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STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING OF THE
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by
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(Abuja, Nigeria, 8 December 2003)

Your Excellency, Alhaji Muhktari S. Shagari, Honourable
Minister of Water Resources, Federal Republic of Nigeria,
Your Excellencies, Ministers of the Lake Chad Basin
Commission Member Countries,
Your Excellency, Mr Tam Lambert, Executive Secretary of the
Lake Chad Basin Commission,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is indeed an honour and a privilege for me to address you on the
occasion of this 51 st Session of the Lake Chad Basin Commission.
On behalf of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and
my own, I would like to thank Mr Tam Lambert, Executive
Secretary of the Commission, for inviting me to this important
event. May I also express my appreciation to you, Your Excellency
Alhaji Muhktari Shagari and, through you, to the Government of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria for your commitment to the
activities relating to development issues in this region, as
demonstrated through your support to water-related activities in
Africa.
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I would also like to commend the effort of the entire membership of
the Lake Chad Basin Commission for their commitment to
protecting the Lake and the interest of the people who depend on it
for their livelihood. 1 express my gratitude to the Local Organizing
Committee for its effort in making excellent arrangements for the
success of this session and appreciation for the warm welcome and
hospitability extended to me since my arrival here in Abuja .
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we are all aware, about 11 million people live within the
conventional basin area, which is one of the most important lakes
in Africa. Typical of people in the Sahelian part of Africa, the
majority of them living around the Lake engage in practices such
as nomadic and semi-nomadic animal husbandry. Tourism and
manufacturing are some of the several other activities within the
Basin. Unfortunately this Lake has dramatically decreased in size
due to human demand for water and other environmental factors.
Once a great Lake close in surface area to North America's Lake
Erie, Lake Chad is now a ghost of its former self. According to a
number of studies, since 1964, the lake level has continuously
fallen with the surface area being reduced from about 25 OOO km2
to less than 2 OOO km2, while its volume has decreased by al out
60 per cent. Various factors are responsible for this situation and
particularly in recent years, the Lake has been put under pressure
due to human activities and environmental change. In this
connection, I would like to make a brief overview of some of the
issues.
First, the populations relying on the water resources of the Lake
Chad Basin are mobile and inventive, but they rely on fairly iow
levels of technology. Of the surrounding countries, Chad is perhaps
the most reliant on the Basin's water resources as about 40 per.cent
of the Basin's area and population are in that country. Areas along
the Logone and Chari Rivers are among the most productive in the
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country, yet crops are often destroyed when the waters rise too
soon or too fast during the rivers' seasonal flooding.
Second, due to reduced rainfall and diversion of the water for other
uses, the Logone-Chari river system supplies only about one-half
of the amount of water it supplied in the 1930's and 1960's. As you
know, Lake Chad derives 90 per cent of its inflow from the LogoneCha ri River system, which originates in the mountains of the
Central African Republic. For similar reasons, the important
Komadougou-Yobe River, originating in northern Nigeria, now flows
only during the rainy season. As a result of the greatly reduced flow
from both tributaries, receding waters during the 1970's caused
Lake Chad to separate into two pools, partitioned by a natural
ridge known as the Grand Barrier.
Third, many projects have failed to incorporate the inherent
variability of Lake Chad's hydrology into their technical designs,
partly due to lack of sufficient data and expertise to carry out the
necessary exercise.
Fourth, there is the need for effective integrated management of
water resources, which requires recognition of the delicate balance
between the hydrological cycle and the environment, and also
involves tracking the inflows to the Lake and losses due to
evaporation, infiltration, and diversion to other uses.
•_)
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Fifth,rin spite of many attempts to develop the Lake Chad Basin,
limited success was achieved primarily due to falling water level,
civil strife, or inadequate management. Nevertheless, some of the
positive developments demonstrate the benefits on the living
condition of the people that may arise through regional
cooperation.
Finally, consideration should be given to fair share strategies of the
Lake's,natural resources as well as its protection. This is why the
Commission Member States need to work more closely in order to

4

ensure optimum use of the resources, while preserving the interest
of the people and the environment for future generations.
Within the above framework, I am aware that the countries around
the Lake have made considerable effort in addressing the related
issues. Indeed, since the inception of the Commission in 1964, the
countries physically sharing the land area of Lake Chad have been
working towards the protection of the resources in the Basin and
for the improvement in the condition of life of the people. For
example, one of the main achievements of the Lake Chad Basin
Commission is the assistance to the people in the surroundings,
particularly those of the northern regions of the Basin, and in the
development of strategies that take advantage of the unique
opportunities afforded by the Lake. The people have thus been
able to adapt to the receding waters by developing new cropping
systems in the low-lying areas surrounding the Lake. In addition,
the Lake Chad Basin Commission has been collecting adequate
information on the ecological and socio-cultural conditions in and
around the Lake, which have also been very useful for research
and planning purposes.
.
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Over the years, numerous conferences and international
agreements have identified key water issues and proposed a ctions,
with increasing focus on the provision of water supp J,y ahd
sanitation and the need to improve governance and integrated
water management.
The UN Millennium Development Goals of 2000 and outcomes of
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in
Johannesburg , South Africa in 2002, consider the global water
crisis as a threat to economic development, poverty reduction and
the environment, and hence to peace. As you are aware , :the
decisions of WSSD will significantly influence nations' choice of
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sustainable development paths that should include increased use
of information related to the environment including weather,
climate and water. In this regard, WMO actively participated in the
WSSD process and organized several events in conjunction with
the Summit including the Water Dome to highlight the role of
National Meteorological and Hydrological Services in sustainable
development.
During this year, the Third World Water Forum held during March in
Japan was an important event that gave the participants the
opportunity to discuss the actions needed to solve global water
challenges and to meet the goals set forth at the Millennium
Summit of the United Nations in New York (2000) and the World
Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South
Africa (2002). The Forum recognized that access to timely,
credible and relevant hydrological and meteorological information
is essential for better resource management, planning and
decision-making. In line with its policy of free and unrestricted
exchange of information, WMO is committed to the
implementation of the Forum ' s recommendation, which also
relates to development challenges such as those of the
Commission. It will also continue to support improvements to its
extensive data network, as well as partnerships with other
organizations in sustainable water assessment and management.
In Africa, the Ministers responsible for water, at the International
_C onference on Freshwater in Bonn, Germany in December 2001
-_,decided to establish the African Ministers ' Council on Water
(AMCOW) aimed, among others, at strengthening intergovernmental
cooperation in order to halt and reverse the water crisis in Africa .
.· The Conference was launched in Abuja (Nigeria) in April 2002 with
the full participation and support of WMO and the active involvement
.: : ·of MGmbers of the Lake Chad Basin Commission.
·_)( :

:: . To further highlight the importance of water resources assessment
in,sustainable development, high priority was accorded to Africa
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by the G8 Group of developed nations at their meetings in Italy and
Canada in support of the New Partnership for Africa's Development
(NEPAD).
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
From the global to regional contexts as highlighted in the
foregoing, I am pleased to recall that WMO has been collaborating
with the Lake Chad Basin Commission and Member States in a
number of ways, especially within the framework of a working
agreement signed between the two organizations in July 2002, as
follows.
First, WMO and the Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) are
cooperating in the implementation of the LCBC's Strategic Action
Plan {SAP) . In support of the Plan, WMO is considering the
preparation of the Lake Chad Basin Hydrological Cycle Observing
System (LBC- HYCOS) project, which would aim at monitoring the
water cycle using up-to -date technology. WMO invited LCBC to
participate in the World Hydrological Cycle Observing System
(WHYCOS) International Advisory Group {WIAG), which at its last
meeting in November this year discussed new proposals for
HYCOS components including the LCB-HYCOS.
Second, WMO also participated actively in the preparatory process
of the Pan African Conference Implementation and Partnership:
held in December this year in Addis Ababa and sponsored a
number of experts from National Meteorological and Hydrological
Services representing different sub-regions of Africa. A number of
experts from the LCBC Member States were sponsored to
participate in this Conference.
Third, WMO also initiated the Hydrological Data Rescue Project in
Africa to support the National Hydrological Services' efforts aimed
at rescuing and managing their historical hydrological data. I am
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pleased to inform you that WMO proposes to include
representatives of two Member States of the LCBC in this project,
which will soon be implemented.
Finally, it is also planned to organize a workshop for the French
speaking countries, including some of LCBC Member States, to
evaluate their national capabilities in water resources assessment
activities.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before I conclude I would like to suggest a few ideas, which you
might wish to consider for future action:
First, ensure the strengthening of the National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services, their monitoring networks and their capacity
to provide relevant information and services for national and
regional needs;
Second, take the maximum possible advantage of activities being
carried out by international organizations by promoting closer
collaboration with those organizations, so as to enhance resource
mobilization and minimize duplication of effort in the operation areas
of the Commission. In this connection, it is necessary to support
WMO's World Hydrological Cycle Observing System, particularly in
the development and subsequent implementation of the proposed
Lake Chad Basin Hydrological Cycle Observing System;
Third, work more closely with hydrologists in translating available
research information into policy actions that could enhance
development efforts being embarked upon by respective Member
countries of the Commission; and
Fourth, assist governments in attaining the objectives of various
global objectives such as the 2000 Millennium Development Goals
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and the Implementation Plan of the 2002 WSSD by formulating
programmes that will complement the activities mapped out by
various governments to meet these goals, as well as through
support to the activities of the African Ministerial Council on Water,
and those of the New Partnership for Africa's Development.
In conclusion, I wish to reassure you of WMO's commitment to
continue assisting LCBC and its Member States in strengthening
their National Meteorological and Hydrological Services so that
they can play a more active role in the sustainable development
efforts of the sub-region. I thank you, once again, for this
opportunity to address this distinguished gathering and I look
forward to fruitful cooperation between the Lake Chad Basin
Commission and World Meteorological Organization.
I wish you fruitful deliberations.
Thank you.

