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Your Excellency,
Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is an honour and indeed a priviledge for me to address this
important meeting on the Strategy for Enhancement and
Improvement of the World Weather Watch (WWW) Basic
Systems in Africa and its contribution to the objectives of the
New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) . I am
pleased to extend a very warm welcome to all the
participants.

I wish to express my appreciation to the Government
of South Africa for hosting this meeting during the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), thus
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enabling most of the participants to participate also in the
proceedings of the Summit. It is expected that the Summit
will consider the effects of weather, climate and water on
economic growth, social development and conservation of
natural resources and the environment, particularly in
Africa.

Your Excellency,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
As we are all aware, African countries continue to
experience various weather-, climate- and water-related
extreme events. Drought remains a regular threat to most of
Afric~. The Horn of Africa was afflicted by severe droughts
in 1998 and 1999 and about 16 million people were affected
in the subregion. Some Southern African countries are
presently being affeded by drought and are threatened by
famine and hunger. The Sahe! countries also continue to be
devastated by drought from year to year. This month, many
countries suffered from severe floodings in Senegal, Guinea,
Niger and Mali. We all also remember that Southern Africa
was affected by severe floods in 2000 and 2001.

To mitigate the effects of natural disasters such as
droughts, floods, severe storms and tropical cyclones, WMO
and its Members pursue efforts to enhance further response
capabilities of National Meteorological and Hydrological
Services (NMHSs) and regional institutions in Africa. Their
efforts aim at improving the accuracy, timeliness and tt~ad
time of meteorological forecasts and warnings and the
availability of water and climate information and services to
policy and _decision makers and other end-users of various
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socio-economic sectors. Such sectors include food security,
agricultural production, energy, water resources
management, health, fisheries, forestry, and air, land and
sea transport. In this process, a prerequisite is the
availability and access to meteorological data and products
for operational activities as well as for research, which is
particularly relevant to national sustainable development.

Your Excellency,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The World Weather Watch is a unique global system,
formally established by WMO in 1963, through which every
country in the world collects, processes and exchanges
observational data and products for day-to-day weather
forecasts, warnings and other uses. It also contributes data
for research work in the atmospheric sciences, including the
development of climate models and projects. The Global
Observing System (GOS) of the WWW is composed of 10
OOO manned and automatic weather monitoring
observatories, 7 300 voluntary ships, 3 OOO commercial
aircrafts, hundreds of ocean buoys, and weather radars and
a constellation of 10 meteorological satellites.

'·-·' ,., The basic systems of the WWW consist of three
components namely the Global Observing System for the
generation of observations, the Global Data-processing
System (GDPS) for the production of weather analyses,
warnings and forecasts, and the Global Telecommunication
S¥stem (GTS) for the exchange of data and information,
complemented by data management and system support
functions. The key basic system facilities are owned and
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operated by the NMHSs of the WMO Member countries,
each of which meets certain responsibilities in the agreed
global and regional schemes so that all countries can benefit
from the consolidated efforts. Unfortunately, many African
countries continue to have deficiencies in the
implementation and operation of the WWW basic systems
leading to inefficient provision of weather and climate
services by their NMHSs.

It is against this background that the twelfth session of
the WMO Regional Association I (Africa), held in Arusha,
United Republic of Tanzania in 1998, decided to develop and
implement a Strategy for the Enhancement of the WWW
Basic Systems in Africa in order to provide sustainable
solutions to address the shortcomings in the GOS, GTS,
GDPS, data management, and Public Weather Services
(PWS).

The Strategic Plan for the implementation and
improvement of the WWW basic systems in Africa is now
being developed. It focuses on the following areas:
-

(a)

Enhancing the availability of weather, climate and
environmental data and information for sustainable
socio-economic development in Africa, through the
implementation of automatic weather stations with
appropriate
communications
to
National
Meteorological Centres (NMCs) and the promotion of
marine observations, among others;
, ,,/

(b)

Preparation, distribution and application ·_of
meteorological products required for sustainable socioeconomic development of Africa, through the us:: :of
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modern communication technologies and satellitebased dissemination systems and strengthening the
capacities of NMHSs and regional institutions to
improve weather forecasts and seasonal and long-term
climate predictions;
( c) - Use of internet in Africa for improving the exchange of
meteorological an environmental information through,
among other things, the implementation of Web sites
at NMHSs; and
(d)

Development of procurement, manufacturing,
maintenance, repair and calibration facilities within
Africa for meteorological observing systems.

Your Excellency,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The Strategic Plan for the implementation and improvement
of the WWW basic systems in Africa is also a WMO direct
response to the calls by the United Nations Millennium
Declaration for enhanced and innovative support to Africa's
development efforts. In addition, the Strategic Plan, when
implemented, will contribute to the objectives of the New
Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) .

As we are all aware, NEPAD is a pledge by all of
Africa's leaders to eradicate poverty and move towards
sustainable growth and development. The Partnership
focusses on African ownership of the development process
and seeks to develop all areas of human activity on the
continent. The main strategies proposed include, among
J
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others, fostering conditions for long-term peace, security,
democracy and good governance and the promoting the
provision of regional and subregional public goods such as
water, transportation, energy, environmental management
and other infrastructure, notably telecommunications. The
implementation of most of these strategies could be
significantly affected by weather and climate variability and
change, including extreme climatic events. Without making
full use of the knowledge of present and future weather,
water and climate conditions in the realization of the relevant
sectoral initiatives, it will not be possible to achieve some or
most of the expected outcomes of NEPAD. The successful
implementation of the Strategic Plan in Africa will address
NEPAD's concerns as outlined below.

In the poverty alleviation initiative, the Strategic Pian
will contribute to reduce the vulnerability of the poor to
natural hazards and environmental risks. This will be
achieved by enhancing natural disaster preparedness ,
prevention and mitigation programmes for the African
countries concerned, and by promoting the provision of
timely and skillfully tailored weather and climate information
and services in support of income-earning climate sensitive
activities of rural and poor urban communities.

In terms of the health initiative of NEPAD, the Strategic
Plan will contribute to strengthen national and regional
capacities for the provision of climate information and
prediction services in support of health programmes on
communicable tropical-related diseases including malaria
and respiratory problems.
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In the area of agriculture and food security, the
Strategic Plan will contribute to support national,
subregional and continental capacity building activities for
the provision and effective use of better weather, climate and
agrometeorological information and services. These will
include seasonal climate outlooks, agrometeorological
warnings and advisory services in response to farmers'
needs and requirements.
t
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In addition, other NEPAD initiatives in areas such as
eriergy, transport, water and sanitation, tourism, combating
desertification and coastal management will also benefit
from the implementation of the Strategic Plan and other
WMO Programmes.

Your Excellency,
Distinguished Participants,
In view of the above we appeal primarily to the
Governments of Africa to give their full support to the
objectives of the Strategy and to provide the required final
means for its implementation. In addition, stakeholders of
NEPAD should give serious consideration to enter into
partnership with the NMHSs in Africa and WMO to enable
the Strategy to attain its aim of contributing to the objectives
of NEPAD.

I wish to reassure you that WMO will continue to
develop and support the Strategy for the implementation
and improvement of the WWW basic systems in Africa in
order to respond to Africa's sustainable development
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requirements. In this connection, WMO will collaborate with
all potential partners and interested institutions and
organizations.

l wish the meeting fruitful deliberations.

Thank you.

