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x

x

Austria ...................................................................... .

xxxxxxxxxxxx

Bahamas ................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Bahrain ..................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Bangladesh ...........................•....................................

x

Barbados .................................................................. .

x

x

Belgium .................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

Belize ....................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Benin ........................................................................ .

x

Bolivia ...................................................................... .
Botswana .................................................................. .

x

x

x

x

x

Brazil ........................................................................ .

x

x

x

x

x

British Caribbean Territories ..................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Brunei Darussalam ................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Bulgaria .................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Burkina Faso ............................................................ .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Burundi .................................................................... .
Byelorussian SSR .................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

Cambodia ................................................................. .
Cameroon ................................................................. .
Canada ......................................................................

x

x

x

x

Cape Verde ............................................................... .
Central African Republic ........................................ ..
Chad ......................................................................... .
Chile ......................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x
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9

China ...................................•....................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Colombia .................................................................. .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

10

Comoros ................................................................... .
Congo ....................................................................... .
Costa Rica ................................................................ .

x

x

C6te d'Ivoire ......................................................... ;.. ..
Cuba ........................................................................ ..

x

x

x

Cyprus ..................................................................... ..

x

x

x

Czechoslovakia ........................................................ .

x

x

x

Democratic People's Republic of Korea .................. .

x

Denmark .......................................................:........... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

X

x

x

x

x

x

x

·x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Djibouti .................................................................... .
Dominica ................................................................. ..

x

x

x

x

x

x

Dominican Republic ............................................... ..
Ecuador ................................................................... ..
Egypt .... :.................................................................. ..

xxxxxxxxxxxx

El Salvador ................................................................

x

Ethiopia .................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Fiji ........................................................................... ..

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Finland ..................................................................... .

x

x

x'

x

x

x

x

X

x

France ...................................................................... ..

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

'x

x

x

x

French Polynesia .......................... ;.......................... ..
Gabon ...................................................................... ..

x

Gambia .........................................................:........... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x ·x

x

x

x

Germany .................................................................. ..

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x. x

x

x

x

Ghana ...................................................:.................. ..

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Greece .:.................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x- x

x

x

x

.~

x

x

x

x

X'x

x

x

x

x

X

x

x

Guatemala ............................................................... ..
Guinea ..................................................................... ..

x

Guinea-Bissau .......................................................... .
Guyana ................................................. :.................. ..
Haiti ..................................... :............................... ;.. ..
Honduras ..............................:................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x·

x

Hong Kong ............................................................... ..

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Hungary ....................... :........................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

X·

x'

iceland ...........:.......................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x'

x

x

x

x
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India ......................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Indonesia .................................................................. .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Iran, Islamic Republic of ......................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Iraq ............................................................................

x

Ireland .......................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Israel ......................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Italy .......................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Jamaica ..................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Japan ........................................................................ .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Jordan ....................................................................... .
Kenya ....................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

Kuwait ...................................................................... .

x

x

Lao People's Democmtic Republic ...........................
Lebanon ................................................................... .
Lesotho ..................................................................... .

x

Liberia .......................................................................

x

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ........................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Luxembourg ............................................................. .

x

Madagascar .............................................................. .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Malawi. .................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Malaysia ................................................................... .

xxxxxxxxxxxx

Maldives ................................................................... .

x

Mali .......................................................................... .

xxxxxxxxxxxx

Malta ........................................................................ .

x

Mauritania .................................................................

x

Mauritius .................................................................. .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Mexico ..................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

Mongolia .................................................................. .

xxxxxx
xx

Morocco ................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

xxxxx

xxx

xx

Mozambique ............................................................ .

xxxxxxxxxxxx

Myanmar .................................................................. .

xxxxxxxxxxxx

Namibia .................................................................... .
Nepal ........................................................................ .

x

x

x

x

x

x

Netherlands .............................................................. .

xxxxxxxxxxxx

Netherlands Autilles ................................................ .

x

x

x

x

x

New Caledouia .......................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x
x

x
x

x
x

x
x

x
x
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New Zealand .............................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Nicaragua ..................................................................

x

x

x

x

Niger .........................................................................

-xxxxxxxx

Nigeria ..................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Norway ..................................................................... .

-x

x

x

x. x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Oman .........................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Pakistan .....................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

-x

x

x

x

x

x

Panama ..................................................................... .
Papua New Guinea ................................................... .
Paraguay ................................................................... .

x

x

x

Peru .......................................................................... .

x

Philippines ............................................................... .

x

X

X

Poland ...................................................................... .

x

x

x

Portugal .....................................................................

x

x

Qatar ..........................................................................

x

Republic of Korea .................................................... .

x

x

x
x

-x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

-x

x

x

x

'x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x.

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

X

x

Republicof Yemen ....................................................
Romania ................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

<x

Rwanda .................................................................... .
Saint Lucia ............................................................... .
Sao Tome and Principe ............................................ .
Saudi Arabia .............................. ;............................. .

x

x

Senegal ..................................................................... .

x

x

Seychelles ................................................................ .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x-

x

x

x

x

x

-x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x'--x

Sierra Leone ............................................................. .
Singapore ................................................................. .
Solomon Islands ................................. ;..................... .
Somalia ..................................................................... .
Spain .................................................................. ~ ..... .
SriLanka .................................................................. .
Sudan ....................................................................... .

xx

xxxx-xx

Suriname .................................................................. .

x

x

-x

Swaziland ................................................................. .

x

x

x

Sweden ..................................................................... .

x

x

x

x

Switzerland .............................................................. .

x

x

Syrian Arab Republic ............................................... .

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x' x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

ATIENDANCIl AT PLENARY MEETINGS

Meetings

Name

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Thailand ....................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Togo ..........................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Tunisia .......................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Turkey .......................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Trinidad and Tobago .................................................

Uganda

......................................................................

x
x

x

x

Ukrainian SSR ........................................................ o.

x

x

.........................

x

x

x

x

x

United Arab Emirates ...............................................

x

x

x

x

x

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Nortbem Ireland ........................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

United Repnblic of Tanzania ....................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

United States of America ..........................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Uruguay ....................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Venezuela ..................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

VietNam ...................................................................

x

x

x

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

x

Yugoslavia .................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

x

x
x

Vanuatu .....................................................................

x

Zaire ..........................................................................
Zambia ......................................................................
Zimbabwe .................................................................

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Non-Member States
Holy See .....................................................................

International Organizations
United Nations ...........................................................

x

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements .........

x

x

Economic Commission for Europe ............................
United Nations Development Programme .................

x

United Nations Environment Programme ..................
United Nations Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee for a Framework Convention on
Climate Change..........................................................
United Nations Office of the Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator ....................................................
Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees .......................................

x

x

x

x
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Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations .................................................

7

8

9

10

11

12

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization .................................................
World Health Organization ........................................
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission ........

x

x

International Civil Aviation Organization ..................

x

x

International Telecommunication Union ...................

x

x

International Atomic Energy Agency .......................

x

x

x

International Commission on Irrigation
and Drainage .............................................................

x

Agency for Air Safety in Africa and
Madagascar ...............................................................

x

European Centre for Medium-range
Weather Forecasts .....................................................

-

International Society of Biometeorology ..................
Organization of African Unity ..................................

x

'-

Presidents of technical commissions
Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology ..............

x

x

x

Commission for Agricultural Meteorology ...............
Commission for Atmospheric Sciences .....................

x

x

Commission for Basic Systems .................................

x

x

x

Commission for Climatology ....................................

x

x

x

Commission for Hydrology .......................................

x

x

x

Commission for Instruments and Methods
of Observation ............................................................

x

x

Commission for Marine Meteorology .......................

x

x

AGENDA

Agenda item

ReleVanl documents

Resolutions adopted

1.

Organization of the session

1.1

Opening of the session

PINK IS

1.2

Establishment of a Credentials Committee

PINK IS

1.3

Approval of the agenda

I; 2; PINK IS

1.4

Establishment of committees

PINK IS

1.5

Report of the Credentials Committee

PINK I; PINK 8;
PINK 14; PINK IS;
PINK 27; PINK 56;
PINK 68

1.6

Approval of the Minutes

PINK 15

2.

Reports

2.1

Report by the President of the Organization

72; PINK 4

2.2

Report by the Secretary-General

PINK 65

2.3

Report of the Financial Advisory Committee

82; PINK 3

2.4

Consolidated report on amendments to the
Technical Regulations

41; 41, ADD. I;
PINK 18

3.

Scientific and technical programmes

3.1

World Weather Watch Programme

3.1.0

World Weather Watch Programme;
Report of the president of CBS

30; PINK 36

3.1.1

Global Data-processing System

50; PINK 36

2

3.1.2

Global Observing System

50; PINK 36

3

3.1.3

Global Telecommunication System

50; PINK 36

3.1.4

WWW Data Management

50; PINK 36

3.1.5

WWW System SUppOit Activities, including
Operational Information Service

PINK 36

1

3; 3, ADD. 1; 3, ADD. 2;
43; 43,ADD. 1; 50;
PINK 36

3.1.6

Instruments and Methods of Observation
Programme; Report of the president of CIMO

33; PINK 7

4

3.1.7

WMO Satellite Activities

47; 47, REV. 1;
PINK 61

5

3.1.8

Tropical Cyclone Programme

38; PINK 46

6

3.2

World Climate Programme

4;4,ADD.l;
4,ADD.2

3.2.0

World Climate Programme;
Report of the president of CCl

57; PINK 47

3.2.1

World Climate Data Programme

59; PINK 48

3.2.2

World Climate Applications Programme

58 PINK 49

3.2.3

World Climate Impact Studies Programme

70; PINK 50

AGENDA

XVill

Agenda item

Relevant documents

3.2.4

World Climate Research Programme

60; PINK 53

7

3.2.5

Climate Change Co-ordination Activities

48; 73; 74;75; 76;
78; 79; PINK 9;
PINK 41; PINK 42;
Pll'lK 51; Pll'lK 54;
PINK 63

8; 9; 10;
11; 12

3.3

Atmospheric Research and Environment
Programme

5; 5, ADD. I; 54;
55; 61; PINK 45

3.3.0

Atmospheric Research and Environment
Programme; RepOit of the president of CAS

54; PINK 45

3.3.1

Global Atmosphere Watch

54; 61; PINK 25

13

3.3.2

Programme on Short- and Medium-range
Weather Prediction Research

54; PINK 45

14

3.3.3

Programme on Long-range Forecasting Research

54; PINK 45

3.3.4

Tropical Meteorology Research Programme

54; PINK 45

3.3.5

Programme on Physics and Chemistry of
Clouds and Weather Modification Research

54; PINK 45

3.4

Applications of Meteorology Programme (AMP)

6; 6, ADD. I; PINK 43

3.4.1

Public Weather Services Programme

29; PINK 43

15

3.4.2

Agricultural Meteorology Programme;
Report of the president of CAgM

51; PINK 62

16

3.4.3

Aeronautical Meteorology Programme;
Report of the president of CAeM

24; 25; PINK 44

17

3.4.4

Marine Meteorology and Associated
Oceanographic Activities Programme;
Report of the president of CMM

34; 34, ADD. 1;
35; PINK 58

18; 19;
20;21

3.5

Hydrology and Water Resources Programme

7; 7, ADD. I; 31;
32; PINK 13

22

3.5.0

Hydrology and Water Resources Programme,
overall review; Report of the president of CHy

31; 32; PINK 13

3.5.1

Operational Hydrology ProgrammeBasic Systems

31; 32; PINK 13

3.5.2

Operational Hydrology ProgrammeApplications and Environment

31; 32; PINK 137

3.5.3

Programme on Water-related Issues

31; PINK 13

3.6

Education and Training Programme

8; 39; PINK 28

3.6.0

Education and Training Programme,
overall review

39; PINK 28

3.6.1

Manpower development

39; PINK 28

3.6.2

Training activities

39; PINK 28

3.6.3

Education and training fellowships

39; PINK 28

3.6.4

Support to training events under other

39; PINK 28

WMO major programmes
3.7

Regional Programme

Resolutions adopted

23

AGEl';UA

XIX

Agenda item

Relevam documenls

3.7.1

Regional activities; Reports of presidents of
regional associations

40; 45; 64; 64, ADD. 1; 56; 66;
66, ADD. 1; 67; 69; PINK 26

3.7.2

Antarctic meteorology

52; PINK 32

4.
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WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
ELEVENTH CONGRESS
Geneva, 1-23 May 1991
MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING
1 May 1991 at 2.30 p.m.
1.

Opening of the session (agenda item 1.1)
The PRESIDENT, Mr ZOU Jingmeng, declared open
the Eleventh Congress of the World Meteorological
Organization and welcomed the guests on the podium:
H.E. Mr B. de Riedmatten (Ambassador of Switzerland
to the Vnile<! Nations and other international organizations
at Geneva and representative of the Federal Government of
Switzerland); Mr B. Lusti, President of the Grand Council
of the Republic and Canton of Geneva; Mr J. J. Monney,
President of the Municipal Council of the City of Geneva;
Mr M. Rossetti, representing the Administrative Council of
the City of Geneva; and Mr J. Martenson, Director-General
of the Unile<! Nations Office at Geneva and representative
of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr Perez
deCuimar.
1.1

Statement by H.E. Mr B. de Riedmatten,
Ambassador of Switzerland to the United
Nations and other international organizations at
Geneva
H.E. AMBASSADOR B. DE RlEDMATTEN observed
that in convening its Congress every four years, the World
Meteorological Organization assembled experts in meteorology and political policy-makers in this field from all
over the world. The task before them was growing and the
public was taking an ever-increasing interest in WMO's
work. The progress made in 1991 in particular was viewed
with pleasure by the Swiss authorities. Ambassador de
Riedmatten said it was an honour and a privilege for him,
on behalf of the Federal Council and the Geneva authorities, to welcome Congress delegates to Geneva and to
wish them every success in their work. The Swiss authorities, both Federal and Cantonal, were greatly honoured to
be able to host the Headquarters of an Organization with
such world-wide authority. He wished to pay tribute to its
Secretary-General, Professor Obasi, who guided the
Organization so successfully.
The issues which Congress was to discuss bore
eloquent testimony to the phenomenon of interdependence
between States and interdependence between issues,
which it would be unrealistic to deal with in isolation.
Congress was a vital cornerstone in the building of a more
just, healthy and balanced world - the major goal of the
United Nations system. During the past four years, issues
relating to climate change, which directly concerned
WMO, had been very much in the public eye and both
politicians and the public at large had become aware of the
very specific and serious risks which could threaten
humanity because of global wanning and the greenhouse
effect. Perhaps there was even something good in that,

because everyone had to rally to the cause to counter the
challenge. Switzerland fully shared all those concerns and
the Swiss authorities would continue to support negotiations on the issue, which required unstinting effort.
While it was true that climate issues had high priority, the other activities in which WMO was engaged
should not be pushed to the background; they were all
conducted with a view to closer co-operation between
countries in the fields of observation, telecommunications
and the development of meteorological information. In
order to overcome the current economic problems, especially in developing countries, mankind would be well
advised to make the best possible use of atmospheric
resources and, in particular, the water cycle. WMO played
an essential role not only as co-ordinator but also as
adviser and as a reference point for government services.
Finally, in the context of the development of meteorological activities, he wished to mention the growing
importance of satellites, the only instruments able to
observe large areas of the globe deficient in surface
stations, in particular the oceans. Improved performance
in that area, as in all others, went hand in hand with cost
increase. Switzerland was determined to contribute fully
to the financing of satellites which it used jointly with
other countries, and to continue its efforts to ensure that
meteorological data needed by all countties were provided
at the best available technological level.
During the four weeks which Congress was to span,
delegates would be discussing ambitious projects at world
level, as well as Plans of Action covering several years
and the financing of their implemention. The choice of
priorities, given limited resources, would require consider-

able wisdom. The Swiss Government was convinced that
delegates would be successful in fulfilling their task and
he wished them every success.
1.2

Statement by Mr J. Martenson, Directnr-General
of the United Nations Office at Geneva and
Representative of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, Mr Perez de Cuellar

MR MARTENSON said that since Tenth Congress,
economic problems had continued to affect both developed and developing nations, but the hardest struck had
been the poorest which, as usual, bore the main brunt of
economic instabilities. The United Nations system had not
escaped the prevailing economic and social pressures, a
situation which had put additional strain on staff at all
levels as they tried to maintain implementation of
approved programmes at as high a level as possible.
However, the far-reaching developments laking place
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within the sphere of responsibility of WMO were
commendable, even though the Organization had experienced its share of difficulties.
Weather and climate were important natural
resources available to all nations and affected practically
all facets of man's economic and social development.
Proper application of meteorological and hydrological
knowledge could bring inestimable benefits to all countries. Human activities had always been sensitive to
fluctuations in weather, climate and the availability of
water but it had recently become clear and widely
acknowledged that human activities were capable of altering weather and climate regionally, and indeed globally.
The World Weather Watch Programme, the product
of advances in outer-space technology, was a shining
example of international co-operation. The United Nations
followed such activities closely through its Committee on
Outer Space, and the United Nations Secretariat, through
its Division on Outer Space Activities, co-operated with
WMO in the organization of seminars and workshops on
various aspects of satellite observations.
The Tropical Cyclone Programme had also made a
great contribution toward easing the suffering and loss of
property caused by tropical storms in vulnerable areas. In
that field co-operation between WMO and the United
Nations was excellent, especially with regard to the implementation of the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction.
The World Climate Programme was yet another
ambitious undertaking which offered untold benefits to the
future economic development of nations. The previous
four years had witnessed rapid developments in that area
and the problems of ozone depletion and the growing fears
of global warming and potential climate change were
matters of concern to all. The need for a legal Convention
to protect climates had been fully recognized and the
United Nations would be working closely with WMO and
other organizations to achieve that objective through the
International Negotiating Committee on the Framework
Convention on Climate Change (INC).
The United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED) was another area in which
the involvement of the World Meteorological Organization was crucial and WMO was taking an active part in
its preparation. It was hoped that the Framework
Convention on Climate Change being drawn up by the
INC could be endorsed by the Conference to be held in
Brazil in June 1992.
With regard to the WMO Third Long-term Plan
before Congress, it was obvious that WMO had put
immense efforts into its planning, which was the attitude
needed to enable meteorology and hydrology to play their
full roles in human affairs, to meet new challenges, foresee economic and social circumstances and mobilize the
resources of Member States to achieve agreed goals.
1.3

Message from Mr V. Pavlov, Prime Minister of
the USSR

The SECRETARy-GENERAL read out the following
message from the Prime Minister of the USSR,
Mr V. Pavlov:

"In the Soviet Union, the activities of WMO are highly
regarded with respect to implementation of the main
scientific/technical and environmental programmes and
projects. The information obtained through the intennediaIY of WMO on the state of the planet has permitted
Governments to determine the pressing tasks in both
scientific and applied fields connected with climate
change, rational use of natural resources, including
energy, and natural disaster reduction; that, in turn, has
ensured ecological protection as well as mankind's continued development.
WMO has a leading role to play in solving global
climate problems. Useful work is being carried out by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, created
jointly by WMO and United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), in laying the foundations for a
corresponding international convention.
The experience accumulated by the Organization in
research on such phenomena as tropical storms, hurricanes and flooding is particularly valuable in canying out
work for the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction proclaimed by the United Nations.
The Soviet Union is convinced that WMO is called
upon to make a sizeable contribution to the preparations
for, and successful conduct of, the UN Conference on
Environment and Development (Earth Summit) to be held
in 1992, the international forum which will determine the
main directions and forms for international co-operation
in the field of environmental "protection for many years
ahead."

1.4

Statement by RE. The Honourable C. J. Butale,
Minister of Works, Transport and
Communications of Botswana

MR BUTALE expressed his pleasure and honour at
representing his country at Eleventh Congress, which was
the first he had attended.
He recalled that Botswana had been a Member of
WMO since 1967 and for more than twenty years had
received substantial technical assistance in the form of
expert services, training fellowships and equipment
through WMO's Technical Co-operation, Education and
Training, and Voluntary Co-operation Programmes. That
assistance had greatly helped to strengthen the national
Meteorological Service and had promoted development
projects in all the major sectors of the national economy.
The Voluntary Co-operation Programme in particular had
been effective in providing assistance to developing countries and it was hoped that donors would be encouraged to
increase their financial support so that more fellowships
could be offered and manpower developed.
In recent years, national economic planners and
administrators had increasingly recognized ways in which
meteorological services could contribute to the social and
economic development of the country. The Government
had therefore given higher priority to the development of
projects of the national Meteorological Service in support
of various WMO programmes.
In an effort to improve Botswana's contribution to
the World Weather Watch, plans had been approved to
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open one or two surface-based synoptic stations each year,
thus bringing the total from eleven to twenty-five; two
more upper-air radiowind/radiosonde stations were being
installed in 1991, making four in all. To obtain meteorological data from the remote areas of the country, seven
automatic weather stations received under the
FINNIDA/SATCC/WMO Meteorology Project for
SADCC countries and bilaterally through the UK
Overseas Development Administration (ODA) were
currently being installed. Botswana was in the process of
taking control of its airspace and in order to support those
activities a Doppler weather radar station was being established at the central forecast office at Botswana's
international airport - Sir Seretse Khama Airport - in
Gaborone.
Within the framework of the Applications of
Meteorology Programme, Botswana had placed special
emphasis on agrometeorology, agricultnral production being
the backbone of its mral economy. Since the annual population growth stood at 3%, the continued development of
agricultural income and employment opportunities was a
major priority for the Government. In order to strengthen
meteorological support an agrometeorological section hail
been established with UNDP/WMO assistance. A National
Committee for Agrometeorology had also been set up to
promote the section's activities, including drought monitoring
and crop-yield modelling using meteorological data, and to
provide crop-production estimates to the Ministry of
Agriculture.
The efforts being made to establish a droughtmonitoring centre at Harare, Zimbabwe, under WMO/
UNDP project RAF/88/044 were greatly appreciated.
Botswana was also making use of the products of existing
meteorological satellite programmes. A primary data user
station, received from UK ODA in 1989, was in operation
and METEOSAT data were used routinely during the rainy
season to monitor conditions in the rangelands and arable
areas of the country. METEOSAT was also used to capture
real-time meteorological reports from the automatic weather
stations.
Botswana welcomed the work and achievements of
the World Climate Programme, which had contributed
greatly to the understanding of the causes, processes and
effects of climate and climate change. In order to promote
the activities of the World Climate Programme, a National
Climate Committee would be established as soon as possible. Botswana was also taking a keen interest in the
activities of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, since it was an arid country at great risk from the
impacts of climate change resulting from man-made
emissions of greenhouse gases.
Mnch research was required at the national level to
address the issue of climate change and external assistance
was required. Action had been taken by the international
community to phase out chlorofluorocarbons. Although
Botswana did not produce, and scarcely used, CFCs, the
Governmeut had decided to ratify the Vienna Convention
and associated Montreal Protocol on substances that
deplete the ozone layer. A country-wide study would be
needed, and there also external assistance was required.
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In addition to the existing network of climatological
stations, it was planned to establish a regional BAPMoN
station and an ozone-measuring station at suitable locations in the country with WMO assistance: that was an
area where the Voluntary Co-operation Programme should
play an impottant role.
1.5

Statement by H.E. The Honourable T. GrahamDouglas, Minister for Aviation of Nigeria

MR GRAHAM-DOUGLAS expressed his pleasure in
attending Eleventh Congress both in his capacity as
Minister for Aviation of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
responsible for meteorological services, and as head of his
country's delegation.
During the next four weeks, he said, Congress
would again be dealing with administrative, technical and
scientific matters relating to the aims of meteorology and
operational hydrology. The very close interrelationship
between those disciplines and all facets of human endeavour would also be looked into. The tremendous strides
taken in meteorology in the last few decades, both regionally and globally, were witness to the committed efforts of
WMO.
A tradition of friendly international collabomtion and
co-opemtion even in the face of political differences had also
been established. Those qualities, coupled with the
efficiency and cost-effectiveness of the Organization, had
led Nigeria to at!ach great importance to the role of WMO as
a Specialized Agency of the United Nations. During the next
few weeks participants would no doubt be faced with the
task not only of taking stock of the achievements so far
attained by the Organization and its multifarious
progmmmes, but also of identifying problem areas and of
drawing up consolidated plans to solve them. Looking
through past records of achievement one could not fail to
note the rapid developments which had taken place in many
national weather services. The improvements in forecasting
of the movement and contairnnent of the devastating effects
of severe tropical synoptic disturbances, especially tropical
cyclones, were particularly worthy of mention.
Those improvements had no doubt been aided by
introduction of sophisticated meteorological satellites as
well as the new genemtion of upper-air measuring devices
in the Global Observing System of the World Weather
Watch Progmmme. WMO's role in the field of agrometeorology and water resources, particularly in Africa, had also
been very commendable but further effort was needed to
be able to cope with the magnitude of the problems in
agriculture and food supply confronting many developing
countries.
Mr Graham-Douglas expressed his deep gratitnde to
UNEP and WMO for their expert assistance, through the
agrometeorological unit of the Department of Meteorological Services, which would go a long way to enhancing
food production in his country.
There, were, however, other regional and global
adverse atmospheric phenomena such as drought, the
effects of global warming and climatic changes and variability, desertification, air and water pollution and the
effects of acid rain, which still kept policy-makers of
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neighbouring countries anxious as to how soon concrete
solutions would be found to mitigate the adverse effects.
Such adverse weather occurrences persisted in spite of
various technological and scientific advances and the
many laudable programmes in WMO and the United
Nations agencies. In that connection he wished to
commend WMO and UNEP for the tremendous effort put
into the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), which had produced an invaluable report
on the assessment, impact and strategy option relating to
climate change. Further steps taken both during and after
the Second World Climate Conference (SWCC) were
encouraging, as Member countries had strengthened their
realization of the need for global co-operation to forge a
lasting solution to the threat posed by global warming and
consequential climate change. It was necessary to ensure
the legacy of a cleaner environment for the future generations and, as Congress commenced, it should be borne in
mind that the world community looked to WMO for
continued efforts in finding desirable solutions to these
and other problems.
Congress should look very closely into the Third
Long-term Plan presented for consideration and appraisal.
The overall policies and strategies forming Part I of the
Plan were indeed quite challenging and went in the right
direction. It was noted that the recommendation emanating from the recent SWCC had been incorporated.
However, the most important aspect of the Third Longterm Plan was Part II, which contained technical and
scientific programmes such as the all-important World
Weather Watch Programme, the Hydrology and Water
Resources Programme, and the equally important and vital
Applications of Meteorology Programme; which included
the Agricultural Meteorology Programme.
He also emphasized the great importance attached
by Nigeria, and most developing. countries, to the
Technical Co-operation and Education and Training
Programmes. In a time of global economic recession, the
effects of which were mostly felt in Third World countries,
such programmes were of vital importance if those countries were to make full use of technological and
scientifical advances, not only for their own benefit but
also for that of advanced nations. It was therefore with
keen interest that his Government looked forward to the
implementation phases ofthe Third Long-term Plan,
which would no doubt contribute to the social and
economic development both of his country and of many
other nations. He wished to draw particular attention to the
African Centre of Meteorological Applications for
Development (ACMAD), an all-important regionally
planned project in which WMO had played a leading role
with the Economic Commission for Mrica. Nigeria had
placed much emphasis on the project during Tenth
Congress in 1987 and it was gratifying that action had
been taken to ensure the Centre's take-off. WMO should
continue to playa vital role in its development; that would
no doubt go a long way towards finding a solution to
minimize the devastating effects of the ever-recurring
drought in most Mrican countries. It would also enable
national Meteorological Services to improve their

products in support of many development projects in their
respective countries. The essential continued support of
other relevant United Nations agencies and friendly countries in the development of ACMAD would be
appreciated.
Mr Graham-Douglas was convinced that WMO, in
continued close collaboration with other United Nations
agencies such as UNDP, UNEP, FAO, ITU and UNESCO,
would meet expectations in finding lasting solutions to
various meteorological and climatological problems and
facing other challenges that lay ahead.
The Government of Nigeria wished to express its
satisfaction at what had already been achieved by the
Organization, especially through the efforts of the
Secretariat. Credit must be given to the President for the
most able manner 1n which he had directed the course of
the Organization and to the Secretary-General and
Secretariat staff who had relentlessly implemented the
day-to-day management responsibility of WMO's scientific and technical programmes.
The Nigerian Government continued to give priority
to the demands made by the Department of Meteorological Services of the Ministry for Aviation to enable it
effectively to carry out its duties to the national communi"
ties. An increase in the number of observing and
collecting centres using Data Collection Platform (DCP)
and Data Retransmission System (DRS) communications
would be of the topmost priority to boost data acquisition.
The Government would welcome the opportunity to host
some regional working group meetings as well as sessions
of other constituent bodies of WMO, with a view to
exploring the upward development of national
Meteorological and Hydrological Services.
The Government was poised to ensure that the benefits of meteorology and operational hydrology were
exploited to the fullest extent and recognized that international support, in particular from WMO, would be greatly
needed. It was also appreciative of the training opportunities offered to the staff of the Meteorological Services and
the Federal Ministry of Water Resources in the way of
university courses in the field of applied and operational
meteorology.
Finally, Mr Graham-Douglas expressed the appreciation of his Government for the continued support and
co-operation Nigeria received from numerous friendly
countries and the hope that existing close relationships
with those countries would be sustained. He concluded by
reaffirming his Government's continued support of WMO
and wished the Eleventh Congress a fruitful session.
1.6

Statement by Mr J. Jipguep, Deputy
Secretary-General ofITU

MR J. JIPGUEP welcomed the opportunity to represent the International Telecommunication Union at the
Eleventh WMO Congress and transmitted the best wishes
of its Secretary-General.
The close co-operation between WMO and ITU
resulted from the importance of meteorological data and
information and the need to transfer the data very quickly
from one point to another using telecommunication
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networks. Fonnerly, it had been the PTf services which
had transmit1ed meteorological data over 1elephone lines
but now, on the threshold of the 21st century, technological progress had greatly improved the effectiveness and
availability of telecommunication lines. However, much
remained to be done, especially in developing countries,
where the distribution of these services was still very
unequal.
Other areas of co-operation also needed to be
considered, such as the assignment of frequencies for
weather services. Assignments and re-assignments called
for in1ensive study due to their important financial implications. In that regard, ITO had taken due note of WMO's
concern, as expressed under agenda item 3.l.7 (WMO
sa1elli1e activities). Long-tenn climate forecasts were also
a source of concern, particularly given the prospect of
global warming and its impact on the environment. New
developments in telecommunications technology were to
be hoped for, especially in the area of remote sensing and
measurement. An increasingly precise assessment of all
factors likely to harm the climate would be a major aim in
the future. lTU officials at Congress would remain available to all delegates and take note of all the questions
addressed to lTU. Further co-operation between WMO
and ITU in many areas of global importance, such as the
implementation of the International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction, inter-agency meetings on outer-space
activities and the adoption of ajoint position for the negotiation of questions affecting both Organizations, were to
be welcomed. The efforts of the Secretary-General of
WMO were greatly appreciated.
1.7

Statement by Mr G_ KnIlenberg, Secretary, IOC

MR KULLENBERG conveyed to Congress the best
wishes of the Director-General of UNESCO and the
appreciation and satisfaction of the IOC governing body
with respect to the co-operation between IOC and WMO.
Since the beginning of the World Climate Research
Programme (WCRP) in 1979 the oceanographic community had been very much involved in fonnulating part of
that programme through co-operation between IOC and
the Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR)
and in harmony with WMO. In particular the Tropical
Ocean and Global Atmosphere (TOGA) and the World
Ocean Circulation Experiment (WOCE) programmes
were aimed at a better understanding of the role of the
ocean in relation to climate, climate change and climate
variability, and would provide the scientific basis for
improving prediction of climate variability and climate
change on seasonal, inter-annual and decadal time scales.
Oceanographic research institutions were involved in
those activities on a global scale and there was close
collaboration between the meteorological and oceanographic communities. The results of TOGA had indicated
the possibility of considerable improvement in predicting
E1 NillojSouthern Oscillation. It was now time to increase
the efforts and use those results to ensure progress towards
the operational phase.
The WOCE, which had started its field phase
in 1990, aimed at understanding the role of the ocean
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vis-a-vis climate change and climate variability on decadal

and even longer time scales. The experiment would
include ocean observation and modelling, and aimed to
establish the extent to which predictions of climate change
might be improved. Scientific guidance for those activies
was provided internationally through the Joint Scientific
Steering Committees for TOGA and WOCE, as well as
the Joint WMO/IOC Intergovernmental TOGA Board and
the Joint IOC/WMO Intergovernmental WOCE Panel.
The Second World Climate Conference had recognized the role of the ocean in the climate system and had
emphasized the need both to strengthen international cooperation and to improve ocean observation as part of a
global ocean observing system. The IOC Assembly had
recognized the need for expanded in1ernational interaction
and had expressed the hope that WMO would be willing
to accept co-sponsorship by IOC of the WCP and in
particular of the WCRP. It was of course understood that
such co-sponsorship carried with it many responsibilities,
but IOC hoped that WMO would consider the offer
favourably.
The second major Ibrnst of co-operation between
IOC and WMO concerned the ocean observation both
above and below the sea: the first phase in the establishment of a Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) as a
major component of the Global Climate Observing
System (GCOS) was just beginning. IOC had committed
itself to the development of those systems and was looking to WMO for a strong co-operative effort. An initial
priority of the GOOS was the climate-related subsystem,
which would have to be built largely on existing systems
such as IGOSS, a joint WMO/IOC undertaking.
Given the current problems with regard to the environment and development which had been highlighted by
the SWCC and the !PCC and during preparations for the
UN Conference on Environment and Development
(UNCED) to be held in Brazil in June 1992, all parts of
society should strive for maximum co-operation for their
solution.
1.8

Statement by Mr S. Cernava, Representative of
ICAD

MR CERNAVA conveyed to the President the best
wishes of the Secretary-General of ICAD for the success
of the Eleventh Congress.
ICAO had been associated closely with WMO from
the very beginning and as a result joint regulatory documents had been promulgated and a number of joint
meetings held. Representatives were exchanged whenever
aeronautical meteorology was being discussed, and a close
and effective working relationship had been established
between the two Secretariats, involving frequent negotiations on subjects of common interest.
The CDM/METjOPS Divisional Meeting, which had
been held jointly with the ninth session of the Commission
for Aeronautical Meteorology in September 1990 at ICAO
headquarters in Montreal, had demonstrated the importance
and efficiency of such joint meetings. Among other
important issues, it had undertaken, after more than 20 years,
a fundamental review of aeronautical requirements relating
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to aerodrome meteorological reports as well as aerodrome
forecasts. The review had been one of several concerted
actions with the full participation of international
aeronautical users' organizations and the assistance of the
Commission for Basic Systems, aimed at developing a new
generation of aeronautical meteorological code forms
(METAR and TAF) which the meeting had recommended
should become applicable in July 1993.
Since the beginning of the decade, ICAO's work had
been concentrated on the development of the World Area
Forecast System (WAFS). WMO assisted in its planning, and
components of the World Weather Watch made an important
contribution. ICAO relied heavily on the Global Observing
System to provide basic data for the forecasting work of the
regional and World Area Forecast Centres. The ICAO/WMO
study of the feasibility of joint use of satellite broadcasting
was being pursued. It was designed to make more effective
and efficient use of advanced telecommunication technology
within the ICAO aeronautical fixed service and the WMO
Global Telecommunication System. Results of the study
would contribute to the forthcoming transition to the final
phase of the WAFS.
Another important issue for aviation concerned the
hazard posed to aircraft by volcanic a~h cloud. In order to
provide observation reports of volcanic eruptions and
volcanic ash cloud, and issue warnings to pilots, ICAO
had organized the International Airways Volcano Watch.
A number of international organizations had been asked to
arrange for their stations to send reports of volcanic eruptions and ash cloud to meteorological watch offices or area
control centres. ICAO was grateful for the prompt
response from WMO in arranging for use of the GOS
ground observing stations for that purpose. In addition,
WMO was currently assisting ICAO by providing advice
on the monitoring of volcanic ash clouds by satellites and
the provision of trajectory forecasts.

1,9

Statement by Ms M. Opelz, Representative of the
IAEA

Ms OPELZ said that WMO and IAEA had a long
tradition of co-operation. Two areas of co-operation had
become crucial over the past few years and could be
expected to intensify in the future: the cycling of pollutants through the atmosphere, particularly in accident
situations, and work related to climate change.
Following the Chernobyl accident in 1986 the
Atmospheric Transport Model Evaluation Study
(ATMES) had been launched jointly by WMO and IAEA,
subsequently joined by the Commission of the European
Communities; the study had recently been completed. At
a workshop in March 1991,21 experts had presented
transport models and the results of their long-range atmospheric predictions, using radiological and meteorological
data measurements conducted after the Chernobyl accident. The exercise could form the basis for future
collaboration.
The use of the Global Telecommunication System
had been essential to the implementation of the lAEA
Conventions on Early Notification and Assistance in the
event of a Nuclear Accident or Emergency. A manual on

its use for that purpose had been published in 1989 and
computer software was being prepared to simplify and
speed up the process.
lAEA and WMO co-operated in studying hydrological aspects of accidental pollution and would also look at
models for predicting the transport and storage of pollutants in water and soil.
An international conference on the Radiological
Consequences of the Chernobyl Accident would be held
in Vienna, 21-24 May 1991, to present the results of an
international assessment carried out in 1990, in which
some 200 experts had taken part, including specialists
nominated by FAO, WHO, ILO and WMO.
In the area of climate change, IAEA had greatly appreciated WMO's leading role in ensuring that the political
negotiations that should cuhninate in a Framework
Convention on Climate Change took into account the vast
amount of scientific work undertaken over many years.
IAEA's particular interest had been to support climate-related
scientific investigations through the use of radioisotopes and
nuclear techniques and to promote co-operation on response
strategies, especially regarding energy production and use.
IAEA would be collaborating with WMO at the
1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development
and, together with other UN agencies, would contribute to
the International Conference on Water and the
Environment convened by WMO in Dublin in January
1992.

1.10 Statement by Mr 1., 1.udvigsen, Representative
ofUNCHS
On behalf of Dr A. Ramachandran, attending the
thirteenth session of the Commission for Human
Settlements, MR LUDVIGSEN spoke of the long tradition
of co-operation between WMO and UNCHS (Habitat).
The two organizations had collaborated inter alia in the
context of the work of the Commission for Climatology
and that of the Intersecretariat Group for Water
Resources (ISG- WR). UNCHS was participating in the
Steering Committee of ISG-WR and would be one of the
major contributors to the International Conference on
Water and the Environment, to be held in Dublin, 26-31
January 1992. It had been asked to develop one of the
four broad topics for the Conference and in co-operation
with the World Bank and UNDP would take a leading
role in preparing the necessary documentation relating to
the environmental management of water resources.
With regard to climate change, WMO and UNCHS
had co-operated in various inter-agency meetings, including the climate-change conference held in Cairo in
December 1989, and the Second World Climate
Conference at Geneva in 1990. They had also co-operated
within the Steering Committee and the working party of
the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
(IDNDR).

1,11 Statement \ly Mr E, Bonev, Representative of
UNDP
On behalf of Mr William Draper, Administrator of
UNDP, MR BONEV congratulated the President of WMO

FIRST PLENARY MEETING

on his excellent work during his mandate and reiterated
the good wishes of UNDP for a successful Congress.
The Elevenlh Congress was opening at a very dramatic
moment when Ihousands of people in Bangladesh were
victims of a natural disaster caused by typhoon activities. That
tragedy served to emphasize further Ihe importance Ihat Ihe
world community should attribute to Ihe slrenglhening of Ihe
WMO mandate.
UNDP's primary objective was to support Ihe efforts
of developing countries in accelerating their economic
and social development through Ihe provision of systematic and sustained systems in the field of technical
co-operation, geared to national development plans and
for Ihe benefit of the entire community. In more specific
terms, UNDP provided a system to promote or increase
self-reliance in the administrative, technical and research
capabilities needed to formulate and implement economic
and social development plans and policies in developing
countries. Needless to say, it could not do that job alone
and was constantly supported by Ihe Specialized Agencies
in their various technical fields of competence.
UNDP attached particular importance to the
activities of WMO and followed with keen interest its
important contribution in assisting developing countries
to upgrade their Meteorological and Hydrological
Services. The fruitful co-operation between the two
organizations dated back to Ihe very inception of UNDP.
During the period 1986-1991, UNDP had approved
a number of new projects in support of meteorological and
hydrological services in African countries, which had
resulted in an increased awareness of the importance of
those services to economic development. Four projects
had been completed in Myanmar, Oman, Qatar and Saudi
Arabia, while new projects were being approved for olher
parts of Ihe world, e.g. in Bangladesh on the improvement
of flood-forecasting and warning systems, and in Iran,
Mongolia, Oman, Qatar, Viet Nam and Yemen.
Under UNDP regional inter-country programmes,
several projects had approached completion with two
successful programmes, Ihat of Ihe Typhoon Committee,
which received programme support totalling US $1.7
million, and the Tropical Panel Programme for the Bay of
Bengal and the Arabian Sea, which placed emphasis on
the modernization and automation of meteorological
services and technical co-operation among developing
countries. Another UNDP/WMO project, the Regional
Tropical Cyclone Programme, would provide advisory
and consultancy services, training and equipment to 11
countries in the South Pacific and improve and update
their meteorological data network, data processing and
numerical forecasting, as well as telecommunication links
and warning systems.
Workshops had been conducted on disaster-prevention preparedness, wilh computer equipment provided to
some countries. UNDP was also supporting efforts in Ihe
field of manpower development in South-East Asia and
the South Pacific. Together with WMO, UNDP had
assisted in establishing a global observing system for Ihe
assessment of climate atmospheric pollution and the accumulation of greenhouse gases through climate computing
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(CLICOM), the Background Air Pollution Monitoring
Network (BAPMoN) and the Global Ozone Observing
System (G030S) computer and monitoring systems.
To sum qp, as stated in Document Cg-XI/Doc. 72,
during the period 1987-1990 UNDP had contributed an
amount of US $54.3 million to the WMO Technical Cooperation Programme, and an additional US $8 million in
overhead support. The substantial growth in technical
assistance activities during the past four years demonstrated clearly the world community's increasing
awareness of the importance of Meteorological and
Hydrological Services on Ihe one hand and Ihe commendable effectiveness and efficiency of WMO on the other.
On average the estimated number of countries to have
benefited from UNDP projects was 119, compared with an
average of 96 during the previous four-year period, the
primary objectives of the projects being mainly agrometeorology and hydrology, mostly in the least developed
countries of Africa, Ihe most deprived region.
In conclusion, on behalf of the Administrator of
UNDP, Mr Bonev expressed his thanks to the SecretaryGeneral ofWMO and to his highly qualified stafffor their
unreserved co-operation and assistance and support given
to UNDP Resident Representatives in the field, as well as
to their regional offices, in helping Governments to formulate and successfully implement their programmes. He
reiterated Ihe commitment of UNDP to further strenglhening its co-operation with WMO for the benefit of
developing countries.
1.12 Statemeut by Mr Zou Jingmeng, President of
WMO
The PRESIDENT thanked the Federal Council of the
Confederation of Switzerland, the authorities of the
Canton and City of Geneva, the United Nations and its
Specialized Agencies, the Permanent Missions of Member
States, the organizations, and all those whose work had
provided support for WMO.
Since Tenth Congress, when the Second Long-tenn
Plan had been adopted, the World Weather Watch had been
strengthened, the development of the World Climate
Programme had been reviewed and the Second World
Climate Conference (SWCC) had been held in 1990. The
SWCC had taken place against the background of growing
public and political awareness of the possibility of global
warming due to the greenhouse effect and the depletion of
the ozone layer due to chlorofluorocarbons. In 1988, the
Intergovenunental Panel on Climate Change had been set up
jointly by the Secretary-General of WMO and the Executive
Director ofUNEP and had held its first session in November
of Ihat year.
WMO had become the focus of international attention. The SWCC had involved not only scientists and
experts, but also Ministers from many countries and orga-

nizations.
Since the previous Congress, there had been a critical review of WMO technical co·operation activities and a
strategic approach had been adopted with a view to
"bridging Ihe gap" in services provided, particularly in the
developing countries.
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In 1988, the 1990s had been designated International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
(IDNDR); the forty-second session of the Executive
Council had endorsed a WMO Plan of Action for the
Decade which was before the Eleventh Congress for
approval. Also, the UN General Assembly had agreed to
convene a United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED), (0 be held in Brazil in June
1992. WMO had been involved in the preparatory
process, which included the organization of an
International Conference on Water and the Environment, to be held in Dublin in January 1992.
All of those developments had enhanced the public
and international image of WMO as a credible and competent scientific and technical organization, which in turn
had highlighted the important roles of national
Meteorological and Hydrological Services. In the light of
the financial difficulties which had faced the Organization,
only the support and understanding of all Members had
enabled the Executive Council and the Secretary-General,
through a series of ad hoc economy measures, to meet the
unforeseen and unbudgeted challenges. The establishment
by Tenth Congress of a Financial Advisory Committee
and the approval of a series of fundamental changes to the
Financial Regulations had proved to be extremely useful.
Activities over the years to come would set the stage
for entry into the twenty-first century. Achievements
would be critical to the economic and social development
of many Member countries. WMO, however, had to be
ready to accept and meet the challenges opened up by
those developments. Efforts had to be made to promote
national Meteorological and Hydrological Services,
particularly in developing countries, to enable them to
participate and benefit from the World Weather Watch.
The WWW in tum had to remain sufficiently flexible to
adapt to new scientific and technological developments,
with a view to providing maximum support and assistance
to national Meteorological and Hydrological Services.
WMO would have a major role to play in·the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction. It could and
should contribute to alleviating the death and destruction
caused by natural disasters such as tropical storms and severe
flooding, landslides, erosion, locusts, etc.
Environmental problems would also figure largely
in the activities of the Organization in the years ahead.
The UNCED would provide the most complete and accurate assessment of the state of the environment and set out
a detailed plan of how to deal with problems in the light of
the development needs of the peoples of the planet.
Protection of the atmosphere was one facet of particular
relevance to WMO, and the protection of fresh water
resources, as well as the protection of the oceans, would
require considerable input from WMO and national
Meteorological and Hydrological Services.
Societies and Governments were confronted with
increasing demands on water supplies, food, energy and
natural resources, and had to face up to the implications of
climate change, the long-range transport of chemical or
radioactive pollutants in the atmosphere and continued
deterioration of the environment. The time had come for

WMO's strength in fostering and maintaining friendly cooperation among its Members to be effectively converted
into developing an unprecedented range of meteorological, hydrological and environmental services in the
interests of peace and for the good of all nations. Congress
would approve the Third WMO Long-term Plan, and on
the basis of the Secretary-Genera!'s proposals would agree
on a programme and budget for the following four years.

2.

Establishment of the Credentials Committee
(agenda item 1.2)
In accordance with General Regulation 21, the
President proposed the establishment of a Credentials
Committee, recommending that all Regions be represented as at previous sessions of Congress. The proposed
membership was the principal delegates of the following
Members:
Regional Association I:
Regional Association II:
Regional Association III:
Regional Association IV:
Regional Association V:
Regional Association VI:

Gambia, Mauritius,
Morocco, Rwanda*;
Japan, Mongolia;
Brazil;
Bahamas,Honduras;
Vanuatu*;
Austria, Bulgaria, Ireland.

It was so agreed.
In the absence of the nominated principal delegate
for Mongolia, his alternate requested permission to participate in the Credentials Committee as acting head of the
Mongolian Delegation.

It was so agreed.
3.

Approval of the agenda (agenda item 1.3)
(Cg-Xl/Docs. I and 2; INF.3, REV.I)

The PRESIDENT submitted the agenda for Eleventh
Congress (Cg-XI/Doc. 1 and Cg-XI/lNF.3, REV.l) for
approval.

The agenda was approved.
4.

Establishment of committees (agenda item 1.4)
In conformity with General Regulation 23, the
PRESIDENT proposed the establishment of the following
committees:
4.1

Nomination Committee
In accordance with General Regulation 24 and with
the prior agreement of the Bureau and the presidents of the
regional associations, the PRESIDENT proposed the establishment of a Nomination Committee, composed of
presidents of regional associations and principal delegates:
Regional Association I:
President of RA I (Mali);
principal delegates of
Botswana and Kenya;
Regional Association II:
President of RA II (Qatar);
principal delegate of
Thailand;
'" See Minutes of the fourth Plenary meeting.
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Regional Association III:
Regional Association IV:

Regional Association V:
Regional Association VI:

President of RA III
(Uruguay);
President of RA N
(British Caribbean
Territories); principal
delegate of Barbados;
President of RA V
(Singapore);
President of RA VI
(Norway); principal delegates of Czechoslovakia
and Italy.

It was so agreed.
The PRESIDENT observed that all the principal delegates concerned had been consulted and that, in
accordance with General Regulation 29, he would be
present at the first meeting for the election of the chairman. In accordance with General Regulation 25 a
representative of the Secretary-General, with consultative
status, would be invited to assist the committee in its
work.

It was so agreed.

4.2

Working committees

The PRESIDENT pointed out that the Executive
Council had planned the work of Congress on the basis of
two such committees. The allocation of agenda items
between the proposed Committees A and B appeared in
Document Cg-XI/INF.3, REV. I. If there was no objection,
he would take it that the establishment of two working
committees, with the proposed allocation of agenda items,
was approved.

It was so agreed.
The PRESIDENT suggested suspending the work of
the plenary meeting in order to elect the co-chairmen for
Committee A and Committee B.

It was so agreed.
The PRESIDENT invited the two committees to elect
their co-chairmen and suspended the work of the plenary
meeting.

Sitting as Committee A, the Congress elected
Mr B. K. Mlenga (Malawi) and Ms E. Dowdeswell
(Canada) as co-chairmen by acclamation.
Sitting as Committee B, the Congress elected
Mr S. M. Kulshrestha (India) and Mr A. Lebeau (France)
as co-chairmen by acclamation.

Drafting Committee

The PRESIDENT observed that experience had shown
that a Drafting Committee W3' not strictly necessary and
therefore proposed that such a committee should not be
established.

It was so agreed.
4.3

4.4
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Co-ordination Committee

The PRESIDENT proposed the establishment of a Coordination Committee willi the composition prescribed in
General Regulation 27.

It was so agreed.

The plenary meeting was reconvened.
4.5

Working hours

The PRESIDENT stated that the working hours for
previous Congresses had been:
Monday to Friday: 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.
2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.
9.00 a.m. - 12 noon.
Saturday:
In the absence of any objection, he would take it
that those hours were acceptable to Eleventh Congress.

It was so agreed.

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m.
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2 May 1991 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.45 a.m.
5.

Report by tbe President of tbe Organization
(agenda item 2.1) (Cg-XI/Doc. 72)

The PRESIDENT introduced his report (Cg-XII
Doc. 72), which gave a consolidated account of the work
of the Organization, the Executive Council and the technical commissions, panels and working groups, as well as of
the Secretariat over the past four years. As the details
would be discussed fully in committees, he would not
make a lengthy introduction in plenary but wished to draw
attention to paragraph 153 which listed matters which
were required to be reported to Congress under the provisions of General Regulation 9(8).
He expressed his thanks to the Vice-Presidents for
their able advice and constant support, members of the
Executive Council with whom he had had the honour of
working closely, all colleagues - particularly those who
were no longer with the Organization and to whom he
wished every success in the future, and chairmen and
rapporteurs of working groups, technical commissions and
panels for all their efforts in the period leading up to
Congress. He expressed special appreciation to the
Secretary-General and members of the Secretariat for their
co-operation and assistance, which had greatly facilitated
his task.
Lastly, he paid tlibute to the memory of Sir Arthur
Davies, Secretary-General Emmtus, who had passed away
on 13 November 1990, for whom a commemoration ceremony was to be held during the course of Congress. He
also paid tribute to the late Mr Mohanuned Fathi Taba of
Egypt (former WMO President), Mr L. de Azeii.rraga of
Spain (former First Vice-President), Mrs. Made Annic
Martin Sane of France, Mr R. H. Ranaivoson of
Madagascar, and Mr J. M. Rubiato Molillas of Spain, as
well as to two members of the Secretatiat, Mr J. Peeters
and Mr N. Suzuki.

A minute of silence was observed in memory of
those persons.
The DELEGATE OF THE USSR congratulated the
President on his report and commended him on his leadership
over the past four years. During that period the Organization
had won an even greater reputation for being the most rationally organized of United Nations agencies; its work served to
meet the needs of people, to promote economic activity and
combat natural disasters, rather than simply represent the
reception and transmission of information as in the past. The
Organization had achieved important results in reporting
global and environmen1ai problems, especially in recent years,

which had been mmked by important developments resulting
from climate change and risks of a depleted ozone layer. The
Organization should maintain the approach it had adopted
and, although many organizations and individuals were
currently interested in such issues, should notcede its leading
role in working towards solving them.
The DELEGATE OF KENYA expressed his delegation's
appreciation of the illustrious gnidance which the
President had provided for the Organization, his diligence
and magnanimous disposition, while at the same time
working towards the advancement of the State
Meteorological Service in China - which the delegate of
Kenya had himself had the opportunity of visiting which benefited not only China but the whole meteorological community.
The implementation of Congress resolutions would
have been a more difficult task had it not been for the
efforts of the Secretary-General whose efficiency and tireless dedication during the inter-sessional period his
delegation commended.
He paid special tribute to donor countries Members of
WMO who had assisted the Kenya Meteorological Service
by providing fellowships abroad and had provided the
Service with necessary high-technology equipment through
both the Voluntary Co-operation Programme (VCP) and
bilateral arrangements. Such equipment had already
improved the standard of national Meteorological Services
and he hoped that assistance would continue to be provided
to that end. At the same time, developing countries could
assist each other under the WMO Progranune for Technical
Co-operation among Developing Countries (TCDC);
indeed, in that respect the Kenyan Government had assisted
some members of Regional Association I in a number of
ways, including the instailation and repair of specialized
equipment. In particular, a Kenyan expert had been very
active in the installation of CLICOM systems inside and
outside Africa and had given successful seminars on the
subject. Also, meteorological personnel from Regional
Association I countries had been attached to the Kenya
Meteorological Department - an exercise which had
provided benefits in both directions. He therefore urged
further strengthening of and co-operation in TCDC.
The WMO Education and Training Progranune had
done much for the developing countries, while at the same
time achieving little for the Meteorological Services of
tllOse counlties suffeling the effects of high staff turnover.
A positive contribution could be said to have been made
where those who were trained remained within their own
countries. Congress must take care not to weaken the
Programme, which offered developing countries consider-
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able benefits in tenns of manpower development.
Due to economic constraints, .many coun tries in
Mrica were unable to install the necessary equipment to
service the World Weather Watch (WWW) and facilities
must therefore be improved in order to meet socioeconomic demands on services. He appealed to Congress
to make the improvement of WWW facilities in Africa a
priority.
Kenya, through the Institute for Meteorological
Training and Research in Nairobi and the Department of
Meteorology of the University of Nairobi, was mounting
postgraduate courses in operational hydrology, marine
meteorology and physical oceanography. He appealed to
Member States to support that effort by providing assistance in the fonn of funds and personnel.
In conclusion, he pledged the commitment of his
country to Ibe advancement of meteorology as a science and
its support to Ibe meteorological community.
The DELEGATE OF GERMANY thanked the President
for his clear report which well reflected Ibe activities of
the Organization in its tenth financial period. He also
thanked the Secretariat for the preparatory work, which
had been particularly voluminous owing to the Third
Long-tenn Plan.
WWW should remain the main programme of the
Organization and that priority should be clearly expressed
in Ibe budget. The uninterrupted continuation of the operational part of WWW components must be ensured, for
only then would data be available for scientific evaluations and important applications.
Second in priority was the World Climate
Programme (WCP). WMO clearly had responsibility for
the overall co-ordination of activities relating to climate
but it must nonelbeIess be borne in mind !hat it was a technical organization and should focus on scientific and
technical matters, where it had a clear mandate. It must be
taken into account when considering the budget that
WMO had to deal with the requirements established by
the United Nations and WMO Member policy-makers.
New activities would require additional funds if
other, existing funds could not be disposed of. The difficulty lay in how to raise such funds. In that regard it was a
well-established principle in his country that obligatory
tasks of an organization or institution should be financed
through its regular budget; such a principle should also
apply to WMO. Naturally, however, where new, unforeseeable tasks emerged during a financial period for which
no financial provision had been made, extra-budgetary
funds might be created to cope with those requirements.
However, at the following Congress, all fundamental
activities should be fully iucorporated in the regular
budget to ensure that they could be carried out during the
financial period. That principle had not been fully applied
when drafting the new bodget, and fundamental activities,
such as those within the World Climate Progranune, were
having to rely on extra-budgetary fuuding outside tbe
financial coutrol of Congress, with the potential danger
that priorities set by Congress could not be appropriately
observed. Extra-budgetary funds should be used mainly
for non-priority activities outside the fundamental WMO

tenns of reference or for activities which were of interest
only to a few Members.
The Global Climate Observing System brought
together WWW, WCP mId the Atrnospheric Research
mid Environment Programme. In that connection there
was a need for a smoothly functioning Global
Atmosphere Watch and his country was prepared to
contribute to it by establishing a global station at
Garmisch-Hohenpeissenberg.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION IV said
that the length of the President's report reflected the
tremendous achievements of WMO under the President's
guidance. The report was dispassionale and factual; what
it did not reflect was the ambience and coherence which
the President had created among those working closely
wilb him. It was that personal interest and concern which
had contributed significantly to the accomplishments of
the Organization during the period under review.
The DELEGATE OF MALI, president of Regional
Association I, congratulated Ibe President on the results
achieved by Ibe Organization onder his guidance, particulatly
in respect of cIirnale-change matters. As Ibe representative of
a developing country, he drew attention to achievements in
issues of importance to such counbies - particularly in
WWW training and the applications of meteorology. He
hoped Ibe process of co-operation would continue so Ibat Ibe
Meteorological Services in developing countries might be
enhmlced. High priority should continue to be given to
WWW,particulatlyin view of Ibe economic difficultiesexperienced in developing countries as aresult of natural disasters.
In conclusion, he welcomed the President's universal vision of
the issues before Ibe Organization.
The DELEGATE OF PORTIlGAL said that, haviug been
present at the inception of the work of WMO, he wished
particularly to associale himself with the tribute paid to
Sir ArUmr Davies, Mr Fathi Taba and Mrs Martin Sane.
He congratulated the President on the work
achieved in recent years, and recalled that his delegation
had been among Ule first to support the nomination of Ibe
President at Ibe previous Congress.
He drew particular attention to paragraph 20 of the
President's report in the light of the fact that Ibe need for
meteorological services had given rise to a proliferation of
privale enterprises and commercialization of meteorological infonnation. That aspect must be borne in mind when
general policy was considered, especially as small countries like his own ran the risk of being colonized by larger
ones in that respect. Meteorological information was
req uired from bolb large and small countries and Ibe spirit
of solidarity and co-operation fostered by WMO should be
preserved.
On the question of climate change, he associated
himself with the comments made by the delegate of the
USSR. Meteorologists had been the first to draw attention
to such issues and it was important that the matter of Ibe
Climate Convention should be studied in the awareness
that WMO and UNEP should be the guarantors of such a
Convention. It was not necessary to establish new bodies
to consider such issues. He congratulated the SecretaryGeneral for his work in advocating the WMO approach in
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relation to the environment and noted that co-operation
between WMO and UNEP should be followed up at
national level.
Concerning the applications of meteorology,
national Services had an important role to play in such
aspects as combating forest fires. He urged WMO to
strengthen its efforts in that field.
The DELEGATE OF QATAR congratulated the
President on his report, which reflected the exceptional
achievements of the Organization over the past four years.
Meteorological services were very important in economic
and social development in both developed and developing
countries and the work carried out in the context of
WWW had undoubtedly enhanced the role of WMO.
An important matter to be discussed was that of the
provision of assistance to Member States during
emergencies, especially at those times when Members States
needed speedy assistance in the form of advice or studies in
specific services. Equivalent measures were applied by other
international organizations and he hoped that such an
approach might be adopted by WMO.
Lastly, he congratulated the Secretary-General on
his unstinting work for the Organization and support for
Member States.
The DELEGATE OF INDIA joined previous speakers in
commending the work achieved by the Organization under
the guidance of the President and Secretfu.-y-General.
During the period under review his own Meteorological Service had made substantial progress, particularly
through the establishment of a Regional Specialized
Meteorological Centre to study cyclones, located in New
Delhi, and the award of the !MO Prize in 1989 to a distinguished Indian meteorologist.
On the question of finances, he expressed his full
confidence that, under the combined efforts of members of
Congress, useful solutions would emerge. He stressed the
need to pay due attention to paragraph 150 of the
President's report. Referring to paragraph 16 of that report,
he noted that a first attempt had been made to identify
priorities to guide donor agencies when making contributions so that they could meet the most important needs.
Lastly, referring to paragraph 20, he agreed that the need
"to maintain the world-wide commitment to free and unrestricted international exchange of basic data and products
through the WWW systems" was a most important aspect.
The DELEGATE OF NIGERIA said that the achievements of WMO in the past four years were a clear
indication of the able manner in which the President had
directed the course of the Organization and at the same
time testified to the dedication of the Secretariat. Indeed,
the President's report reflected the essence of the tremendous work accomplished in recent years. During that time,
several issues - including climate change and global
warming - had emerged which WMO had addressed in
response to global demand. Indeed, it had come to the
forefront of international agencies in tackling such issues.
Such efforts should be continued in the next financial
period and the additional financial burden which those
programmes placed on the Organization should be
reflected in budget planning. While his delegation appreci-
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ated that the Organization had so far contained such extra
demands in the budget, it could not continue to do so
indefinitely. The budget should be closely examined to
ensure that the Secretariat was armed with enough financial weapons to face the new challenges. Although the
idea of zero growth was attractive, the matter must be
closely studied if WMO was to continue to make its mark
in respect of such global issues.
Lastly, he shared the view of the President of
Region IV that the President's deep interest in the development of meteorology went beyond what was contained in
the report and he registered his delegation's appreciation
of the President's personal interest in the development of
meteorology, particularly in developing countries.
The DELEGATE OF URUGUAY referred to the
increased demands and new challenges faced by WMO
under the guidance of the President and within the limits
of its fmancial restrictions. The role of WMO had continued to increase in importance over the years and its
prestige had grown proportionately. He thanked the
President for his guidance, which had gone beyond the
sphere of the Organization and had manifested itself
particularly in the interest he had shown in developing the
services of developing countries.
The DELEGATE OF TANZANIA thanked the President for
his genuine co-operation, ready assistance and rich guidance
and commended the President, the Secretary-General and the
Secretariat on the unique style of work it had adopted to the
benefit of the globe and all Member Stales.
The DELEGATE OF SPAIN congratulated the President
on the way he had conducted the work of WMO in the face
of various problems; the accomplishments of the Organization had been clear to the international community.
Referring to the report, he said that WWW should
continue to be the Organization's first priority; its smooth
functioning was crucial to the operational aspects of
national Meteorological Services and efforts should therefore be continued to analyse all aspects of WWW and to
extend it and make it more homogeneous. At the same
time, the World Climate Programme had increased in
importance, both for public opinion and for Governments
and the Organization. While its activities had clear political repercussions, the fundamental work should be
continued and extended to include basic climatological
applications in the context of economic development at
national level. The Organization must also meet the challenge of climate change and in that respect provide
support for related government decision-making. The
Education and Training Programme should be maintained
and improved as it was the most effective way of developing meteorological services and was of use in the
productive sector of countries.
Concerning the budget, while a zero-growth policy
was sound, made the Organization efficient and optimized
the utilization of resources, new programmes and challenges had arisen, so that it had become necessary to
foresee extra-budgetary provision, thus proving that the
existing budget had become insufficient. In that respect he
agreed with the delegate of Germany that extra-budgetary
allocations should be included in the regular budget.
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The DELEGATE OF AFGHANISTAN commended the
President on his excellent report and recalled that his delegation had been among the first to congratulate the
President on his election.
The importance of WWW was evident in that it
enabled all Member States to have access to meteorological and related information and was of essential
importance for developing countries striving to apply
advanced technologies. In that respect he urged that every
effort should be made to transfer the appropriate technologies to those countries. As the delegate of an agricultural
country, he congratulated the Organization on its work in
that area and announced that relevant WMO publications
were currently being translated into his own language.
Climate change was of major concern to his country as
there was concern that there would be a deterioration in
the environment of Afghanistan. Finally, he pointed out·
that a great many developing countries were still awaiting
WMO assistance to develop their Meteorological and
Hyrdrological Services with a view to being able to meet
their many national needs.
The DELEGATE OF BRAZIL congratulated the
President on his work at the head of WMO. Together with
the Secretary General he had made it possible for the
Organization to meet new global requirements. The new
Government of Brazil attached great importance to meteorological and environmental issues and for that reason his
country had been chosen to host the Conference on
Environment and Development, to be held in Rio de
Janeiro in June 1992. All participants would be welcomed
and it was hoped that the outcome of the Conference
would provide a framework for a Climate Convention.
The DELEGATE OF SENEGAL congratulated the President
on his dynamic work in implementing the decisions of the
previous Congress and expressed appreciation of the support
provided by the Secretary-Genem! and Secretariat, all of which
had contributed to agrowiug awareness on the partof the international community of the importance of the role of
meteorology in Ihe development process. Indeed, WMO must
ensure that policy-makers throughout Ihe world were aware lhat
meteorology and operational hydrology had to be an integrnl
part of development plans. The time had come to increase the
manpower, equipment and budgetary resources of
WMO in order to assist developing countries, to enhance
research and development and improve technical
co-operation. The Global Observing System should be
enhanced so that it could play an increasingly active role in
respect of agriculture, disaster prevention, safety and other
areas. Regional and sub-regional organizations should be
involved in such activities. Improvement in observation,
processing and the exchange of data must also be contioued. In
his own Region, great hope had been placed in the establishment of an observatory in Ihe Sahel with French support. At the
same time, the prime importance of establishing a system of
disaster prevention and emergency response must be recognized. His delegation also welcomed Ihe valuable contribution
of WMO in preparing the forthcoming United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development in 1992, in
which context WMO, UNEP and other involved United
Nations agencies should contione to WOlf< closely together.

In the face of the enormous task ahead of WMO, his
delegation joined that of Nigeria in its view that the
Organization could not remain at zero-growth level indefiuitely; new demands and activities must be taken into account
The DELEGATE OF POLAND said that the work of
WMO in hydrology and water development was very
important to Member States. He drew attention in that
respect to the need to ensure the quantity and, more
importantly, quality of water and strongly supported the
thrust of WMO activities in that area.
The DELEGATE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S
REPmlLIC OF KOREA endorsed the appreciation expressed
by other delegations for the President's excellent report.
WMO had achieved a great deal in its work, and
programmes including WWW and WCP were being
carried out very successfully. Technical co-operation was
a particularly important area for developing countries and
he hoped that the Organization would continue to pay
attention to it in the future.
The DELEGATE OF SAUDI ARABIA joined previous
speakers in congratulatiog the President on his report and on
activities since the preceding Congress. The World Climate
Progamme had given the Organization an important role
among international organizations. The Programme sb"ssed
the need to study the effect of greenhouse gases, which could
cause natural disasters if timely action were not taken. WWW
was an essential technical activity of the Organization and in
that context it would be useful to carry out comparisons of
meteorological equipment in order to determine which was
most effective for the observational needs of Member States.
Greater emphasis should be placed on research into technology, with studies being required in equipment and computer
systems related to meteorology.
The DELEGATE OF TIlE MALDIVES congratulated the
President on his many achievements, which were testimony to his dedication and to the successful teamwork
undertaken with the Secretary-General. WWW and WCP
would no doubt remain the two major activities of the
Organization in the years ahead as it took up the challenges of global climate change.
6.

Regional activities; Reports of presidents of
regional associations (agenda item 3.7.1)
(Cg-XI/Docs. 40; 45; 64; 64, ADD. 1; 65; 66;
66, ADD. I; 67 and 69)
The PRESIDENT noted that during the inter-sessional
period the presidents of regional associations had been
particularly active in contributing to the work of WMO in
its various aspects. The importance of their role had been
repeatedly recognized by the Executive Council since
Tenth Congress and great emphasis would continue to be
placed upon their roles in the future. He called upon the
presidents to make brief oral presentations of their reports.
6.1

Report of the president of Regional Association I
(Africa) (Cg-XI/Doc. 67)
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION I, introducing his report, paid tribute to the services rendered to
the Association by the outgoing officers Messrs
W. Degefu and H. Trabelsi.
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He pointed out that in order to meet the growing
requirements of Members the capabilities of the Regional
Office should be strengthened. Accordingly he expressed
strong support for the position taken by the SecretaryGeneral's proposal to increase the Regional Office staff during
the eleventh financial period. As the countries of Regional
Association I were greatly affected by all types of meteorological phenomena, co-operation between Members was crucial,
particularly through regional and sub-regional institutions.
The Association considered regional organizations such as the
Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference
(SADCC) and projects such as the African Centre of
Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD)
and the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and
Development (IGADD) as the best possible way to influence
social and economic development of the Region. Much WOlk
had been done but much remained to be done, e.g. the
ACMAD project, in which African meteorologists placed all
their hopes. That issue had been discussed at Tenth Congress
and also at the WMO Technical Conference on the
Development of National Meteorological Services, which
was a very important tool for Region I. The Association
agreed on the priority of the World Weather Watch and
supported the implementation of the data-collection platfonns
and distribution systems being evaluated under the
Operational World Weather Watch Systems EvaluationAfrica (OWSE-Africa) project
Self-sufficiency in food remained a priority goal,
thus the Association attached great importance to agrometeorology to improve crop yields and to combat drought,
desertification, locusts and pests. There was a need for the
exchange of data and expertise which could not come
about without adequate traiuing of staff to carry out the
activities; accordingly, support was requested for WMO's
training projects. As co-operative projects were very
important to the Region, he took the opportunity to thank
the United Nations Development Programme, which had
given invaluable assistance to Member States. He emphasized the need for the development of meteorological and
hydrological services in the area and the need to ensure
the transfer of technologies and methodologies in the
applications of meteorology.
In the field of climate change the Association called
for greater emphasis on environmental issues through the
improvement of monitoring and impact assessment capabilities. Some countries were ready to participate in the
Global Atmosphere Watch.
He concluded by drawing the attention of Congress
to Resolution 18 (BC-XLII) recommending that Professor
G.O.P. Obasi be appointed Secretary-General for a further
period of four years, and thanked all the Members of the
Region and the WMO Secretariat for their unstinting work
over the period.
Report of the president of Regional Association
IT (Asia) (Cg-XI/Doc. 45)
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION II
reported that the ninth session of the Association had been
held from 5 to 16 September 1989 in Beijing at the invitation of the Government of the People's Republic of China.

6.2

15

He noted that significant achievements had been
made towards the implementation of activities for improving tropical cyclone forecast and warning services, in
particular through UNDP regional projects for the
Typhoon Committee and the Panel on Tropical Cyclones.
He mentioned the difficulties of the identification of
priorities for such a large and diverse area as Region II,
comprising as it did Members at very different stages of
development. Nevertheless Governments must be
persuaded to attach greater importance to the raising of
standards of national Meteorological and Hydrological
Services to levels that would contribute more effectively
to socio-economic development.
As a number of countries in the area suffered from
pollution of the air or sea, WMO should endeavour to develop
an efficient mechanism that would meet emergency needs and
respond to emergency situations. He said that the Association
would like to reinforce the Regional Office, as the lack of
trained personnel represented a major setback to the implementation of WMO programmes, and adequate resources
should be made available in the eleventh financial period to
enable Members to play their roles more fully.
He thanked the Government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran for the offer to host the tenth session of the
Association in Tehran. He also thanked the President and
Secretary-General of WMO, his vice-president Mr B.
Myagmarjav (Mongolia), rapporteurs and Member States
for their continuing work and support.
6.3

Report of the president of Regional Association

m (South America) (Cg-XI/ Doc. 65)
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION Ill,
introducing his report, expressed his appreciation of the
work of the past presidents and vice-presidents of the
Association. He pointed out that over the period the
Meteorological Services of Latin America generally had
been facing the consequences arising from the financial
situation that prevailed in the Region.
He said that after visiting all the Member States he
considered that only three national Meteorological
Services had enough human and financial resources to
continue providing the services as they had in the past.
At the Regional Association meeting in Quito, Ecuador,
from 18 to 27 October 1989, the WWWProgrammeandthe
Education and Training Programme had been established as
priorities.
With reference to paragraph 8 of Appendix B to the
report, he pointed out that the level of implementation of
observations had been maintained at relatively low
percentages. He said that although there had been some
progress as to WWW in regional centres, a decrease was
evident regarding observing activities, largely due to
financial restraints.
He said that the Technical Co-operation Programme
had been of great value to Members and that with UNDP
assistance various projects had been undertaken, usually
on a small scale on account of the lack of resources at the
disposal of UNDP.
The Association stressed the importance of help
from donor countries and its gratitude for their continued
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support of efforts to improve the Regions' Meteorological
and Hydrological Services. The need to speed up the
procedure for approving and implementing VCP projects
and activities was stressed, as was the need to seek other
sources of financing.
He commended the Secretary-General for his efforts
to open up new channels of finance such as the World
Bank, the Latin American Bank for Development, etc.
The Association had studied the possibility of
reviewing the iocation of the Regional Office but had
decided it should remain at Asunci6n. However, in order
to increase the efficiency of the Office and its capacity to
provide services to Members, an increase in the number of
technical staff was necessary.
He mentioned various common problems and needs
of Members which were summarized in paragraph 56 of
the report and, in conclusion, the negative impact on
national Meteorological Services of the marketing by
private firms of meteorological information and services.
The president of RA III thanked the SecretaryGeneral of WMO, the Members of the Association and the
Regional Office for their unstinting support.
6.4' Report of the president of Regional Association
IV (North and Central America) (Cg-XI/Docs. 67
and 66, ADD. I)

The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL AsSOCIATION IV noted
the slow rate of progress of national Services in the Caribbeao
and in Central America (paras. 59--{53), in particular the antiquated telecommunications of the Region, though efforts
were in train to remedy that situation. He pointed out that technical assistance from external sources was becoming more
difficult to acquire and he noted the persistance, on the part of
policy-makers, to fail to grasp the connection between.
national Meteorological Services and economic well·being.
He hoped that the present concern with climate change might
modify the picture.
Document 66, ADD. I mentioned the request from
the permanent representative of France with WMO for
French to be used ,as a working language of RA IV. That
issue would be dealt with elsewhere.
He concluded with the assurance that initiatives
were being taken that might lead to a more optimistic and·
positive report in the future. He thanked all Members,
working groups, WMO, donors and friends and supporters
such as the USA, the UK, UNDP and FINNIDA.

6.5

Report of the president of Regional Association
V (South-West Pacific) (Cg-XI/Doc. 40)
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL AsSOCIATION V introduced his report with an expression of gratitude to the
President of WMO and the Secretary-General for their
support and encouragement of the concept of improvement of
socio·economic conditions through the development of
national Meteorological and Hydrological Services.
The Association welcomed the initiative of the
members of !he South·East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to
establish an ASEAN Speeialized Meteorological Centre
(ASMC) in Singapore.

He reported that a statement of RA V regional priorities had been agreed upon for the period of the Third
Long-term Plan and highest priority assigned to natural
disaster reduction; the development of reliable seasonal
and longer-term forecasting; climate-change issues; and
the effective application of meteorological and hydrological information.
He pointed out that, due to its unique geographical
character, RA V faced a major challenge on !he issue of
climate change. In that regard Members were urged to
become involved in activities of national committees and
other national endeavours related to the !PCC; he highlighted the need to convince decision-makers of the
importance of the role and contributions made by national
Meteorological and Hydrological Services to the socioeconomic development of nations. He made special
mention of the contributions made by non-Member island
States of the South Pacific to the observational network
and emphasized the need for adequate resources to be
made available in the eleventh financial period to suppurt
training events that would to some extent remedy the
pressing problem for some Members of a lack of trained
meteorological personnel.
He thanked all those who had contributed to the
successful implementation of WMO programmes in the
Region and in particular former presidents Mr J. S. Hickman
and Mrs Haleh p.A. Ja'afarand fonner vice-president MrRam
Krishna.
6.6

Report of the president of Regional Association
VI (Europe) (Cg-XI/Doc. 64 and Cg-XI/Doc. 64,
ADD. I)

The PRESIDENT oFRA VI introduced his report. He
said that the tenth session of RA VI had been held in
Sofia, Bulgaria, from 8 to 15 May 1990; !he Association
had unanimously elected Professor A. Grammeltvedt
(Norway) and MrD. Baeinschi (Romania) as president
and vice-president, respectively. Following Mr Bacinschi's
departure from his post as Director of the Institute of
Meteorology and Hydrology of Romania and Permanent
Representative of Romania with WMO, the office of the
vice-president of RA VI had become vacant.Subsequently, in accordance with the provisions of Regulation
90 of the General Regulations, Professor P. Steinhauser
(Austria) was declared vice-president.
He reported that the Association gave the highest
priority to the following spheres of activity: the WWW
system, in particular, performance monitoring, dataquality assurance and product verification; the need to
obtain data from currently data-sparse areas; intensified
co-operation for the exchange of hydrological data and
forecasts between Members; and the applications of
modem technology. Three working groups had been reestablished: the Working Group on Planning and
Implementation of the WWW in Region VI, with three
sub-groups (GOS, GDPS and GTS); the Working Group
on Agricultural Meteorology; and the Working Group on
Hydrology. He recommended that financial provision
should be made for holding one session of each of the
working groups. In addition the Association had
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appointed six rapporteurs on the following sUbjects:
basic and specialized marine meteorological services; the
climate of the Baltic Sea basin; regional data sets;
climate impacts; the Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW);
and Atmospheric Ozone.
As regards the Global Observing System (GOS),
emphasis was placed on the improvement of the system and
the introduction of new observing components.
Although the operation of the ocean weather
stations under the NAOS Agreement had ended, at least
two vessels continued to operate under different financial
arrangements. Development of the Composite Observing
System for the North Atlantic (COSNA) would continue
and would be co-ordinated through the newly established
Co-ordination Group for COSNA.
He stressed that Meteorological and Hydrometeorological Services in the Region should playa
significant role in activities of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (lPCC) and that within the framework
of the Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW) a long-term
strategy and implementation plan should be developed to
lead to more co-ordinated international efforts towards
integrated monitoring of the state of the environment.
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The Association recommended that efforts be made
to co-ordinate the activities of its Working Group on
Hydrology with those of the RA II Working Group and
shared the concern of the eighth session of CHy that the
number of representatives of Hydrological Services forming a part of delegations at sessions of regional
associations had in general been very low.
In conclusion he noted that the Association had
expressed the view that the present format of the WMO
Long-term Plan was too bulky and had suggested that it
should be composed of three parts: (a) Policy and objectives; (b) Strategy; and (e) Implementation. It had
requested that an explanatory Executive Summary struchrred along the lines mentioned should be provided by the
Secretary-General (Cg-XIJDoc. 10).
Finally, he thanked Members who had provided
facilities for meetings, conferences and training, in particular the Government of Bulgaria for hosting the tenth
session of the Association, and expressed his gratitude and
appreciation to the Secretary-General and his staff.
The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE THIRD PLENARY MEETING
2 May 1991 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 2.45 p.m.
7.

Regional activities; Reports of presidents of
regional associations (agenda item 3.7.1)
(Cg-XI/Docs. 40; 45; 64; 64, ADD. I; 65; 66;
66, ADD. I; 67; 69) - colltd.

The PRESIDENT invited general comments on the
reports of the presidents of regional associations presented
at the previous plenary meeting.
The DELEGATE OF FiNLAND referred to the basic practical work of the regional associations, which, be said, deserved
all the support the Organization and its Members could give.
He stressed the importance of the WWW and particularly its
Global Observing System but expressed concern that, with Ihe
exception of upper-air stations in RA I, the presidents of the
associations had reported no improvement, and in a number of
cases a decrease, in its level of implementation, which generally varied between 48% and 98%. He considered it essential
Ihat the decline be recorded in some Congress document,
since the GOS was the service underlying all WWW components; otherwise, donors interested in supporting the GOS
might have a false impression of the sitnation and reconsider
Iheir efforts, particularly concerning technical co-operation.
The DELEGATE OF SUDAN requested Congress to
support the decisions and recommendations made by
RA I, especially those concerning WWW projects. He
mentioned in particular the need to assist the Regional
Office for Africa with the installation of equipment, to
support the GTS by providing additional resources for
data-collection platforms and to assist the WCDP particularly as regards CLICOM, training facilities and data
dissemination within the Region. He expressed his appreciation to the Government of Finland for its assistance,
which had been valuable in solving problems and implementing projects, and his thanks to the president of RA I.
The DELEGATE OF INDIA expressed his appreciation
of the report of the president of RA II and of the great
personal contribution of Mr Al-Majed himself, responsible
for a Region characterized by a diversity of geography,
weather, climate and cultnre. He said that, despite the new
programmes listed in Cg-Xl/Doc. 45, an increase in radar
and satellite data receiving stations, the strengthening of
training and the efforts of the president himself, the 1%
decrease in implementation of surface and upper-air
observing stations in RA II was disheartening and should
be rectified by the Members of the Region.
He was pleased to note his country's participation
recorded in Document 45. India had made every effort to
fulfil its role as a Regional Telecommunication Hub, a
Regional Specialized Meteorological Centre and as a

Regional Meteorological Training Centre. During the intersessional period, 51 staff from elsewhere - mainly RA I
and RA VI - had been trained in India. Finally, he pledged
his country's continued support to both RA II and the
Organization.
The DELEGATE OF ARGENTINA expressed his gratitnde
to the president of RA III and to the former presidents. He
noted that in the reports of the presidents of regional associations it had generally been proposed that priority be allocated
to (I) the World Weather Watch; (2) the World Climate
Programme; and (3) education and training, which was vitally
important to the developing countries. He repeated his
request, already made several times in recent years, that the
telecommunication systems in the southern hemisphere be
strenglhened to remedy Ihe deficiencies in those regions. He
concluded by thanking the donor countries - particularly the
USA, Finland and Gennany - for Iheir assistance.
The DELEGATE OF NEW ZEALAND congratulated the
president of RA V on his excellent report. His delegation's
view was that one of the most important regional activities
was the protection of public salety through improved forecasting of tropical cyclones, for which regional co-ordination was
vital. His country had been pleased to host the third mceting of
Ihe RA V Tropical Cyclone Committee in August 1990. He
endorsed the comments in paragraph IS of the report of the
president ofRA VI, concerning the implementation of the
WWWGOS. The contribution made to the WWW by the
non-Member island stations in the South Pacific was particularly valuable. New Zealand had encouraged the islands
concerned to become Members of the Organization but the
present level of contributions was a disincentive.
The DELEGATE OF CmNA thanked the Secretary·
General and the presidents of regional associations for
Iheir excellent repol1s and for the efforts made in developing regional meteorological services since the previous
Congress.
He recalled the progress made in WMO activities,
mentioning the World Weather Watch, the World Climate
Programme, the Research and Development Programme,
the Hydrology and Water Resources Programme and the
Technical Co-operation Programme in particular, and
stressed the contribution made by many countries in
addressing problems of global concern, e.g. global climate
and the IDNDR. Economic and social development had
also been promoted by the improvement of meteorological

services.
In RA II; China had joined Japan and India in satellite activities and had in September 1988 and September
1989 launched two experimental polar-orbiting satellites.
High-quality cloud images and data had been obtained
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which were useful in improving weather-prediction and
warning services. The delegate stressed the importance of
co-operation among Members. China, as a developing
country, had financial difficulties, but would do its utmost
to contribute to the development of the Organization.
The delegate pointed out that, by reason of their
geographical proximity, many Members faced common
problems and that for that reason efforts should be made
in RA II to strengthen co-operation and co-ordination,
particularly concerning tropical cyclones and IDNDR
activities.
Some Governments of RA II Members failed to
give adequate attention to the development of meteorological and hydrological services and there was also a
shortage of trained personnel. The Chinese delegation
hoped that the strengthening of meteorological and hydrological services would receive priority during the coming
financial period, with the aim of solving problems
common to Members and providing more practical benefits. The delegate expressed his thanks to the president of
RA II for his excellent work.
The DELEGATE OF MALAYSIA commended the president of RA V both on the excellent way in which he
discharged his onerous task and on his report, and also the
supporting Member countries and the Regional Office for
Asia and the South-west Pacific. Environmental degradation and climate-change issues had focused attention on
Meteorological Services in the Region. In view of the
socio-economic impacts and the need to mitigate the detri'
mental effects he stressed the necessity to pursue efforts to
develop the ASEAN Specialized Meteorological Centre
within the Region and urged the Secretary-General to
continue to seek support from donors for that purpose in
order to enhance the effective role of the Regional Office.
The DELEGATE OF OMAN thanked the president of
RA II for his efforts in strengthening co-operation among
Members in the Region as well as for his report. He drew
attention to paragraphs 12, 13 and 15 of the latter and
explained that his Service collaborated closely with the
Ministry of Water Resources established in his country.
The water supply in Arabia was inadequate, particularly in
coastal countries, which needed the help of the
Organization through its Commission for Hydrology, and
a serious shortage of water was expected by the year 2000.
Meteorological and hydrological experts were also
required in the Region. Technological assistance should be
made available particularly to the countries suffering from
the effects of oil pollution in the Gulf. He concluded by
thanking the President for strengthening the role of the
Organization and the Secretary-General for his efforts and
services to the developing countries.
The DELEGATE OF POLAND commended the president of RA VI on his report. He reminded Congress of the
request of the fifth IPCC session to strengthen the participation of the eastern European countries in its work. He
also feIt that, under the Research and Development
Programme, it was necessary to include the project carried
out jointly by WMO and UNEP concerning meteorological information for development of renewable energy in
east and central European countries. A workshop on the

subject had been held in 1990 and he would like to see the
fact reflected in the document.
The DELEGATE OF ROMANIA explained the problems
of the Service in his country, which was still severely
handicapped by the consequences of a long period of
centrally planned economy. The spatial density of
networks was good, he said, but their performance was
low on account of obsolete equipment and low-speed
telecommunications. The most serious difficulties, he
said, were experienced in obtaining daily aerological
data from the three stations designated under the WWW
Programme.
The new radiosonde eqnipment installed by Romania at
its Bucharest station (15420) at the end of 1990 provided
reasonably good TEM P data issued twice daily over the GTS.
The performance of stations 15120 and 15480 was far from
satisfactory, however, some of the eqnipment being 40 years
old and in serious need of replacement The delegate endorsed
the statement of the delegate of Finland regarding the degradation in implementation of the GOS and appealed for
urgent support to the countries in particularly difficult
situations.
The DELEGATE OF TIlE USA expressed his appreciation of the thought-provoking reports of the presidents of
regional associations, commending in particular
Mr Berridge, president of RA lV, whose statements he
always found most interesting, succinct and useful.
The DELEGATE OF JAPAN paid tribute to the excellent work of the president of RA II and to the progress
. achieved over the previous four years thanks to the cooperation of the Members and the guidance of the
Regional Office. He informed Congress that Japan had
been operating geostationary satellites of use particularly
to the meteorological communities in RA II and RA V
since 1987. He was pleased to report on the healthy position of GOS-4, launched in 1989, and that efforts were
continuing towards the launch of GOS-5 without interrupting observations.
JMA was operating the RSMC Tokyo Typhoon
Centre, which was providing products for analyses for
forecasting and traCking typhoons. It had served very
successfully as an experimental centre for the SPECTRUM experiment in August/September 1990. The
WMO World Data Centre for Greenhouse Gases at JMA
had also begun collecting and supplying data to Members.
All institutes were invited to collaborate with the centre,
which he was coufident would become a vital instrument
in dealing with the climate issue.
The Japanese delegation supported the proposal of
the president of RA II to establish an emergency assistance scheme and hoped for detailed discussion of the
subject later in the session. The delegate affirmed his
country's intention to continue to support and contribute
particularly to technical co-operation, climate activities
and the IDNDR.
The PRESIDENT thanked the delegate of Japan for
his country's contribution.
The DELEGATE OF KENYA complimented the president of RA I on his comprehensive report. He said that the
decision to move the Regional Office to the Region had

TIIIRD PLENARY MEETING

been taken with the aim of facilitating WWW activities.
The constraints imposed on the Regional Office for
Africa, however, had not permitted much to be achieved
and it was necessary to strengthen the Office by increasing
its staff.
He supported the views of the delegate of Finland
concerning the general decreasing level of implentation
of the GOS, which he attributed to the high operating
costs, particularly as regards consumables. He urged the
major donors to try to find a solution to the problem.
The DELEGATE OF MAURITIUS considered the report
of the president ofRA I, produced in only three months of
office, a remarkable feat. He said that the countries of the
South-west Indian Ocean had realized that co-operation at
the sub-regional level was essential if efficiency was to be
improved. The Regional Co-operation Programme centred
on the proposed RSMC France (Reunion) had been well
received by the EEe. He expressed his gratitude for the
funds allocated for staff training and for improving the
observing and telecommunication network.
The DELEGATE OF JAMAICA thanked the president of
RA IV for his excellent and comprehensive report. He
underlined the fact that the membership of RA IV
included both highly sophisticated and extremely modest
Services and, like the President of RA IV, expressed his
deep concern that the gap between the two was widening.
It was, he said, imperative that development in meteorology be focused on the latter Services to enable them to
participate fully in the global contribution of meteorology.
He drew attention to the deficient telecommunication
system in some Services and expressed the hope that the
Organization's efforts in this direction would continue. He
said that he would expand on the subject in committee.
The PRESIDENT assured him that the question,
which was critical for the developing countries, would
indeed be discussed in detail in committee.
The DELEGATE OF GAMBIA expressed his appreciation
to the President, the Secretary-General and his staff on the
progress achieved since the previous Congress and congratulated the newly elected presidentofRA I, whose report he
found very acceptable. Much remained to be done at the
national level, particularly in the developing countries, which
looked forward with hope to the improvement of their
Services in the third financial period.
He enumerated the priority areas figuring in the
report of the president of RA I, stressing in particular the
need to establish and strengthen RMTCs and
programmes such as ACMAD, AGRHYMET, droughtmonitoring centres, IGADD and hopefully ECOWAS,
which all constituted very valuable means of furthering
meteorology in Africa and were worthy of donors'
continuous support. Africa was prone to national
disasters such as drought, desertification, locusls etc. and
needed more help in meeting such challenges. He
appealed for removal of the zero-growth restriction on
the budget for the next financial period, adding that a
reasonable increase could go a long way towards solving
problems, particularly in the developing countries.
The DELEGATE OF BRAZIL expressed his appreciation of the support given by the president ofRA ITr. Much
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had been achieved in the Region in the sector of telecommunications and considerable progress had been made in
the exchange of data. He shared the concern expressed by
other delegates regarding the availability of observing data
and hoped that increased support would be made available
to RA ill under the Technical Co-operation Programme
and by major donor Members to enable it to tackle the
problems.
The DELEGATE OF SURINAME called attention to the
proposal of the president of RA II to create a mechanism
to give guidance with a view to protecting developing
countries from pollution. Suriname, located next to a
country with a rocket-launching centre, was extremely
concerned by the problem and therefore strongly
supported the proposal. He was confident that the matter
would be given the appropriate attention.
He expressed his gratitude to the Government of the
United States for providing the Meteorological Service of
Suriname with a complete satellite ground receiving
station.
The DELEGATE OF BOTSWANA expressed her appreciation of the work of all of the regional associations and
of the President, which collectively addressed the
concerns of the national Services and particularly those of
developing countries. She also thanked the VCP donors
for their contribution during the tenth financial period.
Stressing the importance of the WWW, the WCP, education and training and technical co-operation, the delegate
noted with concern the disparity of development of the
WWW in various countries. At a time when satellites
were being used for data collection and when analogue
methods were being replaced by digital systems, she
feared that without adequate assistance the equipment of
some countries might become useless. She appealed to
donor Members to continue to give support through the
.VCP, UNDP and trust funds to avoid a collapse of certain
Services, which would be regrettable after all the hard
effort made to date.
The delegate expressed her thanks for aid received
in other areas, e.g. CLICOM. RA I had participated in
work on issues of international concern and with the
!PCC. While she appreciated the support already given,
she pointed out the absolute necessity for further aid as
regards the drought-monitoring centres, ACMAD, training
and consumables, which all depended on technical
co-operation. She appealed to donors for further support
and suggested that Permanent Representatives might
persuade their Governments to increase their assistance.
She concluded with a general appeal to WMO and by
declaring her support of all the recommendations made by
the president of RA I in his report.
The DELEGATE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA commended
WMO and RA VI on their work since the previous
Congress, and similarly the working groups, commissions
and rapporteurs. He also expressed his gratitude for
assistance given to his Service which had helped develop
a rational utilization of the natural resources of weather,
climate and water. Areas where WMO a~sistance had been
particularly helpful were: monitoring the atmosphere and
the hydrosphere; protection of the environment; establish-
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ment of conlacts with specialists, scientists, research insti·
tutes, training establishments, etc; and the promotion of
international to-operation in numerous projects and
between Meteorological Services. The WMO Secrelariat
had also over several decades helped maintain contact
between Czechoslovakia and western European countries.
The delegate said that he had distributed a document
concerning the development of his national Service and
would take up the subject later.
The DELEGATE OF IRAN congratulated the president
of RA II on his co-ordination of activities in the Region.
He touched on the steps taken by his country in the areas
of climate change, global warming, disaster reduction and
the prevention of pollution, now a world-wide problem.
He declared that Iran was willing to co-operate with the
Organization in every way and would be pleased to
provide facilities for the hosting of meetings of RA 11 or
technical commissions.
The PREsIDENT thanked the delegate of Iran for the

invitation.
The DELEGATE OF MONGOLIA said that Eleventh
. Congress was an exceptional event for meteorologists
throughout the world and its decisions would playa major
role for the future of Hydrometeorological Services. He
associated himself with those speakers who had
commended the Organization and its regional associa·
tions. He was particularly appreciative of the work of the
president of RA 11 and of his report.
Mongolia was a continental country and the weather
and climate conditions were tremendously important to all
sectors of its economy. The new Government atlached great
importance to the development and smooth functioning of
the national Service. AIl the requirements had not yet been
satisfied, however, and, like previous speakers, he noted
some disparity in the level of development of Services in
the Region. The Mongolian Service was one of the
developing Services. He agreed with the view that training,
introduction of new technologies, operational activities,
improvement of telecommunications, etc. should receive
priority. Changes within his country in recent years had
caused changes in the structure of the various Services.
Issues such as drought, desertification, climate change and
environmental pollution were currently subjects close to
meteorology. His Government had therefore eSlablished a
State Committee on Environmental Control and
Monitoring, whose president was a Minister, the Permanent
Representative to WMO, who would be joining the
participants of Congress as soon as possible. Mongolia
participated to the extent possible in the WMO
programmes, particularly the WWW, WCP and others.
He concluded by thanking the Permanent Representatives of Finland, China, the USA, and the USSR for their
participation in implementing the UNDP/WMO projects.
He assured all Members that Mongolia would continue to
support activities and close co-operation among all
Members. He congratulated and thanked the WMO
Secrelariat and the Secretary-General, who always had the
development of the national Services close to heart.
The DELEGATE OF GUINEA associated himself with
the previous speakers in congratulating the presidents of
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regional associations on their work, especially the president of RA 1. He wished to make two points: (a) that the
new interest in climate and the environment, while an
incentive to strengthen programmes such as the WWW,
applications and training, should on no account eclipse the
priority areas such as that of food self,sufficiency; and (b)
that training was the key element in developing
Meteorological Services. He said that in that connection it
was vital to avoid a brain-drain, particularly in telecommunications and automation, and hoped that Congress
would take measures to provide support to developing
con tries in that area.
He thanked the delegations of the USA for supplying CLlCOM equipment, the USSR for technical
equipment for 12 synoptic stations and France, which had
supplied dala-collection platforms.
The PRESIDENT summed up the comments of the
speakers who had taken the floor, which he considered
pertinent and useful for future planning. He said that the
points raised in the reports of the presidents of regional
associations would be further considered in Committee A
and discussed in the Committee of the Whole.
8.

Report by the Secretary-General (agenda item 2.2)

The PREsmENT said that no separate document was
submitted under item 2.2 because the subjects oCthe report
were covered nnder the appropriate items, including item
10.1 (Financial matters). He therefore proposed that the
item be considered as dealt with.
It was so agreed.

9.

Requests for membership of tbe Organization
(agenda item 11.5) (Cg-Xl/Doc. 2)

The PRESIDENT said that under the WMO
Convention the Plenary had to examine any requests for
membership submitted to the Congress, but as no such
requests had been received,he would suggest that a paragraph to that effect be included in the general summary of
the Abridged Report.
It was so agreed.

10.

WMO Tbird Long-term Plan (agenda item 7.2)
(Cg-XI/Docs. 10; 10, ADD. 1; 10, ADD. 2)

The PRESIDENT suggested that, in view of time
constraints, the Secretary-General be asked to introduce
the documents related to the Long-term Plan but that the
general discussion on it be held at the following Plenary
after the consolidated budget and programme had been
presented.
It was so agreed.

He explained that Part II of the Third Long-term
Plan would be examined nnder the relevant scientific and
technical programmes so the current meeting's concern
was with Part I only. The Third Long-term Plan, which
was closely associated with the consolidated programme
and budget for the eleventh financial period, had been
prepared by the Executive Council Working Group on
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Long-term Planning, under the guidance of the Tenth
Congress and the Executive Council. He thanked the
members of that group, and especially its chairman,
Dr Zilhnan, who would continue in the same capacity.
The details of the Third Long-tenn Plan would be
discussed by the Committee of the Whole and by
Committee B and it was foreseen that a subcommittee
would be set up to prepare proposals for finalization of the
draft Third Plan. Committee B would also consider the
report from the Executive Council on monitoring of the
implementation of the Second Long-term Plan and the
preparation of the Fourth and would be requested to report
to the Plenary.
The SECRETARy-GENERAL introduced Part I of the
Plan as contained in Appendix D to Document Cg·XI/
Doc. 10, together with two addenda taking account of
comments received from constituent bodies of WMO and
their subsidiaries after EC-XLII as well as some
recommendations from the Second World Climate
Conference.
The Third Long-term Plan had been prepared at the
request of Tenth Congress by a working group
established for the purpose by the thirty-ninth session of
the Executive Council. Tenth Congress had requested
specifically that the Second Plan be used as a benchmark
for monitoring implementation of the WMO's scientific
and techical programmes and that its findings be utilized
to improve the implementation and effectiveness of the
Third Plan. A monitoring and evaluation procedure, now
an integral part of the planning process, had been devised
by EC-XLI. Tenth Congress had also requested the
convening of a Technical Conference on the Economic
and Social Benefits of Meteorological and Hydrological
Services and the results of that Conference, held in
March 1990, had provided useful inputs to Document
Cg-XI/Doc. 10.
The draft Plan was thus a collective effort on the
part of the Executive Council, all the regional
associations and technical commissions, and every
Department of the Secretariat. It took account not only of
new major issues relating to the problems of global
environment, sustainable development, climate change
and natural disaster reduction but also of advances in
science and technology. Part I gave an overview of future
needs, overall strategy and programme objectives for the
forthcoming ten-year period.
Long-term planning in WMO was designed to
ensure an adequate response to future challenges and
smooth and effective conduct of technical and scientific
programmes. In other words, it was a mechanism
enabling Members to work together to define common
objectives and co-ordinate plans to achieve them.
WMO and its Members were facing challenges that
went beyond traditional meteorological and hydrological
concerns. ICSU was promoting the International
Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP); the attention
of the whole scientific community was focused on an
Earth System Science, and the UN General Assembly
had recently adopted resolutions relevant to WMO's
concerns. They related to safety of life and property and
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to climate variability, atmospheric pollution, ozone
depletion, accidental release of hazardous substances,
growing pressure on water resources and the impact of
climatic change, all of which created new demands for
scientific infonnation and guidance.
WMO was also given an important role in the
1990s with the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction and activities in that respect aimed at
improving both the detection and warnings of hazardous
events and the infonnation services on natural disasters
disseminated to the public; the proposed Public Weather
Service programme was expected to playa major part.
All the Congress documents reflected WMO's key
role in the UN system as far as the scientific and
technical aspects of environmental issues (especially
climate change) were concerned. Major efforts by both
WMO and its Members were called for if the challenges
were to be met responsibly and in a scientifically sound
manner. The draft Plan now before Congress took
account of the need to strengthen and widen the World
Climate Programme, including support to the proposed
Global Climate Observing System, response to the
requirements of the IGBP and developments in Earth
system science, It was proposed to change the scope and
name of the existing World Climate Data and World
Climate Applications Programmes and to incorporate a
Response Strategies component into the WCP. UN
General Assembly resolutions recognized climate and
water as fundamental natural resources. WMO was
following closely preparations for the UN Conference on
Environment and Development and taking account of the
need to follow up UNCED and IDWSSD in the coming
decade. Water-resource assessment would clearly be
given increasing attention in the period covered by the
Third Plan.
While the above new challenges would receive
much attention, the improvement of basic weather
services for all time scales could not be overlooked;
detailed proposals for activities in the seven major WMO
programmes were given in Part II of the Plan and would
be touched upon in the presentation of the programme and
budget proposals.
All participants were aware that the success of those
programmes depended on the ability of national Services
to participate in and benefit from them. WMO, through its
strategic approach to technical co-operation, promoted the
transfer of knowledge, technology and proven methodology, particularly to developing countries with a view to
increasing their ability to benefit from, as well as
contribute effectively to, the Orgarrization's programmes.
Technical co-operation activities also aimed at bridging
the gap between the services provided in developed and
developing countries, so that the latter would be in a position to offer the minimum service necessary to support
their social and economic sectors.
Subsequent discussions on the development of
Meteorological and Hydrological Services should provide
input for preparation of future plans.
It was time to foresee the shape of national
Meteorological and Hydrological Services at the
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beginning of the twenty-first century. the types of services
to be offered and the expected economic and social benefits. At the same time. thought should be given to the way
in which WMO conld best serve the needs of its Members
in the changing circumstances. The authorties concerned
must be sufficiently convinced so that they would
continue to provide the necessary moral and resource
support.
He felt encouraged and optimistic with regard to the
period concerned by the Third Long-term Plan. Although the
economy of many countries needed improvement. the political atmosphere was substantially better and the United
Nations family of organizations was again regarded as a
useful system for helping to solve many global problems and
as a vehicle to support development. He believed the Third
Plan set out a series of positive actions for WMO and he therefore urged Congress to adopt it. together with the related draft
Resolution 7.2/1 (Cg-XI) in Appendix B to Document
Cg-XI/Doc. 10.

In conclusion. the Secretary-General expressed
appreciation of the task performed by the EC Working
Group on Long-term Planning and its chairman.
Mr Zilhnan. He stressed that the draft Plan. as presented.
reflected a consensus of all the organs in WMO and that if
Members were equally prepared to pledge their support
the future could be faced with confidence.
The PRESIDENT thanked the Secretary -General for
his detailed account. which provided useful background
information for future discussion. The question of policy
and strategies was indeed very important since it determined the direction and methods by which the goals could
be reached. If errors were made in policy and strategies.
the effects on the Organization wonld be unfortunate.
perhaps even more so than those resulting from errors in
specific programmes. Part I of the LTP should therefore be
considered from that perspective_
The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE FOURTH PLENARY MEETING
3 May 1991 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called 10 order al 9.40 a.m.
The PREsIDENT reminded the assembly that, as agreed

at the previous plenary meeting, agenda items 7 and 8, which
were closely related, would be discussed together. Item 7,
Long-term planning, had already been presented by the
Secretary-General, who would proceed with his presentation
of item 8, Consolidated programme and budget 1992-1995.
General discussion of the two items would follow.
11.

Consolidated programme and budget 1992-1995
(agendaitem8)(Cg-Xl/Docs.11; l1,ADD.I; 12; 13)

The SECRETARy-GENERAL explained that the
Financial Advisory Committee and the Executive Council
had examined an earlier draft of the budget proposals in
1990 and that their comments had been taken into account
in finalizing Document Cg-Xl/Doc. II. Some supplementary estimates resulting from proposals of the Second
World Climate Conference had been incorporated in
Document Cg-XI/Doc. 11, ADD. 1.
The Third Long-term Plan and the proposed
programme and budget for the eleventh financial period
were fully co-ordinated and contained inputs from all of
the Organization's constituent bodies. The adoption by
Congress of the budget for the eleventh financial period
was a matter of particular consequence to the future of
international meteorology and operational hydrology in
view of the leading role played by WMO in activities of
global importance concerning climate change, the IDNDR
and protection of the atmosphere and of fresh water
supplies.
The introduction of Document Cg-XI/Doc. 11
summarized the major developments to be kept in mind
and focused on the new priority areas and global issues to
which the Organization was responding and their crosslinkages with the WMO programmes.
Over the past three fmancial periods the Organization
had implemented severe economy measures in order to
accommodate new activities while retaining a zero-growth
bndget and the budget proposals onder consideration had been
prepared with the same preoccupation. The total Sfr. 225.3
million budget proposed included an 8% real-growth figure,
essentially in support of scientific and technical programmes,
while administration and support services showed a 1%
decrease over the previous budget
The World Weather Watch was basic to all other
programmes and the GOS, GDPS and GTS therefore
required further strengthening. Emphasis would be placed
on improved surface and space-based observational data,
with the aim of better forecasts and climate analyses; inte-

gration of the GDPS and the GTS through the Data
Management and System Support activities, including
Operational Information Services, in order to improve
system efficiency; communication links, particularly in
developing countries; organization of Regional
Specialized Meteorological Centres; climate- (particularly
drought-) monitoring activities; and improvement of
Members' response to environmental emergencies. WWW
would also support the World Area Forecast System, the
Integrated Global Ocean Observing System and the IAEA
Convention on the accidental release of harmful material
into the atmosphere. It would also serve as the basis of the
proposed Global Climate Observing System.
The WWW was also essential to the Tropical
Cyclone Programme, through which WMO would
contribute to the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction. (The Secretary-General underlined the importance of efforts in this area by a brief reference to the
recent catastrophic event in Bangladesh).
Satellite activities also affected all of the WMO
programmes and it was necessary to co-ordinate such
activities, particularly those concerning the space-based
observations within the Global Observing System.
The Secretary-General outlined developments under
the World Climate Programme. Some features would
remain unchanged: WMO would still be responsible for
the World Climate System Monitoring and the World
Climate Applications and Services Programme; UNEP
would play the leading role in Impact and Response
Strategies; and WMO and ICSU would be jointly responsible for research, funded through a joint WMQ/ICSU
Joint Climate Research Fund.
Some new developments under the WCP would,
however, require WMO support in the form of both financial assistance and staff: the IPCC and the INC; the Global
Climate Observing System, based essentially on WWW
and GAW; UNCED. An office should also be set up in
New York to liaise with UN on items of common concern.
The expanded World Climate System Monitoring
Programme included projects for climate-change detection, development of databases and assistance to Members
in improving climate data management. Technology transfer would hopefully be enhanced through the CLICOM
system and by developing national climate-monitoring
capabilities.
The renamed World Climate Applications and
Services Programme aimed at providing climatological
services to users, especially regarding potential adverse
socio-economic impacts of climate change. The World
Climate Research Programme objectives were to under-
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stand, model and predict climate variations and change on
all time scales. New activities to be undertaken with the
programme were the Global Energy and Water Cycle
Experiment, study of the Arctic climate system, global
models and new satellite observing methods. Real growth
in programme activities was proposed, but, to compensate,
programme support costs were being reduced.
It went without saying that support to the
WMO/UNEP IPCC was justified; it would be maintained
at the current level.
The name of the Research and Environment
Programme was being changed to Atmospheric Research
and Environment Programme. More emphasis would be
given to environmental research and monitoring, particularly through the high-priority Global Atmosphere Watch,
which constituted an early warning system to detect
changes in greenhouse gas concentration, the ozone layer,
and long-range transport of pollutants and would provide
regular assessments to help Governments take necessary
measures.
Weather-prediction research continued to be a priority area and budgetary provision had been made to
facilitate exchange of knowledge and transfer of methodologies to Members.
Under the Tropical Meteorology Programme, efforts
co-ordinated through Activity Centres would concentrate
particularly on improving forecasts of tropical cyclones,
min-producing disturbances and droughts,
The new Programme on Physics and Chemistry of
Clouds and Weather Modification Research would intensify studies of cloud physics and chemistry and their
application to weather modification. Assistance to
Members in that area would continue.
A new activity under the Applications of Meteorology
Programme was the Public Weather Services Programme,
which would include development of guidance material on
formulation of forecasts and warnings for dissemination by
various means and arrangements for co-ordination of severe
weather warnings among countries.
The aim of the Agricultural Meteorology Progranune
was provision of meteorological services to agriculture,
particularly regarding improvement of food production. It was
planned to emphasize technology transfer and exchange of
information.
A major development under the Aeronautical
Meteorology Programme would be the joint co-ordination
with ICAO of implementation of the World Area Forecast
System.
The traditional work carried out under the Marine
Meteorology and Associated Oceanographic Activities
Programme - the provision of marine meteorological
services; development and implementation of marine
observing and data-processing techniques; and application
of meteorological information to marine pollution would continue. A further activity would be the joint planning and implementation with UNESCO's roc of the
proposed Global Ocean Observing System, of importance
to the Global Climate System.
The Hydrology and Water Resources Programme was
responding to the general concem for the environment and the

concept of sustainable development ata time when the world's
fresh water supply was diminishing, and activities would
be strengthened on the hydrology/meteorology interface,
in climate studies and, particularly, in environmental
management. Emphasis was focused on surface-water and
groundwater quality, operational hydrology of urban areas,
lakes and reservoirs, risk assessments and technology transfer
with respect to natural disasters. Hydrological technology
transfer in general would continue through the very successful
HOMS programme.
All Members agreed on the importance of education
and training. The relevant programme would therefore
continue to receive high priority in the eleventh financial
period. The proposed budget included provision for
symposia, courses and other training events (particularly
concerning climate change, GAW, etc.), training publications, the Training Library, RMTCs, and support to
Members' own training programmes. Fellowships figured
modestly in the budget, but efforts would be made to
increase extra-budgetary resources and consequently
increase the number of fellowships available.
Under the Regional Programme, assistance would
be necessary to help establish institutions such as
ACMAD and the ASEAN Specialized Meteorological
Centre. Phased growth of the three Regional Offices was
also planned, with a proposed increase of one professional
post per Office. The Regional Programme also covered
activities in the Antarctic south of latitude 600 S.
Turning to the Technical Co-operation Progmmme,
so crucial to the strengthening of national Services of
developing countries, the Secretary-General pointed out
that income from the UNDp, trustfunds and the VCP was
becoming increasingly inadequate for its operation and
that should unfavourable currency fluctuations persist,
supplementary funding from the regular budget would·
continue to be necessary. The matter would be discussed
under agenda item 4.
The Secretary-General outlined in particular the
importance of automation to Programme Support
Services, the staffing of which had remained at the same
level for over twenty years. The increase in activities,
including the proposed introduction of Arabic documentation, would necessitate the recntitment of temporary staff.
(The cost of Arabic documentation had been included
under relevant constituent body meetings in the budget).
The item Public Information, previously included
under Programme Support Activities, had been incorpomted into Part 3, Scientific and technical programmes, and
in view of the new throsts - e.g. climate change - was
regarded as a priority area.
It wa~ proposed that, as in the past, Congress should
authorize the Secretary-General to arrange the Secretariat
structure as well as possible within the approved budget,
bearing in mind the increased requirements. A staff
increase of fifteen posts was proposed, excluding those
funded from extra-budgetary resources. Phased recruitment was envisaged, which explained the two-year
funding proposed for most of those posts.
It was generally argued that new activities should be
implemented through increased efficiency and effective-
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ness, with no staff increase. Since Eighth Congress had
fixed the staff level, the Secretariat had undergone a
dramatic increase in workload; to attain the objectives in
the new priority areas, the staff increase proposed was
imperative.
As requested by the Executive Council, a "fullbudgetary" estimate had for information purposes been
included in Cg-XI/Doc. 11, but was not included in the
proposed maximum expenditure. Should Congress opt for
a zero-growth budget, as was proposed by the Financial
Advisory Committee, it was necessary to consider the
following requirements:
(a) Full budgeting based on projected increases in
salaries and costs of goods and services;
(b) Provision for non-recurrent items in accordance
with practices in other UN organizations under
the "full-budgetary" regime;
(c) Reimbursement of full support costs from
UNDP, taking account of currency fluctuations, for technical co-operation activities;
(d) Removal of the ceiling on the number of staff,
to permit flexibility in the use of manpower
resources according to requirements.
The proposed budget contained funding for maintenance of the existing Secretariat building and also, under
Part 7, for preliminary planning, architectural studies, etc.
relating to the proposed new WMO building, which could
possibly be ready for occupation during the twelfth financial period.
The Secretary-General reminded delegates that the
budget proposals were those identified as necessary for
implementing the programme scheduled for the first four
years of the Third Long.term Plan. At a time when meteorology and operational hydrology were called upon to
contribute to global issues of unprecedented importance,
with enormous socia-economic consequences, it was
cmcial to respond adequately to the challenge. He urged
delegates to keep those facts in mind during their deIiberation of agenda item 8.
The PREsIDENT noted that the Secretary-Genera!'s
budget proposals had responded to the request of earlier
Executive Council sessions to define programme priority
areas and had provided additional information explaining
the cross-linkages between the various programmes.
Document Cg-XI/Doc. 11, he said, presented the requirements for the next financial period very clearly. He invited
general comments on agenda items 7 and 8.
The CHAIRMAN OF THE LTP WORKING GROUP,
invited by the President to comment on the link between
the Third Long-term Plan and the programme and budget
for 1992-1995, said firstly that he thought the SecretaryGeneral and the Secretariat had produced an exemplary
document that brought out the essential information while
remaining of reasonable length. It had been a difficult task
to respond to all suggestions and demands.
As for the connection between the Plan and the
budget proposals, he wished to make four specific
comments. The Third Plan, as conceived and developed
over the past 8-10 years, had been designed to set out the
future strategy for WMO as an Organization (i.e. involv-
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ing the Members): it was not the Secretariat's aspirations
or plans. That point was worth stressing. The ultimate aim
of the LTP was to help build up the effectiveness and
performance of national Hydrological and Meteorological
·Services in support of the goals and objectives of individual countries. To do that effectively, by strengthening
WMO and improving the direction and strategy for the
organization as a whole, was the reasoning behind the
LTP. But the counterpart, and a different issue, were the
Secretary-Genera!'s proposals for the regular budget for
the coming four years; they corresponded to the wishes of
Members expressed through technical commissions,
regional associations and the long-term planning process
endorsed by the EC. In discussions on the LTP and the
budget, it should be kept in mind, therefore, that the Plan
reflected what Members wished to be done, and the
budget showed how the Secretary-General proposed to
help to achieve those objectives.
As to the philosophy for the future of WMO and
national Services, he wished to say, on behalf of the EC
Working Group on the LTP (and ultimately the EC), that
there had been considerable discussion over the past four
years on the strategy and philosophy of WMO for the
coming decade. Times were changing and the question was
whether WMO should seek to concentrate on what the
national Services had always done, i.e. on the traditional
core activities, or be extremely responsive to changing
demands, e.g. sustainable development, concem with the
global environment, etc. That in tum could lead to questions
of whether, as an Organization, WMO should remain
narrowly focused or seek to broaden into a larger
atmospheric enviromnental Organization. The approach that
had evolved, and which waS recommended to Congress, was
neither to be extremely narrow in future outlook nor to
attempt to "take over the world", but to co-operate
constructively with the other UN bodies working in fields
with which WMO must interact more closely, such as IOC,
UNEP, etc. to show that the UN system - and WMO'spart
in it - could be genninely constructive in addressing the
problems currently confronting the world, in other words,
co-operation and integration, as had emerged from the
Second World Climate Conference.
A third issue was that of priorities in a very tight
financial situation. WMO's strength would continue to lie
in its technical and operational activities in national and
global interests, not in becoming deeply involved in international politics. The philosophy that had emerged in the
LTP process was that WMO must attempt to put its
resources into those scientific and technical activities that
it did well and that benefited countries, as well as the
support activities that made them possible. While attempting to be a good Member of the UN system, it would be
wise for WMO to accord relatively low priority to the
non-productive activities that were part of the bureaucratic
process but did not contribute greatly to the Organization
or to national Services. WMO should concentrate all its
efforts and resources on the important technical things it
did well, providing genuine scientific and technical leadership iII its own area. It should not fail the world in terms of
providing sound leadership, in partnership with other
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bodies like the lOCo It had to take a broad and visionary
approach to the restructuring of the World Climate
Programme.
Forn1hly, he wished to apologize, in anticipation of the
discussions in committee, for the length and format of the
LTP. There had always been tensions between the desire for
a succinct document that could be shown to policy- and
decision-makers, and for a very detailed, methodical and
itemized layout. The subject had been discussed at Tenth
Congress but the EC Working Group on the UP and the EC
had to admit to partial failure. However, they had responded
to some degree to the wishes expressed by RA VI for an
Executive Summary at the beginning; a refined form of that
Summary could perhaps be published separately, setting out
the broad philosophy and directives of WMO.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST
REPUBLICS realized that the Plan and the consolidated
programme and budget proposals would call for lengthy
discussion but he congratulated the Secretary-General on
an excellent document.
While it was difficult to comment fully on the Third
Long-term Plan, he would nevertheless like to make a few
points.
Monitoring would become increasingly important if
the effects of climatic or man-made changes were to be
correctly assessed so he would like greater emphasis to be
placed on what he would prefer to term "comprehensive

monitOling
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He regretted that a major activity, which would have
to be expanded, namely weather modification, was
covered in only one paragraph in Appendix D and he felt
it deserved more attention in both the Third and Fourth
Long-term Plans.
The problem of natural disasters was mentioned. A
very serious approach should be taken to the topic of manmade disasters but no mention of them appeared in the
Third Plan. Such disasters were a reality and a global. not
merely a regional, problem.
As for the underlying philosophy of the Plan, he
believed .that WMO should retain its role as leader but the
most important point was sustainable development in a
very rapidly changing natural environment. That was a
serious task and it was already being studied. Special
attention should be devoted to the problems of developing
countries in those respects. It should be underlined, in the
decisions to be taken on the Plan and the consolidated
programme and budget, that there were numerous problems in developing countries that must be solved if
sustainable development was to be assured.
He understood the constraints of the budget but felt
that the traditional zero-growth system did not prevent
discussion of the problems very carefully at committee
and working group level.
The DELEGATE OF KENYA observed that the
Secretary-General had given a very clear presentation of
the overall policy and strategy for the period 1992-2001.
PriOlity areas had been defined and funds in the proposed
budget allocated accordingly. It was generally agreed that
the World Weather Watch was the backbone of the
Organization's activities and thus the highest-priority

programme. Its implementation, however, depended on
instruments and equipment, maintenance, spares,
consumables and trained personnel - all of which were
sadly lacking in many RA I countries - and hence on
the Technical Co-operation and Education and Training
Programmes. He therefore urged that those two
programmes be given as much attention as the WWW
itself.
The other WMO programmes were similarly interconnected. The delegate urged Congress to commend the
Secretary-General and his staff on a job well done and to
approve the proposed programme and budget and econo-

mize on excessive discussion.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
said that the Secretary-General had presented the planning
and budget proposals in a clear and concise manner. The
USA believed that the priorities assigned in the Long-term
Plan were appropriate to the furthering of the interests of
international meteorology and operational hydrology.
It was no secret that the global economic situation
was one of great stress on available resources. In the international arena, the UN had recognized the global economic
situation with the adoption of budgets which reflected
zero-real growth. Many technical agencies had recently
done the same. All of them had new, high-priority tasks.
IABA, for example, had significantly increased the number
of nuclear facilities which it must oversee and yet it too
had adopted a zero-real-growth budget.
The WMO justifiably prided itself on its reputation
as an effective, fiscally responsible technical agency. It
would be easy to destroy that reputation by abandoning
the policy of zero-real growth. There were virtually limitless activities that could be undertaken with additional
resources, so even if the budget were doubled, other tasks
could still be identified.
WMO must join the other international organizations and remain fiscally responsible in the face of the
global economic crisis. It must increase its internal efficiency, assess its priorities, and readjust the budget to
reflect those actions.
The USA was proud to be a Member of WMO. It
believed the Organization contributed significantly to the
betterment of the world. Its reputation would only be
enhanced by the exercise of financial responsibility.
The DELEGATE OF MALI expressed his appreciation of
the documents and of the Secretary-Genera!'s excellent
introduction, which reflected the views of Members of
WMO and took aeouot of those of the developing countries,
as had been underlined by the delegate of the USSR. He
emphasized the importance for WMO to confirm its place as
a leader in the technical and scientific sphere. The fact that
the climate-change problem was currently receiving the
attention of the international community could perhaps be
turned to advantage and provide an opportunity to settle the
basic problems of the developing countries which prevented
them from participating fully in that vast programme. If
WMO were to retain its position as a leader in climate
matters, the Meteorological Services in many countries,
particularly in RA I, still had to prove their usefulness by
responding - with the aid of WMO - to their particular
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problems, which were often caused by natural disasters,
many of which were of a meleorological nature. How many
countries, for example, were already capable of providing a
two-day forecast?
The WWW was an absolute priority and a basic
element which would pennit RA I countries to attain a
level where their Services could be assessed positively by
their authorities. The delegate similarly urged support of
the Meteorological Applications Programme, which
sought solutions to the various problems confronting the
developing countries. Meleorological networlcs were inadequate and those deficiencies must be remedied before all
the problems could be addressed. The two programmes
were essential elements which would pennit the developing countries to prove their usefulness.
The delegation of Mali believed that the programme
proposed by the Secretary-General would provide support
to the majority of the developing countries and increase
their responsiveness, and therefore requested the appropriate budgetary support.
The DELEGATE OF CHINA thanked the SecretaryGeneral for his comprehensive consolidated document.
His delegation had studied the principles in it and believed
that in accordance with the demands of development in
science and technology WMO needed to increase certain
activities. The budget, therefore, should not continue too
long at zero-growth rate but should increase or decrease as
the case arose, in line with specific needs. If there were a
real need to increase the budget, capacities should be
taken into accouut and some increase - but not too
large - should be made. In accordance wiih that principle
and an increase in activities, his delegation could agree to
certain readjustments in the budget for the coming financial period. As to the exact amount, the Secretariat could
be asked to make the corresponding arrangements.
With regard to the Long-term Plan and Tenth
Congress' request to EC to use the Second Plan as a
benchmark to monitor implementation of scientific and
technical programmes, experience had shown that the
strategic targets and policies had demonstrated foresight
and were in line with the real conditions of WMO. Also, it
was noted ihat ihe constituent bodies and the Secretariat
had contributed greatly to the work.
Having studied the documents on long-term planning, the Chinese delegation thought that the system
introduced by WMO and ihe stmcture and fonn of ihe Plan
were very appropriate. It commended the EC, the
Secretary-General, ihe EC Working Group on ihe LTP and
all ihose who had helped in the preparation of the documents. In view of ihe situation and ihe tasks facing WMO
and its Members in ihe coming decade, the Chinese delegation endorsed ihe goals and strategies outlined. However,
ihe following points should be emphasized:
Increasing demands on ihe Meteorological and
Hydrological Services and environmental issues of
concern to all mankind had already modified the traditional tasks, which had now become the provision of
comprehensive services and co-ordination of environmental science. WMO's scientific and technical
programmes should reflect that new characteristic. For
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instance, the number of developing countries taking
part in the monitoring of rapid evolution of climate
changes and in research was still insufficient The Third
Long-tenn Plan should take ihat into account and
propose measures to enlarge participation;
The growing momentum of national and social
development in developing countries would place
even greater demands on Meteorological Services
and provide a favourable opportunity for
development. The Third Long-term Plan should set
targets under each programme to assist Members in
raising their technical standards and services, i.e.
co-operation should be strengthened between
developed and developing countries and
experience of developing countries exchanged;
The development of global computer and telecommunications technology had improved the
infonnation network of the WWW Programme so
that the system was moving towards an integrated
system of information exchange to meet the
demands of meteorology, climate monitoring and
environmental services. In that respect, the role of
the WWW would become more important. The
system, however, was based on structures at many
different levels and implementation was uneven.
Future technological development might lead to
even more shortcomings in the system, so fundamental integration of WWW - ihe core of the
WMO system - should receive special attention in
the Long-term Plan.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE congratulated the
Secretary-General on the quality of the documents
presented and particularly on assuring the prominent
place of WMO in climate development and on his role in
organizing the Second World Climate Conference. The
subject of the latter was a difficult one which, while it
was of political interest, was precisely drawing the
attention of a number of people who had previously
shown hardly any interest in it. The Secretary-General
had succeeded in retaining the place of WMO in the
areas where it objectively had the expertise, and he
should be given the budgetary means to do so. The
question of climate obviously called for expansion in ihe
activities and importance of the Organization without of
course reducing its traditional activities; it would for
example be senseless to ignore the importance of the
World Weather Watch in favour of climate activities, for
the two were closely interconnected.
In conclusion he stated that France was prepared,
within the limits of economic restraints imposed on
numerous Member States, to seek ways of increasing
within reasonable limits the resources available to the
Organization and the Secretary-General for the development and expansion of its activities. Wiihout being against
the zero-growth concept, he felt that it should be adapted
to the changing circumstauces.
The DELEGATE OF INDIA wished to record his
delegation's appreciation of the clear presentation of the item
on the consolidated programme and budget. Matching the
serious financial constraints with the enormous scientific and
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operational demands, at a time when both were multiplying
by leaps and bounds, indeed represented a challenge 10 the
world meteorological community, His delegation had every
confidence in the combined wisdom and pooled capabilities
of the WMO Membership, although well-considered and
adequately co-ordinated efforts would be called for. Under
the leadership of the President and the Secretary-General, he
was confident that they would be ensured.
One specific point he wished to make was the
absence in Cg-XI/Doc. 11 of any mention of an important
recommendation of the Second World Climate Conference
in the detailed proposals relating to that Conference,
namely that found in paragraph 11 of Section C (priorities
for enhanced research and observational systems) of the
Main Conclusions and Recommendations. In his delegation's view, establishment of regional research centres,
located primarily in developing countries, was of importance not only to those countries but to the world
meteorological community as a whole. The SWCC
recommendation to that effect was a visionary one and
should be reflected in WMO's programme. Some time
would no doubt elapse before the concept was developed
and centres were established, so no substantial financial
investment would be needed during the forthcoming
financial period, but the Indian delegation would like it to
be included in the programme and budget with a small
token provision. The initiative would thus be retained for
further development at a later stage.
The DELEGATE OF ARGENTINA referred to the
reports of the presidents of regional associations,
presented the previous day, which had recommended how
priorities should be allocated, and in which it had generally been agreed that the World Weather Watch was the
basic programme of the Organization. He said that he was
rather concerned at the discrepancy among regional asso"
ciations in their choice of programmes appearing in
second position - either the Education and Training
Programme or the World Climate Programme, which he
considered to have equal importance. He feit, however,
that the Education and Training Programme, the Regional
Programme and the Applications of Meteorology
Programme, which were vital to developing countries,
deserved rather more budgetary support in order to serve
those countries more effectively. He called the attention of
Congress to those needs and requested that in the committee discussions of Document Cg-XI/Doc. 11, ADD. 1,
Appendix B, the importance of the above-mentioned
programmes be kept in mind, particularly as regards
developing countries, and given appropriate priority. In
conclusion, he declared his approval of the proposed
budget.
The DELEGATE OF GERMANY thought that all delegations were familiar with the Secretary-Genera!'s
proposals and Congress had to consider the programme in
detail as far as priorities were concerned, giving highest
priority, of course, to WWW. However, the figures should
be examined closely from the outset to see what funds
were necessary; a situation in which the budget was
decided at the last moment should be avoided. Members
should therefore ask themselves whether the necessary

funds could be made available and his delegation considered that that issue should be dealt with early in the
proceedings. It also supported the recommeudation by
EC-XLII regarding the programmes for the eleventh
financial period.
The DELEGATE OF NEPAL expressed his appreciation
of the President's able leadership and the SecretaryGeneral's snpport over the previous four eventful years
and commended the Secretary-General on his clear and
coherent programme and budget document.
He stressed the impact of the climate issue on the
Organization, commending the Secretary-General further
on the leading role taken by WMO in that connection and
which should be continued in respect of IPCC activities
and the INC. Those activities, support to the IDNDR and
preparations for UNCED definitely required more
resources and his delegation supported the proposed
budgetary increases.
He said that the priorities accorded by the various
countries to the scientific and technical programmes were
closely related to the level of development of the individual
Services. The utility of a national Service depended on the
level of development in other economic sectors, and
activities in industrially developed countries were more
operational and management-oriented, requiring short-term,
high-precision forcasts and "nowcasting", in which progress
had been considerable. Developing countries such as his
own, however, did not require such forecasts but rather
services in terms of planning and development, e.g.
climalological and hydrological databases. Development of
services in those countries was hindered by the low status
and priority accorded to meteorological activities, owing 10
insufficient demonstration of the practical importance of
meteorology and the lack of specially-tailored products for
end-users. The potential customers for those services were
development planners and project implementers, who had
the means to assist in enhancing the importance of
meteorology but who had no use for products not tailored to
their needs.
He stressed the areas where technical co-operation
efforts were needed: training of staff in specialized fields,
proper application of climate and hydrological records;
improvement and modernization of data banks and data
processing; sensitization of the plauners to the benefits of
meteorological services, e.g. in agriculture. The situation
could be remedied by providing trained staff in specialized
fields and computer data banks.
Modernization and development were major problems in the developing countries. He fully supported the
views of the delegate of the USSR concerning the difficulties of those countries with repect to ensuring sustainable
development, which should be kept in mind when decisions were taken on the Long-term Plan and the
programme and budget.
The delegate briefly described the activities in
meteorology and operational hydrology in his country, which
was both mountainous and richly endowed with water
resources. He mentioned in particular the recently established
Consultative Group on Mountain Hydrology, in which the
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
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(Kathmandu) and UNESCOs IHP participitated actively, and
invited WMO to do so also. He requested WMO to sponsor
a regional training programme on mountain-stream
measurement techniques that Nepal intended to organize and
to co-sponsor the International Symposium on Snow and
Glacier Hydrology scheduled to be held in November 1992
as part of its Snow and Glacier Hydrology Programme.
He concluded by commending the SecretaryGeneral on his past performance and supporting his
candidature for another term of office. He also expressed
his appreciation of the excellent arrangements made for
the Congress session.
The DELEGATE OF NIGERIA said that the SecretaryGeneral's programme and budget proposals and the Third
Long-term Plan were both explicit and well-presented:
the Secretary-General and his staff were to be congratulated. He agreed with the proposal for an Executive
Summary, because as it stood the Plan might not be suitable for in-depth study by the policy-makers.
For thirty years or so, WMO had been trying to
improve meteorological services throughout the world and
many programmes had been set up and implemented;
nevertheless, the gap between developing and developed
countries was widening. The inability of the former to
meet the basic requirement of providing accurate weather
information was compounded by the pressing demands
brought about by global warming and climate-change
issues. With a "business as usual" approach of zero·real
growth, developing countries would not be able to
contribute effectively to present and future challenges.
That would also mean that the world community would
not be in a position to respond properly to global
demands.
For those reasons, the Nigerian delegation appealed
to Congress to consider critically but sympathetically the
Secretary-General's budget; the proposals concerning the
WWW etc. were all vital and adequale funding should be
provided for them.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM qualified
the two documents as comprehensive, useful and wellprepared. He said that the challenge to WMO was to carry
out new programmes while maintaining the established
ones. The World Weather Watch, which depended largely
on the Technical Co-operation and Education and Training
Programmes, was of high priority, as was support to the
new initiatives under the World Climate Programme,
which were of global importance and for which it was
vital that WMO should provide the scientific and technical
leadership.
The strong commitments on national budgets imposed
a zero-real growth WMO budget, but with allowance for
inflation over the next financial period. Stringent
prioritization, increased efficiency and adequale flexibility
were required. In particular he recommended that support be
provided for the additional items (e.g. GOOS, WCP coordination and establishment of a WMO office in New
York) within the budget; that the Executive Council be given
adequate flexibility to permit support of the highest-priority
programmes; and that the Secretary-General be allowed
more flexibility in managing the budget. The UK delegation
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supported the Secretary-General's request for the lifting of
the limitation on the number of stalI, which could well be
replaced by a specified ceiling on total staff costs.
The DELEGATE OF TUNISIA congratulated the
Secretary-General on the presentation of Cg-XI/Docs. 10
and 11; his delegation supported the proposals contained
therein.
To reach the goals of the Long-term Plan, WMO
recommended that all countries obtain maximum benefit
from full use of meteorological data in support of various
human activities and that the technological gap between
the services provided by developed and developing countries be bridged. Attention had also been drawn to certain
countres' limited capacity to satisfy needs. In many developing countries, however, efforts made to operate services
and meet WWW demands were disproportionate to the
small benefits gained from the mass of data available in
the Global Telecommunication System. Either the coun·
tries did not possess the means to receive that information
or, for lack of material and human resources, they were as
yet unable to adapt it to a form suitable for users in the
different economic sectors.
He noled, in the Long-lerm Plan, that for RA I stress
was laid on the sleps to be taken to bridge the technological
gap and that several programmes to that end were included.
The summary of those proposals could be regarded as a
genecal statement but not as concrete action, 'so efforts should
be made to increase resources ill the form of technical coopemtion, the Voluntary Co-operation Programme, from the
WMO regular budget, UNDP or extra-budgetary sources.
Developing countries should, for example, have salellite
receiving stations to receive selecledcommunications such as
those from the RTHs atBracknell and Rome. Also, to increase
the efficiency of inlemational services, substantial assistance
should be requesled from the inlemational community to reinforce regional structures such as ACMAD, AGRHYMET, or
the drought-monitoring centres.
Another aspect was the problem of training, fellowships, organization of seminars and workshops, etc.,
particularly in new meteorological techniques.
In conclusion, he recalled that RA I retained as
priorities in the Plan:
All components of WWW, including improvement
of lelecommunication systems and data-processing,
and strengthening of the functioning of the Regional
Specialized Meteorological Centres;
Training and technical co-operation;
The World Climate Programme, particularly the
applications of meteorology and environment
programmes;
The research component of the Tropical Cyclone
Programme.
The DELEGATE OF FINLAND staled that some increase
in the budget was acceptable, provided it was used for ilems
constituting real progress, e.g. work on the climate-change
issue and data-orienled projects in developing countries, and
not for bureaucratic purposes.
The DELEGATE OF BURKINA FASO congratulated the
President, the Secretary-General and all the staff for the
dynamic and effective way in which the Organization had

32

FOURIH PLENARY MEETING

been run in the preceding financial period. His delegation
also transmitted to Congress the hopes placed by Burkina
Faso in the conclusions of the Eleventh Congress which
would surely strengthen even more WMO action in the
fields of technical co-operation and training and the
primary role it should play in improved mastery over the
climate.
He drew attention to the pertinence of the
programmes proposed for the coming four years: the new
challenges such as climate change and natural disasters
adding to WMO's responsibilities, the desire to reinforce
WWW, especially in the developing countries whose
Meteorological Services presented a low level of programme implementation. He supported fully the
statement by the delegate of Mali, which reflected the
concem of developing countries on their inability to meet
elementary meteorological information needs, both internationally and nationally.
He appealed for a special effort to be made on the
part of all Members to support more fully the
fundamental programmes such as WWW, training and
meteorological applications, to enable developing
countries to play a more effective part in the
Organization's activities.
. The DELEGATE OF ALGERIA thanked the SecretaryGeneral for providing such a high-quality and
comprehensive document on the programme and budget
for the period 1992--1995. His delegation supported all of
the programmes contained therein and hoped for a
detailed discussion in committee.
Although theclimate-changeissue was becoming
increasingly important on the global level, the existing
preoccupations - which, in the case of developing countries, concerned food self-sufficiency - should not be
neglected. His delegation therefore supported the
World Weather Watch and the Applications of
Meteorology Programme. Efforts were also needed on the
part of WMO to increase public awareness of the benefits
to be obtained from meteorological services. The
Organization had established stations and provided
services but had not made sure that the users really benefited from them. It was still necessary to persuade the
decision-makers to provide equipment and services; the
Public Information Programme therefore also deserved
support.
The delegate observed that the lack of trained
personnel was a severe handicap to development, and
stressed the importance of the role of the Education and
Training Centres in that connection. In short, technical cooperation was an indispensable aid to the developing
countries and should be supported.

The DELEGATE OF TANZANIA greatly appreciated
the proposals made by the Secretary-General and in the
Long-term Plan: they constituted an excellent framework
for the development and implementation of WMO
programmes over the coming decade. The programme
was well thought-out, carefully prepared and deserved
congratulations.
Concerning priorities in RA I, which comprised the
least-developed Meteorological Services and where the
requirements were many and varied, he agreed that it was
difficult to define them, precisely due to climate conditions
and differing stages of development The common goal was
to ensure that national Meteorological Services were Iaised
to a level where they could contribute effectively to national
economic development without losing sight of the collective
goals of the Organization. The major objective was to
strengthen Meteorological Services in the Region by
acquiring new and appropriate technology for data
observations, processing facilities and exchange of products,
by taking account of new technological opportunities and
computer facilities. That all highlighted the highest priori~
of the Region, namely the WWW.
Other areas of priority to Africa included transfer of
technology and methodologies, including computer-based
data provided through full implementation of CLICOM;
the Technical Co-operation Programme, aimed at narrowing the existing gap between national Meteorological
Services; the Education and Training Programme, involving manpower to match expected development plans; the
Applications of Meteorology Programme; the World
Climate Programme; and research activities to provide
viable services.
His delegation urged that those priorities be incorporated in the Third Long-tellll Plan, to enable countries
to participate fully in programmes and derive maximum
benefit. The budget issue was a complex one, but services
had to be improved in order to narrow the gap, so that all
countries could advance together for the common good.

12.

Establishment of a Credentials Committee
(agenda item 1.2) - contd.

The PREsIDENT announced a proposed change in the
membership of the Credentials Committee due to the
delayed arrival of certain delegates. Having consulted
those concerned, he proposed that, in the case of RA I, the
delegates of Algeria and Senegal replace the delegates of
Morocco and Rwanda and, in that of RA V, the delegate of
Brnnei Darnssalam replace the delegate of Vanuatu.
It was so agreed.

The meeting rose at 12.45 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE FIFTH PLENARY MEETING
3 May 1991 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 2.40 p.m.
13.

Long-term planning (agenda item 7) (Cg·XI/
Docs. 10; la, ADD. I; 10, ADD. 2); and
Consolidated programme and budget 1992-1995
(agenda item 8) (Cg-XI/Docs. 11; 11, ADD. I; 12;
13) - contd.

The I'REsIDENT invited further comments on agenda
items 7 and 8.
The DELEGATE OF TIlE NETIlERLANDS expressed his
satisfaction at the presentation of the Plan, particularly at
the proposal to include an Executive Summary, and
commended the Secretary-General and his staff on its
preparation. His delegation approved the programmes
listed for the period 1992-2001, but considered further
specification necessary in respect of the high-priority
programmes. He said that the increasing destructive activity of mankind would obviously result in an increase of
greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere.
Moreover, society was increasingly at risk from accidents
and disasters. It was the responsibility of the meteorological and hydrological community to inform the
policy-makers of scientific conclusions and the state of the
atmosphere. His delegation was therefore of the opinion
that stress should be laid on the monitoring and evaluation
of climate change; implementation of the Global
Atmosphere Watch; and development and support of the
environmental emergency response system.
WMO held an important position in those matters,
in which it had proved to be very effective and would
hopefully continue to be in the future. The delegate was
against the establishment of new intergovernmental bodies
to deal with the climate-change issue, which he felt would
have a negative effect on existing structures.
The increasing activities of the programmes he had
mentioned would of course require extra funding and he
advocated a certain flexibility in dealing with climate and
environmental issues. The other programmes, of which the
World Weather Watch should be given highest priority,
should be pursued within the limits of zero-real growth.
The delegate strongly proposed cutting down the
volume of documentation, which would be a practical
contribution towards reducing climate change. He
expressed his conviction that by increasing their efficiency, the Organization and the Secretariat would be able
to expand the existing programmes while remaining
within the zero-growth limit.
The DELEGATE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA considered
that the consolidated programme and budget document
had been very well prepared and presented. However, he

would like to suggest one amendment, namely that it
include summarized information on the expected allocation of funds among individual Regions and the
programmes with a trans-regional and global character. It
could perhaps be presented in tabular or pie-diagram form
and would both clarify the actual proposals and help the
regional associations to orientate themselves better. It
would also serve to illustrate how the strategic objectives
of global projects and programmes, derived from regional
priorities, were backed up by budgetary measures for the
relevant fiscal period.
The DELEGATE OF URUGUAY congratulated the
Secretary-General on the clear presentation of the two
documents and on their preparation, which had represented an arduous task. He expressed support for the
proposals therein including the new ones, as in his delegation's view they implied new tasks which would define the
future role of the Organization and place it in its proper
place within the United Nations system. He thanked the
delegation of Argentina for its statement regarding priorities, particularly those concerning developing countries.
He approved the section on policies and strategies within
the Third Long-term Plan but felt that it should include
more about implementation.
To developing countries such as his own, he said,
the long-term objectives appeared excellent but difficult to
attain, particularly that of "bridging the gap". That problem had been raised eight years previously and good plans
were being produced but - in South Amelican countries
at least - the progress foreseen had not been accomplished or was even on the decline. He therefore wished to
stress the importance of setting up a proper evaluation
mechanism, particularly in the developing countries.
The DELEGATE Ql' PORTUGAL associated himself
with the comments made by the delegate of France
concerning the Secretary-Genera!'s clear presentation of
the Plan and programme and budget documents. To an
environmental activist like himself, it was satisfactory to
see that the Plan - an important feature in the life of the
Organization - included topics which in the past had
been dealt with by other institutions involved in environmental issues and were mainly concerned with the
management of natural resources. The Plan was thus
aimed at meeting the challenges of modem society and
new homons were opening up for WMO. In his view the
Plan did not require much amendment.
Commenting on the new philosophy and strategy of
WMO, he said the reinforcement of national Meteorological
Services in particular should be emphasized so that they could
meet the competition from plivate agencies. within a country
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and outside. Meteorological data would grow in importance
and he was pleased to note that the Public Infonnation
programme would be considen~d in depth. Aeronautical, agricultural and marine meteorology procedures had been
adopted and now it was time to focus on iilfonnation made
available to the public.
He agreed with the delegate of the Netherlands that
it was not necessary to have other international organizations to deal with climate and environmental matters;
WMO itself was capable of meeting the challenge through
its environmental policy.
Commenting next on the budget, he wondered what
was really meant by zero-real growth. He agreed with the
delegate of China about the needs in research and the fact
that the challenges of modern society should be met.
Increasing the budget or not was a real issue of those new
needs and the public's expectations of WMO were to be
satisfied. The specific scientific and technical expertise of
WMO must be recognized.
The DELEGATE OF ZAMBIA endorsed the contents, of
the Third Long-tenn Plan, which he said would go a long
way towards assisting Members to plan to meet the challenges in the field of meteorology and hydrology, and
therefore supported its adoption. For the same reason as
had been advanced by the delegate of Nigeria, his delegation also supported the EC proposal for a separate
Executive Summary designed for decision-makers. He
paid tribute to the chairman of the Working Group on the
Long-tenn Plan and his team for their preparation of the
document. His delegation supported the SecretaryGenera!'s budget proposals, particularly those concerning
the scientific and teehnical programmes and the Technical
Co-operation Programme.
The DELEGATE OF DOMINIGA expressed his admiration of the Secretary-Genera!'s exposition of the Plan and
the programme and budget and his full support of the
proposals. He would not enter into the detail of the philosophical aspects so well put by the chairman of the EC
Working Group on the LTP but did consider the Plan
would benefit from the IPCC example of being preceded
by a brief Executive Summary.
Like the United States delegate, he too endorsed
financial and fiscal responsibility and was proud of his
country's association with WMO. However, when an
organization was called upon by the world community to
take' on new responsibilities while continuing to perfonn
existing tasks with excellence, to provide the additional
funds could not be regarded as a departure from a proven
record of responsibility. Members had complained consistently about the lack of recognition of WMO activities on
the part of planners. The Organization now had a good
opportunity to enhance its position and it should be
grasped, even if some cost was involved. WMO represented different things to its Members; the smaller
Services leant heavily on it. The reports from the regional
associations contained an underlying element of deteriorating services and while Congress had been invited to
link the LTP with the programme and budget, he
cautioned that the persistent worsening of WMO's
economic difficulties during the current financial period
should not be allowed to continue.

He would expect the proposed additional funding to
be reflected in improved performance and activity in
many services, to the benefit of all. The programme and
budge! proposals constituted a collective view on the
direction to be taken, and certain aspects of them would be
refined and improved by the committees. He appealed to
participants to take a global view of the situation and to
give generous support to the proposals, adding that his
country would be happy to make its modest contribution

to the increases.
The REPRESENTATIVE OF ASECNA expressed his
appreciation of the Third long-term Plan, which had
undergone a number of intelligent modifications over a
very long period before the final result had been obtained.
Its preparation had required skill, goodwill and foresight,
and represented the efforts of the Secretary-General and
his team and all the WMO constituent bodies. As the
representative of ASECNA he had attended nearly all of
the Executive Council meetings at which the Plan had
been submitted and amended. He appealed to Members to
approve the Plan, which would be not only a tool but a
guiding light for future meteorological work, and assured
them that his Agency would apply it.
The Secretary-General's proposed programme and
budget set out the needs and priorities very clearly. He
hoped that efforts on the part of all those providing
resources would pennit approval of the document in its
existing fonnat. If any amendments were to be made - and
he hoped that would not be the case - he stressed the
importance of adopting the Applications of Meteorology
Programme as submitted; for Omt programme, together with
the World Weather Watch, would consolidate the conquest
of meteorology throughout the world and was crucial to
developing countries.
He presented the apologies of his Director-General,
who had been unable to attend the opening of the session
and make his traditional statement bearing witmess to the
mutual interests of the two organizations, which spanned a
large part of Region I. On behalf of his Director-General,
he expressed pleasure and satisfaction at the start to the
session and wished it a successful continuation. All of the
reports so far presented had met with the approval of his
Agency, which endorsed the concerns expressed therein,
He concluded by appealing to Congress to give support to
Region I to help Members overcome the problems which
the President of RA I had so clearly described.
The DELEGATE OF SENEGAL shared the views of
those speakers who had commended the Secretary-General
on the quality of the documents presented. Everyone
agreed that the Organization could not remain deaf to the
neW demands of climatic changes and problems associated
with the environment in general. His delegation therefore
supported the objectives of the Plan and the consolidated
programme and budget.
Referring to the statement by the President of RA I,
while endorsing the absolute priority of the WWW
Programme, he asked for help in reinforcing the national and
regional Services so that they could create and run research
and development institutions to take on problems linked to
the environment.
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Commenting also on the regional aspects of the
LTP, he was pleased to see the emphasis placed on
institutions such as ACMAD, AGRHYMET, drought
monitoring and other regional centres and the need to
strengthen them. By the year 2000, much progress would
have been made in the telecommunication and dataprocessing sectors, in Africa as elsewhere, and for that
reason WMO should seek progressively to harmonize the
activities of those centres. WMO was doubtless doing its
best in that connection but for reasons of economy and
efficiency more should be done to see that organization
was improved.
The DELEGATE OF GUINEA joined previous speakers
in congratulating the Secretary-General on the quality of
the two documents under discussion. He said that the
Organization's efficiency in managing the programmes
voted by Congress was generally recognized. The financial difficulties threatening that efficiency had been the
subject of correspondence with Members, who had been
requested to assist in obtaining financial resources to
implement the approved programmes. The Secretariat had
used skill to continue implementation of the programmes
voted by Congress.
As a result of the Second World Climate Conference
and the UN resolutions on the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction, meteorology was rightly
taking on a new dimension. To undertake such new activities in addition to the efficient execution of existing
programmes it was necessary to devote the appropriate
resources to them and to give the Secretariat the necessary
discretion and flexibility to respond to the challenge. The
new dimension being given to meteorology coincided
with a retrogression in many countries, particularly the
developing ones, and called for a very serious examination
of the zero-growth concept. In view of the increasing
demands being made on the Organization he proposed that
Congress abandon the zero-growth concept while remaining realistic as regards the very difficult international
economic situation.
The DELEGATE OF SINGAPORE congratulated the
Secretary-General on his presentation of the Long-term
Plan and realistic programme and budget proposals, as
well as the chairman and members of the Working Group
on the Long-term Plan. He had been interested to hear the
remarks on strategy, namely that the focus should be on
science, not politics; that low priority should be given to
non-productive activities; that support activities were
necessary; and that WMO should work with, but not in
competition against, UNEP, IOC, etc. He supported those
recommendations fully.
In his view, the Third Long-term Plan was an excellent plan for the coming decade, designed by and for
Members, and the proposed activities were necessary to
reduce existing deficiencies in high-priority programmes
such as the WWW. They were also necessary in the light
of new priorities such as climate-change issues which
threatened the survival of small, low-lying island States
like those in RA V. The Plan was a modest one, even in a
situation where other organizations in the UN system were
consiiained to zero-real growth. It was by no means a plan
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to "take over the world", as had been said, but he felt it
met the requirements for WMO to remain a responsible
and cost-effective organization.
In short, his delegation fully supported the Third
Long-term Plan and the Secretary-General's response to it
in his project proposals.
The DELEGATE OF JAPAN associated himself with
previous speakers in thanking the Secretary-General and
his· staff and the EC Working Group on the Long-term
Plan on the excellent documents. His delegation approved
the Plan, which it considered to be of value to both WMO
and the Services of individual Members, and in particular
supported the priority order given therein.
The World Weather Watch Programme, the backbone of the Organization, should remain of highest
priority during the eleventh financial period.
Second priority should be given to activities
concerning the global and environmental issue during the
nineties and the beginning of the next century. Efforts
should also be made to maintain the other traditional
programmes such as technical co-operation. The difficult
challenges of reconciling all the demands must be taken
up.
The Japanese delegation considered that the
Executive Summary would be a valuable means of
demonstrating the Organization's strategy to policymakers. It was of the opinion that the zero-growth concept
should be maintained as far as possible. In evaluating
priorities, Congress should keep in mind both the value of
programmes to all countries and the financial difficulties
that many of them were facing. To keep within zero-real
growth while accommodating the many new demands,
efforts should be made to improve efficiency in all WMO
activities and programmes.
As regards extra-budgetary allocations for the basic
projects of the Organization the delegate advocated
extreme caution, since the introduction of such measures
could lead to loss of control of priorities from the financial
viewpoint. In concluding, he expressed the hope that the
recommendations of EC-XLII and the Financial Advisory
Committee would be taken into account during the
committee discussions on the subject.
The DELEGATE OF QATAR added his congratulations
to the Secretary-General and the chairman of the Working
Group on the Long-term Plan; their work enabled
Members to see the link between the Plan and the financial resources. Some doubted the feasibility of
implementing the Plan because of those resources, particularly in developing countries. At the present stage, the
Secretary-General could not be asked to earmark
resources for the implementation of specific projects,
especially as certain projects had been allocated funds
during the current financial period. Nor would it be advisable to ask him to make savings or attempt to obtain
extra-budgetary resources, since that could even be delIimental to implementation of some of the programmes. It
was therefore necessary to decide which programmes
were most important and what resources were necessary
to implement them before making any requests to Member
States.
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The DELEGATE OF AUSTRALIA said that his delegation
was in favour of zero-growth and would prefer that priority
be accorded to the important new climate initiatives such as
the Global Climate Observing System.
The DELEGATE OF HONDURAS considered Document
Cg-XI/Doc. 11 a very valuable contribution of the
Secretary-General and his staff. The financial report and
that of the Executive Council described the requirements
and possibilities for the coming financial period very
clearly. All of the WMO programmes were iruportant, hut
four of them particularly so, to countries such as his own,
still in their infancy as regards development. Tremendous
sacrifices were necessary to develop activities in those
countries, where their implementation was becoming
increasingly restricted.
He appealed for increased support to the World
Weather Watch Programme, the Applications of
Meteorology Programme, the Education and Training
Programme and particularly the Technical Co-operation
Programme - which, although it had the smallest budget
(because many Members thought it operated only jointly
with UNDP), was, with the Voluntary Co-operation
Programme and thanks to the donor countries, a major
means of implementing activities. He hoped that these
programmes would increase in importance with a proportional increase in the funding allocated to each, even if the
zero-growth budget were voted;
The DELEGATE OF SPAIN agreed with the expressions of appreciation for the preparation of the Plan,
although he thought it required some review as far as the
additional funds that would be necessary were concerned
because it contradicted the policy of the past ten years.
Zero-real growth was a good policy in principle; it forced
an organization to optiruize functions and make savings in
carrying out programmes. He wondered though whether it
was possible to maintain zero growth in the years to come.
It was obvious that high priority and most of the resources
should be given to WWW and he entirely agreed with
that; WWW was certainly the backbone of WMO activities.
However, in recent years there had been growing
pressure from Governments and the ·public at large to
increase climate programmes, those associated with the
WCP. The Secretariat's requests for additional budgetary
support were related essentially to the growing interest in
climate change. His delegation shared the concern already
expressed that new budgetary resources might make the
bureaucracy more cumbersome, without necessarily
making it more effective. Nevertheless, he recognized
that, despite the increasing economic difficulties of the
Organization and Member countries in recent years (the
situation of unpaid contributions being at its worst),
Governments were responding more to climate-change
issues: IPCC would continue; there was a new INC for a
new Convention on climate change; and other activities
which all required funding and appeared to receive
government support.
In those circumstances, WMO should try to attract
more funding through the political interest and support of
Governments, and thereby permit a slight, cautious

budgetary increase. He supported the increase requested,
on two conditions: firstly, that it be devoted to technical .
and scientific tasks; and secondly, that Government's political and economic support be identified.
The DELEGATE OF LIBYA addressed his compliments to the President, the Secretary-General and the
Secretariat on the way the session had been prepared and
joined the previous speakers who had expressed
admiration of the documents under consideration. He
endorsed the earlier remarks of the delegate of Algeria,
who had stressed the usefulness of the Applications of
Meteorology Programme, and pointed out the importance
of the Hydrology and Water Resources Programme. He
explained in that connection that his country was
implementing its Great River Project, designed to
channel fresh water from the southern Libyan Desert to
the coast, a distance of 3000 km, for irrigation purposes.
He expressed the hope that the transfer of technology would help bridge the gap between the industrialized
and the developing countries. Many of the problems
confronting the latter stemmed from the insufficient water
supply in many parts of the world. His delegation therefore hoped that a co-ordination process would be
developed through which it would be possible to support
the various countries' water programmes, particularly
those related to climate change and weather modification,
and to enhance precipitation in those countries. It had been
said that the World Weather Watch was the cornerstone of
the Organization's programmes; he wished to add that
weather modification was an essential activity of the
Organization, and one which would continue to be needed
in the future.
The DELEGATE OF IRELAND joined those who
appreciated the comprehensive documentation presented:
Congress would at least be in a position to take informed
decisions. It was evident that many participants were subject
to conflicting loyalties when considering the programmes.
On the one hand, as meteorologists, they were aware of the
work to be be done, that increasing demands were being
placed on the Organization and that as many as possible, and
preferably all of them, should be met. They knew that many
more activities could be undertaken if WMO were given
additional resources, so the instinct was to· agree to
everything. On the other hand, unfortunately, participants
represented administrations, many of whom operated under

severe economic restraints, and terms such as ufiseal
rectitude" and "financial restraint" rang in their ears. It was
in that context that the current programme must be viewed.
It had heen said that the programmes could be
divided into the old, established WMO activities that, even
if evolving, had been under way for some time. His delegation felt that in the current financial climate a
zero-growth policy should be adopted with respect to
them, and that any enhancement in a particular area should
be compensated for by greater efficiency or perhaps less
activity in another.
As for the areas on which there was new emphasis, it
was highly desirable for WMO to meet the challenges of
cliruate change and the environment and for that reason his
delegation would be prepared to accept a modest increase in
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Ibe resources made available. He echoed Ibe view !hat Ibose
modest extra resources should be channelled into teclmical
activities.
The DELEGATE OF ITALY found Ibe Long-tenn Plan
realistic and well balanced between the need to strengthen
traditional activities, particularly the World Weather
Watch, and that of pursuing developments, particularly as
regards climate and the environment. The Plan constituted
not only guidelines but a work programme for both the
Secretariat and the national Services; it should be adhered
to as far as possible.
With regard to the zero-growth aspect of the budget,
which appeared disappointing, he pointed out that it
applied only to the regular budget which, together with the
probable extra-budgetary resources, represented only 55%
of the total budget. There was, however, no limitation on
extra-budgetary resources, and if any countries were able
to give additional assistance in implementing the Plan the
extra-budgetary sources could be more widely applied.
Such a mechanism would pennit contributions to be well
defined, with a minimum of overheads due to bureau-

cracy, etc.
In conclusion, his delegation supported the Plan and
said that the Italian Meteorological Service would conform
to it as far as possible. The current financial situation was far
from favourable but Italy would do its best regarding extrabudgetary funds and, if the economic situation improved,
could be more positive in the future.
The DELEGATE OF THE GAMBIA congratulated those
who had prepared and presented a realistic Third Long-term
Plan and consolidated programme and budget for 1992-1995.
His delegation supported the priorities defined in the LTP,
especially bridging the teclmological gap and speeding up the
development of national Meteorological Services in
developing countries. It was only in that way that those
conntries could participate actively in other programmes of
high priority such as the monitoring and evaluation of climate
change, the implementation of GAW, the fight against natural
disasters, etc.
Everyone acknowledged the increasing responsibilities placed on WMO. For many years Congress had
insisted on a zero-growth budget but he believed it was
now time to show a little flexibility in order to
accommodate some of the new challenges faced by the
Organization and not to sacrifice the efficiency and
effectiveness that WMO had maintained over a long
period. In that regard, he endorsed the cautionary
remarks of the delegate of Dominica.
The DELEGATE OF GREECE associated himself with
those who had commended the excellent work done on
the Third Long-term Plan. He said that his delegation
fully supported the proposed programme and budget,
which it considered realistic in view of the current
economic situation.
The DELEGATE OF ICELAND echoed the complimentary remarks of earlier speakers concerning the
presentation of the Third Long-term Plan and the
programme and budget document and endorsed the
comments of the delegate of Ireland regarding the
programmes.
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In connection with the cost of translation and interpretation, he drew the attention of Congress to the
possibility of using computerized interpretation and translation at international conferences by the turn of the
"entory. The basic idea was the conversion by computer of
an original spoken language into written text. A further
development was the use of an artificial intermediate
language into and from which languages could be translated. Such a system, when available, would permit each
delegate to follow the proceedings in his own language on
a computer screen.
The system could be introduced in stages: to start
with, only a few official languages would be computerized, and the system could gradually be expanded by the
addition of other languages at the cost of the countries
concerned.
The application of such a system would not only
give all delegates equal rights and possibilities to express
their views but could also contribute to a considerable
reduction in the budget.
The DELEGATE OF INDONESIA expressed his delegation's thanks to the Secretary-General, the chainnan of the
Worlcing Group on the Long-term Plan and the Secretariat
for their excellent work in preparing the Plan and associated proposals. It supported the policy and strategy set out
and the priorities, namely the WWW, the WCP and the
Applications of Meteorology Programme. The delegation
also believed that WMO had played a decisive role in the
Second World Climate Conference, where the need to
provide information for detecting climate change, understanding the climate system and prediction of climate
variation were recommended. They therefore agreed to the
inclusion of the amendment in Appendix A in Part I of the
Plan (contained in Appendix D to Cg-XI/Doc. 10).
The Indonesian Government, in recent years, had
noted the increasing role of its Meteorological Service in
support of socio-economic development and its concern
with Ibe issues of climate change and sustainable development. It would continue to improve and enhance its
meteorological structure for the whole area of Indonesia,
in line with WMO policy and strategy.
The DELEGATE OF EGYPT expressed his delegation's
appreciation of the efforts made by the Secretary-General
and his staff in the preparation of the Third Long-term
Plan and the consolidated programme and budget. He
shared the views of the delegations of China, France and
Finland regarding the need to increase within reason the
funds allocated to the priority programmes such as education and training, weather modification and the Technical
Co-operation Programme. He stressed that the zerogrowth budget would in fact mean a negative growth of
those programmes, taking into account inflation and the
increased costs that were to be expected, the budget
having been established, he thought, on 1991 prices. He
expressed his hopes that the Organization would be able to
playa positive role and support the priority programmes.
The DELEGATE OF ETIllOPIA congratulated the
Secretary-General and all those who had contributed to the
preparation of the Third Long-term Plan and the budget for
the eleventh financial period. His delegation endorsed the
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priorities set out in the Plan and, taking accouut of the additional challenges facing WMO, also supported the budget
presented by the Secretary-General.
The DELEGATE OF BOTSWANA said that his delegation shared the view that the Third Long-tenn Plan was
solid and realistic and that the priority areas indentified
therein deserved support. He stressed the importance of
flexibility in approaching the matter of funding. While
zero-growth was to be considered, the Organization must
also aim at financing the new areas. It was also necessary
to bridge the technological gap between the developed and
the developing countries.
The PREsIDENT, summing up the general discussion
of agenda items 7 and 8, observed that all delegates who
had taken the floor had endorsed the Third Long-term
Plan and the programme and budget, expressing their

appreciation of the work of the Secretary-General and of
the Ee Working Group on the Long-tenn Plan. Opinions
diverged regarding the maintenance of zero growth, some
delegates faVOuring slight increases in priority areas. The
institution of certain emergency measures had also been
mentioned. Some speakers had stressed the necessity to
"bridge the gap" - which had a tendancy to increase between the developed and the developing couutries and
that the specific nature of the views and demands of those
countries should be taken into accountin the Long-tenn
Plan. The importance of the World Weather Watch as the
core programme of the Organization had been generally
recognized. The comments made were very useful and
deserved the attention of the working committees.

The meeting rose at 4.05 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE SIXTH PLENARY MEETING
10 May 1991 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order ot9.40 a.m.
14.

Report of the Credentials Committee (agenda
item 1.5) (Cg-XI/PINKS 1 and 8)

The CHAIRMAN OF TIlE CREDENTIALS COMMITIEE
presented the first and second reports of the Credentials
Committee.

The first and second reports of the Credentials
Committee, contained in Documents Cg-XlIPlNKS 1 and
8, were approved.
IS,

Appointment of the Secretary-General (agenda
item 12.3) (Cg-XI/Doc.16; Cg-XI/PINK 2)

The PREsIDENT reminded Congress of Article 21 of
the Convention and General Regulation 133, governing
the election of the Secretary-General by Congress, and of
General Regulation 190, which laid down the actnal election procedure. He had already submitted Document
Cg-XI/Doc.16, in which -in accordance with Resolution
18 (Ee-XLII) -tbe re-appointment of Mr G. O. P Obasi
to the post of Secretary-General for the period January
1992-December 1995 was proposed.
The CHAIRMAN OF TIlE NOMINATION COMMITTEE
presented Document Cg-XIJ PINK 2, in which also the
candidatnre of Mr G O. P. Obasi was submitted for the post
of Secretary-General for the eleventh financial period.
The PREsIDENT, having ascertained that there were
no further nominations from the floor, declared

Mr G. O. P. Obasi re-elected Secretary-General for the
elevelllhfinancial period.
The SECRETARy-GENERAL, recalling the occasion
of his first re-election to office four years previously,
expressed his most sincere appreciation of the renewed
confidence of the delegates. He considered his reappointment both a singular honour and a privilege but
accepted it with profound humility, for he was more than
ever aware of the responsibilities of his post, particularly
in view of the challenges and opportunities ahead. It was
the task of WMO to continue to provide enhanced
services to its Members so that they might undertake the
activities necessary for the protection of lives and
property, safeguarding of the environment and further
contribution to their socio-economic development.
WMO support was provided essentially through the
Secretariat; the Secretary-General tberefOle fult that Congress's
expression of confidence concerned all the Secretariat staff,
whom be thanked for their contribution to the success of the
Organization during the tenth financial period.
He acknowledged the contribution of the previous
Secretary-General and then thanked the Vice-Presidents and

the Bureau and Executive Council members for their advice
and support, which he hoped would continue during the
eleventh financial period. He expressed his appleciation to
the regional associations and technical commissions,
particularly for their co-operation in furthering the scientific
and technical programmes, and finally paid special tribute to
the President for his valuable advice, support and
encouragement and the excellent way in which he had
discharged his office.
The Secretary-General mentioned with gratitnde the
kindness and courtesy he had experienced in the course of
his official visits to Member countries. His visits had been
helpful and rewarding; they had afforded him an insight
into the goals and circumstances of the countries visited
and, he felt, had contributed to strengthening the sense of
world fellowship of the international community.
The activities of the Organization over the next four
years would depend Plimarily on the wishes of Members as
reflected in the decisions of Congress. Nations and their
Governments were becoming more aware of the potential
role of meteorology and hydrology, and of that of the
Organization, and he was confident that WMO would take
decisive steps to meet their expectations. The performance
of the Organization during the last decade of the millenium
would be crucial to its futnre, and unflinching solidarity on
the part of the Members was important if the challenges of
the next century were to be met and the purposes of the
Organization fulfilled.
The Secretary-General concluded by formally
recommitting himself to the ideals of the Organization.
The PRESIDENT said that, since the number of
speakers wishing to congratulate newly elected officers
was generally very large, it had been suggested that the
procedure for doing so be streamlined in order to economize on time. He therefore proposed that the floor be
given only to a representative of the officer's country of
origin and to the president (or an appointed delegate) of
each regional association, an exception to the rule being
made only in certain special cases. All other delegates and
representatives of international organizations wishing to
express their congratulations were invited to identify
themselves so that the fact could be recorded in the
minutes and to submit a written statement of congratnlations' if they so wished.
It was so agreed.

The delegations of the following cDullIries indicated
their desire to express their congratulations to the
Secreta/'y-General:
'" See annex on page 42.
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Mghanistan; Algeria; Angola; ATgentina; Australia;
Austria; Bahamas; Bahrain; Bangladesh; Barbados;
Belgium; Belize; Bolivia; Botswana; Brazil; Brunei
Darussalam; Bulgaria; Burkina Faso; Burundi;
Byelorussian SSR; Cameroon; Canada; Chile; China;
Colombia; Cote d'Ivoire; Cuba; Cyprus; Czechoslovakia;
Democratic People's Republic of Korea; Denmark;
Djibouti; Dominica; Egypt; El Salvador; Ethiopia;
Finland; France; Gabon; Gambia; Germany; Ghana;
Greece; Guinea; Honduras; Hong Kong; Hungary;
Iceland; India; Indonesia; Iran, Islamic Republic of;
Ireland; Israel; Italy; Jamaica; Japan; Jordan; Kenya;
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya; Madagascar; Malawi; Malaysia;
Maldives; Mali; Malta; Mauritius; Mexico; Mongolia;
Morocco; Mozambique; Myanmar; Nepal; Netherlands
Antilles; Niger; Nigeria; Norway; Oman; Pakistan; Papua
New Guinea; Paraguay; Philippines; Poland; Portugal;
Qatar; Republic of Korea; Republic of Yemen; Romania;
Saudi Arabia; Senegal; Seychelles; Singapore; Spain;
Sudan; Suriname; Sweden; Syrian Arab Republic;
Tunisia; Turkey; Uganda; Ukrainian SSR; Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics; United Arab Emirates; United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; United
Republic of Tanzania; United States of America; Uruguay;
Venezuela; Viet Nam; Zambia; Zimbabwe.

The following international organizations also
wished to be included:
the United Nations Environment Programme; the
International Civil Aviation Organization; the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a
Framework Convention on Climate Change; and the
Agency for Air Safety in Africa and Madagascar:
H.E. MR A.T. GRAHAM-DOUGLAS (Minister of
Aviation of the Federal Republic of Nigeria) thanked
Congress on behalf of the President and the people of
Nigeria for its continued confidence in the SecretaryGeneral, which they wholeheartedly shared.
By nominating him for re-election, the Executive
Council, with the support of the regional associations,
expressed general appreciation of the diligent and effective way in which the Secretary-General had performed
his duties.
Mr Graham-Douglas expressed his total conviction
that the Secretary-Geneml would fulfil the hopes placed in
him and appealed to all delegates for their co-operation
and support to him in the discharge of his duties. He
addressed the congratulations of his country to the
Secretary-General and wished him a successful term of
office.
MR KINTANAR (Philippines, former President of
WMO) said that his long experience with the Organization
- in the successive capacities of permanent representative of his country (from 1958), Executive Council
member (from 1974), President of the Organization (19791987) and finally again as member of the Council (since
1987) - had made him totally aware of its wishes and
real needs. He had worked closely with the SecretaryGeneral, both when the latter held the post of Director,
Education and Training Department and since his election

to office in 1984, and felt that the qualities and dedication
he had demonstrated were what was needed iti that post.
Over the next four years, Members could be assured that
the Secretary-General would constantly have the interests
of the Organization in mind. In expressing both his country's congratulations and his own to the Secretary-General
on his re·election, he also congratulated Congress on its
excellent choice.
The PRESIDENT OF RA I expressed his warmest
congratulations, and those of all Members of Regional
Association I, to the Secretary-General on his reelection. He drew attention to the Secretary-General's
invaluable contribution to the development of WMO
activities, particularly in Africa, during his past term of
office, throughout which his availability had been exemplary and deeply appreciated. All of the SecretaryGeneral's merits, he felt, stemmed not only from his intellectual and moral qualities, but from his faith in
meteorology and hydrology applied to economic and
social development. Under his guidance, WMO would
consolidate its success in the new directions being taken.
He wished the Secretary-General every success in his new
mandate, adding that he had already acquired the support
of all the Members of Regional Association l.
The PRESIDENT OF RA II addressed sincere
congratulations, both personally and on behalf of all
Members of Regional Association II, to the SecretaryGeneral on his re-election, expressing their confidence in
his continued attention to raising the level of expertise in
meteorology and operational hydrology. They were totally
aware·of the excellent way in which he had guided the
work of the Organization and, assuring him of their full
support, wished him great success.
The PREsIDENT OF RA III, on behalf of Regional
Association III, congratulated the Secretary-General most
cordially on his re-election. Associating RA III with those
who had already paid tribute to his numerous personal
qualities, he wished him every success in his new term of
office. Bis Association felt that Congress should be
congratulated on its decision, which would undoubtedly
be of great benefit to the Organization, and assured the
Secretary-General of its full support during his next
mandate.
The PREsIDENT OF RA IV offered his Association's
sincerest congratulations to the Secretary-General, whose
re-election by acclamation, he said, reflected the
Members' appreciation of his efforts on behalf of the
Organization. He added that the Secretary-Genera!'s
family should also be included in the congratulations,
illustrating his point with Milton's often-quoted line "They
also serve who (only stand and) wait". He personally
admired anyone who would assume such a strenuous and
difficult task. He assured the Secretary-General of his
Association's willingness to co-operate as fully as possible
and wished him a successful and healthy term of office.
The PRESIDENT OF RA V, speaking on behalf of
both Regional Association V and the delegation of
Singapore, presented his hearty congratulations to the
Secretary-General on his re-election to office. He
thanked him for his outstanding support to the activities
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of the regional associations, and for the initiatives
launched, particularly those in favour of developing
countries, and assured him of the complete confidence
and continued full support of Regional Association V,
Looking forward to collaborating closely with the
Secretary-General in promoting meteorology and
operational hydrology in his Region, he wished him
every success.
The PRESIDENT OF RA VI expressed his pleasure
at congratulating the Secretary-General on behalf of all
the countries in Region VI and the hope that the existing
fruitful co-operation between the Secretary-General, the
Secretariat and Regional Association VI would continue.
He said that during his two terms of office, the SecretaryGeneral had developed WMO into an outstanding
international organization that was beneficial to all its
Members and, particularly over the last two years, had
placed the Organization in a leading position as regards
climate-change activities and related environmental
issues. The tasks confronting WMO in the coming
financial period constituted a major challenge that he was
confident would be met to the satisfaction of all
Members under the leadership of the Secretary-General,
to whom he presented his best wishes for the future.
The DELEGATE OF TUNISIA, speaking as the
President of the Permanent Committee of Meteorology
of the Arab League and on behalf also of the Arab States,
transmitted their congratulations and good wishes to the
Secretary-General. He expressed his appreciation of
WMO's past and future work in developing meteorology
throughout the world, particularly in the developing
countries, and the gratitude of the Arab States for the
efforts made under the Secretary-General to promote the
use of Arabic within the Organization. He concluded by
wishing him every success in his future work and in
reinforcing meteorological services throughout the
world.

The DELEGATE OF CIIINA extended his delegation's
warmest congratulations to the Secretary-General on his
re-appointment. He acknowledged the outstanding
managerial capability of the Secretary-General, under
whose leadership since 1984 the Secretariat had made
great progress in implementing the Organization's
programmes and promoting international co-operation in
the fields of meteorology and hydrology. Remarkable
results had been achieved in furIhering the development of
Services in the developing countries, particularly through
the World Weather Watch, Education and Training and
Technical Co-operation Programmes.
During his period of office the Secretary-General
had considerably improved the efficiency of the
Secretariat. Since the previous Congress session he had
done valuable work on the climate-change issue and had
made known the Organization's role in global environmental and climate-related activities, thereby enhancing
its image. He had demonstrated his suitability and competence as Secretary-General.
The delegate assured the Secretary-General of his
Government's continued support in his work and wished
him even greater success in his future career, with a
further contribution to the development of Meteorological
and Hydrological Services.
Docwnents Cg-Xl!Doc. 16 alld PlNK 2 having been
approved and the Secretary-General subsequently reelected to office. consideration of agenda item 12.3 was
concluded.

The PRESIDENT invited delegates to submit any
congratulatory texts to the Secretariat. Summing up, he
stated that Congress had taken an extremely important
decision and had selected a most appropriate person as
Secretary-General, who would continue to make an
important contribution to the work of the Organization.
The meeting rose at 10.40. a.m.

*
*
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ANNEX
CONGRATULATORY STATEMENTS* SUBMITTED ON THE OCCASION OF THE
RE-ELECTION OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO OFFICE
FOR THE ELEVENTH FINANCIAL PERIOD
ANGOLA
The delegation of Angola takes this opportunity
to express its best wishes for happiness and prosperity
to Professor Obasi.
The task entrusted to him is not insignificant.
May good sense guide hiro in its fulfitment.
ARGENTINA
WMO is truly privileged to have Professor Obasi
once again as its Secretary-General.
His dedication and devotion, amply shown
through his· leadership and organization of WMO, have
assured the Organization a place of honoot within the
United Nations system, having gained the recognition
and respect of the entire world.
We know that Professor Obasi is an ardent
defender of developing countries and that he has made
every effort to improve and develop their Hydrometeorological Services. We are convinced that he will
continue to fight on their behalf during his next term of
office.
His recent wOrk with regard to climate change
has alerted the world to WMO's definitive role in this
important area for humanity.
The delegation congratulates Professor Obasi on
his re-election to the post of Secretary-General and
wishes him every success in his work, and we are
convinced it will be of great importance for the future
of hydrometeorological sciences.
AUSTRALIA
The delegation of Australia extends its warmest
congratulations to Professor Obasi on his reappointment as Secretary-General for the eleventh
financial period and its best wishes for a happy,
healthy and successful four years.
BAHAMAS
The delegation of the Bahamas would like to
express its profound gratitude to Professor
G. O. P. Obasi on his re-election to the post of
Secretary-General for the next four-year period and
wishes him continued success in all his endeavours.

* For reasons of unifonnity, minor editorial amendments have been
made to the texts comprising the present annex. The original
manuscripts were, however, transmitted to the Secretary-General as
received.

BAHRAIN
The delegation of Bahrain has pleasure in
expressing on behalf of the State of Bahrein our gratitude and thanks for the re-appointment of Professor
G. O. P. Obasi as Secretary-General for another fouryear period. This in itself is full recognition of the great
services rendered by the Secretary-General during the
tenth financial period. In the light of our confidence in
the Secretary-General, we are sore that he will continue
to work for the development and promotion ofWMO.
Our congratulations to Professor Obasi, and also
to Eleventh Congress for electing the right man for the
right position.
BANGLADESH
The delegation of Bangladesh, on behalf of the
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh.
warmly congratulates Professor G. O. P. Obasi on his
re-election as Secretary-General of the World
Meteorological Organization for a fnrther period of four
years. Bangladesh has confidence in the leadership and
intellectual capability of Professor Obasi and trusts that
his dynamic leadership aud able guidance will steer the
activities of WMO in meeting the new challenges
facing the world in respect of international meteorology
and hydrology. We sincerely believe that he will uphold
the charter of WMO and take timely and appropriate
action in narrowing the gap existing between the developed and developing countries in the field of
technological advancement in meteorology and hydrology, and formulate the future course of action on the
part of WMO to lessen the threat of global warming as
related to the greenhouse gases. Bangladesh hopes that
Professor Obasi wiUleave no stone unturned and
through WMO take the necessary action to supportthe
developing countries, which are so often devastated by
natural calamities, by helping them rehabilitate their
warning systems.
We all wish Professor G. O. P. Obasi every
success in discharging his noble responsibility as
Secretary-General and very good health for the years to
come.

BELIZE
The delegation of Belize, on behalf of the
Government and People of Belize, would like to
express its congratulations to Professor G. O. P. Obasi
on his appointment as Secretary-General of the World
Meteorological Organization. We are confident that he
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will continue to carry out the duties and responsibilities
of this high office in an exemplary manner.
BRAZIL
The Brazilian delegation takes the opportunity to
congratulate Professor G. O. P. Obasi on his appointment as Secretary-General of WMO for the next
financial period.
At the same time we should like to express our
appreciation of the work carried out in the previous
periods, which has resulted in the reshaping of the
Organization as a consequence of the new demands
posed by international requirements.
In addition we want to express our best wishes
for his continuous personal success and for the progress
ofWMO.
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
The delegation of Brunei Darussalam would like
to extend its heartiest congratulations to Professor
G. O. P. Obasi on his re-appointment as SecretaryGeneral of the World Meteorological Organization for
the next financial period.
We honestly believe that his strong leadership
and experience will help the Organization to override
the difficult years ahead.
We wish him every success in his future endeavours.
BURKINA FASO
The delegation of Burkina Faso would like to join
with all the other delegations present here today in
warmly congratulating Professor Obasi on his appointment as head of the Secretariat of our Organization.
A Meteorological Service may be regarded as a
human body in which every member and organ has
an important and vital role to play to ensure that
the system as a whole functions smoothly. This
comparison can also be applied to our Organization;
we, developed and developing countries alike, all
members of the same body, WMO, should strive to
work as one despite our diversity, and strengthen the
solidarity and co-operation which are the backbone
and lifeblood of our Organization.
The re-election of the Secretary-General by
acclamation to this post fills us with hope and joy. It is,
moreover, living proof that the guidelines for developing the activities of our Organization, guidelines which
he has helped to establish and fiercely defended during
his previous mandates and which basically rely on the
existence of solidarity and co-operation between
Members, are today meeting everyone's expectations. It
is also testimony to our collective desire to continue
strengthening this co-operation and solidarity between
WMO Members during the next financial period.
For its part, Burkina Faso fully supports, believes
in and resolves to carry out work alongside other
Member countries to realize the ideals of our
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Organization, for the success of its programmes and to
extend the influence of WMO throughout the world.
The delegation of Burkina Faso wishes the
Secretary-General every success in his work. We take
this opportunity to reiterate our sincere hope that one
day we shall have the honour of welcoming him to our
country.
BURUNDI
The delegation of the Republic of Burundi, on the
occasion of the Eleventh World Meteorological Congress, congratulates Professor Obasi on his re-election
to the post of Secretary-General of WMO for the
eleventh financial period. We wish him every success.
We also take this opportunity to congratulate
Congress on the choice it has made, both personally and
on behalf of our country's Meteorological Service.
In conclusion we wish to reaffirm our country's
deep commitment to the cause of meteorology in Africa
and throughout the world.
CAMEROON
The delegation of Cameroon welcomes the
opportunity to send its heartfelt congratulations to
Professor Obasi on his brilliant re-election to the post of
Secretary-General of our Organization.
Through this choice, Eleventh Congress has
echoed the confidence the Members have continually
placed in Professor Obasi. on account of his immense
qualities.
For its part, the delegation of Cameroon is
convinced that Eleventh Congress has made the best
choice and wishes Professor Obasi every success in
carrying out the difficult tasks lying ahead in the next
four years.
The delegation-of Cameroon assures him that it is
ready to work with him to develop meteorology in
Africa and throughout the world.
CANADA
The Canadian delegation would like to join with
other delegations in expressing its pleasure on the reappointment of Professor G. O. P. Obasi as SecretaryGeneral ofWMO for the period 1992-1995.
COTE D'IVOIRE
The delegation of the Republic of Cilte d'Ivoire
sends its warmest congratulations to Professor Obasi on
his outstanding re-election to the post of SecretaryGeneral for the next financial period. His nomination
by acclamation is proof of the confidence Congress has
in this worthy son of Africa for his humanitarianism,
his intellect and his devotion to the Organization. We
wish him every success.
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
The Czechoslovak delegation at the Eleventh
Congress of WMO is delighted at the unambiguous
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election of Professor G. O. P. Obasi to the post of
Secretary-General of WMO for the next financial
period.
The spirit of co-operation among the Members of
WMO and the results of the technical development
achieved under his leadership during the previous years
are a promise of the successful and effective work of
WMO in the years to come.
The delegation would like to congratulate
Professor Obasi on his election and wishes him good
health and every success in his further work in the post
of the Secretary-General of WMO. The Czech and
Slovak Federal Republic will give him every support in
his activities.
DJIBOUTI
The delegation of Djibouti, on behalf of both the
Government of the Republic of Djibouti and itself,
would like to congratulate Professor Obasi on his reelection as Secretary-General of WMO and wish him
every success in his work.

EGYPT
It is the privilege of the delegation of Egypt to
extend its sincere congratulations to Professor Obasi on
the occasion of his appointment, for the third time, as
Secretary-General of WMO. The consensus reached at
this plenary is evidence of the great confidence
bestowed by WMO Member cuuntries un Professor
Obasi and of their appreciation of his rational administration of the Organization during the past years.
The achievements made during Professor Obasi's
mandate speak for themselves, so it just remains to state
that WMO has achieved its objectives in intensifying
and developing meteorological activities all over the
world and in establishing its role in handling climatic
changes through promoting relevant studies and holding international conferences and meetings.
On behalf of the delegation of Egypt, we wish the
Secretary-General every success in carrying out his
duties during the next four years, in developing WMO
and ensuring its continuous co-operation with other
international organizations and bodies which deal with
environmental matters.
We also wish Professor Obasi every success in the
leading role he has been playing for eight years in the
development of national Meteorological Services and
particularly in his co-operation with developing countries.
FRANCE
The delegation of France sends its warmest
congratulations to Professor Obasi on his re-election to
the post of Secretary-General. The delegation is pleased
that the World Meteorological Organization is once
again under the leadership of a man whose wisdom and
abilities are acknowledged by all. The delegation of
France is convinced that his quiet authority and the
support of an efficient Secretariat will help WMO to

take up its rightful leading role in the coming years
whilst the international community is waking up to
environmental issues and climate change. The delegation is in no doubt that through Professor Obasi, and as
France has always wished, the developing countries
will be given every encouragement to participate fully

in the Organization's activities. The delegation assures
Professor Obasi of the full support of the Government

of France in his work and, once again, wishes him
every success in the tasks ahead.
THE GAMBIA
The Gambian delegation wishes to express its
heartfelt congratulations to Professor G. O. P. Obasi on
his re-election as Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization for the eleventh financial period.
The fact that Professor Obasi has once again been
re-elected unanimously to this challenging post is a
clear demonstration of his effectiveness, diligence and
dedication to the Organization. He has, during the last
two financial periods, conducted the affairs of the
Organization in a most excellentand professional
manner and it is a matter of great pride to all of us,
especially those of us from the developing countries, to
have him unanimously re-elected. Professor Obasi
deserves the merit and confidence bestow.ed on him and
we have no doubt that he will continue to live up to our
expectations, as has always been the case.
We Umnk him for lhe guud work he is doing and
wish him every success during the eleventh financial
period. He may be assured of our fullest support.
GHANA
The delegation of Ghana would like to join the
other colleagues in congratulating Professor G. O. P.
Obasi on his re-appointment as Secretary-General for
the eleventh financial period.
We all agree that Professor Obasi deserves to be
re-appointed as the Secretary-General. This is attested
to by his excellent performance and his untiring efforts
in the discharge of his duties with distinctiveimpartial.
ity during the tenth financial period.
It is Our belief that Professor ObasLwill perform
even better during the coming four -year period with the
co-operation of the Organization and the entire staff of
the Secretariat.
We wish him Godspeed.
GREECE
The Greek delegation would like to express its
congratulations to Professor G. O. P. Obasi on his reelection to the post of Secretary-General and wishes
him every success, good health and the time to enjoy it.
INDIA
The Indian delegation is indeed happy to associate itself with the other delegations in conveying its
hearty felicitations and congratulations to Professor
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G. O. P. Obasi on his reconfirmation as SecretaryGeneral of WMO for the third term. WMO has made
very appreciable progress during the last eight years
under the direction of Professor Obasi, and he has been
eminently successful in raising further the prestige of
the science and profession of meteorology and of the
Organization by providing the high level of competence
and leadership so crucial to the Organization at this
time, when it has to deal additionally with urgent and
critical items such as climate change and environmental
pollution - to quote two examples - items that have
brought additional responsibilities with almost
impossible time-frames. The prevailing financial
constraints have made the tasks even more difficult.
The increasingly important and influential role that
WMO has come to occupy in spite of all difficulties
bears eloquent testimony to the qualities and
competence of Professor Obasi. WMO is indeed fortunate to have him as Secretary-General. That is why the
Organization and all its Members assembled at this
Eleventh Congress deserve our hearty congratulations
and sincere thanks for the unanimous recoufirmation of
Professor G. O. P. Obasi as Secretary-General.

INDONESIA
The Indonesian delegation takes this opportunity
to express its congratulations to Professor Obasi as
Secretary-General of WMO for the next financial
period.
There is no doubt that the leadership of Professor
Obasi over the past financial period has been a major
factor in successfully achieving the implementation of
WMO programmes and making WMO one of the leading specialized UN Agencies dealing with the very
important issue of climate change. We are very gmteful
also for the personal efforts of Professor Obasi in
promoting the role of the Indonesian National
Meteorological Service and thus contributing to
Indonesia's socia-economic development.
It is our hope that the leadership of Professor
Obasi as Secretary-General will further strengthen the
role of WMO as a highly professional and esteemed
UN Specialized Agency.
KENYA
The Kenyan delegation has great pleasure in
congmtulating the Secretary-Geneml on his re-election
for a further term of four years. What we have done
today is a testimony of the good work the SecretaryGenem! has done for the Organization over the years. He
and his team have done WMO much good by sustaining
the efficiency of the Organization within the UN system
in spite of the conditions imposed by the economic
situation prevailing in the world. Professor Obasi now
faces the future with the new challenges that we will be
assigning him - but with co-opemtion from all of us he
will succeed. We wish the Secretary-Genem! good luck;
he may expect co-operation from Kenya.
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LIBYA
The delegation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
presents its warmest congratulations to Professor
G. O. P. Obasi on his re-appointment as SecretaryGeneral of WMO for the next financial period.
Professor Obasi is a well-known personality.
Throughout his past mandate he has supported WMO's
different activities and meteorological services in all
countries of the world, particularly in developing coun!ries. He has gained the confidence of all WMO bodies,
including the Executive Council and the regional associations, and he now enjoys the coufidence of all WMO
Members represented at Congress.
We are all coufident that he will continue providing assistance to develop the facilities of the different
meteorological services and we also have every confidence in his ability to cope with all possible difficulties
and to find appropriate solutions.
We wish him every success.
MADAGASCAR
The delegation of Madagascar is pleased to be
able to send its formal but sincere and heartfelt congmtulations to Professor Obasi on his appointment to the
post of Secretary-Geneml of the World Meteorological
Organization for a third term.
The delegation wishes him every success and
assures him of Madagascar's readiness to co-operate
closely with him since there is a common cunviction lhat
the strength of WMO depends on the strength of the
Members themselves and their unswerving solidarity.
MALAYSIA
The Malaysian delegation wishes to express its
sincere and heartiest congmtulations to Professor Obasi
on his re-appointment as the WMO Secretary-General.
Recognizing the wide gap that exists in the stages
of development of Meteorological Services of the
WMO Member countries, WMO, under the able leadership of Professor Obasi has, from our own experience,
taken several measures to help improve the services
being provided at the national level. In this respect
Professor Obasi is to be highly commended for his
vision and action taken in "bridging the gap" that exists
among national Meteorological Services.
Past track records have demonstrated unequivocally that Professor Obasi is a firm believer in the
importance of weather and climate to mankind. In this
regard he has, through his own initiative, endeavoured
to convince Governments of Member countries of the
need to provide continuous support to and invest in
national Meteorological Services, especially in the face
of environmental degradation and potential climate
change, which could adversely affect the economy and
well-being of all nations.
We in Malaysia are confident that, during his
tenure of office, the gap between developed and developing countries will be narrowed and we look forward
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to Professor Obasi's continued leadership of our
Organization into the 21st century.
The Malaysian delegation congratulates Professor
Obasi again on his re-appointment as Secretary-General
ofWMO.
MALDIVE..,
It is with great pleasure that the delegation of the
Maldives expresses its heartfelt congratulations to
Professor Godwin O. P. Obasi on his unanimous election
to a third term of office as Secretary-General. His
unanimous and unchallenged re-election is an indication
of Members' total coofidence and deep appreciation of the
services he has already rendered in this capacity.
We are particularly grateful to Professor Obasi for
having responded so promptly to our need, once
informed of our specific requirement for training material. He is a man who travels extensively, visiting
Members irrespective of their size or status of development, investigating their problems at first hand and
seeking solutions. His two visits to our country have
been most fruitful and reassuring to our Service.
As we move into the 1990s and confront the
urgent and varied challenges of climate change in the
next century, we need the leadership of Professor Obasi,
with his dynamism, understanding, devotion and dedi·
cation. We are confident that he will continue to render
valuable and outstanding services in the years ahead. In
congratulating the Secretary-General on his re-election,
we wish to assure him of the unqualified support and
co-operation of the Maldives in his discharge of his
important duties.
MAURITIUS
The Mauritian delegation wishes to associate
itself with all those who have congratulated Professor
Obasi on his re-appointment as Secretary-General of
the Organization.
He has been doing a great job at the Secretariat
and has always been attentive to the needs of developing countries. He deserves our praise and thanks.
We wish him every success during his next term
of office: good luck, good health and God bless.
MOROCCO
The delegation of the Kingdom of Morocco to the
Eleventh Congress would like to join all delegations in
congratulating Professor Obasi on his re-appointment
as Secretary-General ofWMO. This unanimous expression of confidence is evidence of Professor Obasi's
outstanding personal distinction. The Moroccan delegation will support him whenever required in serving the
high interests of our distinguished Organization.
MYANMAR
The Myanmar delegation has the pleasure and
honour to extend its heartfelt congratulations to
Professor Obasi on his re-appointment as Secretary-

General of the World Meteorological Organization for
the next financial period (January 1992 to December
1995). Professor Obasi's re-appointment is a particular
pleasure for the Myanmar delegation, as it is in accordance with the decision of the Executive Council of
WMO, which the Myanmar Government had already
endorsed.
The Myanmar delegation wishes to express its
high appreciation of the services Professor Obasi has
rendered to the success, development and continued
progress of WMO.
We take this opportunity to convey to Professor
Obasi the very best wishes of His Excellency Lt.
General Tin Tun, Miuister for Transport and Communication, for Labour, for Social Welfare and Resettlement,
and Commander-in-Chief (AIR) of the Defence
Ministry. It would be a great pleasure for our Minister
and for ourselves if Professor Obasi could find time to
pay Myanmar a visit at his earliest convenience. We
would like to reiterate the formal invitation of our
Minister to Professor Obasi.
In conclusion, we wish Professor Obasi every
success in carrying out his responsibilities as SecretaryGeneral of WMO in the years to come.
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES
The Government of the Netherlands Antilles would
like to congratulate Professor G. O. P. Obasi on his reappointment as Secretary-General and wishes him much
strength and wisdom during his next term of office.
PARAGUAY
On behalf of the Republic of Paraguay, the
accredited delegation to the Eleventh Congress of the
World Meteorological Organization warmly congratulates Professor Obasi on his re-appointment as
Secretary-General of WMO and is sure he will be
successful in all his work.
POLAND
The delegation of Poland would like to congratulate
Professor Obasi on his re-appointment as SecretaryGeneral, a post which is of great importance to WMO.
His many initiatives in the international arena in
recent years have made our Organization one of the
most important in the world. His constant efforts to
ensure co-operation between WMO Member countries
are familiar to us all.
Professor Obasi is the head of the Secretariat of
WMO, a group of specially selected eminent specialists
forming an elite circle, which is capable of solving the
problems that may arise for our Organization.
We wish him every success, particularly in the
activities of the World Meteorological Organization.
PORTUGAL
The delegation of Portugal would like to pass on
its appreciation and recognition of the excellent work
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which has been done by Professor Obasi as SecretaryGeneral of WMO.
Through his efforts we have been encouraged to
continue and further our development, as well as to
extend co-operation within WMO, particularly within
the regional associations of which we are Members, and
especially with Portugese-speaking African countries.
REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
The Republic of Yemen welcomes Professor
G. O. P. Obasi's re-appointment as Secretary-General of
WMO for the next four-year period. We wish him every
success in carrying out his functions and duties. Our
country is confident that Professor Obasi is worthy of
his re-appointment and that he will achieve great
success for the Organization during his next mandate.
ROMANIA
The Romanian delegation wishes Professor
G. O. P. Obasi the most warm and sincere congratnlations on his re-appointment, by acclamation, as
Secretary-General of WMO.
Best wishes, good luck and every snccess.
SAUDI ARABIA
The delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
is pleased to present its congratulations to His
Excellency the Secretary-General of WMO on his reappointment by Eleventh Congress for the next
four-year period.
We wish him every success and are sure that his
excellent performance over the last four years since
Tenth Congress will be repeated.
SENEGAL
The delegation of Senegal wishes to join the
previous delegations in heartily congratulating
Professor Obasi on his re-election to the post of
Secretary-General of our Organization for the next
financial period. This election gives us even greater
pleasure since it pays tribute to the Secretary-General as
a man of prestige; it is an honour for Nigeria - a
constant friend of Senegal - and is a tribute to Africa
and the entire international community.
Emotions aside, we welcome this re-election with
great joy also because, during the previous two fmancial
periods, whilst the Secretary-General has heen at the head
of the Organization, he has shown skill and a sense of
responsibility and discernment in his work, qualities
which have helped to improve the image of meteorology.
His humanity and great simplicity are inspiring
and are characteristics of truly great men.
He may rest assured that our Government will
always work with him to promote meteorology, and to
make meteorology an instrument for development, as
he has challenged us to do.
We have every belief in his success. May God
bless him.
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SEYCHELLES
In the name of the Government and people of the
Republic of Seychelles, the Seychelles delegation
wishes to express the greatest satisfaction at Professor
Obasi's re-election as Secretary-General of this UN
organization to which we are proud to belong, WMO.
We present our most profound felicitations.
Seychelles is one of the smallest nations. During
Professor Obasi's two terms of office as Secretary-General,
WMO has heen instrumental in strengthening our Service
from a small airport meteorology office, through a locaIization programme, to what it is today. His third term of office
will witness the full implementation aod consolidation of a
national Meteorological Service, fully localized. The
Seychelles delegation, headed by the newly appointed fIrstever Director of the Seychelles Meteorological Service,
congratulates Professor Obasi on his re-election for a third
term and wishes him every success.
We are sure that there will be an enhanced participation by Seychelles in WMO activities within the next four
years. The Director of the Seychelles Meteorological
Service has the pleasure of inviting Professor and
Mrs Obasi to pay a visit to the islands of Seychelles some
time, as the WMO Secretary-General (or even as a tourist).
SPAIN
The delegation of Spain warmly congratulates
Professor Obasi on his re-election for a further period as
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological
Organization, and wishes him every success in his
futnre work at the head of the Secretariat.
Likewise, we should all congratnlate ourselves on
the fact that this election guarantees an indisputable
leader for the Secretariat of the Organization, for a new
period, to reinforce its achievements and successes, as
demanded by the challenges of the present time.
The National Institute of Meteorology of Spain
will give its full support to Professor Obasi's management, so as to co-operate to the greatest possible extent
in this important task.
SUDAN
On behalf of the Government of Sudan, the delegation of Sudan would like to express. great satisfaction
and pleasure at the confidence which Eleventh
Congress has shown in His Excellency Professor Obasi
by re-appointing him for a third mandate as SecretaryGeneral of this important Organization. This strong
support, shown by the re-appointment of Professor
Obasi, is evidence of the considerable achievements he
has made and which are of great value to all Member
countries alike.
On behalf of our country, Sudan, which has close
relations with our sister country Nigeria, we again
extend our congratnlations and support to the SecretaryGeneral, Professor Obasi, and assure him of our full
co-operation in achieving our Organization's objectives.
We wish him good health and success.
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SURINAME
On behalf of the Government of the Republic of
Suriname, the delegation of Suriname congratnlates
Professor G. O. P. Obasi for again accepting the post of
Secretary-General for the next period, January 1992December 1995. Aware of his great leadership, devotion and perseverance demonstrated over the past four
yellt" - he is known as "the great organizer" - we are

convinced that Professor Obasi will again succeed in
the demanding post of Secretary-General of the World
Meteorological Organization. We wish Professor Obasi
all success in his future career, with God's blessings.
SYRIA
The delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic
would like to extend its sincere congratulations to
Professor Obasi and WMO, on the occasion of his reappointment as Secretary-General of WMO for the next
financial period ending 31 December 1995.
The valuable services rendered by the SecretaryGeneral during his two preceding mandates to WMO
and, in particular, 10 developing countries, which we
hope he will continue during the coming mandate, are
the best evidence of the confidence bestowed on
Professor Obasi by WMO Member countries and hence
their unanimous approval of his re-appointment for the
eleventh financial period.
In conclusion, we would like once again to
congratulate Professor Obasi and wish him every

success.
THAILAND
On behalf of the Government of Thailand, the
Thailand delegation would like to express profound
gratitnde and sincere congratnlations to Professor Obasi
on his re-election as Secretary-General ofWMO for the
next financial period. We also wish to assure Professor
Obasi of our continuing support, as in the past, in the
promotion of all WMO meteorological andhydrological activities in the future.
TOGO
The delegation of Togo would like to congratnlate Professor Obasi on his outstanding re-election to
the post of Secretary-General ofWMO.
There is no need to remind Professor Obasi of all
the services our country has enjoyed since he has been
head of the Secretariat. We trust that Professor Obasi
will do his best to promote further the Organization.
The delegation of Togo, the Togolese Meteorological
Service and the people of Togo wish him every success.
Professor Obasi may rest assured that Togo will
support him in his difficult work.
TUNISIA
The delegation of Tunisia is pleased to extend its
warmest congratnlations and best wishes to Professor
Obasi on his re-appointment as Secretary-General of
WMO for the next four years.

The delegation of Tunisia also welcomes the
opportunity to express its deep gratitude to the
Secretary-General for the valuable efforts he has made
and is still making for the promotion of WMO objectives and for the assistance to meteorological activities
on both the national and intemationallevel.
The delegation of Tunisia also wishes to express
its gratitude for the relentless and highly appreciated
efforts of the Secretary-General in promoting the use of
Arabic in WMO bodies.
On this occasion, the delegation of Tunisia would
like to express once again its confidence in the
Secretary-General's efficiency in helping the
Organization to make progress and render, through
meteorology, a valuable service to international society.
We wish the Secretary-General every success in
carrying out his responsibilities.
TURKEY
The Turkish delegation would like to congratulate
Professor G. O. P. Obasi on his re-election.
We should like to express our particular thanks to
Professor Obasi for his valuable work for WMO during
the past and we earnestly believe that he will do his best
in the futnre. We wish him great success.
UGANDA
The delegation of Uganda adds its voice to those
who have congratu-Iated Professor Obasi on his
appointment as Secretary-General of the World
Meteorological Organization for the eleventh financial
period.
Professor Obasi has proved beyond doubt that, in
addition to being a brilliant scientist, he is a very capable administrator and manager. In appointing him
Secretary-General of WMO for the eleventh financial
period, Congress has appointed an individual who is
qualified to fill the post in all respects.
Professor Obasi is a truly seasoned international
civil servant. Having distinguished himself as a brilliant
scholar and made his mark at the University of Nairobi
in East Africa, Professor Obasi has led the affairs of
WMO excellently and made WMO more visible in the
international arena.
l! is therefore proper and fitting to say that
Professor Obasi is not only a Nigerian, not only an
African, but that he belongs to the entire globe.
Nonetheless, Uganda, having been a party to the establishment of the Chair of Meteorology at Nairobi
University with the assistance of WMO, wishes to take
some credit in Professor Obasi's success. Uganda has
full confidence that Professor Obasi will lead WMO to
higher glory and achievements in the field of meteorology and operational hydrology.
We congratulate Professor Obasi, but above all,
we congratulate Congress for having made such a very
wise decision. We wish Professor Obasi every success.
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UNITED KINGDOM
The delegation of the United Kingdom wishes to
congratulate Professor Obasi on his election as
Secretary-General for the next four-year period. During
the last four years he has shown great leadership, especially in the new issues concerning climate change
which face the Organization, and we look forward to
continued success during the next few years.
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
The delegation of Tanzania is unable to express
itself adequately on this happy occasion of the reappointment of Professor Obasi to the post of
Secretary-General.
Professor Obasi has always had a unique style of
working, wherever he happens to be. He fears no one
and favours none - for RA I Members he is in fact
harder to deal with than any other official in WMO.
We~

too, wish to express our congratulations on

his re-appointment and wish him every success.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
The United States delegation would like to join
with others in expressing our best wishes on SecretaryGeneral Obasi's re-appointment As the Secretary-General
learned personally from Assistant Secretary of State
Bolton, the United States Government has been very
pleased with Professor Obasi's leadership during the last
eight years. We look forward to working with him as
successfully during the next four years. The United States
Government has been particularly impressed with
Professor Obasi's attempts to contain costs at the World
Meteorological Organization. The United States
delegation greatly appreciates his positive responses to
new initiatives such as the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change and the Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee, his support for science, and his recognition of
the role of WMO as the United Nations agency that
provides needed scientific input to UN activities. The
United States delegation wishes Professor Obasi another
fruitful term as WMO prepares to deal with new
challenges during the years ahead.
URUGUAY
The delegation of Uruguay is happy to congratulate Professor Obasi on his brilliant re-election for a
new period of his mandate.
We are not going to reiterate the highly favourable
views already expressed here regarding his personality,
his performance and his feelings for the international
meteorological community. We will simply say
that Congress has taken an excellent decision and has left
the management of the Secretariat of WMO in good
hands.
Professor Obasi, the delegation of Uruguay
congratulates you and wishes you personal success.
May this new mandate ratify the successful management of preceding periods.
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VENEZUELA
The delegation ofVenezueia wishes to extend warm
congratulations to Professor Obasi on his re-election as
Secretary-GeneraI for the next financial period and wishes
him every success, for the benefit of world-wide hydrology
and meteorology, at a time of great challenges for WMO in
promoting its programmes to protect humanity against
severe weather phenomena and to advance civilization as a
whole through sustainable development in harmony with
the environment.
ZAMBIA
The delegation of the Republic of Zambia, on
behalf of its Government, would like to congratulate
Professor Obasi on his re-appointment as SecretaryGeneral of WMO.
The Government of the Republic of Zambia has
been keenly following the activities of the Organization
and is pleased at the way Professor Obasi has conducted
the work of WMO. It is aware that not all the activities
envisaged for the tenth financial period have been
achieved. It is confident, however, that Professor Obasi
will, with the co-operation of the Members, endeavour to
accomplish them in the next financial period.
Professor Obasi's brief visit to Zambia in 1988
and his discussion with decision-makers have resulted
in increasing awareness at governmental level of the
benefits of meteorological services. Inquiries from
government officials and their visits to the Service are
now frequent, and they have been informed of the problems of the Service and of the advantages to be gained
from investing in meteorology and hydrology.
We trust that Professor Obasi will find time to
visit our country during the eleventh financial period
and wish him all the best and fair weather.
ZIMBABWE
The delegation of Zimbabwe would like to
congratulate Professor Obasi on his re-appointment as
Secretary-General of WMO. His re-appointment as
Secretary-General for the third time in succession is an
eloquent testimony of the appreciation by Congress of
his services to the Organization.
The Zimbabwe delegation further wishes the
Secretary-General a successful eleventh financial period
despite the fact that this period will be fraught with challenges, such as climate change, natura1 and other disasters
as well as severe budgetary constraints. However, the
Zimbabwe delegation is confident that the SecretaryGeneral, with the co-operation of all Member States, will
not be found wanting in facing these challenges.
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT
PROGRAMME
On behalf of the Executive Director of UNEP,
Dr M. K. Tolba, the representative of UNEP offers his
congratulations to Professor G. O. P. Obasi on his
appointment as Secretary-General of WMO for the
eleventh financial period.
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There is excellent co-operation between WMO and
UNEP on a wide range of environmental issues. This cooperation. which in all cases has led to the resolution of
major environmental problems, is due to the wise
leadership offered to WMO by Professor Obasi and to the
excellent co-operation existing between the slaff of the
two organizations. The renewal of Professor Obasi's
tenure of office as Secretary-General ofWMO will surely

enhatlce the close working relationship between the two
organizations, to the benefit of mankind.
INTERGOVERNMENTAL NEGOTIATING
COMMITTEE FOR A FRAMEWORK
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for
a Framework Convention on Climate Change, established
by the General Assembly of the United Nations, wishes to
add its most hearty congratulations to those expressed by
delegations representing the Members of the World
Meteorological Organization on all continents.
Professor Obasi played a leading role in preparing for the negotiations for a convention on climate
change and the Intergovernmental Negotiating

Committee is confident that under his leadership the
World Meteorological Organization will continue to
support the world's nations in their efforts to achieve an

effective convention.
The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
wishes Professor Obasi every success during his third
term of office.

ASECNA
On behalf of the Director-General of ASECNA,
the Agency as a whole and personally, the representative of ASECNA would like to send warmest
congratulations. to Professor Obasi on his re-election to
the post of Secretary-General of WMO for the
1992-1995 financial period.
We would also like to congratulate all the Members
of the Organization for having retained such a dynamic
and capable Secretary-General as Professor Obasi to
oversee and carry out their decisions affecting meteor010gy in both old and new applications.
The Agency wishes to reaffirm that it is ready to
co-operate with Professor Obasi and give him full
support in his work and wishes him every success.

MINU1ES OF THE SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
14 May 1991 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order aJ 9.45 a.m.

16.

Report of the Credentials Committee (agenda
item 1.5) (Cg-XIJPINK 14) - contd.
The CHAIRMAN OF TIlE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
introduced the third report. The credentials of the delegations of Bangladesh, Burundi and Malawi had been found
in order and a number of additional organizations were
attending as invited observers. He would report in due
course on any further credentials which were submitted
and found in order.

The third report oj the Credentials committee
contained in Document Cg-XIIPINK 14 was approved.
17.

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of
the Organization (agenda item 12.1) (Cg-XIiPINK 10,
PINK 11)

At the invitation of the President, the FIRST VICEPREsIDENT took the chair and cited the relevant Articles of
the Convention and General Regulations which governed
the election of the President of the Organization.
The CHAIRMAN OF TIlE NOMINATION COMMITTEE
presented Document Cg-XI/PINK 10, submitting the
name of Mr Zou Jingmeng of China for the office of
President.
There being no other nominations, Mr Zou

Jingmeng was declared President ojthe Organization jar
the eleventh financial period.
MR Zou JINGMENG recalled that four years ago in
the same hall Congress had unanimously chosen him to be
the President of WMO. Thanks to delegates' suppor~ he
had just been elected for another term. He thanked them
most sincerely for the renewed honour and for the further
manifestation of confidence. It was also an honour for
China and the Chinese people. He was eager to share with
all his friends in the Organization who had supported him
in his candidature the deep happiness and gratification he
felt as he accepted that trust. At the. same time, he was
fully conscious of the fact that it embodied an expectation,
and thus he was deeply aware of the magnitude of his task
and responsibilities in the future.
The work of WMO over the past four years had
been characterized by great progress, thanks to the traditional spirit of friendship and co-operation that inspired
Members in working towards the goals of the
Organization. They had built upon the firm foundation of
past work and had combined efforts to forge ahead.
Through the implementation of scientific and technical

programmes, the field of meteorology had developed
greatly in all Member States, especially in the developing
countries. It gave considerable satisfaction to note the key
role being played by national Meteorological and
Hydrological Services in reducing the effects of natural
disasters. Governments were paying increasing attention
to, and showing deeper understanding of, the importance
of such Services, and were taking active measures to
support their development in their respective countries.
The issue of climate change, an area of growing global
concern, had already become one of the important areas of
work of the Organization. In response to UN resolutions
on protection of the global climate for present and future
generations, WMO had risen to the challenge in an effective manner. The success and impact of the Second World
Climate Conference was an outstanding example of the
Organization's contribution to promoting effective
measures to protect the global climate and environment.
WMO was gaining increasing recognition from nations,
international organizations and the general public and was
becoming one of the primary international agencies to
speak with scientific authority on global atmospheric and

environmental issues.
The decade of the nineties would be a period of
rapid growth in science and technology, as well as in
economic and social development. The Organization
expected severe new challenges as well as excellent
opportunities. Its scientific and technical programmes
must seize those opportunities to offer judicious guidance
and adjust to the challenges.
He wished to lay particular emphasis on the
relationship between national Services and international cooperation; the two were interdependent and complementary,
and provided mutual impetus. National Services were the
foundation for international co-operation and their growth
benefited that co-operation by providing the necessary
support for its development. In the other direction, effective
global meteorological co-operation could promote and
develop national meteorological co-operation efforts.
Strengthening such world-wide co-operation, improving
basic meteorological services in all countries (especially the
developing countries which made up two-thirds of the
membership of WMO), upgrading Hydrometeorological
Services, and bridging the gap between developed and
developing countries would play an essential role in the
social and economic development of all countries of the
world.
As meteorologists, participants could take pride in
the fact that no matter what turbulent international issues
might arise, the climate among those in the global meteo-
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rological community remained one of co-operation and
friendship. They knew full well that current standards in
meteorology owed much to that traditional spirit. In recalling past achievements and rising to new challenges, they
must carry on and develop the spirit of friendly intemational co-operation so that they could shoulder the arduous
yet glorious tasks history confided in them.
"Leadership is service" he had quoted four years
before and he promised that that would continue to be his
motto in the four years to come. He took the opportunity to
thank all the colleagues and friends who had assisted and
supported him over the past four years, in particular the three
Vice-Presidents, dIe S=tary-General and all members of
the Secretariat under his leadership. Their rich experience
had broadened his own knowledge, extended his vision and
belped him immeasurably to fulfil his duties as President. He
assured them that he would continue to do his utmost to
work harmoniously with all his colleagues to promote and
achieve the goals of the Organization and implement the
resolutions of Eleventh Congress, thus strengthening
international co-operation in meteorology and operational
hydrology, and hence national Services.
Delegates all knew that mankind advanced by overcoming all kinds of difficulties and problems. Inevitably,
the development of global meteorology would encounter
its own obstacles but he was convinced that, thanks to the
common interests of all Members and their positive
support, those obstacles would be overcome and the activities of WMO would continue, thereby contributing to the
economic growth and social stability of all States as well
as to the development of national meteorology. As was
often said in China, "The road may twist and tum but the
future is bright."
Finally, he wished once again to express thanks for
the support and confidence bestowed on him.
The FIRST V,CE-PRESIDENT said that he, and the
entire Congress, were proud and happy at Mr Zou's reelection. The presidents of the regional associations, the
Secretary-General and all members of the Secretariat
wished him every success.
He suggested that, as had been done for the election of
the Secretary-General, congratulatory statements made
during the meeting should be limited to those by regional
association presidents or their representatives, but that others
who so wished might hand in statements to be annexed to
the Minutes.

It was so agreed. •
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION I
congratulated not only the President on his re-election but
also Congress itself. One of the President's recent documents had highlighted the fundamental importance of the
role of the Director in national Meteorological Services;
the same applied at the international level. He was
convinced that the success of an institution lay with the
quality of those who directed it. Mr Zou was an eloquent
example because the Organization functioned smoothly
and efficiently and that was a further reason for his

*
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colleagues in RA I to thank the President and wish him an
ever more brilliant future at the head of the Organization.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION II, on
his own behalf and on that of his colleagues of RA II,
warruly congratulated the President on his re-election. He
noted that all were familiar with the part played by
Mr Zou over the past four years on the way to achieving
the purposes of the Organization. He said that he had bad
the honour of working alongside Mr Zou, who had always
been a source of encouragement and had always supported
his Member countries, particularly the developing countries. Regional Association II was delighted at the
outcome of the election as Congress had chosen the man
most needed to guide the Organization. Its Members were
sure that Mr Zou would be equal to the task and that his
continued close collaboration with the Secretary-General
would yield fruitful results at both the national and the
international level. Mr Zou would certainly receive the
Association's support. With such a team at the hehn the
Organization should be able to take up the challenges
awaiting it in the future.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION ill said
it was a pleasure to congratulate Mr Zou Jingmeng on
behalf of South American Members. They had had the
opportunity of knowing and working with him for a
number of years and had learnt to appreciate his personal
ability and the wisdom and knowledge he placed at the
service of the Organization. The Members of RA ill were
thus highly satisfied with his re-election and wished
Mr Zou every success in leading the Organization through
the difficult times which lay ahead.
The PRESIllENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION IV
offered the sincerest congratulations to Mr Zou on his
unopposed re-election. WMO had recently had a number
of financial difficulties, and Mr Zou had given his attention to these as well as to the demanding responsibilities
of running his own large Service. The Members of Region
IV appreciated his sacrifice and included his family in
their congratulations, wishing Mr Zon an equally successful, if less arduous, second term of office. They repeated
their appreciation of his genuine and balanced interest in
the progress and activities of all Members and wished
Mr Zou good health and a personal sense of satisfaction in
the years ahead.
The DELEGATE OF INDONESIA, REPRESENTING
REGIONAL ASSOCIATION V, extended the Region's heartiest congratulations to Mr Zon, whose dedication, energy
and affectiveness were well known, and whose efforts in
helping Members, especially developing countries, to
promote meteorology and hydrology had been highly
commended by the Region. His re-election was an expression of confidence and all participants wished him every
success in his new term of office.
The PRESIllENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION VI had
pleasure on behalf of all the countries of Region VI to
congratulate Mr Zou on his re-election. He said that the
President's unanimous fe-eleCtion was an expression of
appreciation of the way Mr Zou led the Organization and
represented its Members at a time when WMO was the
object of unprecedented attention on the part of the media,
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politicians and the general public. The Members of RA VI
were confident that Mr Zou would meet the new tasks and
challenges with the same wisdom, calm and dignity as he
had during his rlfSt term in office. They looked forward to
fruitful co-operation with him over the next period in
order to develop services to world meteorology.
The DELEGATE OF TUNISIA, REPRESENTING THE
ARAB GROUP and speaking as chairman of the Standing
Committee of the League of Arab States, took pleasure in
congratulating Mr Zou on his election to the office of
President for the following financial period. He also
wished to state the Arab Group's confidence in his qualities and ability to make the work of the Organization a

success.
The SECRETARy-GENERAL extended warm congratulations to Mr Zou on his own behalf and on that of the
staff of the Secretariat. He said that Mr Zou's unanimous
re-election was testimony of the Members' appreciation of
his leadership over the course of the teuth financial period.
As Secretary-General he had had the pleasure of
working closely with Mr Zou and had developed a certain
rapport with him. Mr Zou had been a source of wise counsel and had constantly searched for ways the Organizatiou
could better serve its Members - in particular in bridging
the gap between the developed and the developing countries' Meteorological and Hydrological Services. Mr Zou's
strong support of the ideals that the Organization represented and ways in which they could be translated into
concrete action had helped significantly to bring WMO
into centre stage in the areas of its competence. With Mr
Zou as President, WMO had a leader who would unceasingly labour for the promotion of the interests of the
Organization and its Members. The Secretary-General
looked forward to further collaboration with him in seeking to achieve WMO's goals and objectives.
HE. FAN GUOXIANG (Ambassador of China) said it
was a great pleasure and honour for him to attend the
Eleventh Congress of WMO.
First, on behalf of the Chinese Government, he
wished to extend warm congratulations to Professor Obasi
on his re-appoinbllent as Secretary.(Jeneral, which indicated
Congress's great confidence in him and in the Secretariat
under his leadership, as well as its high appraisal of the worle
done over the previous few years.
It had just been decided unamimously that Mr Zou
Jingmeng, principal delegate of the Chinese Delegation,
Permanent Representative of China with WMO and current
WMO President, would continue to serve as President. The
Ambassador extended to him warm congratulations on
behalf of the Chinese Government. His election was not
only an honour for Mr Zou himself, but also a manifestation
of the trust and friendly feelings of Congress towards China
and the Chinese people.
The Ambassador also took the opportunity to
express the gratitude of the Chinese Government to all the
countries which had supported Mr Zou in his re-election.
The Chinese Government would continue to support
Mr Zou actively as President in his effOlts to strengthen
international co-operation in meteorology and hydrology,
while hoping that he would make further contributions
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with the assistance of various Members of the
Organization.
Due to the important socio-economic effects of
meteorological work and the significant impact of
weather, climate and disastrons weather in particular on
national economies, all walks of life and the safety of life
and property, the Chinese Government had always
attached importance to meteorological work, which was
regarded as an important component of its socioeconomic programme. It had made great efforts to adapt
the development of meteorological work to the needs of
the national economy. The Chinese National People's
Congress held in April had included the development of
meteorological work in the outline of the Ten-year
Programme and of the Eighth Five-year Plan for National
Economic and Social Development. Chinese leaders had
paid special attention to the co-operation of Chinese
meteorological and hydrological departments with
Members of WMO and other international organizations.
On 29 January 1991, Chinese Premier Li Peng had
indicated, when meeting members of the twenty-fourth
session of the Bureau of WMO, that China appreciated
the work of WMO and was grateful to the international
meteorological circle for its extensive and fruitful cooperation with China. It was their hope to strengthen
international meteorological co-operation and they
wished to thank everyone for supporting Mr Zou, who he
hoped would continue to benefit from that kindness.
As everyone well knew, China was a developing
country. It was nevertheless willing to make its contribution to the best of its ability, together with other countries,
towards enviromnental protection and for the International
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, in a joint effort to
promote social progress and economic development.
The Chinese Goverurnent would, as always, actively
support and participate in the work of WMO and it was its
sincere hope that WMO would continue to further
achievements. In conclusion, he wished Congress
complete success in the delibrations.
At the President's invitation, the CHAIRMAN OF THE
NOMINATION COMMITTEE then presented Document
Cg-XIIPINK 11, containing the names proposed respectively for the offices of First, Second and Third
Vice-Presidents, namely Mr J. W. Zilhnan (Australia),
Mr S. Alaimo (Argentina) and Mr A. Lebeau (France).
There being no other nominations, Mr Zillman was
elected first Vice-President for the eleventh financial
period.
MR ZILLMAN expressed his appreciation to
Congress. He was honoured to serve as First VicePresident for another four years and would do all within
his power to advance the interests of WMO, of international meteorology and hydrology and of national
Meteorological and Hydrological Services throughout the
world.
The challenges were numerous and much would
have to be done, but he knew there was a sound foundation on which to huild, set by a tradition of co-operation in
intemational meteorology over the past century. He
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believed fully in the importance of WMO and !he ideals of
co-operation and friendship that had underpinned the
Organization since its inception. He saw WMO as a
family and was honoured to be again accepted as a part of
it. He was bappy to serve with the President and hoped he
would be able to support him and the Organization well
and effectively over the coming four years.

There being no other nominations, Mr Alaim.o was
elected Second Vice-President.
MR ALAIMO stated that it was an honour and a privilege to be re-elected, particularly as the enormous tasks
facing WMO presented a real challenge. The targets to be
reached during the period of the 'Third Long-term Plan, the
strengthening and developing of national Meteorological
Services and the implementation and execution of the
various priority progranunes, especially for the developing
countries, would be among the most important undertakings to be adressed by the Organization. The enormous
challenge taken up by WMO in studying and following
global climate change through the IPCC had led to the
creation of a world climate observation system which
would become an area of focus and of great concern. In
conclusion he thanked Congress for the vote of confidence
!hat his re-election represented.
There being no other nominations, Mr Lebeau was

elected Third Vice-President.
MR LEBEAU thanked Congress and his colleagues
for the honour bestowed upon him and their contldence,
all the more so in that he had not been working with meteorologists for very long. It would be a pleasure to work
under the President's direction together with the other
Vice-Presidents. He would do his utmost to assist the
Secretary-General and the Secretariat in their tasks, which
the Secretary-General directed so well and with such
discernment and devotion. In short, he hoped to prove a
worthy successor to the outgoing Third Vice-President,
who would be much regretted. He would pay particular
attention to relations between industrialized and developing countries and the promotion of Meteorological and
Hydrological Services in the third world, which was one
of the essential objectives of WMO.
The PRESIDENT expressed his warmest congratulations to the three newly elected Vice-Presidents. He said
that he had worked closely with Mr Zilhnan and Mr Alaimo
over !he past four years. Their rich experience and spirit of
co-operation had given him great support aod inspiration. He
was sure that dlUing the next term they would continue to
build upon !hat spirit and would be able to further the work
of the Organization. He welcomed Mr Lebeau as a new
Bureau colleague whose abilities and talents had
nevertheless been acknowledged.
The President paid special tribute to Mr Houghton
on the conclusion·of his term of Third Vice-President. His
wide knowledge of meteorological science and his positive spirit in regard to international co-opemtion had made
a great impression and he hoped that during Congress and
thereafter Mr Houghton would continue to make his
contribution to the work of the Organization.

The DELEGATE OF THE PHILIPPINES congratulated
the three Vice-Presidents and expressed confidence in the
newly elected team. As be was already familiar with their
work he felt sure that they would impel the progress of the
Organization. He had high expectations of the new team
and he believed he would not be disappointed.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION I, on
behalf of the African Region, thanked Mr Houghton for a
job very well done and for the many services he had
rendered to Africa. There were now three eminent personalities as Vice-President with new forces to meet the many
challenges including climate change, natoral disasters and
the need to valorize national Meteorological and
Hydrological Services. He knew and appreciated them all;
they were men of dialogue ready to promote international
co-operation and friendship among Members. Regional
Association I attached considerable importance to that
quality and therefore warmly congratulated all three on
their election, wishing them every success in their new
duties.
The DELEGATE OF INDIA, REPRESENTING REGIONAL
ASSOCIATION II and voicing !he feelings of all Members
of the Asian Region, congratulated the three newly elected
Vice-Presidents, all personalities of eminence and appreciated for their contribution to the progress of WMO.
Congress had maintained its tradition of election by
unanimity and the Members of Regional Association II
joined in congratulating the entire Bureau. They also
wished to thank Dr Houghton for the high standards he
had kept up during his term as Third Vice-President.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION III
endorsed the congratulations already conveyed to the three
Vice-Presidents. He acknowledged the difficulties they
would face but was sure they would discharge them with
honour. Regional Association III Members were fully
oonfident of the experience and excellent qualities of
Messrs Zillman, Alaimo and Lebeau and wished them
every success. He availed himself of the opportunity to
thank colleagues from other Regions for the election of
Mr Alaimo. He also expressed his gratitude and apprecia"
tion to Mr Houghton for the work he had done for the
Organization.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
representing Regional Association IV, said that during his
four years as Permanent Representative, he had had the
privilege and pleasure of working with Messrs Zilhnan,
Alaimo and Houghton. Mr Houghton had set a very high
standard but he was sure !hat Mr Lebeau would be able to
maintain it. It was a great satisfaction, therefore, on behalf of
his Region, to welcome all three Vice-Presidents. He
considered them all close friends. Such friendship was an
impOrtant element of WMO's overall operation and the
election was a guarantee of its continuity.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION V had
great pleasure in offering sincere congratulations to
the three Vice-Presidents. He said that their dedication and
selflessness in the promotion of meteorology and hydrology were recognized by all. Congress was fortunate that
they were able to shoulder the heavy responsiblities
expected of them and tlmt the Organization could continue
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to benefit from their experience, dedication and expertise.
Regional Association V looked forward to working with
them over the next four years.
He also took the opportunity to thank Mr Houghton
for his excellent contribution to the work of the
Organization not only as third Vice-President but also as
chairman of the First Working Group of the IPCC. He was
pleased that Mr Houghton would be able to offer his
services to the Executive Council and wished him all the
best.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION VI,
conveying congratulations to all three Vice-Presidents,
was sure that as a team !hey would promote co-operation
in meteorology and the work of WMO in general. He
thanked all delegations for electing Mr Lebeau from
Regional Association VI. Sincere thanks were, of course,
also due to Mr Houghton for his work for WMO. As
chairman of Working Group I of the IPCC he had
produced an excellent report, and his contribution to the
meteorological commuuity was highly appreciated
throughout the world.
The DELEGATE OF TUNISIA, on his own behalf and
on that of the Arab Group, which was composed of 21
States, expressed the warmest congratulations to Messrs
Zillman, Alaimo and Lebeau on their election as VicePresidents ofWMO. He also thanked Mr Houghton for his
services to the Organization, especially in the field of
climate change.
The SECRETARy-GENERAL expressed his congratulations to Messrs Zillman, Alaimo and Lebeau on their
election to the office of First, Second and Third VicePresident, respectively.
He was sure that the three incumbents to whom
Congress had confidently entrusted those important posts
would serve the cause of the Organization in a most fitting
manner. Their commitment to WMO in their various
capacities had already been witnessed on a number of
occasions. Messrs Zillman and Alaimo would carry
forward their previous precious experience in the post of
First and Second Vice-Presidents and Mr Lebeau would

bring in to his post of Third Vice-President an added
dimension on the basis of his own wealth of experience.
He looked forward to working closely with them.
In conclusion the Secretary-General expressed
special thanks io Mr Houghton, who would leave the post
of Third Vice-President at the end of that session of
Congress. He said that Mr Houghton, in so many ways,
had served WMO in an exemplary manner and he hoped
that the Organization could continue to count on his
unstinting SUPPOlt for many years to come.
MR HOUGHTON expressed his satisfaction at the
election of the three Vice-Presidents. It had been a pleasure to work with Messrs Zillman and Alaimo and he
knew that their experience and wisdom would continue to
serve the Organization. He was pleased to have known Mr
Lebeau for some years, first as a Director of the European
Space Agency and more recently in European meteorological activities, and he knew that he too would serve the
Organization well. He also congratulated the President on
his re-election. Mr Zou Jingmeng had shown great skill in
steering WMO and it was reassuring to have a man of
such stature as President in times of financial difficulty
and of increasing responsibility.
Finally, he thanked everyone for their expressions of
appreciation.
The PRESIDENT said that the newly elected VicePresidents, the Secretary-General and he himself, who
together would form the Bureau, were fully aware of the
arduous tasks ahead and the heavy responsibilities to be
shouldered. He believed !hat they would work together
as close colleagues to try and implement the resolutions
and decisions taken by Congress for the coming four
years. The ability of one individual was limited but
collectively he was confident that progress could be
made.
He proposed that !he elections be marked by a round
of applause, and expressed the hope that Mr Houghton
would continue to contribute to the work of WMO.

The meeting rose at 11.30 a.m.
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ANNEX
CONGRATULATORY STATEMENTS SUBMITTED ON THE OCCASION OF THE
ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT AND VICE· PRESIDENTS TO OFFICE
FOR THE ELEVENTH FINANCIAL PERIOD
BAHAMAS
The delegation of the Bahamas congratulates
Mr Zou Jingmeng on his re-election to the presidency
of WMO for another four-year period. We wish him
continued success in all his undertakings.
BAHRAIN
The delegation of Bahrain would like to express
its great pleasure and congratulate Mr Zou Jingmeng on
his unanimous re-election as President of WMO for
another four-year mandate.
The delegation also wishes to express heartfelt
approval and appreciation of Mr Zou Jingmeng's role in
the administration of WMO and of the highly efficient
and skilful manner in which he fulfils his duties.
Through the implementation of the scientific
and technical programmes during the last four years,
and as a result of Mr Zou Jingmeng's wisdom,
dedication and enthusiasm, Meteorological Services
have expanded in all parts of the world, particularly in
developing countries.
Once again, we congratulate Mr Zou Jingmeng
and wish him continued success.
BANGLADESH
On behalf of the Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh, the delegation of Bangladesh
takes the opportunity to congratulate Mr Zou Jingmeng
on his re-election as President of the World
Meteorological Organization for the next four-year term.
We strongly feel that Mr Zou, with his intellectual
capability, technical competence and able leadership,
will be able to give policy direction towards the future
activities of WMO by promoting international
meteorology and hydrology in all spheres of the new
challenges the world is faced with at present.
It is, indeed, our sincere hope that Mr Zou
Jingmeng, with this renewed trust reposed in him, will
continuously endeavour to narrow the gap existing in
the field of meteorology and hydrology between the
developed and developing coun tries. We also believe
that the newly elected President will uphold the charter
of WMO and do his utmost to enbance the forecasting
and warning systems of the most disastrous weather
phenomena for those developing countries that are so
very often devastated by such phenomena.
May we take this opportunity to wish Mr Zou
Jingmeng and his family very good health for many
years to come.

BELIZE
The delegation of Belize would like to congratulate Mr Zou J ingmeng on his re-election as
President of the World Meteorological Organization.
His unopposed election indicates the great trust the
world meteorological community has in his stewardship
of this august body.
BRAZIL
The Brazilian delegation wishes to warmly
congratulate Mr Zou Jingmeng on his re-election to
office as President of WMO.
At the same time we want to express our recognition of the excellent work carried out by Mr Zou during
the previous period and to wish him all success during
the next challenging period.
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
The Brunei delegation would like to congratulate
Mr Zou Jingmeng on his election as President of the
World Meteorological Organization for the next financial period.
We are sure his knowledgeable leadership
will help the Organization override the difficulties that
lie ahead. We wish him every success in his future
endeavours.
BURKINA FASO
The delegation of Burkina Faso is happy to join the
other delegations, at this solemn moment, in congratulating
Mr Zou Jingmeng very warmly on the occasion of his reelection to the office of President of WMO.
Under his brilliant guidance our Organization has
made great achievements, both in the realization of its
own programmes and within the framework of the new
tasks arising from the problems relating to climate
change with which it has been entrusted by the interuational community.
We have no doubt that Mr Zou's brilliant personal
qualities, combined with his working capacity and
that of the excellent team surrounding him, guarantee
us still greater successes during the next financial
period.
The delegation wishes to take this opportunity to
express the admiration Burkina Faso has for the enormous task accomplished in the development of the
Meteorological Services in Mr Zou's country, the
People's Republic of China. We hope that Burkina Faso
will benefit from China's experience in meteorology
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within the framework of the bilateral exchanges so
happily initiated by China.
Once again, our sincere congratulations. Burkina
Faso supports Mr Zou totally in his arduous task.
CANADA
The Canadian delegation wishes to extend its
congratulations to Mr Zou Jingmeng on his re-election
as President of WMO. Canada looks forward to working closely with Mr Zou and the other officers of WMO
during the next four years to address the challenges
facing the Organization.
COTE D'IVOIRE
The delegation of the Republic of Cote d'I voire
wishes to congratulate Mr Zou Jingmeng on his brilliant
re-election to the office of President of the Organization.
This nomination bears witness to the wisdom of
Congress. Cote d'Ivoire has confidence in the exceptional
capability of the President to lead us towards greater and
greater snccesses, and to take up the new challenges
facing our Organization. We wish him every success.
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
The delegation of Czechoslovakia, with great
pleasure and the hope for further successful cooperation in the spirit of understanding, welcomes
Mr Zou Jingmeng's unanimous election to the office of
President of WMO for the next financial period.
In spite of the geographical distance, and in spite
of great differences in the size and character of our
countries, our mutual relations traditionally have
always been very good.
We would like to congratulate Mr Zou on the
occasion of his election on behalf of the whole delegation and in the name of the Czechoslovak authorities,
and we would like to express our support of him in his
function as WMO President in the coming years.
DJIBOUTI
On the occasion of his re-election to the
Presidency of WMO, the Djibouti delegation warmly
congratulates Mr Zou, both on its own behalf and on
behalf of the Government of the Republic of Djibouti.

EGYPT
The delegation of Egypt would like to express its
pleasure on the occasion of the re-election of Mr Zou
Jingmeng as President of WMO. May the Organization
flourish and make great progress under his rational
leadership.
ECUADOR
The delegation of Ecuador wishes to congratulate
Mr Zou Jingmeng on his re-election as President of
WMO for the period 1992-1995.
Congratulations are in order, given the major
scientific contribution Mr Zou Jingmeng has made to
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meteorology and hydrology. It is hoped that he will
continue to take measures to help the Member countries
of RA III, and in particular Ecuador.
THE GAMBIA
The Gambian delegation wishes to congratulate
Mr Zou Jingmeng warmly on his re-election to the
office of President of WMO and we wish him continued success in this office during the eleventh financial
period.
GHANA
It is with the greatest pleasure that the Ghana
delegation joins other colleagues in congratulating
Mr Zou Jingmeng on his re-election by acclamation as
President of the WMO for the eleventh financial period.
Mr Zou Jingmeng during his tenure of office in
the tenth financial period displayed special qualities
worthy of emulation. His devotion to duty and tenacity
of purpose are highly admired by all delegates.
We look forward with great interest to the coming
decade with its challenges and we have every confidence that with the co-operation of all Members
Mr Zou Jingmeng will live up to our expectations.
HONG KONG
The Hong Kong delegation would like to join the
other delegations attending the Eleventh World
Meteorological Congress in warmly congratulating
Mr Zou Jingmeng, Permanent Representative of China
with the World Meteorological Organization, on his reelection as President of WMO for another term during
the eleventh financial period.
INDIA
Hearty congratulations and best wishes of the
Indian delegation to the newlyelected President and the
three Vice-Presidents.
JAMAICA
The Jamaican delegation wishes to extend its
warmest congratulations to Mr Zou Jingmeng on his reelection to the Presidency of the World Meteorological
Organization.
The Eleventh Congress of WMO has made a
wise decision which it will not regret and the meteorological community in the future will look back with
pride and a sense of achievement at this wise decision.
The delegation wishes Mr Zou every success in
his next term of office. We are confident that he will
discharge his responsibilities to the Organization with
the commitment and dedication which he brought to
bear on the office during his previous tenure.
We pledge our continued support.
KENYA
The delegation of Kenya wishes to congratulate
Mr Zou Jingmeng on his election as President for
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another four-year term. We wish to commend him for
the able manner in which he has steered the
Organization for the last four years. It has been a period
of success in all fields of international meteorology. The
Organization has maintained its efficacy in the UN
system and this should be continued.
With an equally efficient Secretary-General they
win, we hope, work as a team as they have in the past.

MOROCCO
The delegation of the Kingdom of Morocco to the
Eleventh Congress would like to join all delegations in
congratuiating Mr Zau Jingmeng on his re-appointment

Our best wishes for continued success and still
more satisfaction.in the coming four years. Good
health, good luck and God bless!

tAany of us have visited the State tY1eteorological

as President of VnAO. The unanimous confidence t1ms

Service of China, which has acted as an eye-opener for
most of us of the developing world as to how a strong
and efficient Service is run. We look forward to more
study tours to China in the coming years and assure the
President of Kenya's continuing co-operation.

expressed is evidence of Mr Zau Jingmeng'soutstanding personal qualities.
The Moroccan delegation will support him whenever required in serving the high interests of our
distinguished Organization.

LIBYAN ARAB JAMAIDRIYA
The delegation of the Socialist People's Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya extends its warmest congratulations to
Mr Zou Jingmeng on the occasion of his re-election as
President of WMO. We are certain that Mr Zou
Jingmeng is worthy of this confidence and capable of
leading the Organization in the achievement of its
objectives. We wish him every success.

MYANMAR
The Myanmar delegation has the pleasure and
honour to express heart-felt congratulations to Mr Zau
Jingmeng on his re-election as President of the World
Meteorological Organization for the next financial term.
Mr Zou Jingmeng's re-election is a particular pleasure
for the Myanmar delegation as it is in accordance with
the wishes of the Myanmar Government.
The delegation expresses its appreciation of the
achievements and commendable services Mr Zou
Jingmeng has rendered to the development, success
and continued progress of WMO. We have full
confidence in Mr Zau Jingmeng's wisdom, ability, and
leadership to enhance the development of WMO
through the international collaboration of Member
countries.
The delegation takes this opportunity to extend its
grateful thanks and appreciation to Mr Zou Jingmeng,
SMA and the Government of China for providing
Myanmar with pibal balloons and facimile equipment
through a WMO-VCP arrangement and also for all
the courtesies extended to the Permanent Representative
of Myanmar with WMO during the last study tour in
March 1991.
In conclusion, we wish Mr Zou Jingmeng every
success in carrying out his responsibilities and duties as
the President of WMO in the years to come.

MALAYSIA
The Malaysian delegation wishes to extend its
heartiest congratulations to Mr Zou Jingmeng on his
unanimous re-election as the President of WMO.
We, in Malaysia, hold Mr Zou in high esteem for
his past endeavours in trying to upgrade the service
being provided by Meteorological Services for the good
of humanity. Through the combined efforts of
Mr Zou and the Secretary-General many developing
countries have greatly progressed and are in a
better position to provide effective meteorological

services.
We had the good fortune to participate recently in
a conducted study tour of meteorological facilities in
China and frankly admit that SMA, under the able leadership of Mr Zou, has made tremendous progress in
providing effective and efficient meteorological service
within the socio-economic environment of China. This
was clear from the numerous words of praise and
appreciation expressed by the government officials and
users of meteorological products whom we met.
The Malaysian delegation is grateful that Mr Zou
is willing to share his vast experience and expertise and
to guide us into the 21st century by serving as WMO
President.
MAURITIUS
The Mauritius delegation wishes to join the previous delegations who have congratulated Mr Zau on his
re-election as President of our Organization.
We think that WMO has been given a new impetus under Mr Zou's leadership during the tenth financial
period and wish to thank him for devoting so much of
his time and energy to the cause of world meteorology.

NIGERIA
The Nigerian delegation wishes to congratulate
Mr Zau Jingmeng on his re-election as the President of
the Organization for the eleventh financial period.
Mr Zau has been a very good leader and has enjoyed
the confidence of all Members of this Organization.
Due to his fair and just ways in dealing with all countries we have no doubt that the future can only be
bright.
OMAN
On b'ehalf of the delegation of the Suitamite of
Oman, we would like to join in congratulating and
blessing Mr Zou Jingmeng on his re-election as
President of WMO. We are certain that under his
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leadership and in co-operation with the SecretaryGeneral, Mr Obasi, the Organization will develop
further and sunnount all difficulties encountered.
POLAND
The delegation of Poland, wilb satisfaction, warmly
congratulates Mr Zou Jingmeng on his election for a
second term as President ofWMO. We wish to express our
deep hope to continue to c<roperate wilb him in Ibe years to
come. Mr Zou may expect our permanent support on Ibe
WMO forum and especially in Ibe strengthening of Ibe
Organization and multilateral co-operation among the
Meteorological and Hydrological Services of Ibe world.
REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
The delegation of the Republic of Yemen warmly
congratulates Mr Zou Jingmeng on his re-election for
the eleventh financial period.
We are confident that he is the appropriate man
for this high office and will lead the Organization to
greater achievements in implementing the plans and
resolutions agreed upon at this and previous
Congresses. We wish him all success during his tenure
and the best of health and luck.
ROMANIA
The delegation of Romania expresses its most
warm and sincere congratulations on Ibe unanimous reelection of Mr Zon Jingmeng as President of WMO.
We wish him good health and every success in
his future activities as well as in his private life.
SAUDI ARABIA
The delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
has pleasure in extending its congratulations to Mr Zou
Jingmeng on his re-election as President of WMO for a
second mandate. We wish him continued success and
good luck in achieving WMO objectives in the manner
to which we have been accustomed during his preceding mandate.
SENEGAL
The delegation of Senegal extends its warmest
congratulations to Mr Zou Jingmeng on his outstanding
re-election as President of the Organization.
This election is not only an honour for us but is
also a tribute to him and his country, China, with which
Senegal co-operates closely. His election equally bears
witness to his capabilities and the high esteem in which
he is held by the Organization. Furthermore, it is a
source of pride for the Third World as a whole. Our
delegation assures Mr Zou of the constant support of
the Government of Senegal in the carrying out of his
great responsibilities.
SUDAN
On behalf of the Government of Sudan and the
delegation of Sudan, we would like to express our great
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pleasure and satisfaction on the occasion of the unanimous re-election of Mr Zou J ingmeng as President of
WMO. The confidence thus shown in him is evidence
of his prestige and a tribute to his efforts in the field of
meteorology on a global scale. It also reflects the good
relations between his Government and all other
Governments.
We wish Mr Zou good health, strength and every
success in the performance of his duties.
THAILAND
On behalf of the Government of Thailand, the
Thailand delegation wishes to express profound gratitude and sincere congratulations to Mr Zou Jingmeng
on his re-election as President of WMO for the next
financial period. We also wish to assure him of our
continuing support, as in the pas~ in the promotion of
all meteorological and hydrological activities of WMO
in the four years to come.
TOGO
The delegation of Togo requests Mr Zou
Jingmeng to accept our warmest congratulations on his
outstanding re-election at the head of WMO.
We feel that we must mention the great assistance
that his country, through him, has given to the people of
Togo to help them promote their Meteorological
Service.
We wish Mr Zou and his family good health and
success during his new mandate.
UGANDA
The delegation of Uganda would like to convey
sincere congratulations to Mr Zou on his election as
President of WMO.
Uganda has witnessed with appreciation the
excellent manner in which Mr Zou has managed and
led the Organization during his last term of office. His
dedication in fostering international co-operation in
meteorology, and particularly his keen interest in
developing and uplifting the participation of
developing countries in meteorology, cannot be overemphasized. His deep understanding of the crucial
problems of climate change and the challenges facing
the Members in the application of meteorology to
meet the current and future challenges are well
known.
Uganda, in collaboration with all Members of
the Organization, would like to place on record its
sincere good wishes for Mr Zou's continued cooperation and promises maximum support to the
President during his next four-year term at the head of
the Organization.
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
The delegation of the United Republic of
Tanzania joins other delegates in conveying its sincere
and warmest congratulations to Mr Zou Jingmeng for
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his unanimous re-election as the President of the World
Meteorological Organization.
Mr Zou Jingmeng has heen deeply devoted to the
affairs of WMO and has played a vital role in bridging
the gap between the developed and the developing
countries during the last four years.
We are convinced that he will continue playing
this vital role and serve tirelessly for the good of the

Organization and ma.-rrr.i.'ld.
We look forward to another term of sacrifice and
dedication and assure him of our full support and
collaboration.
UNITED KINGDOM
The delegation of the United Kingdom congratulates Mr Zou Jingmeng on his election as President.
During the past four years he has done a great deal for
WMO and for its Members. whether they are from
developing or developed countries. We look forward to
the next period of Mr Zou's Presidency and wish him
continued success.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
The delegation of the United States would like to
congratulate Mr Zou Jingmeng on his re-election as
President of the World Meteorological Organization.
Mr Zou has provided firm leadership to WMO during
his first term, and we look forward to continuing
our co-operation with him. as WMO moves into
ever-expanding areas of scientific and technical
advancement. We are confident that with Mr Zou's
leadership WMO will continue to be an important organization in the international environmental fora, and
that WMO will he a focal point of climate activities. We
wish Mr Zou another productive term, as we all work
together to contribute to national and international
developments in meteorology and hydrology.
INTERGOVERNMENTAL NEGOTIATING
COMMITTEE FOR A FRAMEWORK
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
for a Framework Convention on Climate Change
warmly congratulates Mr Zou Jingmeng on his unanimous re-election as President of the World
Meteorological Organization.
Under Mr Zou's presidency during the present
financial period, WMO has played a leading role in
preparing for the negotiations for a convention on
climate change. The Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee is confident that, under Mr Zou's guidance
during the coming four years, the World Meteorological
Organization will continue to provide the support and
scientific leadership the world's nations need in their
efforts to achieve an effective convention.
The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
thanks Mr Zou for his outstanding service to

WMO during the past four years and wishes him
every success during his forthcoming second term of
office.
ASECNA
On hehalf of the Director-General of ASECNA,
the Agency as a whole and personally, the representative of ASECNA would like to send their warmest
congratulations to Mr Zou jingmeng on his re-election
as President of WMO.
Mr Zou Jingmeng has been skilful, determined
and efficient at the head of WMO during the tenth
financial period.
We congratulate Eleventh Congress of WMO on
its wise decision. We are sure that Mr Zou Jingmeng
will raise even higher the prestige of WMO in the eyes
of the international communities and we wish him good
health and every success.
SEYCHELLES
On behalf of the Government and people of the
Republic of Seychelles, the delegation of Seychelles
wishes to extend its heartfelt congratulations and best
wishes of success to Mr Zou Jingmeng and the three
Vice-Presidents.
Four years ago Congress elected Mr Zou,
Mr Zillman and Mr Alaimo as the President and VicePresidents of WMO. 1bis was indeed a wise choice and
has led eleventh Congress 1u renew its cunfidence in the

way they have handled the affairs of the Organization.
The delegation is sure that, with them and the SecretaryGeneral, WMO will he able to progress further.
Through the close co-operation hetween the French
Meteorological Service and the Seychelles, we have been
able to assess Mr Lebeau's ability as head of the French
Service, ability which will certainly be reflected in his
new post as Third Vice-President of WMO.
Eleventh Congress has demonstrated its wisdom
in the election of all the candidates. In the name of
Seychelles Airport Meteorological Office, now on the
eve of becoming a national Meteorological Service, we
wish to express our thanks to Mr Houghton. The delegation is sure that the close co-operation between the
two Services will he further enhanced and also we are
anticipating more co-operation between the Seychelles
Meteorological Service and those of China, France,
Australia, and Argentina.
Congratulations and best wishes to all. There will
certainly be greater personal contact between us over
the next four years.
BAHAMAS
The delegation from the Bahamas, on behalf of
the Government, would like to express its sincere gratitnde to Messrs J. W. Zillman, S. Alaimo and A. Leheau
on their election to the office of First, Second and Third
Vice- President, respectively. We wish them all the best
in view of the task ahead.
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BELIZE
The delegation of Belize, on behalf of the
Government and People of Belize, would like to
congratulate Mr J. W. Zilhnan on his election as First
Vice-Presiden~ Mr S. Alaimo as Second Vice-President
and Mr A. Lebeau as Third Vice-President of the World
Meleorological Organization. We are certain that they
will provide powerful leadership to the Organization
during the following four years. They can be assured of
our unwavering support
BRAZIL
The Brazilian delegation wishes 'to congratulate
Messrs J. Zilhnan, S. Alaimo and A. Lebeau on their
election as First, Second and Third Vice-Presidents of
WMO respectively. Additionally, we wish them success
in their future work.
The delegation also wants to express its recognition of the excellent work carried out by
Mr J. Houghton over the previous period.
BRUNEIDARUSSALA]d
The delegatiou of Brunei Darussalam would like
to congratulate the three Vice-Presidents on being
elected to the posts of Firs~ Second and Third VicePresident of the World Meteorological Organization for
the next fmancial period. We are sure their wisdom and
knowledge will help the Organization to forge abead in
the implementation of it~ various programmes and
activities. We would also like to wish them every
success in their future endeavours.
CIllNA
The Chinese delegation warmly cougratulates
Mr J. Zillman, Mr S. Alaimo, and Mr A. Lebeau on
their election as First, Second and Third VicePresidents of WMO, respectively. The Chinese
delegation is fully confident that with their rich experience aud wide kuowledge they will contribute
significantly to the work of our Organization. The
Chinese delegation wishes them every success in their
endeavour.
COTE D'IVOIRE
The delegation of Cote d'Ivoire joins other delegates
in thanking Mr J. Houghton for his invaluable contribution
to the activities of the OIganization. Our warm congratulations go to Messrs J. W. Zilhnan, S. A. Alaimo and
A. Lebeau in the respective posts of First, Second and
Third Vice-President of the Organization. Congress, in its
wisdom, has unanimously elected these three people for
their exceptional competence. We have full confidence in
them and wish them every success.
DJmOUTI
On behalf of the Government of the Republic of
Djibouti, the Djibouti delegation offers warm congratulations to the three Vice-Presidents who have just been
elected and wishes them every success.

ECUADOR
The delegation of Ecuador congratulates
Mr Alaimo on his re-election as Second Vice-President
of WMO, and on the noble qualities that make him
worthy of such a distinguished office. His muchdeserved nomination will strengthen the position of the
Member countries of RA III in the world context of
WMO, encouraging an appropriate, equitable participation of all the Member countries of our Region.
TIlE GAMBIA
The Gambian delegation wishes to sincerely
congratulate Mr J. W. Zillman, Mr S. Alaimo and
Mr A. Lebeau on their election to the office of First
Vice-President, Second Vice-President and Third VicePresident, respectively. We wish them all success in
their future undertakings in the Organization.
We wish to take this opportunity to express our
profound thanks to Mr J. Houghton for serving the
Organizatiou iu an exemplary and commeudable
manuer. We wish him all the best.

HONDURAS
The delegation of Honduras would like to
congratulate Mr Zillman, Mr Alaimo, and Mr Lebeau
on their election as First, Second and Third VicePresident of WMO and wishes them every success. The
eleventh fmanciaI period will be a difficult time due to
the world economic situation when major programmes
covering areas such as climate change and the environment will need to be implemented.
We hope that together we will be able to make
great progress in this period. We will co-operate fully to
try to make this a reality. We wish all three VicePresidents every success.
Similarly, we would like to thank Mr Houghton
for his work during the previous financial period.
HONG KONG
The Hong Kong delegation wishes to offer hearty
congratulations to Mr J. W. Zillman (Permanent
Representative of Australia with WMO), Mr S. Alaimo
(Permanent Representative of Argentina with WMO),
and Mr A. Lebeau (permanent Representative of France
with WMO), on their election as the First VicePresident, Second Vice-President and Third
Vice-President of WMO, respectively, for the next
fmandaI period.
The Hong Kong delegation also wishes to join
the other delegations in expressing appreciation to
Mr J. Houghton for his excellent performance as Third
Vice-President of WMO during the last four years.
INDIA
On behalf of all the Members of RA II (Asia) and

the president of RA II the Indian delegation has great
pleasure in congratulating Mr John Zillman,
Mr S. Alaimo, and Mr A. Lebeau on their well-
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deserved election as the First, Second and Third VicePresidents, respectively for the next financial term.
These three gentlemen are persons of eminence and
stature with excellent qualities of head and heart. We
have known them over a period of many years and they
have contributed very generously and very competently
to the progress ofWMO.
Congress has maintained its great tradition by
completing the election of the Vice-Presidents (and thus

the Bureau) in a unanimous manner.
All members of RA II join us in congratulating
the three Vice-Presidents and the Bureau on their unanimous election and we offer our whole-hearted
co-operation. We also take this opportunity to thank
Mr John Houghton for the high staudards set by him as
the Third Vice-President during his term of office.
INDONESIA
The delegation of Indonesia extendS its heartiest
congratulations toMr J. W. Zillman, Mr S. Alaimo and
Mr A. Lebeau on their election to the office of VicePresidents ofWMO.
The delegation is fully confident that the leadership of Mr ZiIIman, Mr S. Alaimo and Mr A. Lebeau,
as Vice-Presidents of WMO, will ensure that the
Organization will continue to be a highly professional
and esteemed UN Specialized Agency.. It hopes that
they will continue helping Indonesia and other
Members from developing counlries to promote
meteorology and operational hydrology.
The delegation would also like to express sincere
thanks to Mr J. T. Houghton for his excellent work
during his term as the Third Vice-President during the
tenth financial period.
We wish the newly appointed Vice-Presidents all
success in their new tenn.
KENYA
The Kenyan delegation avails itself of the opportunity of congratulating Messrs J. Zillman, S. Alaimo
and A. Lebeau upon their election as First VicePresident, _ Second Vice-President and Third
Vice-President of WMO. Their election is the seal of
the confidence that this supreme body of the World
Meteorological Organization has in their proven leadership. We fully endorse this confidence.
The responsibility that they will bear in these
high offices is indeed great and demanding.
The Kenyan delegation encourages the three
gentlemen to enter the next term of office with vigour
and dedication.

MALAYSIA
The Malaysian delegation wishes to express its
sincere and most hearty congratulations to Mr ZiIIman,
Mr Alaimo and Mr Lebeau on their election as VicePresidents. The delegation is confident that the team
comprising the three Vice-Presidents, Mr Zou, and

Professor Obasi will propel our Organization to a level
capable of overcoming the numerous challenges that we
will encounter as we approach the 21st century. The
delegation wishes also to express its appreciation to
Mr Houghton for his past contribution to this
Organization, and especially for his work as Chairman
of the !pce Working Group !.
POLAND
The delegation of Poland wishes to congratulate
Messrs ZilIman, Alaimo and Lebeau on the occasion of
their election by the World Meteorological Congress as
First, Second and Third Vice-Presidents of WMO.
Their election is highly appreciated by the delegation
of Poland, being in line with its sincere expectations.
The delegation would like also to express its wiSh
to continue co-operation in the years to come. The VicePresidents may be assured that the Hydrometeorological
ServiCe of Poland will SIlPport their efforts in the WMO
forum to strengthen multilateral co-operation among the
Meteorological and Hydrological Services of the world.
REPUBLIC OF YEMF.N
. The delegation of Yemen warmly congratulates
J. W. ZiIIman, S. Alaimo and A. Lebeau on their election to the offices of the First, Second and Third
Vice-Pi-esidents of the Organization, respectively.
We are sure that these able Vice-Presidents
work intensively io keep WMO the prestigious
Organization it has been in the past. Our confidence in
them is very high; also, we hope that they will pay special
attention to the developing countries, particularly as
regards the implementation of their country projects and
the carrying out of their training programmes.

will

ROMANIA
The delegation of Romania wishes Messrs J. W.
ZilIman, S. Alaimo and A. Lebeau the most warm and
sincere congratulations on their election as VicePresidents of WMO. We wish them good health and
every success in their future work.
SAUDI ARABIA
The delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has
pleasure in. extending its congratulations to Mr John
ZilIman and Mr S. Alaimo on their re-election as First and
-Second Vice-President ofWMO and to Mr A. Lebeau on
his election as Third Vice-President ofWMO.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Mr John Houghton for his excellent performance and
for his services to WMO during his mandate as Third
Vice-President over the last four years.
We wish all of them every success and good luck
in achieving their objectives in the interest of WMO.
SUDAN
On behalf of the Government of Sudan, the delegation of Sudan would like to express its great pleasure
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and satisfaction at the unanimous re-election of
Mr Zillman and Mr Alaimo as First and Second VicePresident, respectively, and the election of Mr Lebeau
as Third Vice-President of WMO. We sincerely
congratulate them on the confidence thus shown in
them and wish them every success.
THAILAND
On behalf of the Government of Thailand, the
Thailand delegation would like to express its profound
gratitude and sincere CGngratuiations to Mr J. W. Zillman,
Mr S. Alaimo and Mr A. Lebeau on their election as the
First, Second and Third Vice-President ofWMO, respectively for the next fmancial period. We also wish to assure
them of our CGntinuing support, as in the past, in promoting all meteorological and hydrological activities of
WMO over the next four years.
UGANDA
The Uganda delegation would like to extend
sincere appreciation and congratulations to Mr Zillman,
Mr Alaimo and Mr Lebeau upon their election to the
important offices of Vice-Presidents in the WMO
Bureau.
The delegation is confident that with their wide
experience, they, and the rest of the Bureau and
Secretariat, will guide WMO to achieve its tasks and
responsibilities to the international community in an
exemplary manner.

TOGO
The delegation of Togo, on behalf of the people of
Togo, sincerely congratulates Mr Zillman and Alaimo on
their brilliant election to the offices of First and Second
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Vice-President of the Organization. We are CGnvinced that
their hitherto unerring competence will not fail them.
We wish them every success in the difficult task
they are undertaking at the head of WMO.
INTERGOVERNMENTAL NEGOTIATING
COMMITTEE FOR A FRAMEWORK
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a
Framework Convention on Climate Change (INC)
warmly congratulates Mr John Zillman and Mr Salvador
Alaimo on their unanimous re-election, as First and Secand
Vice-Presidents, respectively, of the World Meteorological
Organization. The Committee also warmly congratulates
Mr Andre Lebeau on his unanimous election as Thin! VicePresident.
The Committee is CGnfident that, in the sure hands of
the President, Mr Zou Jingmeng, and these VicePresidents, WMO will build on its firm foundations of
international interdependence and CG-operation to develop
the science and daily work of meteorology (and relevant
aspects of operational hydrology) and so enable the nations
of the world to address the issues involved in negotiating a
convention on global climate change.
The INC takes the opportunity to thank the officers who have so successfully steered the affairs of
WMO during the tenth financial period and who have
prepared the way for, and supported, the negotiations
the INC is charged to serve. The Committee particularly thanks Mr John Houghton, the outgoing Third
Vice-President, for his distinguished work in the service
of the Organization, especially in the science of climate
change: his work will prove to be of outstanding historical significance on a global scale.

MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH PLENARY MEETING
16 May 1991 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.45 a.m.
18.

Report of tbe Credentials Committee (agenda
item 1.5) (Document Cg-XI/PINK 27) - contd.
The CHAIRMAN OF TIlE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
introduced the committee's fourth report, stating that the
name of Kuwait should be added to the five countries
mentioned, since its credentials had been submitted and
found in order after Document Cg-XI/PINK 27 had been
printed. Two non-Members and approximately thirty international organizations were attending as invited observers.

The fourth report, contained in Document
Cg-Xl/PfNK 27, as amended, was approved.
19.

Statement by Dr Zambyn Batjargal, Permanent
Representative of Mongolia

The DELEGATE OF MONGOLIA, addressing Congress
for the first time, congratulated the President and the
Secretary·General for the leadership, dedication and
personal contributions both had made to the continued
progress achieved by the Organization. Through their tire·
less efforts WMO continued to maintain its reputation as
one of the most efficient and cost-effective Specialized
Agencies of the United Nations system.
As representative of a developing country, he highly
appreciated the valuable contributions made by WMO to
the development and strengthening of national Meteorological and Hydrological Services as a whole and in
particular the technical assistance and advisory services
provided to his own country.
Mongolia attached special importance to cooperation with WMO and since it had become a Member
had continued to make its modest contribution to the
implementation of various WMO programmes such as
WWW, WCP, GAW, OHP, etc.
The role of meteorological services in environmentally sound and sustainable development was increasing.
Since drought and desertification as well as certain other
weather changes could be attributed to the activities of
man, constant and close monitoring of environmental and
climate changes was of primary importance. Therefore,
his delegation wholeheartedly supported the activities
aimed at further strengthening the WWW, WCP, HWRP
andAREP.
Mongolia had very special physico-geographical,
climatic and weather conditions which affected in a
number of ways the functioning of various branches of the
national economy and the activities of its people. While
droughts occurred for several years in a row in the Gobi

areas of the southern part of the country, heavy rainfall
and floods in mountains of the north were frequent. Strong
snowstorms in winter, dust and sandstorms and other
significant weather phenomena were common.
Needless to say, the developing countries were
extremely vulnerable to natural disasters. Recently
Bangladesh had been struck once again by devastating
cyclones, which had caused huge loss of life and massive
destruction. He expressed the deepest sympathy and
condolences of his Government to the Government and
the people of Bangladesh. His delegation supported the
appeal for assistance to Bangladesh as a matter of highest
priority.
The Government of Mongolia accorded high
priority to the strengthening of its national Hydrometeorological Service but its capacity was far from
satisfactory and could not meet the requirements of its
users. The hydrometeorological network currently
consisted of eight aerologieal stations, 82 synoptic
stations and more than 300 agrometeorological and
hydrometeorological posts. There were also background
air-pollution and ozone monitoring stations as well as a
rocket station for the study of the upper atmosphere. In
view of the immensity of the land mass the inadequacy
of the network was self-evident. At the same time,
Mongolia was keenly aware that the information
received from the network was not only of national and
regional but even of global significance in monitoring
climatic and weather conditions in the centre of the
Asian continent. However, one of the main constraints
was the considerable expenditure needed to keep the
relatively large network of stations in operation,
especially in the light of the sharp iocrease in the price of
meteorological equipment and instruments, in particular
upper-air radiosondes.
Mongolia was undergoing a dynamic period of
democratization. A multi-party system had been established and the· new Government was implementing its
programme of transition to a market economy. However,
the Government and Parliament had decided that the
Hydrometeorological Service would not be privatized and
the State would continue to give it financial and other
support. In short, a new economic order was in the
making, while the old one had almost collapsed; that was
a situation which exacerbated the difficulties mentioned.
Another matter was the training of national
personnel. Mongolia was highly appreciative of the
various forms of education and training activities of the
Organization. It was keen to continue the fruitful cooperation with the Organization and its Member
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countries. The delegate had submitted a request for
fellowships under the VCP and hoped that some donor
countries would also be in a position to consider
favourably the request for training of specialists.
Mongolia would also welcome joint scientific
research and experiments with interested parties and
Member States of WMO in the field of climate change
and its impact, hydrology and water resources, agrometeorology, elc.
In conclusion he stressed once again that to meet
more fully the needs of users, the Hydrometeorological
Service had to be expanded and modernized. However,
Mongolia did not have sufficient resources to achieve that
goal on its own; it needed external technical and financial
assistance not only from WMO and its individual Member
countries but also from other international organizations
and financial institutions.
As Permanent Representative of Mongolia with
WMO and a member of the Cabinet of the Government,
he assured Congress that the Government of Mongolia
would do its best to support WMO activities and to implement its scientific and technical programmes and the
resolutions and recommendations to be adopted by
Eleventh Congress.
20.

Message from the Premier of the State Council of
the People's Republic of China

The SECRETARy-GENERAL read out the following
message from His Excellency Mr Li-Peng, Premier of the
State Council of the People's Republic of China:
"On the occasion of the convocation of the Eleventh
World Meteorological Congress. I am gratified to learn that

Mr Zou Jingmeng. Administrator of the State Meteorological Administration of China, has been Ie-elected
President of WMO. that Dr Zillman. Mr Alaimo, and

Mr Lebeau have been elected First, Second. and Third VicePresidents, respectively. and that Professor Obasi has been
Ie-appointed Secretary-General of the Organization. On
behalf of the Government of the People's Republic of China,
I would like to express warm congratulations to Congress,
as well as to all the newly elected and apfX>inted officials of
the Organization.
As one of the UN Specialized Agencies, the World
Meteorological Organization has made positive contributions to the promotion of international co-operation in
meteorology and hydrology, and particularly to the development of meteorological and hydrological services in
many developing countries. Over the past years, the
Organization had done highly commendable work, especially in promoting development of meteorological and
hydrological science and technology and in furthering the
understanding and awareness of the public and the decision-makers of its Members to the imfX>rtance of climate
issues.
I firmly believe that the Organization will make new
and important contributions to global, regional and
national economic and social development, especially in
the 1990s, in the context of climate change affecting the
world environment and the activities of the International
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR). It will

be able to play an important role thanks to the cooperation and mutual support of the new Bureau
members, to the guidance of the soon-to-be-elected
Executive Council, and to the traditional spirit of friendship an? co-operation within the Organization. As one of
the Specialized Agencies within the UN system WMO
will play an increasingly great role in international affairs.
As has bee~ done in the past, the Chinese Government
will take an active part in support of all the activities of
the Organization. It will continue to encourage and
actively support Mr Zou Jingmeng in his resp_onsibilities
as President of WMO and do its share to further international co-operation in meteorology and hydrology matters.
I wish the Congress every success."

21.

Election of members of the Executive Council
(agenda item 12.2) (Documents Cg-XI/PINK 22;
INF.2)

At the President's request, the SECRETARy-GENERAL
read out the provisions of the Convention and the General
Regulations relating to the election procedure and referred
participants to the Note in Document Cg-XI/INF. 2.
The CHAIRMAN OF THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE
introduced Document Cg-XI/PINK 22, setting out the
distribution of seats on the Executive Council (including
those attributed to the President, Vice-Presidents and presidents of regional associations) and the list of 33
candidates for the 26 remaining seats.
MR MALIK (pakistan) withdrew his candidature.
MR BATJARGAL (Mongolia), referring to the official
Note seeking support for his candidature, said that his
Government, in submitting it, had been guided by the
principle that any Member State had a legitimate right to
be represented. However, since candidates outnumbered
the seats allocated to Region II, he had decided to withdraw in favour of other colleagues. He thanked the
Governments and delegates who had supported his candidature and wished success to the new members who
would be elected to the Executive Council.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION II
thanked his colleagues from Pakistan and Mongolia for
their co-operation.
The PRESIDENT said that Mr Malik's activities were
widely recognized and his gesture of withdrawing his
candidature was deeply appreciated. He was sure that the
Organization would continue to benefit from his experience. He thanked also the representative of Mongolia for
his contribution to regional activities and to WMO work
in general. The two names would thus be deleted from the
list, with due appreciation to the two delegates concerned.

In (he absence offurther nominations from the floOl;
Document Cg-XIIPINK 22. as amended, was approved.
The PREsIDENT explained that, of the list of names
figuring in paragraph 2 of Document Cg-XI/PINK 22, a
further 26 had to be selected. In the first stage of the election, it was required that no fewer than three members be
elected from each Region. Since the President and Vicepresidents of the Organization, plus the six presidents of
the regional associations, were already ex officio members
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of the Executive Council, it was necessary, to ensure the
correct regional distribution, to fill the next eight seats as
follows: Regional Association I - 2 seats; Regional
Association IT - 1 seat; Regional Association III-I seat;
Regional Association IV :... 2 seats; Regional Association
V-I seat; Regional Association VI - 1 seat. He called
upou the presidents of the regional associations to propose
candidates for the vacant seats.
The l'RE>IDENT OF RA I proposed Messrs A. Cissoko
(Cote d'Ivoire) and J. Rugirangoga (Rwanda).
The PREsIDENT, noting that there were no further
nominations, formally announced the election of
Messrs Cissoko and Rugirangoga.
The PREsIDENT OF RA II proposed Mr A. Algain
(Saudi Arabia).
The DELEGATES OF INDIA, IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBI.JC
OF), JAPAN, AND OMAN supported the proposal.
The PREsIDENT, noting that there were no further
nominations, formally announced the election of Mr Algain.
The PREsIDENT OF RA m proposed Mr W. Castro
Wrede (paraguay).
The DELEGATE OF BRAZIL supported the proposal.
The PREsIDENT, noting that there were no further
nominations, formally announced the election of
Mr Castro Wrede.
The PRFsIDENT OF RA IV proposed Mr E. W. Friday
(USA) and Ms E. Dowdeswell (Canada).
The DELEGATE OF ECUADOR fully endorsed the
proposal.
The PREsIDENT, noting that there were no further
nominations, formally announced the election of Mr Friday
and Ms Dowdeswell.
The PREsIDENT OF RA V proposed Mr R. Kintauar
(philippines).
The PREsIDENT, noting that there were no further
nominations, formally announced the election of
Mr Kintanar.
The PRESIDENT OF RA VI proposed Mr Y. Izrael
(USSR).
The DELEGATES OF SYRIA, THE BYELORUSSIAN SSR
AND UKRAINIAN SSR endorsed the proposal.
The PRESIDENT, noting that there were no further
nominations, formally announced the election of
Mr Izrael.
The PRESIDENT then proceeded to the second
stage of the election, in accordance with General
Regulations 83 (b), 85 and 86.
The number of seats available was as follows:
Regional Association I - 6; Regional Association II - 3;
Regional Association III - I; Regional Association IV - 2;
Regional Association V - nil; Regional Association VI - 6.
He invited the representatives of Botswana,
Bulgaria, Oman and Venezuela to act as tellers.
A vote was taken by secret ballot.
The PRESIDENT announced the results of the
election.
113
Number of ballot papers:
Number of invalid ballots:
7
106
Number of valid ballots:

Abstentions:
Blank ballot papers:
Required majority:

Number alvotes obtained:
Mr R. Tatehira (Japan)
Mr S. M. Kulshrestha (India)
Mr J. C. de Jesus Marques (Brazil)
Mr J. A. Adejokun (Nigeria)
Mr E. A. Mnkolwe (Kenya)
Mr H. Trabelsi (Tunisia)
Mr M. E. Abdalla (Sudan)
Mr J. T. Houghton (United Kingdom)
Mr F. Fantauzzo (Italy)
Mr B. Mlenga (Malawi)
Mr N. Kawas (Honduras)
Mr H. Reiser (Germany)
Mr A. J. Dania (Netherlands Antilles)
Mr D. M. Bautista Perez (Spain)
Mr E. Ekoko-Etoumann (Cameroon)
Mr H. M. Fijnaut (Netherlands)
Mr A. M. Noorian (Iran, Islamic Republic ot)
Mr J. Zielinski (poland)
Mr A. M. El Masry (Egypt)
Mr S. Tumsaroch (Thailand)
Mr J. Roskar (Yugoslavia)
Mr A. I. Abandah (Jordan)
Mr J. Lomas (Israel)
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0
0
54

101
98
96
95
95

94
90
90
88
88
87
86
84
82
79
71
60

57
49
35
29
22
21

The I'REsmENT declared the first eighteen persons
in the above list elected as members of the Executive
Council for the eleventh financial period, to be added to
the eight elected in the first stage.
He expressed Congress's appreciation to the tellers.
MIt IZRAEL (USSR) thanked Congress for the hust
shown in those just elected to the Executive Council and
congratulated the President and Vice-Presidents. He was
convinced-that they formed a strong team which would be
able to cope with WMO's ambitious plans for the future.
MR KAWAS (Honduras) congratulated the newly
elected Executive Council members. He thanked all the
countries present who had shown confidence in him and
assured them that he would do his best to promote the
activities of the Organization.
MR MLENGA (Malawi) said he was grateful for the
confidence shown by his election to memberShip of the
Executive Council and he would do his very best to serve
the Organization well.
MR ADEJOKUN (Nigeria) expressed his humble
thanks to all delegates who had elected him to the
Council. He promised to do his best to justify the confidence delegates had placed in him.
MIt ALGAIN (Saudi Arabia), taking the floor for the
first time, extended his delegation's congratulations to the
President and Vice-Presidents. He appreciated being
elected to serve alongside them on the Executive Council
with his newly elected colleagues.
MIt RUGIRANGOGA (Rwanda) thanked all delegates
who had supported his nomination to the Council. He was
very much aware of the responsibility of the office and
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would spare no effort to contribute to the work of the
Council.
MIt CASTRO WREDE (paraguay) thanked the delegations of Region III for the trust shown in himself and in
Paraguay, which was taking a seat on the Executive
Council for the fIrst time. He would do his utmost to help
in its proceedings.
M-R FuNAUT (Nelherlands) recalled the Netherlands
tradition of contribution to the Organization. His predecessor
Buys BaHot had, a century berore,. been present ai ihe
formation of the International Meteorological Organization
and 50 years previously the first pennanent Secretariat had
been set up in De Bill. He was very honoured at the
confidence shown in him and thanked those who had
supported his nomination.
MIt TRABELSI (Tunisia) said he was touched by the
confidence shown in him and would try to be worthy of it
in working for the development of meteorology in his
Region and throughout the world. He also wished to
congratulate all the other members just elected to the
Executive Council.
MIt JESUS MARQUES (Brazil), on behalf of hisdelegation, expressed gratitude for the support received. The
responsibility delegates placed upon him was enormous
but he was fully confident and would work as profession,aJIy and loyally as he could in order not to disappoint
them. He also congratulated all the other member& just.
elected.
MIt KULSHRESTHA (India) said he was grateful to
Congress for electing him with such a large majority and
congratulated his newly elected colleagues. He was looking forward to working. for the Organization's objectives to
the best of his ability. He also wished to pay tribute to the
excellent co-ordination work carried out by Mr AI-Majed,
President of Regional Association H.
MR DANIA (Netherlands Antilles), speaking as a
representative of a small country; felt honoured andprivileged to have been elected to such a prestigious body. He
expressed hisspeciaUhanks to the delegates. of RA IV and
assured Con.gress that he' would do his utmost to
contribute to the promotion of meteorology and of the
Organization.
MIt BAUTISTA PEREZ (Spain) congratulated all delee
gates elected to the Executive Council and thanked those
who had supported his own candidature. The Council
would have to face a number of daunting and important
challenges but he was snre that the team elected would
prove equaJto the task.
MIt MUKOLWE (Kenya) thanked the delegates forelecting him to the Council and said he looked forward to
serving the Organization. Services were operating in diffi~
cult economic times, but with solidarity among Members
all problems could be surmounted. Kenya would continue
to support the WMO TCDC programme, the Regional
Meteorological Training Centres in RA I and others in
developing. countries that might require assistance. He was
grateful for the confIdence shown in him.
MIt HOUGHTON (United Kingdom) congratulated all
members of the new Executive Council. WMO was an
Organization with a long tradition of service to the

community and he would do all he could to help il to meet
the challenges that lay ahead.
MR ABDALLA (Sudan} expressed his sincere gratitude in all who had elected him. He congratulated all the
new Council members, as well as the. President, the VicePresidents and the Secretary-General on their election. He
undertook to do all in his power to be of service to the

Organization.
MIt EKOKO-ETOUMANN (Cameroon) wished firstly

to congraiulate the colleagues just elected to tile Executive
Council and secondly to thank those who had shown
confidence in himself. He assured them all of his intention
to contribute as fully as possible to the work ofthe
Council.
MR FRIDAY (United States of America) thanked
Congress and gave his assurance that he would do his
best.
MR ZIELINSKI (Poland) thanked Congress for the
honour of being elected. It was the first time that Poland
had a seat on the Executive Council. As representative of
the hydrological and water resources services of his country, he would do his best to co-operate effectively with the
other Members of the Organization.
MR FANTAUZZO (Italy), while not wishing to repeat
what had already been said,. nevertheless wanted to thank
the colleagues who had elected him to the ExecutiveCouncil and to congratulate bis fellow members, particularly those newly elected. He expressed his conviction that
the exemplary international co-operation within the Organization would continue and his personal pleasure at
being able to participate in it.
MIt REiSER (Gennany) expressed his gratitude to all
delegations who had supported his candidature and
assured Congress that he would do his very best to serve
WMO both as a member of the Executive Council and in
other ways.
MIt NOORIAN (Islamic Republic of Iran) wished to
place on record his appreciation of the honour that his
_election to the Council represented for him. He assured
.. Congress. that he would do his utmost to serve the interests
oUhe Organization. He congratulated all the new
mem bersand- expressed the hope that their joint efforts
would be fruitful in implementing the WMO programmes.
MR CISSOKO (C6ted1voire) expressed his heartfelt
thanks, especially to delegations from his Region. for the
confidence shown in him. He would devote all his efforts
to the function of member of the Executive Council and
defend the Organization's ideals in all circumstances so
that its objectives could be met. He also congratulated all
his colleagues who had been elected at the same time.
The DELEGATE OF CANADA thanked those who had
supported Ms Dowdeswell and congratulated all the
newly elected Council members.
MR TATEHIRA (Japan) said his delegation was
honoured by his election and he personally deeply appreciated the support he had received. For the coming decade
the meteorological community was urged to meet new and
comprehensive demands and consider global environmental issues, as well as to continue to improve the traditional
services such as WWW and technical co-operation.
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The world situation, especially the budgetary
circumstances of many Members, was not always
favourable to the implementation of WMO's wide-ranging
responsibilities. Well co-ordinated action was called for if
WMO was to respond to demand and provide individual
Members with sustainable socio-economic development
and ensure a satisfactory environment for mankind in the
twenty-first century.
He promised to do his best asa member of the
Executive Council for the coming four-year term.
Ms B. MOlLER DE CASI'RO (philippines), on behalf of
Mr Kintanar, who was unavoidably absent, thanked all those
who had supported his candidature to the Executive Council,
and assured them that he would continue to serve to the best of
his capacity. The Philippines delegation also wished to
congratulate all the other newly elected members.
The PREsIDENT invited the presidents of regional
associations to take the floor and added that delegations
might, if they wished, submit congratulatory statements'
to be included in the records.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION I
thanked participants for having been realistic in electing
members of great worth. He congratulated them all, in his
own name and in that of Region I as a whole. Their wealth
of experience and readiness to make themselves available
would enable the Organization to fulfil its mission. He
wished them all every success.
The PREsIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION n, both
on his own behalf and on that of RA II Members, congratulated all the members elected to the Council. He also
thanked all those who had placed their trust in them. The
responsibility of Council members was enormous, but he
too was confident that the new team would approach its
tasks in a spirit of co-operation.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION III
congratulated his elected colleagues who, he was sure,
would work actively for the benefit of the Organization
and the world meteorological community. He thanked all
the regional association presidents for the support they had
given to inter-regional co-operation, thus making it possible to preserve a proper balance among the Regions. He
also expressed his appreciation for the trust shown in the
candidates from Region III.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION IV
congratulated the newly elected Executive Council
members and thanked those who had supported the candidates from RA IV. At the same time he offered a word of
sympathy to those who had not been elected, some of
whom were his friends and quite worthy of the office.
It was perhaps not necessary to remind members
that they were there in their personal capacity, not as
representatives of their countries, and that WMO's interests should be uppermost in their minds.
He was confident that the Council's collective
wisdom would further the Organization's objectives but
reminded the new members of the heavy workload ahead.

The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION V
congratulated all colleagues just elected. They formed a
good team to confront the strong challenges ahead and he
looked forward to working closely with them.
The PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION VI
congratulated all the newly elected members of the
Council. He looked forward to co-operating with them on
the difficult tasks to be accomplished during the next
financial period. He had rio doubt that through their
pooled wisdom and scientific know ledge those tasks
would be solved to the satisfaction of all Members of the
Organhation.
The SECRETARy-GENERAL thanked all those who
had offered their services to the Organization. Together
with the President, the three Vice-presidents and the presidents of the six regional associations, the newly elected
members formed the Council which would see through the
implementation of the decisions of the Eleventh Congress
during the coming financial period. The important responsibilities of the Council, as defined in the WMO
Convention and General Regulations, reflected the degree
of confidence Congress had bestowed upon the members
of the Council.
On behalf of the Secretariat and himself, he
expressed wmmest congratulations to all those who had
just been elected. He was convinced that they would do
their utmost in fulfilling the trust that Congress had placed
in them. He was pleased to note that a number of the
current Council members would continue in that capacity;
their experience would help hI ensuring the continuity of
the Organization's purposes. At the same time, he particularly welcomed the new members, who would provide
new perspectives in the course of the deliberations of the
Council. Together, they formed a team that would be
highly representative of the overall membership and aspirations of the Organization. With a co-operative spirit
prevailing, they would ensure that the Organization met
the ever-increasing challenges in a highly satisfactory
way.
Indeed, the new Council would commence its work
immediately after Congress, addressing itself particularly
to urgent matters requiring attention.
He therefore joined those who had expressed good
wishes for fruitful collaboration in the service of WMO
Members and assured the Executive Council of the
Secretariat's, and of his own, co-operation and unflinching
support.
The PRESIDENT noted that, with the election of
the members of the Executive Council, consideration of
agenda item 12.2 as contained in Document Cg-XIfPINK 22
was concluded. He drew the attention of new members to
the provisions of Article 6 of the Convention and to the task
before them, and finally proposed that they be welcomed
with a round of applause.

The meetillg rose at 3.35 p.m.

*
.. See annex on page 70.
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ANNEX
CONGRATULATORY STATEMENTS SUBMITTED ON THE OCCASION OF THE
ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

ARGENTINA
The delegation of the Argentine Republic
congratulates all members of the Executive Council
elected at Eleventh Congress of the World Meteorological Organization.
We are sure that they will spare no effort and
apply all their knowledge in the interests of expanding
and developing the Organization and the world's
Meteorological and Hydrological Services.

AUSTRALIA
The Australian delegation expresses its warm
congratulations to all the newly elected members of the
Executive Council and its appreciation to those others
who have made themselves available to serve the
Organization but were not elected on this occasion.
BANGLADESH
On behalf of the Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh, the delegation of Bangladesh
takes this opportunity of joining with other distinguished delegates to congratulate warmly all the newly
elected members of the Executive Council for the
eleventh financial period. We strongly believe that,
through their elections to the Executive Council, our
World Meteorological Organization now has a
complete team of able personalities whose sound intellectual depth and far-sightedness will guide its future
activities in promoting international co-operation in the
field of meteorology and hydrology. It is also our
expectation that the elected members will always have
full co-operation in accomplishing WMO activities
directed towards fulfilling the objectives of the IDNDR
during the next four years. We wish them all very good
health and Godspeed.
BELIZE
The delegation of Belize would like to congratulate
all the persons who have been elected to the Executive
Council of the World Meteorological Organization. In
partiCUlar, as a Member of Regional Association IV, we
would especially like to congratulate Mr Friday of the

United States of America, Ms Dowdeswell of Canada,
Mr Dania of the Netherlands Antilles and Mr Kawas of
Honduras.
We assure them of our total support and pledge to
co·operate with them to advance the noble aims of the
Organization.
CHINA
The Chinese delegation takes this opportunity to
express its sincere congratulations to the newly elected
Executive Council members. China will make every
effort to support and co-operate with the Executive
Council and wishes to extend its best wishes for every
success in the coming years.
DJIBOUTI
The Republic of Djibouti joins all other delegations in expressing its joy at the results of the election
of members to the Executive Council and sends its
warm congratulations to those elected and wishes them
every success in their !asks.

HONG KONG
The Hong Kong delegation wishes to offer its
heartiest congratulations to all the members who have
been elected to the Executive Council of the World
Meteorological Organization for the next four years.
INTERGOVERNMENTAL NEGOTIATING
COMMITTEE FOR A FRAMEWORK
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
for a Framework Convention on Climate Change
warmly congratulates the newly elected members of the
Executive Council of the World Meteorological
Organization and looks forward to receiving their
support of the negotiations for a framework convention
on climate change.
The Committee also wishes to take this opportunity to thank the members of the outgoing Executive
Council for their support and understanding of the
needs of the negotiations.

MINUTES OF THE NINTH PLENARY MEETING
21 May 1991 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 4.05 p.rn. by the
First Vice-President, acting as President.
22.

Report of the Credentials Committee - Fifth report
(agenda item 1.5) (Cg-XIlPINK56) - contd.

The chairman of the Credentials Committee
presented the futh report of the committee.

The fifth report of the Credentials Committee,
contained in Document Cg-XIIPINK 56, was approved.
23.

Approval of the minutes - First Plenary Meeting
(agenda item 1.6) (Cg-XI/MIN. 1)

The ACTING PRESIDENT invited comments on
Document Cg-XIIMIN. 1. He assured delegates that
corrections already submitted in writing would be
included in the fmal version.
In response to an observation by the DELEGATE OF
THE USSR that he had not yet received the document, the
ACTING PRESIDENT proposed that the minutes should be
approved with the proviso that any further corrections by
delegates not yet having received the minutes might be
duly submitted within 48 hours of receipt.

The provisional minutes of the first plenary meeting,
contained in Document Cg-XIIMIN. I, were approved
subject to further minor amendments and with the proviso
proposed by the Acting President.
24.

Report of the Financial Advisory Committee
(agenda item 2.3) (Cg-XUPINK 3)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 3 was submitted by the
President.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix to Document Cg-XI/PINK 3,
was approved.
25.

Report by the President of the Organization
(agenda item 2.1) (Cg-XVPINK 4)

Document Cg-XIIPINK 4 was submitted by
Ms Dowdeswell, co-chairman of Committee A.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix to Document Cg-XI/PINK 4,
was approved.
26,

Questions concerning the Convention (agenda
item 11.2) (Cg-XI/PINK 5)

Document Cg-XIIPINK 5 was submitted by
Mr Mlenga, co-chairman of Committee A.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix to Document Cg-XI/PINK 5,
was approved.
27.

Requests for membership of the Organization
(agenda item 11.5) (Cg-XI/PINK 6)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 6 was submitted by the
President

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix to Document Cg-XI/PINK 6,
was approved.
28.

Instruments and Methods of Observation
Programme: Report of the president of CIMO
(agenda item 3.1.6) (Cg-XI/PINK 7)

Document Cg-XIIPINK 7 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau, co-chairman of Committee B.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE, referring in particular to
paragmphs 3.1.6.8 and 3.1.6.10 and in general to the text
contained in Appendix A, as well as to the text of the draft
resolution contained in Appendix B, pointed out that the
French text was inconsistent with the other language
versions and requested that it should be aligned with the
English original ..
The ACTING PRESIDENT assured the delegate that
the French version would be bronght into line with the
English text.
The DELEGATE OF KENYA, referring to draft
Resolution 3.1.611 (Cg-XI), proposed the insertion of a
third paragraph under "REQUESTS the SecretaryGeneral:", to read: "(3) To consult within available means
with manufacturers of various meteorological and hydrological instruments with a view to reducing the costs of
their instruments and consumables, particularly those
destined for tb,edeveloping countries" .

It was so agreed.
Draft Resolution 3.1.6/1 ICg-XI), contained in
Appendix B to document Cg-XIIPINK 7, as amended, was
adopted.
The DELEGATE OF JAPAN, referring to paragraph
3.1.6.3 of the text contained in Appendix A, requested that
the names of Member States having hosted comparisons
should be inserted.
The DELEGATE OF KENYA, referring to the fourth
sentence of paragraph 3.1.6.8 of the text contained in
Appendix A, suggested that it should be divided into two
sentences, to read: "A Regional Instrument Centre hosted
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by France was designated by RA VI to offer training
courses for instrument specialists. Congress encouraged
Members to offer training facilities Jar instrument
specialists and laboratories equippedwith meteorological
standards which could be used for calibration of
instruments.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE said that he could agree to
such an amendment on me understanding mat it would not
imply any restriction to the tenDs of reference. He suggested
that the word "namely" should be inserted after "RA VI" in
the amendment proposed by the delegate of Kenya
The DELEGATE OF NIGERIA pointed out that a paragraph 3.1.6.11 should be added at the end of the text,
stating that the resolution was adopted as was found elsewhere.
II

The draft text for inclusion in the general SUI/unary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIlPINK 7, as
amended, was approved.

29.

Climat., change.co-ordination activities (agenda
item 3.2.5) (Cg-XIlPINK 9)

DocumentCg-XI/PINK 9 was submitted by the
President.
The draft text for inclusion in the genera/summary.
contained in the "appendix to Document Cg-XIIPINK9,
was approved.
30.

StatTmatters(agendaitem 10.3) (Cg-XIIPINK12)

Document Cg-XI/PINK12was submitted by
Mr Mlenga, co-chairman of Committee A.
Referring to the Staff Regulations annexed to the
draft resolution in Appendix B to the documeut. me DELE-'
GATE 'OF JOMAN suggested a drafting amendment· in the
'flrstsentenecof paragraph.9.5 of Article 9, to make the
sense clearer:
Following proposals .. by the co-chairman of
Committee A and· the Acting President, itwasfinally.
agreed.to leave the text as it stood, since it was ·taken
directly from the wording adopted by CCAQ and used
tbroughoutthe UN Common System.
Draft Resolution IO.3Ii (Cg-XI), contaitied in
Appendix B toDocument Cg-XIIPINK 12, was adopted..

With respect to Appendix A. the DELEGATE OF THE .
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS said· his delegation supported the idea of amending Article 4.5 of the
Staff Regulations referred to in paragraph 10.3.3, but
considered that the principle of post rotation deserved
attention and that Congress should examine how that
could best be achieved. It was known that Permanent
Representatives and Member States as 11 rule nominated
their best candidates for posts in the Organization. At a
certain stage, however, they were excluded from the
process and in his opinion that did not meet the
Organization's interests. Membet States and Permanent
Representatives should bear the responsibility when delegating specialists. He would therefore propose that the
second sentence of Article 4.5 should read as follows: "A

permanent appoinunent shall be granted to staff members
up to a level determined by Congress from time to time,
subject to the agreement of, or in consultation with, the
Permanent Representative of the Member State and
subject to satisfactory completion ... "
That wording took account of the interests of the
Organization. Consultation with Permanent Representatives. was useful when deciding on various issues that
came up in the course of WMO's work.
The CO-CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE A confirmed
that the USSR delegate hadmade that point'in committee
and he drew attention to paragraph 3 under "Discussion"
where it was recorded, plus the fact that the committee
had decided that Such a procedure would be incompatible
with the principles of the international civil service.
The ACTING PRESIDENT assumed that the meeting
as a whole endorsed the text as set out in Document
Cg-XIIPINK 12 and asked whether the USSR delegate
would be satisfied. to have his views recorded in the
minutes of the Plenary meeting.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNION OF SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS said he would accept that
'suggestion, but'also requested the Secretary-General to
study the question of permanent appoinunents in detail,
as had been done. in. a number <if i!1ternational
organizations, with a view to developing a procedure for'
a tripartite agreement between the Organization, the
Member S tate and the staff member of the Secretariat.

The drafttextfor inclusion in. the genera/summary,
. contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-X1!PINK 12,
was approved.
31. . Hydrology and Water Resources Programme.
(agenda/tern 3.5) (Cg-XI/PINK 13)
Document Cg-XI/PINK 13 was submitted by
Mr Kulshrestha, co-chainnan of Committee B.
Appendix C to Document Cg-XIlPINK 13; containC
ing proposed amendments to the draft Third Long-term
Plan, was approved.
. Draft Resolution 3.S11 (Gg,-XI), contained in in
, Appetu/ixB to Document Cg-XIlPINK 13, was adopted.
Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPINK 13, containing the draft ti!Xt for inclusion in the general summary.
was approved, subject to the addition ofa sentence referring to the adoption of the associated resolution.

32.

Organization of the session (agenda item 1)
(Cg-XIIPINK 15)
Document Cg.XI/PINK 15 was submitted by the.
President.
The appendix to Document Cg-XIIPINK IS,
containing ·the draft text for inclusion in the general
sununary. was approved with the insenion ofthe name of
the chairman of the Credentials Committee in paragraph
1.2./ and the appropriate numbers in paragraphs 1.5.1
and 1.6.1, and subject to correction of various spelling
mistakes.
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33.

Co-operation with the United Nations and other
organizations (agenda item 9) (Cg-XIJPINK 16)

Document Cg-XIIPINK 16 was submitted by
Ms Dowdeswell, co-chainnan of Committee A.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA suggested that, in the appendix, the final
sentence of paragraph 9.4 read as follows: "Congress
welcomed WMO involvement in such activities and
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requested the Secretary-General to report to the Executive
COUDcil on the preparations for and outcome of UNCED,
beginning with EC-XLIII."

It was so agreed.
The appendix to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 16,
containing tire text for inclusion in the general summary,
was approved as amended.
The meeting rose at 5.00 p.1IL

MINUTES OF mE TENTH PLENARY MEETING
22 May 1991 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9.40 a.m.
34.

Programme support services: Conference
programme (agenda item 5.1) (Cg-Xl/PINK 17)

The draft textfor inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix to Document Cg-Xl!PINK 20,
was approved..

Docnment Cg-XI/PINK 17 was submitted by
Mr MJenga (co-chairman of Committee A).

38.

The draft textfor inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix 10 DoclOnent Cg-XIIPINK 17,
was approved.

Document Cg-XI/PINK 21 was submitted by
Mr MJenga (co-chairman of Committee A).
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE corrected a spelling
mistake in the French text: in sub-paragraph 6(b) of the
annex to the draft resolution contained in Appendix B,
IIdetenninant" should read II detenninent".

35.

Consolidated report on amendments to
the Technical Regulations (agenda item 2.4)
(Cg-XIJ PINK 18)

In the absence of Ms Dowdeswell (co-chairman of
Committee A), the PRESIDENT introduced Document
Cg-XIJPINK 18.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE noted that some further
amendments remained to be made to the French text of the
annex to draft Resolution 2.4/1 (Cg-Xl) in Appendix B
and said that he would transmit them to the Secretariat.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM pointed
out that, in section 1 of the annex to the draft resolution,
the paragraph dealing with geopotential altitude should
refer (twice) to "point mass", rather than to "mass point".

Draft Resolution 2.411 (Cg-Xl) , contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XlIPINK 18, as amended,
was adopted.
The PREsIDENT announced that the first line of paragraph 2.4.5 of Appendix A should read: "Finally
Congress requested the Executive Council, when".

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPINK 18, as
amended, was approved.
36.

Publications Programme (agenda item 5.2)
(Cg-XI/PINK 19, REV. 1)

MR MLENGA (co-chairman of Committee A)
suggested that discussion of Document Cg-XI/PINK 19,
REV. 1 be deferred until consideration of Document
Cg-XI/PINK 55 had been completed since the approval of
some of the subject matter in the former document depended
on approval of regulations contained in the latter.

37.

Financial matters; Revision of Financial
Regulations (agenda item 10.1) (Cg-XI/PINK 21)

Draft Resolution 10.111 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-Xl!PINK 21, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XlI PINK 21,
was approved.
39.

Financial matters; Financial report of
the Secretary-General (agenda item 10.1)
(Cg-XIJ PINK 23)

Document Cg-XIJPINK 23 was submitted by
Mr MJenga (co-chairman of Committee A).
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
said that since the draft text for inclusion in the general
summary was in reported speech, the last two sentences of
paragmph 10.1.19 of the appendix should be redrafted to
read" ... authorized by Congress, was avoided at all costs.
The pressures and demands ... ".
The DELEGATE OF TIlE UNITED KINGDOM endorsed
that suggestion.

The amendmell/ was approved.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
COll/ained in the appendix to Document Cg-Xl/PINK 23,
as amended, was approved.
40,

Public information (agenda item 6) (Cg-XIJPINK
24 and PINK 24, ADD. 1)

Documents Cg-XIJPINK 24 and PINK 24, ADD. I
were submitted respectively by Ms Dowdeswell and
Mr MJenga, co-chairmen of Committee A.

It was so agreed.

Draft Resolution 611 (Cg-Xl) , contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XlIPINK 24, was adopted.

Staff matters (agenda item lO.3)(Cg-XIJPINK 20)

The DELEGATE OF TIlE USSR, referring to paragraph 6.7 of the draft text contained in Appendix A, suggested
that the last sentence be amended to read as follows:

Document Cg-XI/PINK 20 was submitted by
Mr MJenga (CO-Chairman of Committee A).
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"In view of the low sales potential and the relatively
high cost of preparation and publication of the catalogue,
Congress requested the Secretary-General to find a sponsor for the publication of the catalogue. ':
He added that the proposal was supported by the
delegations of Argentina, Brazil, China, Iran, Italy, the
Philippines, Poland, the United States of America and the
USSR.
MR MLENGA (co-chainnan of Committee A) said
that the proposal had not been put before Committee A
but that he was not opposed to including it.

The amendment was approved.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary.
colltained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XlfPlNK 24
and in the appendix to Document Cg-XlfPlNK 24.
ADD. 1. as amended. was approved.
41.

Atmospheric Research and Environment
Programme; Global Atmosphere Watch (agenda
item 3.3.1) (Cg-XI/PINK 25)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 25 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).
The PREsIDENT noted that the last sentence of paragraph 3.3.1.3 of the draft text contained in the appendix
would be finalized following completion of consideration
of the PINK based on Cg-XI/Doc. 54.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
said that the last sentence of paragraph 3.3.1.7 of the draft
text in the appendix was inappropriate in that place and
should be dealt with in connection with the budget, as had
been discussed the previous day. He further suggested the
deletion of "downwind", the last word of the penultimate
sentence of paragraph 3.3.1.11.

It was so agreed.
The draft text for inc/usion in the general summary.
cDntained in the appendix to Document Cg-XfIPlNK 25.
as amended. was approved.
42.

Regional activities; Reports of presidents of
regional associations (agenda item 3.7.1)
(Cg-XI/PINK 26)

In the absence of Ms Dowdeswell (co-chairman of
Committee A), the PRESIDENT introduced Document
Cg-XI/PINK26.
The DELEGATE OF KENYA proposed the addition of
the following two sentences, after the penultimate
sentence of paragraph 3.7.1.5 of the draft text contained in
the appendix: "Congress noted that the Drought
Monitoring Centres (DMCs) in eastern and southern
Africa were becoming operational at a time when UNDP
funding was coming to an end. In order for the Centres to
meet their future challenges, Congress urged UNDP and
other donors to provide the necessary support".
The DELEGATE OF DOMINICA suggested that the
proposed amendment be sub-amended by replacing the
word "funding" by "support".

The amendment. as sub-amended. was approved.

The DELEGATE OF SPAIN and the DELEGATE OF
FRANCE asked that the draft text be amended to reflect,
respectively, the request made in accordance with
Regulation 117 of the WMO General Regulations for the
use of Spanish in Regional Association VI and for the use
of French in Regional Associations III and IV.
MR MLENGA (co-chairman of Committee A)
suggested that the matter be taken up under Document
Cg-XI/PINK 55 - Revision of the General Regulations.
The DELEGATES OF FRANCE AND SPAIN considered it
inappropriate to take the matter up under the discussion of
Document Cg-XI/PINK 55 since no change to the General
Regulations was envisaged; it was rather a question to be
considered together with priority items of the budget.

At the suggestion of the PREsIDENT, it was agreed to
suspend discussion of Document Cg-XIIPlNK 26 until a
preciSe amendment had been drafted by the delegation of
Spain in consultation with the Secretariat.
43.

Education and Training Programme (agenda
item 3.6) (Cg-XI/PINK 28)

In the absence of Ms Dowdeswell (co-chairman of
Committee A), the PRESIDENT introduced Document
Cg-XI/PINK 28.
Draft Resolution 3.6/1 (Cg-XI), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XI/PINK 28, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF BURKINA FASO, referring to the
last sentences of paragraphs 3.6.0.2 and 3.6.0.3 of the
text appearing in Appendix A, pointed out the incorrect
use of the conditional tense of the verbs in the French

version.
On the understanding that the French text would be
corrected. the draft text for inclusion in the general
summary. contained in Appendix A to Document
Cg-XIIPfNK 28. was approved.
44.

Text-processing and computer support (agenda
item 5.3) Cg-XI/PINK 29)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 29 was submitted by
Mr Mlenga (co-chainnan of Committee A).
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, referring to the draft text contained in the
appendix, proposed the addition, at the end of paragraph
5.3.3 or as a new paragraph, of the following text:
"Congress requested the Secretary-General to provide an
annual report to the Executive Council on the status of
implementation of this programme and on the efficiencies
achieved."

It was so agreed.
. The draft text for inclusion in the general summary.
contained in the appendix to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 29.
as amended. was approved.
45.

Financial matters (agenda item 10.1)
(CgXI/PINK 30)

Document Cg-XIjPINK 30 was submitted by
Mr Mlenga (co-chairman of Committee A).
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The DELEGATE OF BURKINA F ABO felt that in draft
Resolution 10.1/3 (Cg-XI), contained in Appendix C, a
distinction should be made between countries late in
paying their contributions for a particular year and
those several years in arrears, and that a new operative
paragraph exhorting the latter to pay should be
introduced.
The DELEGATE OF NIGERIA and the delegate of Mali
considered that the existing paragraph "URGES" covered
all cases.
The PRESIDENT proposed amending that paragraph to read "URGES all Members, especially those in
arrears ... ".
The DELEGATE OF TIIE UNITED KINGDOM suggested
that" ... including those in arrears ..... might be more
appropriate.
It was so agreed.
The DELEGATES OF BURKINA FASO AND MALI
expressed their preference for the amendment proposed by
the President.
The PRESIDENT OF RA I, invited by the President to
give his view, had no strong feelings but felt that the original text had been adequate.
The DELEGATE OF EcuADOR said he had understood
that Congress had approved the amendment proposed by
the delegate of the United Kingdom. Further discussion of
the point was therefore out of place. He reminded the
delegates of Burkina Faso and Mali that the Secretariat
routinely notified all Members in arrears; they needed
only comply.
The PREsIDENT, in the hope of avoiding re-opening
discussion of the point, consulted with the SecretaryGeneral and the First Vice-President, who proposed
amending the paragraph to read: "URGES all Members to
pay as soon as possible their assessed contributions,
including arrears where applicable;".
The DELEGATE OF PAKISTAN, supporting the proposed amendment, felt that it could be further improved
by amending it to read: ..... including arrears, if any".

The amendment, as sub-amended, was approved.
The DELEGATE OF THE NETHERLANDS pointed out
that, under "AUTHORIZES (a)" the name "Voluntary
Assistance Fund" should be conected to read: "Voluntary
Co-operation Fund".
The DELEGATE OF GERMANY proposed the addition
of the words "as a last resort", following the words "external sources", under "AUTHORIZES (b)".
It was so agreed.

Draft Resolution 10.113 (Cg-Xl), contained ill
Appendix C to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 30, as amended,
was adopted.

46.
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Financial matters (agenda item 10.1)
(Cg-XI/PINK 31)

MIl MLENGA (co-chairman of Committee A) introduced Document Cg-XI/PINK 31. noting that the annex
referred to in paragraphs 10.1.6, 10.1.13 and 10.1.17 of
the draft text contained in Appendix A would include a
recommendation of the Financial Advisory Committee
already approved under paragraph 2.3.1 of Document
Cg~XI/PINK 3.
The DELEGATE OF INDONESIA pointed out that the
number of the draft resolution contained in Appendix B
should be coneeted tc read "10.1/4 (Cg-XI)".
Refening to the French text of the draft resolution
contained in Appendix B, the DELEGATE OF FRANCE
pointed out that the penultimate paragraph should read:
"AUTORISE Ie Secretaire general
poursuivre
la negociation ..... , while the the delegate of Burkina
Faso noted the misspelling of "recensement" under
"CONSIDERANT 3)".

a

Draft Resolution 10.114 (Cg-Xl). contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 31, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF TIIE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
proposed the deletion of the word "finally" in paragraph
10.1.18 of the draft text contained in Appendix A.
ft was so agreed.

The PREsIDENT pointed out that, in the same paragraph, reference should be made tc Resolution 10.1/4
(Cg-XI), not to Resolution 10.1/3 (Cg-XI).

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary.
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 31, as
amended, was approved.
47.

Antarctic meteorology (ageuda item 3.7.2)
(Cg-XI/PINK 32)

In the absence of Ms Dowdeswell (co-chairman of
Committee A), the PRESIDENT introduced Document
Cg-XI/PINK 32, drawing attention to the footnote to the
text on p. 1 of Appendix B.
The DELEGATE OF COLOMBIA, referring to the
Spanish version of the text contained in Appendix B, said
that throughout the text the phrase "WMO Antarctic
Activities" had been mistranslated and required amendment.

The proposed amendments to the draft Third Longterm Pian, Partll, Volume 1, cOllIained in Appendix B to
Document Cg-XIIPlNK 32. were approved.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPINK 32.
was approved.
The First Vice-President took the chair.

Draft Resolution 10.112 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 30, was adopted.

48.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
cOlllained in Appendix A to Documelll Cg-XlIPlNK 30,
was approved.

MR KULSHRESTHA (co-chairman of Committee B)
introduced Document Cg-XI/PINK 34. He pointed out
that the words "Regular Budget" should be deleted under

Long-term planning (agenda item 7)
(Cg-XI/PINK 34)
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"DECIDES" in draft Resolution 7.3/2 (Cg-XI) contained
in Appendix D. He also drew att~ntion to the footnote on
page 1 of the text contained in Appendix E.
The proposed amendments to Part I of the draft
Third Long-term Plan, contained in Appendix E to
Document Cg-XIiPINK 34, were approved.

Draft Resolution 7.211 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendh B to Document Cg-XI/PINK 34, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 7.3/1 ICg-Xl), contained in
Appendix C to Document Cg-XIiPINK 34, was adopted.
Draft Resolution 7.3/2 ICg-Xl) , contained in
Appendh D to Document Cg-XIiPINK 34, was adopted.

The DELEGATE OF CHINA regretted that no consensus
had been reached during discussion in Committee B on the
appropriation of funds from the regular budget for the establishment of an emergency assistance fund. WMO should have
the ability to assist Members affected by severe weatherrelated natural disasters in restoring their meteorological
services to the minimum level required. The serious damage
recently inflicted on the meteorological facilities of
Bangladesh by a Iropical cyclone demonstrated the urgent
need for such assistance. Congress should request the
Executive Council to study the matter further and fmd ways to
establish a permanent and more effective mechanism. He
therefore proposed the insertion, after the word "mechanism"
in the final sentence of paragraph 7.3.7 of the draft text
contained in Appendix A. of the following words: ", including
the establishment of an emergency assistance fund under strict
management procedures from the regular budget,".
The DELEGATE OF THE PHILIPPINES, the DELEGATE
OF MALI, the DELEGATE OF BANGLADESH AND the DELEGATE OF QATAR agreed that the Executive Council should
consider that possibility, bearing in mind the importance
of re-activating meteorological and hydrological services.
While recognizing the importance of helping
Members, the DELEGATES OF GERMANY, the UNITED
KiNGDOM, the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND JAPAN
said that their Governments would not be in favour of
. establishing such a fund under the regular budget. Other
well-established channels for disaster relief already
existed within the United Nations system.
The DELEGATE OF SUDAN said that, some years
previously, Sudan had benefited from WMO support.
Bangladesh was facing much greater difficulties than
those Sudan had faced; the Executive Council should
certainly consider the possibility of funding emergency
assistance from the regular budget.
Mter some discussion, the FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
suggested that the divergent opinions be reflected in the
minutes of the meeting and that the last sentence of paragraph 7.3.7 of the draft text contained in Appendix A be
amended to read: "Congress also requested the Executive
Council to explore the establishment of a more permanent
and effective mechanism (including all possible sources of
funding) for assisting Members ... ".
It was so agreed.

The DELEGATE

OF

FRANCE said that paragraph

7.3.18 (b) of the French text should be aligned with the
English version, i.e. it should read: "it se donner les

moyens d'augmenter leur capacite de fournir ... ".
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT said that in order to
reflect the discussion of Committee B, some reslrUcturing
of paragraphs 7.3.21 and 7.3.22 was necessary. He
proposed that a new sentence be added at the end of paragraph 7.3.21 to read: "Therefore Congress requested the
Executive Council to establish a working group, with a
balanced participation from developed and developing
countries, to make an in-depth study of the problem associated with the commercialization of meteorological
products and services and make proposals on future policies. This study should also include relevant aspects of the
provision of hydrological services." Paragraph 7.3.22
should consequently be amended to read: "Congress
endorsed the action of EC-XLII in drawing up "Guidelines
on International Aspects of Provision of Basic and Special
Meteorological Services". However, it considered that
these guidelines needed to be further refined and elaborated by the working group referred to above."
MR KULSHRESTHA (co-chairman of Committee B)
noted that the sense of the text remained unchanged and
recommended that the amendment be approved.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE agreed with the rearrangement of the text but asked that, in the French text of
paragraph 7.3.22, the three verbs in the conditional tense
should appear in the future.
The DELEGATE OF SPAIN also agreed with the
proposal of the First Vice-President but requested the deletion of the words "U otro mecanismo adecuado in the
second sentence of paragraph 7.3.22 to align it with the
English version.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendh A to Document Cg-XIIPINK 34, as
amended, was approved.
ll

49.

Secretary-General's contract (agenda item 10.4)
(Cg-XI/PINK 35)
Document Cg-XI/PINK 35 was submitted by
Mr MJenga (co-chairman of Committee B);
Draft Resolution 10.411 ICg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Documelll Cg-XIIPlNK 35, was adopted.
The draft textfor inclusion in the generill summary,
contained in Appendix A to Documelll Cg-XIIPINK 35,
was approved.

50.

World Weather Watch Programme; Report of
the president of CBS; Global Data-processing
System; Global Observing System; Global
Telecommunication System; WWW Data
Management; WWW Support Activity,
including Operational Information Service
(agenda items 3.1.0 - 3.1.5) (Cg-XI/PINK 36)
Document Cg-XI/PINK 36 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).
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The FIRST VICE-PREsIDENT drew attention to the
footnote to the text contained in Appendix D.

The proposed amendments to the drqft Third Longterm Plan, Part ll, Volume 1, contained in Appendix D to
Document Cg-XIIPlNK 36, were approved.
Draft Resolution 3.112 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendix C to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 36, was adopted.
Referring to the French version of the draft
resolution contained in Appendix B, the DELEGATE OF
FRANCE pointed out that "l'espace extra-atmospherique"
should be correctly written under operative paragraph
"NOTANT4)".

Draft Resolution 3.111 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 36, was adopted.
Following a request by the DELEGATE OF ECUADOR
for clarification of paragraph 3.1.0.11 of Appendix A, the
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT pointed out that the fifth line of
the text should read: "and Congress agreed ... ".
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B) explained that
seismic data were used in the detection of nuclear explosions and were thus of interest to the Conference of
Disarmament.
The DELEGATE OF POLAND pointed out that, for
consistency, the title of paragraph 3.1.3, "Global
Telecommunication System", should be followed by
"(GTS)".
The DELEGATE OF GAMBIA suggested the deletion
of the word "considerable" in the first sentence of
paragraph 3.1.3.1.

It was so agreed.
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The DELEGATE OF OMAN said that, in the Arabic
version of paragraph 3.1.3.1, references to "GTS" should
be given correctly.
The DELEGATE OF ARGENTINA, referring to subparagraph 3.1.4.5 (j), pointed out that it was not
universally correct to refer to "PIT".
The FIRST VICE-PREsIDENT said that the necessary
editorial amendments would be made.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 36, as
amended, was approved.
51.

IMO Lecture and scientific discussions (agenda
item 13) (Cg-XI/PINK 37)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 37 was submitted by the
President.
The DELEGATE OF COLOMBIA, referring to paragraph 13.5 of the draft text contained in the appendix, said
that, in future, it would be desirable to spread the
Scientific Lectures out over a longer period rather than
cram seven lectures into a single afternoon as had been
done the previous week.
The FIRST VICE-PREsIDENT said that he was sure
that the Executive Council would bear that wise suggestion in mind.
The DELEGATE OF TIlE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
said that mention should be made, in sub-paragraph 133
(c), of the fact that the lectnre on "Formulation of response
strategies to climate change" had been delivered by
Ms R. P. Karimanzira, in the absence of F. M. Bernthal.

It was so agreed.
The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH PLENARY MEETING
22 May 1991 at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 2.40 p.m. by the
First Vice-Presidellf, acting as President.
52,

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of
the Organization (agenda item 12.1) (Cg-XII
PINK 38)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 38 was submitted by the
President.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
cOllfained in the appendix to Document Cg-XIIPINK 38,
was approved.
53.

Election of members of tbe Execntive Conncil
(agenda item 12.2) (Cg-XI/PINK 39)

Document Cg-XI/PINK·39 was submitted by the
President.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
colltained in the appendix to Documellt Cg-XIIPINK 39,
was approved.
54.

Appointment of the Secretary-General (agenda
item 12.3) (Cg-XI/PINK 40)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 40 was submitted by the
President.

The CO·CHAIRMAN OF COMMITI'EE B, supported by
the First Vice-President, pointed out that the composition
of a delegation was a matter of national sovereignty but
agreed that "encourage" should be read in the sense of
"urge!!,

Draft Resolution 3.2.513 (Gg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Documellf Cg-XIIPINK 42, was adopted, as
amended by the delegate of Brazil.
The text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPINK 42,
was approved.
56.

Public Weather Services Programme (agenda
item 3.4.1) (Cg-XI/PINK 43)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 43 was submitted by
Mr Kulshrestha (co-chairman of Committee B).

The proposed amendments to the draft Third WMO
Long-term Plan, Part II, Volume 4 - Applications of
Meteorology Programme, contained in Appendix C to
Document Cg-XIIPINK 43, were approved.
Draft Resolution 3.4.111 (Cg-XI), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPINK 43, was adopted.

The draft textfor inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix to Document Gg-XIIPINK 40,
was approved.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIiPINK 43,
was approved.

55.

57.

Climate Change Co-ordination Activities (agenda
item 32.5) (Cg-XI/PINKS41 and 42)
Document Cg-XI/PINK 41 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).

Draft Resolution 3.2.514 (Gg-XI), contained in
Appendix B to Document Gg-XIIPINK 41, was adopted
and the text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to the same document, was
approved, subject to minor editorial amendmellls.
Document Cg-XI/PINK 42 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).
It was agreed, on the proposal by the delegate of
Brazil, to add a sub-paragraph (7) under NOTING of
draft ResolutioIl3.2.513 (Gg-XI), concerning the report of
the first session of the INC. held in Washington, DC,
USA, from 4 to 14 February 1991.
The DELEGATE OF PAKISTAN suggested that the
word "encourage" be replaced by "request" in FURTHER
REQUESTS (2) because it might have connotations of
fmancial assistance.

Aeronautical Meteorology Programme: Report
of the President of CAeM (agenda item 3.4.3)
(Cg-XI/PINK 44)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 44 was submitted by
Mr Kulshrestha (co-chairman of Committee B).

The proposed amendments to the draft Thild WMO
Long-term Plan, Part II, Volume 4 - Applications of
Meteorology Programme, contained in Appendix C to
Document Cg-XIIPINK 44, were approved.
Draft Resolution 3.4.311 (Cg-XI), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPINK 44, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained ill Appendix A to Document Gg-XIIPINK 44,
was approved.
58.

Atmospberic Research and Environment
Programme (agenda item 3.3) (Cg-XI/PINK 45)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 45 was submitted by
Mr Kulshrestha (co-chainnan of Committee B).
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The proposed amendments to the draft Third WMO
Long-term Plan, Part IT, Volume 3 - Atmospheric
Research and Environment Programme, contained in
Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPINK 45, were approved.
Draft Resolution 3.312 (Cg-XI), contained in
Appendix D to Document Cg-XTIPINK 45, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF FRAl"iCE. referring to paragraph
CONSIDERING (1) of draft Resolution 3.3/1 (Cg-Xl) in
Appendix C, requested that the phrase "anthropogenic
induced trends" be correctly rendered in French.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT said that the French
version would be aligned with the English.

Draft Resolution 3.311 (Cg-XI), contained in
Appendix C to Document Cg-XTIPINK 45, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF TIlE UNITED KINGDOM, refening
to paragraph 3.3.0.7 of Appendix B, proposed that the
word "as" in the second sentence should be replaced by

"and which is".
The DELEGATE OF BANGLADESH, referring to the
heading of section 3.3.5, suggested that the programme
acronym should be placed in parenthesis at the end of the
heading, for cOllsistency.
The DELEGATE OF JORDAN, refening to paragraph
3.3.5.2 of Appendix B, observed that many countries,
including developing countries, were implementing
weather modification programmes. The second sentence
of the paragraph might have the effect of discouraging the
financing of such programmes, which were particularly
important for arid countries. He therefore proposed that
the sentence should be deleted or, if it were maintained,
that the words "extent of the" should be inserted before
"efficacy".
The CO-CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE B pointed out
that the sentence had been included on the basis of scientific evidence; it was not intended to be a political
statement.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT suggested deletion of
"the efficacy of'.
The DELEGATE OF INDIA, speaking in his capacity
as co-chairman of the committee and as delegate of
India, said that the text had been arrived at after
considerable discussion in Committee B. It was a
statement of fact that there remained many questions
about the efficacy of international weather modification.
It would be incorrect, however, to delete the word
"efficacy" and state that there remained questions about
international weather modification. The te>,t should
therefore remain as it was.
The DELEGATE OF CYPRUS, referring to the same
sentence of the paragraph, suggested that "stated WMO
Members should emphasize activities" be replaced by
"stated that WMO Members should concen trate on
activities" .

The draft text for inc/usion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix B to Documem Cg-XIIPINK 45. as
amended by the delegates of the United Kingdom,
Bangladesh and Cyprus, was approved.

59.

Tropical Cyclone Programme (agenda item 3.1.8)
(Cg-Xl/PINK 46)
Document Cg-XI/PINK 46 was submitted by

Mr Kulshrestha (co-chairinan of Committee B).
Appendix C to Document Cg-XIIPINK 46, listing
proposed amendments to the draft Third Long-term Plan,
was approved.
Draft Resolution 3.1.8/1 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPINK 46, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF BANGLADESH proposed an
amendment to paragraph 3.1.8.1 of the draft text in
Appendix A, namely that the first sentence read:
"Congress was saddened by the news of the major disaster
caused by the tropical cyclone of 29-30 April 1991 in
Bangladesh" .

It was so agreed, and the draft text for inclusiol! in
the general summary, contained in Appendix A to
Document Cg-XIIPlNK 46, was adopted with that amendment.

The DELEGATE OF BANGLADESH then made a statement on the devastation wrought by the tropical cyclone
and the service rendered by the Bangladesh Meteorological Department (BMD).
The tropical cyclone had developed on 23 April
1990 as an innocent low-pressure area in the south-eastern
Bay of BengaL It then concentrated into a depression, with
central pressure falling by 3-4 hPa in the morning of
25 April. In line with local practice, BMD iSsued an alert
on 23 April and started issuing Special Weather Bulletins
from 25 April. From that point up to the time of the
cyclone's landfall and its crossing of the coast, BMD
issued a total of 29 such bulletins and disseminated them
as rapidly as possible to all the important listed recipients
such as radio and TV, the press, the Cyclone Preparedness
Programme, Relief Control of the Ministry of Relief and
Rehabilitation etc. BMD was able, in its Bulletin on
28 April, to pinpoint the time and landfall location of the
hurricane-strength cyclone, as well as its probable wind
speed and associated storm-surge height. On the basis of
the Special Weather Bulletins, the Government undertook
well-elaborated preparedness activities.
Despite that, when the cyclone struck the
Bangladesh coast it left devastation and suffering in its
trail. It grazed the entire south-eastern coast and made
landfall near the port city of Chittagong. As a result, the
area from Teknaf and Cox's Bazaar on the south-eastern
coast to Bhola, Patuakhali and Barisal on the north-eastern
coast suffered from the impact, which devastated 74
Upazillas in 13 districts.
As of the middle of May, the death-toll stood at
more than 138000 and the population affected amounted
to almost ten million; houses completely destroyed
numbered 780 000 and partially destroyed, 770000;
educational institutions totally destroyed, 3 000 and
partially destroyed, 3 700; embankments totally damaged
195 km and partially damaged 936 km; and 628 miles of
road and 156 bridges were also destroyed. In addition,

ELEVEN1H PLENARY MEETING

telecommunication systems and the seaport at Chittagong
were totally shattered by another killer cyclone a few days
later.
Within its technological and resource constraints,
BMD had succeeded in earning respect and credibility
by proving its capability to forewarn the population
of the exact timing of the impending catastrophic
cyclone.
On behalf of the Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh, he acknowledged the sympathy
shown to the population in its time of suffering by
Congress and by the Secretary·Generai. He also expressed
his sincere appreciation to Eleventh Congress on its timely
decision to set up a WMO Emergency Assistance Fund
within the WMO Technical Co·operation Programme, to
assist Members to meet their urgent needs in times of
emergency.
The FIRST VICE-PREsIDENT extended the sympathy
of Congress to the Government and people of Bangladesh
and, as recorded in the text for the general summary, its
congratulations to BDM for its fine work in providing
warning.
60.

World Climate Programme: Report of the
President of CCI (agenda item 3.2.0) (Cg-XI/
PINK 47)

63,

61.

World Climate Data Programme (agenda
item 3.2.1) (Cg-Xl/PINK48)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 48 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).
The proposed amendmellls to the Third WMO Longterm Plan, Part II, Volume 2 - World Climate Data
Programme, and to Part I of the Plan, contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 48, were approved.

The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA referred to the need for greater clarification in
paragraph 3.2.1.3 of Appendix A.
The CO-CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE B agreed that
the concern to avoid possible confusion was justifiable.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT suggested that
consideration of that part of the draft text should be
deferred.

World Climate Impact Studies Programme
(agenda item 3.2.3) (Cg-Xl/PINK 50)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 50 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).
The DELEGATE OF URUGUAY pointed out that the
Spanish version of paragraph 3.2.3.2 of the draft text to be
included in the general summary should be aligned to the
English version.
Subject to that (and correction of a typing mistake
in the English) the draft text for inclusion in the general
summary, contained in the appendix to Document
Cg-XIIPlNK 50, was approved.

64,

Climate Change Co-ordination Activities (agenda
item 3.2.5) (Cg-XI/PINK 51)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 51 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).
Draft Resolution 3.2.511 ICg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 51, was adopted
and the draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to the same document, was
approved.

65.

Document Cg-XI/PINK 47 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).
The draft textfor inclusion in the general summary,
cOlllained in the appendix to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 47,
was approved.
.
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Co-operation with the United Nations and other
organizations: International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction (IDNDR) (agenda item 9)
(Cg-XI/PINK 52)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 52 was submitted by
Ms Dowdeswell (co-chairman of Committee B).
The annex to draft paragraph 9.8 of the general
summary, contained in Appendix B to Document
Cg-XIIPlNK 52, was approved.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 52,
was approved.

66.

World Climate Research Programme (agenda
item 3.2.4) (Cg-XI/PINK 53)

Document Cg-XljPINK 53 was introduced by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B), who pointed
out that a footnote should be added to the draft resolution,
stating "This resolution replaces Resolution 10 (Cg-X),
which is no longer in force".
Draft Resolution 3.2.411 ICg-Xl), contained
in Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPINK 53, was
adopted.

It was so agreed.

62.

World Climate Applications Programme (agenda
item 3.2.2) (Cg-Xl/PINK 49)

The draft text for inclusion ill the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPINK 53,
was approved.

Document Cg-XljPINK 49 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chaionan of Committee B).

67.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix 10 Docwnent Cg-XIIPINK 49,
was approved.

Document Cg-XI/PINK 54 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).

Climate Change Co-ordination Activities (agenda
item 3.2.5) (Cg-XI/PINK 54)
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Draft Resolution 3,2.512 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 54, was adopted
and the text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to the same document, was
approved,
68.

Revision of the General Regulations (agenda
item 11.3) (Cg-Xi'/PINK 55)

Introducing Document Cg-XI/PINK: 55, Mr Mlenga
co-chainnan of Committee A, said that it was associated
with Document Cg-XI/PINK 19, REV, I (publications
Programme). Most of the subject matter had been
accepted by the committee, except for that covered by
paragraph 11.3.3 of the draft text for inclusion in the
general summary concerning the proposals to adopt
Portuguese as an official and working language of the
Organization. The subject had been discussed on three
occasions, on the last of which 21 delegates had supported
the entire text as given, including the sentence in square
brackets, and 16 had favoured deletion of that sentence. At
that stage, since he was reluctant to announce a conclusion
based purely on figures, he had preferred to submit the
.
issue to Congress.
At the FmsT VICE-PREsIDENT'S suggestion, it was
agreed to deal first with the other parts of the document.

Draft Resolution 11.311 (eg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 55, with its annex
comprising the proposed texts for new or amended
General Regulations, was adopted.
The FmsT ViCE-PRESIDENT invited comments on
Appendix A (text for inclusion in the general summary)
with the exception of paragraph 11.3.3.
The DELEGATE OF SPAIN wished to have on record a
mention of the Secretariat's comment at the Tenth Plenary
on the use of Spanish as a working Ianguage in Region VI.
The delegation had nothing to add in that respect, because
the matter was already covered under agenda item 3.7 and
did not call for any amendment to the General
Regulations.
The FIRST VICE-PREsIDENT noted that the point of
substance would be cons.idered when Document
Cg -XI/PINK 26 was examined.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE associated himself with
the comment made by the delegate of Spain regarding
working languages used in Regions III and IV.
He suggested that "a proposal" in the penultimate
line of paragraph 11.3.5 be replaced by "proposals".

It was so agreed.

He proposed two amendments to the text in paragraph 11.3.3. The first amendment, to the first sentence,
was intended to reflect the discussion in committee by
including a reference to the recommendation made by RA
I at Tenth Congress; the second was to insert the word
"extra-budgetary" before "funds" in the final sentence.

The first amendment was adopted,
Regarding the second, the CO-CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEE A thought that it might help because there
had in fact been a suggestion to establish some extra funding outside the regular budget.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT took it that the amendment was acceptable.
Referring to paragraph 11.3.5, the DELEGATE OF
FRANCE proposed to delete the words "which may otherwise
be made available for high priority programmes" at the endor
the fIrst sentence. He did not question the need for a system in
which the use of languages was efficient and economic so
there was no objection to the matter being studied by the
Executive CounciL But he pointedoutthat those who made
savings in WMO were those who used languages other than
their own, in other words when a meeting was held in English
only it was the non-English-mother-tongue nations who made
the effort; whereas English-speaking colleagues, particularly
in the Secretariat, were often incapable ofmaking that effort;
or unwilling to do so. The sentence implied that not enough
was being done in that direction, which he thought was going
toofar.
The DELEGATE OF SPAIN fully supported that
comment. The discussion in committee had been very
interesting and lively and was perhaps difficult to reflect
in a single paragraph. His delegation, with others, had
expressed the view that although iranslationimplied
expenditure, it was not appropriate to' try to make savings
by diminating interpretation and translation since that
might be detrimental to countries' participation. Savings
should be sought elsewhere, say in the Organization's
administrative practices. His delegation had also
mentioned particularly the fact that sometimes interpretation/translation was redundant and that the volume of
documentation was unnecessarily large.
For those reasons, the Spanish delegation believed
that the paragraph should include a sentence to the effect
that savings should not be limited to the interpretation and
translation sectors.
The second sentence of 11.3.5 would thus read:
" ... proposals to Cg-XII in order to consider possible
savings which could be made through simplication of
administrative tasks related to the activities of the

Organization.
Reverting to paragraph 11.3.3, the DELEGATE OF
PORTUGAL said he was pleased to have had the opportunity at Congress of using a language with such a long
history as Portuguese, He recalled the five-hundredth
anniversary of great discoveries such as the maritime way
to India and hoped, within the meteorological family, to
have the opportunity offinding the meteorological way for
the adoption of Portuguese as an official and working
language of the Organization.
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THE DELEGATE OF COLOMBIA agreed with both the
French and Spanish proposals. However, he wondered if
paragraph 11.3.5 was in the right place. Includiug it under
"Revision of the General Regulations" rather diluted its
importance: the implications were more for the
programme and budget
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT said that was a valid
point and perhaps some thought should be given as to
whether or not the paragraph was placed appropriately.
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The DELEGATE OF GERMANY said his delegation did
not agree with the two proposals. In their opinion, the
langnage problem was one which should be discussed by
the Executive Council. It was not merely a question of
favouring some or discriminating against other languages.
They believed that savings could be made by reducing
translation/interpretation costs, say by 5%, and that that
money should go into programmes.
The Spanish proposal was reasonable if it also
included a reference to problems associated with
languages, as well as administrative tasks. At present
10-15% of the budget was spent on languages and he did
not see how that could be reduced.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE repeated that he supported
the principle of the Executive Council studying the efficient
usage of languages; what he objected to was the implication
that savings could be made by limiting the number of transla·
tions and languages into which interpretation was provided,
and the money handed over to higher-priority programmes.
He, of course, welcomed the Spanish view that savings should
also be sought in other sectors (such as the time taken in
counting votes, for instance).
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT read out the proposed
amended version of paragraph 11.3.5, incorporating the
French, Spanish and German suggestions.
The DELEGATE OF SPAIN supported that version. It
had not been the intention to avoid the issue of costs
implied by the nse of several languages. He would not like
the emphasis to be shifted too much, because proposals
related to language problems would be submitted to
Twelfth Congress. Moreover, he would like to see a breakdown of savings indicated for each administrative task. It
would not be correct to point out how much it cost to use
various languages and not to state how much it cost to
hold meetings which were too large, too lengthy or
·produced too much documentation. For comparison
'purposes, figures must be given for all sectors.

The text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 55, as
amended, was approved.
The President took the chait:
69_

Publications Programme (agenda item 5.2)
(Cg-XI/PINK 19, REV. I) - contd.

Document Cg-Xl/PINK 19, REV. I, was submitted
by Mr Mlenga (co-chairman of Committee A).

Resolution 5.211 ICg-Xl) and the annex thereto,
contained in Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 19,
REV. 1, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
referring to paragraph 5.2.1 of Appendix A, pointed out that
the final sentence referred to the Public Information
Programme, which had already been covered in the draft text
contained in Cg -Xl/PINK 24. The two programmes should be
kept separate and the sentence deleted.
The DELEGATE OF SPAIN, referring to paragraph
5.2.2, said that in 1990-1991 eight publications had been
prepared in Spain at a cost of about US $240 000 and that
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it was expected that a larger number would be prepared in
1992-1993. He therefore suggested that the words "and
Spain" should be inserted after "Cuba".
In reply to a question by the DELEGATE OF
COLOMBIA concerning paragraph 5.2.4 and the text
contained in Document Cg-XI/PINK 55, the PREsIDENT
observed that they covered two different aspects documents and publications - which should be kept
separate. He therefore suggested that the text should
remain as it was in the English version and that the
Spanish version should be aligned with it.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Documellt Cg-XIIPlNK 19,
REV. 1, as amended, was approved.
70.

General review of the Technical Co-operation
Programme: United Nations Development
Programme, Voluntary Co· operation Programme,
and organization and fnnding of the Technical
Co-operation Programme (agenda items 4.1, 4.2,
4.3 and 4.4) (Cg-Xl/PINK 33)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 33 was submitted by
Ms Dowdeswell (co-chairman of Committee A).
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, referring to draft Resolution 4.3/1 (Cg-XI),
requested the updating of the title of the World Climate
Applications Programme and the amendment of
"BAPMoN stations" to read "Global Atmospheric Watch
stations" in paragraph DECIDES (2) (g) and (h) respectively.

Resolution 4.311 ICg-Xl), contained in Appendix C
10 Document Cg-XIIPlNK 33, as amended, was adopted.
In response to a comment by the DELEGATE OF JORDAN
concerning draft Resolution 4.2/1 (Cg-XI), paragraph
CONSIDERING FURTHER (2), the l'REsIDENT said that the
Arabic version would be aligned with the English.

Resolution 4.211 ICg-XI), contained in Appendix B
to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 33, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF THE NETHERLANDS, referring to
paragraph 4.4.5 of the draft text for inclusion in the
general summary, suggested that" 1983" in the penultimate sentence should be amended to read "1991".
The DIRECTOR OF THE ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT explained that the May 1983 date had been retained
in order that the Secretariat might maintain a certain flexibility in the management of technical co-operation
activities as had been the case in the past.
The PRESIDENT suggested that "salaries and
allowances as from 1 May 1983" should be replaced by
"salaries and allowances in the same way as applied as
from 1 May 1983".
Referring to paragraph 4.4.15, he pointed out that
"meteorological" in the final sentence should be corrected
to read "meteorology and".

The draft text for inclusion ill the general swnmary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 33, as
amended by the Presidellt was approved.
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IMO and WMO Prizes (agenda item 11.1)
(Cg-XI/PINK 57)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 57 was submitted by
Mr Mlenga (co-chainnan of Committee A).
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix to Document Cg-XlIPiNK 57,
was approved.
72.

Marine Meteorology and Associated Oceanographic Activities Programme: Report of the
president of CMM (agenda item 3.4.4)
(Cg-XI/PINK 58)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 58 was submitted by
Mr Kulshrestha (co-chainnan of Committee B), who drew
attention to an editorial amendment to be made to the
penultimate sentence of paragraph 3.4.4.9 of the text in
Appendix A and to a sentence to be inserted in paragraph
3.4.4.13 after the first sentence.
The proposed amendments to the draft Third Longtam Plan. Part fl. Volume 4, contained in Appendix F to
Document Cg-XlIPlNK 58. were approved.

Draft Resolutions 3.4.414.3.4.413 and 3.4.412
(Cg-XI). contained respectively in Appendices E,D and C
to Document Cg-XIIPTNK 58. were 01/ adopted.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE said that the French
version of CONSIDERING (3) of draft Resolution 3.4.4/1
(Cg-XI), in Appendix B. should be aligned to the English.

Draft Resolution 3.4.411 (Cg-XI). contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIiPiNK 58. was adopted.
In the draft text for inclusion in the general
smnmary (Appendix A), the DELEGATE OF DOMINICA said
that in paragraph 3.4.4.9 (in addition to the error already
pointed out. namely the replacement of "especially by
developing countries" by "especially for developing countries") the sentence should continue.'· ... to facilitate the full
implementation of GOOS."
The DELEGATES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND
DENMARK indicated editorial amendments to paragraphs
3.4.4.10 and 3.4.4.13.
The DELEGATE OF CAMEROON said that, in paragraph 3.4.4.13, it had been agreed in the French text to
delete the word "petits" in the penultimate sentence.
The new sentence read out earlier by the co-chairman
of Committee B ("It is planned tentatively that the fIrst such
course will commence around July 1992.") was approved.
The DELEGATE OF COLOMBIA said that in paragraph
3.4.4.21 he would like to have mention of support for
studies on EI Nino through the Joint Working Group
together with the Scientific Group (which consisted of
countries in the American Pacific area plus Chile. Peru.
Ecuador and Colombia. sponsored by the South Pacific
Permanent Commission).
The CO-CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE B said he had
no objection to that addition. and it was thus approved.

The draft text for inclusion In the general summary.
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 58.
was approved. with the above amendments.

73.

Proportional contributions of Members (agenda
item 10.2) (Cg-XI/PINK 60)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 60 was submitted by
Mr Mlenga (co-chairman of Committee A).
The DELEGATE OF URUGUAY, referring to draft
Resolution 10.2/2 (Cg-XI). observed that the English and
Spanish texts were conceptually different. He had difficulty in accepting the English text as it did not make
adequate provision for situations where. for example. in
accordance with the General Regulations, a Vice-President
might be required to replace the President in the Executive
Council but where the Member concerned had not paid its
contributions. Moreover, for example. where in a Region
there were, for three offices, two candidates having paid
their contributions and two not having done so, it would
not be possible to fill the minimum of three offices. In
such cases, the Region would be penalized. Therefore,
while he could agree in principle with the measure
proposed. the text as it stood left something to be desired.
The DELEGATE OF DOMINICA observed that the
matter had been discussed at length in the committee. It
should be noted that the provision would not apply if
Article 13 of the Convention were not met; therefore each
Region would be entitled to three offIces. irrespective of
the payment of contributions. It was also stated in the
committee that those persons already elected were legitimately entitled to complete their full term of office. The
draft resolution was regarded as an incentive to
Governments wishing to promote their representatives to
WMO office. to meet their obligations.
The DELEGATE OF SUDAN. referring to paragraph
DECIDES (1). requested clarifIcation in respect of Members
failing to meet financial obligatious and who would not
receive publications of the Organization free of charge.
The PREsIDENT said. in explanation, that the question of receiving operational documents was a matter for
the Executive Council and it was therefore not appropriate
to refer to it in the draft resolution under consideration.
The DELEGATE OF EGYPT observed that the words
"representatives of Members" was used in the draft resolution; as members of the Executive Council were elected in
their personal capacity, he suggested that a phrase such as
"persons belonging to a Member of the Organization"
might be more appropriate.
On the question of terms of office in the context of
Members' fInancial obligations. he proposed insertion of an
additional paragraph after DECIDES (1) to read: "Those
who are elected to the posts mentioned in DECIDES (1) of
this resolution may keep their posts in accordance with Rule
11 of the General Regulations, even though the Member
countries to which they belong may lose their eligibility to
Membership in the Organization".
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE called for the meeting to
be suspended in accordance with General Regulation 101.
The PRESIDENT invited the delegate of France to
convene the delegates of Dominica. Egypt. Mali and
Uruguay to meet to discuss the matter prior to the next
Plenary meeting.

The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE TWELFTH PLENARY MEETING
23 May 1991 at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting was called 10 order a19.45 a.m.
The FIRST VICE' PRESIDENT announced that
Document Cg-XIJPINK 64 had been distributed the previous day, in time to meet the 18-hour deadline specified in
General Regulation 107. Appendix C to that document, a
table showing details of the budget, had been distributed
later in Document Cg-XI/PINK 64, ADD. 1 but would not
be included in the abridged report.
74.

Sixth report of the Credentials Committee
(agenda item 1.5) (Cg-XIJPINK 68)

The chairman of the Credentials Committee
presented the sixth report of the Credentials Committee.

The sixth report of the Credentials Commillee,
contained in Docwnent Cg-XIIPINK 68, was approved.
(It was decided to defer discussion of Document
Cg·XI/pINK 60 until a draft text could be made available
to Congress reflecting the consensus reached in the working group chaired by Mr Lebeau).

75.

World Climate Data Programme (agenda
item 3.2.1) (Cg-Xl/PINK 48) - contd.

. The FiRsT VICE-PREsmENT reminded Congress that
the one outstanding matter to be dealt with in Document
Cg-Xl/PINK 48 was paragraph 3.2.1.3 oIthe draft text
contained in Appendix A. The proposed amendmenIB.to
the Third Long-tenn Plan, contained in Appendix B, had
already been approved, but the term "Baseline dataset
fabrication" in the eighth line of the text was open to
misinterpretation and a better term could possibly be
found.
The DELEGATE OF TIlE UNITED STATES suggested
that, to clarify the role of the WMO Climate Change
Detection Panel, lines 3 to 5 of paragraph 3.2.1.3 of
Appendix A should be redrafted to read" ... and endorsed a
proposal to form a WMO Climate Change Detection Panel
comprising a small core group to provide regular authoritative reports on interpretation and applicability of
databases for the detection of climate change on regional
and global scales. Congress recognized the".
The problematic phrase in Appendix B simply
required deletion of the word "fabrication".
It was so agreed.

The draftlext for inclusion in the general summmy,
colllained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 48, as
amended, was approved.

76.

Regional activities; Reports of presidents of
regional associations (agenda item 3.7.1)
(Cg-XI/PINK 26) - contd.

The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT said that, following
consultations, in particular between the delegates of Spain
and of France, the following text had been proposed for
insertion as a new paragraph immediately following paragraph 3.7.1.6 of the text contained in the appendix:
"Congress noted that notification had been given according to General Regulation 117 by the presidents of
Regional Associations III and IV regarding the use of
French as a working language in these Regions, as well as
by the president of Regional Association VI regarding the
use of Spanish as a working lauguage iu Regional
Association VI, during the eleveuth financial period.
Consequently, Congress requested the Secretary-General
to take appropriate action to ensure the implementation of
the above requests for sessions of the relevant regional
.associations during the eleventh financial period." The
subsequent paragraphs should be renumbered accordingly.

The proposed amendment was approved.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT reminded Congress of
the amendment to paragraph 3.7.1.5 by the delegate of
Kenya (cf. Cg-XI/MIN.I0, paragraph 42) .
The DELEGATE OF DOMINICA; referring to the final
sentence of paragraph 3.7.1.12 of the draft text contained
in the appendix, suggested the insertion of a comma and
the word "Iocaiions" following the word "rules".

It was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
colllained in the appendix to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 26,
as amended, was approved.
77.

Co-operation with the United Nations and
other organizations; International Decade for
Natnral Disaster Rednction (agenda item 9)
(Cg-XI/PINK 52) - cOlltd.

The FiRST VICE-PRESIDENT recalled that Congress
had completed iIB work on Document Cg-XI/PINK 52 but,
as promised, invited the delegate of Iceland to make a
statement.
The DELEGATE OF ICELAND, referring to paragraph
1.1 of the text contained in Appendix B of Document
Cg-XI/PINK 52, felt that the listing of natural disasters
might be somewhat incomplete. As an example, some
extra-tropical cyclones were extremely dangerous, at least
locally or regionally. While figures could be misleading,
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so many lives in Iceland had been lost at sea in the period
1947-1980, mainly as a result of high winds, that in
proportion to population the number would have corresponded to some 14 million people globally or about
300 oao in Bangladesh alone. During the same period,
tropical cyclones - correctly considered to be the most
devastating meteorological phenomena - had actually
killed sao 000 people globally.
The danger of extratropical cyclones in Iceland

was taken so seriously that all the year round it was
obligatory for every vessel at sea to report its position
twice a day to a Safety Centre in Reykjavik in order
to facilitate rescuc in case of emergency. (About 10% of
the population of Iceland had some relative or
family member who would be at sea most days
throughout the year; the level of danger could therefore
be appreciated).
By doing its utmost to reduce those heavy losses,
the Icelandic weather service was participating in natural
disaster reduction. Forecasts and warnings were issued
every three hours, day and night, and 30-40 ships transmitted regular weather observations. In Spring 1991, the
weather service, in co-operation with the Safety Centre,
had started routinely to gather simple wind reports from as
many boats as necessary, during their twice-daily reporting of position, to provide a detailed wind analysis of the
fishing banks. That effective system was easy to operate
and maintain. A weather radar had been installed in
Iceland in the path of most approaching cyclones at a cost
per person equivalent to tIm! of some 200 weather radars
in a country of 50 million inhabitants.
The journalists of the world were rarely excited by
the loss in accidents of single unknown lives, even if such
cases added up to horrifying totals. Perhaps matters should
be looked at from a different point of view. If all the traffic
accidents in the world over five years unexpectedly
occurred on the same day, the newspaper and television
headlines could easily be imagined. The loss, sorrow and
suffering would nevertheless be the same as if the accidents had been distributed over 2 aoo days. Fortunately in many countries at least - the weather services were
striving to reduce the high number of road accidents by
providing adequate warnings of icy roads, snow, fog and
other dangerous traffic conditions, in addition to the other
public safety arrangements. In Iceland, such warnings
were part of natural disaster reduction. While it was not
appropriate to propose an amendment concerning natural
disaster reduction, since the relevant text had already been
approved by Congress under consideration of Document
Cg-XI/PINK 52, he hoped that his comments would be
recorded in the minutes of the meeting.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT said that the statement
would be reproduced ill extellso, and would certainly be
borne in mind by Congress in its review of the Plan of
Action.
78 •. WMO Satellite Activities (agenda item 3.1.7)
(Cg-XI/PINK 61)
Document Cg-XI/PINK 61 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).

The proposed amendments to the draft Third WMO
LOlIg-term Plan, Part II, Volume 1, contained in
Appendix C to Document Cg-XIIPINK 61, were
approved.
Draft Resolution 3.1.711 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-X1IPINK 61, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE stressed that the

forthcoming Executive Council should pay particular
attention to satellite activities in order to ensure that the
investment of time and financial resources in satellites
was not wasted. WMO's presence and role in that area
should not be jeopardized by the fact that the Executive
Council did not have adequate documentation on the
subject.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT said that the members
of the Executive Council elect, present at the meeting,
would take note of that comment. He thanked Mr Lebeau
for his work as chairman of the former EC Panel of
Experts on Satellites.
The DELEGATE OF SAUDI ARABIA underlined the
importance of satellites in observing meteorological
phenomena over land and sea and in the upper air. In
future satellites operating on the other side of the moon
would pennit improved data and observations.

The draft text for inc/usion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 62,
was approved.
79.

Agricnltural Meteorology Programme: Report of
the President of CAgM (agenda item 3.4.2)
(Cg-XI/PINK 62)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 62 was submitted by
Mr Kulshrestha (co-chairman of Committee B).
The FiRST VICE-PRESIDENT announced that various
linguistic amendments had been handed in to the
Secretariat with a view to aligning the French text of the
document with the English version.
The proposed amendments to the draft Third WMO
Long-term Plan, Part lJ, Volume 4, contained in Appendix
C to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 62, were approved.

Draft Resolution 3.4.211 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 62, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF ALGERIA, referring to paragmph
3.4.2.9 of the draft text contained in Appendix A, said that
the second sentence referred to activities to combat desert
locusts following the invasions of 1987 and 1988, and
suggested that it be amended to read: "Congress noted
with appreciation the efforts made by the countries
directly affected by the invasion of locusts from 1987 to
1988 and the support given by France ......

It was so agreed.
The DELEGATE OF BURKINA FASO, also referring to
paragraph 3.4.2.9, said that mention should also be made
of other types of locusts.
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The FIRST VICE.-PRESIDENT suggested that the
fourth sentence of that paragraph be amended to read:
"Congress supported the extension of these activities to
other pests, including all forms of locusts."

It was so agreed.
In reply to the DELEGATE OF MALI, the PRESIDENT
OF CAGM confirmed that editorial changes to be made
would clarify the French version of paragraph 3.4.2.11 of
the draft text.
Following a query by the DELEGATE OF
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, the FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT pointed
out that, in the first sentence of paragraph 3.4.2.11 of the
draft text contained in Appendix A, a comma should be
inserted between "zoning of crops" and "application to
crop".
The DELEGATE OF PORTUGAL, referring to
paragraph 3.4.2.11, proposed that the last sentence be
amended to read: " ... forest fire prevention and
management ... ".

II was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XlIPINK 62, as
amended, was approved.
80.

World Climate Programme and its co-ordination
(agenda item 3.2.5) (Cg-XI/PINK 63)
Document Cg-XI/PINK 63 was submitted by
Mr Lebeau (co-chairman of Committee B).
The DELEGATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, referring to the draft resolution contained in
Appendix B, suggested that the words "and approve" be
deleted from "REQUESTS the Executive Council (1)".

It was so agreed.
The DELEGATE OF GERMANY suggested that the
words "to review co-ordination of and consider
appropriate means for provision of adequate resources
for the WCP" be deleted from the end of "REQUESTS
the Secretary- General (3)".

It was so agreed.
The DELEGATE OF TIlE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
•
had understood that the deleted phrase ought to have
referred to "means for co-ordination".
MR KULSHRESTIIA (co-chairman of Committee B)
welcomed the deletion of the phrase, as suggested by the
delegate of Germany, since the deleted words were merely
a repetition of "DECIDES (6)" above. The latter provision
should, however, be amended to read: " ... to review the
means for co-ordination ... 11.
It was so agreed.

The DELEGATE OF TIlE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
suggested the deletion of the words "and to report to the
forty-fourth session of the Executive Council" at the end
of "REQUESTS the Secretary-General (4)".

It was so agreed.
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Draft Resolution 3.2.515 ICg-XI), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 63, as amended,
was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF THE NETHERLANDS, referring to
paragraph 3.2.5.47 of the draft text contained in Appendix
A, said that the second sentence should be amended to
read" ... review the means of co-ordination ... ", in line with
the similar amendment made to the draft resolution.

It was so agreed.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 63, as
amended, was approved.
81.

Consolidated programme and budget 1992-1995
(agenda item 8) (Cg-XI/PINK 64 and PINK 64,
ADD. I)

MR KULSHRESTHA (co-chairman of Committee B)
introduced Documents Cg-XI/PINK 64 and PINK 64,
ADD. I, noting that the annex to the draft resolution
(appearing as Appendix C in Document Cg-XI/PINK 64)
should be re-Iabelled Appendix B, page 3. Appendix C
contained a table showing details of the budget and had
been circulated in Document Cg-XI/PINK 64, ADD.!.
Two corrections should be made to that table: on page 12,
the designation of section 3700 should be amended to read
"Sessions of regional associations and staff - institutional
support to regional programmes", and the entire line
immediately below, starting "3701", should be deleted;
and on page 13, the designation of section 3713 should be
amended to read "Regional Office for the Americas".
He recalled that the item had been discussed in
detail by the committee and drew attention, in particular,
to the position taken by the delegation of Mexico, as
reflected in paragraph 3 on the cover page of Document
Cg-XI/PINK 64. In Committee B, an informal show of
hands had resulted in 97 delegations in favour of approving the budget and one delegation - the delegation of
Mexico - against.

The table showing details of budget proposals for
the eleventhfinanciat period, contained in Appendix C to
Document Cg-XlIPINK 64, ADD. 1, as amended, was
approved.
In reply to a question by the DELEGATE OF FRANCE,
the Chief of the Finance and Budget Division said that
expenditure for GCOS was included under budget
sections 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4 and 3.5 (cf. Doc. Cg-XI/Doc. 11,
ADD. 1, App. B).
The DELEGATE OF MEXICO recalled that during
discussions in the Programme and Budget Suh-committee
and subsequently, the delegation of Mexico had expressed
its difficulty in accepting the maximum expenditures
proposed for the Organization's eleventh financial period.
Since the Government of Mexico was not in a position
to take on new economic commitments, it would be iIresponsible to accept a budget increase from Sfr 170 million
(previous financial period) to Sfr 236 million for the next
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period, under the full-budgeting provision. The Government
was already finding it difficult to meet existing commitments
to WMO and other international organizations.
At a time of economic crisis in developing countries, the decision of Congress to approve a budget which
in practice meant an almost 40% increase in contributions
from Member countries was unrealistic, since it betrayed
the basic principle according to which the budgets of
international organizations reflected the real economic
possibilities of their Members.
Under those conditions, the delegation of Mexico
could not approve the draft resolution on maximum
expenditures of WMO. Despite its opposition, it recognized how much would have to be done by the
Organization as a result of the new, high-priority activities
before i~ both currently and in the future.
For that reason the delegation of Mexico was
prepared to refrain from ca\ling for a vote on the draft
resolution as long as it could be sure that its opinions on
that point were included in the general summary of the
abridged final report of Eleventh Congress and that there
was no change to paragraph 8.8 of the draft text proposed,
in which the position of the delegation of Mexico was
made clear.
Nevertheless, the delegation of Mexico did not wish
to stand in the way of approval of the programme and
budget (although it did not go along with the consensus),
and wished to reconfirm in plenary its opinion on item 3
of the discussion, on item 8.8 of general information and
its statement.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT said that those remarks
would appear in extenso in the minutes of the meeting.
The DELEGATE OF mE USSR shared the misgivings
expressed by the delegate of Mexico regarding the difficulties that countries might face in fulfilling their
obligations.
While supporting the concept of "zero-real growth"
for the 1992-1995 budget and the change-over to fuH
budgeting, the delegation of the USSR considered it
essential to prevent a budgetary increase of more than 5%
per year, taking into account inflation and other increases
in costs.
The nominal increase in the budget over that of the
tenth financial period would represent a considerable
amount and the delegation of the USSR could not support
it. Moreover, it considered that the almost 40% increase in
finances provided by WMO Member countries compared
with the tenth financial period would undoubtedly make it
very difficult for them to meet their financial commitments.
Given the formal adherence to the principle of zeroreal growth, as weH as the switch-over to fuH budgeting
(which entailed a cOlresponding adjustment to expenditrue
levels, not excluding the current financial period), the
delegation of the USSR had in Committee B abstained from
voting for the proposed maximum expenditures.
The delegation of the USSR wished also to stress
the need for the Executive Council and the SecretaryGeneral to ensure practical annual planning for WMO
activities based on close co-operation between the scien-

tific and technical programmes and the Long-term Plans,
whilst adhering to a strict economic policy and guaranteeing the priority programmes and tasks approved by
Eleventh Congress.
The delegate requested that the above views be
recorded in the minutes of the meeting.
The DELEGATE OF CANADA endorsed the progress
made by Congress in the difficult matter of programme
and budget. First, she said, the adoption of full budgeting
should improve WNlO's ability to manage effectively the
programme and budget for the fuH financial period and
avoid "surprises" for Member States. Second, the adoption.
of a zero-real-growth budget reflected current global
economic realities. It had imposed the serious
consideration of priorities among the many meteorological
and hydrological activities the Organization would wish to
undertake. She noted with satisfaction that for the eleventh
financial period the percentage of the budget devoted to
scientific and technical programmes had increased,
indicating the priority attached by WMO to the World
Weather Watch and the World Climate Programme, while
the essential Education and Training Programme had been
maintained.
Those steps, although not perfect, attempted to integrate the discussions of Congress about emerging
priorities with budget and programme considerations. The
delegation of Canada was confident that, nnder the guidance of the Financial Advisory Committee and the
Executive Council, and with the continning co-operation
of the Secretariat, progress would continue to be made in
designing a genuine process of priority-setting and appropriate aHocation of resources. That would serve the
Organization well.
The FIRsT VICE-PRFSIDENT said that those comments
would be reflected in the minutes of the meeting.

Draft Resolution 8/1 (Cg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-Xl/PINK 64, was adopted.
The DELEGATE OF KENYA, referring to paragraph 8.8
of the text contained in Appendix A, said that the sentence
"However, one delegation was opposed to this decision"
was not only an inappropriate type of statement to be
included in the general summary but might give rise to
confusion over the identity of the delegation concerned
He therefore suggested that it be deleted and a statement
by the delegation concerned included in the minutes.
The DELEGATE OF MEXICO reiterated that his delegation had refrained from calling for a vote on the draft
resolution on the understanding that its position was made
clear. As his delegation had stated earlier, during discussion in the committee, explicit mention of Mexico would
be acceptable. He earnestly requested that the sentence be
maintained.
The DELEGATE OF EcuADOR stressed the right of the
delegation of Mexico to have its views clearly recorded.
The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT thanked the delegation
of Mexico for the restraint it had shown. It was not
customary to include such sentences in the general
summary, and still less to mention the name of a particular
country. The minutes of the meeting would make it
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abundantly clear which delegation had opposed the decision on the budget. He appealed to delegates to allow the
text to remain as it stood.
MR KULSHRESTHA (co-chairman of Committee B)
endorsed those remarks.
The DELEGATES OF KENYA, MALAWI AND MALI
considered that, to avoid any possible misunderstanding,
explicit mention should be made of Mexico.
The DELEGATE OF MALI felt that, given that the
unusual step was to be taken of including such a sentence,
tradition could further be broken by identifying the delegation concerned. It was not certain that those reading the
text would also have the opportunity of studying the
minutes of the meeting.

[t was agreed that the sentence would be amended
to read: "However, the delegation of Mexico was opposed

to this decision."
The DELEGATE OF GERMANY, referring to paragraph
8.11 (b) of the text contained in Appendix A, suggested
that, for clarity, the second and third sentences should be
transposed and amended to read: "This number includes
three unclassified posts. The Executive Council is authorized to adjust the present number of 12 posts in Grades
D.2 and D.l at the request of the Secretary-General and in
the light of the developments, to meet with the programme
requirements of the Organization."
It was so agreed.

The draft text for inclusion in the general summary.
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-lXIPlNK 64, as
amended, was approved.
82.

Proportional contributions of Members (agenda
item 10.2) (Cg-XI/PlNK 60 and PlNK 60, ADD. 1)
-contd.

Document Cg-XI/PINK 60 was submitted by
Mr Mlenga (co-chairman of Committee A) and Document
Cg-XI/PlNK 60, ADD. 1 by Mr Lebeau (chairman of the
Working Group on draft Resolution 10.2/2 (Cg-XI)).
The DELEGATE OF THE NETHERLANDS pointed out
that in Table II of Annex 2 to draft Resolution 10.2/1
(Cg-XI) (page 6 of Appendix B) the bracketed text and
asterisk in the second column and the corresponding footnote should be deleted.
The DELEGATE OF ALGERIA stated that his delegation had examined Document Cg-XI/PINK 60 with the
attention it deserved. While pleased at the changes that
had taken place in the composition of the Organization
and the arrival of new Members, which represented a step
further towards the principle of universality to which
WMO aspired, his delegation could not omit to point out
that Algeria was one of the very same developing countries to see its contribution revised upwards when it could
even have expected it to be reduced. Without wishing to
influence the adoption of the scale of proportional contributions by the Organization, the delegation of Algeria felt
impelled to comment at that junctore and requested that its
statement be recorded in the minutes.
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The FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT confirmed that that
would be done.

Draft Resolution 10.211 ICg-Xl), contained in
Appendix B to Cg-XlIPlNK 60, with its Annex 2 appropriately amended, was adopted.
MR LEBEAU (chairman of the Working Group on
draft Resolution 10.2/2 (Cg-XI)) said that the working
group proposed the following amendments: the deletion
of the last sentence of paragraph 10.2.10 of Annex A to
Document Cg-XI/PINK 60 - to avoid repeating the
substance of operative paragraph DECIDES (2) of draft
Resolution 10.2/2 (Cg-XI), contained in Appendix C,
REV. 1 to Document Cg-Xl/PlNK 60, ADD. 1; and, in the
same resolution, the replacement of "elective" by
"elected" and of "INSlRUCTS the Secretary- General" by
"REQUESTS the Secretary-General".

[t was so agreed.
The FIBST VICE-PREsIDENT suggested deleting the
word "State" in the first and penultimate lines of
DECIDES (2), since WMO Members comprised both
States and Territories.
It was so agreed.

The DELEGATE OF SUDAN suggested adding the
words ", except for operational publications" at the end of
DECIDES (1) (c).
The FIRST VICE-PREsIDENT assured him that was
unnecessary, as the rule did not apply to operational publications.
The DELEGATE OF PAKISTAN, with reference to
DECIDES (3), requested information regarding the procedure for appeal.
MR LEBEAU (chairman of the Working Group on
DraftResolution 10.2/2 (Cg-XI)) explained that a vote by
correspondence would be held in accordance with the
normal rules. The application of the existing regulations
would be adequate.
The DELEGATE OF NICARAGUA regretted lhat her
delegation had been unable to participate in the discussion
on draft Resolution 10.2/2 (Cg-XI).
She considered the measures punitive and counterproductive for countries such as her own, experiencing
serious difficulties due to the financial crisis. The draft
resolution implied that the reason for non-payment was
irresponsibility, which in the case of Nicaragua was far
from true. She requested that her statement be recorded in
the minutes.
The DELEGATE OF URUGUAY said that he would
submit corrections to the Spanish text to the Secretariat.
The DELEGATE OF FRANCE, referring to the paragraph (3) of draft Resolution 10.2/2 (Cg-XI), pointed out
that, should a Member envisage that it might be unable to
pay its contribution, it had the possibility to appeal before
relinquishing its rights.

Draft Resolution 10.212 ICg-Xl), contained in
Appendix C, REV. 1 to Document Cg-XlIPlNK 60,
ADD. 1 , as amended, was adopted.
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The draft text for inclusion in the general summGlY,
cOlltained in Appendix A to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 60, as
amended, was approved.
83.

Review of the previous Congress resolntions
(agenda item 11.4) (Cg-XI/PINK 59)
Docnment Cg-XljPINK 59 was submitted by

Mr Mlenga (co-chairman of Committee A).
Draft Resolution 11.411 I Cg-Xl) , contained in
Appendix B to Document Cg-XIIPlNK 59, was adopted.
The draft text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in Appendix A to Document Cg-Xl/PINK 59,
was approved.
The President took the chair.
84.

Place and date of Twelfth Congress (agenda
item 14) (Cg-XI/PINK 66)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 66 was submitted by the
President.

The text for inclusion in the general summary,
contained in the appendix to Document Cg-Xl/PINK 66.
was approved.
85.

Closure of the session (agenda item 15)
(Cg-Xl/PINK 67)

Document Cg-XI/PINK 67 was submitted by the
President.

Subject to the insertion of the time and date of
closure of the session, Ihe text for inclusion in the general
summary, COll/ained in the appendix to Document
Cg-XIIPlNK 67, was approved.
The FiRsT VIcE-PRESIDENT expressed the sincere
appreciation of all participants to the President for his
leadership of WMO through the previous and coming
financial periods, and for the remarkable spirit of cooperation and conciliation he had generated within the
Organization. The fact that Eleventh Congress had been
characterized by a willingness to find solutions, by
conciliation and by a total lack of aggression on the part
of both countries and individuals was a great tribute to
the way in which the President had conducted the
proceedings. On behalf of the entire Congress. he
congratulated the President.
The PREsIDENT thanked the First Vice-President for
his kind words.
The SECRETARy-GENERAL congratulated Congress
on completing its tasks in a timely manner. As Congress
had noted, the previous four years had seen WMO become
a focal point, in the eyes of Government leaders, scientists
and the public sector, on m,yor global issues, including the
possible impacts of climate change, the deterioration of
the ozone layer, the degradation of the physical environment and the severe impacts of natural disasters of all
kinds.

The adoption of the Third Long -term Plan
confirmed the determination of WMO and its individual
Members to pursue those activities for the economic and
social benefit of all countries of the world. Congress had
also agreed on the programme and budget to meet the
responsibilities of the Organization for the next four years.
The Secretary-General believed that the decisions
taken by Congress had laid down the necessary policies
to ensure that WMO would meet the mounting
challenges in the coming years. The collective wisdom of
Congress, as reflected in its deliberations and decisions,
would be important guidance both for the Executive
Council and for himself. He therefore thanked all
participants for the excellent manner in which the affairs
of Congress had been conducted. Consensus on a wide
range of complex issues had been satisfactorily achieved
through a spirit of goodwill and co-operation, which he
considered a hallmark of the Organization and the
foundation of its strength. He thanked all those who
served in various capacities, for carrying out their work
satisfactorily.
Addressing the President, the Secretary-General
thanked him for the assistance which he had provided to
him personally and to the Secretariat as a whole over the
previous years, and especially during Congress. He looked
forward to, and indeed would depend upon, the President's
continued support and advice during the eleventh financial
period. He thanked equally the three Vice-Presidents,
making special mention of Mr Houghton, who, as Third
Vice-President, had worked tirelessly with the good of the
Organization only at heart. Mr Houghton would be sorely
missed in the Bureau but the Secretary-General was confident that the Organization would be able to call upon his
services as required in the future. The Secretary-General
also welcomed the new Third Vice-President, Mr Lebeau,
and extended his thanks to the other members of the
Executive Council for their services to the Organization.
He expressed special gratitude to those leaving the
Council and extended a warm welcome to new members.
He also thanked the presidents of the regional associations
and the technical commissions for their contributions and
advice.
As Secretary-General, he was fully conscious of
the responsibilities placed upon him through his reappointment and he pledged his continued full
commitment to the achievement of the aims and purposes
of the World Meteorological Organization.
The Secretary-General proceeded to thank all the
WMO Secretariat staff, who had worked constantly with
purpose and dedication to meet the expectations and
responsibilities placed upon them, and took the opportunity to thank those speakers who had complimented the
Secretariat and himself. Their words of thanks were
warmly appreciated.
In conclusion he thanked the Swiss and Geneva
authorities for their continued support, repeated his thanks
to everyone concerned and wished the delegates a safe
return to their respective countries.
The PREsIDENT thanked the First Vice-President and
the Secretary-General for their courtesies and all those
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who had worked so hard to make the Congress a success.
He paid special tribute to Messrs Zillman, Alaimo and
Houghton for their invaluable support and assistance as
Vice-Presidents, with a particular word of thanks to the
First Vice-President for replacing him so ably during his
indisposition. Thanks were also due to the members of the
Co-ordinating Committee and the chairmen of the various
committees set up during the session, to the Executive
Council members, the presidents of the regional associations and technical commissions, the chairmen of working
groups and rapporteurs, and finally all who had participated in Eleventh Congress and who had contributed to
the discussion and successful conclusion of its work.
He had been impressed by both the achievements of
the session and its atmosphere, characterized by industry,
consultation, co-operation, and solidarity. Dedication and
singleness of purpose had triumphed in the search for
peace and progress of all mankind.
Highlights of Eleventh Congress had been the
adoption of the Third Long-term Plan; approval of the
programme and budget; establishment of WMO's role in
global climate issues and the environment; the priority
focused on the development of national Services,
particularly in the developing countries; and
the election of the Bureau, Executive Council members,
the Secretary-General and himself. All those elected
would make every effort to ensure that Members would
play their full role and derive full benefit from WMO
programmes and activities.
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The coming financial period would see significant
strengthening of the WMO programmes, particularly
concerning climate issues. The Organization also had a
key role to play in the IDNDR and in the preparations for
UNCED. The full support of each Member was indispensable; the President stressed the necessity for permanent
representatives to convince their Governments and the
public sector of the crucial role of, and benefits to be
gained from, Meteorological and Hydrological Services.
He concluded by thanking personally the interpreters and those who had provided documentation and
support to the session, as well as the Swiss and Geneva
authorities for their hospitality and the excellent facilities
provided. He looked forward to collaborating with the
Organization with the aim of achieving its goals: growing
recognition, a high reputation, a new image - and, hopefully, a new Secretariat building. He expressed his
gratitude for the trust and support demonstrated by
Congress in re-electing him to the Presidency. Despite his
18 years' participation in WMO activities, he was aware of
his incomplete knowledge and experience; he would
endeavour to expand them over the coming four years,
and, with the support of the Vice-Presidents, the
Secretary-General and the Secretariat, would strive
towards new achievements in international meteorology.
He was confident that the outlook for Twelfth Congress
was excellent. He wished all delegates a safe retunl.
The President declared the Eleventh World
Meteorological Congress closed at 1.17 p.m.
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