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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim
Mr. President,
Secretary General of the WMO,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Assalamu Alaikum and Good Afternoon to you all.
I express my sincere thanks to the President of the World Meteorological Congress and
the Secretary General of the World Meteorological Organization for inviting me to speak before
the 16th WMC. It is indeed a pleasure for me to address this august gathering today on an issue
very close to my heart- climate change.
I congratulate the WMO for making the world aware of the impacts of climate change,
and the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) for its success so far in climate
talks. I participated in the 3rd World Climate Conference, on my first visit abroad to an
international conference, after assuming the office of Prime Minister in 2009. It was because I
was keen to draw the attention of the world to Bangladesh’s dire predicament with climate
change. In the 3rd WCC, we took a resolve for collective action to save our planet, followed by
the hope rekindled, for a consensus in Copenhagen, and then keeping our faith alive for working
collectively in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and halting global warming, in Cancun.
I also congratulate the Co-Chairs of the High Level Task Force for their timely
presentation of the report on the Global Framework for Climate Services as was mandated in
Geneva during the 3rd WCC. The implementation of GFCS would be a significant step to our
collective efforts in combating the impacts of climate change. It would be an essential first step
in improving our ability to predict climate, and to help users incorporate the information into
their decision making. GFCS needs, therefore, to operate at global, regional and national levels.
There is also merit in establishing the Inter-Governmental Board on Climate Services with
membership of all countries.
However, vital is adequate allocation of fund for capacity building in vulnerable
countries. Industrialized countries with historic responsibility for climate change challenges,
must generously invest fund for adaptation, and for easy access of green technology at an
affordable price, to vulnerable economies. In fact, all countries should assume their due
responsibility though it falls heavily on industrialized countries. The fund we envisage should be
adequate, sustainable, and easily accessible to meet the full cost of adaptation. Contribution to
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this fund should be over and above the usual ODA, based on population and vulnerability ratio.
This climate fund must be made operational soon.
Today, climate change poses a serious challenge to human existence. Among the
frontline countries confronted by the impacts of climate change, stands Bangladesh. For several
decades we have been experiencing the gradual increase, frequency and erratic pattern of floods,
river erosion, cyclones, earthquake murmurs, tidal bores, encroachment of salinity in the low
lying coastal areas due to sea rise, and desertification. These natural disasters have been
threatening our food, water and health security, biodiversity, ecological balance, as well as
diminishing livelihood options and income levels.
Thus, ever since Bangladesh’s independence in 1971, we spent over US $10 Billion on
adaptation like flood management schemes, protection of river banks, cyclone shelters, polders,
and elevation of road levels. These were done by diverting fund allocated for development
priorities, thereby, slowing them down, as well as MDGs. Yet we have registered GDP growth
rate of 6% for the last decade, and remained on course to achieving the MDG targets by 2015.
This is due to the ingenuity, resilience and hard work of our people for achieving “Sonar
Bangla”- where they would live dignified lives as envisioned by the Father of the Nation,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman..
Bangladesh is a negligible emitter of green house gases and yet is among its worst
victims. For our preservation, we have adopted a 134 point Climate Change Strategy and Action
Plan. Though there is no international regime to bind us with mitigation obligations, we are
carrying out our moral responsibility. We are changing our agricultural practices, developing
crops attuned to climate change, covering 20% of our land with forests by 2015 to create a large
carbon sink, and following a low carbon path to development with renewable energy covering
5% of our energy requirement by 2015, and 10% by 2020.
Among our major adaptive measures is capital dredging of our rivers to ensure flow of
water and to enhance navigability; strengthening coastal belts with mangrove plantations,
modernizing disaster management system with people’s participation; expanding social safety
net programs and creating jobs. Without waiting for assistance from others, we are using fund
from our own Climate Change Trust Fund established with US $200 Million. Besides, a MultiDonor Trust Fund with the support of our development partners has been established. The
amounts are, however, meager in comparison to the needs.
Bangladesh is most vulnerable to climate change in terms of scale and intensity.
Scientific studies estimate that a meter rise in sea level by 2050 would submerge one fifth of the
country displacing over 20 million people. Mass migration to cities is inevitable impacting
livelihood, biodiversity, food, water, sanitation and basic infrastructure. Such migration could
cause complications with neighbors and enhance cross boundary crimes such as human
trafficking, gunrunning, drugs etc. It is, therefore, important to have ***** a new legal regime
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UNFCCC ***** ensuring social, cultural, and economic rehabilitation of climate

induced displaced migrants.
Through decades of living with natural disasters, Bangladesh has evolved disaster
preparedness, now a major focus in our development planning. For effective management, a
book “Standing Orders on Disaster”, outlining functions of all concerned agencies to handle
emergency situations is now available. In 2009, we developed a National Plan for Disaster
Management 2010-2015 in line with commitments under the Hyogo Framework for Action. This
aims to reduce vulnerability of the poor to manageable levels for which 14,000 cyclone shelters
have till now been constructed.
A new approach to managing disasters is the total participation of government, nongovernment bodies and the local community. A national preparedness committee is in place to
formulate strategies for rescue operations. 64,000 volunteers have been registered in the coastal
areas. The capacity of early warning systems of concerned organizations has been strengthened.
Now mobile telephone is also in use for early warning. The meteorological offices have been
modernized. They, however, require greater science based facilities, and capable human
resources. Here, GFCS could facilitate international cooperation in science based climate
prediction and services.
Mr. President,
The looming danger of climate change should spur us to crafting a binding agreement on
green house gas emissions cut. Since the Rio Summit we evolved a consensus in the Kyoto
Protocol and the Bali Plan of Action. We missed opportunities in Copenhagen and Cancun. We
can not do the same in Durban. Our only way is collective action. Today some countries face the
climate challenges, but tomorrow, the whole world will. To save our planet and ourselves, we
have to reduce GHG emissions. This has to be on the basis of equity and the principle of
common but differentiated responsibilities with the participation of all countries. We have no
other alternative but to reject all our shortsighted needs and remain united to our pledge of a safe,
secure world for our future generations.
I thank you all.

Khoda Hafez.
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu.
May Bangladesh Live Forever.
.......

( Translation)
Congratulation Message of Vice Premier HUI Liangyu
of the People's Republic of China
On the Opening of the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress

Geneva, 16 May 2011

Respected Dr. A. I. Bedritsky, President of WMO,
Respected Mr. M. Jarraud, Secretary General of WMO,
Dear participants,
Ladies and gentlemen,
At the outset, I would like, on behalf of the Chinese Government, to extend
the warmest congratulations to the opening of the Sixteenth World Meteorological
Congress.
In the past 60 years, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has been
working on scientific missions across disciplines and national borders, making
itself a model in international cooperation, providing high quality services for the
safety and well-being of human society, and lending support to the sustainable
socio-economic development.
The Chinese Government attaches great importance to the development
of meteorological and hydrological service. We will continue to implement the
concepts of "public meteorology, security-oriented meteorology and natural
resource-oriented meteorology", to accelerate the development of modern
meteorological operation system, meteorological science & technology innovation
system and meteorological human resource system in line with the goal of
establishing a modernized meteorological service system. China will continue
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to improve its capabilities in the area of meteorological forecast and prediction,
meteorological disaster prevention and mitigation, to response to climate change,
and climate resources exploration and utilization, thus to provide with more
adequate support to the safety of people's life and property, national security, and
sustainable socio-economic development.
As the Permanent Representative of China with WMO, and a member of
the WMO Executive Council, Dr. ZHENG Guoguang, Administrator of the China
Meteorological Administration (CMA), has been actively involved in major events
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initiated by the WMO in the past 4 years, rendered important contribution to the
development of meteorological service in the world. Meanwhile, as a member
of the UN Secretary-General's High-Level Panel on Global Sustainability, Dr.
ZHENG has been calling on the countries in the world to make meteorological
elements part of their socio-economic development.
As a developing country, China has always been part of the programmes and
activities under the WMO, and rendered its due contribution to the implementation
of these programmes. CMA and WMO jointly established a MeteoWorld
Pavilion during the Expo 2010 Shanghai China, which was the first independent
meteorological pavilion in the 159-year history of the World Expo and had won
the Expo Special Jury Award. China fulfills its international obligations by hosting
the WMO's Regional Specialized Meteorological Centre, Regional Climate Centre,
Regional Communication Hub, etc. China has so far completed the technical
preparations for hosting a WMO's Global Information System Centre (GISC)
in Beijing. In the past 4 years, China continued to provide assistance within its
capacity to the developing countries by such ways as donating CMACast user
stations and MICAPS systems to 17 developing countries in Asia-Pacific region,
providing short-term training courses to some 500 trainees from the developing
countries and making 33 long-term scholarships available to the National
Meteorological Services in 24 African countries. These efforts have rendered
an important contribution to the implementation of the WMO's programmes and
projects, in particular, promoted the capacity building of National Meteorological
and Hydrological Services in the developing countries.
In the future, China will further enhance its cooperation with the WMO and its
Members. We agree in principle with the implementation concepts proposed by
the High Level Task Force on the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS),
and are willing to playa greater role in the future Global Framework for Climate
Services, especially through hosting the Regional Climate Centre in Beijing,
organizing the Forum on Regional Climate Monitoring, Assessment and Prediction
for Asia, etc. China will further contribute to WMO's major activities, such as the
WMO Information System (WIS) and WMO Integrated Global Observing System
(WIGOS), meteorological disaster prevention and mitigation, among others.
The world meteorology has entered into a new stage of development. Climate
service and meteorological disaster prevention and mitigation have become issues
attracting increasing global concerns. In this context, I appeal to WMO to pay
due attention to the capacity building of the National Meteorological Services in
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I wish the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress a complete success!

the Expo Special Jury Award. China fulfills its international obligations by hosting
the WMO's Regional Specialized Meteorological Centre, Regional Climate Centre,

Thank you!

Regional Communication Hub, etc. China has so far completed the technical
preparations for hosting a WMO's Global Information System Centre (GISC)
in Beijing. In the past 4 years, China continued to provide assistance within its
capacity to the developing countries by such ways as donating CMACast user
stations and MICAPS systems to 17 developing countries in Asia-Pacific region,
providing short-term training courses to some 500 trainees from the developing
countries and making 33 long-term scholarships available to the National
Meteorological Services in 24 African countries. These efforts have rendered
an important contribution to the implementation of the WMO's programmes and
projects, in particular, promoted the capacity building of National Meteorological
and Hydrological Services in the developing countries.
In the future, China will further enhance its cooperation with the WMO and its
Members. We agree in principle with the implementation concepts proposed by
the High Level Task Force on the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS),
and are willing to playa greater role in the future Global Framework for Climate
Services, especially through hosting the Regional Climate Centre in Beijing,
organizing the Forum on Regional Climate Monitoring, Assessment and Prediction
for Asia, etc. China will further contribute to WMO's major activities, such as the
WMO Information System (WIS) and WMO Integrated Global Observing System
(WIGOS), meteorological disaster prevention and mitigation, among others.
The world meteorology has entered into a new stage of development. Climate
service and meteorological disaster prevention and mitigation have become issues
attracting increasing global concerns. In this context, I appeal to WMO to pay
due attention to the capacity building of the National Meteorological Services in
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Statement of H. E. State Minster, Mr Kebede Gerba,
Ministry of Water and Energy of the Federal Democratic Republic Ethiopia
on the High Level Segment of the 16th World Meteorological Organization Congress,
16-17 May, Geneva, Switzerland

Distinguished Delegates of WMO and WMO Member Countries,
Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen,
th

It gives me great pleasure and honor to address the High Level Segment of the 16 Congress
Meeting of the World Meteorological Organization representing the government of Ethiopia.
As you may know, Ethiopia has a longstanding cooperation with WMO and its member
countries. Ethiopia, became a member of WMO since the inception of WMO in 1951, while
many of us in Africa were struggling for our independence.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
One of the most daunting environmental challenges for Ethiopia is drought. In order to
address this challenge locally, the services of the National Meteorological Agency of Ethiopia
are quite useful. In collaboration with local stakeholders and international collaborators, NMA
is providing meteorological services to different sectors in Ethiopia. Recently with the support
of WMO the Ethiopian government is providing new agricultural meteorology services that
address the need of rural farmers at grass root level. Thousands of plastic rainguages have
been produced and being distributed to farmers. The information gained from these gauges
and subsequent advise from the nearest meteorological observers and agricultural extension
workers is believed to increase the productivity of the farming community. To this effect, the
government of Ethiopia established the task force composed of the National Meteorological
Agency and Ministry of Agriculture to follow up these services. It is now working at all levels
(federal, regional and local level). I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude

to the World Meteorological Foundation and the Rockefeller Foundation for the support.

The National Meteorological Agency of Ethiopia is contributing tangible support to the
development of Ethiopia. Especially NMA's sector specific services are worth mentioning
here. The joint and integrated effort of Ministry of Health and Climate Services are the best
example. It supported the surveillance and monitoring of Malaria. It also provides hydro
meteorological services which supports the water and energy sector in administrating big
dams.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
We are very much grateful that the National Meteorological Agency of Ethiopia is considered
by WMO as the Regional Climate Center (RCC) showcase. I think it is because of the strong
support of the government of Ethiopia to its meteorological Agency. We have built and
continue to build the facilities, services and technical expertise of the NMA of Ethiopia. So,
NMA could start providing services to other brother countries in the IGAD region in
collaboration with regional bodies, ICPAC and ACMAD. I assure you that the government of
Ethiopia is ready and looking forward to the implementation of the RCC show case services in
Ethiopia.

I thank you!

Stotement by the HonourobleMinister for Eorth sciences
ot
WMO XVI Congress(Cg XVI\
(Genevo t6 May ?Ott\
Distinguished
Presidentand secretary-General
of wMo,
distinguished
Headsof Stateand Government,
(Madameprime
Minister),distinguished
representatives
of Member-States
and
representatives
from International
Organisations,
Ladies and
Gentlemen,
2. on behalfof the Indiandelegation,
I wish to expressmy
appreciationand gratitude to WMO for the excellent
arrangements
madeforthe Sixteenth
Congress.
3. Mr. President,
I wish to emphasize
that the co-operation
of
lndiatowardsthe successfuloutcomeof WMO'sobjectivesand
programmes
remainsunstinted.
4. lndialooksfonruard
to the deliberations
on the Reportof the
High-Level
Task-Forceon the Global Frameworkfor climate
services (GFCS) and a productiveoutcome in terms of
strengthening
and synergizing
existingcapabilities,
keepingin
viewthe inter-governmental
agreement
on data-sharing
and the
nationalpoliciesof all Statesconcerned.
In orderto be effective,
the Framework's
establishment,
operation
andmanagement
must
be undertaken
by the Statesthemselves.
To thisend,the States
are requiredto take appropriate
stepsfor the establishment
of
GFCSand its maintenance,
provisionof expertsand capacitybuild
ing.

5. Indiais prepared
to contribute
towardstheestablishment
of this
important
frameworkthroughstrengthening
of its infrastructure
in
theregion.Substantive
enhancement
hasbeenachieved
through
enhancementof state-of-art observing systems throu!h
comprehensivemodernizationprogram of the Nationll
Meteorological
and Hydrological
serviCes
(NMHS)of the country.
Indiais establishing
observation
networkthroughvariousexisting
platforms like south Asian Association for Regionai
Cooperation(SAARC),
Bay of BengalInitiativefor Muti-seitoral
Technicaland Economiccooperation(BIMSTEc),Regional

Integrated
Multi-Hazard
Earrywarningsystem(nirvrrsfetc.
Indian
oceanGlobal
observation
system(lbcoos) hasalready

beingimplemented
alongwith the globalcommunity.
All these
dataare beingorganized
in a climatedatabaseand is available
to thescientific
community.

6. we need to place major emphasison the generationof
improvedseasonaland decadalforecastsalongwittrlong-term
projections
of climatechange,extremeclimateLndtheir-impact
on various socio-economicsectors like water resources,
agriculture,
hgalth,ecosystems
and coastalareasin the region.
As a resultof WMOresolution
on settingup of Institute
for troiical
meteorology
in its 3'dCongress
duringApiil 1g5g,IndianInstitute
of TropicalMeteorology
was established
in 1962.Thisis a world
class researchcentretoday with state-of-art
infrastructure
and
mentoringa dedicatedCentrefor ClimateChangeResearch.
Indiahas taken lead in establishment
of SouthAsian Climate
OutlookForum(SASCOF)underthe aegisof WMO for join'y
developing
and providinglongrangemonsoonforecast.Indiais
providing
advisories
and supportto the ESCAPpanelmember
countries
in the fieldof cycloneandTsunamiwarnings.
Recen'y
Indiahas set up a joint Indo-Africanfund and iJ initiatingi
programon agro advisoryservicesin Africa which includes
transferof knowhow for establishmentof such a system. I
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may mention that in India, 2 million farmers are utilising
weatherservicewhich has helpedthem improveagricultural
practices.
7. Indiahas established
its capabilities
in the fieldof designing
anddevelopment
of sensorsalongwithlaunching
of satellites
with
optimalutilizationof the data for the purposeof weather
monitoringand forecastsas well as in the field of disaster
management.
These includevariousproductsgeneratedby
IndianSatellite-ilNSAT],
India'socean satellite-tocEANSATl,
lndia'sWeatherSatellitewithARgosand Altika --[SARAL],
and
the Indian-French
satellite--[Megha-Tropiques].
The satellite
basedIndianMeteorological
DataCastingSystem-[IMETCASTI
is beingestablished
for dissemination
of variousmeteorological
data operatedby Indian satellites.observationsfrom spacebasedLIDARsand RADARsare beingplannedin collaboration
withothercountriesfor improvedprediction
of the tropicalocean
generated
weathersystems.
8. Recognizing
the complexity
and the challenges
facedby the
worldmeteorological
community
in providing
monsoonforecasts
forthetropicalregion,my Government
hasveryrecently
launched
a majorprogrammecalledthe MonsoonMissionwith focussed
objective
to achieveforecastsin the seasonal,intra-seasonal
and
mediumrange scales.The missionwill supportcuttingedge
research
by nationaland international
groupsalongwith
research
strengthening
programs
of observational
that will resultin better
understanding
of the variousphysicalprocesses
assoclated
with
thetropicalmonsoon.
9. Mr. President,havingnotedthe four key areas of disaster
management,
water resources,
agriculture
and healthin which
GFCSis urgentlyrequiredto act,we offerto shareourexperience
and expertisewith other Statesthroughthis Frameworkas a
manifestation
of our commitment
to GFCS.Indiasupportsthe
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establishment
of an Intergovernmental
Boardfor ClimateServices
thatwouldreportto the WMO Congressand undertake
the full
andsustained
implementation
of GFCS.Indiapledgeto support
GFCSSecretariat
with a grantof US$ 1,2S,0b0.
10. In conclusion,
Mr. President,
we reiterateour confidence
in
yourablechairmanship
in briningthe deliberations
on the GFCS
and the recommendations
of the Report of the High-Level
Taskforceto a successfulconclusion.
To this end, we ieiterate
ourcommitment
to workingwithotherdelegations
for realising
the
evolution of this framework from its declaratoryto the
implementation
phase.
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Speech by the Minister for Environment & Mineral Resources,
KENYA,
Hon. John Njoroge Michuki, EGH, MP.

During
African Ministerial Conference on Meteorology (AMCOMET)
Bureau Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, 16 May 2011

The

Secretary

General

of

the

World

Meteorological

Organisation,
Honourable Ministers, Colleagues,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I would like to welcome you all to this AMCOMET Bureau Meeting.
Firstly, I want to thank the Secretary General of WMO for hosting this
meeting here in this beautiful and scenic City of Geneva. Secondly, I
would like to extend my thanks to the Technical Experts from Kenya,
Zimbabwe and Morocco, who met in Nairobi on 28th and 29th April 2011
to discuss issues of AMCOMET. The Honourable Minister for Environment
and Mineral Resources of Kenya, who is the current Chair of the
AMCOMET Bureau, presided over the Opening Ceremony. A presentation
was made on the status of the activities that have taken place since the
Nairobi Ministerial Conference, in April 2010.
It was noted at the Meeting that consultations had been going on
between the African Union Commission (AUC) and WMO in the
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framework of cooperation in the operationalization of the AMCOMET
process. The meeting was also informed of the decisions taken by the
WMO Executive Council (July 2010), the 15th Session of the Regional
Association I Africa (October 2010) in Marrakech Morocco, and the
African Union Summit of Heads of States and Government in January
2010; to give high priority to the implementation of the outcomes of
AMCOMET.
It was noted that the AU Summit of Heads of States endorsed the
formation of AMCOMET and called for a number of action to be taken.
Honourable Ministers, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen
The AMCOMET Bureau Meeting of Technical Experts in Nairobi
discussed, among others, the following issues:1. Determination of the Terms of Reference (ToRs) of the AMCOMET

Task Force. These Terms of Reference (ToRs) were presented by
WMO and the Technical Experts at the AMCOMET Bureau called on
the Task Force to endorse the ToRs and define the institutional
framework and internal arrangement of AMCOMET, among other
tasks.

2. The Technical Experts at the AMCOMET Bureau discussed the
proposed Time Frame of the AMCOMET process.
(a)

It was agreed, at the meeting, that owing to non attendance of

Bona-fide Ministers of the Bureau, the First AMCOMET Bureau
Meeting in Nairobi would be continued in Geneva during the WMO
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Congress; to brief members of the Bureau on the outcomes taken
during the discussion of the Nairobi Meeting. WMO was, therefore,
requested to make necessary arrangements for the meeting.
(b)

The meeting also recommended that during the 16th WMO

Congress, an informal meeting of a Technical Team composed of
Permanent Representatives (PRs) with WMO from ten countries that are
members of the Task Force, would meet to deliberate on the outcomes
of the Nairobi Meeting after discussion and endorsement by the
Ministers of AMCOMET Bureau meeting at the WMO Congress.
(c) The meeting further noted that the first Task Force meeting would be
held during the last quarter of 2011 and welcomed the offer of
Morocco to host the meeting. The AMCOMET Task Force meeting
would be preceded by a one day Technical Team meeting.
Honourable Ministers, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen
The meeting discussed the Financial Structures of AMCOMET. On this
issue, funds were required for two phases; the first phase is dealing with
financing of AMCOMET process itself (e.g. Bureau, Secretarial, Technical
Teams, Task Force meetings and the First AMCOMET session in 2012).
The second phase would deal with financing projects and programs
derived from the African Strategy on Meteorology, which itself
emanated from the Ministerial Declaration in Nairobi (April 2010)
that emphasized on enhancing cooperation between the African
Countries toward the strengthening of the capability of National
Meteorological Services and existing Regional and Sub-Regional Climate
3

Centres of Meteorology. Various strategies of Resource Mobilisation were
discussed as outlined under Section 6 of the Report.
Honourable Ministers, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen
During the AMCOMET Bureau Meeting in Nairobi, it was noted that the
thrust to redesign the strategy was dependent upon the following
factors:
(i)
(ii)

Technology;
Capacity building in Human Resources;
(iii) Services delivery;
(iv) Partnership; and
(v) Governance.

The challenges identified by the Technical Team of Experts included:
appropriate meteorological infrastructure and human resources; access
to related Climate Charge adaptation funds; and implementation of
Quality Management Systems (QMS) in Aviation Meteorology as
demanded by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) who
has set a deadline of 2012.
The Technical Team of Experts also stressed the importance of linking
the African Strategy on Meteorology with the recently established
Global Framework on Climate Services (GFCS) which presents a
number of opportunities that can serve the African Strategy, especially
in capacity building of National Meteorological Services.
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The meeting of Technical Experts of the AMCOMET Bureau also noted
the accreditation of WMO as an institution to implement the Climate
Change Adaptation Fund. This action, therefore, makes WMO one of
the appropriate bodies to consider in financing African activities in the
relevant areas linked to the Strategy and Implementation Plans or Work
Plans of Meteorology.
Honourable Ministers, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen
There were other issues which were discussed by the Technical Team of
AMCOMET Bureau in Nairobi as indicated under Section 8 of the report.
These issues stressed the need to adhere to the ICAO requirements to
implement the Quality Management Systems (QMS) before the deadline
of 2012. The Meeting further recognized the need of political
involvement in the WMO Congress through a good coordination of
relation between the technical arms and political bodies and the
importance of initiating new and reinforcing the existing relationship
with Regional Climate Centres in Africa.
Honourable Ministers, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen
These were the issues discussed by the Technical Experts of AMCOMET
Bureau in Nairobi on 28th and 29th April 2011. These discussions are
contained in the Draft Report sent to you earlier for your information
and consideration for endorsement.
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The honour is now on us, Honourable Ministers, to discuss and adopt
the Report as it is or suggest any amendment in order to operationize
the AMCOMET process and in particular the work of the Task Force as
spelled out in the Terms of Reference (ToRs).
I humbly submit and now open the floor for discussion and approval of
the report.
I THANK YOU.
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STATEMENT DELIVERED BY
HONOURABLE MONYANE MOLELEKI
MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES
KINGDOM OF LESOTHO

16th WORLD METEOROLOGICAL CONGRESS
16 th MAY, 2011
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

M..... President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Permit me to commence my remarks by registering my profound
satisfaction and singular honour to be addressing this august WMO
Congress for the third time. I wonder how many of my ministerial
colleagues have had such a privilege!
Let me also indicate that the Government of Lesotho is pleased to
participate in this significant event. This participation also marks a clear
demonstration of my country's commitment to Global Meteorological
Programmes, under the able leadership of WMO.

M..... President,
The distinguishing feature of this Congress is that it is taking place against
the background of the increasing frequency of weather and climate related
disasters in different parts of the globe. The recent devastating Tsunami
that hit Japan on the 11 of March this year - within the six years of an
equally devastating one that hit Indonesia - is a case in point.
Global temperatures are rising. Scientific information shows that heat
energy is the driver of the climate system, in particular the ocean based
phenomena. Given these facts one cannot but wonder: are we to expect
more Tsunami's, cyclones and related disasters, perhaps even more
devastating, and at the higher frequency in the future?

Distinguished Participants,
My own country, Lesotho, has had more than its fair share of climate
The increasingly and
related problems in the last four years.
uncharacteristically warm winters are frustrating our efforts to develop
mountain and snow based tourism industry. In 2010 we experienced one
of the most intense and longest droughts that lasted for eight months from February to October. Lesotho is a water exporting country. This
drought severely affected our exports of water. Food security also suffered
as crop harvest was very poor. The damage to the ecosystem was
enormous, as the vegetative land cover declined.
But now, ladies and gentlemen, climate change and variability dealt us a
very cruel blow - one could say a coup de grace. Starting in November, up
to now, we have been witnessing a devastating and ironic reverse of the
drought situation. For the last six months we have been continuously pelted
by torrential and record-breaking rains! Again, the main casualty has been
the ecosystem, with the unprecedented land degradation. For the first time
in our history we witnessed an occurrence of massive landslides and rock
falls that claimed human lives. Our roads network also suffered severe
damage. Bridges and many sections of our roads were knocked down and
washed away. This damage has run into tens of millions of United States
Dollars.
M..... President,
The challenges that we continue to face globally, due to climate change
and variability, and their impacts on the environment as well as social and
economic development, are indeed increasing.
At the same time,
expectations of a better life from all sections of the society that we
politicians lead and serve, in particular the youth, continue to rise. These
challenges demand an urgent response that should be guided by a sound
and objective science. We are, accordingly looking up to WMO to provide
the necessary leadership.

WMO displayed outstanding leadership toward the formation of key
organisations such as Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). WMO further defined and demonstrated excellent operational
cooperation with other scientific bodies such as International Council for
Scientific Unions (ICSU) and others. Through coordination of Regional
Bodies and National Meteorological and Hydrological Services, WMO is the
World leader in forging partnerships and sound and functional networks.
Based on this impressive track record, it is our hope that this Congress will
deem it appropriate and necessary to further strengthen this important
Organisation by enhancing its capacity so that it can continue to play its
role and discharge its responsibilities.
The Third World Climate Conference made important decisions. Those
decisions should reinforce WMO's position as a leader in the development
of our countries by strengthening our economies. This can be achieved
through proper sharing of weather and climate information and knowledge.
We, as members of the WMO, should rally together and act collectively.
Acting together we can reverse the current threatening global situation. As
James Russell Lowell puts it: "Mishaps are like knives that either serve us
or cut us as we grasp them by the blade or the handle." A British historian
of the nineteenth century, Sir Basil Liddell Hart, put it more aptly. He said:
"Keep strong if possible; in any case, keep cool."
M..... President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Participants,

In conclusion, an so in order to keep cool, I wish to state that my country,
Lesotho, is set to embark on the low carbon, green growth development
programme that will be based on wind, solar and hydro energies. I also
appeal to all countries of the world to play their role in the collective effort to
keep our Earth cool!
Thank you!
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MINISTERE DE L’EQUIPEMENT
ET DES TRANSPORTS
--------------SECRETARIAT GENERAL
---------------

REPUBLIQUE DU MALI
Un Peuple – un But – Une Foi
----------------

ALLOCUTION DU MINISTRE DE L’EQUIPEMENT ET DES
TRANSPORTS AU SEIZIEME CONGRES DE L’OMM.
GENEVE, 16 Mai –03 Juin 2011
--------------------Excellences ;
Honorables Délégués ;
Mesdames, Messieurs,
C’est un honneur et un privilège pour moi de m’adresser à cette
auguste assemblée, au nom de Son Excellence Monsieur Ahmed
Diané SEMEGA, Ministre de l’Equipement et des Transports du Mali
qui n’a pu être là à cause des contraintes de son calendrier.
Il m’a chargé de réitérer ses vifs remerciements à Monsieur Bedriski,
Président de l’OMM ainsi qu’à Monsieur Jarraud, Secrétaire Général
de l’OMM pour leur aimable invitation à participer au segment de
haut niveau de la seizième session du Congrès et de leur exprimer la
solidarité et l’engagement du Mali dans le cadre de la mise en œuvre
des résolutions, décisions et recommandations qui en résulteront.
Monsieur le Président,
Mesdames, Messieurs
L’OMM, dès l’origine, a toujours été considérée comme un modèle de
réussite en matière de coopération internationale. La météorologie
ignorant les frontières, la coopération n’a cessé de se renforcer, même
pendant les périodes difficiles. Les réseaux d’observation ont été
étendus au point de couvrir pratiquement l’ensemble du globe
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permettant de mesurer tous les paramètres relatifs à l’environnement
atmosphérique.
L’OMM a toujours été consciente des risques encourus et avait attiré
l’attention en 1975 sur le taux de dioxyde de carbone dans
l’atmosphère et son incidence possible sur le climat. Ce qui a mis en
lumière le réchauffement planétaire et les changement climatiques
considérés aujourd’hui comme une grave menace pour le
développement durable, voire la survie de l’humanité. C’est un « défi
fondamental de notre époque » a dit le Secrétaire Général de l’ONU
Monsieur Ban Ki-Moon.
A la suite des conférences organisées en 1979 et 1990 pour faire face
à la menace grandissante des changements climatiques et de leurs
répercussions potentielles, l’OMM a contribué fortement à la mise en
place du Groupe d’Experts Intergouvernemental sur l’Evolution du
climat (GIEC) qui a reçu le prix Nobel de la paix en 2007. L’OMM a
aussi mis en place un Système mondial d’observation du climat
(SMOC) qui a permis d’alerter la communauté internationale sur
l’appauvrissement de la couche d’ozone.
Toutes ces actions ont contribué à lancer les processus ayant conduit à
l’adoption du Protocole de Montréal à la Convention de Vienne ainsi
que de la Convention-Cadre des Nations Unies sur les Changements
Climatiques (CCNUCC), montrant ainsi un exemple remarquable de
collaboration entre scientifiques et décideurs.
Monsieur le Président,
Mesdames, Messieurs,
De la tenue de la première Conférence Mondiale sur
le Climat en 1979 à nos jours, beaucoup de progrès ont été réalisés
dans la production et l’application de services climatiques grâce aux
efforts de l'OMM et des partenaires au développement.
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Bénéficiant du fruit de ces efforts, le Mali a adopté et mis en œuvre,
depuis les années 80, une politique nationale de fourniture effective et
d'utilisation pratique des informations météorologiques et
climatologiques, en particulier dans le domaine de l'agriculture et de
l'environnement.
En effet, suite aux sécheresses sévères des années 70, il a conçu avec
l’appui technique de l’OMM et l’accompagnement financier de la
coopération suisse, du PNUD et d’autres partenaires, un Programme
d’Assistance Météorologique Opérationnelle.
Ce Programme, qui est exécuté depuis 1982 vise à aider le paysan
malien à intégrer le risque climatique dans le paquet technologique
mis à sa disposition par les services de recherche et de vulgarisation
agricoles.
Pour ce faire, il doit permettre de trouver avec la participation des
paysans eux-mêmes, de nouvelles méthodes de prise de décision en
matière de planification et d’interventions agricoles basées sur
l’utilisation des informations météorologiques.
Sa mise en œuvre opérationnelle est effectuée de la manière suivante :
• Des données météorologiques et agronomiques sont collectées et
transmises par voie radio aux structures centrales membres du
Groupe de Travail Pluridisciplinaire (GTP) constitué à cet effet ;
• Le GTP se réunit tous les dix (10) jours et diffuse, après analyse
des données et informations disponibles un bulletin d’alerte
précoce à l’attention des décideurs ainsi que des conseils
pratiques aux producteurs ruraux ;
Toutes ces actions sont sous-tendues par un plan de communication
articulé autour des axes suivants :
• Organisation d’ateliers d’initiation aux terminologies
météorologique et agro-météorologique à l’intention de tous les
speakers en langues nationales de l’Office de Radiodiffusion
Télévision du Mali ;
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• Organisation de journées « météo et médias » ; « météo et
parlementaires » et « météo et élus locaux » ;
• Présentation au Gouvernement toutes les deux semaines d’une
communication verbale sur la situation de la saison des pluies et
son évolution.
Les informations ainsi collectées sont utilisées au plus haut niveau
pour prendre les décisions concernant la sécurité alimentaire et la
sécurité des personnes et des biens.
Monsieur le Président,
Mesdames, Messieurs,
La mise en œuvre du Programme a eu des impacts positifs
significatifs tant pour la population y compris les femmes, que pour
les autorités de décision notamment :
• La réduction des pertes de semences qui sont passées de 40% à
5% en moyenne ;
• L’augmentation moyenne des rendements des cultures de 25% ;
• La reconnaissance par le monde rural de l’utilité de l’information
météorologique et de sa prise en compte dans le processus de
prise de décision concernant la planification et la gestion de ses
activités agricoles ;
• Une contribution significative au système d’alerte précoce (SAP)
chargé de la prévention des crises alimentaires ;
• Une meilleure gestion de la prévention des catastrophes
naturelles ;
Par ailleurs, le programme a permis :
• Une meilleure connaissance des besoins du monde rural dans le
domaine de la météorologie ;
• L’élaboration d’outils d’aide à la décision tel que le guide
pratique pour les semis mis à la disposition du producteur rural
dans les langues nationales ;
• La formation des producteurs sur les techniques de relevé
pluviométrique et d’observation sur les cultures ;
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• La prise en compte effective des informations météorologiques
par les producteurs ruraux dans leurs systèmes de production ;
• La fabrication locale d’un pluviomètre destiné aux producteurs à
un coût très réduit ;
• Un véritable transfert de technologies et de savoir-faire au
monde rural ;
• La sensibilisation des décideurs et des populations sur les
questions liées au climat ;
• La prise en compte des prestations de services climatologiques
dans la stratégie nationale de lutte contre la pauvreté, notamment
dans le cadre de la mise en œuvre du Projet de Développement
Economique et Social (PDES) du Président de la République;
• L’amélioration de la visibilité de la Direction Nationale de la
Météorologie.
En outre, en réduisant l’impact du risque climatique sur la production
agricole, il contribue à renforcer la capacité d’adaptation des
producteurs face à la variabilité du climat et aux changements
climatiques.
Enfin, il contribue à la promotion de l’intégration de la variabilité et
des changements climatiques au processus de développement du Mali.
Monsieur le Président,
Mesdames, Messieurs,
Les progrès scientifiques et technologiques ont effectivement permis
de mieux connaître le Système Climatique Planétaire et de disposer de
produits climatiques utiles tels que la prévision intra-saisonnière
et saisonnière.
Cependant,
ces
progrès
ne
profitent
pas
encore
suffisamment aux pays en développement, en particulier en Afrique.
Dans ce contexte, le renforcement des capacités des Services
Météorologiques et Hydrologiques Nationaux est une condition
préalable si l'on veut combler le fossé entre ces pays et les pays
développés dans la production et l'utilisation de services
climatologiques appropriés.
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A cet égard, le Mali voudrait remercier et féliciter l’OMM pour la
tenue avec grand succès, du 15 au 16 Avril 2010 à Nairobi (Kenya),
de la Première Conférence des Ministres en charge de la Météorologie
en Afrique. Cette conférence a permis de contribuer à la
sensibilisation des Ministres sur le rôle important des Services
Météorologiques Nationaux dans le développement socio-économique
des pays.
En outre, l’adoption de la « Déclaration de Nairobi » a consacré la
mise en place, sous l’égide de l’Union Africaine, de la Conférence
Ministérielle Africaine sur la Météorologie (AMCOMET) dont le
Secrétariat est assuré par l’OMM.
Par cette Déclaration, les Ministres Africains s’engagent entre autres,
à « renforcer les Services Météorologiques Nationaux et à assurer leur
pérennité en les dotant de toutes les ressources nécessaires et de cadres
institutionnels appropriés afin de leur permettre de s’acquitter
pleinement de leurs fonctions dans la mesure où ils constituent l’un
des piliers de l’infrastructure nationale pour le développement de nos
pays et de notre continent ».
C’est l'une des raisons pour lesquelles, nous saluons et appuyons
l’établissement du nouveau Cadre Mondial pour les
Services Climatologiques et nous espérons que cette seizième session
du Congrès permettra de prendre des décisions importantes qui feront
faire des avancées significatives dans la mise en œuvre dudit Cadre
Mondial ainsi que de l’opérationnalisation de l’AMCOMET.
Monsieur le Président,
Mesdames, Messieurs,
Le Mali reste disposé comme par le passé, à partager son expérience
avec d’autres pays, tout en étant conscient des limites scientifiques et
méthodologiques qui s’y rattachent.
Je voudrais saisir cette occasion pour exprimer, au nom du Président
de la République, du Gouvernement et du peuple maliens, notre
profonde gratitude à l'OMM, à la Coopération Suisse, au PNUD et aux
partenaires au développement, pour avoir contribué à cette expérience
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malienne, considérée comme un exemple de stratégie d'adaptation à la
variabilité et aux changements climatiques.
Vive la coopération internationale dans les domaines du Temps, du
Climat et de l’Eau.
Vive l’OMM.
	
  
Je vous remercie.
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President	
  of	
  the	
  World	
  Meteorological	
  Organization	
  
Honorable	
  Ministers	
  
Excellencies	
   Ambassadors,	
   Permanent	
   Representatives	
   and	
   Chargés	
  
d’Affaires,	
  
Secretary	
  General	
  of	
  the	
  World	
  Meteorological	
  Organization	
  
Distinguished	
  Delegates	
  
Ladies	
  and	
  Gentlemen	
  
	
  
It	
   is	
   indeed	
   a	
   great	
   honour	
   for	
   Namibia	
   to	
   have	
   been	
   invited	
   to	
   the	
   16th	
  
Congress	
  of	
  the	
  World	
  Meteorological	
  Organisation	
  (WMO)	
  here	
  in	
  the	
  
beautiful	
  city	
  of	
  Geneva,	
  Switzerland.	
  At	
  the	
  onset,	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  
the	
   people	
   and	
   Government	
   of	
   Switzerland	
   for	
   their	
   warm	
   welcome	
  
and	
   hospitality	
   extended	
   to	
   my	
   delegation	
   since	
   our	
   arrival	
   in	
   Geneva.	
   I	
  
would	
   also	
   like	
   to	
   extend	
   our	
   appreciation	
   to	
   you,	
   Mr.	
   President,	
   and	
  
the	
   Secretary-‐General,	
   along	
   with	
   the	
   entire	
   Secretariat	
   of	
   WMO	
   for	
  
your	
  excellent	
  work	
  including	
  the	
  organizing	
  of	
  this	
  High	
  Level	
  Segment.	
  
His	
  Excellency	
  the	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Republic	
  of	
  Namibia,	
  Dr.	
  Hifikepunye	
  
Pohamba	
   places	
   great	
   value	
   on	
   the	
   work	
   of	
   this	
   Organization	
   and	
   has	
  
deemed	
   it	
   necessary	
   that	
   Namibia	
   participates	
   in	
   the	
   16th	
   Congress	
   at	
  
the	
   highest	
   possible	
   level.	
   He	
   has	
   therefore	
   delegated	
   me	
   to	
   lead	
   the	
  
Namibian	
  delegation	
  to	
  this	
  milestone	
  event.	
  	
  
Mr.	
  President,	
  
This	
  past	
  rainfall	
  season,	
  Namibia	
  experienced	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  worst	
  floods	
  
in	
   our	
   recent	
   history.	
   H.E.	
   President	
   Pohamba	
   declared	
   a	
   state	
   of	
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emergency	
   due	
   to	
   the	
   heavy	
   flooding	
   which	
   caused	
   considerable	
  
damage	
  to	
  our	
  infrastructure,	
  houses	
  and	
  roads,	
  including	
  bridges.	
  The	
  
floods	
   disrupted	
   the	
   delivery	
   of	
   public	
   services	
   such	
   medical	
   services,	
  
banking	
  and	
  supply	
  of	
  basic	
  human	
  needs	
  such	
  as	
  water	
  and	
  sanitation.	
  
The	
  loss	
  of	
  livestock	
  and	
  crops	
  has	
  been	
  widespread.	
  Moreover,	
  getting	
  
food	
   and	
   other	
   supplies	
   to	
   the	
   affected	
   people	
   who	
   are	
   mainly	
   in	
   the	
  
densely	
   populated	
   northern	
   region	
   of	
   the	
   country	
   has	
   been	
   a	
   huge	
  
challenge.	
   Many	
   lives	
   have	
   been	
   lost	
   and	
   people’s	
   livelihoods	
   and	
  
businesses	
   have	
   been	
   disrupted.	
   The	
   Government	
   has	
   earmarked	
   N$30	
  
million,	
   equivalent	
   to	
   about	
   4	
   million	
   Swiss	
   Francs,	
   to	
   mitigate	
   the	
  
situation.	
   However,	
   the	
   cost	
   for	
   rehabilitation	
   and	
   reconstruction	
   will	
  
be	
   enormous	
   and	
   our	
   Government	
   therefore	
   appeals	
   to	
   you,	
   the	
  
international	
  community	
  for	
  your	
  support.	
  	
  	
  	
  
At	
   this	
   stage,	
   I	
   would	
   like	
   to	
   thank,	
   on	
   behalf	
   of	
   the	
   people	
   and	
  
Government	
   of	
   Namibia,	
   those	
   countries	
   and	
   organizations	
   that	
   came	
  
to	
  our	
  assistance	
  during	
  our	
  time	
  of	
  need.	
  In	
  addition,	
  we	
  are	
  humbled	
  
by	
  the	
  words	
  of	
  encouragement	
  and	
  support	
  received	
  from	
  WMO.	
  
	
  
Mr.	
  President,	
  
Extreme	
   weather	
   events	
   such	
   as	
   floods,	
   tsunamis,	
   droughts	
   and	
   earth	
  
quakes	
   are	
   increasing	
   in	
   frequency	
   and	
   magnitude	
   world-‐wide	
   with	
  
equally	
  catastrophic	
  consequences.	
  We	
  can	
  no	
  longer	
  take	
  weather	
  and	
  
climate	
   information	
   and	
   warnings	
   lightly	
   but	
   should	
   endeavor	
   to	
   take	
  
concrete	
   actions	
   aimed	
   at	
   strengthening	
   our	
   capacities,	
   particularly	
   in	
  
the	
   areas	
   of	
   surface	
   and	
   upper	
   air	
   observations	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   satellite	
  
based	
  technologies.	
  The	
  forces	
  of	
  nature	
  are	
  such	
  that	
  no	
  one	
  country	
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can	
   singly	
   cope	
   during	
   these	
   challenging	
   times	
   of	
   natural	
   disasters.	
  
Concerted	
   efforts	
   aimed	
   at	
   establishing	
   early	
   warning	
   systems	
   geared	
  
at	
   timely	
   and	
   accurate	
   weather	
   forecasts	
   should	
   form	
   an	
   integral	
   part	
  
of	
  our	
  national	
  agendas	
  and	
  programs.	
  	
  
Mr.	
  President,	
  	
  
Namibia	
  takes	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  WMO	
  very	
  seriously,	
  and	
  congratulates	
  the	
  
Organisation	
  for	
  the	
  important	
  role	
  it	
  has	
  played	
  and	
  continues	
  to	
  play	
  
in	
   the	
   exchange	
   of	
   essential	
   numerical	
   weather	
   prediction	
   products,	
  
seasonal	
   forecasts	
   and	
   disaster	
   related	
   data	
   through	
   its	
   regional	
   and	
  
global	
   telecommunication	
   hubs.	
   This	
   international	
   cooperation	
   has	
  
capacitated	
   many	
   developing	
   and	
   least	
   developed	
   countries	
   to	
  
tremendously	
   reduce	
   the	
   adverse	
   impacts	
   of	
   weather	
   and	
   climatic	
  
extremes.	
   Namibia	
   greatly	
   appreciates	
   the	
   kind	
   assistance	
   received	
  
from	
   the	
   WMO	
   Members	
   through	
   its	
   Volunteer	
   Co-‐Operation	
   Program,	
  
particularly	
  in	
  the	
  areas	
  of	
  training,	
  and	
  capacity	
  building.	
  	
  Our	
  National	
  
Meteorological	
   Services	
   would	
   not	
   have	
   been	
   in	
   a	
   position	
   to	
   cope	
  
without	
   the	
   information	
   provided	
   by	
   the	
   major	
   numerical	
   weather	
  
prediction	
  centers	
  and	
  satellite	
  operators	
  of	
  the	
  Members.	
  
Namibia	
   is	
   committed	
   to	
   weather	
   and	
   climate	
   change	
   issues	
   as	
   is	
  
evident	
   from	
   our	
   financial	
   contributions	
   in	
   the	
   hosting	
   of	
   the	
   Extra-‐
Ordinary	
  Session	
  of	
  the	
  WMO	
  Technical	
  Commission	
  for	
  Basic	
  Systems	
  
held	
   in	
   Windhoek	
   in	
   October	
   2010.	
   Namibia	
   also	
   strongly	
   supported	
  
and	
   financially	
  contributed	
   to	
   the	
   Third	
   World	
   Climate	
   Conference	
   held	
  
in	
  Geneva,	
  Switzerland	
  in	
  2009.	
  On	
  the	
  regional	
  and	
  continental	
  level,	
  
Namibia	
   played	
   a	
   cardinal	
   role	
   in	
   the	
   formation	
   of	
   the	
   Meteorological	
  
Association	
   of	
   Southern	
   Africa	
   whose	
   mandate	
   it	
   is	
   to	
   promote	
   and	
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strengthen	
   national	
   Meteorological	
   Services	
   in	
   the	
   SADC	
   region.	
   The	
  
formation	
   of	
   AMCOMET,	
   during	
   the	
   First	
   Conference	
   of	
   Ministers	
  
Responsible	
   for	
   Meteorology	
   in	
   Africa,	
   held	
   in	
   Nairobi,	
   Kenya	
   will	
  
provide	
  the	
  legal	
  mechanism	
  through	
  which	
  meteorological	
  matters	
  will	
  
be	
  taken	
  to	
  the	
  highest	
  organs	
  of	
  decision	
  making	
  in	
  Africa.	
  
Mr.	
  President,	
  	
  
In	
  our	
  efforts	
  to	
  mitigate	
  the	
  impacts	
  of	
  natural	
  disasters,	
  preparedness	
  
and	
   coping	
   strategies	
   should	
   be	
   devised	
   at	
   national	
   and	
   regional	
   levels.	
  
The	
   WMO	
   Integrated	
   Observing	
   System	
   (WIGOS)	
   and	
   the	
   WMO	
  
Information	
  System	
  (WIS)	
  could	
  provide	
  the	
  global	
  mechanisms	
  for	
  the	
  
rapid	
   exchange	
   of	
   much	
   needed	
   information	
   that	
   could	
   contribute	
   in	
  
minimising	
   the	
   adverse	
   impacts	
   of	
   weather	
   and	
   climate.	
   We	
   cannot	
  
wait	
   for	
   another	
   catastrophe	
   to	
   disrupt	
   our	
   lives,	
   hence	
   the	
   full	
  
implementation	
   of	
   the	
   WIS	
   and	
   WIGOS	
   should	
   be	
   pursued	
   with	
   the	
  
urgency	
  it	
  deserves.	
  
Extension	
  of	
  weather	
  and	
  climate	
  services	
  to	
  rural	
  populations,	
  who	
  are	
  
most	
   vulnerable	
   to	
   the	
   vagaries	
   of	
   meteorological	
   phenomena	
   are	
  
essential	
   and	
   could	
   be	
   achieved	
   through	
   the	
   Global	
   Framework	
   for	
  
Climates	
  Services,	
  initiated	
  during	
  the	
  Third	
  World	
  Climate	
  Conference.	
  
Mr.	
  President,	
  
I	
   am	
   proud	
   that	
   Namibia	
   has	
   joined	
   hands	
   with	
   other	
   nations	
   in	
   the	
  
various	
   bodies	
   of	
   the	
   Organization	
   to	
   address	
   issues	
   related	
   to	
   weather	
  
and	
  climate	
  change.	
  The	
  ongoing	
  challenges	
  of	
  global	
  warming	
  require	
  
joint	
  and	
  concerted	
  actions	
  from	
  the	
  international	
  community	
  in	
  order	
  
to	
  find	
  lasting	
  solutions.	
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In	
   conclusion,	
   I	
   wish	
   you	
   very	
   fruitful	
   deliberations	
   and	
   positive	
  
outcomes	
   during	
   the	
   Sixteenth	
   Congress	
   of	
   the	
   World	
   Meteorological	
  
Organization.	
  
	
  	
  
I	
  thank	
  you	
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AN ADDRESS BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF AVIATION,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA, MRS FIDELIA AKUABATA
NJEZE ON THE OCASSION OF THE SIXTEENTH CONGRESS OF
THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANISATION (WMO) HELD IN
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, FROM 16 MAY – 3 JUNE 2011
It is my honour and privilege to address the Sixteenth Congress of the
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO). I bring to you the warm
greetings from the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Dr
Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, GCFR and the entire good people of
Nigeria.
Let me first of all congratulate the President of WMO and the Bureau,
the Secretary General and the Secretariat staff for the efficient manner
they have conducted the affairs of the Organisation. This has
distinguished WMO as the leading Organisation on issues of climate and
the associated impacts on society.
May I also seize this opportunity to express my delegation’s appreciation
for the support that WMO has provided to Nigerian Meteorological
Agency (NIMET) to actualize its mandate of providing accurate and
timely weather and climate services for national socio-economic
development, while also fulfilling its international obligations.
The Federal Government of Nigeria recognises that weather and climate
are critical for the attainment of the United Nation’s Millennium
Development Goals (UN MDGs). The Nigerian Government is also
implementing a comprehensive national economic transformation
programme known as VISION 20:2020. The key elements of this
programme are sensitive to weather and climate and require efficient
climate services for successful implementation.
The advice and coordination which WMO offers Member States is highly
commendable,
particularly
the
encouragement
to
National
Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) in Africa to factor
meteorological information into their national developmental plans. The
Government of Nigeria commends WMO and other collaborating UN
Agencies for developing the Global Framework for Climate Services
(GFCS). In particular, we commend the High Level Taskforce (HLT) for
the excellent work they have done in giving form and structure to the
idea of GFCS following the resolution at the Third World Climate
Conference (WCC3) in 2009. WMO’s various activities aimed at building

the capability of Members States to provide weather warnings and
forecasts in a timely, reliable and comprehensive manner are also
appreciated. I am pleased that NIMET has benefitted from the support to
NMHSs.
In line with the ideals of WMO, Nigerian Meteorological Agency (NIMET)
will continue to observe weather and climate in Nigeria and provide
meteorological, climatological and hydrological services in support of
national needs and international obligations. These services are applied
to issues of human and environmental sustainability, policy
development, safe operations of air, land and marine transportation, etc.
Mr. President, the Government of Nigeria is investing in infrastructure
and development of manpower resources to strengthen the capacity of
NIMET to predict weather and climate more accurately and provide
timely advisories to farmers, water resources managers, policy makers
and other stakeholders. In the last four years, the government of Nigeria
has provided funds for NIMET to embark on key infrastructural
development projects. Some of the projects that have either been
completed or are on-going include:
(i)

Establishment of National Weather Forecasting and
Climate Research Centre, Abuja
(ii) Installation of 6 (six) Doppler Weather Radars (DWR);
(iii) Installation of low-level wind shear alert system
(LLWAS) at three airports;
(iv) Reactivation and expansion of network of Upper Air
stations;
(v) Establishment of five (5) marine weather stations along
Nigerian coasts;
(vi) Installation of MeteoSat Second Generation (MSG)
ground receiver at the four international airports;
(vii) Installation of thunderstorm detectors at airports across
the country,
(viii) Development of an electronic data transfer system (eMet) to ease data transfer from remote station to
collection centre.
(ix) Intensive and extensive capacity building
I am happy to inform you that the National Weather Forecasting and
Climate Research Centre (NWFCRC), Abuja, Nigeria was
commissioned last week. This NWFCRC is central to the development of
a National Framework for Climate Services (NFCS) for Nigeria

(patterned after the GFCS). Facilities at this Centre will also be placed at
the disposal of WMO and NMHSs in the sub-region towards the
evolution of a Regional Climate Centre for West Africa.
Mr. President, permit me to remind this great assembly that Africa is one
of the most vulnerable continents to climate variability and change. This
vulnerability is exacerbated by existing developmental challenges such
as endemic poverty, limited access to capital and markets, poor
infrastructure and technology; ecosystem degradation; and political
conflicts. These challenges have reduced the capacity of developing
countries to provide the required infrastructure for effective climate
services. Therefore, African countries, like other developing countries
will continue to need investment in infrastructure through WMO
Voluntary Cooperation Programme (VCP). Indeed, it has become
necessary to reinvigorate the VCP and evolve a Special package to
urgently address the existing large deficit in infrastructure for weather
observation, as well as human capacity development in these countries.
Before I end this message, I will like to state that it is unfortunate that
less developed countries that have contributed least to global warming
suffer the most from its impacts. Mr. President, it will be tragic if these
countries are not supported by the rest of the world to reduce the
impacts of climate change.
Mr. President, let me assure you that Nigeria will continue to support
WMO in its commitment to strengthen international cooperation and
collaboration towards reducing the impacts of climate change on
mankind. Nigeria hosts the WMO Regional Training Centre, including the
university component. This Centre has continued to play an important
role in human capacity building in our sub-region. Nigeria will continue to
provide tuition fee waiver for non-Nigerian students at these institutions.
It is a matter of joy to me to observe that some delegates seated here
were trained at these Centers.
Finally, I will like to inform you that my Country is offering to serve in the
Executive Council of WMO. We are therefore presenting our candidate
for election into the Council, and wish to seek you kind support.
I sincerely thank WMO for inviting me and my delegation and wish you
all fruitful deliberations.

MISSION PERMANENTE DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE SERBIE AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES A GENEVE
СТАЛНА МИСИЈА РЕПУБЛИКЕ СРБИЈЕ ПРИ УЈЕДИЊЕНИМ НАЦИЈАМА У ЖЕНЕВИ
5, chemin Thury 1206 Genève Tel: 022.839.3344 Fax: 022.839.3359
E-mail: serbian.mission@bluewin.ch

STATEMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
DELIVERED AT THE HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT OF THE SIXTEENTH WORLD
METEOROLOGICAL CONGRESS
by
H.E. Dr. Ugljesa Zvekić
Ambassador of the Republic of Serbia to the United Nations in Geneva
on behalf of H.E. Dr. Oliver Dulić, Minister of Environment, Mining and Spatial Planning
(Geneva, Switzerland, 16 May 2011)
Your Excellency President of the World Meteorological Organization, Mr. Bedritskiy,
Your Excellency Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, Mr. Jarraud,
Your Excellencies, Ministers, Ambassadors,
Distinguished Permanent Representatives – Directors of the National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services and delegates,
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is indeed honor and privilege to address you on the occasion of the opening of the XVI World
Meteorological Congress, which is going to review the work of the Organization, and to address
most important issues in connection to the policy in meteorology and hydrology, as well as to the
scientific and operational matters relevant for the joint work of all Countries - Members of the
World Meteorological Organization.
We now have no doubts that countries have achieved visible and measurable progress in improving
their work during the long history of the World Meteorological Organization. This progress is also
evident and measurable even on the shorter time span – between the two Congress sessions.
Important areas of work of the WMO such as Disaster Risk Reduction, Aviation meteorology,
Capacity building of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services to perform and deliver
accurate weather and climate predictions are of great importance for the improving ability of
Governments to serve the society and the broad spectrum of end-users within and beyond the
Government.
Our joint work within the Organization would have not been successful without strong
commitments of the Governments and their effectiveness at home. In making possible the

productive and efficient work, the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services on the other
hand need strong governmental support for both, implementing strong policy and utilizing the latest
state of the art technologies in their field of work. The latter comprise regular replenishment of
technological infrastructures and most importantly constant investments in research and
development and human resources, which is of outmost importance.
In Republic of Serbia the Parliament has recently adopted a new Law on Meteorological and
Hydrological Activities, which will have positive impacts in various sectors of economy. The new
Law clearly defines the duties and responsibilities of actors in different areas of work, but it also
brings the Hydrometeorological Service at special position within the government.
At the World Climate Conference – 3, the Heads of State and Government, Ministers and the Heads
of Delegation established the new Global Framework for Climate Services (the Framework or
GFCS), which has a potential to evolve over time. Once fully implemented, it will contribute to
climate change adaptation and disaster risk management. The GFCS could also substantially
contribute to achieving the objectives of various Multilateral Environmental Agreements, such as
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and internationally agreed goals
including Millennium Development Goals.
The new Framework will build on and strengthen existing local, national, regional and global
networks of climate observation, monitoring, research, modeling and service programs. The
Government of Serbia through its hydro-meteorological service commits itself to further contribute
to the success of the Framework. We will benefit from the new Framework on a state level, but also
through the sub-regional networks and international collaboration contributes to its success and
usefulness at larger scale.
In support to this new Framework National Hydro-meteorological Service of Serbia will put more
effort in the implementation of the Action Plan for setting-up of a Regional Climate Center Network
in WMO Regional Association VI (Europe and Middle East). At this stage the whole network is in
its Pilot phase and our sub-region South East Europe will do our best to contribute to its success
through the South East European Virtual Climate Change Center we have established at the 6th
UNECE Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe”, in Belgrade, 2007. We also commit
ourselves to further improve international collaboration with a view to implementing the Climate
Change Framework Action Plan for Adaptation in South East Europe for we trust to be a subregional implementation of the new Global Framework for Climate Services.
At the end,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I would like to express my gratitude to all Governments for both, actively contributing through the
WMO to improving our common state of the knowledge and good practice in meteorology and
hydrology for the benefit of all, and for thorough implementation of the international standards and
guidelines established jointly by WMO and its member States, which are of utmost importance for
our collective success in coping with this extremely important geophysical and environmental
activity.
Thank you.

SOUTH AFRICAN DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
NATIONAL STATEMENT
DELIVERED BY MINISTER E. MOLEWA
MINISTER OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANISATION
16TH WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION CONGRESS (Cg-XVI)
16 MAY TO 3 JUNE 2011
President and Secretary General of the WMO,
Heads of UN agencies and other international organisations
Your Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and gentlemen

South Africa would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the WMO on hosting this
sixteenth Congress of the WMO. This congress is occurring at a critical time when we
are faced with climate change and all the effects which weather and climate changes
have on the socio-economic development of our nations.
Distinguished delegates,
Climate change and variability affect many aspects of our lives. The strong correlation
between weather/ climate and water resources; food security; health, energy and many
other key socio-economic sectors has been documented, confirmed on numerous
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occasions all over the globe. The work which our national meteorological and
hydrological services (NMHSs) are conducting under the stewardship of the WMO is
truly commendable. We are pleased with the cooperation, sharing of knowledge,
expertise and resources amongst NMHSs, particularly that between developing and
developed nations and urge you to continue and enhance this.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
As we continue to face the extreme weather events in Southern Africa, we realize the
benefits of the WMO’s Severe Weather Forecast Demonstration Project. We are glad
that South Africa as a WMO-designated Regional Specialized Meteorological Centre has
and continues to play a leadership and coordination role in this most successful project.
We certainly urge the WMO to expand this project further into other developing regions
around the globe as this will have a positive impact on our preparedness, planning and
thus help us contribute to the climate change adaptation initiatives. I am also humbled
about the role which South Africa will play in the development of the Southern African
Flash Flood Guidance System. We are committed to regional cooperation, capacity
building and sharing of the limited resources we have. It is our passion for the
development of meteorology in the region and its socio-economic applications, which
have prompted us to nominate the Permanent Representative of South Africa for reelection into the WMO Executive Council. We will count on you and your votes to enable
us to participate and continue to play a leadership role in major projects of our
vulnerable region.
Ladies and gentlemen,
On the global scale, meteorological and hydrological disasters have been found to make
the largest contribution to natural disasters. The percentage contribution is estimated at
between 70 and 80%. We witness from our media on a daily basis the effects of floods,
heat waves, tornadoes and many other weather phenomena on our populations and
livelihood. The effects are devastating in developing countries, they reverse the past
gains, the successes and remain a serious impediment to the attainment of the
millennium development goals. The effects of climate change call on us all to take urgent
action in mitigation and adaptation strategies. In this regard, National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services and the WMO have an important role to play particularly in climate
change adaptation. There is a need to enhance forecast quality, warnings and
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communication in order for society to be more secure, to improve decision making and
resources planning. In this regard, I truly commend the WMO for ensuring the hosting of
the First Conference of Ministers responsible for Meteorology in Nairobi, Kenya during
April 2010. This meeting prepared the foundation and raised the awareness of
meteorology in our socio-economic development. We, in South Africa, are committed to
AMCOMET and the development of an integrated African strategy on meteorology.
Your Excellencies,
According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) Fourth
Assessment report under the African Chapter, Chapter 9: The prospects for food
security in Africa are bleak with projected production declines by as much as 50% by
2050 owing to the heavy reliance on rain fed agriculture. Additionally 75 to 250 million
people are projected to be exposed to increased water stress due to climate change by
2020. Furthermore, by 2080, approximately 70 million people and up to 30% of Africa’s
coastal structure could face the risk of coastal flooding due to sea level rise. The cost of
adaptation to sea level rise could amount to at least 5- 10% of GDP. The health impacts
are equally significant. Consequently, South Africa repeats its call for financial, technical
and technological assistance for developing countries to adapt to the changes brought
about by climate change and climate variability. We urge developed countries to assist
developing countries with appropriate technology transfer and needs-driven capacity
building.

Your Excellencies,
You may recall that South Africa will be hosting the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change- 17th Conference of Parties, in the city of Durban during
December 2011. It is our sincere hope that COP-17 will build on the successes of the
previous meetings and truly build consensus in dealing with arguably the biggest threat
which our planet faces. We are deeply engaged currently as the South African
Government to raise local awareness, in international discussions, and consultations to
build greater consensus in order to find a solution for our planet. We are mindful of the
urgency that is required.
Ladies and gentlemen,
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In closing, South Africa recognises the importance of the interface between science,
policy and society in order to address the relevant development challenges facing our
globe. We also recognize that an enormous global challenge such as this requires multistakeholder approach and cooperation. WMO is an important stakeholder in this matter.
In light of the important scientific work which NMHSs and WMO are conducting towards
climate change adaptation and mitigation, I strongly recommend your active participation
in national delegations, side events and exhibitions during COP-17.
With this approach, your conference deliberations and programmes, I am certain we will
contribute effectively to climate change adaptation initiatives and make useful inputs into
the forthcoming seventeenth Conference of Parties (COP-17)
I thank you.
Ends.
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STATEMENT BY HON. ENG. OMARI R. NUNDU (MP), MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT OF
THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA ON THE SIXTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE
WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANISATION, 16TH MAY-3RD JUNE 2011, GENEVA,
SWITZERLAND
President of World Meteorological Organization (WMO),
Secretary General of the United Nations Organization,
Secretary General, World Meteorological Organization,
Distinguished Heads of Missions of various countries to the UN, Geneva,
Delegates to the Sixteenth World Meteorological Organization Congress,
Representatives of UN Agencies,
Representatives of Intergovernmental Organizations,
Invited Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great honour and privilege for me to address you today on the occasion of the Sixteenth
Session of the World Meteorological Organization Congress. On behalf of the Government of
the United Republic of Tanzania, the delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania and on my
own behalf, I wish to express my appreciation and sincere thanks to the President and the
Secretary General of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) for giving me this
opportunity to address the Sixteenth World Meteorological Organization Congress. Let me also
take this opportunity to convey special greetings from His Excellency Honourable Dr. Jakaya
Mrisho Kikwete, President of the United Republic of Tanzania to the President and Secretary
General of World Meteorological Organization Congress. He wishes you fruitful deliberations
during the entire Congress session.
Mr. President, Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates,
I wish here to pay special tributes to Dr. Alexander Bedritskiy, President of World
Meteorological Organization Congress for good services rendered to the organization for the
last eight years. Dr. Bedritskiy will be remembered for maintaining harmony among WMO
Members. I would also wish to congratulate the WMO Secretary General Mr. Michel Jarraud
1

who ensured that World Meteorological Organization Congress offers commendable service to
the world community particularly the role it plays on the safety of humankind through
mitigation of natural disasters, services to international aviation and sustainable development.
The successful World Climate Conference Three (WCC-3) that established Global Framework
for Climate Services (GFCS) is also among his commendable accomplishments.
The Sixteenth Session of the WMO Congress will deal with very important issues. Some of the
issues that will be discussed include reports on implementation of various decisions made
during the last Session of Congress, challenges faced during implementation and future
development strategies. I am confident that delegates to Congress will make in depth
deliberations on these matters and come up with good resolutions that will ensure the
implementation of strategies.
The Sixteenth Session will also make elections of the Secretary General, the President, Vice
Presidents and WMO Executive Council Members. It is my hope that together, we will appoint
and elect eligible candidates as these will be the guiding pillar for the management and
running of WMO. It is important in doing so to take into account the balance between
candidates from developing and those of developed countries.
Mr. President, Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates,
In the light of its experience, WMO has played key role in many important issues. It should
use this experience and be prepared to take advantage of opportunities that will arise not only
from technological and scientific developments but also from relevant social, economic and
political developments. It is, therefore, important to consider some key issues that will
influence the effective functioning of WMO and National Meteorological and Hydrological
Services (NMHSs) in the next decade or so. These include:
a)

Increase in world population

The world’s population is expected to increase from the current 6 billion to about 10 billion in
2050 and a major increase of the population will be from the developing countries. This
increase of population will result into demand for social amenities, more energy and water
2

resources for industry, drinking, sanitation and agriculture. Currently, there already pressure
on arable land.
b)

Agriculture and food security

Hunger and malnutrition affect most countries of the world. However, there will be more
demand for more food for the ever increasing population of the world particularly in
developing countries. The economies of developing nations depend on agriculture most of
which is rain-fed. Among the most pressing challenges facing developing countries is the
alleviation of poverty, hunger and food insecurity and the sustainable management of
agriculture and natural resources.
c)

Climate change and global warming

The projected climate change will have impact on the global environment. WMO in
collaboration with relevant international organizations (UNFCCC, IPCC, UNEP, ICAO etc.) need
to work diligently with Governments to address these. Tanzania continued to participate in the
activities of WMO, IPCC and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC).
d)

Natural hazards

Natural hazards such as floods, droughts and tropical cyclones are meteorological and
hydrological in nature and account for about 70% of all events. Other disasters arise from
tsunamis, volcanoes and earthquakes and their evolution, mitigation, and rescue depend on
weather and climate. I appreciate that major strides have been made in the warning
capabilities on these hazards but the economic losses continue to escalate.
e)

Technological and scientific developments

Advances in science and technology including computers, communications capability, space
science and space based remote sensing have greatly enabled World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) and National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) to
improve their operational, observing, and forecasting capabilities. These continue to evolve.
Others include contribution of Weather and Climate services to sustainable development,
awareness campaigns and interdisciplinary cooperation
3

Mr. President, Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates,
As a result of public sector reforms in Tanzania, several public service providing organizations
in the country were transformed to semi-autonomous government agencies. The Tanzania
Meteorological Agency (TMA) was officially launched in December 1999, as a semiautonomous body for meteorological service provision after been transformed from a
ministerial department. Since then, there are remarkable improvements in terms of quality of
meteorological service provision in the country. TMA has also trained several countries in the
east and southern Africa in new Table Driven Code Formats (TDCF). I wish also to thank our
friends and donors from different parts of the world that assisted Tanzania and particularly
Tanzania Meteorological Agency in various sectors of development. Major strides have been
made by WMO in observing techniques, forecasting, telecommunications and contribution to
sustainable development. There is great improvement in many National Meteorological
Services including Tanzania.
Mr. President, Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates,
In addressing the global challenges mentioned earlier, emphasis should be to assist
developing countries to enable them to keep abreast with evolving scientific and technological
developments. Specific areas of assistance include training, ICT, data code format, space
science and telecommunications. Most Least Developing Countries (LDCs) cannot afford to
acquire or maintain such expensive equipment like radars, upper airspace instruments and
consumables. There is need for concerted efforts enhance awareness campaigns to the
leaders and community for ensuring that the benefits of weather and climate services are
clearly demonstrated and known. The LDC Programme should be strengthened as well as
other Programmes (WWW, Training and Research, Disaster, Climate).
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I wish to thank World Meteorological Organization for its efforts to assist Member States to
play their roles in meteorological services provision but still urge for more assistance
particularly for developing countries. Tanzania attaches great importance to WMO and its
activities. We have benefited from WMO sponsorships in training, workshops, equipment,
attachments at various institutions etc. Our staff participated in some WMO activities here at
Headquarters and in the fields as experts and in other capacities (EC and President for Region
I (Africa). Tanzania wishes also to recognize the WMO assistance in implementing the
requirements of ISO standards. As per the 17th edition of Annex 3 of ICAO, paragraph 2.2.3,
National Meteorological and Hydrological Services are required to implement recognized
Quality Management Systems (QMS) with the recommendation that they should be certified
according to the International Standard Organization. I am happy to inform the Congress that
with effect from 15th of February 2011, Tanzania Meteorological Agency (TMA) is ISO 9001:
2008 certified on aeronautical services. I wish to thank WMO for initiating a pilot project in
Tanzania on QMS for aeronautical services. We wish also to thank the European Union for
funding the implementation of the AMESD Project in Africa which upgraded the former PUMA
station (which was not working).
In closing, let me thank the organizers of the Sixteenth Session of the World Meteorological
Organization Congress for the honour given to me and my country to share with you some
thoughts on the way forward for the meteorology sub sector worldwide.
I wish you fruitful deliberations.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!!!!
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Geneva

STATEMENT AT THE HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT
of 16th WORLD METEOROLOGICAL CONGRESS
of the Head of delegation of Republic of Uzbekistan Prof. Chub V.E., Minister, Director General of Uzhydromet

Your Excellencies, Heads of States and Governments, Ministers
Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen

Let me welcome all of you at this representative forum on behalf of the
Government of Republic of Uzbekistan and using this opportunity - to confirm
the sincere adherence of our state to WMO initiatives which forward us to move
ahead towards sustainable development together with other countries of the
world community.
In this context the realization of the key priorities of Strategic Plan of
WMO, and in particular - the implementation of the Global Framework for
Climate Service and capacity building of the developing and least developed
countries is timely and actual.
Fast urbanization, population growth, degradation of environment,
increase of number of natural disasters and rise of degree of vulnerability from
the climate change are the problems of the first priority for many countries.
For Uzbekistan as for all Central Asian countries the problem of negative
effect of climate change is especially acute as it is related to the water resources
of the Aral Sea basin which form the most important link of the national and
regional security of all countries of the region.
Water deficit and degradation of the water and land resources quality is
already being observed over the whole region and has an impact on agricultural
production. Intensive melting of the high-altitude snow and glaciers progressing
with the increase of air temperature and enhancement of evaporation in the river
basins will cause further decrease of water resources which can be rather
substantial in the middle of the century. We emphasize that climate change
triggers serious challenges for countries with dry climate, fragile mountain
ecosystems suffering from droughts, desertification and retreat of glaciers.
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In this regard further extension of program on reduction of disasters risk
(RDR) for ensuring the safety of lives and livelihood via the prevention and
mitigation of consequences of meteorological and hydrological disasters using a
set of measures is very actual. In particular, it includes the assistance in many
sectors such as service in emergency situations, zoning of lands, urban and
infrastructure planning.
It is required to consider such factors causing the disasters as
technogeneous catastrophes. Uzbekistan is concerned with the fact that the
countries make construction of big dams in high-altitude regions where seismic
processes are very intensive which finally lead to the break of hydraulic works
and cause enormous social-and-economical and ecological losses with possible a
lot of human victims in the result of outbreak waves similar to tsunami.
Recent events in the region of Japanese islands demonstrate this vividly.
By the opinion of Uzbekistan the erection of the new mountain
hydropower stations (HPS) can result in the following negative aftereffects:
The intensification of seismicity in the area of dams and dikes increase the
probability of the mudflow and landslide events. The impact of the water storage
on seismic activity is related to the elastic bowing of the Earth’s crust under it,
the value of bowing of the water storage bed is proportional to the specific load
of water on the unit of the bed area.
In the case of earthquake in summer (June - August) ground masses which
are partially ready for the mudflow the ground masses after the shock tremor
after loosing the stability can form mudflows, and the landslides, snow-stone
avalanches and fallen glaciers can transform into high-density mudflows.
Significant damage will be caused to the fragile balance of region in
relation to Aral catastrophe.
The water storages will change the volumes and regime of the river flow
which determine the live survival of millions of people in the region with the
extreme continental desert climate, with deficit of the drinking and irrigation
water, especially in case of regular low water periods.
Change of the river regime in the mid and low stream can have negative
effect to the quality of water resources and the conditions of the flora and fauna
of the basin ecological systems.
After the construction of HPS the area of the water mirror will increase,
this means that evaporation also decreases which can influence the
disappearance of small glaciers.
The microclimate characteristics of low streams will change which on the
background of the global climate warming can lead to the unexpected
consequences.
Taking into account all possible negative consequences of the large
mountain reservoirs, it is necessary to hold an international and independent
environmental impact assessment.
I apply to the Congress in regard to issues of mobilization of resources for
implementation of Global Framework for Climate Service and provision of
2

climate service in the most vulnerable countries to which the countries of
Central Asia region are attributed.
Congress should become the crucial point in our joint efforts aimed at the
provision of the worldwide leadership of WMO community in general and of
national meteorological and hydrological services (NHMS), in particular, in the
expert knowledge and international cooperation in the fields of weather, climate,
hydrology and water resources and related environment problems.
In the conclusion I would like to express the gratitude to the Government
and Swiss citizens for the goodwill and hospitality, to WMO Secretariat and
Organizing Committee for the excellent organization of the 16th World
Meteorological Congress.
Thank you for your attention.

3

REPÚBLICA DE MOÇAMBIQUE

Intervenção de Sua Excelência Eusébio Saíde, ViceMinistro dos Transportes e Comunicações de
Moçambique no XVI Congresso Mundial de
Meteorologia

Genebra, 17 de Maio de 2011
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Excelências,
Distintos Delegados,
Minhas Senhoras e
Meus Senhores

Ao iniciar a minha intervenção gostaria de, em nome do Povo
e Governo da República de Moçambique e em meu nome
pessoal, apresentar as minhas especiais felicitações a
Confederação Suiça, por acolher este grande evento e pelas
facilidades oferecidas. Igualmente as minhas felicitações ao
Secretariado da Organização Mundial de Meteorologia pela
excelente organização dos trabalhos deste Congresso.

Senhor Presidente

Moçambique é um país extremamente vulnerável a desastres
naturais, uma vulnerabilidade que deriva de vários factores,
sendo de destacar:

a) A localização geográfica, numa zona inter-tropical
propícia à ocorrência de ciclones tropicais e de outros
eventos extremos;
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b) Nove principais bacias hidrográficas de Moçambique
são partilhadas com os países vizinhos localizados à
montante, fazendo com que as chuvas intensas que
ocorrem nestes países, fluam directamente para as
zonas baixas em Moçambique, tornando-as muito
vulneráveis às cheias, mas também à situações de
secas;
c) Uma costa com cerca de 2 700 km de extensão, onde se
encontram

implantadas

infra-estruturas

sócio-

económicas relevantes não só para o país mas também
para os países do Interior da região e cerca de 80% da
população do país vive nas zonas costeiras.
d) A prática da agricultura de sequeiro, numa situação de
escassez ou de chuvas irregulares e de solos
empobrecidos, que resulta em baixos índices de
produtividade

com

impacto

sobre

a

segurança

alimentar e nutricional.

Preocupa-nos saber que há dados científicos que apontam
que uma das consequências da variabilidade e das alterações
climáticas seja uma maior irregularidade nos regimes de
precipitação e o aumento da frequência de eventos extremos
e que estes fenómenos não são passageiros, vêm sim para
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ficar e para alterar de forma profunda e estrutural as nossas
vidas. Por experiência própria somos testemunhas do
significado dos impactos destes eventos climáticos e do
modo como afectam os nossos compatriotas e os tecidos
social e económico das nossas comunidades.

Por isso, reduzir a nossa vulnerabilidade e transformar essas
mudanças climáticas em oportunidades de desenvolvimento,
impõe-se a todos e a cada um de nós, daí que temos dado
importantes passos neste sentido, a destacar:

a) No Vale do Zambeze, por exemplo, crescem hoje aldeias
em partes altas, com arruamentos espaçosos e casas
espaçadas e espaços demarcados para infra-estruturas
sociais. Nalguns casos, está já contemplada a floresta
comunitária;
b) Lançamos o programa “uma criança, uma planta” por
ano e “Um líder, uma Floresta Comunitária” que não
tem em vista apenas contribuir para purificar o ar,
induzir o aumento de níveis de pluviosidade e
providenciar sombra, fruta e lenha. Tem igualmente em
vista introduzir novos hábitos de gosto pela natureza e
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contribuir

para

a

redução

das

queimadas

descontroladas que ainda afectam o País;
c) O Plano de Acção Nacional para Adaptação às Mudanças
Climáticas foi já preparado e identifica como algumas
das suas prioridades o fortalecimento do sistema de
aviso prévio e a integração das mudanças climáticas na
gestão de recursos hídricos.
d) O programa de Capacitação Institucional e Gestão e
Educação Ambiental em Escolas Profissionais cujo
propósito é mitigar os efeitos nefastos sobre o
ambiente.

Os desafios que as mudanças climáticas nos colocam,
convidam-nos a apelar a todos os nossos cientistas e
académicos

para

contribuírem

com

o

seu

saber,

conhecimento e experiência para que traduzamos estes
desafios em oportunidades de desenvolvimento. Ao mesmo
tempo que se mostra necessário que a nossa sociedade como
um todo, e os cidadãos em particular, adoptem atitudes e
práticas amigas do ambiente, inspirando-se na Campanha
Nacional de Educação Ambiental em curso em Moçambique.
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Senhor Presidente

Gostaria de recordar que este XVI Congresso Mundial de
Meteorologia realiza-se num período em que a nível mundial
muitos países enfrentam uma grande crise financeira com
reflexos nas suas economias, cujos impactos nos Países em
desenvolvimento como Moçambique ainda são mais graves.
Sabemos que esta situação pode ser agravada se ocorrerem
fenómenos meteorológicos adversos que originem situações
de calamidades naturais, com perdas de vidas e destruição
de bens e infraestruturas, podendo agravar os níveis de
pobreza dos nossos povos.

Apesar de não podermos evitar a ocorrência de desastres
naturais, muito pode ser feito para reduzir o impacto negativo
e a vulnerabilidade das populações e do país aos seus efeitos.
Um requisito primário neste processo é o fortalecimento da
capacidade

nacional

de

monitorização,

previsão

e

disseminação de avisos e alertas, para que se possa actuar
com a devida antecedência.

É neste contexto que o plano Quinquenal do Governo da
República de Moçambique (2010-2014) tem no seu programa
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de acção o estabelecimento de um Centro de Investigação
Climática e de Gestão e Avaliação de Riscos cujo objectivo é
criar capacidades de investigação aplicada, para promover o
apoio a projectos de investigação no domínio do clima,
ambiente e gestão e avaliação de riscos, nomeadamente os
que se enquadram em cenários, impactos e medidas de
adaptação.

Esta iniciativa tem um enquadramento nas orientações da
Quadragésima - Primeira Sessão da Comissão Económica
para a África, realizada em 2008, em Adis Abeba – Etiópia e
da 3a Conferência Mundial sobre o Clima realizada, aqui em
Genebra, em 2009 a qual contou com a participação de Sua
Excelência o Senhor Presidente da República de Moçambique
Armando Emílio Guebuza, como Co-Presidente.

Importa recordar que um dos importantes resultados desta
conferência foi a aprovação da criação do Quadro Global
sobre os Serviços do Clima, que dado ao papel que irá
desempenhar na solução dos problemas dos países em via de
desenvolvimento como o nosso, conta com o nosso total
apoio, por isso nos orgulhamos de ter o antigo Presidente de
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Moçambique Sua Excia Joaquim Alberto Chissano como
membro.
Senhor Presidente

Face à vulnerabilidade do país, Moçambique preparou o seu
Plano de Acção Nacional para Adaptação às Mudanças
Climáticas. Algumas das prioridades identificadas no Plano
são o fortalecimento do Sistema de Aviso Prévio e a
Integração das mudanças climáticas na gestão de recursos
hídricos.

Para o fortalecimento do sistema de aviso prévio, é
necessário, e por isso está previsto, a expansão e o
melhoramento da rede meteorológica e climatológica nacional
pois, só com uma boa rede será possível fazer uma previsão
de tempo com boa qualidade técnica. No entanto, a dimensão
do esforço para melhorar e ampliar a rede nacional de
observações, com o consequente tratamento e arquivo numa
base de dados nacional integrada, implica apoios adicionais
por parte dos parceiros da cooperação e das várias fontes de
financiamento disponíveis nos canais internacionais para a
área do Clima.
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No que se refere à integração das mudanças climáticas na
gestão integrada das bacias hidrográficas, pretendemos criar
capacidades para:
• Controlar o nível das águas fluviais;
• Melhorar a qualidade das previsões, dos avisos e
alertas para situações de cheias e secas;
• Melhorar a qualidade de água disponível no país e o seu
armazenamento

em

período

de

abundância

para

posterior uso em períodos de escassez através de
construção de represas e barragens.

O País necessita de barragens de pequenas a grandes
dimensões para garantir o abastecimento de água para
irrigação com vista a aumentar a produção agrícola e a
segurança alimentar, produção de energia, conservação da
biodiversidade, controle e protecção contra cheias e a
manutenção de caudais ecológicos.

Senhor Presidente
Excelências
Minhas Senhoras
Meus Senhores
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É expectativa dos Moçambicanos que as decisões que serão
aqui adoptadas considerem as necessidades dos países em
desenvolvimento, em termos de criação de capacidades
técnicas e cientificas para a previsão, geração de cenários
climáticos e estabelecimento de sistemas integrados de
informação climática de apoio à decisão.

Muito Obrigado pela atenção dispensada.
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STATEMENT DELIVERED BY
DR. NATHANIEL T. SERVANDO
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PHILIPPINES
TO THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
ON BEHALF OF
DR. GRACIANO P. YUMUL, JR.
VICE-MINISTER
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

WMO PRESIDENT BEDRITSKY,
WMO SECRETARY-GENERAL JARRAUD,
EXCELLENCIES,
DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE
PHILIPPINES, I THANK THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
FOR PROVIDING, DURING THIS 16TH WORLD METEOROLOGICAL
CONGRESS A VERY IMPORTANT FORUM FOR ITS MEMBERS TO
DETERMINE THE COLLECTIVE COURSE OF ACTIONS TO FURTHER
ADVANCE THE GOALS OF WMO FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL COUNTRIES
AND ALL SECTORS OF SOCIETY. I ALSO WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR
APPRECIATION TO THE REMARKABLE EFFORTS OF THE ORGANIZATION
MADE SINCE THE 15TH CONGRESS WHICH PAVED THE WAY FOR MAJOR
INITIATIVES, IN PARTICULAR, THE GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR CLIMATE
SERVICES (GFCS), WHICH RESULTED FROM
THE WORLD CLIMATE
CONFERENCE-3 (WCC *3).
THIS CONGRESS WILL LAY DOWN THE NECESSARY MECHANISMS FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GFCS, WHICH WAS A MAJOR FOCUS OF
WMO IN THE COURSE OF THE 15TH CONFERENCE OF PARTIES (COP 15)
TO THE UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE
CHANGE (UNFCCC) IN COPENHAGEN IN DECEMBER 2009. A SUCCESSFUL
GLOBAL FRAMEWORK WILL GO A LONG WAY FOR THE ADDRESSING THE
RISKS AND APPROPRIATE ADAPTATION MEASURES ASSOCIATED WITH
CLIMATE VARIABILITY AND CHANGE AT ALL LEVELS. IT WILL HELP TO
FURTHER STRENGTHEN EXISTING LOCAL, NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND
GLOBAL NETWORKS OF CLIMATE OBSERVATION, RESEARCH, AND
SERVICES PROGRAMMES.
THE CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGE IS ENORMOUS AND REQUIRES A
COMPREHENSIVE AND COORDINATED RESPONSE FROM THE WORLD
COMMUNITY. GAPS IN CLIMATE NETWORKS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
NEED TO BE RECTIFIED SO THAT CLIMATE CHANGE CAN BE ADEQUATELY
MONITORED. THE PHILIPPINES RANKS HIGH AMONG THE MOST
VULNERABLE COUNTRIES TO CLIMATE CHANGE, BEING AN ARCHIPELAGO
OF 7,109 ISLANDS WITH A TOTAL COASTLINE OF ABOUT 36,000
KILOMETERS WHICH WILL BE SUBJECTED TO THE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF
SEA LEVEL RISE, A MAJOR RESULT OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND TO

COASTAL FLOODING AND INUNDATION DUE TO STORM SURGE WITH THE
PROJECTED INCREASE IN THE FREQUENCY AND INTENSITY OF TROPICAL
CYCLONES AFFECTING THE AREA.
IN THIS CONNECTION, THE PHILIPPINES LENDS ITS SUPPORT TO GLOBAL
EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE BY PROVIDING MUCH IMPROVED
RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL WITH THE
ENACTMENT OF THE CLIMATE CHANGE ACT WHICH PAVED THE WAY IN
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CLIMATE CHANGE COMMISSION HEADED BY THE
PRESIDENT, THE ISSUANCE OF THE CLIMATE CHANGE FRAMEWORK
STRATEGY AND THE FINALIZATION OF THE NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE
ACTION PLAN.
MR PRESIDENT,
THE DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DOST), THROUGH
THE PHILIPPINE ATMOSPHERIC, GEOPHYSICAL AND ASTRONOMICAL
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (PAGASA), THE COUNTRY’S
NATIONAL
METEOROLOGICAL AND HYDROLOGICAL SERVICE, ASSISTS IN EFFORTS
TO INCORPORATE AN INTEGRATED DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND
CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION MEASURES INTO NATIONAL POLICIES.
THESE EFFORTS , INCLUDE THE IDENTIFICATION OF PRIORITIES AND
OPTIONS IN KEY SECTORS, SUCH AS AGRICULTURE, WATER
RESOURCES, HEALTH, TRANSPORT, TOURISM, DISASTER RISK
MANAGEMENT AND COASTAL MANAGEMENT THROUGH EXISTING
NATIONAL ASSESSMENTS AND ACTION PLANS, IN SUPPORT OF OUR
COUNTRY’S QUEST FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.
IN ADDITION, THE NMHS OF THE COUNTRY CONTINUES TO WORK ON
ENHANCING ITS CONTRIBUTION TO THE WMO GLOBAL OBSERVING
SYSTEMS CRUCIAL FOR
EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS SUCH AS BY
UPGRADING OF SURVEILLANCE RADARS, ESTABLISHMENT OF DOPPLER
RADAR STATIONS, UPGRADING OF METEOROLOGICAL SATELLITE
RECEIVING FACILITIES (NOAA, MTSAT), UPGRADING OF UPPER AIR OR
RADIOSONDE STATIONS SOME OF WHICH ARE COMMITTED TO THE
WMO’S WORLD WEATHER WATCH (WWW), DEPLOYMENT OF MARINE
METEOROLOGICAL BUOYS AND INSTALLATION OF MORE AUTOMATIC
WEATHER STATIONS (AWS). ACQUISITION OF A WIND PROFILER AND
AUTOMATIC AVIATION WEATHER OBSERVATION SYSTEM (AWOS) HAS
BEEN MADE TO ENHANCE THE COUNTRY’S CIVIL AVIATION SERVICE
CAPABILITY.
THE
PHILIPPINES
CONTINUES
TO
SUPPORT
THE
REAL-TIME
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF METEOROLOGICAL AND RELATED DATA,
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES NEEDED BY THE NATIONAL METEOROLOGICAL
AND HYDROMETEOROLOGICAL SERVICES (NMSS) OF WMO MEMBERS
FOR THEIR OPERATION BY CONTRIBUTING TO THE WMO GLOBAL
TELECOMMUNICATION SYSTEM (GTS) UNDER THE WORLD WEATHER
WATCH (WWW).
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ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (DRR), THE PAGASA HAS STEPPED UP
EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY-BASED EARLY WARNING
SYSTEM IN COOPERATION WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS (LGUS)
NATIONWIDE. IT ALSO CONTINUES TO CONDUCT VULNERABILITY AND
RISK ASSESSMENT STUDIES THROUGH HAZARD MAPPING OF AREAS
PRONE TO HYDRO-METEOROLOGICAL HAZARDS IN THE EASTERN
SEABOARDS OF THE COUNTRY. THE PAGASA AND DOST COORDINATE
WITH THE NATIONAL DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND MANAGEMENT
COUNCIL
(NDRRMC),
THE
COORDINATOR
OF
ALL
DISASTER
MANAGEMENT WITH ENHANCED TERMS OF REFERENCE. WITH THE
NDRRMC, THE GOVERNMENT IS NOW PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON EARLY
WARNING AND DISASTER PREPAREDNESS FOR THE PROTECTION OF
LIFE, LIVELIHOOD AND PROPERTY, DECENTRALIZED TO LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS SINCE VULNERABILITY AND RISK REDUCTION ARE MORE
EFFECTIVELY DONE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL.
MOREOVER, THE PHILIPPINES THROUGH PAGASA, WITH THE UNIVERSITY
OF THE PHILIPPINES (UP), IS ONE OF THE WMO REGIONAL TRAINING
CENTRES (RTCS) AND HAS CONTRIBUTED TO MEETING THE TRAINING
NEEDS OF THE REGION. PAGASA CONDUCTS VARIOUS TRAINING
COURSES FOR PERSONNEL, OPEN TO MEMBER COUNTRIES, IN
METEOROLOGY AND OPERATIONAL HYDROLOGY. THE INSTITUTE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND METEOROLOGY (IESM), OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES OFFERS GRADUATE COURSES, I.E.,
M.SC. AND PH.D. IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND METEOROLOGY AND
ALSO A DIPLOMA COURSE IN THESE FIELDS OF SCIENCE.
MR PRESIDENT,
I WISH TO EXPRESS ONCE MORE THE PHILIPPINES’ APPRECIATION OF
THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION AND THE IDEALS IT
REPRESENTS. WE ARE PROUD TO BE PART OF THIS IMPORTANT
ORGANIZATION WHICH HAVE BEEN HELPING AND CONTINUE TO HELP ITS
MEMBERS AND THEIR PEOPLE IN THEIR QUEST FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT, THROUGH ITS SUPPORT TO THE BROAD NATIONAL
METEOROLOGICAL, HYDROLOGICAL
AND RELATED COMMUNITIES,
PARTICULARLY THE NATIONAL METEOROLOGICAL AND HYDROLOGICAL
SERVICES. WE REITERATE OUR COMMITMENT TO THE PROGRAMMES
AND ACTIVITIES OF WMO.
THE PHILIPPINE DELEGATION WISHES
EVERYONE A SUCCESSFUL AND FRUITFUL SESSION.
THANK YOU.
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STATEMENT AT THE HIGH LEVEL SEGMENT
OF THE 16TH WORLD METEOROLOGICAL CONGRESS (Cg-XVI)
by

Stanislaw Gawlowski
Secretary of State
Ministry of the Environment
(Geneva, 17 May 2011)

Mr Alexander Bedritsky, President of WMO,
Mr Michel Jarraud, Secretary-General of WMO,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our today’s meeting on the occasion of the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress, which
is the supreme body of the World Meteorological Organization, is a welcome opportunity
to emphasize that WMO has been over sixty years safeguarding the life and property
of people around the world. The Organization makes at the same time every effort to reach
this goal through efficient operation of measurement-observing as well as forecasting services
of its Member States.
Close global and regional cooperation developed among National Hydrological and
Meteorological Services aims to harmonize working standards and create equal development
opportunities for all WMO Member States. Such activities have been continued regardless
of geopolitical situation. The Polish Government would like to express its appreciation and
recognition to the WMO staff for this unique work during the whole period of activity.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Our times pose further challenges, those lasting, associated with continued advances
in knowledge and technology, as well as new ones associated with rapid climate change and
its impact on social and economic sector. Thus, the World Meteorological Organization
should provide appropriate response policies and measures.
One of them, the Ministerial Declaration released under the auspices of the WMO Third
World Climate Conference held in Geneva in late August and early September of 2009,
is highly valued. The Declaration has underpinned establishment of the Global Framework
for Climate Services. The Polish Government is fully supporting this initiative and will make
every effort to implement it as smoothly as possible.
It is worth stressing that new initiative can significantly contribute to increase the role
of WMO in a broadly meant climate information management.
Strong and authoritative voice of the World Meteorological Organization on weather, climate
and environment should sound especially clear in the context of pending issues during the
debates of the Seventeenth Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change to be convened in half a year in Durban, the Republic
of South Africa.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
The Polish Government and representatives of the Polish National Hydrological
and Meteorological Service have tried hard to identify challenges that the society has to face
as well as the most efficient way to cope with them.
During the last Fifteenth World Meteorological Congress the Polish Government supported
regular strengthening of hazardous phenomena early warning systems and mitigation
of weather and climate adverse effects. Lessons learned during the last four years in Poland
convinced us of their crucial importance. Only last year our country was hit three times
by river floods and severe winter. These events made us aware of a need to maintain
an effective monitoring, forecasting and warning system linked with emergency services
in crisis situations. The phenomena proved also vital role of education and communications.
To meet this need the Polish National Service initiated in 2008 recurrent workshops for Focal
Points for Communication in the National Hydrological and Meteorological Services.
In March this year Poland hosted their next edition in Krakow.
Numerous national services across the world acknowledge the need for a stronger social and
institutional education, including also anti-crisis activities. Much can still be improved
in the publicity and transparency of information. This issue will be addressed at a series
of meetings which the Polish Service will organize this autumn for all interested services
of WMO Member States.
While understanding a necessity for climate change adaptation through capacity building
in national services of the developing countries, the Polish Government and Polish National
Hydrological and Meteorological Service have sponsored and will further provide financial
support to facilitate participation of their representatives in the said meetings.
In closing, I wish all the Congress participants fruitful debates resulting in important
conclusions and recommendations that can be put into practice.
Thank you.
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Federal Department of Home Affairs FDHA
Federal Office of Meteorology and Climatology MeteoSwiss

Alex Rubli, 11 May 2011

16e congrès de l’Organisation météorologique mondiale
Discours de Dr. Christian Plüss, Suisse

Excellences
Monsieur le Président,
Monsieur le Secrétaire général
Mesdames et Messieurs les délégués des membres de l’OMM
Mesdames et Messieurs,

C’est pour moi un honneur de m’adresser à vous en tant que représentant de l’Etat où siège
l’OMM.
Vous et moi sommes venus à Genève pour analyser les prestations fournies par l‘OMM au
cours des quatre dernières années et définir la politique à adopter pour les quatre prochaines
années, ainsi que pour l’avenir en général. Avec le recul, nous pouvons affirmer que la troisième Conférence mondiale sur le climat a constitué l’événement phare des quatre dernières
années. Comme ce fut déjà le cas pour les deux premières conférences, la troisième édition a
également aboutit à un résultat innovant : le Cadre mondial pour les services climatologiques
(CMSC). L’objectif de ce cadre est de renforcer les efforts déjà déployés dans les domaines
de la recherche, de l’observation climatique et de l’échange de données. Il constituera, et c’est
là l’innovation, la plaque tournante reliant les prestataires de services et les utilisateurs. Nous
avons besoin d’intensifier le dialogue entre les offices nationaux de météorologie et
d’hydrologie et leurs clients, qui utilisent leurs produits. Car dans le domaine du climat, les
probabilités émises par les experts, pour déployer tout leur potentiel, doivent être parfaitement
adaptées aux profils de risques des utilisateurs. Le CMSC constitue donc un maillon impor-
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tant qui vient compléter la chaîne de production. Comme vous le savez, l’OMM occupe une
place particulière parmi les diverses organisations actives dans le domaine de
l’environnement : elle est spécialisée dans les aspects techniques et opérationnels et permet à
ses membres de fournir des prestations à la population et aux décideurs économiques et politiques. En raison de son caractère opérationnel, le CMSC devrait rester le plus proche possible
de l’OMM, qui est l’organisation la plus adéquate pour le soutenir.
Mesdames et Messieurs, l’OMM et les services météorologiques et hydrologiques nationaux
apportent une contribution de premier ordre à la lutte contre les changements climatiques. En
effet, leurs observations et leurs programmes de recherche constituent les fondements scientifiques des décisions politiques en la matière. De plus, ils soutiennent le Groupe intergouvernemental d’experts sur l’évolution du climat, le GIEG, qui est la référence mondiale pour
l’évaluation des connaissances scientifiques sur les changements climatiques.
Le domaine de la climatologie et le développement du CMSC ne sont pas les seuls défis que
devront relever l’OMM et ses membres au cours des quatre prochaines années. Les inondations au Pakistan et à l'Australie, les tempêtes au Bangladesh et au Yémen, les tremblements
de terre et le tsunami au Japon, ainsi que les récentes tornades aux Etats-Unis ont montré une
fois de plus que les conditions météorologiques sont souvent à l’origine des catastrophes naturelles, ou du moins qu’elles jouent un rôle important dans la gestion de leurs conséquences.
Le nuage de cendres que le vent a déplacé de l’Islande vers l’Europe l’hiver dernier a considérablement perturbé le trafic aérien, engendrant des coûts énormes et montrant combien notre
société est, aujourd’hui encore, tributaire des caprices de la nature. L’OMM et les services
météorologiques et hydrologiques doivent encore intensifier leurs efforts pour aider à réduire
les risques et les coûts liés aux catastrophes naturelles.
Ces dernières années, le Secrétaire général a, à juste titre, déployé des efforts importants pour
améliorer la gestion administrative et renforcer les organes de surveillance. Nous attendons
toutefois de lui à l’avenir qu’il recentre les activités sur la coopération technique et scientifique ainsi que sur le renforcement des capacités, sans pour autant négliger la qualité qu’il a
réussi à instaurer en matière de gestion.
Il est clair que l’OMM ne peut pas mener à bien ses tâches sans les moyens financiers nécessaires. Les cotisations obligatoires de l’organisation sont restées stables pendant des années,
sans jamais pouvoir être adaptées au renchérissement. Aujourd’hui, la base financière de
l’OMM commence à s’effriter. De nombreuses activités importantes de l’OMM sont d’ores et
déjà financées par des dons. Malheureusement, les conditions actuelles ne se prêtent pas à une
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augmentation des cotisations : l’économie mondiale subit toujours les effets de la crise financière. Toutefois, j’aimerais faire en sorte que l’OMM repose sur des bases financières saines.
Si les membres ne sont pas prêts à investir davantage, nous devrons en payer le prix d’une
façon ou d’une autre : en enregistrant des pertes provoquées par une mauvaise planification
due à des données de base lacunaires, en restant impuissants face à des dommages qui auraient pu être évités sur des logements et des infrastructures ou, et ce serait encore plus tragique, en voyant des vies humaines sacrifiées.
Je suis heureux de pouvoir toutefois vous annoncer que le gouvernement suisse a décidé il y a
quelques mois de prolonger de quatre ans sa contribution financière au Centre mondial du
rayonnement de Davos, qui fournit d’importantes prestations en faveur du programme VAG.
Par ailleurs, la Suisse soutient bien évidemment la mise en place du CMSC. Elle est prête à
fournir une aide de départ conséquente pour l’installation du secrétariat au sein de l’OMM.
Mesdames et Messieurs, pour que les décideurs politiques acceptent de fournir les ressources
nécessaires à l’OMM ainsi qu’aux services météorologiques et hydrologiques, ils doivent
connaître la qualité et la quantité des bénéfices qui peuvent être tirés de nos activités. Leur
décision dépend entre autre de la manière dont nous allons leur fournir ces informations. C’est
pourquoi Météo Suisse, conformément au plan d’action de Madrid de l’OMM, a demandé
qu’une étude soit menée pour évaluer les bénéfices sociaux et économiques apportés par les
prestations météorologiques, climatiques et hydrologiques. Nous nous réjouissons d’ores et
déjà de la conférence que nous tiendrons avec l’OMM à ce propos en automne. Mais le plus
important à mon avis reste la crédibilité de notre organisation. Si nous demandons davantage
de fonds aux décideurs politiques, nous devons pouvoir leur montrer que nous sommes en
mesure de servir leurs intérêts politiques. Et la seule façon de faire passer ce message, c’est de
gagner leur confiance, en leur présentant l’image d’une organisation unie et solidaire lors du
16e congrès.
Dans cette perspective, je souhaite que ce congrès soit un véritable succès. Je vous remercie
de votre attention.
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Canada Country Statement
Salutation;, Ministers, Excellencies, President of WMO, delegates Secretary General
Jarraud.
On behalf of the Government of Canada, I would like to thank Secretary-General
Michel Jarraud and President Bedritskiy for their leadership of the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) for the past eight years.
Mr. Chairman, Canada is a committed partner of the WMO, because we believe that
the continued investment of time and effort to address the priorities of this
organization is for the benefit of all.
The five priorities we will discuss during this Congress reflect a more cooperative
framework, effective communication with users and leveraging and building collective
capacity. These principles are particularly relevant to Canada, given our vast territory,
our varied and extreme climate, and our comparatively small population base. We
believe strongly that building global capacity in these priority areas will result in benefits
for all nations through improved monitoring, prediction and a commitment to high quality,
user-defined services for citizens.
The Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) and the WMO Integrated Global
Observing System and Information System (WIGOS / WIS) are critical, transformative
initiatives for WMO Members, our partners and the many sectors we serve. They will
form the future foundation for enhancing access to vital climate and water information
for the most vulnerable, improving our understanding of planet Earth, optimizing our
weather forecasts and understanding of our future climate for the benefit of all
citizens.
These two initiatives are also important to support observational methods, systems
and networks through a more integrated Earth System approach and help strengthen
WMO’s contribution to the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS).
We would highlight that our community must achieve better understanding of the scope,
scale and implications of change in polar regions. Canada’s Northern Strategy and
Canada’s International Strategy for the North illustrate the importance we accord in
Canada on addressing this issue. The witnessed changes in the cryosphere bear
significance for the entire planet with pronounced polar influences on world-wide climate
and weather systems, including the potential for a significant rise in sea levels. We look
forward to discussions during Congress on the implementation of the Global Cryosphere
Watch as a contribution to monitoring and understanding the scope and scale of these
changes in polar regions.
WMO has focused efforts on Disaster Risk Reduction through the implementation of
regional projects on drought, flooding and other extremes. Improving the prediction of
such events will help protect our citizens and our infrastructure. It will help to address
issues related to food security. To be successful [in DRR], we must create mechanisms
by which the WMO collaborates well with other organizations such as the United Nations
Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency
Response( UN-SPIDER), the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, and the
Food and Agriculture Organization, to name a few.
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Capacity development is an integral part of all five priorities. In this regard, we
believe there is no better investment than the training of a new generation of
scientists and technologists and the building of institutional capacity. For example,
Canada along with other partners, has worked closely with Haiti's National
Meteorological Centre to provide support and expertise in helping to rebuild the
Haitian Meteorological Service after the tragic earthquake on January 12, 2010.
With respect to Civil Aviation, the aviation industry has sent clear signals to the
meteorological community to improve our quality management systems. Our community
is responding and Canada is taking steps to transfer our experience to other nations
In closing, Canada recognizes the leadership role and commitment to excellence that
WMO provides. We will continue to contribute to a robust world-wide network for
timely, accurate and reliable global data that is shared among all countries so that all
citizens receive the information necessary for their well-being. We will uphold our
responsibilities and work with our international partners to improve weather and
climate services for all countries, developed and developing. In short, you can
continue to count on Canada to do its part to support WMO and its priorities, in
Canada, and in the world.
Thank You
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Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Secrétaire général, c'est avec grand plaisir que je
souhaite exprimer aujourd'hui, au nom de la France, devant cette prestigieuse assemblée,
notre soutien à l’OMM, dont la France a toujours été l'un des principaux et plus fidèles
partenaires, à travers Météo-France notamment, et qui doit aujourd'hui relever plusieurs
défis majeurs.
I. Le premier défi, c'est celui de la mise en place et du financement du Cadre Mondial
pour les Services Climatologiques :
A./ Nous soutenons l’objectif de renforcement des capacités, focalisé sur les pays
les plus vulnérables, associant les autorités responsables des politiques d’adaptation au
niveau local, national ou régional, pour s’assurer que les investissements répondent aux
besoins prioritaires et s’inscrivent dans une perspective durable.
Il nous paraît essentiel de renforcer ou de créer rapidement la composante régionale du
cadre, souvent la plus pertinente pour rapprocher l’offre de services climatiques des
demandes en matière de politiques d’adaptation.
La vulnérabilité du continent africain explique le soutien historique de la France au centre
africain d'applications météorologiques pour le développement --ACMAD--, notamment
dans le cadre des projets qui lui ont été confiés par la Banque africaine du développement et
le Fonds français pour l’Environnement mondial sur la gestion des risques climatiques.
Le cadre mondial doit tenir compte du contexte budgétaire et financier international très
contraint et s'insérer dans le mouvement de modernisation et d'efficacité accrue du système
des Nations Unies. Il doit tirer tout le bénéfice des excellents travaux de l'Organisation
météorologique mondiale, du GIEC, de la Convention Cadre sur le climat et de l'ensemble
des parties prenantes à la modélisation, à la prévention et à l'adaptation au changement
climatique, dans un souci d’efficacité globale accrue.
Avec le GIEC, les actions pour l’adaptation au changement climatique, et le suivi des
grands phénomènes atmosphériques aux conséquences régionales et mondiales comme el
Niño, la Niña ou les éruptions volcaniques, la participation de l’OMM au Cadre mondial
constituera donc pour l’organisation un nouveau pas en avant dans le domaine climatique.
B./ La France entend maintenir ou renforcer un haut niveau d'engagement dans
les domaines identifiés comme prioritaires pour le Cadre mondial.
Nous avons participé activement aux travaux du GIEC depuis sa création et nos équipes de
recherche ont mis leurs résultats à la disposition de la communauté internationale. Ces
équipes sont prêtes à apporter leur contribution aux bases scientifiques du Cadre mondial,
en en faisant bénéficier toutes les parties prenantes de leur expérience.
Les applications opérationnelles de fourniture de services se mettent également en place,
notamment grâce aux efforts de Météo-France qui propose d’ores et déjà des produits sur le

climat passé, présent et futur, de manière très fine sur la France, avec le projet DRIAS, mais
aussi sur les territoires d’outre-mer et l’Afrique.
La France participe à de nombreux projets de coopération sur le climat, par exemple en
Afrique avec les projets VIGIRISC sur les risques climatiques pour les différents secteurs
économiques, ou sur l’Océan Indien avec le projet ACClimate sur l’adaptation au
changement climatique.
Meteo-France international, filiale de Meteo-France, a un positionnement sans équivalent
dans la conception et le déploiement de projets intégrés en matière de systèmes de
traitement de données météorologiques. MFI aide les services hydrométéorologiques, en
particulier dans les pays en développement ou émergents, de la conception à la mise en
œuvre de leurs projets de modernisation et dans le développement de leur capacité de
service vers les utilisateurs finaux. MFI fournit également des systèmes d'information
météorologiques innovants couvrant le spectre complet des besoins, depuis la prévision
jusqu’aux services aux utilisateurs, en passant par les alertes précoces, la climatologie ou
encore la mise en oeuvre du Système d'Information de l'OMM.
Enfin, la France a eu l’occasion de rappeler lors de la troisième conférence mondiale sur la
réduction des risques de catastrophes, toute l'importance qu'elle accordait à ce dernier
domaine, évidemment pertinent pour nos discussions sur le cadre mondial de service
climatologiques et l'action de l'OMM

II. Le deuxième défi, c'est celui de l'ancrage de l'OMM dans le système onusien et de la
dynamique inter-agences dans laquelle elle doit insérer toujours plus son action,
C’est le cas du Cadre mondial qui, bien qu’initié par l’OMM, est un projet des Nations
Unies qui mobilise et engage l’ensemble de la communauté internationale.
La plupart d’entre nous sommes engagés dans les négociations pour la mise en place d’un
régime global de lutte contre le changement climatique, ceci dans le cadre de la Convention
Cadre des nations unies sur le changement climatique. Nous devons assurer la cohérence de
nos actions et favoriser les synergies dans le traitement des enjeux climatiques. Il est
essentiel de faciliter les échanges d’information, que les travaux de la CCNUCC puissent
nourrir ceux de l’OMM et vice-versa. La conférence de Cancun, fin 2010, a permis de
progresser sur différents volets des négociations, avec notamment la mise en place d’un
cadre international pour l’adaptation au changement climatique ; cette dynamique positive
doit faciliter la mise en place d’un dispositif international efficace pour répondre aux
urgences climatiques.

III. Le troisième et dernier défi qu'il me semble important de relever aujourd'hui, c'est
celui de la poursuite de la modernisation de l'organisation, de sa concentration sur sa
valeur ajoutée, ses cinq priorités et les avantages comparatifs que lui procurent son
fonctionnement si particulier.

Permettez moi ici de saluer les avancées continues sous l'impulsion du Secrétaire
général Michel Jarraud, dont nous souhaitons vivement la réélection afin qu’il
poursuive son action courageuse et efficace au service de l’OMM. Il a su, dans une
organisation qui demeure fondamentalement l’émanation des services météorologiques et
hydrologiques nationaux, profondément améliorer la gestion interne, la communication
externe, et le recentrage de l’organisation sur des priorités bien définies, comme le reflète le
projet de budget pour 2012-2015.
C’est à nous Etats membres, en poursuivant les excellentes relations avec le
Secrétariat, de définir le juste équilibre qui permettra à l’OMM, tout en renforçant sa
légitimité sur son cœur d’activité et en consolidant son modèle de financement global,
d’être pleinement intégrée dans la dynamique des négociations climatiques et dans
l’action des Nations-Unies en matière de développement durable.

UK Statement for the WMO Congress High Level Segment
Distinguished Delegates, Secretary-general. I thank the President of WMO for
convening this high level segment ahead of the Sixteenth World Meteorological
Congress. We look forward to the important matters that will be discussed during the
next three weeks and express our thanks to all Members who are in attendance. The
UK would specifically like to address one of the most important issues for the
Organisation, namely the Global Framework for Climate Services. We welcome the
Report of the High-level Task Force for the Global Framework for Climate Services
and thank the co-chairs Mr Egeland and Dr Abu-Zeid, the other members of the Task
Force, and it’s Secretariat for the hard work they have put in to prepare the report.
We all recognise that resilience to climate variability and adaptation to climate
change represents an important challenge for the sustainable development of
society. We believe that the GFCS will be an important mechanism to address the
complex and immense variety of user needs for climate services. This is a truly
global concern which requires multidisciplinary efforts across international
boundaries. Crucially the Framework will enable every country, particularly those
most vulnerable to climate change, to provide a basic level of effective climate
services for the benefit of their citizens and society on the timescales of months to
many decades. In particular, the United Kingdom welcomes the proposal to establish
the Climate Services Information System at this WMO Congress as part of the
GFCS. Scientific institutions in the UK are looking forward to playing a leading role in
the provision of predictions from monthly to multi-decadal timescales as part of the
CSIS. The UK has considerable experience in the provision of climate services and
the UK Met Office Hadley Centre has a proven track record as providers of seasonal
forecasts, climate change scenario information and in helping business sectors to
adapt to climate change. The Met Office Hadley Centre is already well established as
a WMO Global Producing Centre for long range forecasts and is unique in combining
operational weather services with climate prediction. For many years the UK has
provided support in terms of both forecasting and capacity building to a number of
Regional Climate Outlook Fora. These services are backed up by a strong climate
research programme covering monthly, seasonal, decadal and centennial
timescales. We are enthusiastic, ready and willing to coordinate the exchange of
information and share our expertise as part of the GFCS.
The UK is highly supportive of the focus in the Report on building the capacity of
climate information services in developing countries.
Those countries most
vulnerable to climate variability and change are often those with least resources. The
WMO’s existing Capacity Building programmes provide an ideal mechanism for this
governance. The UK is committed to developing regional capacity for climate
prediction and services as we have already done for example with regional climate
change modelling through the PRECIS programme which has engaged almost 100
countries. UK international aid will continue to look favourably on projects which
support climate resilience and adaptation to climate change in the most vulnerable
countries, and we expect that projects that help implement the GFCS will form part of
that broader portfolio.
However, it is important that for the Framework to be most effective we need to focus
as much of our precious resources as possible on projects which will make a real
difference where it is most needed. For that reason we support a ‘light touch’
approach to governance, using existing and well proven structures, such as GCOS,
WCRP and the WMO Commission for Climatology under the coordination of a GFCS
Executive Board. This will not only provide more focus on outcomes but also the

best use of funding in this difficult financial climate. It is inefficient to spread precious
resources over many duplicated mechanisms. Making best use of GCOS and
WCRP will develop and reinvigorate these programmes through direction of climate
funding directly into these critical areas, rather than into the creation of unnecessary
additional governance structures.
In summary, we strongly support the principles and proposed programmes of the
GFCS which, if implemented in the most effective way, will make a huge difference to
those in the most vulnerable countries in responding to and adapting to the impacts
of climate change and being more resilient to climate variability. The UK will be an
enthusiastic partner in implementing the GFCS, and strongly believes that the GFCS
will be best served with a simple and cost-effective governance mechanism.

STATEMENT BY
THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
AT THE HIGH LEVEL SEGMENT OF WMO CONGRESS XVI,
16 MAY 2011
Honorable President of WMO Alexander Bedritsky,
Your Excellencies Ministers, Ambassadors, Secretaries of States and Executive Heads
of UN Agencies,
Honorable Vice Presidents of WMO,
Honorable Secretary General Michel Jarraud,
Distinguished Permanent Representatives by WMO,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
May I first of all express my deep appreciation and gratitude to the Government
and People of Switzerland for hosting this historic and crucial event. This WMO
congress, a firm fixture every four years, provides a great opportunity for review and for
reflection on what we have achieved and how we can progress.
Throughout its 60 year of services, WMO has shown its strong commitments and
efforts to ensure the safe and sound of society, fostering the science and research as
well as advancing the services through delivering information of weather, climate and
hydrology to society. Nonetheless, some of our notable homeworks are “ better
climate model and simulation for the tropics “.
Indonesia notices with appreciation a wide variety of WMO programs on weather,
climate and water. Those programs share benefit of coordination, cooperation and
togetherness among developed and developing countries in elevating the welfare of
many people in developing world. A greater ability for the developing countries to better
utilize weather and climate data are just some of the many fruits of the WMO efforts.
Despite substantial reduction in losses, global climatic changes have brought
unforeseen magnitude of calamity.

Furthermore, the role of WMO as the leading agent of change has been
indispensable throughout history of its presence. The formation of IPCC, UNFCCC and
the upcoming GFCS are just a number of historical milestones of the remarkable
legacy of the WMO.
The future shape and effectiveness of the organization of WMO, however,
should be further strengthened that would lead to a better UN body that promises a
better working mechanism among WMO subsidiary bodies. The new initiative, a
breakthrough of voluntary budget resources just introduced by SG, shall
accommodate a better relationship between WMO technical commissions as the
extension of WMO structure in the technical field and Regional Association Working
Groups as the execution of regional program. The better working structure should be
reflected in a better budget structure allocation among WMO subsidiary bodies.
Eventually, the rate of success of the regional association comes from the measure of
success in RA WG in delivering the concrete outputs. This in turn will also be the
rate of success of the entire WMO.
Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlement
Indonesia is hopeful and optimistic that this congress will move us closer to
fulfilling both the Global Societal Needs and the Millennium Development Goal and thus
contribute to a safer society.
Let us do our utmost here to make sure this Congress propels us to the goals
that will save us and the generation to come from the havoc of nature and live
harmoniously with all realms of environment.
Thank you.
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Congress-16 (Cg-XVI)
Statement to be delivered by Mr. Nishide on behalf of Dr. Hatori,
Permanent Representative of Japan with WMO at the High-level
Segment

Thank you Mr. President,
Distinguished Guests, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my great pleasure and honor to have this opportunity to
deliver a statement on behalf of Dr. Hatori, Permanent
Representative of Japan with WMO.
On the 11th of March, a devastating earthquake and tsunami
struck Japan. It left around 25 (twenty five) thousand people dead
or missing, and more than a hundred thousand evacuees are still
displaced.

During this difficult time in Japan, Dr. Hatori, myself

and all the staff of the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) were
very much encouraged by the warm messages from Permanent
Representatives of many Members, the Secretary-General of
WMO, and friends and colleagues from all over the world.

I

would like to take this opportunity to extend our sincere gratitude
to them all.
JMA is responsible not only for disasters related to weather and
climate, but also for earthquakes and tsunamis.

I am proud that

JMA issued warnings and information on the earthquake and
tsunami for this unprecedented event most successfully, based on
today’s best scientific and technical capabilities.
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However, this

tragic event reminded us that our scientific and technical
capabilities were no match for the real threat of natural disasters.
I am also proud that JMA has continued to conduct our normal
meteorological operations, including international
responsibilities, without major trouble, in spite of the challenges
posed by the earthquake.

The Agency also provided a variety of

special weather information to meet the needs of the people in the
damaged areas.

We will organize a side event during lunch on

the 20th of May, to report some details of our emergency response
activities.

I hope that our experiences will be shared with other

Members of WMO through this side event and will be used in
enhancing disaster preparedness.
Mr. President, I think that this Congress is particularly
important because we are taking a further step regarding the
Global Framework for Climate Services.
I assure you that JMA will contribute to this new framework in
many ways.

In particular, I am pleased to report to the Congress

that JMA has already set up “Japan Trust Fund for Global
Frameworks” and made a contribution last year in support of a
wide range of WMO activities related to the GFCS.
contribution for this year was made last month.

A

I hope that this

would provide momentum toward the successful initiation of the
Framework.
Speaking about climate, the accident at the Fukushima nuclear
power plant has drawn the attention of the world to the energy
issue, and I would like to stress here the important role of
national meteorological services in the planning and operation of
2

renewable energy based on weather and climate information.

I

look forward to future opportunities to exchange experiences and
ideas among WMO Members on this subject.
I also would like to add that Japan will provide as much technical
support as possible to other science and technology activities of
WMO, such as the WMO Information System, for the further
development of meteorological services in the world.
Mr. President, I regret that because of the earthquake and its
aftermath, Japan was not able to send a ministerial or higher
level delegate to this meeting.

Dr. Hatori, our Permanent

Representative, apologizes that he could not attend today or
tomorrow, though I am still optimistic that he will come and see
you all later during the Congress.

I am very much grateful for

this opportunity to speak on his behalf, and I thank you once
again for all the support that you have given us.
Thank you very much, Mr. President.
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Working Together on The New Global Framework for Climate Services
Sylvie Motard, Senior Officer, UNEP Regional Office for Europe,
United Nations Environment Programme
Statement to the High-Level Segment of the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress,
Geneva, 16-17 May 2011
Secretary-General of WMO,
Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen:
The occasion of the World Meteorological Congress is an important event, bringing together
decision-makers, United Nations agencies and other stakeholders to discuss how best we can
respond to imminent climate change. Delegates at the 16th Congress have before them topics
that could determine pathways for years and decades to come.
The implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services promises to provide
policy makers and scientists with a framework for ensuring greater availability of, access to,
and use of climate services in developing and developed countries. It is about providing the
greatest benefit to those who need climate services the most.
UNEP, the United Nations Environment Programme, has played an active role in the process
toward the establishment of the Framework.
After the intergovernmental consultation, the challenge is now to decide on an
implementation model of the Framework.
UNEP is keen to see the Framework as part of a one-UN response, bringing together
Governments, UN agencies, policy-makers and scientists.
Scientists may know how to deal with climate change, but the final decisions will be taken by
our political leaders, as well as by the business community and ordinary citizens. To make the
many right decisions that are necessary to combat climate change successfully, they need to
1

know what the scientists know. If we can effectively bridge the gap between science and
policy, then we have already made a promising start.
We need platforms to enhance communication and equally important, we need actionable
information about what kind of climate impacts requires our attention, in other words,
information about the best options for adapting to climate change.
The establishment of the Programme of Research on Climate Change Vulnerability, Impacts
and Adaptation (PROVIA) is a recent initiative that will be working through a partnership
involving WMO, UNESCO and UNEP. The PROVIA Secretariat is currently located at
UNEP in Nairobi.
PROVIA promises to provide a much needed coordination mechanism for international
research on climate change vulnerability, impacts and adaptation. Unlike many other
initiatives, PROVIA takes a bottom-up approach; it is the coming together of a fragmented
scientific community with the objective to advance research and coordinate and facilitate
better communication of new research to practitioners. The plan is that PROVIA, as a
component of the World Climate Programme, will contribute as a full partner under the
Global Framework for Climate Services’ governance mechanism.
PROVIA and many other worthwhile initiatives can come together in the Global Framework
for Climate Services. The Framework is no doubt an ambitious undertaking, but UNEP is
ready to work with WMO and the rest of the UN family and world community to make it a
reality.
Thank you.
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Statement by Wendy Watson-Wright
Executive Secretary, IOC and Assistant Director-General, UNESCO
Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress
High Level Segment, 17 May 2011

Secretary-General, Excellencies, Permanent Representatives, Distinguished
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:
Thank you very much for inviting me to address this 16th World Meteorological
Congress on behalf of UNESCO and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
The WMO works in the domains of weather, climate, and water; in fact, the ocean is
important for all three. Observing the ocean, and improving our understanding and
predictive ability are important for marine services, longer-term weather forecasts,
and seasonal forecasts, and they’ll be important in developing climate services.
Within the UN system, the IOC is responsible for coordinating ocean observations and
services, ocean science, ocean-related hazard mitigation, and capacity development
in all of these areas.
IOC - UNESCO, and the WMO need to work together, we do work together
successfully, and I'm confident we will deepen our collaboration in the future.
I’d like to touch briefly on climate services, ocean observations, and hazard
warnings.
Global Framework for Climate Services:
The proposed Global Framework for Climate Services is built on multiple
components: a user interface; information system; observations; research; and
capacity-building.
The IOC and UNESCO are already active in a number of these components, in many
cases jointly with WMO.
We have lead responsibility in the Global Ocean Observing System or GOOS, and we
co-sponsor and are active in the Global Climate Observing System, GCOS.
Implementation of many ocean observing networks is coordinated through our Joint
WMO-IOC Technical Commission on Oceanography and Marine Meteorology, JCOMM.
Observations of the ocean are in great part supported by limited term national
climate research budgets - including for example parts of the tropical moored buoy
network that are critical for seasonal and El Niño forecasting. Developing climate
services could help to sustain these systems, maximizing their benefit to society.
Research, modeling and prediction are other components of climate services. The
World Climate Research Programme, WCRP, housed here at WMO and co-sponsored
by the IOC, will play an important role.
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Statement by Wendy Watson-Wright
Executive Secretary, IOC and Assistant Director-General, UNESCO
Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress
High Level Segment, 17 May 2011

Now, in addition to our work on the ocean, UNESCOs International Hydrological
Program (IHP), with its focus on climate change adaptation in river basins and
aquifers, its programs on floods and droughts, and its network of 16 water-related
Category II research centers would be very useful for the GFCS.
As well, UNESCO's Climate Change Initiative will develop a user interface for climate
adaptation, focused on IOC and UNESCO networks and communities, including those
of the social sciences. We’d like to work with WMO in developing this user interface
component of a climate service.
We know that the governance structure of the Global Framework for Climate
Services will ultimately be decided by the Member States of the UN system. I would
urge you to focus on a light, flexible, and adaptable governance structure, that is
inclusive of all the competencies and agencies that will be needed to deliver climate
services.
Ocean Observations
On ocean observations, I have already mentioned them in the context of climate
services, but they are equally important to weather and marine services that WMO
Members are providing to users.
Shortly after the 2009 World Climate Conference 3, the OceanObs'09 Conference
built a vision for a sustained and integrated ocean observing system, which would
incorporate multiple types of observations and serve many societal needs. A working
group appointed by the sponsors of the conference has developed recommendations
on this Framework for Ocean Observing, which builds on existing best practices and
on existing structures like JCOMM and GCOS panels. Inspired by this Framework, our
IOC Assembly this June will consider a reform and streamlining of GOOS governance.
I invite WMO to work with IOC on this reform, helping to align joint and related
programmes to best contribute.
Hazard mitigation
Finally, on hazard mitigation, we were all reminded of our vulnerability to oceanrelated hazards by the tragic earthquake and tsunami in Japan two months ago, and
our hearts continue to go out to the people of Japan who are still struggling in the
aftermath. The IOC-coordinated Pacific Tsunami Warning System operated according
to expectations, and we are ever-more committed to the goal of developing
effective end-to-end tsunami and coastal hazard warning systems. WMO Members,
because of your work in weather, tropical cyclone, and storm surge warning systems
are and need to be strong partners.
Human society lives on land and experiences the atmosphere, but is profoundly
affected by the ocean. I know that WMO, and IOC and UNESCO will continue to work
together, and I welcome your views on how to deepen this collaboration.
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Statement by Wendy Watson-Wright
Executive Secretary, IOC and Assistant Director-General, UNESCO
Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress
High Level Segment, 17 May 2011

I thank you again for your invitation, and wish you a very successful Congress.
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Statement by the Representative of CAETS (International Council of Academies
of Engineering and Technological Sciences), Professor Dr Rene Dändliker
(President-Elect of CAETS and Past President of Swiss Academy of Engineering
Sciences), at the High Level Segment of Sixteenth Congress of WMO, Geneva,
16-17 May 2011
I am pleased to convey the good wishes of the International Council of Academies of Engineering
and Technological Sciences (CAETS). We appreciate the opportunity today to build on our
statement at the High Level Segment of the World Climate Conference-3 (WCC-3). CAETS
commends the decision of the WCC-3 to establish a Global Framework for Climate Services, which
will help ensure that, in all countries, action on climate issues is properly informed by reliable
observational information, sound science and professionally delivered services.
CAETS is the umbrella organization of the world’s engineering and applied science academies. Its
member Academies, which consist of engineers and technological scientists in each country, are
committed to the effective application of scientific and engineering knowledge for the national and
global good. In recent years, this has involved substantial effort on the part of several member
Academies, and CAETS itself, in addressing the issues of climate and climate change.
Through our annual Council meetings and associated activities, CAETS prepares statements and
reports on major engineering-related issues. In recent years, we have focused on technological
aspects of issues related to low-emission energy technologies, food security, management of natural
resources, and sustainability of coastal communities. The management of all these issues calls for
strategies for adaptation to climate change which are robust against uncertainty, informed by data
and research, integrated across sectors, and consistent with climate change mitigation policies.
CAETS therefore welcomes the Report of the High-Level Taskforce and the intention to build on
the Global Climate Observing System, the World Climate Research Programme and the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to produce the climate information and service
framework needed to support a comprehensive approach to dealing with climate variability and
change. We strongly support the proposal for the Framework to operate collaboratively at the
global, regional and national levels. We especially support the need for collaboration across the UN
System and with key non-governmental bodies such as ICSU and the Learned Academies. The
required collaborations will need to extend across the natural, social and technological sciences, as
well as the humanities.
The CAETS Academies will be pleased to play their part in supporting the provision of reliable
climate information and services and especially in ensuring that climate information is effectively
used in the engineering sector. CAETS and its member Academies would have a role in promoting
the required collaboration across all sectors and disciplines to meet the objectives of the Global
Framework for Climate Services. The CAETS Academies also recognise the role of engineering in
ensuring that innovative and feasible strategies are developed to meet the demands on societies
arising from the need to adapt to and mitigate climate change. We are especially prepared to
contribute to the urgently needed increase and speed-up of mitigation efforts to avoid the risk that
climate change gets beyond the range which allows a controlled adaptation.
Thank you for the opportunity to address this Congress on behalf of CAETS.

