives.

Our Lending Policies and Criteria provide

directly to these nutritional

sufficient flexibility for financing a substantial portion of local costs
where this may be necessary to achieve these objectives and for adopting
innovative programming.approaches in appropriate circumstances.
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"We also intend to give high priority to strengthening local institutional

and technical capacities for designing and carrying out rural development
programmes and projects.
"Finally, I stress IFAD' 5 strong support for Technical Co-operation among
Developing Countries (TCOC) and the objective of promoting increased

co-operation and self-reliance among developing countries.

IFAD will be

keeping these objectives closely in vfew in the course of conducting its own
operations, and will also seek, more generally, to promote greater economic

co-operation among developing countries - particularly between food exporting
and food deficit countries.

"In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, permit me to make some brief observations
about IFAD's specific accomplishments during 1978 and about our current plans
and prospects.
"Our first projects were approved in- April of last year - less than four
months after the Fund's establishment.

By the end of 1978, our Executive

Board had approved a total of ten projects, representing commitments of
about 120 million dollars.

Each of these initial projects was co-financed

with the World Bank or with the Regional Development Banks in Africa, Asia
or Latin America, with whom we have concluded co-operation agreements.

IFAD

also has co-operation agreements with the FAD, ILO, UNDP and the Islamic
Develbpment Bank and has received excellent support from these institutions for which we are most grateful.

Of course, we look forward to co-operating

with WHO in appropriate cases and vhen feasible.
"In addition to approving projects for Bangladesh, Cape Verde, Ecuador,
Guyana, Haiti, Nepal, Philippines, Tanzania, Thailand and Sri Lanka, the
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Fund also sent identification missions to sixteen other developing countries
during 1978.
"IFAD' 5 Programme of Work for 1979 calls for the commitment of 375 million

US dollars.

We will need to have approximately thirty projects ready for

approval by the end of this year to reach this target figure.

About twenty

of these will be co-financed and approximately ten will be projects initiated
by the Fund itself.

In addition, we plan to send identification missions to

twenty-five more developing countries this year.
"Thus, if our plans for 1979 are fully realized, IFAD will have been able to
commi t about 500 million

US

dollars - representing half of its initial

resources - during the first two years of its existence, and will have also
developed by the end of the year a substantial pipeline of projects for
subsequent financing.
"May I conclude by reiterating how much IrAD looks forward to the possibility
of expanding its co-operation with the World Meteorological Organization in
the coming years.
"Thank you Mr. Chairman."
The President expressed his thanks on behal f of Congress to Mr. Ordoobadi
for his encouraging statement and declared that WMO would do its utmost to ensure
full co-operation with IFAD.
18.

Election of the President and the Vice-Presidents of the Organization

(Agenda item 12.1) (Cg-VIII/PINKS 16 and 17)
The President then turned to the election of the President of the Organization
and called upon Mr. Ho (chairman of the Nomination Committee) to present his report
to Congress.
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Mr. Ho presented Document Cg-VIII/PINK 16 which contained only one candidate

for the office of the President and presented immediately afterwards Document

Cg-VllljPINK 17 which contained one candidate for each of the three offices of First
Vice-President, Second Vice-President and Third Vice-President.
Referring to Cg-VIII/PINK 16, the President inquired, in accordance with
General Regulation 79, whether there were any further nominations from the floor for
office of the President.

There being none, he noted that, in accordance with Regula-

tion 80, when there was only one candidate, he should be elected without a ballot.
The President therefore declared Mr. Kintanar elected President of the
Organization and offered him his sincere congratulations.
Mr. Kintonor (Philippines) then made the following speech.
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, di$-tinguished colleagues,
ladies and gentlemen:
"I cannot find appropriate words to express my deep appreciation for the
wholehearted support you have extended to me on my candidature for the
Presidency of the World Meteorological Organization.

Indeed, -it is a great

honour for me, and my country (the Philippines) to have been elected to this
high post.

For your trust and confidence that this election implies I am

deeply grateful.

"I am aware of the tremendous responsibilities and tasks incumbent upon the
President of the Organization.

Th.ese responsibilities. I· shall never take

lightly and the tasks I shall always endeavour to perform to the best of my
abili ty.
"I sholl not attempt to define my programme of action during the course of
my Presidency, because you yourselves, during this Congress are putting

SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
together the programme of action.

111

However, I shall only ask for your whole-

hearted support and co-operation in order that all of us together will be
able to carry out the mandate of Congress and protect the proud record of
achievements of our Organization.
"At this juncture, Mr. President, may I be allowed to introduce Mrs. Kintanar

and my children (who are in the gallery), and thank them for their unquestionihg understanding of my obligations which occasionally require my being away
from them.

They shall also be doing some service to the Organization, they

will be constant reminders to me, that what I shall do and what we all do in
this Organization, is not only for us but for our loved ones and all our
people in our various countries and their children who, because of our work,
may in some measure, be relieved of some of the occasional painful impositions
of our natural environment.
"Mr. President, again if you will allow me, I would like to extend advance
felicitations to the Executive Committee whose members we will elect tomorrow.
I resolve to work closely with them for the good of our Organization.
"Finally, Mr. President, permit me to express my deep appreciation to
Dr. Davies who has so ably led our Secretariat for the last 24 years and who
has given so much of himself to the Organization.
to work with him in the next few months and
experiences he has had in this Organization.

l~arn

I welcome the opportunity
from him the valuable

To you, Mr. President, whom I

have looked up to with the hi-ghest of respect/ my sincere thanks.
"To all of you my dear colleagues/ a humble expression of gratitude and
friendship I in the Philippine language, 'Salamat po ,a inyong lahat'."
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The President

thanke~

the President elect for his kind statement and said

that he felt sure that the Organization would be in very good hands during the coming
four years.

He wished Dr. Kintanor every success in his work.

The President then took up the question of the election of First, Second and
Third Vice-Presidents.

In accordance with General Regulation 82, a separate election

was required for each of the three offices.

Turning to the office of First Vice-

President, he said that Mr. Abayomi Was the only candidate proposed and he inquired

if there were any nominations from the floor.

No further nominations were presented

from the floor.

He then declared Mr. Abayomi elected First Vice President of the Organization
and offered him his congratulatio.ns.
Mr. Abayomi (Nigeria) then delivered the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, distinguished delegates:
"My country Nigeria and mysel f feel very highly honoured for my election as
First Vice-President of the World Meteorological Organization.
"I express my deep thanks to all Members of the Organization for my unanimous
election.

I wish to express my special graH tude to all members of RA I for

proposing me unanimously for election as First Vice-President.
five years I h,ave been President of RA I.

In the last

During this period, the meteorology

in the Region continued to develop and expand and I received full co-operation and support from all members in the Region.

In view of my election as

First Vice-President, the Vice-President of the Region, Dr. Mbele-Mbong, by
the Regulation, becomes the acting president of the Region.
in my mind that he will perform the duties
dedication and distinction.
however, continue.

o~

I hove no doubt

pre$ident of the Region with

My deep and abiding interest in my Region will,
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"Coming back to the Organization as a whole, I wish to express my deep

appreciation for the goodwill, encouragement, constructive advice and high
consideration which I have received from many members especially the older
and more experienced ones.

I thank President Taha t and Dr. Davies, the

Secretary-General, for their continued interest and best wishes for me and
also many senior members of the Secretariat who have been of great assistance
to me for many years.

I

shall aspire in my new position to do my best.

"I take this opportunity to congratulate Dr. Kintanar for his election to

the esteemed post of President of WMO.

I hope that he will continue with the

good works of his illustrious predecessors.

I wish also to congratulate in

advance Professor Izrael and Commodore Echeveste who should be elected as
Second and Third Vice-Presidents soon.
TIl hope that both the ex-offiCio and elected members will endeavour to work

as a good team in the Executive Committee together with the new SecretaryGeneral, Dr. Wi in-Nielsen, during the eighth financial period for the benefit
and furtherance of the science of meteorology.
Thank you Sir."
The President thanked Mr. Abayomi for his statement and wished him every
success.

He then turned to the question of election of the Second Vice-President.

He said that Mr. Izrael was the only candidate for the office and inquired if there
were any nominations from the floor.
There being none, the President declared Mr. Izrael elected Second
Vice-President of the Organization.
Mr. Izrael (U.S.S.R.) then marle the following speech:
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"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished

colleagues:
"I should like to assure you that this is a great honour to me to speak to

you in my capacity of your elected Second Vice-President of the World Meteorological
Organization.
"You recall that at the Seventh Congress I was also elected as the Second

Vice-President of the Organization.

Your decision today means a high appreciation

of my work in that post and I should like to thank you most heartily for this token
of confidence and trust in me.

You know, of course, that according to our tradition,

the Second Vice-President of the Organization presides over the meetings of the
Executive Committee where scientific and technological programmes are being discussed.

You know of course how speedily our technical and scientific programmes are

being developed.
"This Congress basically has already examined the World Climate Programme,
various projects aimed at improving weather forecasting, developing successfully the
Precipitation Enhancement Project, hydrology _projects and· projects related to the
improvement of the environment.

I feel the main task is to carryon with our scien-

tific and technical programmes, in such a way as to make them produce practical
results for the benefit of every country, both developed and developing countries.
Our scientific and technical programmes should be carried out in

su~h

a way that the

end result should give an improvement in our main task of improving the World
Weather Watch.
"I should like particularly to emphasize, dear colleagues, the excellent
spirit of co-operation and goodwill that prevails in this Organization.

I feel that

it is precisely thanks to it that we are in a position, with the means at our
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I think this spirit of co-operation

deserves our special attention and appreciation, and as one of your Vice-Presidents,
I promise you to do my very utmost in order to support and further develop this spirit
of co-operation and the activities of this Organization.
"To conclude, may I thank our distinguished President, Mr. Taha r for the
tremendous effort he has exerted and for the excellent results he has managed to

accomplish during the eight years of his work.

Once agoin my words of grotitude to

our distinguished Secretory-General, Dr. Davies, for all the work he has done and
under whose leadership this Organization has reached its present strong position.
I would like to wish those two gentlemen excellent health and every success in their
future work.

May I use this opportunity to congratulate my good friends, Mr. Kintanar

on being elected President of this Organization and Mr. Abayomi on being elected
First Vice-President and wish them every success in their work in these responsible
positions.

Thank you."

The President thanked Mr. Izrael for his kind words and wished him every
success.

He then turned to the question of election of the Third Vice-President of

the Organization, and said that Mr. Echeveste was the only candidate named.

The

President inquired if there were any nominations from the floor.
There being none, the President declared Mr. Echeveste elected
Third Vice-President of the Organization.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) then made the following speech:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, Mr. Vice-Presidents elect,
ladies and gentlemen, colleagues:
"At this time I would like to repeat what has been said four years ago when
I had the honour to take on the high responsibility of a Third Vice-President of
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our Organization.

At that time, if my memory is correct, in a few words I said that

I would like to thank each and all of you for the understanding that you showed in
forgetting my deficiencies.
"I cannot conclude with only this[ I think that I should explain to more

than 70 countries which, through diplomatic channels, have supported my candidature
as Third Vice_President.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is on the understanding, the

necessary organization, the friendships, the co-operation in the interest of world
progress in all its aspects, directed above all to scientific progress that I will
remain convinced of the importance of my responsibilities.

At the scientific level

these understandings should remain our overall objectives.

These objectives, all

of them, both scientific ond general can only be put into effect in an atmosphere of
peace, of concord, of mutual understanding and of real friendship.
"There was a great philosopher in the Spanish-speaking wo-rld who said that
Man is a product of himself and his circumstances.

Circumstances are not only those

of time, circumstances are als_o yourselves, who in one way or another are fighting
and helping me to increase my understanding and knowledge in my task.
that I

would_l~ke

It is for this

to thank personally Mr. Taha, President of WMO, Dr. Davies, the

Secretary-General of WHO, and all those who have supported me and made it possible
for me to do something for the Organizazion.
"I cannot conclude without congratulating Mr. Kintonar,
~r.

Mr~

Izrael and

Abayomi who, with their great gifts, have been placed at the head of our

Orgonizazion.

I hope I sholl be worthy of the hopes of aU of you.

Thank you."

The President thanked Mr. Echeveste for his statement and wished him
success.

He then announced that as a consequence of Mr. Abayomi being elected

First Vice-President, Regional Association I would consequently have, as
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Mr. Abayomi said earlier, a new acting president in Mr. Mbele-Mbong who ot the same
time became a member of the Executive Committee.

19.

Financial report by the Secretary-General (Agenda item 2.3)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 10)
The discussion on this agenda item was, at the suggestion of the
Secretory-General, postponed to a later time.
20.

Operational Hydrology Programme (Agenda item 3.5,1)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 12)
Mr. Abayomi (chairman of Committee B) introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 12.
The President first invited comments on Annex II to Appendix B, containing
Annex II to draft Resolution 3.5.1/1

Ceg-VIII).

Mr. Izrael (U.S.S.R.) proposed that at the end of paragraph 4 in Annex II
to draft Resolution 3.5.1/1 CCg-VIII) the words "on the notional level" should be
inserted after the words "water resources development".
The proposal was. accepted.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) felt that the first sentence
of paragraph 6 in Annex II was a bit restrictive and suggested its deletion.
The President asked for the opinion of the chairman of Committee B who
suggested that the existing text be retained as the question had been thoroughly
discussed in the Committee.
The President asked the delegate of the United Republic of Cameroon if he
accepted the suggestion of the chairman of Committee B.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) replied in the affirmative.
The President then invited comments on draft Resolution 3.5.1/1 (Cg-VIII).
Mr. Izrael (U.S.S.R.) proposed to add at the end of paragraph 4 of the
second preambular paragraph under "CONSIDERING II of draft Resolution 3.5.1/1 (Cg-VIII)
the words:

"on the national level".
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The proposal was accepted.
Mr. ~ (U.S.S.R.) further suggested that the text of the second operative paragraph of draft Resolution 3.5.1/1 (Cg-VIII) beginning with the word
"INVITES" be brought in line with the text in paragraph 6 of Annex II to the draft

resolution.
At the request of the President a text for this purpose was received from

Mr.

~

(U.S.S.R.).

In reply to the President, the chairman of Committee B, Mr. Abayomi,
expressed his agreement with the text which was as follows:
"INVITES Members to participate in the implementation of HOMS taking

into consideration existing notional structures and practices and in accordance
with paragraph 6 of Annex II of the resolution".

There being no objection, the text as proposed above was aareed to.
Draft Resolution 3.5.1/1 (Ca-VIII) and its Annexes I and II as contained
in Appendix B to Document Cg.VIII/PINK 12 were adopted as amended.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in Appendix A
to Document Ca-VIII/PINK 12. was adopted.
21.

7O~~~cr.~~~~~~~m~e~n~t_P~ro~~ro~m~m~ee (Agenda item 3.5.3)
Mr. Abayomi (chairman of Committee B) introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 14.
Draft Resolution 3.5.3/1 (Ca-VIII) contained in Appendix B and the draft

text. for inclusion in the general summary, contained in Appendix A of
Document Ca-VIII/PINK 14 were adopted.
Mr. Rubiato (Spain) declared that his delegation wonted the following statement included in the Minutes:

"Since the President has declared approved by consensus
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the texts of Documents PINK 12 and PINK 14 concerning Congress agenda items 3.5,
3,5.1 and 3.5.3, and in view of the paramount importance, both for the Organization
and for the Member countries, of the decisions contained in these texts, the Spanish
delegation requests it to be put on record that, although it is not formally opposed
to these decisions or to the procedure whereby they have been approved, it reserves
its position as regards their application."

22.

Antarctic (Agenda item 5.3)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 15)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced the report contained in

Document Cg-VIII/PINK 15.
Draft Resolution 5.3/1 (Cg_VIII) contained in Appendix 8 and the draft text
for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A of Document Cg-VIII/PINK 15
were adopted.
23.

Financial Re ulaHans (Agenda item 1002)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced the report to Congress

on agenda item 10.2.
Draft Resolution 10.2/1 (Cg-VIII) contained in Appendix B of
Document Cg-VIII!PINK 9 was adopted.
The ·President stated that he hod been informed by the Secretory-General
that the text of the annex to the resolution would be distributed to delegates before
their departure from Geneva at the end of Congress.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A
of Document ·Cg-VIII/PINK 9 was adopted.
The meeting rose at 4.35 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH PLENARY MEETING
18 May 1979 at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting was called to order at 2.30 p.m.
24.

Election of members of the Executive Committee (Agenda item 12.2)
(Cg_VIII/PINK 18; Cg-VIII/Doc. 103)
Mr. Ho (chairman of the Nomination Committee) introduced Document PINK 18

which contained a list of 22 candidates.

He then referred to Cg-VIII/D~c. 103 which

announced the withdrawal of Mr. K.I. Stantchev as a result of which the number of
candidates stood at 21.
The President then asked-

Regulation 79.

fOT

nominations from the floor in accordance with

There being none, he declared the list closed.

Mr. Ho {chairman of the Nomination Committee} addressing the Congress, said
that the President, Mr. Taha, had served WMO for many years and as President for two
terms.

In the latter capacity ne had served the Organization ably and unselfishly,

in a manner which commanded the respect and admiration of all.

Noting that the

President's term of office would end at the end of -Congress, Mr. Ho proposed in the
name of the Nomination Committee tha.t in recognition of his distinguished services and
as an expression, in a small

~ay,

of their gratitude to him, Mr. Taha be elected a

member of the Executive Committee by acclamotion.
Mr. Taha was thereupon elected member of the Executive Committee
by acclamation.
The President expressed his deep thanks to the chairman and members of the
Nomination Committee as well as to Congress for accepting the proposal of the Committee.
He recalled that at past Congresses he had said that he would be willing to serve the
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Organization in any capacity which Congress wished and he would like to repeat the
same words and to say that he was deeply appreciative of the expression of confidence
in him just shown by Congress.
The President then turned to the election procedure and explained that the
first stage was to bring the number of members of the Executive Committee up to the
prescribed minimum of two.

This requirement was satisfied for all Regions except

for Region II and Region IV, since for each of the other four Regions the presidents
of the Associations and the President or Vice-Presidents of the Organization were
already members of the Executive Committee.
Mr. AI-Sultan (president of Regional Association II) said that for the purpose of the first stage, four of the five candidates from Region II, namely,
Messrs. Dos, Kubota, Rahmatullah and de Silva, had requested that their names be
withdrawn, leaving Mr. Wu Xueyi as the sale candidate.

He added that the- four can-

didates would remain on the list for the second stage of the election t and expressed
his gratitude for the friendly co-operation shown by them.
The President thereupon declared Mr. Wu Xueyi elected as a member of the
Executive Committee.

He congratulated Mr. Wu Xueyi on his election and gave him the

floor.
Mr. Wu Xueyi (China) thanked all present and particularly the members of
RA II for the support he had received from them and their confidence in him.

He said

that he was aware of the responsibility of his new office and that he would do his
utmost for the promotion of meteorology on a world-wide basis and would co-operate with
all the newly elected officials of the Organization.
The President then turned to the question of electing a member from Region IV
and read out the names of the three candidates from the Region, namely, Messrs. Benton,
Berridge and Collin.
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Mr. ~ (U.S.A.) said thot if the rules so permitted he wished to withdraw
his name from the list of candidates for the first stage;

he wished't however, to

remain as a candidate for the second stage.

At the request of the President, the Secretory-General clarified that
Mr. Benton's withdrawal from the first stage would be in order;

if the names of the

two remaining candidates from Region IV were maintained, a vote would be needed.
The President then announced that a vote would be taken and he requested

the delegates of New Zealand and Finland to act as tellers.
The President announced the results of the vote as follows:
Number

~f

120

voting slips:

Blanks:

2

Invalid:

1

117

Valid:

17

HI;. Berridge

100

Mr. Collin

The President therefore declared Mr. Collin elected_member of the Executive
Committee and gave- him the floor.
Mr~ Collin (Canada) soid that he was relatively new to WHO and was over-

whelmed at being elected to the Executive Committee.
to his colleogue and valued friend Mr.

~enton

He was particularly grateful

for his mognaminous gesture.

Canada

would continue to support the aims of the Organization during the following four-year
period, and he personally would do everything possible to further its interests.
The President then said that the names of Messrs. Toho, Wu Xueyi and Collin
should be deleted from the list of candidates before proceeding to the second stage
of the election.
procedures.

He also requested the Secretary-General to explain the voting
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The Secretary-General described the essential features of the procedures as

contained in Document Cg-VIII/INF. 5 and read out the final list of candidates to
avoid any misunderstanding.

He reminded the delegates that on the voting slips only

the names of candidates for whom they wished to vote were to be entered,. the name of
each such candidate being shown in the appropriate section of the voting slip corres-

ponding to the WMO Region to which he belonged.

He added that the totol number of

names on the voting slip should not exceed 16 and that the maximum number of sects
per Region was as follows:
RA VI

RA I

4;

RA II

4;

RA III

2;

RA IV

2;

RA V

1;

5.

On the invitation of the President, the delegates of Austria and Thailand
acted as tellers, and in view of the complicated nature of the voting procedure,
the delegates of Ireland and Tanzania were requested to assist the tellers.
The President announced the result of the vote as follows:
Number of voting slips:

120

Blanks:

0

Invalid:

5

Valid:

115

Mr. Lingelbach

112

Mr. Zillman

112

Mr. Mittner

III

Mr. Kubota

109

Mr. Murithi

108

Mr. Dos

107

Mr. Gbeckor-Kove

105

Mr. Mason

100

Mr. Benton

98

Mr. Seck

98

Mr. Langlo

93
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Mr. Andrade
Mr. Kabakibo
Mr. Padilha Alves do Silva
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

91
87
80

Arias Pabon

70

Rahmatullah

69

Berridge

37

de Silva

28

The President stated that since the majority required for election was
58 votes and the number of candidates to be elected was 16, the first 16 names
mentioned were declared to be elected to the Executive Committee.

He congratulated

the newly-elected members and looked forward to working with them in the Executive
Committee.
25.

Status of im lementation of the World Weather Watch Plan and
monitorin~ of the operation Agenda item 3.1.1
Cg-VIII PINK 20) and
Future World Weather Watch Plan (Agenda item 3.1.2)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 20)
Mr. Abayomi (chairman of Committee 8) introduced Document Cg_VIIIjPINK 20
which he stD.ted pertained to both agenda items 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 and thus contained
information on the present and future World Weather Watch activities.

He indicated

the following minor editorial changes to the text contained in Appendix A which were
necessary:
parngrnph 3.1.2.2, 3rd line from the end, the words "enlarge and
clearly define" should read "enlarge and more clearly define"j
paragraph 3.1.2.11, 2nd line, the words "to carry out an
integrated system study" should read "for an integrated system study".
These amendments being duly noted, he submitted the document for consideration.
The President presented the document for discussion port by

~art

beginning

with draft Resolution 3.1.2/1 (Cg-VIII) - World Weather Watch - and its annex contained in Appendix B.
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There being no comments or remarks. draft Resolution 3.1.2/1 (Ca-VIII)
together with its annex was adopted.
The President then invited comments on the proposed draft text,
paragraphs 3.1.1.1 to 3.1.1.7.1, contained in Appendix A.

There being no comments or remarks! the draft text, paragraphs 3.1.1.1 to
3.1.1.7.1. was adopted for inclusion in the general summary.
The President then invited comments on the proposed draft text,
paragraphs 3.1.2.1 to 3.1.2.15, contained in Appendix A.
Mr. Mbele-Mbon9_ (United Republic of Cameroon) suggested the addition of the
words "the field phase of" in paragraph 3.1.2.12, second line, so thot the sentence

would read" •.. while many useful conclusions will be drown from the results of the
long-term post FGGE research, as the field phase of FGGE will end in
November 1979 ......
Mr. Abayomi (chairman of Committee B) considered the inclusion of the
additional words acceptable.
It was so agreed.
There being no further comments or remarks, the draft text of
paragraphs 3.1.2.1 to 3.1.2.15, as amended, was adopted for inclusion in the
general summary.
The President then invited comments on draft Resolution 3.1.2/2 (Cg_VIII) _
Improvement of the World Weather Watch - contained in Appendix C.
There being no comments or remarks, draft Resolution 3.1.2/2 (Cg VIII)
was adopted.
The President then invited comments on draft Resolution 3.1.2/3 (Cg_VIII) Units for Atmospheric Pressure Used in Operational and Research Work of WMO contained in Appendix D.
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There being no comments or remarks, draft Resolution 3.1.2/3 (eg-VIII)
was adopted.
26.

Tropical cyclones (Agenda item 3.1.3)

eeg-VIII/PINK 21)
Mr. Abayomi (chairman of Committee B) introduced the report as contained

in Document Cg-VIII/PINK 21 and announced the three following editorial amendments:
Appendix A, paragraph 3.1.3.4, in the 6th line, the word "global"
should be replaced by the word "general";
Appendix A, paragraph 3.1.3.13, the words "as -at present" at the

end of the paragraph should be deleted;
Appendix B, paragraph 15, itell! (f), the word "methods" should
be replaced by the word "networks".
The President then invited comments on draft Resolution 3.1.3/1 (Gg-VIII) -

Tropical Cyclone Programme - and its annex contained in Appendix B.
There being no comments or remarks, draft Resolution 3.1.3/1 (Cg-VIII)
together with its annex, as amended, was adopted.
The President then invited comments on draft Resolution 3.1.3/2 (Cg-VIII) Typhoon Operational Experim~nt (TOPEX) - contained in Appendix C.
There being no comments or remarks, draft Resolution 3.1.3/2 (eg-VIII)
was adopted.
The President then invited comments on the proposed draft text,
paragraphs 3.1.3.1 to 3.1.3.13, contained in Appendix A.
Mr. Rodriguez Nunez (Cuba) referred to the second sentence of paragraph 3.1.3.5 and proposed that an amendment be made to indicate that relevant
national legislations should be taken into consideration.
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The President sought the advice of the Secretary-General who suggested that
the words "in consul totion with Members concerned" be inserted in the sentence after
the words "international organizations".

It was so agreed.
There being no further comments or remarks, the draft text,
paragraphs 3.1.3.1 to 3.1.3.13, as amended. was adopted by Congress for inclusion
in the general summary.

27.

~~~~~~~~~~t~h~e~C~o~nv~e~n~t~i~o~n (Agenda item 11.1)

The President presented Document Cg-VIII/PINK 19, stating that the text of
the draft resolution given in Appendix 8 had already been adopted at a previous
plenary meeting while the draft text for the general summary contained in Appendix A
was bosed on the discussions at that plenary and was for the approval of Congress.
Mr. Bohme (German Democratic Republic) proposed an amendment to the text
of paragraph 11.1.2 which wauld allow Members the opportunity to comment in good time
on the proposals which would be prepared by the Executive Committee on the question
of regional distribution of seats on the Committee.
The President sought the advice of the Secretary-General on

0

suitable

draft for this purpose and the latter suggested that in the last line of paragraph 11.1.2, after the word "study" the words !land to communicate

0

preliminary

report to ·Members after its thirty-third session so that Members may send their
comments before the thirty-fourth session" be inserted.

It was so agreed.
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There being no further comments or remarks, the draft text of
parographs 11.1.1 and 11.1.2. as amended, was adopted for inclusion in the
general summary.

The meeting rose at 5.50 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE NINTH PLENARY MEETING
22 May 1979 at 9.35 a.m.
The meeting was called to order at 9.35 a.m.
28.

Fifth report of the Credentials Committee (Agenda item 1.5 (5»

Cg-VIII/Doc. 41)
The chairman of the Credentials Committee introduced his report contained in

Document Cg-VIII/PINK 41.
The report· was adopted.

29.
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced the report contained
in Cg_VIIIjPINK 10, REV. 1.

When examining in detail the Secretory_General's finon-

cial report, Committee A hod noted with concern that the contributions of certain
Members were long overdue;

it was, therefore, of the view that the main substance

of Resolution 6 (C9-111) concerning the withdrawal of voting rights in the case of
Members for non_payment of contributions should be maintained in force, but a new
resolution wos needed in order to apply this provision olso to votes by correspondence.

Committee A had been informed that some of those Members had by now paid

their contributions and was duly appreciative of that fact.

As regards the surplus

funds available at the end of the seventh financial period, the Committee recommended
that they be distributed to Members.

Concerning the pensionable remuneration for

P-staff and higher categories, Committee A had noted the serious anomalies in the
present pension system (paragraphs 2.3.5 and 2.3.6, Appendix A) and recommended that
Congress should invite the International Civil Service Commission to deal with the
problem as a matter of urgency.
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Mr. Seck (Senegal) pointed out that in the French version of the document
there was a misprint in the footnote in the resolution.
There being no other comment, the text contained in Ca-VIII/PINK 10, REV. 1,
Appendix A, and draft Resolution 2.3/1 (eg-VIII) was adopted.
of Ie lanaI associations (Agenda item 5.1)

30.

Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introducing Document Cg-VIII/PINK 24,
stated that the Committee had agreed that reference should be mode in the general
summary to the priority areas where Members _ especially those in the developing
countries _ expected to receive the largest possible assistance from the Organization.

Since YAP had now been renamed vep (Voluntary Co-operation Programme) and since some
funds still remained in VAP, he proposed that the last two words in the fourth line
in paragraph 5.1.3 of the Appendix to Cg-VIlljPINK 24 be amended to read:

including VAP/VCP."
The text contained in the Appendix to Cg-VIII!PINK 24. as amended.
was adopted.
of technical commissions (Agenda item 2.2)

31.

Mr. Abayomi (chairman of Committee 8) introduced Document Cg_VIII/PINK 26
which was the result of the work of a subcommittee and said that, when agenda
item 2.2 .was being examined at committee level, it had become evident that a mechanism
was required to improve the co-operation and co-ordination of the various programmes
and activities of technical commissions, regional associations and other WMO technical bodies.

Further co-ordination would also be necessary for planning and

implementing the World Climate Programme.

It was, therefore, suggested that the

Executive Committee should establish, as an interim measure, a technical and
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scientific advisory committee for that purpose, during the period 1980 to 1983.
Moreover, the Committee felt that the scientific and technical structure of WMO
needed reviewing.

That review should be carried out during the next financial period

in order that appropriate proposals might be submitted to Ninth Congress.
The President invited comments on draft Resolution 2.2/ICeg-VIII).

Mr. Seck (Senegal) proposed that. under REQUESTS z paragraph (2),
sub-paragraph (iii), of draft Resolution 2.2/1 the text be amended to read as
follows:

" ••• study of the role of the structure of the Secretariat, including

Regional Offices, in assisting the work of the Organization;".

He explained that

Regional Offices were an integral part of the Secretariat but, since it had been
envisaged to transfer the Regional Offices to their respective Regions, the amendment
was being proposed both as a precautionary measure and for the sake of harmony.
The President felt that the text as it stood appeared satisfactory since
the word "Secretariat" included also the Regional Offices, irrespective of whether
the Regional Offices were stationed within their own Regions or in Geneva.

It was,

therefore, unnecessary to spell out in detail all the structural parts of the
Secretariat.
Mr. Seck (Senegal) said that if all the Regional Offices were in Geneva,
there would be no need to amend the proposed text.

However, since it had been en-

visaged to transfer some of the Regional Offices to their respective regions, he felt
that it would be desirable to mention specifically the Regional Offices.
The President considered that since the above point would be clearly set
out in the Minutes, there seemed to be no need to alter the original text.
Draft Resolution 2.2/1 Ceq-VIII) and the text for inclusion in the general
summary were then adopted.
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32.

meteorolo

PINK 23;

(Agenda item 3.2.1)

23 CORR. 1)

Mr. Abayomi (chairman of Committee 8) presented the report contained in
Document Cg-VIIIjPINK 23, and drew attention to Document PINK 23, CORR. 1, containing
an amendment to paragraph 3.2.1.7 of Appendix A, which had been proposed by the
representative of leAO and was entirely acceptable.

In presenting the document,

Mr. Abayomi also referred to the excellent co-operation which existed between WMO
and leAO.

He also mode a special reference to paragraph 3.2.1.9 of the text in

Appendix A in which it was stated that severol delegations agreed that more emphasis
should be given to aviation meteorology.
The President then invited comments on draft Resolution 3.2.1 CGg-VIII) in
Appendix B to the document and on its annex on "Trem,ls in aviation meteorology".
There being no comments. Congress adopted draft Resolution 3.2.1 (Cg_VIII)
and its annex.
In the absence of any comments. the text contained in Appendix A. as
amended. was also adopted for inclusion in the general -summary.

33.

H drolo ical Services (Agenda item 3.5.2)
Cg-VIII Doc. 104)
Mr. Abayomi (chairman of Committee B) presenting the report contained in

Document Cg-VIII/PINK 13 and ADD. I, said that Committee B had commended the work of
the hydrological advisers to Permanent Representatives of Members and, in order to
strengthen co-operation between the Hydrological Services of Members at the regional
level, it favoured the proposal to appoint regional advisers to the presidents of
regional associations and agreed that such regional advisers should be invited to
attend sessions of the Executive Committee dealing with policy questions relating to
the Hydrology and Water Resources Programme.

If appropriate, such advisers might be
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the chairmen of the regional associations' working groups on hydrology,

It further

endorsed the proposal that, during next Congress, a meeting of hydrological advisers
to Permanent Representatives and representatives of Hydrological Services of Members

attending Congress should be held as a subcommittee of Congress.

Those decisions

were incorporated in Resolution 3.5.2/2 (eg_VIII).

He added that draft Resolution 3.5.2/1 (eg-VIII) on a WMO Prize in
Hydrology and the annexes to that draft resolution _ Annex I in Appendix B to

Document Cg-VIlljPINK 13 and Annex II in Document Cg-VIII/PINK 13/ ADD. 1 - were
self-explanatory.

The President invited Congress to consider draft Resolution 3.5.2/2 CCg-VIII)
in Appendix C to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 13 and the amendment thereto proposed by the
delegation of Egypt in Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 104.

He said that the Egyptian amend-

ment did not make any fundamental changes in draft Resolution 3.5.2/2 CCg-VIII), but
merely suggested a simplified procedure for the appointment of hydrological advisers
to the presidents of regional associations, who should be either the chairmen of the
working groups on hydrology of the various associations or, where such a working
group did not exist, a rapporteur designated by the president concerned.

He had

already discussed this procedural point of view with Mr. Clark, president of the
Commission for Hydrology, who had agreed to it before he left Geneva.
Mr. ~ CCanada) said that the points that he was about to make reflected
the views of his delegation.

He also had had the opportunity to review

draft Resolution 3.5.2/2 CCg-VIII) with the president of the Commission for Hydrology.
WMO now had effective hydrology advisory functions at several levels, but it was
clear that it was going to be increasingly called upon to provide a leading role in
the co-ordination of international hydrology and of Hydrological Services in the
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various countries.

For that reason he supported draft Resolution 3.5.2/2 (Cg_VIII)

as i t stood in Document Cg-VIII/PINK 13 and the paragraphs under "REQUESTS" contained in it.

Mr. Kaczmarek (Poland) said that the previous financial period hod revealed
the importance of and necessity for the activities of the ACOH.

Those activities

were now even more important in the light of the recommendations of the United
Nations Water Conference at Mar del Plata.
ation pointed to the need for savings.

Moreover, WHO's current financial situ-

The Polish delegation favoured Committee 8's

proposal that the regional associations should appoint regional hydrological advisers

who might be the chairmen of the Working Groups on Hydrology, but it was for the
regional association itself to decide who should advise its president in the field
of hydrology.

The Polish delegation also supported the proposal that those advisers

should be invited to attend meetings of the Executive Committee which dealt with
questions relating to hydrology and water resources.

For the above reasons, the

Polish delegation supported the draft resolution as presented in
Document Cg_VIII/PINK 13 and could not agree to the amendment proposed in
Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 104.

The adoption of draft Resolution 3.5.2/2 (Cg-VIII) would

make it possible to continue the principal activities of ACOH, would save the
Organization approximately US$ 50 ODD, would strengthen co-operation between the
Hydrological Services at the regional level and would meet the need for a direct
input from roational Hydrological Services in the planning and implementation of the
Hydrology and Water Resources Programme.
Mr. ~ (France) proposed that discussion of draft
Resolution 3.5.2/2 (Cg-VIII) should be postponed because Document Cg-VIII/Doc. 104,
containing the Egyptian amendment, had not yet been distributed in French.
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The President agreed fully with the delegate of France that the discussion
should be postponed until_all delegates had received Document 104 in the appropriate
languages and had had the opportunity to study the proposals contained therein.
The President said that while he had the floor he wished to assure Congress

that the purpose of the Egyptian amendment in Document Cg-VIII/Ooc. 104 was in no
way different from that of the original draft Resolution 3.5.2/2;

it -merely pro-

posed what seemed to be an easier and more acceptable procedure for the appointment
of regional -hydrological advisers.

The President then adjourned the meeting ot lO.20-a.m.
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MINUTES OF THE TENTH PLENARY MEETING
23 May 1979 at 3.00 p.m,
The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m.
34.

3.5.2)

The President re-opened discussions on this item which had been adjourned
at the previous plenary meeting.

He referred to the previous discussions on the

amendments proposed in Cg-VIUjOoc. 104 by the delegation._cf Egypt to draft
Resolution 3.5.2/2 Ceg-VIII) and soid that informal discussions had since then taken
place amongst interested delegations leading to a text which seemed to be ge-nerally
acceptable.

At the request of the President the representative of the Secretariat read

out the following proposed amendments to draft Resolution 3.5.2/2 (eg-VIII) contained

in Appendix C of Document Cg-VIII/PINK 13:
Under "REQUESTS" amend to read:
"REQUESTS the president of each regional association to designate a regional
hydrological odviser who should, in principle, be a representative of a service
responsible for operational hydrology and should normally be the chairman of the
regionol Working Group on Hydrology,".
Then under "REQUESTS the Executive Committee and the Secretary-General:",
paragraph (1), change to read:
to attend those sessions

"(I)

To invite the regional hydrological advisers

'1

Mr. Cressman (U.S.A.) stated that nis _delegation did not see any need for the
amendments proposed under "REQUESTS" and, in particular, was not in favour of the
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words "in principle" which might lead to consequences not originally envisaged.

He

stated that his delegation was opposed to the proposed last minute amendments and
preferred the original text.
The President asked Mr. Cressman whether the amendment would be acceptable
if the words "in principle" were deleted.

Mr. Cressman (U.S.A.) soid thot he preferred the original version because
it allowed the regional associations to make the appointments.
Mr. Lacaze (Argentina), opposing the prop6sed amendment, soid that, in the
subcommittee dealing with this item, there had been unanimous agreement on the original draft resolution.

He further stated that the proposed amendment deprived

regional associations of the right to select the regional advisers.
Mr. Arias (Colombia) said that his delegation shared the views of the delegates of Canada, U.S.A. and Argentina.

He stressed the co-ordinating role played by

WMO in international hydrological activities.

He pointed out that, in order to

achieve greater integration in operational hydrology, the advisers should be appointed
by regional associations so that they might attend meetings of the Executive Committee
and Congress and advise on WHO activities in hydrology and water resources.

He

supported the draft resolution without any change whatsoever.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) pointed out that, if the
amendment were accepted, there could be a potential conflict between the hydrological
adviser and the chairman of the regional Working Group on Hydrology.

He therefore

proposed that the adviser should preferably be the chairman of this working group and
therefore the words "in principle" be replaced by the word "preferably".
Mr. Abandah (Jordan) stated that a number of countries had interests in
hydrology totally separated from meteorology and that there was a lack of co-
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operation between the two.
logical interests.

He therefore wished for adequate representation of hydro-

He proposed the following amendments to draft

Resolution 3.5.2/2 (Cg-VIII):
Change "URGES Members" to "INVITES Members" i

under "REQUESTS the

Executive Committee and Secretary-General:"r paragraph (2), insert "those" in the
first line between "of II and "hydrological" and also in the second line between "ond"
and "representatives", so that the sentence would read as follows:

"To arrange for

a meeting of those hydrological advisers to Permanent Representatives and represent-

atives of those Hydrological Services of Members
The President deferred consideration of those proposals pending the outcome
of discussions on the proposal of the delegate of the United Republic of Cameroon
and therefore asked if the proposal made by the latter, namely, the use of the
word "preferably" was acceptable.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) requested clarification on the text to be considered for adoption.

He pointed Qut thot a number of delegations were in favour of

the original text and there were now new proposed amendments.
The President said that it appeared to him that the original text as contained in Appendix C to PINK 13 was acceptable with the following change in the
paragraph under ."REQUESTS".

At the end of the paragraph a comma should be inserted

and the following words should then be added:

"and should preferably be the chairman

of the Regional Association Working Group on Hydrology".

He also stated that the

proposals of the delegate of Jordon might be accepted.
The President then proposed that

th~

word "appoint" in the paragraph under

IIREQUESTS" be replaced by the Io(ord "designate" and asked if there was any objection
to this proposal.
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There being no objection, this proposal was agreed to.
The President then referred to the proposals mode by the delegate of Jordon
and asked the Chairman of Committee B for his views thereon.
The chairman of Committee 8 said that he hod no strong views and felt it
was for Congress to decide.

The President then asked if there was any objection to these proposals.
There being none. these proposals were agreed to.

Draft Resolution 3.5.2/2 (Ca-VIII) was adopted as amended.
The President then invited comments on Annex II to draft Resolution 3.5.2/1 (eg_VIII) contained in Appendix 8 to Document Cg-VlIIjPINK 13, ADD. 1.
There being no comments, this annex was adopted.
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.), commenting on draft Resolution 3.5.2/1 CCg-VIII),
stated that his delegation had no objection in principle to the award.

However,

taking into account other activities of WHO in such fields as marine meteorology,
oceanography, agriculture and the environment, it would be more appropriate not to
establish a specific award only for activities in the field of hydrology but to
spread the presently existing IMO Prize over all fields of activities of the Organization.

He believed thot the proposed prize should have a lower status than the

IMO Prize and moreover, if an award in Hydrology were to be established, it might be
necessary to award prizes in other fields.

He suggested that the Executive Committee

should study the matter and report to next Congress.
The President said that he personally agreed with the views expressed by
~lr.

Hodkin and thought it advisable to request the Executive Committee to study the

matter and report to Ninth Congress.

He proposed that a suitable paragraph be in-

cluded in the general summary of the work of the session.
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Mr. Mbele-Mbona (United Republic of Cameroon) said that whilst his delegation was not opposed to the prize in principle, its introduction would create an

imbalance in the various fields of activities of the Organization.
At the request of the President, the Secretary General read out the following

proposed new paragraph 3.5.2.5 for inclusion in the general summary:
"While approving the establishment of the WHO Prize in Hydrology,
Congress noted that there were many other fields in which WHO- was active and requested

the Executive Committee to examine this question and present proposals to Ninth
Congress. "

Mr. 005 (India) referred to "DECIDES (1)" of draft

Resolution 3.5.2/1 (Cg-VIII) cnd said that the words "competence and" should be
deleted.
It was agreed to accept the amendment.
Mr. Das (Indio) then referred to Annex II to the draft resolution and pointed
out that any award for hydrology presented during the eighth financial period would
be inconsistent with the proposed new paragraph as it was understood that the question
of awards in the various fields of activity would be studied by the Executive
Committee-.
The Secretary-General clarified that the suggested paragraph was intended
for inclusion in the general summary and not in Annex II.
Mr. Dos (India) stated that it still meant that there would be a Prize in
Hydrology whilst other fields of activity would be considered by the Executive
Committee and ipso facto this gave a higher status to hydrology.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) said that the whole matter
should be re-examined and he further questioned whether hydrology deserved priority.
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Mr. AI-Sulton (Iraq) stated that, whilst it was commendable for WHO to
express encouragement through awards, the discussions hod revealed the importance of

fields other thon hydrology in some ports of the world.

For example, the point raised

by the delegate of the U,S.S.R. with regard to the environment was very important for
Iraq.

He therefore proposed that the whole matter be postponed and referred to the

Executive Committee.

Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) said that while he did not question the importance
of hydrology within WHO, he agreed with the proposal made by the delegate of Iraq.
He added that if a directive was to be given to the Executive Committee to study the
matter as was so clearly indicated in the proposed text given by the Secretary-General,
it would not be correct to establish a Prize in Hydrology at this stage, since it was
not known what the conclusion of the Executive Committee would be.
The President said that there were now two courses of action, namely:
(a)

to approve the draft resolution and embody the text of the new paragraph read

out by the Secretory-General in the general summary, or (b) to take a vote on whether
to adopt the draft resolution.

Since he was, in principle, not in favour of reaching

decisions through votes, he expressed his preference for the first course and
requested the Secretary-General to read the text of the proposed additional paragraph.
The Secretary-General then read out the paragraph which had been modified
in the light of the discussions:
"While approving the establishment of the WMO Prize in Hydrology, Congress
noted that there were many other fields in which WHO was active and requested the
Executive Committee to examine the whole question of prizes to be awarded by WMO
with all disciplines being examined on an equal basis and report to Ninth Congress. II
Mr. Mason (United Kingdom) agreed entirely that the matter should be postponed but expressed some concern at the proposed new paragraph which opened up possi-
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bilities for WHO prizes in all sorts of areas.

He said that the present IMO Prize

was a very prestigious oward and by introducing a number of prizes this award would
be devalued.

Mr. Langle (Norway) felt that there wos no need for the additional paragraph
and proposed that a vote be token on the suggested new paragraph by a show of hands.

The President appealed to delegates to accept the suggested text and adopt
the draft resolution so as to ovoid voting on the issue.

Mr. Al-Sultan (Iraq) soid that the draft resolution

on-

the WMO Prize in

Hydrology should be put to the vote by a show of hands.
The President then put the draft Resolution 3.5.2/1 (Cg-VIII) to the vote
by a show of hands.

The President announced that the result of the vote showed

0

cleor rejection

of the draft resolution.
The President then called for comments on Appendix A to
Document Cg-VIII/PINK 13.
Mr. Glomozda (Byelorussian S.S.R.) referred to parograph 3.5.2.3 and pointed
out that as there were two types of Hydrological Services, both operational and
scientific, he would like to have the words "in the field of operational hydrology"
inserted in the third line of the paragraph after the words "Hydrological Services
of Members l l .
It was so agreed.
Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) pointed out that paragraph 3.5.2.2 would need
to be amended in the light of the Congress decision on draft Resolution 3.5.2/1 (Cg-VIII)
since the resolution as well as its annexes had not been adopted by CongressJ
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The President stated thot this would be done and proposed that the
Secretary-General be requested to arrange for the inclusion of on appropriately
amended text.

It was so cgreed.
Appendix A to Document Ca-VIII/PINK 13 was adopted as amended and on the
understandins that paragraph 3.5.2.2 would be changed.

35.

Other related activities {Agenda item 3.1.4)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 22)
The chairman of Committee B presented the document.
The President invited comments an the appendix to the document.

There being no comments, the text contained in the appendix was adopted
for inclusion in the general summary of the report of Cg-VIII.

36.

Agriculture and desertification (Agenda item 3.2.4)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 27)
The chairman of Committee B presented the document.
The President invited comments on draft Resolution 3.2.4/2 (Cg-VIII) contained in Appendix C.
There being no comments. the draft resolution was adopted.
The President then invited comments on the annex to draft
Resolution 3.2.4/1 (Cg-VIII) contained in Appendix B.
Mr. ~ (U.S.S.R.) proposed that, in paragraph 2 (e) (iii), the last
clause, comprising the words "as input to the FAO Early Warning System" be amended
to read:

"in conformity with FAO Resolution

12/n

and in accordance with the

practices and procedures of WMO".
At the request of the President, the representative of the Secretariat
clarified that this sub-paragraph was particularly addressed to the FAD Early
Warning System and the FAO Resolution 12/77 was not directly related to the matter.

144

TENTH PLENARY MEETING
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) stated that it would be appropriate to have a

reference not only to the FAO Resolution but also to the need to carry out the work

in conformity with the practices and procedures of WMO.
The Secretory-General suggested thct the sub-paragraph might be amended by
the addition of the words "taking into account FAO Resolution 12/77 and in

aCCOI-

dance with the practices and procedures of WHO" after the words "FAa Early Warning

System" •

It was so agreed and the annex to draft Resolution 3.2.4/1 Ceg-VIII) con_
tained in Appendix B was adopted as amended.
The President then invited comments on draft Resolution 3.2.4/1 (Cg-VIII)
contained in Appendix B.
There being no comments, the draft resolution was adopted.
The President then called for comments on Appendix A of
Document Cg-VIII/PINK 27.
Mr. Seck (Senegal) proposed the following addition at the end of paragraph 3.2.4.1:

"as well as the programmes of studies organized in China for the

Af rican countries in agrometeorology and hydrometeorology".
There being no further comments, the text contained in Appendix A to
Document Ca-VIII/PINK 27 was adopted as amended.
37.

General review of technical co-operation activities _(Agenda item 4.1)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 32)
The chairman of Committee A presented the document.
The President called for comments on draft Resolution 4.1/2 (Cg-VIII) contoined in Appendix C.
Mr. Benton (U.S.A.) made the following statement_:
"On behalf of the United States Government, I would like to make some comments
on technical assistance in the World Meteorological Organization.

My Government has
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demonstrated by its actions its understanding of the need to assist developing nations
in their efforts to meet their internal scientific and technical requirements and
play their full role in the global activities of our

organizat~on.

For many years

the United States Government has expended considerable sums of money to support
technical developments through the Voluntary Assistance Programme.

In recent years,

the U.S. contribution directly available for such assistance has amounted to approximately $2 million per year out of the YAP totol of more than $4 million.

The United

States has consistently urged other developed countries to corry their share in
voluntary technical assistance.
"Although the United States has demonstrated its dedication to the principles
of voluntary technical assistance, I must inform you that my Government views with
increasing concern the growth of technical assistance within the assessed budget of
the World Meteorological Organization.

Let me make clear at the outset that by

technical assistance I am not primarily referring to the continuation af the present
level of fellowship programmes and education and training activities.

In our view,

these functions are appropriate for the technologically developed nations who wish to
share their expertise with the other countries of the world.
'~he

programmes of technical assistance within the assessed budget about which

we are concerned include: procurement of scientific equipment; the dispatching of
teams of experts to advise countries on their internal technological problems;
providing maintenance and spare parts for operational equipment; and purchasing
expendables such as radiosondes or balloons.

The proposals for a substantial growth

of WHO expenditures for these activities places our organization in the position of
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being responsible for a portion of the operotional services of individual countries.

My Government believes this is not an appropriate role for the WMO.

The United States

maintains that if it is to be involved in such operational activities within other
countries, the decision should be reached as a result of voluntary agreements and not
as a result of assessed contributions to a

UN agency.

Of course, we explicitly

exclude from this restriction United Nations agencies specifically organized to carry
forward such technical assistance activities.

This would include, for example, the

United Nations Development Programme.
"A simple statement of the above policy is not, however, sufficient.

A major

difficulty exists in the present programme of technical co-operation in meteorology.
This difficulty is, of course, that more funds and attention have been devoted to
establishing neW observational capabilities than have been devoted to the problem of
adequate maintenance and operation of the new facilities.

For example, in some cases

upper_air stations established under the Technical Co-operation Programme have not
remained in operational condition as a result of the recipient country's inability
to carryon the technical and budgetary responsibilities.

It is not sufficient for

the WMO to set forth general policies of technical assistance which ignore this
problem.
"The United States is willing to carry its fair share of a total voluntary
co-operation programme.

This could involve not only the establishment of new

technical facilities, but also oppropriate arrangements on a bilateral basis to
ensure the adequate continuing use of these facilities.
"The United States cannot carry such a programme alone.
must be supported by all of the developed nations of the world.

To be successful, it
Together, through

the Voluntary Co-operation Programme, the UNDP, and other funding sources we can work
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more efficiently to strengthen national Meteorological Services.
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This will in turn

strengthen the global weather system for the benefit .of all."

Mr. ~ (U.S.S.R.) made the following statement:
"Since the YAP was established, the Soviet Union has actively supported the

programme, and it still does, by making a significant contribution towards the
development of its component parts.
'~e

pay special attention to assisting in the troining of specialists for

developing countries, using for this purpose both international programmes (UNDP,
YAP, etc.) and bilateral co-operation.

More than 300 specialists in hydrometeorology

for developing countries have already been trained in the Soviet Union within the
framework of such programmes.

About 80 WMO YAP Fellowship students from developing

countries are now studying in the U.S.S.R.
'The Soviet Union gives much aid for the technological development of hydrometeorological services of developing countries by installing for them, under the YAP,
radars, telecommunication equipment, hydrometeorological instruments and other
equipment.
"I wish to inform the honourable participants at Congress that the Soviet
Government has decided to support actively the continuation of the WMO YAP during
the eighth financial period and to broaden considerably the contribution of the
U.S.S. R. to this programme."
There being no further comments, draft Resolution 4.1/2 (Cq-VIII) was adopted.
The President then invited comments on draft Resolution 4.1/1 (Cg-VIII) contained in Appendix B.
There being no comments, draft Resolution 4.1/1 (Cg-VIII) was adopted.
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The President called for comments on

Appendi~

A of Document Cg-VIII/PINK 32.

Mr. Lifign (United Republic of Tanzania) proposed inserting a new penultimate
sentence in paragraph 4.1.6 to read as follows:

"Uganda was specially mentioned in

this connexion.

It WDS so agreed.

Appendix A was adopted as amended.
38,

Po.uc -Makin

Or ens and executive mana ement (Agenda item 7.1)

(Cg-VIII/PIN< 35
The chairman of Committee A presented the document.
The President called for comments on the appendix to the document.

There bein9 none, Document Cg-VIII/PINK 35 was adopted.
39,

Consideration of the Working Capital Fund (Agenda item 10..3)

(Cg-VIII/PIN< 37)
The chairman of Committee A presented the document.
The President invited comments on droft Resolution 10.3/1 (Cg-VIII) contained
in Appendix B and the draft text contained in Appendix Alone after the other.
There being no comments on either, Appendices A and B of Document Cg-VIII!PINK 37 were adopted.

40.

Proportional contributions of Members (Agenda item 10.4)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 31)
The chairman of Committee A presented the document and read out the following
corrections:
Appendix C, Annex to draft Resolution 10.4/2 (Cg-VIII)Delete col urnn 4;
Draft Resolution 10.4/2 (Cg-VIII) Under "DECIDES (1) (a)" - Delete the word "invariable";
(1) (b)

- Delete the word "variable" and the word "being";

(1) (c)

- Delete the whole text.
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Appendix A, paragraph 10.4.10 (0) should read as follows:

"The new scale is composed of a 'meteorological element' and a 'UN element''';
Paragraph 10.4.10 (b), second sentence, change "is to be" to "has been";

Paragraph 10.4.10 (c) delete;
Paragraph 10.4.10 (d) se_cond clause should read:

"In order to avoid the

introduction of fractions of units, the computation for the eighth financial period
was made after ••••• " i

Paragraph 10.4.11, second sentence, insert between lIanomolies" and "resulting"
the words "including those" and change "formula" to "method";
Cover page, paragraph 18, delete the words "the present basis for" and rest
of sentence after "Ninth Congress".

The President invited comments on the Annex to draft Resolution 10.4/2 (Cg-VIII)
contained in Appendix C.
Mr.

~

(Spain) proposed the deletion of column 2 to bring the annex in

line with the annex to the corresponding resolution adopted by Seventh Congress
and also because the figures contained in column 2 might couse some confusion, being
in most cases half of the figures appearing in column 3.
It was so agreed.
Mr. Benton (U.S.A.) made the following statement:
"As the United States indicated in Convnittee A, the proposed assessment of
proport~onal

contributions, now before us, contains several anomalies and incon-

sistencies.

We are especially concerned with the fact that the U.S., the largest

contributor to the WMO regular budget and to the Voluntary Co-operation Programme,
will be assessed at 548 new units, or 24.58% of the total.

The U.S. contribution to

the WMO budget has for the last several years been about 23.5%.
been more than one percent, or about $750 000.

The increase has
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IIWe want to emphasize that we strongly support a proportional scale that

lowers the contribution of the least developed countries, which have limited
financial resources.

But we object to increasing the assessment of the major

contributor, the U.S., while at the same time retaining practically unchanged the
contributions of countries whose economic and financial resources have considerably
improved in recent years and are therefore in a position to contribute more substan_
tially to our Organization.

In some cases, developed countries are contributing to

WHO at a level far below their UN level.
"We believe that the level of the U.S. contribution during the next financial

period should hove remained unchanged at the level of about 23.5%.

As many of Us are

aware, the principle of freezing the percentage of the major contributor has a
precedent in the UN and in IAEA.
"We are not pressing this issue at

Eighth

Congress.

However, we believe

the increase in the U.S. assessed contribution emphasizes the need for a new formula
for the proportional contribution of members.

Such a formula should be developed

by the EC for consideration by the next Congress."
Mr. Benamour (Algeria) stated that the corrections read out by the chairman
of Committee A were not minor amendments and were not discussed in Committee A.

He

pointed out that it had been decided by the Committee that the assessed contribution
for Viet Nam should be one unit and this was not reflected in Appendix C.
Mr. Seck (Senegal) made the following statement of principle which he
wished to be recorded in the minutes:
"The Senegalese delegotion acknowledges the importance of the Members'
contribution towards the smooth running of the Organization, in particular in t.he
implementation of its programmes.
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"Unfortunately, since Senegal has been subject to a series of droughts

(natural disasters) for over a decade, it is regretfully in favour of leYering its
contribution as in the case of Mozambique, Zaire, Zambia and Bangladesh."

Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) made the following statement for inclusion
in the minutes:

"The Mexican delegation does not for the moment approve the new units

included in draft Resolution 10.4/2 (Cg-VIII), since this does not fall within its
competence.

The matter will be submitted for authorization to the competent body

as required by Mexican legislation."

The annex to draft Resolution 10.4/2 (eg-VIII) contained in App~ndix C of

Document Cg-VIII/PINK 31 was adopted as amended.
Further consideration of Document Cg-VIII/PINK 31 was postponed until the
next plenary meeting.
The meeting rose at 6 p.m.
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24 May 1979 at 9.30 a.m.
Th~

41.

meeting was called to order at 9.30 a.m.

Proportional contributions of Members (Agenda item 10.4 continued)

(eg-VIII/PINK 31)
The discussion on this item, which had been adjourned at the previous
plenary meeting, was resumed-.
Mr. ~ (Sweden) indicated that during the discussions. on that item in

Committee A he had tried unsuccessfully to find a way of reducing the difference
between the UN and WHO scales of contribution.

To ovoid any misunderstanding,

however, he said that it should be noted that Sweden was not in favour of an
immediate switch over to the UN scale.

Nevertheless, it would seem logical that

sometime in the future WMO should adopt fully the UN scale.

Since that view was not

accurately indicated in PINK 31 - even with the amendme_nts suggested on the previous
day by the chairman of Committee A - he suggested that the second sentence in paragraph 10.4.11 be amended to read:

"In so doing, Congress recognized that all

anomalies, including those resulting from the application of this method, have not
been removed and that the problem of automatic adjustment and the divergency between
the WHO scale and the UN scale require further examination at Ninth Congress".

By

adopting the above amended text Congress would be establishing a way of working towards the UN scale.
In reply to a request of the President, Mr. Lingelbach, chairman of
Committee A, said that he saw no difficulty with the proposed amendment since the
ultimate aim, as it appeared in the discussions at committee level, wos eventually to
bring the WHO scale into line with that of the UN.
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Mr. Hickman (New Zealand) agreed fully with the delegate of Sweden and
stated that it was indeed the difference between the scales of the UN specialized
agencies and that of the UN itself which worried the respective treasuries of the

Member countries.

Rather thon let the matter lie dormant until next Congress it

would be more appropriate to request the Executive Committee to examine the problem
once again;

in that way it

coul~

present some positive recommendations at next

Congress.

The President asked the delegate of New Zealand if he would agree to the
beginning of the last sentence of paragraph 10.4.11 which Iead "One Member felt that

the Executive Committee should be requested

being amended to read:

"It was

felt that .... ".

Mr. Hickman (New Zealand) replied in the affirmative.
There being no objection, it was so agreed.
Supporting the amendments to paragraph 10.4.11 suggested by the delegate
of Sweden, Mr. Benton (U.S.A.) proposed adding, as c final sentence:

"One Member

urged that a new formula be devised that would result in an appropriate adjustment
to the assessed contribution of countries whose meteorological and financial capabilities have significantly increased in recent years."
It was so agreed.
Mr. ~ (France) believed that an adjustment of the scale of contributions to bring it in line with the UN scole was not a priority matter.

The factors

involved in calculating the unit contributions of WHO Members were different from
those which decided how much the Members of the UN itself should contribute.

The

French delegation therefore wished to reserve its position until Ninth Congress.
Mr. ~ (India) said that while his delegation understood and supported the
idea behind the amendment proposed by the delegate of the U.S.A., he maintained that
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WHO should either adopt the UN scale or find some other scale which had wide acceptance.

While he agreed that there should be an adjustment in the contributions of

those countries whose meteorological and financial capabilities hod increased, in his
view it was very difficult to quantify such an increase in acceptable terms.

He felt

that the problem should be dealt with by the Executive Committee.

The President said that that point had already been covered by the (amended)
penultimate sentence in paragraph 10.4.11.
Mr. Schulze (Federal Republic of Germany) shared the view expressed by the
delegate of France and emphasized that his Government believed that the maintenance

of the "meteorological element" in the WMO scale

WQS

of utmost importance, bearing

in mind the technical nature of the Organization.
Mr. Rubiato (Spain) felt that the final sentence of paragraph 10.4.11 should
be struck out since, according to Article 14 of the Convention, it was Members themselves, and not the Executive Committee, which were empowered to deal with the matter.
Since, according to the second sentence in paragraph 10.4.11, the issue would be
examined at Ninth Congress, all the points raised would, on that occasion, be given
full consideration.

The final text agreed by Congress should not express the views

of- any individual or groups of Members.

As regards Appendix C to Cg-VIII/PINK 31, he

requested the Secretariat to provide an accurate list of Members' contributions since
he believed it contained typing errors.
The President assured the delegate of Spain that Members would be provided
with an absolutely correct list of proportional contributions.

As regards the

expression of the views of individual or groups of Members in a final text approved
by Congress, he pointed out that there had been several precedents for doing so.
Quoting the relevant text, he could not agree that because of Article 14 of the
Convention, the Executive Committee was not empowered to deal with the question of
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proportional contributions:
trusted to it by Congress.

the Executive Committee could deal with any issue enThe study carried out by the Executive Committee would be

examined at Ninth Congress and would benefit the Members of the Organization.
Mrs. Reyes-Retana (~exico) added her support to the proposal by the del~gate
of India and proposed that the question should be studied by the Executive Committee.
The President said that it had already been agreed that

t~e

Executive

Committee should study the matter and paragraph 10.4.11 had been amended to take this
into account.

The text of Appendix At Cg-VIII!PINK 31, as amended. was occordingly adopted,

together with draft Resolution 10.4/1.

Draft Resolution 10.4/2 and its annex were

also adopted as amended.

42.

Report bJ the President of the Organization (Agenda item 2.1)

(Cg-VIII PINK 49)
The chairman of Committee A introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 49.
The text of Document Ca-VIII/PINK 49 was adopted.
43.

Organization of the session (Agenda item 1)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 36)
The President introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 36.
The Secretary-General indicated that paragraph 1.5 should be slightly
amended to read as follows:

"The Credentials Committee submitted five reports con-

earning the credentials of the delegates of Members, the representative of a
non_Member country, and those of international organizations.

Those reports were

!.!pproved by Congress."
The President stated that the blank space in paragraph 1.6 would be filled
in by the Secretariat in due course so as to take into account the number of minutes
approved by Congress at the end of its session.
The text of Document Cg-VIII/PINK 36, as amended, was adopted.
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44.

~~E!!,~~~',.l~~,,-!~...!!!m20~n~it~o~r~r~·n!J! (Agenda item 3.2.6)

Introducing Document Cg-VIII/PINK 39, Mr. Abayomi, chairman of Committee B,
stated that the Committee had generally supported the Secretary-General's proposals

for the next financial period.

It had been specially appreciative of the provisions

made for continuing the short-term expert missions to developing countries to assist'
them in installing BAPMoN stations.

The President invited comments on draft Resolution 3.2.6/1 (eg-VIII) contained in Appendix B to the document.
There being no objection, the draft resolution was adopted.
'The President then invited comments on the text contained in Appendix A.

Referring to paragraph 3.2.6.10, Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) felt that it was
incorrect to emphasize that only the scientific aspects of programmes relevant to
environmental pollution would be dealt with by the Executive Committee Panel of
Experts as mentioned in the text.

To broaden the responsibilities of the Panel, and

thereby not to confine its functions to scientific aspects alone, he proposed amending
the last faur lines af paragraph 3.2.6.10 to read:

is to act as the focal point

for WHO to promote all aspects of programmes relevant to environmental pollution
within the framework of WMO and to advise the Executive Committee and the
Secretary-General an the necessary co-ordination of activities of WHO bodies and
policy issues."
In reply to the President, Mr. Abayomi, chairman of Committee B, said that
he saw no objection to the proposed amendment.
There being no objection. the amendment was agreed to.
The text of Appendix A to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 39, as amended. was
adopted.
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World Climate Programme (Agenda item 3.4)

(Cg_VIII/PINK 25)
Mr. Abayomi, chairman of Committee 8, after int-roducing

Document Cg-VIII/PINK 25, expressed his thanks to Professor Schirmer (Federal
Republic of Germany) who had chaired the subcommittee on that very important item and
all members of Committee B who had made excellent contributions during the discussions.
The President remarked that the document was an extremely important one and

invited Congress to consider the Outline Plan and Basis for the World Climate
Programme 1980-1983 -contained in the annex to draft Resolution 3.4 (Cg-VIII), in

Appendix B to Document Cg-VIlljPINK 25.
Congress approved the Outline PIon and Basis for the World Climate
Programme 1980-1983.
The President invited Congress to consider draft Resolution 3.4 (Cg-VIII)
on the World Climate Programme.
Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico), referring to paragraph "DECIDES" (1) on
page 2 of Appendix B, said that his delegation proposed that the word -"rna jor" should
be deleted from the existing text and that the following passage should be added at
the end of it:

"In accordance with the provisions of the United Nations Charter and

in line with the spirit and traditions of WHO, this programme should be used solely
and exclusively for peaceful purposes l having regard to the national sovereignty ond
security of States;

furthermore I it should not be used for any sort of economic

advantage for any particular country, nor still less for the exercise of political
pressure. "
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) supported the inclusion of the Mexican amendment
in the draft resolution.
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Mr.

~

(U.S.A.) said that while he supported the objectives of the

Mexican statement, the stipulations it contained applied to all WHO programmes.

He

accordingly propose-d that the paragraph should be included either in an appendix to

the draft resolution or, preferably, in Appendix A.
Mr. Bohrne (Germon Democratic Republic) pointed Qut that a passage closely
resembling that proposed by Mexico hod already been included in the draft resolution
on the World Weather Watch for the next financial period.

The Mexican proposal should

be included in the draft resolution on the World Climate Programme.
The President read out parograph (4) under "REAFFIRMS" from the preamble
to draft Resolution 3.1.2/1 (Cg-VIII) on the World Weather Watch, which was similar
to the text proposed by the delegate of Mexico.

He therefore felt that it would be

appropriate to include a similar passage in the draft resolution on the World
Climate Programme, but he suggested that it should go into the preamble, perhaps under
I'RECOGNIZING".

He asked the delegate of Mexico i f the relevant text appearing in the

resolution on World Weather Watch which he had read out would be acceptable to him.
Mr~ Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) replied in the affirmative and also agreed

that the text should be included in the preamble to the draft resolution, under
"R~COGNIZING".

He also withdrew his proposal thcit the word "major" should be deleted

from "REQUESTS" (1).
Congress a9reed to incorporate a new paragraph under "RECOGNIZING" in the
preambular part of draft Resolution 3.4 (Cg-VIII) with the same text as in para
graph (4) under "REAFFlRMS II from the preamble to draft Resolution 3.1.2/1 (Cg-VIII) on
the World Weather Watch which was adopted eorlier by Congress~
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Mr. AI-Rom!lih (Saudi Arabia) proposed that the words "the deserts" should
be inserted after the words "polar regions" in the third line of "RECOGNIZING" (1)

of the preamble to draft Resolution 3.4 Ceg-VIII).
It was so agreed.
Mr. Al-Romaih (Saudi Arabia) proposed that the organization "IFAD" should
be inserted after the words "in particular" in the second line of paragraph (2)
under "REQUESTS the Secretory-Generaf' in the operative port of the drnft

Resolution 3.4 Ceg-VIII).

It was so

agreed~

Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) proposed that paragraph (3) under "CONSIDERING"
should be amended to read:

"The WMO must take a lead in promoting the World

Climate Programme",

It was so agreed.
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) proposed a number of amendments to paragraphs (2)
and (3) under "REQUESTS the Executive Committee" and to paragraph (3) under
"REQUESTS the Secretary-General".
After a brief discussion in which Mr. ~ (United Kingdom),
Mr. Bijhme (German Democratic Republic), Mr. Mittner (France) and Mr. Benton (U.S.A.)
took part, the President suggested that as it was already time for the usual coffee
break, discussion of the matter should be postponed and a small sub-group consisting
of the delegates of the U.S.S.R., the United Kingdom, the German Democratic Republic,
France and the U.S.A. should work out during the interval on agreed text for the
three paragraphs in question.
It was so agreed.
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After the resumption of the meeting, the President i,nvited the delegate of

the United States of America to read out the agreed text prepared by the sub-group
during the break.
Mr. Benton (U. S. A.) said that the text of paragraph (2) unq~r "REQUESTS
the Executive Committee" as agreed to by th_e group read as

fQllo\'f$~

"To entrust

the task of close co-ordination of the WCP programmes on data on9 applications, and
the review of progress in the

ot~e~

components of the WCP to the Technical and

Scientific Advisory Committee referred to under item 2.2."

the existing text would be deleted.

ment was to establish a distinction

The second sentence of

He added that one of the purposes of the amendbet~een

different levels of co-ordination:

close

co-ordination and simple review.
Secondly, the sub-group proposed an amendment to paragraph (3) under
"REQUESTS the Executive Committee" which should now read:. "To establish and operote
jointly with ICSU the

co~responding

committee.which sholt be responsible for the close

co-ordination of the 'Climate Change and :Variability Research Programme' ,. in

accor~

dance with the provis·ions of this resolution."
The third amendment proposed by the sub-group was to paragraph (3) under
"REQUESTS the Secretary-General" which should be amended to read:

"To negotiate with

UNEP the conditions under which UNEP could assume responsibility for implementation
of the 'Climate Impact Study Programme' of WCP subject to the principles adopted by
Congress and the Governing Council of UNEP."
The amendments proposed by the sub-group were adopted.
There being no further comments, Congress adopted draft
Resolution 3.4 (C9~VIII), as amended, as a whole.
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The President invited Congress to consider Appendix A of
Document Cg-VIII/PINK 25, the text proposed for insertion in the general summary.
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) proposed that the first sentence of paragraph 3.4.2
should read:

"Congress agreed that \mO must take the lead within the framework of

the World Climate Programme."

The rest of the sentence should be deleted.

Mr. Benton (U.S.A.) said that he was not in favour of deleting the remainder of the first sentence, which specified the important subjects which WMO should
examine.
The Secretary-_General said that the two views could be harmonized if the
first line of paragraph 3.4.2 were amended to read:

"Congress agreed that WMO must

take the lead in the World Climate Programme and, in particular, in promoting .....
with the rest of the sentence unchanged.
It was so agreed.
Mr. Stanchev (Bulgaria) proposed that, in order to emphasize WMO's leading
role in all the fields referred to, the words "and participate" in the second line
of paragraph 3.4.2 should be replaced by the words "as well as".
Mr. ~ (France) suggested that the task of bringing the text of
Appendix A into line with the amended text of Resolution 3.4 (Cg-VIII) should be
left to the Secretariat.
It was so agreed.
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) said that he hoped there would be an opportunity for
Congress to review briefly the revised text produced by the Secretariat.
The President said that that would be done if time allowed.
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R. ), referring to paragraph 3.4.9, proposed that the
words "for UNEP to assume this responsiblity" at the end of the penultimate
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sentence should be replaced by the words "in accordance with Resolution 3.4".

It was so agreed.
The President proposed that the new title "Voluntary Co-opergtion
Programme" and its initials

"vep"

should be used in paragraph 3.4.1l.

It was so agreed.

Mr. Wu Xueyi (Chino), referring to co-operation between WMO and ICSU, said
that his delegation's views had been expressed in Committee B.

He asked for the

following statement to be included in the Minutes:
"Mr. Chairman, Mr. Secretory-General, fellow delegates.

"I would like to express my views on the co-operation between WMO and

ICSU in developing the World Climate Programme.

We agree

thot the Organization

collaborate with other international organizations in implementing its activities,
for this is conducive to the development of international co-operation in the fields
of science and technology.

However, up to date the representative of Taiwan

authorities still occupies, in the name of Taiwan, the legitimate seat of China.
This is not normal.

We therefore request that WHO urges ICSU to withdraw Taiwan

authorities from its membership. II
The President proposed that the text of Appendix A, as amended, be adopted
for inclusion in the general summary.
It was so agreed.
The President invited Congress to approve the text of the Agreement between
the World Meteorological Organization and the International Council of Scientific
Unions on the World Climate Research Programme contained in Appendix C of
Document Cg-VIII/PINK 25.
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There being no comments, Congress adopted the proposed text of the
Agreement.
The President said that that concluded the Congress's consideration
of the World Climate Programme.
The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE TWELFTH PLENARY MEETING
24 May 1979 at 2.30 p.m.
The President of WMO opened the meeting at 2.30 p.m.

46.

Weather Modification Programme (Agenda item 3.3.3)

(Cg-VIII!PINK 33)
Mr. Czelnoi, on behalf of the chairman of Committee B, introduced

Document Cg-VIII/PINK 33.
Mr. Seck (Senegal) proposed the inclusion after "NOTING (3)" in draft
Resolution 3.3.3/1 (Gg-VIII) of the following text:

"CONSIDERING that the results

of such a project will allow a better understanding of the processes determining
weather modi fieotion, ".

It was so agreed.
Mr. Lengle (Norway) proposed that in paragraph (3) under "REQUESTS the
Executive Committee ll of draft Resolution 3.3.3/3 Ceg-VIII) the phrase "in light of

scientific progress in the field" be replaced by the phrase "if scientific developments so warrant".
It was so agreed.

Mr. Zillman (Australia) asked that it be put on record that the funds
allocated by Congress to PEP were 5200 / 000 less than Committee B had considered
necessary for the viability and effectiveness of that project.

He proposed that the

words "no evidence" in the second sentence of paragraph 3.3.3.12 of Appendix A should
be amended to read "no firm evidence".
It was so agreed.
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Mr. Stanchev (Bulgaria) proposed that the text of paragraph 3.3.3,8 of
Appendix A in Russian be amended to conform to the corresponding original text in

English.
It was so agreed.
Miss Martin Sane (France) mode the following statement:
"France takes part in experiments under the Precipitation Enhancement

Project.

Some legal difficulties seem, however, to have arisen in the procedure for

the approval by the French Government of the
and WHO concerning this project.
can be smoothed out.

Agreement between the Spanish Government

My delegation keenly hopes that these difficulties

However that may be, we hope that, in future, participating

governments will be consulted before the signature of an Agreement of this kind.
That procedure was used successfully in the cose of the Agreement with the Government
of Senegal on the GARP Tropical Experiment."
Mr. Garcia_Cerezo (Spain) mode the following stotement:
"I should like to make a brief statement so as to avoid misunderstandings.
I should like to streSS that, in the opinion of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, sub-paragraph (a) of Section 17 of the Agreement which we are considering
provides only that the content of the Note to be handed to the Spanish Government,
as Depositary of the Agreement, should specify acceptance as a participating Member
State within the terms of the Agreement and the Protocol of Execution.
"The Note in question is a mere

conditio juris

concerning the applicability

of a pre-existing Agreement to any State which desires to form port of the Agreement."
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) stated that his country was carrying out, with some
success, and with Soviet technology, experiments in the field of hail suppression.
Encouraging results had been achieved the previous summer.

He offered his country's
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experience and co-operation in hail suppression and accordingly requested that
"Argentina" be included after "Bulgaria" in paragraphs 3.3,3.9 and 3.3.3.11 of
Appendix A and in the paragraph starting with "COMME~sn in draft

Resolution 3.3.3/2 (Gg-VIII) in Appendix C to Document Cg-VIlIjPINK 33.
Mr. Stonchev (Bulgaria) recalled that during the committee discussion the
delegate of Argentina had indicated his country's willingness to co-operate in the
Bulgarian experiment, which was on acceptable proposition, but which should be included in the minutes rather than in the report.

The chairman of Committee B could

confirm what had actually token place at the committee level.
Mr. Czeinoi, speaking on behalf of the chairman of Committee B, explained
that the draft text commended the offer made by Bulgaria, which did not apply to
Argentina, and he therefore found the odditions proposed by Argentina unacceptable.
The President asked whether Mr. Echeveste insisted on his proposed additions.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) maintained that the proposed additions should be
included since they related to a matter of principle.

He explained that he had

olready informed Committee B that Argentino was prepared to participate in the
Bulgarian experiment and would invite others interested to participate in its own
experiment.

The hail-suppression experiment had been taking place in Argentina since

1976 and various tests had been successfully completed in the period from
December 1978 to March 1979.

In view of the above and the fact that his proposed

additions were made before draft Resolution 3.3.3/2 (Cg-VIII) and Appendix A to
Document Cg-VIII/PINK 33 had been adopted, be believed that his request was in order
and should stand.
Mr. Czelnei, speaking on behalf of the chairman of Committee B, felt that
if the additions proposed by Mr. Echeveste were approved, then other amendments should
be mode to draft Resolution 3.3.3/2 CCg-VIII).

Instead, he proposed including
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m Appendix

A to

Document Cg-VIII/PINK 33, but not in draft Resolution 3.3.3/2 CGg-VIII).
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) agreed with the proposal of Mr. Czeinoi.
It was so agreed.

Draft Resolutions 3.3.3/1 CeA-VIII), 3.3.3/2 (Ca-VIII) and
3.3.3/3 (Cg-VIII) contained in Appendices Bf C and 0 respectively. and the draft
text for inclusion in the general summary. contained in Appendix A to

Document Ca-VIII/PINK 33, were adopted as amended ahove.
47.
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee

A), presenting Document Cg-VIII/PINK 42,

asked for the deletion of the word "training" at the beginning of the third line of

paragraph 4.2.8 on the second page of Appendix A to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 42.
The President invited comments successively on draft
Resolutions 4.2/1 (Cg-VIII), 4.2/2 (Cg-VIII) and the draft text for inclusion in the
general summary.
There being no further comments, draft Resolutions 4.2/1 (Cg-VIII) and
4.2/2 (Cg-VIII) given in Appendices Band C respectively, and the draft text for
inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A to Document Cg~VIII/PINK 42
as amended were adopted.

48.

Voluntar; Assistance Programme (Agenda item 4.3)

(Cg-VIII PINK 53)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) presented Document Cg-VIII/PINK 53.
The President invited comments on draft Resolution 4.3/1 (Cg-VIII).
There being no comments, draft Resolution 4.3/1 (Cg-VIII) was adopted.
The President invited comments on the draft text for inclusion in the
general summary.

TWELFTH PLENARY MEETING

168

Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) proposed the addition of the
phrase "and its reg10nal experiments" after the word "FGGE" in paragraph 4.3.1.5 on

page 2 of Appendix A to Document Cg-VllljPINK 53.
It was so agreed.
Mr. TIan Von An (Viet Nom) mode the following statement and thereafter
osked that it should be included in the minutes:
"Since the Seventh WHO Congress, the Hydrometeorological .Service of

Viet Nom has been re-unified after the long years of the war of liberation and selfdefence.

The Socialist Republic of Viet Nom, with the support and assistance of

WHO and of fraternal and friendly countries, has sought to extend the activities of
its Hydrometeorological Service on behalf of the economic reconstruction and development of Viet Nom and of regional and international co-operation.
"We have succeeded in consolidating and developing .the system of meteorological and hydrological networks, in all parts of our country:

the high plateaux,

the coastal islands, the Mekong delta or the Truong Sa (Spratley) Archipelago.
After a period of preparation, a number of meteorological stations installed to meet
the requirements of the Global Observing System of the WWW have begun to communicate
their data.
"Amongst our activities, cyclone and flood forecasting occupy an important
place.

In 1978, cyclones arrived almost without interruption, bringing heavy rains,

and the resulting great floods affected all our streams and rivers over a period of
two to three months, causing serious losses in lives and property, i.e. 322 dead.
five million persons affected, 970. 000 acres of land flooded, 500 000 dwellings
damaged.

During the work on forecasting the floods which, last year, gravely..

affected the Mekong delta, we were able to receive and exchange documents and
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I should like once agoin to convey my sincere

thanks to the Members of that committee.
"In respect of international and regional co-operation, we hav_e benefited

under the YAP programme, and under other arrangements, from international assistance
from the Soviet Union, the German Democratic Republic and other socialist countries,
and also from France and Sweden.

I should like to take this opportunity to thank

personally the representatives of these countries.

I should also like to inform you

that the programmes in question have either been completDd or

OIe

well on the way

to completion.
"We have also co-operated with the Democratic People's Republic of Laos and
other neighbouring countries;

we have established relations with Swedenj

we hove

participated in the work of the Mekong Committee, attended the meeting of the
Typhoon Committee in Bangkok and the Ecology Conference at Kuala lumpur.

At WHO's

suggestion, our Government has also agreed to the opening of a Hanoi-Bangkok telecommunication link alongside the existing international link.
"While all this work was making good progress, 24 of our meteorological,
climatological and hydrological stations installed in the region of the SinoVietnamese frontier were totally destroyed or seriously damaged in February of this
year by the Chinese army during its large-scale aggression unleashed against our
country.

It is because of this destruction that the stations of LAO CAl (48803),

CAD BANG (48808) and HONG CAl (48838), which were all working for the _WWW, have had
to cease all activity.

The LANG SON (48830) station, which was just about to start

work, has also been completely destroyed.

A number of other synoptic stations were

also damaged, including the SAPA Observatory (48802).

Since 17 February, too, the

HANKOW-HANOI telecommunication channel, by which we sent meteorological data to the

TWELFTH PLENARY MEETING

170

outside world and received data from countries situated to the north of Viet Nom,
has been interrupted.

Hydrological data have also ceased to reach us.

"You all know that the Vietnamese meteorological stgtion of HOANG SA

(Pottle in the Poracel islands), with the index number 48860, which was constructed
on behalf of Viet Nom during the French colonial period and brought into service
many decodes ogo, was included, with WMO agreement, in the list of stations working
for the WWW.

The HOANG SA is now under foreign occupation and it is thus impossible

for us to carry out the above-mentioned task.
"I should like to tell you how much we ore worried by this deterioration

in the situation.
"How are things going to develop?
"In·our view, the situation will continue to deteriorate, unless we succeed
in:

restoring peace and security on the Sino-Vietnamese frontier;

restoring normal

relations between the two countries in all domains, including railways, civil aviation,
telecommunications and our meteorological and hydrological work;

and settling the

frontier and territorial problems between the two countries in accordance with the
principle of respect for historical frontiers which both parties have recognized.
This is precisely what was proposed by the Vietnamese party in its three-point proposal submitted to the first Vietnamo-Chinese negotiating session.
"After so many years of ghastly waI, the Vietnamese people, more than all
others, hope to be able to live in peace.

Their only concern is to be able to develop

friendly relations and co-operation with othe'r countries, in particular with neighbouring countries, so as to be able, as quickly as possible, to heal its war wounds,
reconstruct the country and make its modest contribution to carrying out the noble
tasks of our Organization.

The Hydrometeorological Service of the Socialist
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Republic of Viet Nom looks to the WHO, with its co-ordinated programmes and relations of scientific and technical co-operation, as an effective and useful portner
in the accomplishment of its task.
"I should be failing in my duty if I did not express our gratitude to the

WHO and to the fraternal and friendly countries which have provided assistance and
co-operation and, more particularly, to Mr. laha , the President, whom Congress has
just unanimously Ie-elected to the Executive Committee, and to Dr. Davies, the
Secretory-General, to whom it has been suggested that the honorary title of

'Secretary-General Emeritus' should be awarded for his long years of valuable
contributions to co-operation, international understanding and efforts on behalf of
the developing countries.
"I should also like to extend my warm congratulations to the new Executive
Committee of our Organization.

r

am convinced that Mr. Kintanar, the newly elected

President, and his Vice-Presidents, Mr. Abayomi, Mr. Izrael and Mr. Echeveste, and
Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, the Secretory-General elect, with their energy, scientific training
and high competence, and their spirit of co-operation and collaboration with the
Executive Committee as a whole, will score new outstanding successes in developing
our Organization's activities and in promoting co-operation between the peoples and
in the various regions.
"As for my country, I can assure you that our best efforts will be devoted
to carrying out this scientific and humanitarian task."
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) made the following statement:
"The delegation of the Soviet Union strongly supports the appeal made by
the delegation of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nom concerning the provision of
technical assistance to the Hydrometeorological Service of Viet Nom for renovating
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its network of hydrometeorological stations, which was damaged during the period of
foreign aggression.
"The Soviet people, like all of progressive humanity, unanimously responded

to the appeal of the Vietnamese people for assistance in removing the after-effects
of foreign military aggression and in revitalizing the notional economy.

The Soviet

Government took the decision to transfer a large part of the funds o&tained through
the voluntary work of the Soviet people during the 'subbotnik' on 21 April 1979 to
the Vietnamese fund for removing the after-effects of the Chinese military
aggression.

"I would like to inform you that the Soviet Government has already decided

to assist Viet Nam to renovate its network of hydrometeorological stations damaged
during the aggression by implementing seven YAP projects and that it is at present
considering the possibility of increasing this assistance.
"I would like to call upon the participants at Congress to toke all the
necessary measures for providing assistance to Viet Nam for the renovation of its
Hydrometeorological Service."
The President appealed to the speakers to limit their interventions to the
policy and procedural aspects of the Voluntary Assistance Programme which was the
sub ject under discussion.
Mr. Wu Xueyi (China) mode the following statement:
"I am compelled to make this statement.

The Vietnamese delegate diverted

from the agenda and has created obstacles as the Eighth C9ngress is d-rawing to on
end.

During the Congress, earnest discussions have been conducted and positive

results achieved in an atmosphere 'of friendly co-operation and consultation up to
now.

The Chinese delegation has followed this spirit of friendly

consultation from the very beginning of the Congress.

co-operation and

However, the Vietnamese
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delegate in his speech today made an unbridledd rtttack on China, regardless of the
facts and revers-ing right and wrong, which consequently has resulted in an extremely

undesirable atmosphere.

We feel deep regret for this and hove to take the floor

to present a true picture of the facts.
"As is known to all, motivated by a certain desire, Viet Nom provoked the

recent armed conflicts along the Sino-Vietnamese borders.

The counter-attack in

self-defence, which the Chinese frontier troops were compelled to launch, was purely
and entirely for defence of the border areas of our motherland.

Hoving achieved the

target set for the counter-attack, all the Chinese frontier troops have withdrawn to
Chinese territories.

At" present, there is not a single Chinese soldier abroad.

Now,

however. it is none other than Viet Nam that is conducting aggression against other
countries.

It dispatched an aggressive

territory of Kampuchea.

ar~y

of more than 100,000 men to occupy the

Is it not self-explanatory who the aggressor is?

"The accusation lodged by the Vietnamese delegate that 'China launched an
aggressive war which destroyed the circuit between the two countries' does not
correspond to facts.

Abiding strictly by the agreement, Chino has accurately and

uninterruptedly sent Viet Nam a large quantiy of meteorological data and information
on time, as well as hydrological messages, in addition to holding irregular discussions on typhoon forecasts.

Since the latter half of 1975, when the Sino-

Vietnamese circuit was included in the WWW Plan as a regional circuit, Chino has been
strictly following the regulations and the agreement, and has provided Viet Nom with
a large amount of meteorological data and information.

But, during the post two years,

the Vietnamese side has incessantly carried out, at the instigation of the Soviet Union,
armed provocation and hostile actions along our border areas and sent armed personnel
to invade our territories, thus posing a serious threat to the peace and security of
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our border areas cnd finally leading to the eventual suspension of the meteorological
circuit between the two countries.
solely by the Vietnamese side.

This regrettable situation was brought about

At the expense of their people's suffering, the

Vietnamese authorities do not hesitate on the one hand to spend a huge amount of
money and materials in conducting aggressions against their neighbouring countries;
on the other hond, it is begging for more assistance, and that, we consider, is fully
unjustified.
"China has always maintained that disputes between countries should be solved

through negotiation on the bosis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence.
The recent Sino-Vietnamese talks in Hanoi at vice-ministerial level were started as a
result of the proposal initiated by Chino.

China and Viet Nom supported each other

and established a profound friendship in the post long-standing revolutionary
struggles.
ship.

The Chinese Government and people al.ways treasure this tradi1;ionol friend-

The Chinese Government Delegation put forward an eight-point principle propo-

sal, sincerely hoping that pro_blems could be solved, relations between the two countries improved, and peace and tranquility

along the border areas secured.

The

Vietnamese authorities put forward the so-called 'three-point proposal' which evades
the essential problems and only serves as fraud.

This fully demonstrates that the

Vietnamese side is locking in sincerity for negotiation.
"These are plain facts.

We hope that the Vietnamese delegate would respect

the facts and stop interfering in the correct proceeding

of the Congress."

The President appealed again to the speakers to limit their comments strictly
to the agenda item and document under discussion.
Mr. Rodriguez NUhez (Cuba) proposed to add the following sentence at the end
of paragraph 4.3.1.5 on page 2 of Appendix A to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 53:
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"It also noted with concern the destruction of weather stations in the territories
of Viet Nom resulting from foreign aggression."

The President put the proposal to the vote by show of hands.

The proposal made

by

Mr. Rodriguez NGnez was not accepted.

Draft Resolution 4.3/1 (Ca-VIII) and the draft text for inclusion in the
general summary contained in Appendices B and A to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 53
respectively were adopted as amended above.

49.

Other WMO assistance progrommes (Agenda item 4.4)

(Cg-VIII!PINK 44)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VIIIjPINK 44.
The President proposed the addition of the sentence "Further decisions of

Congress on this subject ore given in paragraph 8.4.2 under agenda item 8" at the
end of paragraph 4.4.8 on page 2 of the appendix to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 44.
It was so a9reed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 44 was adopted as amended.
50.

Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A), introducing Document Cg-VIII/PINK 52,
proposed the addition of the sentence "Congress appreciated very much the assistance
given to these programmes by UNDP, VAP and FIT."

to the end of paragraph 6.1 of

Appendix A to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 52.
It was so agreed.
Draft Resolution 6/1 (Cg_VIII) given in Appendix 8 and the draft text for
inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 52
were adopted as amended.
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51.

*"",*,,"",;;;.,~r"0'1fra,,m,,,m,,,,e (Agenda

item

7.2)

Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 46
and mode the following amendments concerning the pink cover sheet:
Under paragraph 4, on page 4, delete the last item concerning the
eighth session of the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology;
Under paragraph 4, on page 3, add to the first entry under "Remarks"
and after the word "ICAO" the following phrase:

"plus five doys

separate session";

Include the updated programme of sessions and of invitations for

hosting them given in paragraph 4 and with the amendments indicated
above as on annex to the appendix to Document Cg-VlIljPINK 46,
It was so agreed.
Mr. Tokatly (Israel) noted that the draft programme for 1980-1983 presented
a particular concentration of sessions of technical commissions during the yeor 1981,
which would result in difficulties for Members to ensure proper representation at
each.

He recommended the introduction of some omendments to the programme in order to

alleviate this problem.
The President proposed that the Secretary-General should prepare a text to
reflect the comments made by Mr. Tokotly for inclusion in a new paragraph 7.2.4 at
the end of the appendix to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 46.
The Secretary-General proposed the following text for the new paragraph 7.2.4:
"It was noted that the provisional programme for the year 1981 was very concentrated

and every effort should be made to make this programme less concentrated."
It was so agreed.
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The draft text for inclusion in the general summary contained in the

appendix to Document Ca-VIII/PINK 46 was adopted as amended.
52.

Publications pro,ramme (Agenda item 7.3)

(Gg-VIII/PINK 47
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A), introducing
Document Cg-VIlrjPINK 47, proposed that the lost paragraph 7.3.3 in Appendix A to the
document be transposed to become paragraph 7.3.1 and that the two other paragraphs
be renumbered accordingly.

It was so agreed.
Draft Resolution 7.3/1 (Ca-VIII) and its annex given in Appendix B and the

draft text for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A to

Document Ca-VIII/PINK 47 were adopted
53.

0$

amended.

Public Information Programme (Agenda item 7.4)

(GgCVIII/PINK 50)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman af Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 50.
Draft Resolution 7.4/1 (Cs-VIII) given in Appendix B and the draft text
for inclusion in the general summary contained in Appendix A to
Document Cg-VIII!PINK 50 were adopted without comment.

54.

~~~~r.0~f~t~h~e~~~~~~Re~u~l~a~t~i~o~n~s (Agenda item 10.2)
B
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) explained that Appendix B to

Document Cg-VIII/PINK 9, comprising the annex to draft Resolution 10.2/1 (Cg-VIII),
was not available for technical reasons when the resolution itself was adopted by
Congress at the seventh plenary meeting.

He further pointed out that on the cover

sheet of the French version, the title should be amended to read "Revision du
Reglement financier".
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The annex to draft Resolution 10.2/1 (eg-VIII), contained in

Document Ca-VIII/PINK 9, Appendix B, was adopted without comment.
55.

Consideration of the Working Capitol Fund (Agenda item 10.3)

(Cg_VIII/PINK 40)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 40.
Mr. McGilchrist (Jamaica) proposed that the word "borrowing" under

"AUTHORIZES (2)" in draft Resolution 10.3/2 (Cg-VIII) be replaced by "acquisition
of funds under the".

It was so agreed.
Mr. B6hme (German Democratic Republic) suggested that, to align the proposed
text for inclusion in .the general summary with draft Resolution 10.3/2 (Cg-VIII), the

words "which may represent over 25 per cent of the contributions of the Members."
be added at the end of paragraph 10.3.2.1 and that the first sentence of porograph 10.3.2.4 be amended to read:

"In its consideration of this matter, Congress

assomed that the late payment of the contribution assessed on some of its

~embers

as

mentioned above would be a problem of a short-term nature only."
It was so agreed.
Draft Resolution 10.3/2 (Ca-VIII) and the text for inclusion in the general
summary, contained in Appendices B and A to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 40, were adopted
as amended.
56.

IMO Fond (Agenda item 10.5)
(Cg-VIII/PINK 38)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 38,
Mr. Langlo (Norway), with a view to introducing a change in the existing

conditions for the award of the IMO Prize, proposed the following amendments to
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after "NOTING", the insertion of "CONSIDERING

that the IMO Prize should be awarded for outstanding work in all fields covered by
the Convention,";

under "DECIDES (2) (0)", the addition of "ond all other fields

covered by the WMO Convention;" at the end of the phrase;

and under "REQUESTS (b)",

first sentence, the replacement of "or an account of some new advance." by "or other
field of interest covered by the WMO Convention.".

The President pointed out that the proposed amendments involved (] major
deviation from the spirit of the draft resolution and invited comments.
Mr. Cressman (U.S.A.) supported the motion which, he felt, would end
certain discrimination which had existed hitherto.
Mr. Mason (U.K.) was also in support of the proposal, which would encourage
participation of a larger number of candidates, eliminate resentment at the exclusion
of hydrologists, and add to the prestige of the Prize.
Mr. Rahmatullah (Pakistan) supported the proposed amendment for the -same
reason as Mr. Cressman.
Mr. Tokatly (Israel) observed that the amended wording of the res·olution
called for outstanding work in all fields of meteorology, which was obviously not
intended.
Mr. Das (India) agrl2!ed with the delegate of Israel and suggested the wording
any of the fields covered by the WHO Convention".
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) stated that the proposed
amendment corrected the imbalance which had existed between hydrology and meteorology
and that it therefore had his support.
Mr. Radinovic (Yugoslavia) mentioned that in his country the Hydrometeorological Service was responsible for activities in all the fields covered by WHO;
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he was of the view that the IMO Prize would be used correctly only if open to the
fields included in the proposed amendment.

Mr. Murithi (Kenya) remarked that since Sixth Congress, which had included
hydrology among the activities of the Organization, hydrologists hod been excluded
from competing for the IMO Prize.

He fully supported the proposed amendment.

Mr. Abayomi (Nigeria) was also in full support of the proposed amendment

and felt that a reference to Article 2 of the WHO Convention should be included
in the text.

Mr. Zillman (Australia) was of the opinion that the IMO Prize should be
preserved as previously and was basically in favour of a separate prize for hydrology.

To do justice to hydrology, however, he was prepared to accept the text proposed by
the delegate of Norway.
Mr. Stanchev (BUlgaria) pointed out that the adoption of the proposed amendment would ne_cessitate a change in- the relevant paragraph of Document PINK 13 dealing
with the praposal- for a WMO Prize in Hydrology which had been previously discussed
under agenda item 3.5.1.
The President suggested that the delegates of ·Canada, Federal Republic of
Germany, Norway and the United Republic of Cameroon might discuss the matter together
and prepare an appropriate text for discussion on the following day.

He also pro-

posed that the delegate of Norway should act as the convener of this group.
It was so agreed.

57.

Secretar]-General's contract (Agenda item 10.6)

(Cg-VIII PINK 29)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A), introducing
Document Cg-VIII/PINK 29, said that the document had been examined by the
Secretary-General elect, who had expressed his agreement.
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Draft Resolution 10/6.1, its annex. and the text to be included in the
general summary. contained in Document Ca-VIII/PINK 29, Appendices B and A
respectively, were adopted.
58.

Revision of the General Regulations (Agenda item 11.2)

(Cg VIII/PINK 45)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 45.
The President suggested the addition of the words "until Ninth Congress"

at the end of paragraph 11.2.9 of the text proposed for inclusion in the general
summary.
It was so agreed.

Draft Resolution 11.2/3 (eg-VIII), its annex, and the amended text for
inclusion in the general summary. contained in Appendices B. C and A respectively
to Document

59.

Ca-VIII/PINK 45. were adopted.

Requests for Membership of the Organization (Agenda item 11.5)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 48)
The President introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 48.
The proposed text for inclusion in the general summary. contained in the
appendix to Document Cg_VIII!PINK 48, was adopted.
60.

IHO Lecture and scientific discussions (Agenda item 13)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 34)
The President introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 34.
The proposed text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the
appendix to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 34, was adopted.
61.

the United Nations and other or anizations (Agenda item 8)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-VIII/PINK 51

and proposed adding at the end of the lost sentence of paragraph 8.1.2 of the text

TWELFTH

182

for inclusion in the general summary
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subject to the provision of Article 26 of

the WMO Convention."
Mr. Mbele-Hbonq (United Republic of Cameroon), having examined the UNHCR
definition of refugees, which he considered to be extremely wide, proposed amending
the last sentence of

~aragraph

8.4.2 to read ", •• should be used for training those

refugees for whom the UN General Assembly has specifically requested the specialized
agencies of the United Nations to provide assistance."

Mr. Degefu (Ethiopia) strongly supported the proposal made by

Mr. Mbele-Mbong, which he felt to be appropriate since the text under discussion
concerned recommendations addressed to the Organization by the United Nations.
Moreover, the UNHCR definition was extremely brood and therefore difficult for the
Secretariat to apply.
Mr. Abondah (Jordon) was also in favour of the proposal for the reason of
simplifying the selection of refugees.
Mr. Meroni (Switzerland) read out the UNHCR definition of refugees, which
he considered extremely important.

Switzerland did no.t restrict its aid to refugees

to certain categories and his delegation was unable to support the limitations implied
by the proposed amendment.

He appealed for careful reconsideration of the proposed

amendment.
The Pres-ident observed that the Organization was not equipped to aid all
refugees in general.

The text under consideration concerned action to be token by

the Organization in response to specific recommendations by the United Notions
General Assembly.

In his opinion, the proposal mode by Mr. Mbele-Mbong was useful.

Miss Martin Sane (France) stated that the proposed amendment raised serious
problems for the French delegation, which was against discrimination in the matter.
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The number of refugee candidates for meteorological training was not large and she
felt that the Secretariat would therefore have no difficulty in allocating funds
for the purpose.

As a matter of principle, she advocated leaving the draft text

as it stood.

The President did not consider that the proposed amendment implied discrimination and was of the view that on the other hand problems could arise from the
wide definition of refugees as contained in the text proposed in paragraph 8.4.2

of the appendix to Cg-VIII/PINK 51.
Mr. Hunaidi (Oman) felt that the concentration of attention on the definition
of refugees was out of place;

the matter was merely one of approving or deferring

action on the United Nations recommendation.

While fully respecting the views of the

other delegates, however, he realized that it would be impossible for the Organi_
zation to aid all refugees, and therefore supported the proposal made by the
delegate of the United Republic of Cameroon.
Mr. Stanchev (Bulgaria) agreed with the President's comments and felt it
essential to assist those refugees who might later contribute to the development of
their own national Services.

He supported the amendment proposed by Mr. Mbele-Mbong.

Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) also supported the proposed amendment, which he considered very constructive.
Mr. Ai-Sultan (Iraq) regretted the loss of time in competitions of words.
The matter had already been discussed by the United Nations and the amendment proposed
by Mr. Mbele-Mbong avoided the conflict between the Organization's limited means and
its possibilities for assisting refugees.

He supported the proposed omendment and

suggested that a decision be taken by a show of hands.
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The President pointed out that the amendment proposed by Mr. Mbele-Mbong
did not signify any restriction of WHO aid to the two categories of refugees mentioned at the beginning of paragraph 8.4.2.
Mr. Schulze (Federal Republic of Germany) stoted thot, since Committee A
had agreed on the text after long discussions, the debate taking place was super-

fluous.

He supported the views of the French and Swiss delegations.
The President remarked that he did not consider the debate to be superfluous

in view of the importance of the subject.
Mr. Collin (Canada) wished it to be recorded that the Canadian delegotion
looked on the allocation of fellowships as a humanitarian principle which gave WHO

the opportunity to encouroge refugee students, thus contributing to the strengthening of meteorql_ogy.

Considering that it was not necessary to re-examine the defini-

tion of refugees, he felt that the text should be left os it stood and supported
the delegations of Switzerland, France, and the Federal Republic of Germany.
Mrs. Caiina-Meiicano (Nicaragua) supported the statement by the Swiss
delegation that refugees from all countries should be eligible for fellowships and
proposed a decision be taken by a vote.
Mr. Benton (U.S.A.) supported the motion.

He wished, however, to go on record

as being in favour of the existing text, adding that his country owed much to refugees
from allover the world.

He considered it important to use the available resources

to aid refugees from all countries, without restriction.
Mr. Mittner (France) proposed that General Regulation 102 be applied and the
debate postponed to the following day.
The President asked for a show of hands by those in favour of and those
against the postponement of the debate.
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The proposal for the postponement of the debate was rejected.
Miss Martin Sane (France) requested a secret ballot on the vote on the
amendment proposed by Hr. Mbele-Mbong.
Mr. Simmen (Switzerland) seconded the motion.
At the invitation of the President, the delegates of Jamaica and the
United Republic of Tanzania acted as tellers.
The results of the vote were as follows:
Number of ballot papers:

103

Invalid balloh:

4

Abstention:

1

Number of votes obtained:
For the amendment:

54

Against the amendment:

44

The two-thirds majority required was thus not obtained and the proposed
amendment was therefore rejected.

The President explained that the next step would normally be

0

vote on the

existing text, which would also require a two-thirds majority for approval.

Since

the simple majority had been in favour of the amendment proposed by the delegate of
the United Republic of Cameroon, he thought that a compromise text might be occeptable and said that he would request the Secretory-General to read the text.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) said that, according to
General Regulation 62, a simple majority was sufficient.
The Secretary-General explained that decisions at Congress were governed
by Article 11 (b) of the Convention according to which a two-thirds majority of the
votes cast for and against was required in the matter under discussion.

He then read

the following proposed addition to the last sentence of paragraph 8.4.2:

due

attention being given however to those refugees for whom the United Nations
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General Assembly has specifically requested the specialized agencies of the
United Nations to provide assistance."

Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) requested suspension of the meeting in
accordance with General Regulation 103.
Mr. Desefu (Ethiopia) found the text proposed by the Secretary-General
acceptable if "due attention" were replaced by "priority".

Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) insisted that General Regulation 103 should
be applied.

A vote by show of hands was token and it was decided that the meeting

should continue.
The Secretory-Gene-ral read the suggested amendment which consisted of

adding the following text at the end of paragraph 8.4.2:

" ..• particular attention

being given however to those refugees for whom the United Nations General Assembly
has specifically requested the specialized agencies of the United Notions to
provide assistance."
The President asked for a show of hands by those in favour of and those
against the text given by the Secretary-General.
The amendment to the last sentence of paragraph 8.4.2 given by the
Secretary-General was approved.
The text for inclusion in the general summary, contained in the appendix
to Document Cq_VIII/PINK 51, was adopted as amended.
The meeting rose at 7.30 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING
25 May 1979 at 9,30 a.m.
The President of WMO opened the meeting at 9.30 a.m.
62.

Approval of the Minutes (Agenda item 1.6)

(Cg-VIII/MIN. 1; 1 CORR. 1, 2; 2 CORR. 1,
3;

3 CORR. 1 and 2,

4,

5)

The President referred to the provisional Minutes of the first, second,
third, fourth and fifth plenary meetings, together with corrections issued.
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) requested the Secretariat to try to ensure that the

Minutes of Congress reflected accurately the statements of individual delegates in

all working languages of the Organization.

He added that documents produced by the

Secretariat, in -particular the PINK documents, should be identical in all working
languages.

The Secretory-General explained that it was understandable that some discrepancies should occur among the different language versions, having regard to the
speed at which the documents had to be produced.

He pointed out that it would be of

great assistance if delegates brought any such linguistic discrepancies to the attention of the Secretariat which would then ensure that the different language versions
were in mutual agreement.

As regards the Minutes, he said that it would be af great

assistance if speakers could provide the Secretariat, whenever possible, with the
texts of their statements.
No further comments followed and the Minutes for the first, second and third
plenary meetings were adopted as amended.

The Minutes of the fourth and fifth plenary

meetings were approved without any amendments.
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63.

the President of the Or onization (Agenda item 2.1)
Doc. 105; 105 ADD. 1
The President in taking up these documents stated that he had been informed

by the delegation of Yugoslavia that it wished to be added to the list of Memher-

countries co-sponsoring draft Resolution 2.1/1 (Gg-VIII) - Tribute to the
Secretary-General - as contained in Cg-VIII/Doc. 105.
Mr. Reudink {Netherlands Antilles} said that his country also wished to be

associated with co-sponsoring the resolution in order to express the deep feelings
and appreciation of his country for the outstanding manner in which the
Secretory-General haa served the Organization.

U HIe (Burma) said that his country also wished to be associated with the
resolution.

He stated tnat his country held the Secretary_General in great esteem for

his services and his sympathetic understanding of the problems of developing countrJes.
Mr. Rubiato (Spain) said that his delegation also wished to be associated
with co-sponsoring the resolution, the omission of the name of his country from the
co-sponsors of the resolution being due entirely to the fact that his delegation had
not been contacted in the matter.

He added, on a personal note, that it had been an

honour and a privilege for him to work with Dr. Davies for many years in the WMO
Secretariat.

Mr. ~ (Turkey) said that his country also wished to be associated
with the list of co-sponsoring countries.
Mr. Roll (Chile) said that his delegation also wished to be associated with
the list of co-sponsoring countries.
Mr. In Ki Yang (Republic of Korea) said that his country also wished ta be
associated with the list of co-sponsoring countries.
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The President apologized to all those delegations which had not been contacted on the draft resolution and explained that it was in fact his intention to
contact each and every delegation but unfortunately time did not permit him to do so.
The President continued by saying that the purpose of

the document was to

pay tribute to Dr. Davies, Secretory-General, who would be retiring from his post at
the end of the year.

Further explanation of the document was hardly necessary since

over 100 Member countries hod sponsored it.

It would be sufficient to say that the

document recalled the long association of Dr. Davies with WMO since the time of the
First Congress in 1951, initially as a member of the Executive Committee and then as
Secretary-General for 24 years.

The document recognized that Dr. Davies had carried

out his duties in a manner which merited the highest praise and commendation.
recalled that he had rendered outstanding services to the World

It

M~teorological

Organization and thus to the cause of international co-operation and understanding t
and finally proposed to confer upon him the honorary title of Secretary-General
Emeritus.
The President said that it was hardly necessary for him to add that this
proposal had his fullest support.
formulation and development.

Indeed/ he had been closely associated with its

He recalled that Dr. Davies had attended the First

Congress in 1951 in Paris as a Principal Delegate and that he was elected as the first
president of Regional Association I (Africa) and was, therefore, a member of the
Executive Committee from the beginning of WMO.

He was appointed Secretary-General by

Second Congress in 1955 and was re-appointed at Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and
Seventh Congresses.

He had, therefore, been serving as Secretary-General for 24 years

and for four years prior to that he served as president of a Regional Association and
as a member of the Executive Committee, making a total of 28 years' service to the
World Meteorological Organization.
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The President said further that during the whole of this period, particularly
since 1955, he had played a major role in guiding the affairs of the Organization.

He

had shown outstanding initiative and skill in meeting the continually increasing
responsibilities of the post and demonstrated at all times high qualities of understanding, impartiality and sound judgment.

Those who had worked closely with him, as

he hod hod the pleasure of doing for the past eight years as President of the

Organization, would also be familiar with the unsparing and unstinting personal
devotion with which he hod served the couse of international friendship and cooperation.·
nition.

He had a record of service wortny of WMO's gratitude and high recog-

For these reasons, the President said he Wqs very happy and grateful that

Congress had decided to honour Dr. Davies in this way.

He felt it would be clear

from the number of sponsors of the resolution that it had the overwhelming support of
Congress.
The President then invited Congress to approve the proposal by acclamation.
The proposal was accepted by acclamation.
The Secretary-General, in reply, Illode the following statement:
"Mr. President, distinguished delegates, my dear colleagues:
"I

~ould

be less than human if I were not deeply touched and profoundly

moved at this moment - and I am grateful to you all.
"You have today accorded me an honour and a distinction which, by the very
nature of things, can be afforded to but few.
"You have done so, moreover,

in a way which can leave no doubt in my mind

as to the warmth and sincerity of the action you have taken.
"The generous tributes to my work for WMO which are contained in the resolution itself - and the sponsorship of the resolution by over 100 delegations - have
naturally touched me profoundly.
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"This is, therefore, for me a memorable occasion - an unforgettable event.
"There is at a moment such as this a natural temptation to indulge in

reminiscing;

to refer, for example, to my relationship with all the post Presidents

and Vice-Presidents of the Organization - and all the other distinguished figures
who have served on the Executive Committee or who have served the couse of WHO in
other ways.

And the list of such as these would be very long and very prestigious.

"It is no less tempting to review the steady progress of WHO since its early
doys.

To talk of the early joys of finding that being a specialized agency opened

the doors of the UNDP to WHO and with it the possibility of giving meteorological
help to the developing countries of the world for the first time.
"To talk of the turning-point in our science marked by the advent of
outer-space techniques and the creation of what was then a bold new concept - a truly
global operational programme to which we gave the name World Weather Watch - and so
on.

I could talk on such things at great length - but this I feel is not the time

or place.
"Let me therefore be content with stressing just one factor which it seems
to me emerges clearly from any review of our past history.
"It is that meteorology can only flourish in a spirit of friendly inter-

national co_operation between the countries of the world.
"If WHO has made good progress (cnd it certainly has), one of the most sig-

nificant reasons is that we have developed the ability to work together in a friendly
and constructive and effective manner.
"Without this we could have achieved little or nothing.

This Congress is

itself a good example of what I mean.
"I may add that I like to feel that by showing that we meteorologists can
work together in harmony, we may perhaps be rendering a service {however modest it may
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be) to the cause of international co-operation and understanding in a much wider
context - and in a much broader sense than meteorology itself.
"But, as I have said, this is no time to reminisce.
"To return to the present, let me then express my very deep and sincere

thanks to you, Mr. President, for your constant support and friendship and also to
the Vice-Presidents of the Organization - and indeed to all participants present here

today.
"Some of you, I have known for many years - others ore relatively newcomers

to WMO affairs.

But I thank you all very sincerely whether as old friends or as new.

"let me also convey my thanks to the staff of the WHO Secretariat.

"I

am

proud to hove been the leader of such an efficient and devoted team -

and much of whatever credit may be bestowed upon the Secretary-General at this time
must certainly go to them - to my friends and colleagues in the WHO Secretariat.
"Following the good exam·ple of our President-elect, may I introduce a more
personal note by saying that much of the credit for whatever contribution I may have
made to WMO must go to my wife - whom many of you know.

She has been a tower of

s.trength to me at all times.
"That is all I wish to soy, Mr. President.
"As a final word, may I repeat my heartfelt thanks to you Mr. President and
to all participants - and my deep appreciation of the high honour you have conferred
on me.
"May I also in all sincerity express my best wishes for the future success
of our Organization ond of the new Secretary-General, Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, in the service
of all the Members - and in the couse of international understanding and co-operation.
"Thank you."
The President then invited Mr. Zoupanos, representative of the United
Notions, to toke the floor.
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Mr. Zoupanos (United Nations) then made the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, -distinguished delegates:

"It is indeed a special privilege for me to join in the tribute being paid
to your retiring Secretary-General, Dr. Davies.
"On behalf of the United Nations I wish most emphatically to express our

admiration to Dr. Davies for his devotion to the couse of international co-operation,

for his skill, his wisdom, his hard work and the very important contributions he has
made to the cammon effort in which we are engaged.
"Dr. Davies has been held in the highest esteem, not least because of his

initiatives in the context of the highest inter-Secretariat body - the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination which

consi~ts

of the heads of all the specialized

agencies and is presided over by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
"This may not be the time to list in detail the accomplishments of
Dr. Davies but I think we should all remember and keep in mind that you, as on
Organization, can be very proud of what Dr. Davies, as head of WHO, has accomplished.
I should like to wish Dr. Davies happiness in his future pursuits and I would like
him to know that the United Nations has taken note of his record of which he can be
justly proud.

At this moment, may I, Mr. President, express to you personally our

appreciation of the dexterity and the wisdom and the patience with which you have led
this Organization over the past eight years.

I personally have hod the opportunity

to bear witness to the magnificent way in which you managed to settle difficult
problems "and to appreciate the inspiration and guidance that you have provided.
"Our wishes finally go to the Secretary-General elect and to the new
President who have very important tasks to carry out and who I am sure will be worthy
of their distinguished predecessors.
"Thank you, Mr. President."
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The President thanked Mr. Zoupanos for his very kind words and assured him
that the future work of the Organization would continue in a spirit of full cooperation with the United Nations.
64.

Co-o erotion with the United Nations and other or anizations

Agenda item 8 continued

(Cg-VIII/PINK 51)
The President recalled that the document had already been discussed in a
previous plenary meeting when paragraphs 8;1.1 to 8.4.2 inclusive had been con-

sidered and invited comments on the rest of the text.
There being no comments, Congress adopted paragraphs 8.4.3 to 8.6.2 for
inclusion in the geneIal summary.

65.

Consolidated Ie art on amendments to- the Technical Re ulations
Agenda item 2.4

(Cg-VIII/PINK 30)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced his report as contained
in Document eg_-VIII/PINK_ 30 and announced the following corrections.
of page 11 of the document should read:
to read:".
"Note:

"and add new

[A.2.y

The last line

4.1.1 and

[A.2.i/ 4.1.2

On pages 15 and 26 the paragraph starting "Note:" should read:

Guidance on the use of these units is given in the International Meteorological

Tables (WHO-No,188) and in ISO Standards Handbook 2, 1979, Units of measurement."
On page 34 of the document under item 50,

"% mass" should be deleted.

Mr. Lingelbach also stated that .the French version of Document Cg-VIII/PINK 30
was not in accordance with the English version.
Secretariat would take care of this matter.

He explained, however, that the

He wished to express his appreciation to

Mr. Durget (New Caledonia) for his untiring efforts as chairman of the subcommittee
that dealt in depth with this subject.
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There being no comments, Congress adopted, as corrected. draft

Resolution 2.4/1 (Ca-VIII) and its annex and paragraphs 2.4.1 to 2.4.10 for
inclusion in the general summary.

67.

ca-o erotia" activities (Agenda item 4.5)

Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced his report as contained
in Document Cg_VIIIjPINK 43 and proposed to amend paragraph 4.5.3, sixth line, by
replacing the words "regular budget" by tile words "respective budgets".

Moreover,

the word "VAP" in the second and fourth lines of the some paragraph should be re-

placed by the word "VCP".

There being no comments, Consress adopted. as amended. paragraphs 4.5.1
to 4.5.4 for inclusion in the general summary.
68.

Regional activities (Agenda item 5.2)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 56;

56 CORR. 1)

Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced his report as contained
in Documents Cg-VIII/PINK 56 and 56 CORR. 1.
Mr. Aguilar Anguiano (Mexico) said that during the discussions at the
committee stage a proposal was tabled that the Regional Directors should be given the
grade 0.1.

Regions III and IV were aware of the effort put in by the present Director

of the Regional Office and he suggested that as a reward for these services the post
should be made 0.1.

He explained that promotion to this position would not involve

too great an increase in budgetary allocations.

If a cost/benefit analysis were done,

he felt that it would be very clear that the benefits derived from the post of
Regional Director by his country would far outweigh the cost.
He felt that this situation applied to many other Latin American countries.
He appealed to Congress to consider this proposal which would mean an increase in
expenditure for the next financial period of $31,000.

He mentioned that this
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proposal also applied to Regional Association I as well as other Regional Directors
in order to do justice to the work carried out by them.

Mr. Roll (Chile), speaking on behalf of the president of RA III, stated that
the delegate of Mexico had presented the case clearly and that he fully supported the
proposal of giving the Regional Director of RA III the grade 0.1.

Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) said in reply that his Committee
had had a thorough discussion on this point and the general feeling was that the

posts should indeed be D.l, and that he understood that Committee B was also of the
some opinion.

He said, however, that solely due to the financial limitations it was

not possible to upgrade these posts in the next financial period.
The President thanked Mr. Lingelbach, chairman of Committee A, for explaining
the reasons behind the recommendation.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentino) recognized the difficulties that the Organization
faced and suggested that a solution to this problem would be to add a new paragx-aph 5.2.1.8 in PINK 56 with the following text:

"At the request of the delegates

from Latin American countries, the Congress recommends to the Secretary-General to
consider the possibility of paying due attention to the wishes of the Latin American
countries to grant the grade D.I to the Director of the Regional Office, taking into
account budgetary possibilities and the flexibility for the structure of the
personnel. "
The President said that before Congress decided on thIs proposal it would be
necessary to find out from the financial point of view whether it was acceptable.
continued that, if it were acceptable, then he wished to know if other Regional
Associations would wish to follow a similar course.
He then asked the_ delegate of Argentina to stipulate whether his amendment
was for the eighth financial period or not.

He
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Mr. Echeveste (Argentina), in reply to the question, said that. his amendment
did refer to the next financial period.

He explained that the increase would amount

to only $31 000 during the period and could be accommodated within the total WHO
Regular Budget as agreed for the period 1980-1983.
The President proposed that the amendment submitted by the delegate of
Argentina should be considered when the budget was discussed.
Mr. Abayomi (Nigeria) agreed with the suggestion of the President.
It was so agreed.

Mr. Degefu (Eth~opio) then made the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, dear colleagues:
"My delegation would like to express its satisfaction with the decision of

Congress to transfer the Regional Office for Africa to a suitable location in Africa.
While this long outstanding problem has been

r~solved,

there remains the question of

finding a suitable location for the office within the Region where the office can
best serve the Members of the Region.

In this connexion I have pleasure to inform

Congress that the Provisional Military Government of Socialist Ethiopia is willing to
host the

~10

Regional Office for Africa in Addis Ababa.

My delegation would also like

to inform Congress that the seat of the Economic Commission for Africa r the OAU and
the Regional Resident Representative of the UN are in Addis Ababa, and recognizing
the close working relationship that the WHO Regional Office for Africa has with
these offices, I believe that it will be ideal if it is decided to locate the seat of
this office in Addis Ababa.
"Thank yoU, Mr. President,"
The President thanked the delegate of Ethiopia for his kind offer and
assured him that when the decision was made as to the location of the Regional Office
in RA I, his offer would be taken into account.
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69.

Questions concernin

the Convention (Agenda item 11.1)

Cg-VIII PINK 60
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) introduced his report on this item

as contained in Document Cg-VIII/PINK 60.
The President, in quoting from General Regulation 58, explained that any
delegate may request a roll-call if Congress wished to vote on the amendments to the
Convention contained in Cg-VIII/PINK 60-,

Mr. Benton (U.S.A.) made the following statement:
"The United States strongly supports the independence of th-e Namibian

people and is working in the United Nations to achieve this objective, in aqcordance

with UN Security Council Resolution 385 (January 1976).
"We do not believe, however, that the couse of Namibia's independence will be
advanced through the amendment of the WHO Convention to allow for membership by the
UN Council for Namibia.

Simply stated, the problem before us is whether we shall

amend our Convention, which defines the conceptual basis and technical purposes of
our Organization, in order to make a political point.
"The Congress of WHO is not the General Assembly of the United Nations.
The WHO is a scientific and technical agency with objectives which are fundamentally
non-political.

Our great strength in the post has been our dedication to scientific

and technical objectives which benefit the peoples of the entire world.
"The United States has consistently opposed politicizing the specialized
agencies of the UN, and cannot support a purely political change in our Convention,
no matter how much we sympathize with the couse that motivates its submission.
Furthermore, this change in our Convention would set a particularly bod precedent,
which may open the doors of our Orgonization to entities not qualified in terms of
meteorological services or other respects.
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"Fellow delegates, the United States believe_ that this matter is of sub-

stantial importance to the future of the WHO.

We therefore request that the issue of

amending the WMO Convention be brought to a secret vote.

I am convinced that our

misgivings concerning the politicol nature of the amendment is shared by many
delegations."
The President thanked Mr. Benton for his statement and reminded delegates
that for a vote by secret ballot two or more delegations present at the meeting would
have to demand it.

Miss Freemon (Australia) then made the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, delegates:
"I believe that a short explanation of the manner in which the Australian

delegation will cast its vote on the resolution concerning amendments to Article 3
and Article 34 of the Convention is in order.
"Australia will support these amendments in order to allow Namibia to become
a Member of WMO.
"An overriding

consideration is the immediate purpose of the amendments and

the important and added encouragement they will give to the Namibian people in their
search for independence in -a free and united country.

Australia

hOSt

of course t

already supported proposals for Namibian membership of other international bodies.
"The Australian Government's policies on the issues of decolonization t
racism and human rights, as exemplified in its membership of the Council of Namibia,
do not require elaboration at this time.

I should soy that ·we see the present reso-

lution as giving continuing expression to these policies.
"This is not to say that w.e have acted without some reservations of a technical and practical nature.

As a matter of record and with respect to possible
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comparable proposals in other international organizations in the future, we should

stote that we will be looking at these proposals on their merits, having regard to the
particular circumstances of each case,

In WHO's case, we would have preferred to see

an amendment limited specifically to Namibia and it should be recorded that our
support for this amendment is on the basis that we reserve our position of any futUre

applications for admission of territories to WMO, which we will assess strictly on
their individual merits.
"As the position of my Government is clear and as a member of this

Organization has requested a secret ballot on this item relating to the amendment
of the Convention - on important issue - my delegation would support that request."
Mr. Diphaha (Botswana) made the following statement:
"Mr. President:
"I did not believe it would be necessary for' me to take the rostrum to speak
01')

the draft resolution before .us.

1- have, however, been compelled to do so as a

result of a number of misconceptions regarding the intention of this draft resolution.
"Mr. President, you may wish to know t_hat

my

Government has taken a keen

interest in the developments in Namibia.
"Mr. President, the borders of Namibia and Botswana are contiguous.
people of Nam_ibia speak many languages;
the national longuage of Botswana.
my Government in the Namibian" issue.
Namibia.

The

one of these languages, Mr. President, "is

You will, therefore, appreciate the interest of
We -are keen to see a peaceful transition in

The people in Namibia, like all of us, would like to see the day of freedom,

justice and equality.
"Mr. President, the draft resolution before us has the sale purpose of facilitating the admission of the Council of Namibia into WMO.

The United Nations Council
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In oHler words, it is

for Namibia is the de jure administering authority in Namibia.

the only recognized legal authority in matters relating to Namibia.
"When we talk about Namibia, we are talking about the sum total of that which

makes up the country called Namibia and this includes the meteorological services in
that country.

There can, therefore, be no doubt that the Council for Namibia more

than qualifies for membership of WHO.
"Mr. President, it has been stated that the draft resolution before us is

a political issue.

This is not correct.

The resolution is purely designed to enable

the Council for Namibia to toke an active part in the affairs of WMO.

Our interest

is in the development of the meteorological services in Namibia and this can only be
done through the only recognized legal outhori ty in Namibia - the UN Council for
Namibia.

I therefore urge distinguished delegates to support the droft resolution

before us.

This support, Mr. President, will be- for

0

purely technical motter of

course ond should not be interpreted in a monner that lends itself to anything
political.

"Mr. President, the draft re,solution is on innocent one.
sincere intentions have been soiled by a "politicol" lobel.

Unfortunately its

We are sincere and

specific in stating that the sole purpose is to facilitate the admission of the
Council for Namibia only into WHO, and here we stress only the Council for Namibia.
We have no intention of going beyond the Council for Namibia.

We have nothing else

in mind except the said Council.
"Thank you, Mr. President."
Mr. Hickman (New Zealand) mode the following statement:
"Mr. President, delegates;
"Since we expressed reservations during discussion of this item in Committee,
I should like to toke this opportunity to clarify New Zealand's position.
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"New Zealand fully supports efforts to achieve a peaceful transition to

independence for Namibia and considers thot the Namibian people should be represented

in appropriate international fora.

We have thus voted in favour of full membership

of the UN Council for "Namibia in the IlO, FAO and Unesco.
"We are however concerned that it has been necessary to amend the WHO

Convention to accommodate this particular case.

We understand that this course of

action was not necessary to allow member$hip of the UN Council for Namibia in the
other UN specialized agencies that I have mentioned.
"The WMO -Convention, if amended as proposed, would be much more difficult

t-o administer i f we ore to preserve the historical arid technical reasons for our
existence.
"Notwithstanding these reservations and for reasons of consistency with our
support for the- UN· Counc).l for Namibia in other fora l we shall vote in ft;Jvour of the
amendment to the C-o_nvention.
"If the amendments do become part of our Convention, -future applications
for membership -,will need _to be very carefully examined - and we believe that they
will be - by the Secretariat, the Executive Committee and by Congress - in the
context of all the provisions of the new Articles 3 and 34.
"In supporting -the proposed amendmerits, we are very aware of the additional
responsibility that their application ,:"il~ place on us 011."
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) sa·id'that he understood that
the object of the proposed amendment to the WMO Convention was to allow the United
Nations Council for Namibia to qualify for full Membership of WMO and that other
organizations had already admitted that Council to full mem~ership, and that without
that amendment it was not possible to admit the Council for Namibia to full
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His delegation consequently wished to support the proposed amend-

ments to the Convention with the sale effect of allowing the UN Council for Namibia
to qualify for full Membership of WMO.

He believed that the delegate for Australia

had eloquently clarified the issue before Congress, namely, -humanitarian considera-

tions, and it was on those grounds that he also based his support.

It Was clearly

understood that any application for Membership on the basis of this amendment should
be studied as a "per case" basis.

Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) then made the following statement:
"Mr. President, distinguished delegates:
"At every Congress with great pride we examine the progress in this

Organization and all the branches and all the-directions of its activities and every
time we emphasize with great pleasure the growing increased expansion in the composition of this Organization in terms of new Members;

and with particular pleasure

do we emphasize that this expansion of the Organization is due to nations that have
newly emerged, that are newly independent.

It would be extremely gratifying for us

to be able to welcome the UN Council for Namibia as a full fledged Member of this
Organization with all the consequences that would result therefrom.

My delegation

fully supports the contents of PINK 60 and the draft resolution on this matter."
Mr. Acharya (Zambia) stated that his delegation strongly supported draft
Resolution 11.1/2 (Cg-VIII).

He said that the United Nations Council for Namibia

was located in lusaka, Zambia, and had been functioning very efficiently for a number
of years.

The United Nations had requested in a number of resolutions, in a general

way, the admission of that Council as a full Member into all the specialized agencies.
In order that WHO might do that, it had been found necessary to make [] very minor
amendment to Articles 3 and 34 of the Convention and by so doing Congress was only
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clearing the way for the Council to come in if it so desired.

Congress was only

keeping the door open in deference to the wishes of the United Nations.

By keeping

open the door of WMO for that Council, Congress was in no way prejudicing the large

effort to he carried out now to find a political solution to that difficult problem
which he hoped would soon be found.

The Council for Namibia was established to

administer the territory of Namibia only until its independence.

Once independence

was achieved, the Council would cease to exist and it would no longer be a Member of
WHO.

As for setting a precedent, he was glad to say that fortunately there were

only very few territories still left without- independence, and in the particular
situation of Namibia there was none.

He said that no harm would be done to the

Organization by passing the resolution and at the same time Congress would be complying with the request of the United Nations.

He asked all Members to support the

draft resolution.
Mr. Dos (Indio) stated that the position of his delegation was to support
the Cldmi$sion of the United Nations Council for Namibia as a full Member of WMO.-

His

delegation would, therefore, like to support the proposed amendment to the Convention,
especially Articles 3 and 34.
Mr. ~ (Senegal) said that his delegation associated itself with the
statement made by the delegate of Botswana, supported by the delegate of the United
Republic of Cameroon, and stated that his. delegation was in favour of admitting the
UN Council for Namibia as a Member of the Organization.
Mrs. Reyes-Retana (Mexico) made the following statement:
"Mr. President:
"The Mexican delegation wishes to support the admission of the United
Nations Council for Namibia to WHO.

We have always been in favour of recognizing the

Council for Namibia in 011 the specialized bodies of the United Nations. II
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Miss Hartin-Sane (France) stated that the French Government had always been
particularly sensitive to the problems of the people of Namibia and was, together
with other governments within the United Nations, trying to find a solution as soon
as possible.

Her intervention was in order to correct certain interpretations that

might have slipped into the statements made by some delegates including that of
New Zealand.

She soid that if paragraph (9) in Article 3 was adopted as well as

paragraph (c) in Article 34, then the two poragraphs would, of course, apply to
Namibia.

From the moment the text was approved neither the Congress nor Members of

the Organization or the

~xecutive

Committee would have anything to sayi

on the

bosis of a simple notification there would be an automatic admission of the organization in question, so that the amendment went much further than some speakers had
indicated.

It did not apply to Namibia only, it might apply to other cases as well

and there would no longer be any possibility for that assembly or Members of the
Organization or the Executive Committee to express themselves on the admission of any
further members on the basis of the proposed amendments to the Convention.

She soid

that her explanation was offered to avoid any misunderstanding or confusion.
Mr. Lifiga (United Republic of Tanzania) said that his delegation would like
to fully associate itself wIth the spirit of draft Resolution 11.1/2 (Cg-VIII) the
reason for which was a request from the United Notions General Assembly.

Throu.gh

that draft resolution the Congress was seeking to admit the UN Council for Namibia
as a Member of WHO.

The draft resolution was not intended to politicize that

specialized agency but to assist the Council for Namibia, which was the legal administrative authority of that country, to prepare the people of Namibia in the various
technical and specialized fields so that when independence came to that country the
people would be ready "to play their role in the various socia-economic activities.
His delegation noted that WHO was not the only specialized agency of the United Nations,

THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING

206

and other specialized agencies had considered the question and had taken a favourable position.

His delegation requested, therefore, that Congress should look at the

draft resolution in the spirit in which the United Nations General Assembly wished
i t to do so in order that it might admit the UN Council for Namibia to prepare the

people for independence.
Mr. Aboyomi (Nigeria) said that the question of

a~mission

of the Council

for Namibia as a Member of WHO had been vigorously discussed in the past in
Executive Committee meetings where he hod played a dominant role in championing the
couse for this admission.

He confirmed that the Nigerian delegation fully supported

the draft resolution for the admission of the Council for Namibia as a Member of WMO.
Mr. Rahmatullah (Pakistan) supported the amendments to Article 3 and
Article 34 of the Convention as the United Nations Council for Namibia was the only
legal authority for that country.
Mr. Degefu (Ethiopia) said that one of the main purposes of WMO was to
encourage and promote w:,rld-wide co-operation in making meteorological observations
and exchange of that information among Members.

Furthermore, the aim of the World

Weather Watch programme was to monitor the weather system over the globe and take
meteorological observations over the globe and make those observations available for
various applications and research.

WMO could not achieve that goal by excluding

certain portions of the globe and creating deficiencies in the availability of
meteorological information.

WMO should encourage world-wide participatio_n in those

activities so that the aims of the World Weather Watch would be achieved.

The amend-

ment of the Convention was to encourage that world-wide participation by admitting
the UN Council for Namibia to Membership of WMO.

He said that if Congress adopted

the proposed amendments, i t would add a new chapter to the fulfilment of the
objectives of the WMO.

Therefore, the Ethiopian delegation fully supported the amend-

ments to the Convention of WMO tabled in draft Resolution 11.1/2 (Cg-VIII).
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Mr. McGilchrist (Jamaica) underlined his Government's very strong support
for the amendments.

He wanted to make it very clear that the matter was of great

interest to the wider international community.

Jamaica had always supported the just

struggle of the Namibian people for freedom and independence.

That contribution hod

been material and moral and hod been shared by other West Indies nations and peoples
in the fight against apartheid.

This had been duly recognized by the fact that a

special session of the 'United Nations Committee Against Apartheid was being held in
Kingston, Jamaica, that week.

In the ligl1t of that and in view of General Assembly

Resolution 32/9, as well.os the fact that the United Notions Council for Namibia was
already a member of other specialized agencies, his delegation stzongly commended the
amendments to the Convention, as it was only by such international recognition of the
Council for Namibia which, as the delegates of Botswana and Tanzania had reminded
Congress, was the recognized legal authority for Namibia, that further international
pressure could be placed on the racist regime in Pretoria to ensure that Namibia
achieved full and complete independence.
Mr. Andrade (Angola), Mr. Tuvdendori (Mongolia) and Mr. Wu Xueyi (China)
stated their support for the proposed amendments to Articles 3 and 34 of the Convention
contained in draft Resolution 11.1/2 (Cg-VIII).
Mr. Yabi (Benin) said that he believed the matter to be of vital importance
and that delegations present should be permi H·ed to express their position on it.
His delegation wished to associate itself with the statement mode by the delegate of
Botswana.

He very strongly supported draft Resolution 11.1/2 Ceg-VIII).
Mr. Belbachir (Algeria) supported the draft Resolution 11.1/2 (Cg-VIII) and

wished to associate himself with the declaration of the delegation of Botswana.
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Mr. Cabonl (Albania) supported the admission of the UN Council for Namibia
to the World Meteorological Organization.

The People' is Republic of Albania wished

to express its view that the discussion in Congress on the amendments to Article 3
and Article 34 should be on example to liberate and promote national freedom and
notional progress and independence.

The condemnation of the colonial powers in

South Africa by the Organization expressed the solidarity and the support that the
progressive people would give to the struggling people of Namibia, Zimbabwe and
others.

He further said that the domineering clique of South Africa, supported by

the imperialist super powers, was drawing very great benefit by depriving the local
people of their national resourcesi

that was more and- more patt of the colonialist

and aggressive plan of the capitalist powers such as the U.S.A. and the Soviet Union.
He believed that the struggle for freedom and independence of these oppressed people
should be supported.

His delegation was against any form of neocolonialism and

political penetration, be it ideological, economic or military, by post-socialist
imperial powers.

In an expression of solidarity he would like to support the struggle

for freedom and independence of the people.

Thanks to the struggle, the people wha

suffered still under neocolonial power would no doubt one doy gain their independence.
Mr. Meroni (Switzerland) proposed the closure of the debote in applicat-ion
of Regulation 104 of the General Regulations.
The President asked if there was any objection to the closure of the debate
and to proceed to a secret ballot.
There being none, it was so agreed.
A vote by secret ballot was taken on draft Resolution 11.1/2 (eg-VIII).
The President invited the delegates of Pakistan and Egypt to act as
tellers.
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The President announced the result of the vote as follows:

Total number of voting slips:

103

Number of blank voting slips:

6

Abstentions:

7

83

Votes for:
Votes against:

7

The President declared that draft Resolution

II.li?

(Cg-VIII) had not been

accepted by Congress, since it had failed to obtain the approval of two-thirds of
all the Members which were States.
The President suggested the inclusion of a paragraph in the abridged report
to the effect that Ninth Congress should again vote on the'proposed amendments as hod
been done in the past in a similar case where a proposed amendment to the Convention,
which had been agreed upon by a majority of two-thirds of the

Member~Stotes

present

and voting, hod not been carried as it hod failed to receive the approval of two-thirds
of the Members which were States;

he proposed that the Secretary-General could be

entrusted with the task of inserting on appropriate text to this effect.
It was so agreed.
70.

IMO Fund (Agenda item 10.5)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 38, REV. 1)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) presented the report to Congress
on agenda item 10.5 contained in Cg-VIII/PINK 38, REV. 1.
Draft Resolution 10.5/1 (Cg-VIII) and the draft text for inclusion in
the general summary contained in Document Cg-VIII/PINK 38, REV. 1 were adopted.
71.

resolutions of the Con ress (A enda item 11.4)
Mr. Lingelbach (chairman of Committee A) presented the report to Congress

contained in Cg_VIII/PINK 57.
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Draft Resolution 11.4/1 (Cg_VIII) and the draft text for inclusion in the
general summary contained in Document Cg-VIII/PINK 57 were adopted.
72.

Morine meteorolo

IGOSS and meteorolo iccl as ects

of ocean activities

Agenda items 3.2.2 and 3.2.3

(Cg-VIII/PINK 55)
Mr. Aboyomi (chairman of Committee B) presented the report to plenary on
agenda items 3.2.2 and 3.2.3.

He introduced the following two amendments to

draft Resolution 3.2.2/1 (Cg-VIII) under "GONSIDERING (4)" where the text:
"That a Maritime Mobile Satellite System called INMARSAT," should read:

International MQritime Satellite System called INMARSAT I".

"That on

Under "REQUESTS (3)",

second line, the word "Mobile" should be deleted.

Draft Resolution 3.2.2/1 (Ca-VIII) contained in Appendix B to
Document Ca-VIII/PINK 55 was adQP~ed as amended.
Draft Resolution 3.2.2/2 (Ca-VIII) and its annex contained in Appendix C
to Document Ca VIII/PINK 55 were adopted.
Draft Resolution 3.2.3/1 (Ca-VIII) contained in Appendix E, draft
Resolution 3.2.3/2 (Ca-VIII) in Appendix Fr draft Resolution 3.Z.3/3 in Appendix G, and
draft Resolution 3.2.3/4 (Cg-VIII) in Appendix H to Document Cg-VIIi/PINK 55 were
adopted.
The draft texts for inclusion in the general summary of the work of the
session contained in Appendices A and D to Document Cg-VIII/PINK 55 were adopted.
The meeting rose at 12.55 p.m.
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25 May 1979 at 2.30 p.m.
The meeting was called to order at 2.45 p.m.
73.

Marine meteorolo

cts of ocean activities

lGOS$ and

(Agenda items 3.2.2 and 3.2.3
The President pointed out thot, when discussing this document at the
thirteenth plenary, Appendix D_had been overlooked.

He therefore invited comments

on Appendix O.
There being no ,comments.

74.

Appendi~

0 of Document Cg-VIII/PINK 55 was adopted.

Energy and special applications (Agenda item 3.2.5) (Cg-VIII/PINK 28 and

PINK 28, CORR. 1)
The chairman of Committee B presented both documents.

The President called for comments on draft Resolution 3.2.5/1 (Cg-VIII)
contained in Appendix B.

Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) proposed, under REQUESTS (2), to delete the last part
of the sentence referring to the conclusions of the WHO wind energy meeting (Geneva,

1979), since the meeting had yet to take place.
The President stated that the English version of the docum-ent included the
words "and, as appropriate" and this might meet Mr. Hodkin's point.
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) expressed his agreement.
There being no further comments. draft Resolution 3.2.5/1 (Cg VIII) was
adopted without any amendment.
The President then -called for comments, separately, on draft Resolution 3.2.5/2 (Cg-VIII), contained in Appendix C, and the texts for the general
summary contained in Appendix A and in PINK 28, CORR. 1.
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There being no comments, draft Resolution 3.2.5/2 (Cg-VIII) and the texts
contained in Appendix A and in

75.

PI~

28', CORR. I. were adopted.

WMO support of research activities (Agenda item 3.3.1) (Gg-VIII/PINK 58)
Mr. Czelnai (vice-chairman of Committee B) presented the document and read

out the following corrections:
In draTt Resolution 3.3.1/1 (Gg-VIII) "CONSIDERING (1)", change "flow

patterns" to "fields".

In the annex to draft Resolution 3.3.1/1 (eg-VIII), paragraph 3 (b), delete
the words "severe weather events and".
The President then coIled for comments, separately, on draft Resolu-

tion 3.3.1/1 (Gg-VIII) and its annex, draft Resolution 3.3.1/2 (Gg-VIII) and its
annex, draft Resolution 3.3.1/3 (Cg-VIII) and its annex,_ al1cLAppenclix A of Document

Cg-VIII/PINK 58).
There being no' comments, draft Resolution 3.3.1/1 and its annex were
adopted, as amended-, and draft'Resolutions 3.3.1/2 and 3.3.1/3 (Cg VIII) and their
annexes, and Appendix A were adopted.
76.

WMO/ICSU Global Atmospheric Research Programme (Agenda item 3.3.2)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 59)
Mr. Czelnai (vice-chairman of Committee 8) presented.the document and read
out the following correction:
In paragraph 3.3.2.1, change the last sentence-to read:

"In this connexion,

Congress felt that the positive aspects" and deficiencies in the planning and implementation of FGGE should be studied so that the lessons ••. ".
The President called for comments on the document.
There being none, the text contained in the appendix. as amended. was
adopted.

FOURTEENTH PLENARY MEETING
77.

213

Instruments and methods of observation (Agenda item 3.3.4) (Cg-VIII/PINK 54)
Mr. Czelna! (vice-chairman of Committee 8) presented the document.
The President called for comments, separately, on draft Resolution 3.3.4/1

(Cg-VIII) and Appendix A of the document.
There being no comments, the draft resolution and the text contained in
Appendix A were adopted.

7B.

Consolidated pro}ramme and budget for 1980-1983 (Agenda item 9)

(Cg-VIII/PINK 63
Mr. Aboyorni (chairman of Committee B) in presenting the document, thanked

Mr. Hughes (United Kingdom), chairman of the
for the very efficient work of the
subcommittee

subcommittee on the programme and budget,

subcommittee.

He said that the proposals of the

had been thoroughly discussed in a joint session of Committees A and B.

He stated that, if Congress agreed to the proposals made thot morning by the delegates
of Argentina and Mexico to upgrade the post of the Regional Director for Latin America
to D.l, this should also apply to the other Regional Directors.

He pointed out that,

due to budgetary constraints, it had been agreed to retain these posts at the P.5
level, until further consideration at Ninth Congress, and that priority should be
given to the transfer of the Regional Offices to the Regions concerned.
The President, on behalf of Congress, also paid tribute to Mr. Hughes and
his subcommittee

for their excellent work.

Mr. Berridge (Guyana) said that, in the estimates shown in the document, he
had difficulty in locating the money which was crucial for the work of the RA IV
Hurricane Committee.

He stated that $28 000 had been deducted from the original

estimates by the sub-committee to save on meetings.

He pointed out, however, that

at meetings of the Hurricane Committee, many subjects of importance to the Region
were discussed, such as education and training and the latest techniques and develop-
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ments of the Miami Hurricane Research Centre.

MEETING
He pointed out that, in Committee B,

some delegates had supported the restoration of the above amount.

He requested that,

if this amount were not included in the additional $65 000 cilated for the Tropical
Cyclone Project (paragraph 2 of the cover page of the document), then the amount of
$28 000 should be allocated to the Hurricane Committee from surplus funds.
At the request of the President, the representative of the Secretariat

clarified that the additional $65 000 included the $28 000 required by the RA IV
Hurricane Committee.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) referred to the proposal he had made that morning
on Agenda item 5.2, ana proposed to delete the lost sentence of paragraph 9.16 and
to replace it by:

"Congr~ss

decided to classify these posts at

the grade P.5/D.l

on the condition:
(1)

That the grade 0.1 cannot be transferred to any post within the Secretariat;

(2)

That this promotion does not mean an increase in the budget;

(3)

That the budgetary provisions, in this regard, should be approved by the

and

Ex-ecutive Corrmi ttee beforehand."
He added that this proposal was consistent with his previous proposal and
avoided conflict with paragraph 9.22.

He said that the additional amount of $31 000

involved in the proposal could be transferred from the allocations under Agenda
item 4_.3 - Education and Training - to Agenda item 4.2 - Regional Programmes.
The President said that it was his understanding that, after thorough discussions at both

suhcommi ttee an-d commi ttee levels, the consensus of the commi ttees

was that the Del grade for the Regional Directors for Latin America and for Africa
could not be accommodated:

It had been agreed that if any money were available, first

priority should be the transfer of the Regional Offices to the Regions.
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Mr. Huneidi (Oman) stated that the budgetary allocations for the Education
and Training Programme had been discussed at great length, and he strongly opposed
any revision.

He said that the question of the 0.1 grade for Regional Directors had

also been discussed at great length and that he objected to the point being taken
up again.

The President said that he was not in favour of reopening the discussion
on a matter which had already been discussed thoroughly at the Committee stage.

He

therefore found it difficult to discuss the proposal of the delegate of Argentina.
Mr. Mbele Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) said that the question of
grades for Regional Directors cannot be restricted to one Region, and that the committees had decided to retain, for budgetary reasons, the posts at P.5 level for the
eighth financial period.

He stated that it was too late to recalculate the budget.

The President suggested that a vote be token by a show of hands on the
proposal of the delegate of Argentina.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentino) raised a point of order.
to take the floor ogain to explain his proposal.

He said that he wished

He stated that , in Committee A,

the Latin American group was in a minority and could not impose its views.

Never-

theless, he felt that Congress should listen to these views, as otherwise, Congress
would not be proceeding in a correct manner.
The President inquired whether any delegate from Latin America wished to
speak on this subject before taking a vote by a show of hands.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) withdrew his proposal.
The President thanked the delegate of Argentina for his co-operation.
Mr. Murithi (Kenya) referred to paragraph 9.2.2, in which two additional
D-Ievel posts at WMO headquarters were proposed.

He said that as no new department
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had been created, he was at a loss to understand for which position the new 0.1
post Was intended.

It therefore appeared to him that one director might be redundant.

Concerning the D.2 post, Mr. Murithi said that this post, created by Sixth Congress
ond maintained by Seventh Congress had been vacant for the lost eight years.

He

stated that the feeling in Committee B had been that the post was not necessary for
the efficient functioning af the Secretariat.

He proposed accordingly a reduction

of the total number of posts from 246 to 244 and to amend paragraph 9.22 accordingly.

Mr. Abayorni. (chairman of Committee B) said that the text concerning the
two points raised by the delegate of Kenya, namely the approval of an additional
D.l post and of the D.2 post which had remained vacant for the last eight years
had been prepared by the Secretariat under the direction of a group of delegations
and, therefore, suggested that further information, if necessary, could be given
by the Secretariat.
At the request of the President, the representative of the Secretariat
pointed out that one delegation had proposed to add one D.l and one D.2 post to
the total of 246 posts.

The budget sub-committee, however, concluded that no posts

should be added, but that the Secretary-General should be given flexibility to restructure the higher levels of the Secretariat by the inclusion of these two high_
level posts, if necessary, but without adding to the total of 246.

It was further

pointed out that -Seventh Congress hod authorized 238 posts and the budget sub-commit__ tee at Eighth Congress, supported by Committees A and B in their joint session, had
accepted an additional 11 posts and a reduction of the present staff by three, thus
making a total of 246.

A further reduction of two posts was not found possible.

Mr. ~ (United Kingdom) stated that Committee B had recommended that a
sum of 1.B million dollars should be allocated to weather modification with one very
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important proviso, namely, that only $600 000 should be made available immediately
and that the remainder should be placed in an earmarked fund to be released in
stages by the Executive Committee as the programme developed.

As this stipulation

did not appear in the PINK document, he therefore proposed that an appropriate footnote should be added as "(d)" to the annex to draft Resolution 9/1 (eg-VIII).

The President agreed that this would be dane.
Mr. Mbele Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) referred to the point raised
by the delegate of Kenya on paragraph 9.22.

He said it was not clear how the D.2

post would be financed without budgetary provision or what the responsibilities of
the post would be.

He added that he feared that, without proper budgetary provisions

for these two posts, other programmes, such as education and training would suffer.
Mr. Lifigo (United Republic of Tanzania), speoking in his capacity as vicepresident of CMM 1 said that the good work of the Commission had been widely acknowledged and he felt that the reduction of the P.l/P.2 post in marine meteorology would
be a sacrifice.

He requested that his statement be recorded in the Minutes.

Mr. McGilchrist (Jamaica) referred to the intervention of the delegate of
Guyana regarding the funding for the work of the RA IV Hurricane Committee.

He said

that Committee B appropriated $65 000 for the Tropical Cyclone Project, which included $28 000 for the Hurricane Programme.

To make up the full amount of the $56 000

required for the Hurricane Programme from other parts of the budget, he suggested
that the extra funds might be taken from the following:
(i)

The surplus from the rounding-up of the budget to $74.4 million;

(ii)

The non-attribution of the IMO Prize on HydrologYi

(iii)

A reduction
Project.

in the research component of the Tropical Cyclone
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He requested Congress to ensure that the Hurricane Committee meetings were fully

funded to enable the work of the Committee to continue in view of the expected results in the reduction of loss of life and damage to property.

Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) wished to insert a new sentence in paragraph 9.13
after the third sentence.

It should read as follows:

"The continued joint activ-

i ties of GARP will be financed from the same fund".

Mr. Zillman (Australia) proposed on amendment to paragraph 9.23 to read as
follows:

"Congress noted that the readjustment of stoff numbers between programmes

implied the abolition of some posts.

Comgress wished to avoid any personal hardships

ensuing from these readjustments and expressed the hope ••• ".
It was so agreed.
Mr.

~

(Kenya) said that he would not press his proposal for a decrease

in the number of posts from 246 to 244.

However, he stated that he still held the·

view that the two extra D posts were not needed.

He said that he thought that this

view had support from other delegates
Mr. Langlo (Norway) favoured the present text of paragraph 9.22.

He pointed

out that it was a case of two grades and not two posts, and they were not included
in the total of 246 posts.

He said that this would give the Secretary-General the

possibility of grading two posts at that level, which might assist him, for example
in arranging for better co-ordination, if necessary.

He felt it would be a mistake

for Congress not to give some flexibility to the new Secretary-General.
proposed some amendments for introduction into paragraph 9.6:

He then

In the first sentence,

the words "should travel by economy·or tourist class and not first class" should be
replaced by "shall be reimbursed by WMO on the basis of travel by economy or tourist
class".

In the last sentence, the text ofter the words "use his discretion" should

be replaced by the words "in deciding by which closs he will trovel".
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It was so agreed.
Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) made the following statement for the Minutes:
"Mr. President:
"The delegation from Argentina wishes to make a general statement concerning

the budget, which we are now going to consider in its final form, in order

to explain its position in this respect.
"Firstly, I wish to point Qut that at the beginning of the analysis, which

the budget sub-committee has carried out, it was agreed, and the delegation
from Argentina supported this, that there should be zero growth in the
budget.

On th{s basis, a revision of Document 3 was started with a view

to eliminating

all activities which, in the judgment of the sub-committee

and technical committees do not have absolute priority and could, therefore,
be postponed.

With these restricted criteria and also the view expressed

in plenary, that we were facing an inflated budget which, whatever cuts
were made, it would be difficult for us to adjust in a completely appropriate
manner, because it would be extremely difficult to undertake such a revision
in so short a time.
"Thus, the original budget in Document 3 amounted to 68 578 000 dollars. Then,
in yellow working paper 19, the consequences of applying the exchange rate in
force was that 18 912 700 dollars were added to the budget.

This same docu-

ment gave an account of additional proposals, also for exchange reasons, to
a value of 3 510 100 dollars.

The sub-committee carried out the task in a

more than adequate manner, since it reduced costs and activities, to a value
of 17 803 500 dollars, which meant an adjustment of more than a quarter of
the original four-year programme.
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"In spite of all these efforts and analyses, we ore now faced with a programme of 74 400 000 dollars which presupposes, for countries less able to

pay, an increase in the contribution, which it will be difficult for the
financial bodies of the governments concerned to accept.

In the case of

the Republic of Argentina, on a contribution of approximately 180 000 dollars
for 1979, it will mean about 50 000 dollars more per annum.

"Of course, we realize that omoD9 the causes_of this large increase, in addition to those due to rates of exchange, there are some which axe promising
for the Latin American Region, since the transfer of the Regional Office

for Latin America to a country in the Region is a very favourable step, which
will in future benefit the entire Region.

But, we n6vertheless have certain

doubts about this development, if its structures are limited as in the
budget.

In this particular field, we hope that the Secretary-General,

within the latitude which this Congress has granted him, will try to do
what he can to remedy these limitations.
"There are also other aspects of the activities which evidently give rise
to an increase in the contributions.

Thus, there is the incredse in the

number of members of the Executive Committee and, most important, the
establishment of the new and ambitious World Climate Programme.

But, we

have always had confidence in the Organization, and we hope, Mr. President,
that this programme will be of great benefit to the developing countries,
having regard to the effort these countries will have-to make to meet this
further economic commitment.
"In view of this situation, Mr. President, we wish to express our deep concern at the increase implied in approval of the budget, as decided in plenary, and to make it clear that it is our wish that the Executive Committee,
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in the spirit expressed during the deliberations of this Congress, should
continue to try to keep the costs in line with a less burdensome increase
in activities while, at the same time, granting priority to those aspects
of activities which, without disregarding proper progress in raising the
world scientific level in the field of meteorology, also place emphasis on
increasing the level of knowledge in Member countries which do not hove a
top-grade technology, but which in fact hope to acquire this through the
work Qf the Organization.

"Thank you, Mr. President."
Mr. Mason (United Kingdom) said that he sensed a feeling of uncertainty
among some delegations on the question of the 0.1 and D..2 posts.

He stated that

there were no financial provisions in the budget for the extra D-level posts and
that the funds might have to be found from elsewhere in the budget at the sacrifice
of either some programme or more junior staff posts.

As a compromise solution, he

suggested that the total number of D posts remain at seven and the Secretary-General
be given authority to promote one of the existing directors to D.2.
Mr. Benton (U.S.A.) felt that the present text of paragraph 9.22 should be
retained.

He said that Congress did not know exactly how these posts would be used

by the new Secretary-General.

He said that in the last 24 years, WMO had the same

Secretary-General who had set up an admirable administrative pattern.

However, in

entering the new period, the new Secretary-General should be given flexibility to
make use of the extra D posts if he so wished.

He also emphasized that the Secretary-

General would consult the Executive Committee, prior to making use of the additional
D grades.
The President invited the Secretary-General to give his views on the matter.
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The Secretary-General said that his original proposals for the higher level
Posts were considerably larger than those given in paragraph 9.22, and that he viewed any reductions with great concern, since he considered that there was a shortage

of superior posts.

He also felt that the structure of the WMO Secretariat in this

respect was relatively modest,

0$

compared to some other organizations.

that the D.2 post had not been filled before, simply for lack of funds.

He explained

He agreed

entirely with the views expressed by the delegates of the U.S.A. and Norway that
some flexibility should be included in the system to meet possible requirements in
the next four years.

He said that, in his opinion, the wording of paragraph 9.22

should remain unchanged.

The Secretary-General then referred to other comments made

by delegates, such as those on the funds required for the Hurricane Committee, and
said that those comments should be listed and passed to the Executive Committee for
consideration.

He stressed that any attempt to readjust the budget at the moment -

would seem impossible.
The President said that the opinion of the Secretary-General in this matter
was particularly valuable and, if there was no strong-objection, paragraph 9.22 could
be retained without change.
Mr. Mbele-Mbong (United Republic of Cameroon) pointed out that there was no
budgetary provision for the_ extra D posts, and he feared that if these posts were
filled, some of the Organization's programmes might suffer.
The President said that, as previously stated, this matter would be kept
under review by the Executive Committee.
Mr. Murithi {Kenya)'stated that the Secretary-General hod been able to run
the Secretariat efficiently with only seven directors and a Deputy Secretary-General
for the last eight years, and he therefore questioned the necessity for the two add-
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He suggested that the amendment proposed by the delegate of the

United Kingdom be accepted.

He said that Congress should make a decision on this

point and could express its views by a show of hands.
Mr. Degefu (Ethiopia) stated that the argume~ts in favour of paragraph 9.22
were 'not convincing and he, therefore, supported the proposal for a vote by a show

of hands.
The President called for a vote by show of hands on paragraph 9.22.

The

results were as follows:

61 in favour
24 against
The President then announced, in order to make the situation quite clear,
in accordance with the previous discussions, amendments to paragraphs 9.6, 9.13

and 9.23, as well as the insertion of a footnote in the annex to draft Resolution 9/1
(Cg_VIII) had been agreed to.
Paragraph 9.22 was adopted without change.

Mr. Abayomi (chairman of Committee B) referred to Mr. Hodkin's amendment
to paragraph 9.13 and asked Mr. Hodkin whether the footnote (c) contained in the
anneX to draft Resolution 9/1 (Cg-VIII) covered his point.
Mr. Hodkin (U.S.S.R.) stated that a number of concepts had not been fully
reflected in this paragraph and his proposed addition concerned the

~ubstance

of

Committee B's discussions on ICSU and WMO setting up a joint fund for financing
continued activities of GARP and the World Climate Programmer and this should be
contained in the paragraph.
The President said that the proposed amendment was accepted.
The President called for further comments on draft Resolution 9/1 (Cg-VIII)
and its annex, as amended.
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(U.S.S.R.) proposed that under "AUTHORIZES (4)", the word "may"

in the last line be replaced by "should",
It was so agreed.

Draft Resolution 9/1 (Cg-VIII) and its annex, as amended, and Appendix A,
as amended, were adopted.

79.

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Or anizotion

(Agenda item 12.1) (Cg

VI~I

PINK 61)

The President presented the document.
There being no comments, the text contained in Appendix A was adopted.

80.

Election of members of the Executive Committee
.(Agenda item 12.2) (eg VIII/PU"< 62)
The President presented the document.
There being no comments, the text contained in Appendix A was adopted.

81.

Appointment of the Secretary-General (Agenda item 12.3) (Gg-VIII/PINK 64)
The President presented the document.
There being no comments. the text contained in Appendix A was adopted.

82.

Place and date of Ninth Congress (Agenda item 14)
The President referred to Article 10 (a) of the Convention and proposed

that Ninth Congress be held in Geneva in 1983, with the date being decided by the
Executive Committee.
Mr. Kintanar (Philippines) said. the Congress could be held elsewhere, if
the situation warranted it.

He proposed that both place and date be left to the

Executive Committee to decide.
It was so agreed.
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Closure of the session

The President made the following statement:
"We have now concluded the long and complicated agenda which was before us.
Before formally closing the Eighth World Meteorological Congress, I would
like to make the customary presidential closing address.
"As I said in my statement at the opening ceremony, each Congress is a major

event in the long history of meteorology and its many applications to human
affairs - and the Eighth Congress is no exception to this rule.

"Each participant will return home with his own ideas on the decisions we
have taken, and his own memories as to the events which have taken place.

But history will judge us, first by the extent to which we have shown
wisdom and foresight and good judgment in establishing the technical and
scientific programmes of the Organization for the next four years;

secondly,

by the means and methods - financial or otherwise - we have authorized for
implementing these programmes.
"For my part, I feel that the approved programmes are sound and fully
justified.

The introduction of a new programme on climate is clearly a

necessity in tne present circumstances, while the modest adjustments made
to existing programmes, such as WWW, Research, Applications 1 Education and
Training and so on, have been

~lso

"Whether Congress has_ provided

fully justified.

ad~quote

resources for these programmes to

be implemented is, however, another matter.

I personally am greatly con-

cerned at the drastic cuts which have been mode in the budget proposals.
But, Congress has decided, and we must all hope that events will show my
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fears to be unjustified.

Certainly, we shall need to have the full support

and co-operation of all Member countries if we are to continue to make pro-

gress in our work.
"Turning now to the other decisions taken by Congress, the decision to increase the membership of the Executive Committee must of course be considered as one of great importance.

This decision was, in my view, a very wise

one, because it gave recognition to the increased Membership of the Organization and the need to hove a wider representation in the Executive Committee, which is after all the body which guides the affairs of the Organization during the four-year period between successive Congresses.

"This Congress will also be remembered, I feel, by the excellent spirit
of friendly co-operation and understanding which prevailed during the
election procedure.
"This some spirit has also shown itself in many other ways.

I wish to stress

this point, because we have had with us at this Congress some young and upcoming meteorologists who are here for the first time and upon whom the
future of our Organization will, in the long run, depend.

It is important

that these young colleagues realize that progress in the future will be as
dependent upon international co-operation, as it always has been in the past.
"But important as all this is, this

Con~ress

is more likely to be long

remembered, because it sees the end of a long and distinguished p-eriod of
service of the Secretary-General,_ Dr. D. A. Davies, and the appointment
of his successor, Dr. Wiin-Nielsen.
"Dr. Davies and I are among the very few who have been closelY associated
with the affairs of WMO since the time of the First Congress in 1951, 28
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years ago. For the last 24 years, he has been Secretary-General and for
the past eight years, I have been President.

I am therefore in a good

position, perhaps a unique position, to speak on Dr. Davies' services to
W~.

"I must say, I om profoundly impressed with the major role he has played in
guiding the affairs of the Organization.

He has shown outstanding initiative

and skill and has, at all times, demonstrated high qualities of understanding, impartiality and sound judgment.

He has displayed unstinting devotion

to the purposes and aims of WMO and, hence, to international friendship
and co-operation.

"But, I am not alone in

holdi~g

our Secretory-General in such high esteem.

Indeed, I know I express the views of Congress, as a whole, when I sing
his praises, for only this morning, we adopted unanimously and by acclamation a resolution according him the honorary title of Secretary-General
Emeritus.

It is indeed a well-deserved honour.

He has served us all.

It is my earnest hope that he will agree to enable the benefits of his
vast knowledge and experience to be available on an advisory basis to out
Organization.
"As you all know, Dr. Davies will be succeeded
post of Secretary-General.
again.

~y

Dr. Wiin-Nielsen in the

I have already congratulated him, and I do so

I wish him every success in the important and heavy duties which

lie ahead of him.

I support him fully and I feel sure that all of you

here and the countries you represent will also do so.
"As I have

sai~,

this has been a memorable Congress for many reasons, and

each one of us will take home with him his own memories.
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After eight years, I step down from the presidency and hand over the duties
to my good friend and colleague, Dr. Kintanar, of the Philippines.

The Office of President is the highest office which the Organization can
offer to anyone, and I feel greatly honoured to have served in this capacity for eight years.
"I became involved in the aspects of meteorology in the days of IMO and I
was in -Washington, D.C. when the WMO Convention was drafted in 1947;

a

year before, I served as the vice-president of the IMO Association for

Africa.

I was privileged to serve as a member of the Executive Committee

from 1955 and after serving as Vice-President, I eventually had the honour
and privilege of being elected President.

I have thus seen the Organiza-

tion grow from its very beginning to its present status as a highly-effec_tive and well-developed specialized agency of the United Nations.

It is an

Orgonization of which we should all be justly proud.
"I have presided over innumerable meetings of the Organization, among which
two Congresses and eight sessions of the Executive Committee.
so to the best of my ability.

I have done

If ot times I have upset some of the dele-

gates or have seemed to create difficulties, I trust you will forgive me,
because.I have octed at all times with the intereste of you all in mind and
indeed those of our beloved Organization.

If I have contributed to the

undoubted progress we have made, I am happy and grateful.
IlIn conclusion, may I express to all participants at Con!=lress my sincere
thanks and gratitude for the smooth manner in which we have conducted the
work of Congress and for the spirit of co-operation you have all showed.
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I am particularly grateful to the hard-working chairmen of Committees A and
8, Professor Lingelbach and Mr. Abayomi.

They have both performed their

difficult duties in an excellent manner.

I am grateful also to the chair-

men of the other Committees, that is the Credentials Committee, Dr. Vuorela
and the Nomination Committee, Dr. Ho.

I am grateful also to the vice-chair-

men of these Committees and to the chairmen of the various sub-committees.

All have done excellent work.
"And, last but not least, I am_grateful to the Secreta;-y-General and his
staff.

They have all, in their different ways, given excellent assistance

to us.

Some of them we have seen in the Committee rooms and meetings of

working groups.

But, there are many others working in the translation and

reproduction sections who have been working night and day to provide us
with the excellent documentation we have received every day throughout the
duration of Congress.

We are grateful to them all.

"We have to thank the interpreters:
possibly hold a session of this kind.

wi thout _~t;heir services, we could not
I must apologize to each of them

individually if I caused them some trouble in understanding my English.
I think we should be grateful also to the Arabic-speaking countries and,
especially, Saudi Arabia, for having provided at their own expense interpreters in the Arabic language for the first time at any Congress.
But, as I say, we are grateful to all interpreters in whatever languages
they may be working.
"This brings me to the end of my remarks.
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"As a final ....ord, may I repeat my very sincere good wishes for the future

success of our mother Organization which grouped us together in the best
terms.

"And may I 'oJish you all a safe return to your homes and your families."

84.

Mr. Lingelbach made the following statement:
"Dear Mr. President!

"We have known each other for neor,ly twenty years.

Following the rules of

the Convention of our Organization, the time left now that I can address
you as Mr. President is very short.

So, I wish to take this opportunity

to address to you some words of thanks.

And, if I may look into the past,

recalling your career in meteorology, we shall be aware of the tremendous
progress meteorology has made during this time.

I recoIl that, in 1934,

you started building up a modest aviation meteorological service in your
country with the strong wish to suceed, expressed already very clearly in
the character of the young man.
"Taha, you achieved your aim.

In the applied field of your science, it was

just the beginning of conquering the third dimension,

if I may say so.

Nobody thought of computers, radar, sodar, lidar or the like and, very
probably, nobody dreamed of having 30 or 40 years later wonderful satellite
pictures and even measurements from outer space.
i'You realized at that time, it would be better for your country and for the
development of meteorology in your home-land not to have many different
organizations for the various branches of meteorology, but one strong
Meteorological Service.

With your continuous enthusiastic efforts, you

finally succeeded in building up what is now called in your country the
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Everyone familiar with the problems of build-

ing up such a service knows what this means.

Work, hard work.

Thousands

of explanations have to be given to government officials, information has
to be presented again and again, the art of persuasion has to be perfected

and drawbacks have to be overcome, in the first place psychologically.
But, you have overcome all these, Mr. President, very well as we all can
see here.

The recognition by your country of all your work was clearly

expressed in many ways, also in the elevation of your post to UnderSecretary of State.
"There is the rule, that work flows automatically to places where i t is

done and, therefore, it is not astonishing that the list of your duties
grew more and more and even outside the meteorological field.

Lecturer,

examiner of higher diplomas, member of committees for the planning of
higher education and research, member of the Nomination Committee for
the State Prizes for Science in your country, chairman of the National
Committee of Geodesy and Geophysics, and so on, to mention only a few of
your extra duties.
"In the international field of meteorology, you started your activi:ty in
the year 1946.

Some names only may indicate the fields:

IMO, WMO, PICAO

(Provisional International Civil Aviation Organization), IAF (International
Aeronautical Federation), IeAO, IUGG.

You were elected vice-president of

the IMO Regional Commission for Africa in 1947 and vice-president of the
above-mentioned IAF in 1956.
"Two successive periods is the maximum the Convention of our Organization
allows for you to have been our President.

Your strong desire for success,

we found in the young man Taha has not left you up to this very minute,
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and I think that all your colleagues will agree with me, that you served
the Organization very well.

With your great experience, you have guided

us through many difficulties.

When it came to hot discussions, your

opponents had a hard time but, finally, as yesterday, you always found a
solution.

I think, Mr. President, we are all full of admiration of your

personality.

Now, to conclude, Mr. President, I offer you personally my

special regards, and I hope you will understand it as such, please switch
your earphones to the Arabic channel, I will continue in Arabic.
"I wish to extend to you warm congratulations for the success and for the
great progress you have made in the field of meteorology, partieularly as
President of the Organization.
"Heartily, I wish you good health and ability to continue serving our
Organization as you have done before.
"I am sure that the Organization will remember you as its distinguished
President, and thank you."
Mr. Kabakibo (Syrian Arab Republic) made the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen:
"I deem it a very great honour to have the opportunity on the last day ofthe eighth session of the WMO Congress to congratulate Mr. Kintanar, the
President elect and Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, the Secretary-General elect.
"I take this opportunity also,

Mr. President, to thank you for the very

excellent services you have rendered to the World Meteorological Organiza-

tion.

Our Organization, during the last eight years under your leadership,

has made outstanding progress, which was reflected in the development of
the national Meteorological Services of its Members, as well as its esteemed
position amongst the other specialized agencies.
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Mr. President, on this occasion, to pay tribute to our Secretary-

General, Dr. Davies, for his efforts to promote the activities of the Organization.

His devotion and complete understanding of the developing coun-

tries' position is very much appreciated.
"I want also to thank the chainnen of Committees A and B, Mr. Abayomi and

Professor lingelbach, for their efforts and contribution to the success
of the work of this Congress, and I extend to all of you my best wishes
for a safe and happy return to your homes.
"Thank you."
Mr. Wu Xueyi (China) mode the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretory-General, ladies and gentlemen:

"The Eighth C0r:tgress is about to conclude.

I would like to take this

opportunity to speak a few words.
"In the past four busy weeks, the Congress reviewed the past, discussed its
present work and looked into the future.

The Congress has made useful

decisions with the joint efforts of the overwhelming majority of the delegations present in the spirit of co-operation.

I am confident that the

cause of the Organization will continue to progress on the present good
foundation and achieve more.

China is willing to contribute its part.

Here, I would like to say, in particular, that the success of the present
Congress is closely related to the President.

Mr. President, during your

presidency, gratifying successes have been achieved in the promotion of
international co-operation and in the advancement of meteorological
science and technology.

To these, Mr. Taho has mode his contribution in

FOURTEENTH PLENARY MEETING

234

his capacity as President of the Organization.

I would like to express

my thanks to you and, out of the depth of my heart, I wish you well and
greater success.
"Whenever we talk of the achievements of the Organization, we would all

recall the Secretory-General, Dr. Davies, who has given outstanding
services and contributions to the work and development of the Organization.
The~decision

by the Congress to confer on him the title of Secretary-General

Emeritus embodies the wishes of the Members of the Organization.

I would

like to thank him for the contribution he has made and, in all sincerity,
I wish Dr. Davies health and happiness.
"At the same time, I would like also to wish the President elect, the VicePresidents elect and the Secretary-General elect every success.
"Finally .. I would like also to thank the Swiss Federal Government, the
Government of the Canton of Ge.nevQ and Municipal Government of Geneva for
their hospitality and the facilities provided.

My thanks also go to the

staff of the Secretariat and the interpreters for their high· efficiency
which facilitated the proceedings of the Congress.
iiI wish you fellow delegates a happy journey home. and success in your future

work.
"Thank you, Mr. President."
Mr. Huneidi (Oman) made the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen:
"I reflected for quite some time before asking for the floor in such happy
circumstances.

Before commencing my detailed statement, it seems to me,

Mr. President, that we have considered all items on our agenda, but we
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have omitted one very important item on which no document was presented
and, as you know, Mr. president, I am always an exception and I would also
like to make another exception and submit a document that was not available
in writing.

I would like to submit it in two avenues, first an introduction

and the second the definition that follows the introduction.

As regards the

introductory part, I would like to refer to a period that goes back to the
forties and beginning of the fifties when you, Mr. President, were general
inspector of meteorology in Egypt, and I knew of you a few years before,

and I did not hove the possibility of having

cont~ct

with you.

But, I knew

of you through articles and publications that appeared in scientific
jo~rnals

and other scientific fora cnd also your commentaries through radio

programmes.

I would like to be frank and sincere without exaggeration and

tell you, Mr. president, that I am going to call you "Dear friend".

You

are still young, vigilant and dynamic and, at the same time, you have got
the wisdom of the elder people, because you have acquired all the wisdom
in the course of the years.

You are amongst those who concluded the

Convention of the WMO, at Washington in 1947, and you were the only Arab
then.

So, it is a glory that goes to you and all of us.

Let me also add

that we still see in Mr. Mohammed Fathi Taho our support, and I mean it,
for the Meteorological Services throughout the Ardbic worl9, and also in
other regions of the world.

May I recall that towards the end of the

sixties when we were still groping in the dark, the first telecommunication
meeting in the Arab world, you were among the pioneers paving the way and
creating the Permanent Committee on Meteorology throughout the Arab world.
There were difficulties ahead in creating such a service and now there is
no person in the Arabic world who does not remember you.

Our hopes were
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very great and we had great ambitions, and all this became true.
done even more - the Committee became a Permanent Committee.

You have

Although you

Were elected for two periods for the lost eight years as the President of

WHO, you have played a very vital role and remain on authority on national
and international meteorology.

Sometimes, Mr. Taha had been hard and harsh

with us, but he managed and separated all difficulties and found solutions
to all problems.

I request my fellow delegates to stand and applaud by way

of paying tribute to Mr. -Mohammed Fothi Taha who would cease to be the
President of WMO in a few moments.
"At the same time, we should never forget what Or. Oavies had done whom I

have known for the last 25 years.

He is the man who injected his dynamism

into the Organization and all countries without an exception and, particularly, the developing countries are mosT indebted to him for the invalu~ble services and counsels in all fields at ail times.

"1 should also like to thank Dr. Kintanar whom 1 met recently.

He is a

personality highly appreciated for his knowledge and he is going to assume
the presidency.

He merits this distinction.

"On behalf of all the delegates, 1 should also wish Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, the
Sec-r-etary-General elect, every success."
(Standing ovation)
Mr. Crespin (Senegal) made the following statement:
"Mr. President:
"Since this is the first time that 1 have taken the floor after the election
in WMO of the Secretary-General, of members of the new Bureau and members
of the Executive Committee, may 1 first of all associate the Senegalese

FOURTEENTH PLENARY MEETING

237

delegation with the sentiments which you and other delegates have been
kind enough to express regarding Dr. Davies and Dr. Wiin-Nielsen.
Mr. President:

r can but endorse all that has already been said concerning the outstanding qualities of these two eminent personalities.
Regarding Dr. Davies, the history of WMO will undoubtedly mean a quarter
of a lifetime entirely devoted to the service of this institution.

And

the brilliant achievements of Wt-l) today bear eloquent witness of the

excellent and loyal services of this eminent expert who, it need hardly
be s-tressed, has done his best, throughout that period to serve the noble

ideals of this body.
Thus, for my country, Senegal, and I am sure, for the international community also, Dr. Davies, who is one of the most respected and admired
heads of the UN system, will remain a symbol who may perhaps be equalled
but seldom, if

ever~excelled.

As regards Dr. Wiin-Nielsen, we know him as a great scientist and the
efficiency with which he has directed the work of the European Centre for
-Medium-range Forecasts, testifies to this __
With his splendid election to the post of Secretary-General of WHO, this
means that Dr. WHn-Nielsen will carry· high the torch of the world meteorological -heritage, as he has already done in the case of the European
Regional Organization which he at present directs.
Dr. Wiin-Nielsen consequently now symbolizes the hope of the international
cOrrlnunity.
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Mr. President:
"At the end of your second term of office as President of WMO, I would

lik~,

from this platform, to express all the gratitude and recognition of the
Senegalese delegation, for the untiring efforts you have ceaselessly made
in accomplishing your important task.

"Thus, the success of WMO during the last

ei~ht

years is a reflection of

your personality, which is characterized by discipline and will-power.
May I, therefore, pay a tribute to the eminent scientist and statesman,
Or. Toha, by saying to him, before relinquishing his presidency of WMO,
that causes are not lost when the men who must _uphold them disappear pro-

vided, of course, that the couse is a noble one.

"We are extreme;l.y

~lad

that, by being elected as

Committee, you will still be with us.

(I

member of the Executive

Thus, WHO will continue to h(lve the

benefit of your very wide experience.
"Thus. WHO at present constitutes a valuable instrument for Illankind, an
instrument

for which more then two decades of research, experiments and

spectacular success, have forged

~he

merit.

"Looking today at the magni ficent (lchievements of WMO, those responsible
for- policy and administration who have succeeded each other at the head
of the Organizat.ion cannot but feel proud.
"Long may this fine example he continued.
"It is now time to con!lratulate the Eiahth Con9ress for its wise choice in
electing the new Bureau, with Mr. Kintanar as President, Mr. Abayomi as
First Vice-President, Mr. Izrael

(IS

Second Vice-President and Mr. Echeveste

as Third Vice-President, as well as the members of the new Executive
Committee.
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my Government, express our gratitude

to those friendly countries which voted for Mr. Seck.
"This new, efficient and dynamic team which enjoys the confidence of the
supreme organ of WHO will,

r

am sure, implement the conclusions and re-

commendations of the Eighth Congress, during the coming four years, with
a view not only to improving on the encouraging results so far obtained,
but renewing

hope in the countries of the third world, particularly those

affected by drought.

"Mr. President:
"Is it really necessary to remind you once again of the very difficult times

which the vast Sudano-Sahelian regions have faced during the last eight
years?

Affected by drought, they were threatened with famine and economic

ruin.
"N~,

Mr. President, the international community was kept well informed of

the serious social and economic problems in the Sahelian countries, but may
I take this opportunity, on behalf of the Government of Senegal, of express-

ing our sincere thanks to friendly countries and international organizations
which, by their effective solidarity, brought assistance to us, in order to
mitigate the effects of this natural disaster.
I'My Government and the people of Senegal have spared no effort in the
struggle against the scourge
of our country.

of drought which has afflicted a large part

The Government of Senegal and the other Sudano-Sahelian

countries suffering from drought are indeed aware that any assistance,
however sizeable it moy be, could scarcely ensure a lasting solution unless
accompanied by a long-term programme to fight this scourge efficiently.
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These countries, grouped together within the Inter-state Committee for
the Struggle against Drought, have therefore studied and established programmes by determining the action needed to fulfil the avowed objectives
of these projects.
Project.

I could quote, for example, the Niamey "AGRHYMET"

Mr. President, great efforts have thus been made by each of the

governments concerned to combat this disaster, endeavouring first of all
to save humon lives, the most vulnerable categories being children and
old people.

"Senegal and the other Sahelion countries are placing high hopes on futUre
WMO activities within the scope of its programmes, with a view to combating and triumphing over this natural scourge.
"Mr. President:
"The work of·the Eighth Congress which, under your presidency, has been so
successful, will, I feel sure, be equal to the most profound_ aspirations
of the peoples concerned.
"In conclusion, may I express the fervent hope that all countries, particularly the richest ones and those most advanced in science and technology,
will give their support to implementing the noble objectives of WMO leading to a better life and world.
"At all events, Senegal intends to work towards this.
"Thank you, Mr. President ....
Mr. Abayomi ~Nigeria) made the following statement:
"Mr. President, Mr.

Secretary-Gen~ral,

distinguished delegates:

"It gives me great pleasure to make the following remarks before the end of
Eighth Congress, particularly on behalf of the African Region.

To my mind,

Congress has been extremely successful and much goodwill, harmony,
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friendliness and co-operation hove prevailed throughout our deliberations.
The level of scientific and other discussions has been very high.

Old WHO

programmes have been reviewed and up-dated and new projects, like the World

Climate Programme, have been approved. On the whole, I consider this Congress as the most successful Congress I have attended.
"Credit should he given to the founding fathers of our science who laid the

solid and permanent foundations on which we have been building and expanding.

In the recent past, I would like to mention the immense contributions

of men like Dr. Robert White, Academician Fedorov, Dr. Nyberg, Mr. Noble,
Dr. Gibbs, Mr. Verenando Pereira, Dr. Sussenberger, Mr.

Bessemoulin~

Mr. Acquaah, Dr. Koteswaram and many others to the Organization.

These

men are not with us today, but their contributions will always be remembered with appreciation.

In their place today, we continue to have very many

able and high-level scientists and administrators who have not failed their
predecessors, but have rather advanced further and thus enhanced the science
of meteorology.

I wish to thank all countries, whatever be their scientific

and financial contributions to the Organization, for their efforts to ensure
that our science continues to take its rightful place on this planet.

I

consider that the U.S.A., U.S.S.R., U.K. and France deserve special mention
in view of their large financial and scientific contributions to the Organization and the very-well appreciated aid which these countries have given
to developing countries through the yep and other bilateral technical
assistance.
"May I now say some words about Mr. Taha, the outgoing President.

Mr. Taha

has been the President of the Organization for eight years and, before this
period, he was a member of the Executive Committee since 1955.
Second Vice_President of WMO, from 1959 to 1961.

He was

Mr. Taha is therefore
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the oldest and most experienced member of the Organization from RA I, and
also in the Executive Committee.

power.

He is a forceful man of very strong will

He is extremely dedicated and loves to work without looking forward

to any financial reword.

His motto is "service" and I think he also has

the inner satisfaction that he has done his duty whatever the situation and
despite upheavals.

As a very dynamic President who wants to get things

done quickly, he occasionally (in the words of Shakespeare) imitates the
action of the tiger.
person

But, deep in his heart, he is very humane and a kind

with very high considerations and a spirit of compromise.

His eight

years' tenure as President hos been packed with action, development and
expansion, and his relations with the Secretary-General, Dr. Davies, have
been very cordial.

He will be remembered as a very good President with

determination and vigour and also as the first President of the WMO from
a developing country.

Africa salutes you, Dr. Taha.

"His willingness to continue in the Executive Committee will be an asset to
the Organization.
"I will now speak briefly about Dr. Davies, althou~h a lot has already been
said about him this morning- and this afternoon.
has been

Secretary-Gener~l

for 24 years.

huge in knowledge and huge in deeds.

As we all know, Dr. Davies

Dr. Davies is huge in stature,

For the period 1 have known him, I

have found him to be extremely dedicated, sharp-witted and trusting.

He is

a man of feW words, but has extraordinary personality, charm and magnetism.
As all great men, he has a quick perception. broad tolerance and balance,
and carries out his duties with quiet dignity and composure.

His 24 years

as Secretary-General can be regarded as an era which will be difficult to
su-rpass in achievements.

I wish to record with deep gratitude his in-depth
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countries and his immense con-

tributions towards the development of meteorology in developing countries.
The title of Secretary-General Emeritus conferred on him this morning
epitomizes our highest esteem and consideration for his tremendous contributions to the WMO.

He is still, surprisingly, a very strong and healthy

man, and it is our hope that he will engage himself usefully upon his re-

tirement.

We wish him and his beloved and devoted wife, in advance, a

happy, useful and long life in retirement.
"I wish the new President of WMO, Dr. Kintanar cmd the Secretary-General
elect, Dr. W,iili-Nielsen, a very successful tenure of office.

is that they both will do

v~ry

My feeling

well with th.e co-operation of the Vice-

Presidents and other members of the Executive Committee and indeed all
Members of the WHO and the Secretariat.

In this regard, I wish once again

to thank delegates for my election as First
"Finally,

Vic~-President.

Mr. President" I wish .to join you in thanking the staff of the

Secretariat and the interpreters for th.e marvellous job they have. done.
I wish everybody a safe return home after four weeks of arduous work with
the hope that our paths will cross once again.
"Thank you,

Sir~'"

Mr. Echeveste (Argentina) made the following statement:
"Mr. President:
"I am taking the floor in order to thank you for your patience and understanding during the time I have participated in meetings under your

pre~

sidency.
"1 thank you and -Or. Davies for all you have done to benefit the Organization;

likewise for the efforts you have made for the common good, and
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suggest that you endeavour to do all possible to continue the struggle,

since the experience of men of goodwill cannot be wasted.

I feel sure

you will not disappoint us.
"I have heard that in the Arab world, with God's help, nobody will forget

what you have done, and neither sholl we.

I con assure you that it is

with the same human warmth that I have defended my views and those of my
delegation, that I now, from the bottom of my heart, express my fervent
desire for _your future material and spiritual happiness. ,j

Mr. Rahmatullah {Pakistan.} made the following statement:
"Mr. Preside-nt, Mr. Secretory-General and fellow deleg'otes:
"At the successful conclusion of the Eighth Congress of WMO, I associate

myself in paying tribute to you, Mr. ·President, for: your multif~rious
activities in the field of international meteorology extending over three·
decades.

The some t:ribute I "want to pay to Dr. Davies, Secretary-GeneraL

I extend my "Welcome to the neW President·, Dr. Kintanar, and the
General elect, Dr. Wiin-Nielsen.

S~cretary

I will now speak a few words in Arabic.

Best wishes to the President and to the Secretary-General."
Mr. Rugirangaqo (Rwanda) mdce the following statement:
"Mr. President, Secretary-General, Secretary-:-General elect, distinguished
delegates, ladies and gentlemen:
"l t is a great pleasure and honour for me to seize this wonderful opportunity
to speak to this august assembly on behalf of the Republic of Rwanda.

May I first of ·all thank all those who, either here· or elsewhere, have
contributed with such manifest enthusiasm to the development of WMO since
it came into being.
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I would like to mention, more particularly, Dr. D. A. Davies who, for
nearly a quarter of a century, has held the post of Secretory-General,
and Mr. Tana who, for the last eight years has held the post of President
of our Organization.

The attachment which these two eminent personalities

have always shown with regard to our Organization and, more particularly,
the developing countries, such as Rwanda, has been most fruitful, and this
we are all able to share today.
"Mr. President, m~y I also, from this Dlotform, assoCiate myself with the
previous speakers in expressing my hearty congratulations to Dr. Kintonor
and Dr. Wiin-Nielsen who have respectively been elected to the posts of

President and Secretary-General of our Organization.

1 wish them every

success in their new duties.
"I also extend my congratulations to the three Vice-Presidents and to the
new members of the Executive Committee.

1 hope that their work in our

Orgahization will be fruitful and praiseworthy.
"Mr. President, honourable delegates:
"Rwanda, which is essentially an agricultural country, has only very limited
natural resources, but every effort is now being made to enable her to take
her place among the modernized countries.
Rwanda has always supported and, as far as possible, contributed to the
various programmes of our Organization, and the authorities in my country
are conscious of the importance of meteorology and hydrology and of their
part in the various sectors of economic development.

It is from this

point of view, Mr. President, that many requests for assistance in these
fields have been made to various bodies and friendly countries during the
last few years.
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"Thus, on behalf of my delegation, I wish to thank all those who have
responded to our requests for assistance and, to mention only some of

them, I would like to inform the representatives of UNOP, FAO, France,
Belgium, Switzerland and the U.S.S.R., at this Congress, that their contributions in the form of equipment, training, services of experts, etc.,

have been greatly appreciated by the Government of the Republic of Rwanda.
Mr. President, distinguished delegates:
"Although some progress has been mode in the fields of meteorology and

hydrology,

~uch

still remains to be done, and _the road ahead is long.

Moy It therefore, toke this oppqrtunity of

sayi~g

now how grateful we

shall be to the bodies and friendly countries which will be kind enough
to assist us, so that our Meteorological and Hydrological Services may
be able to meet the various requirements and provide Jhe services which
the country __ expects from us, in the various fields of development.
"In conclusion, Mr. Pre_sident, my

dele~ation

has po..rticipated wi-th great

interest in the work of the Eighth World Meteorological Congress, held
here in Geneva, starting on 30 April 1979 and, -whenever

necessa~y,

r shall

make a point of notifying the Government of Rwanda of the conclusions of
our deliberations.
"Once again, Mr. President, may

r offer you my -sincere congratulations on

the way in which you have conducted the discussions at this Congress, and
may

r associate myself with the wishes of this august assembly in express-

ing my sincere wish that you will have a fruitful career.
"Thank_ you, Mr. President."
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Mr. EI-Ghadi (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) made the following statement:
"Thank you, Mr. President:
"1 apologize for a-sking'for the floor and I promise to be brief as IJIY

colleagues who previously had the floor left no chance

to add anything

to their words of appreciation to you and to Dr. Davies.

"It gives me great pleasure to address you, Mr. President, and the meeting
in Arabic, my mother tongue.

It is indeed on honour for you, Mr. President,

to achieve the introduction of the Arabic language as an official language
of WMO during your term of office as President of this Organization-.

On

this occasion and through you, I wish to extend my deep appreciation and
thanks

t~

the interpreters, particularly those for the Arabic Language,

for their great efforts in providing us with clear interpretation.
"Thank you."
Mr. McGilchrist (Jamaica) made the following statement:
"Mr. President:
"My delegation wishes to

su~scribe

to

eve~ythinQ

that has been said in praise

of both yourself, Mr. President, and the Secretary-General.
repeat the words of praise.

I would not

However, the distinguished delegate of Oman

deprived me of the proposal that I wished to make regarding you,
Mr. President, and I now wish to make the same proposol in honour of our
Secretory-General.

I therefore wish to calIon Congress to give a stand-

ing ovation to our departirrg Secretory-General."
(Standing ovation)
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Mr. Davies (Secretary-General) made the following statement:

"Thank you, Mr. President:
"You have just heard many eloquent statements in praise

of

you,

Mr. President.

and I would like to associate myself fully and sincerely with all that
has been said.

Some dele9_otes had taken the opportunity to say some kind

words about me and without, in any way, wishing to detract from the main
purpose of their remarks, which is of course to express their appreciation
of your great services to WMO, I would like, with your permission, to say
a few

words~

"Having already made one statement of appreciation to

Con~ress

this morning

on the aword of the title of Secretary-General Emeritus, I shall on this
occasion be- very brief.

Ma-y I simply, but very sincerely, express my

gratitude to all speakers. for their kind words to me . . They serve' to make
today an- even more memorable day than I thought it was this morning.

I

would- also like to thank you, Mr._ President, for your geherou5; I should
pe~haps

soy. over-generous, words about my own role in

I am very grateful to you.

W~-affairs,

and

May I, ot the some time, say -that it has been

a great pleasure and privilege to have worked with you over the past eight
years although, of course, as you have pointed out, our contacts go bock
much further than that.

You have given unstintingly of your time and

effort in the cause of WMO and it has at 011 times· been, as I have said,
a great pleasure and privilege to work with you and, moreover, to do so
in such a worm-spirited co-operation ond friendship.

You may look back

wi th jusH fied pride on the contributions you have made to the progress
of our Organizo,tion, especially, but not solely, during the post eight
years.
"I wish to thank you, Mr. President."
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•
The President thanked all those

~ho

paid him tribute and, before closing

the session, said that he was leaving the Organization in the good hands of the
new President, Dr. Kintanar.

He then declared the Eighth World Meteorological

Congress closed.

The meeting rose at 6.50 p.m.
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